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Written Statements 
Thursday, 15 December 2022 

Energy Bills Support Scheme 

[HLWS446] 

Lord Callanan: My Right Honourable friend the 

Minister of State for Energy and Climate (Graham Stuart) 

has today made the following statement: 

On 29 July the government announced details of the 

Energy Bills Support Scheme (EBSS) which is now 

providing a £400 discount on electricity bills to 

households across Great Britain, delivered over six 

months. Monthly credits are being made from October to 

March. All customers should have received their October 

and November credits, and December credits are 

underway. On the same date we announced EBSS 

Alternative Funding would be developed to deliver the 

same level of support to households without a domestic 

electricity account. I will announce further details of 

eligibility for this before the Christmas recess. 

There have been concerns expressed about the delivery 

of vouchers to some traditional prepayment meter 

customers. Suppliers have reported that all vouchers were 

dispatched in October and November. The redemption 

rate of vouchers is increasing. Following the Secretary of 

State’s letter to the CEOs of energy suppliers last week, I 

met them and pressed them further to do everything they 

can to support these customers, to provide prompt and 

accurate advice and to ensure that their customers know 

to look out for their vouchers and understand how to 

redeem them. Figures for the November delivery of EBSS 

will be published on 20 December. 

Energy policy is devolved in Northern Ireland and it 

would normally be the responsibility of Northern Ireland 

Ministers to put this kind of support for households in 

place. In the absence of a functioning Executive, but in 

consultation with Northern Ireland Ministers, the UK 

Government committed in August to develop and deliver 

a scheme comparable to that being delivered in Great 

Britain. The Government continues to work intensively 

with electricity suppliers in Northern Ireland to ensure the 

support reaches their customers this winter. 

Rolling out this support is not without challenges, from 

having needed legislation to enable intervention from 

Westminster as energy is ordinarily a devolved matter, to 

ensuring that the design is appropriate for the market. 

Whilst we have been acting rapidly to provide electricity 

suppliers in Northern Ireland with funding, suppliers did 

not have the systems necessary to distribute this cash 

readily in place. This has prolonged the process of getting 

the payments out to households. We continue to work 

tirelessly with suppliers to get this support to households 

at the very earliest opportunity. Although the start of the 

scheme has taken longer than I would have liked, 

households will receive the full amount of support this 

winter. 

These schemes augment the cost-of-living package of 

assistance already announced, including the Energy Price 

Guarantee which is already reducing energy bills for 

households across the United Kingdom, and a broad range 

of existing support being provided to vulnerable 

households. 

The Government continues to develop the £200 

Alternative Fuel Payment, for households which use fuels 

such as heating oil, LPG and biomass to heat their homes, 

rather than gas. To aid the policy development, the Office 

of National Statistics has released preliminary estimates 

from the 2021 Census of England and Wales on the 

number of households  by type of central heating at output 

area level and above for England and Wales. The dataset 

is available here: 

https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunit

y/housing/adhocs/15321typeofcentralheatingoftheaccom

modationbasedoncensus2021 

I will provide further details to the House as soon as I 

am able. 

Government Transparency and 

Accountability 

[HLWS438] 

Baroness Neville-Rolfe: Since 2010, the Government 

has been at the forefront of opening up data to allow 

Parliament, the public and the media to hold public bodies 

to account. Such online transparency is crucial to 

delivering value for money, cutting waste and 

inefficiency, and ensuring every pound of taxpayers' 

money is spent in the best possible way. 

The Government will continue to look at how the range 

of information published by the government can be 

improved and made as useful as possible to the public, 

press and Parliament. The following subject areas include 

documents and information that the government is due to 

publish. 

Routine transparency data on Ministers, Special 

Advisers and Senior Officials 

Departments will today be publishing routine 

transparency data on Ministers', Special Advisers' and 

Senior Officials' gifts, hospitality, travel and external 

meetings, for the period of July to September 2022. This 

data covers the returns for the Prime Minister, 

Government Chief Whip and Leader of the House of 

Commons and the Lords, as well as the Cabinet Office. 

Departments will also be publishing the business 

appointment rules advice summary for the same period. 

List of Ministerial Responsibilities 

The Government will today be publishing the List of 

Ministerial Responsibilities on GOV.UK. Copies will also 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-statement/Lords/2022-12-15/HLWS446/
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ons.gov.uk%2Fpeoplepopulationandcommunity%2Fhousing%2Fadhocs%2F15321typeofcentralheatingoftheaccommodationbasedoncensus2021&amp;data=05%7C01%7CDuBernMcLynchy.Jobshare%40beis.gov.uk%7C9def07dba9d0457b915508dade133f61%7Ccbac700502c143ebb497e6492d1b2dd8%7C0%7C0%7C638066471483675773%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&amp;sdata=JA5%2Fx8l3A4YG8Cwm2i8YdlSoMimaRQK2lIQm8ZwrccE%3D&amp;reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ons.gov.uk%2Fpeoplepopulationandcommunity%2Fhousing%2Fadhocs%2F15321typeofcentralheatingoftheaccommodationbasedoncensus2021&amp;data=05%7C01%7CDuBernMcLynchy.Jobshare%40beis.gov.uk%7C9def07dba9d0457b915508dade133f61%7Ccbac700502c143ebb497e6492d1b2dd8%7C0%7C0%7C638066471483675773%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&amp;sdata=JA5%2Fx8l3A4YG8Cwm2i8YdlSoMimaRQK2lIQm8ZwrccE%3D&amp;reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ons.gov.uk%2Fpeoplepopulationandcommunity%2Fhousing%2Fadhocs%2F15321typeofcentralheatingoftheaccommodationbasedoncensus2021&amp;data=05%7C01%7CDuBernMcLynchy.Jobshare%40beis.gov.uk%7C9def07dba9d0457b915508dade133f61%7Ccbac700502c143ebb497e6492d1b2dd8%7C0%7C0%7C638066471483675773%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&amp;sdata=JA5%2Fx8l3A4YG8Cwm2i8YdlSoMimaRQK2lIQm8ZwrccE%3D&amp;reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ons.gov.uk%2Fpeoplepopulationandcommunity%2Fhousing%2Fadhocs%2F15321typeofcentralheatingoftheaccommodationbasedoncensus2021&amp;data=05%7C01%7CDuBernMcLynchy.Jobshare%40beis.gov.uk%7C9def07dba9d0457b915508dade133f61%7Ccbac700502c143ebb497e6492d1b2dd8%7C0%7C0%7C638066471483675773%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&amp;sdata=JA5%2Fx8l3A4YG8Cwm2i8YdlSoMimaRQK2lIQm8ZwrccE%3D&amp;reserved=0
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be deposited in the Libraries of both Houses in 

Parliament. The list includes details of ministerial 

departments, the Ministers within each department, their 

portfolio responsibilities and private offices and the 

executive agencies within each department. 

Salaries of Members of His Majesty’s Government 

The Government will today be updating the Salaries of 

Members of His Majesty’s Government with information 

for the financial year 2022-2023 on GOV.UK. This 

indicates the salaries to which Ministers are entitled and 

the actual salaries that they claim, along with 

supplementary information on ministerial salaries, 

allowances and payments on leaving office. 

Cabinet Office Annual Report and Accounts 2021-22  

This Annual Report and Accounts will also be laid 

before Parliament today. The publication includes the 

Cabinet Office’s audited financial statements for the year 

ended 31 March 2022 and a review of performance and 

governance arrangements. The Annual Report will be 

published on GOV.UK. 

Cabinet Office Accounting Officer System Statement 

2022 

This publication is a single statement setting out all of 

the accountability relationships and processes within the 

department. This update takes into account change since 

the previous version was published in 2020. I have 

requested that a copy of the Accounting Officer System 

Statement be deposited in the Libraries of the Houses of 

Parliament. The publication will also be published on 

GOV.UK. 

Cabinet Office: Spend Control Data for July to 

September 2022 

Along with all government departments, in 2010 the 

Cabinet Office committed to publishing quarterly data on 

its planned spending that has been subject to the Cabinet 

Office spend controls. The spend controls covered are 

Digital and Technology, Commercial, Property, 

Advertising, Marketing and Communications, and 

contingent labour (as for equivalent figures published by 

other departments). For the quarter covered, 12 separate 

items of Cabinet Office’s own spending (with a total 

value of £734 million) were approved under the cross-

government Cabinet Office spending control. 

