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Written Statements 
Wednesday, 14 December 2022 

Chinese Consulate General Staff: 

Manchester 

[HLWS435] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: My Rt Hon Friend, the 

Secretary of State for Foreign, Commonwealth and 

Development Affairs, has made the following statement: 

In October, I summoned China’s Acting Ambassador to 

the Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office to 

demand an explanation for an incident that had occurred 

outside the Chinese Consulate General in Manchester. 

Soon afterwards, His Majesty’s Ambassador in Beijing 

also sought an explanation from the Chinese Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs. 

Images carried on social media showed what appeared 

to be completely unacceptable behaviour by a number of 

individuals near the entrance to the consular premises. 

The right of free expression - including the right to protest 

and to speak one’s mind - is absolutely essential to our 

democratic life. 

Given the seriousness of this matter, it was correct and 

appropriate for Greater Manchester Police to take the 

decision to begin an investigation. Earlier this month, the 

Police informed the FCDO that they wished to interview 

the Chinese Consul General and five of his staff. They 

asked the FCDO to request the Chinese Government to 

waive the immunity of those individuals to enable the 

interviews to take place. 

The FCDO made this request and gave the Chinese 

Government one week to comply. In response, the 

Chinese Embassy, acting on instructions from Beijing, 

notified His Majesty’s Government that the functions of 

the Consul General in Manchester have come to an end 

and he has returned to China. The Embassy has further 

notified us that the other staff involved in the incident 

who the Police wish to interview have either left the 

United Kingdom or will shortly do so. 

Throughout this episode, I have sought to emphasise 

that we in the UK abide by the rule of law, follow due 

process and respect the operational independence of our 

police.  It was right to allow their investigation to proceed 

so that we could respond on the basis of evidence and 

facts, rather than images on social media. I am grateful for 

the professionalism shown by the Greater Manchester 

Police, particularly given the complexities involved due to 

the immunities held by the staff. 

We have been clear with China from the outset that we 

were prepared to take firm action should the police 

determine that there was a case to charge officials for 

their involvement in the incident. We expect a certain 

standard of behaviour from all foreign diplomats and 

consular staff in the UK regardless of their privileges and 

immunities. 

The Vienna Convention on Consular Relations allows 

States to withdraw members of a consular post at any 

point, as has happened here. However, I am disappointed 

that these individuals will not be interviewed or face 

justice. Nonetheless, it is right that those responsible for 

the disgraceful scenes in Manchester are no longer – or 

will shortly cease to be - consular staff accredited to the 

UK. 

Correction to Written Answer: HL2636 

[HLWS434] 

Lord Markham: I would like to amend a written 

answer that I gave to the House on the 7 November 2022. 

An incorrect figure was provided in my reply to 

HL2636, which was asked by The Lord Bishop of 

Gloucester. The question was: “To ask His Majesty's 

Government how many recipients of Healthy Start 

vouchers are not in receipt of prepaid cards despite 

remaining eligible for the scheme.” 

The reply stated that “The NHS Business Services 

Authority estimates that as of 18 October 2022, there 

were 2,954 households previously were in receipt of 

paper vouchers which have not successfully applied to the 

NHS Healthy Start prepaid card scheme”. 

However, it has since been brought to my attention that 

the figures supplied by the NHS Business Services 

Authority (NHSBSA) had a typographical error. The 

answer should have stated that “the NHS Business 

Services Authority estimates that, as of 18 October 2022, 

there were 42,954 households which previously were in 

receipt of paper vouchers which have not successfully 

applied to the NHS Healthy Start prepaid card scheme.” I 

apologise that the incorrect figures were inadvertently 

supplied. 

Further to the revised answer, I am also able to share a 

more recent estimate. As of 27 November 2022, the 

NHSBSA estimates that there are now 35,284 households 

which previously were in receipt of paper vouchers which 

have not successfully applied to the NHS Healthy Start 

prepaid card scheme. I would like to clarify that some of 

these households will not have reapplied to the prepaid 

card scheme because they no longer meet the eligibility 

criteria for the scheme. This could be because their child 

has reached the age of four or because their household 

income has changed. 

I would also like to provide some context about the 

scheme’s digitisation, and the transition from paper 

vouchers to prepaid cards. The latest available data shows 

that uptake of the scheme by the eligible population 

increased overall, from 55% in March 2021, to 72% in 

March 2022. Since the paper voucher scheme closed at 

the end of March 2022, the number of households on the 

Healthy Start scheme has continued to increase, from 

273,280 on the 31 March, to 323,136 on the 27 

November. 