Monthly Workforce Management Information 

(September and October 2022) 

As standard, the Government is today publishing our 

monthly breakdown of workforce headcount and pay 

costs. This is a routine publication and will be published 

on GOV.UK. 

Public Procurement Review Service - Progress Report 

2021/22 

The Government will today publish its Annual Progress 

Report, detailing trends in issues raised to the Public 

Procurement Review Service. In this publication, we look 

to consider such trends and make recommendations on 

how to improve the Service moving forwards. The report 

will be published, as usual, on GOV.UK. 

“Help to Grow: Digital”: Scheme Closure 

[HLWS441] 

Lord Callanan: My Right Honourable friend the 

Secretary of State for Business, Energy and Industrial 

Strategy has today made the following statement: 

This statement concerns the Government’s decision to 

close the Help to Grow: Digital programme. Help to 

Grow: Digital will close to new business applications for 

discounts on 2 February 2023. Discounts issued for 

eligible software must be redeemed within 30 days from 

issue date. 

The scheme has supported businesses to grow, but with 

take-up lower than expected, the Government cannot 

justify the continued cost of the schemes to the taxpayer. 

The decision has been taken to refocus efforts towards 

other support mechanisms for small businesses, ensuring 

businesses get the backing they need in the most efficient 

and productive way possible. The Help to Grow: 

Management scheme remains in place. 

The Government continues to support small businesses, 

such as through the Government-backed British Business 

Bank’s Start Up Loans, which are available to help 

aspiring entrepreneurs start and grow their businesses. 

The Government has taken action to protect all eligible 

UK businesses, including small businesses, from rising 

energy costs through the Energy Bill Relief Scheme. 

Ian Paterson: Patient Safety and 

Government Implementation Plan 

[HLWS444] 

Lord Markham: My Hon friend the Parliamentary 

Under Secretary of State (Minister for Mental Health and 

Women’s Health Strategy) and Parliamentary Under 

Secretary of State (Minister for Women) (Maria 

Caulfield) has made the following Written Statement: 

On 16 December 2021, the government published its 

response to the findings of the inquiry into the issues 

raised by disgraced surgeon, Ian Paterson. We reiterated 

the apologies of the government to the patients affected 

and those close to them and committed to ensuring we did 

more to protect patients in the future. 

In line with this commitment, the government accepted 

the overwhelming majority of the recommendations made 

by the inquiry and set out an implementation plan of 40 

actions to put those recommendations into effect. Finally, 

we committed to providing a further update on the 

progress of this implementation plan in 12-months’ time. 

I am happy to be able to publish this report fulfilling that 

commitment today. 

All the relevant bodies within the health sector have 

been united in understanding that these changes are 

essential. We all agree that patients cannot be failed in the 

same way again. On behalf of the government, I want to 

thank every organisation which has engaged in this 

process for their commitment to making improvements. I 

would especially like to thank the representatives of 

patient groups impacted by Ian Paterson, who have 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-statement/Lords/2022-12-15/HLWS441/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-statement/Lords/2022-12-15/HLWS444/
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campaigned tirelessly to ensure their experiences do not 

go unheeded. They have continued to be a source of 

inspiration and expertise throughout the implementation 

period. 

I am pleased to report that good progress has been made 

across the implementation plan which we set out in 

December 2021. The report published today provides full 

details of this progress against the four themes of the 

government’s response as laid out in the implementation 

plan. In this statement, I will highlight some of the most 

important developments under each of these themes. 

Patient-centred information 

Patients now have more access to information relevant 

to their treatment than they did during Ian Paterson's time 

practising. This includes access to information about the 

performance of consultants working for independent 

sector healthcare providers, and specialties in the NHS. 

These continue to be added to, so patients will have more, 

and better, access to independent information before 

choosing a consultant. NHS England (NHSE) will work 

with the professions so that meaningful consultant-level 

information on the numbers and types of procedures 

performed should be made publicly available. If patients 

choose to be treated in the independent sector, there is 

now more information about what to expect, with further 

information to be made available over the coming year. 

Patients now have the right to access their treatment 

records and clinicians are aware of the need to write to 

patients directly following a consultation or treatment, 

rather than only writing to their GP. This information 

gives patients a record of their condition, and test results 

to reflect on, or to seek a second opinion if required. This 

is reinforced by ensuring patients gets the time they need 

to consider treatment options and have access to a range 

of new resources to help them consider their options; 

options that patients will also be able to discuss with 

medical professionals who are equipped to handle these 

conversations. 

Making challenge heard 

Doctors across more specialties now have independent 

data on their practice available and will be required to use 

this as part of their appraisal and revalidation processes. 

This will help to identify issues and fix them. Staff in the 

health system also have more opportunities to make their 

voices heard about a patient's care, including through 

clarified guidance and assessment of multidisciplinary 

team use as a forum. 

Care Quality Commission (CQC) updated its guidance 

on complaints processes in early 2022. It is now easier for 

patients to raise concerns about treatment they receive and 

access independent resolution of their complaint if they 

are unsatisfied with the provider's handling. As part of the 

implementation of the NHS patient safety strategy, NHSE 

has introduced measures to advance safety and the 

response to harm. The government has appointed the first 

ever Patient Safety Commissioner for England, Dr 

Henrietta Hughes OBE. 

 

Ensuring accountability 

CQC published the new single assessment framework 

in July 2022, which sets out what good care looks like, 

and National Quality Board published national guidance 

on System Quality Groups, setting out the requirements 

for quality governance in integrated care systems. 

Alongside this, we have seen significant culture change in 

the independent sector, now leaving no doubt that 

independent providers must take responsibility for 

maintaining high standards of care in their facilities, 

irrespective of how the medical professionals involved are 

engaged by them (through employment or practising 

privileges). This has been supported by Independent 

Healthcare Providers Network's refresh of the Medical 

Practitioners Assurance Framework in September 2022. 

NHS Resolution launched new exclusion guidance in 

April 2022. 

Putting things right 

Patients who are impacted by potential issues with their 

care will be reviewed through recall processes which are 

now better informed of how to put patients at the centre of 

their focus. The new national recall framework was 

published in June 2022 to facilitate this. 

Patients will continue to receive apologies from 

healthcare professionals and providers for potential issues 

with their care when appropriate. Enhanced training and 

resources are now available to clinicians to ensure these 

apologies are delivered effectively and meaningfully. 

The government is working to ensure that any future 

changes to indemnity and insurance arrangements will be 

made using the best evidence base available. This 

includes a thorough assessment of the impact on patients, 

healthcare professionals, providers, and the wider market; 

with the aim of improving the position for patients when 

receiving treatment from any regulated healthcare 

professional, regardless of the setting. The government’s 

ambition is that when this work concludes, patients have 

confidence that they can access appropriate compensation 

if harmed while receiving care, including when harm 

arises from criminal/intentional acts or omissions. The 

summary of responses to the consultation on appropriate 

clinical negligence cover for regulated healthcare 

professionals will be published alongside this 

implementation update on 15 December 2022. 

The government will be continuing to ensure this work 

is built upon, as part of our wider commitment to ensuring 

patient safety and high standards of care across the health 

system. We understand that there is no room for 

complacency when it comes to patient safety and, 

together with the patient safety commissioner, will make 

sure this is one building block towards a health system 

which patients and those close to them can have the 

maximum possible confidence. 

Copies of the government’s full implementation update 

will be available at: https://www.gov.uk. 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/
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Life Insurance Taxation 

[HLWS442] 

Baroness Penn: My honourable friend the Economic 

Secretary to the Treasury (Andrew Griffith) has today 

made the following Written Ministerial Statement: 

The Government is announcing the following measure 

– of which there are two components – which will take 

immediate effect from today. 

The first part of the measure applies to re-insurers of a 

specific type of long-term insurance business known as 

basic life assurance and general annuity business 

(BLAGAB). It addresses a possible tax mismatch in the 

life insurance rules where re-insurance precedes a transfer 

of BLAGAB. In this situation the measure eliminates the 

possibility of a mismatch by classifying the re-insured 

business as BLAGAB in the hands of the re-insurer. This 

will protect Exchequer revenues needed to fund vital 

public services. 

The second part of the measure addresses an industry 

concern that the current scope of section 92 Finance Act 

2012 may be unnecessarily wide and is blocking 

commercial transactions. It amends that section so that it 

does not apply where substantially all the insurance risks 

of a book of BLAGAB are assumed by a re-insurer. 