I would also like to share details of the activity that the 

NHSBSA has undertaken to support households which 

were in receipt of paper vouchers to apply for the 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-statement/Lords/2022-12-14/HLWS435/
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digitised prepaid card scheme. Since September 2021, the 

NHSBSA sent multiple communications to all paper 

voucher beneficiaries to encourage them to apply for the 

prepaid card scheme. This includes a total of four 

invitation letters to their home or email address, two 

leaflets in voucher packs and text messages to those who 

had mobile numbers on their accounts. There was also 

targeted social media activity to encourage people to 

apply to the prepaid card scheme. Stakeholders and local 

organisations also supported the transition by raising 

awareness with beneficiaries. Additionally, the NHSBSA 

actively promotes the scheme through their digital 

channels and have created free tools to help stakeholders 

promote the scheme at a local level. 

I have also asked the NHSBSA to update me on their 

future plans to promote uptake of the Healthy Start 

scheme among all eligible groups. 

Financial Services 

[HLWS437] 

Baroness Penn: My right honourable friend the 

Chancellor of the Exchequer (Jeremy Hunt) has made the 

following Written Ministerial Statement: 

In the Autumn Statement, I set out the government's 

strategy for boosting growth by investing in our people, in 

the infrastructure that connects our country, by creating 

the right environment for business investment, and by 

supporting our world-leading financial services 

companies and innovators. Alongside this, I identified 

five growth sectors – one being financial services – for 

which the government will prioritise the review of 

retained EU law, to ensure we identify changes that will 

support these sectors to grow. 

I am today setting out a bold collection of reforms 

taking forward the government’s vision for an open, 

sustainable, and technologically advanced financial 

services sector that is globally competitive and acts in the 

interests of communities and citizens. These reforms will 

create jobs, support businesses, and power growth across 

all four nations of the UK. 

The UK is one of the world’s leading financial centres 

and our financial services sector is one of the engines of 

the UK’s economy. Financial and related professional 

services employ over 2.3 million people, two thirds of 

whom are outside of London, with hubs in Belfast, 

Birmingham, Cardiff, Edinburgh, Glasgow, Leeds, and 

Manchester.[1] In 2021, the financial services sector 

contributed £173.6 billion to the UK economy, 8.3% of 

total economic output.[2] 

The announcements being made today build on the 

reform agenda the government is taking forward through 

the Financial Services and Markets (FSM) Bill. The 

government’s approach recognises and protects the 

foundations on which the UK’s success as a financial 

services hub is built: agility, consistently high regulatory 

standards, and openness. This approach will ensure that 

the sector benefits from dynamic and proportionate 

regulation, and that consumers and citizens benefit from 

high quality services, appropriate consumer protection, 

and a sector that embraces the latest technology. 

I have set out below details of the measures being taken 

forward, which I look forward to delivering in close 

collaboration with our vibrant financial services sector. 

A competitive marketplace promoting effective use of 

capital 

Building a smarter regulatory framework for the UK  

The government has today published its policy 

statement Building a smarter financial services 

framework for the UK. A copy will be deposited in the 

Library. This is an ambitious plan for repealing retained 

EU law in financial services and replacing it with a new 

framework tailored to the UK, embracing the new 

opportunities presented by our position outside the EU. 

Our approach includes: 

• Publishing draft Statutory Instruments to demonstrate 

how the government can use the powers within the 

FSM Bill to reform the prospectus and securitisation 

regimes and to ensure the Financial Conduct Authority 

(FCA) has sufficient rulemaking powers to regulate 

payments services and e-money. Overhauling the 

prospectus regime will enable the government to 

implement recommendations from Lord Hill’s UK 

Listing Review, helping to widen participation in the 

ownership of public companies, simplify the capital 

raising process for companies on UK markets, and 

make the UK a more attractive destination for Initial 

Public Offerings. The government is also committed to 

working with the FCA and Prudential Regulation 

Authority (PRA) to bring forward relevant reforms 

identified in HM Treasury's 2021 review of the 

Securitisation Regulation. 

• Plans to repeal the regulations for the European Long 

Term Investment Fund (ELTIF), without replacement. 

This reflects the fact that no ELTIFs have been 

established in the UK, removing unnecessary retained 

EU law, and that the newly established Long Term 

Asset Fund (LTAF) regime provides a fund structure 

better suited to the needs of the UK market. Firms have 

already begun to seek FCA authorisation for funds 

taking advantage of this new structure. 