The draft legislation will be published today on 

GOV.UK: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/re-

insurance-in-the-course-of-transfers-of-long-term-

business. It will be accompanied by a Tax Information 

and Impact Note and an Explanatory Note. A copy of the 

legislation will also be deposited in the library of both 

Houses. 

Personal Independence Payment 

[HLWS440] 

Baroness Stedman-Scott: My honourable Friend, the 

Minister of State for Disabled People, Health and Work 

(Tom Pursglove) has made the following Written 

Statement: 

Today the department will publish the latest update on 

progress on making backdated payments to Personal 

Independence Payment claimants who are affected by the 

MH and RJ decisions of the Upper Tribunal (UT). The 

release will be published at: PIP administrative exercise: 

progress on cases cleared - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk). 

The MH decision changed how overwhelming 

psychological distress is considered when assessing 

someone’s ability to plan and follow a journey. The RJ 

decision changed how we decide whether someone can 

carry out an activity safely and if they need supervision. 

As at the end of November 2022, we have reviewed 

around 990,000 cases against the MH decision. This 

includes cases where claimants have previously been 

assessed as having ‘overwhelming psychological distress’ 

or who have a ‘psychiatric disorder’ as one of their health 

conditions. We have also reviewed around 1,100,000 

cases against the RJ decision. This includes cases where 

claimants have a ‘neurological disease’ as one of their 

health conditions. All reviews will have been carried out 

by a Case Manager within the department. 

Around 8,400 arrears payments, totalling around £44 

million, have been made. No one should have seen their 

PIP reduced because of this exercise. 

In addition, we will continue to review any case for any 

claimant who asks us to. 

This has been a complex and substantial exercise, 

involving over 2,090,000 reviews against two UT 

decisions. Our approach demonstrates that we have 

prioritised claimants who are most likely to benefit, to 

make backdated payments as quickly as possible. 

We have set out further background to this release in an 

updated ‘Frequently Asked Questions’. I will deposit a 

copy of this document and the statistical release in the 

House Library. 

Public Service Pensions and Judicial Offices 

Act 2022: Treasury Directions 

[HLWS445] 

Baroness Penn: My right honourable friend the Chief 

Secretary to the Treasury (John Glen) has today made the 

following Written Ministerial Statement: 

The Government is committed to public service 

pensions which are fair to public sector workers. In 2015 

(2014 for local government workers in England and 

Wales), reforms were made to Public Service Pension 

Schemes in England and Wales to provide workers with 

fairer pensions arrangements and to make the pension 

schemes more sustainable and affordable for the longer 

term. These reforms followed the recommendations of the 

Independent Public Service Pensions Commission. The 

Government believes the 2015 changes to public service 

pensions balanced the interests of public service workers, 

employers and taxpayers fairly. 

However, when the reforms were introduced, they 

provided ‘transitional protections’ which allowed 

members who were close to retirement to remain in the 

previous scheme (the legacy scheme). In December 2018, 

the Court of Appeal found that these transitional 

protections in the judicial and firefighters’ pension 

schemes gave rise to unlawful discrimination (the 

McCloud and Sargeant case). 

The Public Service Pensions and Judicial Offices Act 

2022 was enacted to remedy the discrimination identified 

by the courts. The Act provides a retrospective remedy, 

such that affected members are treated as if they had 

always been in the legacy scheme for their period of 

remediable service, as well as providing affected 

members a choice of which pension benefits they wish to 

receive for that period when those benefits are put into 

payment. The detail of the retrospective remedy for 

affected members will be set out in scheme regulations 

made under the Act for each affected pension scheme. 

The retrospective remedy is due to come into force by 1 

October 2023. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-statement/Lords/2022-12-15/HLWS442/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/re-insurance-in-the-course-of-transfers-of-long-term-business
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/re-insurance-in-the-course-of-transfers-of-long-term-business
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/re-insurance-in-the-course-of-transfers-of-long-term-business
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/re-insurance-in-the-course-of-transfers-of-long-term-business
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-statement/Lords/2022-12-15/HLWS440/
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/pip-administrative-exercise-progress-on-cases-cleared
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/pip-administrative-exercise-progress-on-cases-cleared
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/pip-administrative-exercise-progress-on-cases-cleared
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-statement/Lords/2022-12-15/HLWS445/
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The Act provides for HM Treasury to make directions 

to set out how schemes must exercise the powers 

provided in the Act in making scheme regulations. The 

government has made and published Treasury Directions 

today and they are available at 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/public-

service-pensions-and-judicial-offices-act-2022-treasury-

directions 

The Directions ensure that scheme regulations for the 

public service schemes can implement a comprehensive 

remedy for affected members. The Directions provide for 

consistent treatment across the public service pension 

schemes to enable schemes to return members to the 

position they would have been had the discrimination not 

arisen. The publication of the Treasury Directions today 

enables the responsible authorities (Secretaries of State 

with responsibility for the public service schemes and the 

Welsh and Scottish ministers for the devolved schemes) 

to proceed to develop and consult their stakeholders on 

scheme regulations to deliver the remedy in each of the 

public service schemes. Following consultation, the 

Secretaries of State responsible for the pension schemes 

for the NHS, Teachers, local government workers and 

Police in England and Wales, Firefighters in England, the 

UK Armed Forces and the Civil Service in Great Britain, 

will then make and lay secondary legislation in 

Parliament. Scheme regulations must come into force by 

1 October 2023. 

Rape Review Action Plan 

[HLWS439] 

Lord Bellamy: My right honourable friend the Deputy 

Prime Minister, Secretary of State for Justice and Lord 

Chancellor (Dominic Raab) has made the following 

written statement: 

The Government is today publishing a progress report 

eighteen months on from the publication of the End-to-

End Rape Review Action Plan. This is the third six-

monthly progress report on implementation of the Rape 

Review Action Plan and demonstrates the Government’s 

ongoing commitment to be transparent and accountable to 

the public on our progress in delivering the ambitions of 

the Rape Review. 

The latest progress report sets out that we are on track 

to meet our ambitions in the Review, to more than double 

the number of adult rape cases reaching court by the end 

of this parliament. In Q2 2022, compared to the 2019 

quarterly average, adult rape police referrals to the Crown 

Prosecution Service were up 95%, CPS adult rape charges 

were up 65% and the number of adult rape cases reaching 

Crown Court were up 91%. 

The Government has also today published an 

independently authored report on the policing aspects of 

Operation Soteria, a policing and CPS programme to 

develop new operating models for the investigation and 

prosecution of rape in England and Wales by June 2023. 

The report outlines the key findings from research in five 

police forces and provides an initial draft of the National 

Operating Model for the investigation of rape which will 

be available to all police forces from June 2023. 

The Rape Review Progress Report sets out that: 

• We are also publishing today a series of user-friendly 

guides on gov.uk for victims of rape and sexual assault, to 

enable victims to better understand what they can expect 

as their case progresses through the criminal justice 

system. 

• We have launched the 24/7 Rape and Sexual Abuse 

Support Line which will provide all victims and survivors 

access to dedicated support whenever and wherever they 

need it. 

• We have also completed the expansion of Operation 

Soteria to a further 14 police forces and three further CPS 

areas. The aims of this ambitious joint police and CPS 

programme of work include: 

Improve relationships between police and CPS and 

prioritise early collaboration so strong cases can be 

built as early as possible; 

Improve victim communication including a pledge for 

more frequent contact and a clear guide to explain the 

justice process; and 

Strengthen the partnership between Independent Sexual 

Violence Advisors, CPS and Police to better coordinate 

support for victims. 

• We successfully rolled out pre-recorded cross-

examination for victims of sexual offences, a vital 

measure now available in all Crown Courts across 

England and Wales. This will spare survivors and 

victims’ the trauma of giving evidence in the glare of a 

courtroom. 

• We introduced new powers through the Police, Crime, 

Sentencing and Courts (PCSC) Act will stop 

unnecessary and intrusive requests for victims’ phones 

and we are continuing to work with police forces to 

ensure they have the capability to return victims devices 

within 24 hours. 

These actions form part of the Government’s ambition 

to create meaningful cross-system change, improve the 

experience of victims and bring more perpetrators to 

justice. 

UN Committee on the Rights of Persons with 

Disabilities: Follow-up Report 

[HLWS443] 

Baroness Stedman-Scott: My honourable Friend, the 

Minister of State for Disabled People, Health and Work 

(Tom Pursglove MP) has made the following Written 

Statement: 

Today, I will place in the House Library a copy of the 

UK’s 2022 follow-up report to the UN Committee on the 

Rights of Persons with Disabilities, following the 2016 

inquiry. 

This Government is committed to eliminating barriers 

faced by disabled people, in order to realise their full 

participation and inclusion in society. The follow-up 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/public-service-pensions-and-judicial-offices-act-2022-treasury-directions
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/public-service-pensions-and-judicial-offices-act-2022-treasury-directions
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/public-service-pensions-and-judicial-offices-act-2022-treasury-directions
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/public-service-pensions-and-judicial-offices-act-2022-treasury-directions
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-statement/Lords/2022-12-15/HLWS439/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-statement/Lords/2022-12-15/HLWS443/
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report demonstrates how we are implementing the UN 

Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and 

showcases positive action taking place across the UK to 

support disabled people. 

The UK Government has implemented numerous 

policies and programmes to tackle the barriers faced by 

disabled people relevant to the articles examined by the 

inquiry, as highlighted in our latest report to the UN 

Committee for the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. 

We have seen 1.3 million more disabled people in work 

than in 2017 - delivering a Government commitment five 

years early. We are investing £1.3 billion over three years 

in employment support for disabled people and people 

with health conditions. 

The Government is providing households with cost of 

living support totalling over £37 billion this year. This 

includes a £650 Cost of Living Payment for people on 

means-tested benefits. In addition to this, 6 million 

eligible disabled people have received a one-off, 

Disability Cost of Living Payment of £150 to help with 

additional costs. 

We are reforming social care support to improve 

disabled people’s access to care services and ensure 

integrated health and care support. Increased funding for 

adult social care will also ensure a fairer cost of care for 

both carers and patients. Improvements in the 

accessibility of homes and transport are helping disabled 

people to live independently and have a better standard of 

living. 

We supported the passage of the British Sign Language 

(BSL) Act (2022) which recognises BSL as a language of 

England, Wales and Scotland in its own right. A BSL 

Advisory Board is being established to guide 

implementation of the Act from the perspective of people 

who use BSL. 

Recognising the need for wider societal change across 

all industries, our 19 Disability and Access Ambassadors 

are using their expertise and influence in business to help 

drive and support changes in access for disabled 

consumers and employees. 

Alongside this, we recognise the importance of co-

ordinated action across Government, reflecting the full 

range of services and opportunities that deliver full 

participation. Our Ministerial Disability Champions have 

been supporting and driving forward work on disability in 

their respective departments. 

We continue to engage with disabled people and 

stakeholders through Disabled People’s Organisations, 

networks and relevant organisations. This is to ensure that 

lived experience underpins regular and coordinated action 

across Government. We remain committed to improving 

the lives of disabled people and making our society a 

more inclusive and accessible place for all disabled 

people. 
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Written Answers 
Thursday, 15 December 2022 

Advanced Therapy Medicinal Products 

Asked by Baroness Wheeler 

To ask His Majesty's Government, further to the 

England Rare Diseases Action Plan 2022, published on 

28 February, when the strategic approach on Advanced 

Therapy Medicinal Products will be published; and 

what engagement is being carried out as part of its 

development. [HL4188] 

Lord Markham: NHS England is continuing to 

develop its strategic approach on Advanced Therapy 

Medicinal Products (ATMPs), informed by engagement 

with patients, providers and the pharmaceutical industry. 

This is focused on the commissioning and implementation 

of ATMPs, including service readiness, redesign, 

investment and provider selection. While no formal 

publication is currently planned, progress will be reported 

in England’s Rare Diseases Action Plans. 

Ambulance Services: Strikes 

Asked by Lord Roberts of Llandudno 

To ask His Majesty's Government what plans 

they have, if any, to ensure the running of an effective 

ambulance service in the event of any industrial action 

by ambulance workers. [HL3950] 

Lord Markham: NHS England is leading national 

planning to ensure that employers and trade unions 

discuss local derogations to identify which services are 

exempt from strike action to protect patient safety. 

NHS England is also providing targeted support to 

some hospitals facing delays with ambulance handovers 

through a winter improvement collaborative programme 

to share best practice. The National Health Service is 

increasing capacity by the equivalent of at least 7,000 

general and acute beds and £500 million has been 

allocated for the Adult Social Care Discharge Fund to 

improve patient flow through hospitals and reduce 

waiting times in transferring ambulance patients to 

accident and emergency departments. 

Asylum 

Asked by Lord Hylton 

To ask His Majesty's Government what steps they are 

taking to reduce (1) the time taken to make decisions on 

asylum applications, and (2) the backlog of older cases. 

[HL3935] 

Lord Murray of Blidworth: To further accelerate 

decision making we will drive productivity improvements 

by simplifying and modernising our system. This includes 

measures like shortening interviews, removing 

unnecessary interviews, making guidance simpler and 

more accessible, dealing with cases more swiftly where 

they can be certified as manifestly unfounded and 

recruiting extra decision makers. 

BBC: Complaints 

Asked by Lord Pearson of Rannoch 

To ask His Majesty's Government what assessment 

they have made of the effectiveness of Ofcom's systems 

of investigating and reporting on complaints about BBC 

bias. [HL3947] 

Asked by Lord Pearson of Rannoch 

To ask His Majesty's Government what plans they 

have to establish a new body, with a majority of non-

BBC members, to ensure that the BBC is compliant 

with its charter requirements on impartiality and 

accuracy. [HL3948] 

Lord Parkinson of Whitley Bay: The current Royal 

Charter for the BBC, introduced in January 2017, 

established Ofcom as the BBC’s regulator to ensure that 

the corporation is robustly, and independently, held to 

account as the nation's broadcaster. 

His Majesty’s Government is clear that the BBC has to 

provide high-quality, distinctive content and services. It is 

ultimately a matter for Ofcom as the independent 

regulator on how to enforce these obligations through 

regulation. 

Ofcom is responsible for editorial standards, and can 

consider complaints about BBC content, including 

accuracy and impartiality. 

The Government is looking at the governance and 

regulation of the BBC as part of the Mid-Term Review of 

the Charter. The Terms of Reference for that review can 

be found here. The Mid-Term Review will consider 

whether the current regulatory arrangements for the BBC 

are working effectively and whether any reforms are 

necessary. 

Community Diagnostic Centres and Surgical 

Hubs 

Asked by Lord Warner 

To ask His Majesty's Government what NHS 

diagnostic and treatment hubs were established during 

2022; what are their locations; what services each hub 

provides; how they were selected; and when each one 

became operational. [HL3732] 

Asked by Lord Warner 

To ask His Majesty's Government what elective 

surgical hubs were established in 2022; what are their 

locations; what services each hub provides; how they 

were selected; and when each one became operational. 

[HL3733] 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2022-12-08/HL4188
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2022-12-01/HL3950
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2022-12-01/HL3935
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2022-12-01/HL3935
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2022-12-01/HL3947
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2022-12-01/HL3948
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/bbc-charter-and-framework-agreement/bbc-mid-term-review-terms-of-reference
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/bbc-charter-and-framework-agreement/bbc-mid-term-review-terms-of-reference
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2022-11-23/HL3732
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2022-11-23/HL3733
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2022-11-23/HL3733
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Asked by Lord Warner 

To ask His Majesty's Government whether the 

independent sector was invited to participate in the 

selection of (1) NHS diagnostic and treatment hubs, or 

(2) elective surgical hubs; and if so, whether this was on 

the basis of a specific volume of service contracts or 

spot purchases. [HL3734] 

Asked by Lord Warner 

To ask His Majesty's Government what arrangements 

they have put in place to advise (1) GPs, and (2) 

patients, on their ability to use diagnostic and surgical 

hubs as an alternative to waiting for treatment at their 

local hospital. [HL3735] 

Lord Markham: A table showing surgical hubs and 

community diagnostic centres (CDCs) established in 

2022, with the services provided, the National Health 

Service region, the relevant integrated care system and 

NHS trust, the name of the hub and the date of opening, is 

attached due to the size of the data. Information on the 

selection criteria for each CDC and surgical hub is not 

held centrally. 

Local systems undertake an evaluation of the most 

appropriate locations for CDCs, including consideration 

of accessibility, affordability and addressing inequality 

and deprivation. Business cases are scrutinised by a 

national approvals panel with clinical and diagnostic 

experts to assess feasibility prior to approval. CDC 

locations are also subject to Ministerial approval. Surgical 

hub locations have been selected by a clinically-led 

process to ensure that sites are connected to the 

appropriate services to deliver high quality outcomes for 

patients and to consider health inequalities. The 

independent sector were not invited to participate in the 

selection of CDCs or surgical hubs. 