• Publishing the Short Selling Regulation Review, a 

Call for Evidence on the UK’s regime for regulating 

short selling, with the aim of putting in place a 

regulatory regime tailored to the UK, which supports 

market integrity and bolsters the competitiveness of UK 

financial markets. 

• Publishing PRIIPs and UK Retail Disclosure, a 

consultation on a proposed alternative framework for 

retail disclosure in the UK. Following the repeal of the 

Packaged Retail and Insurance-based Investment 

Products (PRIIPs) Regulation, the new framework for 

retail disclosure in the UK will work more effectively 

with the UK’s dynamic capital markets and foster more 

informed retail investor participation. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-statement/Lords/2022-12-14/HLWS437/
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• Publishing the Information Requirements in the 

Payment Account Regulations Consultation which 

examines proposals to remove unnecessary customer 

information requirements related to bank accounts 

imposed by the EU in the Payment Accounts 

Regulations. This would reduce unnecessary 

regulations on banks, freeing them up to better meet the 

needs of UK customers. 

Updating banking regulation and the ring-fencing 

regime  

The government will bring forward secondary 

legislation in 2023 to improve the functionality of the 

ring-fencing regime. These reforms, in response to the 

independent review on Ring-fencing and Proprietary 

Trading, will benefit customers, the financial services 

industry, and the economy, while maintaining appropriate 

financial stability safeguards. The government will also 

issue a public Call for Evidence in the first quarter of 

2023 to review the practicalities of aligning the ring-

fencing and resolution regimes. 

The PRA intends to consult on removing rules for the 

capital deduction of certain non-performing exposures 

(NPEs) held by banks. This would allow the PRA to 

apply a judgement-led approach to address the adequacy 

of firms’ provisioning for NPEs, help to simplify the UK 

rulebook and avoid the unnecessary gold plating of 

prudential standards. Such an approach would be possible 

only because of our regulatory freedoms outside the EU. 

The PRA intends to consult on removing rules for the 

capital deduction of certain non-performing exposures 

(NPEs) held by banks. This would allow the PRA to 

apply a judgement-led approach to address the adequacy 

of firms’ provisioning for NPEs, help to simplify the UK 

rulebook, and avoid the unnecessary gold plating of 

prudential standards. Such an approach would only be 

possible because of our regulatory freedoms outside the 

EU. The government will also legislate, when 

parliamentary time allows, to amend the Building 

Societies Act 1986 to give building societies in the UK 

greater flexibility to raise wholesale funds, enabling them 

to grow and compete on a more level playing field with 

retail banks, while retaining their mutual model. As part 

of this, the government will also modernise relevant 

corporate governance requirements in line with the 

Companies Act 2006. 

Ensuring a regulatory focus on growth and 

competitiveness 

The government is legislating through the FSM Bill to 

introduce new secondary objectives for the FCA and PRA 

to provide for a greater focus on growth and international 

competitiveness while maintaining their existing primary 

objectives. To further support this aim, I will today lay 

before Parliament new remit letters for the FCA and the 

PRA which will set clear, targeted recommendations for 

how the regulators should have regard to the 

government’s economic policy. 

Separately, the government and regulators will 

separately commence a review of the Senior Managers & 

Certification Regime in Q1 2023. The government will 

launch a Call for Evidence to look at the legislative 

framework of the regime, and the FCA and PRA will 

review the regulatory framework. The government's Call 

for Evidence will be an information gathering exercise to 

garner views on the regime's effectiveness, scope and 

proportionality, and to seek views on potential 

improvements and reforms. 

Wholesale markets reforms 

The government is committed to strengthening the 

UK’s position as a world-leading wholesale capital 

markets centre, and is taking forward reforms to the 

Markets in Financial Instruments Directive (MiFID) 

framework through the Wholesale Markets Review. 

Measures in the FSM Bill deliver key elements of this. To 

further support this agenda, the government: 

• Will today lay before Parliament The Markets in 

Financial Instruments (Investor Reporting) 

(Amendment) Regulations 2022, which will remove 

burdensome EU requirements related to reporting rules. 

This also builds on the reforms brought forward 

through The Markets in Financial Instruments (Capital 

Markets) (Amendment) Regulations 2021 laid in June 

2021. 

• Will bring forward secondary legislation in Q1 2023 

to remove burdens for firms trading commodities 

derivatives as an ancillary activity, for example, when 

manufacturers seek to fix the future price of their 

purchases of specific raw materials. 