NHS England has engaged with patient forums and 

undertaken a public awareness campaign on the 

expansion of services. The Department and NHS England 

are working with general practitioners (GPs), cancer 

charities and patient representatives to expand direct GP 

access to diagnostic scans for those with concerning 

symptoms which do not align with the two-week cancer 

referral target to see a specialist. 

The Answer includes the following attached material: 

2022 CDC and Hub locations [2022 CDC and Hub locations.xlsx] 

The material can be viewed online at: 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-

answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2022-11-23/HL3732 

Coronavirus: Drugs 

Asked by Lord Mendelsohn 

To ask His Majesty's Government, further to the 

publication of the RAPID C-19 Oversight Group report 

on 6 October, whether the Antivirals and Therapeutics 

Taskforce has determined the nature and threshold of 

evidence required for a prophylactic monoclonal 

antibody treatment to be made available via interim 

clinical policy before an appraisal by the National 

Institute for Health and Care Excellence. [HL4103] 

Lord Markham: The interim procurement decisions 

on COVID-19 treatments, including prophylactics, have 

been based on the available evidence of clinical 

effectiveness and advice from expert groups, including 

RAPID C-19 and a United Kingdom national expert 

policy working group. This considers the available 

clinical evidence for efficacy in preventing symptomatic 

infection, hospitalisation or mortality from COVID-19. 

Any future decisions on licensed treatments in England, 

including prophylactics, will be taken through the 

National Institute for Health and Care Excellence’s health 

technology evaluation process. 

Asked by Lord Mendelsohn 

To ask His Majesty's Government what 

assessment they have made of the equalities impact of 

replacing the COVID-19 Medicines Delivery Units in 

order to move COVID-19 therapeutics delivery to 

primary care. [HL4104] 

Lord Markham: NHS England is supporting 

integrated care boards (ICBs) to transition COVID-19 

therapeutic access and treatment from secondary care-

based COVID-19 Medicine Delivery Units to routine 

access pathways, which may include a greater role for 

primary care or a patient’s usual care provider, such as 

hospital specialists. This should improve outcomes for 

eligible patients and protected groups by offering 

treatments in more accessible settings which can support 

long-term demand. ICBs are expected to mitigate local 

health inequalities and determine how under-served 

communities can be reached. ICBs will also undertake 

equality and health inequalities impact assessments when 

establishing any new local service provision. 

Asked by Lord Mendelsohn 

To ask His Majesty's Government what percentage of 

people who received COVID-19 treatment in a 

community setting subsequently died from COVID-19. 

[HL4105] 

Lord Markham: This information is not held centrally 

in the format requested. NHS England continues to work 

with research organisations to understand the impact of 

treatments on clinical outcomes, such as the 

RECOVERY, PANORAMIC, OpenSAFELY or ISARIC 

studies. 

Credit 

Asked by The Lord Bishop of Durham 

To ask His Majesty's Government whether they have 

any plans to increase regulation for unregulated digital 

Buy-Now-Pay-Later products; and if so, when they 

intend to introduce such measures. [HL4149] 

Baroness Penn: The Government has announced its 

intention to bring currently unregulated Buy-Now Pay-

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2022-11-23/HL3734
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2022-11-23/HL3735
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2022-11-23/HL3732
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2022-11-23/HL3732
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2022-11-23/HL3732
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2022-12-07/HL4103
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2022-12-07/HL4104
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2022-12-07/HL4105
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2022-12-07/HL4105
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2022-12-08/HL4149
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Later products into Financial Conduct Authority 

regulation. The Government published a consultation on a 

proposed proportionate approach to regulation in October 

2021, and published a response to that consultation in 

June 2022. 

The Government will publish a consultation on draft 

legislation soon. 

Credit Rating: First Time Buyers 

Asked by Lord Blunkett 

To ask His Majesty's Government what consultations 

they have had with UK mortgage lenders regarding 

their assessment procedures, including the use of 

algorithms, for creditworthiness; and what steps they 

will take to ensure that first-time-buyers who have been 

renting from more than one landlord immediately prior 

to their mortgage application will not be disadvantaged 

during credit record checks. [HL4047] 

Baroness Penn: The Treasury are in regular contact 

with mortgage lenders on all aspects of their business, 

including lending to first-time buyers. However, the 

pricing and availability of loans is a commercial decision 

for lenders in which the Government does not intervene. 

Likewise, beyond what is set out in regulation, the factors 

that lenders take into consideration when assessing 

mortgage applications is a commercial decision for 

individual lenders to make. 

Nevertheless, this Government remains committed to 

making the aspiration of homeownership a reality for as 

many households as possible. Indeed, we are investing 

£11.5 billion to build more of the affordable, quality 

homes this country needs, and operate a range of schemes 

that aim to: increase the supply of low-deposit mortgages 

for credit-worthy households, increase the availability of 

new housing, and stimulate economic growth. These 

include First Homes, Shared Ownership through the 

Affordable Homes Programme and the Mortgage 

Guarantee Scheme. The Government also helps first-time 

buyers to save for a deposit through the Lifetime ISA and 

Help to Buy: ISA. Over 800,000 households have been 

helped to purchase a home since spring 2010 through 

these Government-backed schemes, with the annual 

number of first-time buyers at a 20-year high in 2021. 

Dental Services: Finance 

Asked by Lord Stunell 

To ask His Majesty's Government, further to the 

announcement by the Chancellor of the Exchequer in 

his Autumn Statement on 17 November that the NHS 

will be given £3.3 billion additional funding, what 

proportion of that funding will be spent on rebuilding 

community NHS dentistry services in areas with (1) no, 

or (2) low, take-up of new adult NHS patients, such as 

Stockport. [HL4126] 

Lord Markham: NHS England will publish its 

planning guidance and funding allocations for 2023/24 in 

due course. 

NHS England asked dental practices to return to full 

delivery of contracted activity from July 2022. In 

September, we announced how we will meet oral health 

needs and increase access to dental care. This includes 

improvements to ensure dentists are renumerated fairly 

for more complex work, allowing greater flexibility to 

reallocate resources and to utilise dentists with greater 

capacity to deliver National Health Service treatment, 

whilst enabling full use of the dental team. We will also 

streamline processes for overseas dentists and holding the 

local NHS to account for dentistry provision. In addition, 

Health Education England is also reforming dental 

education to improve the recruitment and retention of 

dental professionals. 

Electronic Cigarettes: Children and Young 

People 

Asked by Lord Storey 

To ask His Majesty's Government what steps they are 

taking, if any, to discourage children and young people 

from vaping. [HL4077] 

Lord Markham: While the Government  supports 

adult smokers switching to vaping in order to quit 

smoking,  we continue to discourage use in children and 

non-smokers. We have introduced a regulatory 

framework to deter the appeal of vaping to children 

through restricting product advertising, limits on nicotine 

strength, labelling and safety requirements and it is illegal 

to sell vapes to those aged under 18 years old. The 

Department continues to work with the relevant agencies 

to ensure these regulations are enforced in England. 

We have updated online information and advice on the  

Better Health and Talk to Frank platform. The 

Department of Health and Social Care continues to work 

with the Department of Education to communicate with 

schools policies to prevent children from vaping. 

Energy Price Guarantee 

Asked by Lord Kamall 

To ask His Majesty's Government whether they 

examined the case for (1) reducing VAT on domestic 

fuel, and (2) raising the personal allowance for 

taxpayers, as an alternative to the Energy Price 

Guarantee before they announced the Autumn 

Statement on 17 November; and if not, why not. 

[HL4154] 

Baroness Penn: The Government made the difficult 

but necessary decision to maintain income tax thresholds 

until April 2028 to ensure the tax system supports strong 

public finances. 

 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2022-12-06/HL4047
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2022-12-07/HL4126
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http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2022-12-08/HL4154
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Maintaining these thresholds is universal, progressive 

and fair. The highest earners will contribute more of the 

revenue. Even with the decision to maintain thresholds 

the Personal Allowance (PA) has increased by over 40 per 

cent in real terms since 2010, ensuring some of the lowest 

earners do not pay income tax. Thanks to the PA, in 2021-

22 around 30% of earners didn’t pay tax. 

The UK’s PA is high by international standards – it is 

one of the most generous personal tax allowances in the 

OECD and highest in the G7. 

The Government also recognises that families should 

not have to bear all of the VAT costs they incur to meet 

their needs, with domestic fuels such as gas, electricity 

and heating oil already subject to the reduced rate of VAT 

at 5 per cent of VAT. 

The Government's package of support to help 

households with their energy bills is more generous than 

an additional VAT cut on domestic fuel and power, and 

there would be no guarantee that suppliers would pass on 

the discounts from this relief to all customers. 

As with all aspects of the tax system, the Government 

will continue to keep income tax thresholds and VAT 

under review and any decisions on future changes will be 

taken by the Chancellor in the context of the wider public 

finances. 

Energy: Meters 

Asked by Lord Shipley 

To ask His Majesty's Government, what steps they 

are taking to support consumers who cannot monitor 

their energy consumption via their smart meter as a 

result of a failure to connect with a data hub. [HL3957] 

Lord Callanan: Energy suppliers are required by 

licence conditions to take all reasonable steps to ensure 

their customers’ smart meters are fully functional and 

provide customers with complete and accurate 

information. Energy suppliers must also offer an In-Home 

Display (IHD) at the point of installation and provide a 

replacement or repair for any faulty IHD within the first 

year of installing a consumer’s smart meters. 

The Office of Gas and Electricity Markets (Ofgem) is 

responsible for regulating energy suppliers against their 

licence obligations. 

Financial Services: Regulation 

Asked by Lord Sharkey 

To ask His Majesty's Government which of the 

Chancellor’s proposed reforms to financial services 

regulation, announced in Edinburgh on 8 December, 

will (1) require primary legislation, (2) require 

secondary legislation, (3) be achievable using 

existing powers; and for each of the proposed reforms 

that can be made using existing powers, what power 

they intend to use in each case. [HL4237] 

Baroness Penn: The Edinburgh Reforms, launched by 

the Chancellor on 9 December, take forward the 

government’s ambition for the UK to be the world’s most 

innovative and competitive global financial centre. We 

are committed to an open, sustainable, and 

technologically advanced financial services sector that is 

globally competitive and acts in the interests of 

communities and citizens across all four nations of the 

UK. 

As part of the Edinburgh Reforms package, several 

consultations were either launched or trailed. It would not 

be appropriate to pre-judge the outcome of these 

consultations, nor how any measures may be implemented 

when final government policy has yet to be agreed. The 

outcomes of these consultations will be taken forward in 

the usual manner and peers will be able to engage in the 

normal ways depending on the precise form of 

implementation. 

As set out in the Chancellor's written statement, a 

number of reforms will require secondary legislation. 

These are: 

• Secondary legislation in Q1 2023 to remove burdens 

for firms trading commodities derivatives as an 

ancillary activity. The powers to implement this can be 

found in: Article 3 of the Financial Services and 

Markets Act 2000 (Regulated Activities) Order 2001, 

Article 3 of the Financial Service and Markets Act 2000 

(Markets in Financial Instruments) Regulations 2017, 

and Article 4 of the Financial Regulators’ Powers 

(Technical Standards etc.) (Amendment etc.) (EU Exit) 

Regulations 2018. 

• Secondary legislation in 2023 to improve the 

functionality of the ring-fencing regime. The powers to 

implement these proposed reforms, which will be 

subject to consultation in mid-2023, can be found in 

Part 9B of the Financial Services and Markets Act 

2000. 

• Secondary legislation, when parliamentary time 

allows, to amend the Building Societies Act 1986. The 

powers to implement this can be found in Section 7 of 

the Building Societies Act 1986, and Section 104 (1) of 

the Building Societies Act 1986. 

Additionally, the government will add transactions in 

certain cryptoassets to the Investment Management 

Exemption list for tax purposes. The existing list of 

investment transactions is set out in the Investment 

Manager (Investment Transactions) Regulations 2014. 

HMRC is able to make this change using existing powers 

contained in sections 827(2) and 835S(4) ITA07 and 

section 1150 CTA10. 

Several of the Edinburgh Reforms are also being taken 

forward as primary legislation through the Financial 

Services and Markets Bill (FSM). These are the 

implementation of a Financial Market Infrastructure 

Sandbox in 2023, the establishment of a safe regulatory 

environment for stablecoins and the repeal of retained EU 

law in financial services. The FSM Bill contains 

provisions that will enable the government to commence 
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the repeal of retained EU law in financial services and 

implement its replacement, a smarter regulatory 

framework specifically tailored to the UK, using 

secondary legislation following the passage of the Bill. 

The government will also legislate in the Finance Bill to 

amend the tax rules for Real Estate Investment Trusts. 

Fuel Poverty 

Asked by Lord Taylor of Warwick 

To ask His Majesty's Government what support they 

are providing to people experiencing fuel poverty as a 

result of increased energy bills. [HL3958] 

Lord Callanan: The Government is committed to 

supporting all households, especially low income and 

vulnerable households. 

This winter, the Government is providing direct support 

to millions of households through the Energy Price 

Guarantee and the Energy Bills Support Scheme. 

This is in addition to targeted support through the cost 

of living support packages, announced in May (2022-23) 

and November (2023-24). Both packages target 

vulnerable and low income households, including those 

on means-tested benefits, pensioners and those with a 

disability. 

Energy efficiency remains the best way to tackle fuel 

poverty in the long term, with support available through 

the Energy Company Obligation, Home Upgrade Grant, 

Local Authority Delivery scheme and Social Housing 

Decarbonisation Fund. 

Gender Recognition: Children 

Asked by Lord Blencathra 

To ask His Majesty's Government how many children 

have been prescribed puberty blockers in each of the 

last 10 years. [HL4140] 

Lord Markham: Gonadotropin-releasing hormone 

agonists or ‘puberty blockers’ are used to treat several 

medical conditions in children and young people. These 

include precocious puberty, some forms of cancer, 

endometriosis and gender dysphoria. Information on the 

clinical indication for which these medications have been 

prescribed is not held centrally. 

The following table shows the number of identifiable 

patients where gonadotropin-releasing hormone agonists 

for all purposes for children aged under 18 years old has 

been prescribed and dispensed in primary and secondary 

care prescribing and dispensing in the community in 

England in each year from 2015/16 to September 2022. 

Data is not held prior to April 2015. 

Financial year Patients identified 

2015/2016 885 

2016/2017 987 

2017/2018 1,047 

Financial year Patients identified 

2018/2019 1,072 

2019/2020 1,048 

2020/2021 936 

2021/2022 864 

April to September 2022 693 

Source: NHS Business Services Authority 

Note: 

Prescriptions have only been included where a National 

Health Service number has been identified during 

processing and an age has been recorded. The same 

patients may appear in multiple years. 

Geothermal Power: Finance 

Asked by Lord Teverson 

To ask His Majesty's Government what consideration 

they have given to the UK’s geothermal industry and 

the role of the Contracts for Difference scheme in 

supporting new developments. [HL3961] 

Lord Callanan: The Government supports the 

development of geothermal projects provided it can be 

done at an acceptable cost to consumers, and the most 

promising use case in the UK appears to be for heat. 

Government is supporting the development of low-carbon 

heat networks and thereby building its capability to 

harness heat from sources such as geothermal energy. 

Projects generating electricity from geothermal heat are 

able to bid into the Contracts for Difference scheme. 

The Government is also supporting a report seeking 

evidence on geothermal opportunities in the UK, which 

will involve gathering industry’s views through 

stakeholder workshops and interviews. 

Health Services 

Asked by Baroness Merron 

To ask His Majesty's Government when NHS 

England will publish a timeline for the update of service 

specifications in specialised services. [HL4166] 

Asked by Baroness Merron 

To ask His Majesty's Government what specialised 

services service specifications NHS England will 

update in 2023. [HL4167] 

Lord Markham: NHS England will review and update 

service specifications for specialised services during the 

next three to five years. NHS England is currently 

determining which specifications will be updated in 2023, 

taking into account progress made in 2022/23 and the 

emerging priorities for 2023/24. 
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Influenza: Drugs 

Asked by Baroness Ritchie of Downpatrick 

To ask His Majesty's Government whether NICE 

guidelines on influenza Neuraminidase Inhibitor (NI) 

drugs take account of the importance of rapid 

diagnostics, given that the optimal impact of NI drugs is 

within 48 hours of infection. [HL3910] 

Lord Markham: The National Institute for Health and 

Care Excellence’s (NICE) technology appraisal guidance, 

Amantadine, oseltamivir and zanamivir for the treatment 

of influenza, recommends use of the neuraminidase 

inhibitors oseltamivir and zanamivir in specific 

circumstances. A copy of the guidance is attached. 