• Is committing, alongside the FCA, to having a 

regulatory regime in place by 2024 to support a 

consolidated tape for market data. A consolidated tape 

will bring together market data from multiple platforms 

into one continuous feed. This will improve market 

efficiency, lower costs for firms and investors, and 

make UK markets more attractive and competitive. 

• Will launch the Investment Research Review: an 

independent review of investment research and its 

contribution to UK capital markets competitiveness. 

The review is part of the government’s wider 

commitment to enhance the UK’s ability to attract 

companies to list and grow. 

• Will establish a new industry-led Accelerated 

Settlement Taskforce to explore the potential of faster 

settlement of financial trades in the UK. Reducing 

settlement times from the current industry standard of 

two days could reduce counterparty risk and increase 

operational efficiency. The taskforce will bring together 

industry stakeholders to recommend an approach that 

works for the UK. 

Unlocking investment to drive growth across the whole 

economy 

The UK’s financial services sector is an engine for 

growth across all four nations of the UK. The government 

is therefore bringing forward measures that will unleash 

the sector to drive investment and growth. 

The government set out its plans to reform Solvency II 

at Autumn Statement, unlocking more than £100bn 
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pounds for UK insurers to invest in long-term productive 

assets. HM Treasury is working with BEIS to deliver the 

recommendations made to government as part of the 

Secondary Capital Raising Review, and more broadly on 

reforms to corporate governance, to further enhance the 

attractiveness of UK public markets. 

Going further, the government announces today that it: 

• Will, in early 2023, consult on new guidance to the 

Local Government Pension Scheme (LGPS) in England 

and Wales on asset pooling. The government will also 

consult on requiring LGPS funds to ensure they are 

considering investment opportunities in illiquid assets 

such as venture and growth capital, as part of a 

diversified investment strategy. 

• Is committed to accelerating the pace of consolidation 

so that no pension savers are left in poorly governed 

and underperforming schemes. In the new year DWP 

will lead the way by consulting on a new Value for 

Money framework, alongside the FCA and the Pensions 

Regulator, which will set required metrics and 

standards in key areas such as investment performance, 

cost and charges and quality of service that all schemes 

must meet. 

• Will amend the tax rules for Real Estate Investment 

Trusts (REITs). With effect from April 2023, new rules 

will remove the requirement for a REIT to own at least 

three properties, where they hold a single commercial 

property worth at least £20 million; and amend the rule 

that applies to properties disposed of within three years 

of significant development activity, to ensure that this 

rule operates in line with its original intention. 

• Has today published a technical consultation, VAT 

treatment of fund management: consultation, which sets 

out proposals for legislative reform intended to codify 

existing policy to give legal clarity and certainty, not to 

make policy changes. The consultation seeks input on 

whether the proposed changes achieve this objective. 

A World Leader in Sustainable Finance 

The government is ensuring that the financial system 

plays a major role in the delivery of the UK’s net-zero 

target, and is acting to secure the UK as the best place in 

the world for responsible and sustainable investment. The 

UK is the world’s premier financial centre for sustainable 

finance. The government is acting to ensure the UK 

retains global leadership in this rapidly growing sector. 

To deliver on its commitment align the financial services 

sector with Net Zero and to support the sector to unlock 

the necessary private financing, the government: 

• Will publish an updated Green Finance Strategy early 

2023. 

• Will consult in Q1 2023 on bringing Environmental, 

Social, and Governance (ESG) ratings providers into 

the regulatory perimeter. HM Treasury will also join the 

industry-led ESG Data and Ratings Code of Conduct 

Working Group, recently convened by the FCA, as an 

observer. These services are increasingly a component 

of investment decisions, and the government wants to 

ensure improved transparency and good market 

conduct. 

A sector at the forefront of technology and innovation 

Our regulatory framework for financial services must 

support innovation and leadership in emerging areas of 

finance. To ensure the sector is prepared to embrace and 

facilitate the adoption of cutting-edge technologies, the 

government is: 

• Setting up a Financial Market Infrastructure Sandbox 

in 2023, and is legislating to implement this in the FSM 

Bill. This will enable firms to test and adopt new 

technology and innovations, such as distributed ledger 

technology, in providing the infrastructure services that 

underpin markets. 

• Working with the regulators and market participants 

to bring forward a new class of wholesale market 

venue, which would operate on an intermittent trading 

basis. This highly innovative approach would be a 

global first and would act as a bridge between public 

and private markets, boosting the UK as a destination 

for all companies to get the investment they need to 

create jobs and grow. 

• Legislating in the FSM Bill to establish a safe 

regulatory environment for stablecoins – which may be 

used for payments – and ensure the government has the 

necessary powers to bring a broader range of 

investment-related cryptoasset activities into UK 

regulation. 

• Publishing its formal response to the consultation on 

expanding the Investment Manager Exemption to 

include cryptoassets, which will facilitate their 

inclusion in the portfolios of overseas funds managed in 

the UK. The government intends for this change to be 

made through HMRC regulations this year. 

• Bringing forward a consultation in the coming weeks 

to explore the case for a central bank digital currency – 

a sovereign digital pound – and consult on a potential 

design. The Bank of England will also release a 

Technology Working Paper setting out cutting-edge 

technology considerations informing the potential build 

of a digital pound. 

Delivering for consumers and businesses 

The government is committed to a financial services 

sector that supports the real economy and will continue to 

work with the regulators and industry to ensure that the 

sector is delivering for people and businesses across the 

UK. The government: 

• Has published a consultation, Reforming the 

Consumer Credit Act 1974. By modernising the 

regulation of consumer lending, reform will update 

consumer protections and ensure they work well in a 

modern and increasingly digital economy. It will also 

increase accessibility of credit products by allowing 

firms to better serve consumers through more 

innovative credit products. 

• Has consulted on reforms to remove well-designed 

performance fees from the pensions regulatory charge 
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cap and will lay regulations early in the New Year. This 

will provide clarity for industry and ensure pension 

savers can benefit from investing in UK innovation. 

• Is committed to working with the FCA to examine the 

boundary between regulated financial advice and 

financial guidance, with the objective of improving 

access to helpful support, information and advice, while 

maintaining strong protections for consumers. 

I am confident that the measures announced today, in 

tandem with the work taken forward through the FSM 

Bill, will deliver for this key growth sector, and the 

people and businesses that rely upon it. 

Documents relating to all announcements can be found 

on GOV.UK: 

www.gov.uk/government/collections/financial-services-

the-edinburgh-reforms 

[1] State of the Sector Report (July 2022) available at: 

State of the sector: Annual review of UK financial 

services 2022 - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 

[2] House of Commons Library ‘Financial services: 

contribution to the UK economy’: 

https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/research-

briefings/sn06193/ 

Genome UK: England Implementation Plan 

[HLWS433] 

Lord Markham: My Hon friend the Minister of State 

(Minister for Health and Secondary Care) (Will Quince) 

has made the following Written Statement: 

This is a joint statement with the Secretary of State for 

Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy. 

In 2020, the government published Genome UK, the 

UK’s genomic healthcare strategy, setting out a vision to 

create the most advanced genomic healthcare system in 

the world, underpinned by the latest scientific advances, 

to deliver better health outcomes at lower costs. The 

strategy made 45 commitments to be delivered over 10 

years to achieve this vision. Delivering this vision will 

help people to live longer healthier lives, reduce the 

burden of illness on the NHS and make the UK a world-

leader in data-driven healthcare research and innovation. 

I am delighted to inform the House that we are today 

publishing the “Genome UK – England Implementation 

Plan 2022 to 2025”, which sets out how we will further 

progress delivery of Genome UK in England during the 

current spending review period, taking us to the halfway 

mark of our ambitious 10-year strategy. In order to allow 

us to reflect advances in this fast-moving field, we have 

adopted a phased approach to implementing the strategy, 

with implementation plans published in line with 

spending review periods. 

This publication follows the previous “Genome UK: 

2021 to 2022 Implementation Plan” in May 2021, and 

“Genome UK: shared commitments for UK-wide 

implementation 2022 to 2025” in March 2022. Through 

extensive collaboration with partners across the genomics 

community we have set out our priority actions, 

showcasing the outstanding research and policy work that 

will take place across England to develop, evaluate and 

implement new genomic technologies across the health 

and care system and life sciences sector. As part of this, I 

am pleased to announce: 

• £105 million of government funding for a landmark 

research programme, led by Genomics England in 

partnership with the NHS, to study the effectiveness of 

using whole genome sequencing to speed up diagnosis 

and treatment of rare genetic diseases in newborn 

babies, potentially leading to life-saving interventions 

for thousands of babies. 

• £22 million of government funding for Genomics 

England to tackle health inequalities in genomic 

medicine through tailored sequencing of 15,000 - 

25,000 participants from diverse backgrounds by 

2024/25, as well as extensive community engagement 

work to build trusting relationships with traditionally 

excluded groups of people. 