NICE’s guidance does not require that patients have a 

test to confirm a diagnosis of influenza prior to initiating 

treatment. However, it recommends the use of a 

neuraminidase inhibitor for the treatment of influenza in 

adults and children, where national surveillance schemes 

indicate that influenza virus A or B is circulating; the 

person is in an 'at-risk' group as defined in NICE’s 

guidance; and the person presents with an influenza-like 

illness and can commence treatment within 48 hours, or 

within 36 hours for zanamivir treatment in children, of the 

onset of symptoms as per the licensed indications. 

The Answer includes the following attached material: 

Amantadine, oseltamivir and zanamivir guidance [Amantadine, 

oseltamivir and zanamivir for the treatment of influenza - 

guidance.pdf] 

The material can be viewed online at: 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-

answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2022-11-30/HL3910 

Integrated Care Boards 

Asked by Baroness Merron 

To ask His Majesty's Government how many 

Integrated Care Boards they forecast will take on full 

delegated specialised commissioning responsibility 

from April 2023. [HL4163] 

Asked by Baroness Merron 

To ask His Majesty's Government when NHS 

England will confirm how many multi-Integrated Care 

Board footprints will be established in 2023 to take on 

joint commissioning responsibility for specialised 

services. [HL4164] 

Lord Markham: The number of integrated care boards 

(ICBs) which will take on responsibility for specialised 

commissioning and the number of multi-ICB footprints 

has not yet been confirmed. The responsibility for 

commissioning services assessed to be suitable will be 

delegated to ICBs or to joint committees of NHS England 

and ICBs in 2023/24, following an assessment of system 

readiness. 

NHS England is currently working with ICBs to assess 

system readiness, including identifying multi-ICB 

footprints. Following a moderation process, 

recommendations will be made to NHS England’s board 

for final decisions early in 2023, prior to the deployment 

of the new arrangements from April 2023. 

Local Government: Flags 

Asked by Lord Roberts of Llandudno 

To ask His Majesty's Government what permission 

local authorities need to fly the (1) Ukrainian flag, (2) 

UN flag, (3) EU flag, and (4) flag of any country other 

than the UK or Ukraine. [HL3951] 

Baroness Scott of Bybrook: The display of flags in 

England is controlled under The Town and Country 

Planning (Control of Advertisements) (England) 

Regulations 2007 (as amended). Certain flags, as 

specified under Class H of Schedule 1 to the Regulations, 

do not require advertisement consent. These include the 

national flags of any country and the flags of the 

Commonwealth, the United Nations or any other 

international organisation of which the United Kingdom 

is a member. 

Medical Technologies Directorate 

Asked by Lord Bethell 

To ask His Majesty's Government what are 

the objectives of the MedTech Directorate of the 

Department of Health and Social Care; and when they 

intend to publish the (1) strategy, and (2) workplan, for 

achieving those objectives. [HL3932] 

Lord Markham: The Directorate aims to ensure that 

the health and care system has a resilient supply chain for 

safe and high quality products, provides value for money, 

embeds sustainability, has access to and adoption of 

innovative products and a managed transition for medical 

technology issues following the United Kingdom’s exit 

from the European Union and the recovery from the 

COVID-19 pandemic. 

The Directorate has engaged with industry on the 

Medtech strategy, which is due to be published shortly 

and is establishing a governing board to oversee the 

strategy’s implementation. Further information on the 

implementation of the strategy will be available early in 

the new year. 

Medicine: Education 

Asked by Lord Naseby 

To ask His Majesty's Government what assessment 

they have made of the reasons why the new medical 

schools at Worcester, Brunel, and Chester universities 

are primarily recruiting foreign students rather than 

UK-based applicants. [HL4020] 

Lord Markham: No specific assessment has been 

made. The Government has committed to publishing a 

workforce plan next year, which will include 
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independently verified forecasts for the number of 

healthcare professionals required in future years. 

Midwives 

Asked by Baroness Merron 

To ask His Majesty's Government what plans they 

have, if any, to make a statement on the midwifery 

profession in England. [HL3662] 

Lord Markham: In 2022, we have invested an 

additional £127 million in the National Health Service 

maternity workforce and improving neonatal care. This is 

further to the £95 million invested in 2021 to fund an 

additional 1,200 midwives and 100 consultant 

obstetricians. The NHS People Plan also aims to improve 

working conditions for staff through flexible working and 

supporting an inclusive and compassionate workplace 

culture. 

NHS: Drugs 

Asked by Baroness Merron 

To ask His Majesty's Government, further to the 

Roadmap for integrating specialised services within 

Integrated Care Systems, published on 31 May, whether 

NHS England will maintain their current arrangements 

for commissioning high cost drugs. [HL4165] 

Lord Markham: NHS England plans to maintain the 

arrangements for commissioning high cost drugs 

established in 2020/21 to 2023/24. During 2020/21 NHS 

England established a central reimbursement process for 

high cost drugs based on reported data, to ensure that 

providers and local commissioners are not exposed to 

financial risk on drugs which have recently approved by 

the National Institute for Health and Care Excellence, 

monitor allocation and expenditure and improve financial 

control. 

NHS England is exploring more flexibility for systems 

on the use of high cost drugs to support savings initiatives 

and reinvestments according to local priorities, while 

avoiding unnecessary financial risks. 

NHS: Recruitment 

Asked by Baroness Merron 

To ask His Majesty's Government when NHS 

England will finalise the recruitment of new clinical 

leaders in specialised services, including national 

clinical directors and national specialty advisors. 

[HL4168] 

Lord Markham: This recruitment is complete with the 

exception of a small number of roles. Further recruitment 

for these roles is expected to be completed by the end of 

January 2023. 

Office for Budget Responsibility: Vacancies 

Asked by Lord Taylor of Warwick 

To ask His Majesty's Government, further to forecasts 

by the Office for Budget Responsibility (OBR) 

regarding vacancies in the labour market, what 

assessment they have made of the level of vacancies in 

relation to unemployment. [HL3959] 

Baroness Stedman-Scott: Unemployment is falling 

and the number of people on payroll is at record levels. 

The DWP uses ONS data, which shows unemployment 

to vacancy ratio for Jul-Sep 2022 is 1, meaning that there 

is approximately one unemployed person for every 

vacancy in the UK. This ratio is unchanged on the quarter, 

and down 0.3 on the year- a result of falling 

unemployment and rising vacancies over the last year. 

This ratio is at a near record low level, and we will 

continue to monitor these figures going forward. The 

Department for Work and Pensions aims to help people 

move into work across the country, to help employers fill 

vacant posts to fulfil people’s potential and ensure 

employers can access the skills and talent they need for 

the future. 

Ophthalmic Services: Learning Disability 

Asked by Lord Blunkett 

To ask His Majesty's Government, further to the 

Written Answer by Lord Markham on 1 December 

(HL3634), whether there remains a NHS Long Term 

Plan commitment to invest to ensure that children with 

learning disabilities have their needs met by eyesight 

services. [HL4086] 

Lord Markham: The NHS Long Term Plan 

commitment remains in place. NHS England’s current 

evaluation of its proof-of-concept will inform decisions 

on the scope, funding and delivery of any future sight 

testing model. 

Palliative Care 

Asked by The Marquess of Lothian 

To ask His Majesty's Government, further to the 

report by Marie Curie Better End of Life 2022, 

published in November, which found that “out-of-hours 

palliative care is currently inadequate and fragmented”, 

what plans they have to improve out-of-hours palliative 

care. [HL3940] 

Lord Markham: NHS England has published 

Palliative and End of Life Care: Statutory Guidance for 

Integrated Care Boards (ICBs) to support commissioners 

with the implementation of the Health and Care Act 2022. 

The guidance advises commissioners on defining services 

to meet population needs 24 hours a day, seven days a 

week and ensuring that staff, patients and carers can 

access care and advice.    A copy of the statutory guidance 
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is attached. Between December 2021 and March 2022, 

NHS England allocated more than £4 million for local 

specialist palliative care advice services, including out-of-

hours provision. 