• £26 million of government funding for an innovative 

cancer programme, led by Genomics England in 

partnership with NHS England and the National 

Pathology Imaging Co-operative, to evaluate cutting-

edge genomic sequencing technology and use artificial 

intelligence to analyse genomic data alongside digital 

histopathology and radiology images to improve the 

accuracy and speed of diagnosis for cancer patients. 

• up to £25 million Medical Research Council-led 

funding for a 4-year functional genomics initiative, 

working across UK Research and Innovation and other 

stakeholders to establish an industry-partnered world-

class offer on functional genomics, building on already 

existing infrastructure and UK research expertise 

These are just a few of the many actions that are set out 

in the implementation plan, which also covers how we 

will engage with patients and the public; develop the 

genomics workforce; support industrial growth and 

explore a possible UK model for how to apply ethical 

standards in genomic healthcare and research. 

Together, these actions will pave the way to bringing 

improved approaches to disease prevention, diagnosis, 

and treatment to people and patients, transforming 

healthcare and improving the health of the nation. 

Through these actions we will also increase private sector 

investment, by ensuring that the UK is the best location 

globally to conduct genomic research and grow new 

genomic healthcare companies. 

Patients and the diverse UK population are at the heart 

of our journey to the world’s most advanced genomic 

healthcare system. Equally, this vision cannot be achieved 

without the support of our talented healthcare workforce. 

I therefore want to emphasise that open engagement with 

the public, patients and workforce will continue to be 

central in the delivery of our 10-year vision. 

This implementation plan has been agreed with the 

Genome UK Implementation Coordination Group and the 

http://www.gov.uk/government/collections/financial-services-the-edinburgh-reforms
http://www.gov.uk/government/collections/financial-services-the-edinburgh-reforms
http://www.gov.uk/government/collections/financial-services-the-edinburgh-reforms
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/state-of-the-sector-annual-review-of-uk-financial-services-2022
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/state-of-the-sector-annual-review-of-uk-financial-services-2022
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/state-of-the-sector-annual-review-of-uk-financial-services-2022
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National Genomics Board, which are made up of senior 

life sciences stakeholders and delivery partners from 

across the NHS, charity sector, research, and industry. 

The devolved governments will be publishing their own 

implementation plans, to ensure that genomic healthcare 

is able to flourish across the UK. Over the next three 

years we will continue to work with our partners, 

including the devolved governments, via the Genome UK 

Implementation Coordination Group and the National 

Genomics Board, to ensure that we can continue to create 

the most advanced genomic healthcare system in the 

world. 

Homes for Ukraine Scheme: Update 

[HLWS436] 

Baroness Scott of Bybrook: My Right Honourable 

friend the Secretary of State for Levelling Up, Housing 

and Communities and Minister for Intergovernmental 

Relations (The Rt Hon. Michael Gove MP) has made the 

following Written Ministerial Statement: 

Today I announce measures to update the Homes for 

Ukraine Scheme. This scheme has been a significant 

success. Although the initial rollout of visas was slower 

than the Government would have liked, over 100,000 

Ukrainian guests are now safe in the United Kingdom. 

37,500 more have valid visas and may choose to travel to 

the United Kingdom if circumstances change. The sheer 

number of applicants and of British families willing to 

open their homes to those seeking shelter is truly 

extraordinary. 

The Government is committed to protecting this route 

to safety into its second year, but we need to do so in a 

way that is sustainable considering the wider pressures on 

public finances and the UK’s overseas development 

assistance budgets. We are therefore setting out today a 

series of updates. These measures taken together are 

designed to recognise the contribution made by sponsors 

while also ensuring the sustainability of the programme 

over the longer term and to provide certainty to all those 

who are supporting our guests here in the UK. 

‘Thank you’ payments 

Hosting is a very significant commitment. The 

Government is enormously grateful to all those who have 

volunteered to share their home with Ukrainian people 

fleeing war. Without the generosity of all our British 

sponsors, we simply would not have been able to give 

shelter to so many of those in need. In recognition of this, 

I am announcing today that the £350 ‘thank you’ 

payments, will be extended from 12 months to a 

maximum duration of two years. The UK Government 

will also increase the minimum ‘thank you’ payments for 

hosts from £350 per month to £500 per month, once a 

guest has been here in the UK for 12 months. 

This additional financial support is aimed at helping 

existing hosts to continue with their sponsorship, as well 

as new hosts who come forward to offer a home to a 

Ukrainian individual or family. 

Some local authorities are already uprating ‘thank you’ 

payments using their own resource, and this is a measure 

we fully support. Our new package shows our strong 

desire to recognise the contribution made by sponsors, to 

help them with the rising cost of living and incentivise 

further sponsorships and rematching. 

Funding for Local Authorities 

Since the Homes for Ukraine scheme launched in 

March 2022, the UK Government has provided £1.1 

billion to councils through a tariff for each arrival in their 

area. This funding is available for councils to support 

Ukrainian guests and their sponsors. Given a fraction of 

Ukrainian arrivals return to Ukraine, after arriving in the 

UK, and the need to manage public finances at a time of 

significant economic challenge for the UK and the global 

economy, the Government will reduce the tariff for each 

local authority. Councils will continue to receive the 

existing year 1 tariff to support those Ukrainians that have 

already arrived, as previously set out. From 1 January 

2023, councils will receive funding of £5,900 for each 

new arrival to support guests and their sponsors (in 

addition to the ‘thank you’ paid to sponsors). Local 

authorities will continue to receive separate funding in 

2022-23 for the Ukraine education tariff under the rates 

and terms previously set out (a per child tariff of £3,000 

for early years, £6,580 for primary and £8,755 for 

secondary and payments calculated on a pro-rata basis); 

and the Ukrainians families will also continue to receive 

government support on skills training, job centre access 

and welfare payments. The Department fully recognises 

the many pressures on local authority budgets and at the 

Autumn Statement the Government announced a further 

£6.5 billion to be made available for local government to 

deliver core services over the next two years. 

The Department will also provide £150 million of new 

UK-wide funding in the 2023/24 financial year to local 

authorities and devolved governments to help support 

Ukrainian guests move into their own homes and reduce 

the risk of homelessness. Local authorities are best placed 

to understand the support needed for local communities 

and as is typically the case for various local authority 

funding, they will also be able to use this funding to 

support other people at risk of homelessness. This funding 

will be allocated between the different parts of the UK in 

relation to their proportion of Ukrainian guests. I will be 

writing to local authorities and my counterparts in the 

devolved administrations with more details on this 

shortly. 

Local Authority Housing Fund 

Today, I am also launching a £500 million Local 

Authority Housing Fund, which will provide capital 

funding directly to English councils in areas that are 

facing the most significant housing pressures as a result of 

recent Ukrainian arrivals. These local authorities are 

facing housing challenges on the back of their generosity, 

which unless alleviated will further impact existing 

housing pressures. This fund will allow them to address 

the immediate pressures as well as build a sustainable 

stock of affordable housing for the future. This fund will 
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also be used to provide homes for up to 500 Afghan 

families currently living in bridging hotels at a significant 

cost to taxpayers. Whilst helping to fulfil the UK’s 

humanitarian duties to assist those fleeing war, the fund 

will create a lasting legacy for UK nationals by providing 

a new supply of accommodation for councils with which 

to address local housing and homelessness pressures. 

The UK Government continues to work with the 

Ukrainian government, the devolved governments, local 

authorities and charities and voluntary groups to deliver 

the Homes for Ukraine scheme and support sponsors and 

their guests. 

Provisional Police Grant Report (England 

and Wales) 2023-24 

[HLWS431] 

Lord Sharpe of Epsom: My rt hon Friend the Minister 

of State for Crime, Policing and Fire (Chris Philp) has 

today made the following Written Ministerial Statement: 

My Rt Hon. Friend the Home Secretary has today 

published the Provisional Police Grant Report (England 

and Wales) 2023-24. The Report sets out the Home 

Secretary’s determination for 2023-24 of the aggregate 

amount of grants that she proposes to pay under section 

46(2) of the Police Act 1996. A copy of the Report will be 

placed in the Libraries of both Houses. 

Today the Government is setting out the provisional 

police funding settlement in Parliament for the 2023-24 

financial year. Overall funding for policing will rise by up 

to £287 million compared to the 2022-23 funding 

settlement, bringing the total up to £17.2 billion for the 

policing system. Within this, funding to Police and Crime 

Commissioners (PCCs) will increase by up to an 

additional £523 million, assuming full take-up of precept 

flexibility. This would represent an increase to PCC 

funding in cash terms of 3.6% on top of the 2022-23 

police funding settlement. 