The Answer includes the following attached material: 

Palliative and End of Life Care ICB guidance [Palliative-and-End-

of-Life-Care-Statutory-Guidance-for-Integrated-Care-Boards-

ICBs-September-2022.pdf] 

The material can be viewed online at: 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-

answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2022-12-01/HL3940 

Personal Income: National Insurance 

Contributions 

Asked by Lord Taylor of Warwick 

To ask His Majesty's Government what plans they 

have to provide financial support to those experiencing 

a decrease in income as a result of an increase in 

National Insurance contributions. [HL4041] 

Baroness Penn: 30 million people will be better off by 

an average of £480 in 2023-24 due to changes made to 

National Insurance Contribution (NICs) thresholds and 

rates earlier this year.  

Railways: Manchester Airport 

Asked by Lord Scriven 

To ask His Majesty's Government, further to the 

decision by the Manchester Recovery Task Force to 

terminate the direct train service between Sheffield and 

Manchester Airport, when they expect that service to be 

reinstated. [HL4116] 

Baroness Vere of Norbiton: Early in 2020 we set up 

the Manchester Recovery Task Force, a cross-industry 

group comprising both the train operators and Network 

Rail, to work collaboratively together for the first time to 

look at ways of solving the performance problems of 

Manchester’s complex railway network, in the short term 

through timetable changes and in the long term through 

developing a package of infrastructure enhancements. 

Analysis by the task force showed that, pre-Covid, three 

services were particularly poor performers in central 

Manchester and had a significant impact on the transfer of 

delays across the network. One of the three was South 

Yorkshire to Manchester Airport services which reverse 

at Manchester Piccadilly, consuming two train paths in 

each direction. These trains impact on the Castlefield 

Corridor through the reversing moves they make. 

As new infrastructure is realised and longer trains allow 

for a greater capacity with less congestion, we will look at 

services that could be reintroduced while maintaining a 

reliable timetable. 

Rare Diseases: Drugs 

Asked by Baroness Wheeler 

To ask His Majesty's Government, further to the 

England Rare Diseases Action Plan 2022, published on 

28 February, what is the breakdown of the scope of the 

NHS’ annual report on the uptake of drugs for patients 

with rare diseases; and when it will be published. 

[HL4189] 

Lord Markham: NHS England will provide an annual 

report on the uptake of drugs recommended in the 

National Institute for Health and Care Excellence’s highly 

specialised technology programme for patients with rare 

diseases by the end of 2022/23. This will include data 

comparing the actual patients receiving a drug with 

expected numbers. Where the number of patients is 

sufficiently high for statistical analysis, this will be 

reviewed to determine whether uptake has been 

geographically equitable. 

Rare Diseases: Health Services 

Asked by Baroness Wheeler 

To ask His Majesty's Government what steps they are 

taking to hold delivery partners, including NHS 

England, to account on the remaining incomplete 

actions in the England Rare Diseases Action Plan 2022, 

published on 28 February. [HL4186] 

Lord Markham: All delivery partners, including NHS 

England, report on progress at regular meetings of the 

England Rare Diseases Framework Delivery Group, 

which provides oversight and coordination for the 

delivery of England’s Action Plan. Progress reports are 

made available to stakeholders through the UK Rare 

Diseases Forum. 

The next England Rare Diseases Action Plan is due to 

be published in early 2023 and will include a summary of 

progress to date against actions in the 2022 Action Plan 

and updated metrics and milestones for actions which are 

ongoing. The England Rare Diseases Framework 

Delivery Group will continue to meet regularly to monitor 

and report on progress against these ongoing actions. 

Refugees 

Asked by The Marquess of Lothian 

To ask His Majesty's Government, other than for 

asylum seekers from Syria, Afghanistan and Iraq, what 

are the safe and legal routes into the UK for those 

seeking asylum. [HL3939] 

Lord Murray of Blidworth: The UK has a proud 

record of providing protection for people fleeing war and 

persecution. Whilst we sympathise with people in many 

difficult situations around the world, we are not bound to 

consider asylum claims from the very large numbers of 

people overseas who might like to come here.  Those who  
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need international protection should claim asylum in the 

first safe country they reach as that is the fastest route to 

safety. 

In addition to dedicated resettlement schemes for Syria, 

Afghanistan, Hong Kong and Ukraine, the UK welcomes 

refugees and people in need of protection through the UK 

Resettlement Scheme (UKRS), Community Sponsorship, 

Family Reunion, and Mandate Resettlement Schemes. 

These are global routes which have allowed thousands of 

people fleeing war and persecution to rebuild their lives in 

the UK. 

Retail Trade: Money 

Asked by Lord Stone of Blackheath 

To ask His Majesty's Government what assessment 

they have made of the levels of compliance by 

businesses with the Bills of Exchange Act 1882; and 

what steps they will take to ensure that cash is accepted 

in all retail establishments. [HL4073] 

Baroness Penn: A bill of exchange is a paper financial 

instrument that is used to transfer money from one person 

to another instead of the transfer of the actual money 

itself. The Bills of Exchange Act 1882 does not specify 

how they must pay if one is agreed. 

As technology and consumer behaviour changes, it 

should remain the choice of individual organisations as to 

whether to accept or decline any form of payment, 

including cash or card, based on their consideration of 

factors such as customer preference and cost. 

Nonetheless, the Government recognises that many 

people continue to transact in cash across the UK. The 

Government is currently taking legislation to protect 

access to cash across the UK through Parliament as part 

of the Financial Services and Markets Bill 2022. The 

legislation will establish the Financial Conduct Authority 

as the lead regulator for access to cash with responsibility 

and powers to seek to ensure reasonable provision of 

withdrawal and deposit facilities. This legislation will 

support local businesses to continue accepting cash by 

ensuring they have reasonable access to deposit facilities. 

Further details about the Financial Services and 

Markets Bill can be found on the Parliament website. 

Social Rented Housing: Construction 

Asked by The Lord Bishop of St Albans 

To ask His Majesty's Government what estimate they 

have made of the number of social homes built in each 

local authority area in each of the last five years. 

[HL3953] 

Baroness Scott of Bybrook: The number of new 

affordable homes delivered, including acquisitions, since 

1991-92, can be found in Live Table 1008C, published 

here . Figures for new build only can be found in Live 

Table 1011 or through the open data found at the same 

link. 

The Answer includes the following attached material: 

Live Table [HL3953 -   Live_Tables_1006-1009 (1)  .xls] 

The material can be viewed online at: 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-

answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2022-12-01/HL3953 

Asked by Lord Shipley 

To ask His Majesty's Government how many new 

homes to let at Social Rent in England (1) were 

completed in each of the last three years, and (2) are 

expected to be completed during the forthcoming year. 

[HL3954] 

Baroness Scott of Bybrook: The number of new social 

rent homes delivered by local authority since 1991-92, 

including acquisitions of existing stock, can be found in 

Live Table 1006C, published (attached) at the following 

link. 

The number of starts on site for new social rent homes 

since 2015-16 can be found in Live Table 1006S, via the 

same link. We are monitoring delivery of our housing 

programmes closely. We are working with our delivery 

partners, and the Sector to help support delivery. 

The Answer includes the following attached material: 

Live Table [HL3954 - Live tables on affordable housing supply - 

GOV.UK.pdf] 

The material can be viewed online at: 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-

answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2022-12-01/HL3954 

Temporary Accommodation: Children 

Asked by Lord Shipley 

To ask His Majesty's Government what estimate they 

have made of how many children are expected to be in 

temporary accommodation over the forthcoming 

Christmas period. [HL3955] 

Baroness Scott of Bybrook: The latest statutory 

homelessness statistics for April to June 2022 can be 

found (attached) here . This includes data on the number 

of households in temporary accommodation in England, 

including the number of children. 

The Answer includes the following attached material: 

Homelessness statistics for April to June 2022 [HL3955 - Statutory 

homelessness in England_ April to June 2022 - GOV.UK.pdf] 

The material can be viewed online at: 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-

answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2022-12-01/HL3955 

Undocumented Migrants: English Channel 

Asked by Lord Hylton 

To ask His Majesty's Government, further to the 

Written Answer by Lord Murray of Blidworth on 29 

November (HL3419), what proportion of the 
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approximately £195 million committed to the 

government of France since January 2018 has been 

spent on controlling irregular migration. [HL3936] 

Lord Murray of Blidworth: I refer Lord Hylton to my 

previous written response to HL 3419 regarding UK 

funding committed to France to tackle illegal migration. 
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