The Chancellor confirmed at the Autumn Statement that 

departmental budgets set out at Spending Review 2021 

will be maintained to 2024-25. This confirms that, despite 

the pressures faced by all public services, we are still 

increasing funding into 2023-24 by providing forces with 

an increase to government grants of £174 million, £74 

million more than announced at Spending Review 2021 

(SR21), reflecting the commitments made earlier this year 

to support the 2022-23 pay award. By delivering on this 

promise, we are making sure that the police receive the 

funding they need to achieve and maintain their overall 

officer headcount, comprised of their agreed Police Uplift 

baseline plus their allocation of the 20,000 additional 

officers. 

To ensure that policing are able to balance budgets and 

deliver on key priorities, we have gone even further by 

providing an additional £5 on top of the £10 precept limit 

agreed at SR21, which could raise up to an additional 

£349m when compared to 2022-23. This means that PCCs 

will be receiving up to £15.1 billion of funding in 2023-

24, an increase of over half a billion pounds. 

This Government has provided significant investment 

into policing over the previous four years, and so now it is 

only right that we hold forces to account on delivery. We 

therefore expect policing to approach the 2023-24 

financial year with a focus on this Government’s key 

priorities: 

• Ensuring overall police officer numbers are 

maintained at the agreed Police Uplift baseline plus 

force level allocations of the 20,000 additional officers. 

• Deploying these additional officers to reduce crime 

and honour this Government’s commitment to keep the 

public safe. 

• Delivering improvements in productivity and driving 

forward efficiencies, maximising the value of the 

Government’s investment. 

Police Uplift Programme  

Since 2019, this Government has invested over £3 

billion, including additional funding each year and that 

rolled into government grants, to enable the recruitment 

of 20,000 additional officers, a government priority and 

manifesto commitment. Forces have worked hard and are 

delivering at pace, having recruited 15,343 additional 

officers in England and Wales as of the end of September 

2022. 

It is critical, however, that beyond March 2023 officer 

numbers are maintained to ensure the benefits of the 

additional 20,000 officers can be realised. Forces will 

need to retain both new and more experienced officers as 

we move into a new phase of the maintenance of officer 

numbers in 2023-24. We will look to forces to invest in 

their officers, striving to be efficient and conscientious 

with their own budgets. Many officers recruited since 

2019 will be reaching the end of their probationary 

period, and we expect forces to deploy new and 

experienced officers effectively to ensure local 

communities benefit from the investment now and in 

years to come. 

Reflecting the importance of reaching this milestone 

and maintaining the additional officers, in 2023-24 £275 

million will be ringfenced and allocated in line with 

funding formula shares. As in previous years, PCCs will 

be able to access this by demonstrating that they have 

maintained their overall officer headcount, comprised of 

their agreed Police Uplift baseline plus their allocation of 

the 20,000 additional officers. 

Precept 

Spending Review 2021 confirmed that PCCs in 

England will be empowered to raise additional funding 

through increased precept flexibility of up to £10 per year 

to 2024-25. However, recognising the financial pressures 

police forces are facing, we propose to enable PCCs in 

England in 2023-24 to increase their precept by up to £15 

for a typical Band D property, subject to a period of 

consultation and approval from the House of Commons 

through the Local Government Finance Settlement. This 

would equate to an additional £349 million should all 

PCCs maximise this flexibility.[1] 
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Using this precept flexibility is a decision that must be 

taken by each locally elected PCC. Local taxation should 

not be in place of sound financial management, and 

therefore I expect PCCs to exhaust all other options to 

reprioritise their budgets, seek efficiencies and maximise 

productivity of their existing resources before looking to 

local taxpayers for additional funding. 

Efficiency and productivity 

Police, like all public services, must ensure that they 

make best use of public money. This means reducing 

inefficiencies and maximising productivity. As part of the 

Spending Review 2021, we expect to see at least £100 

million of cashable efficiency savings delivered from 

force budgets by 2024-25, achieved through areas such 

as: 

• Working with BlueLight Commercial to maximise 

financial and commercial benefits related to 

procurement, through use of the organisation’s 

commercial expertise, leveraging the purchasing power 

available across the sector, and developing the capacity 

to implement a full commercial life-cycle approach to 

procurement. 

• Corporate Functions, where the Home Office and 

BlueLight Commercial are conducting ongoing work 

with the sector to understand the opportunities around 

the management of corporate functions for example 

implementation of shared service models. 

BlueLight Commercial is itself a sector-owned 

company, set up to provide commercial expertise and 

assistance to policing and assist forces in identifying and 

making efficiency savings. In 2021-22 the company 

assisted policing in make efficiency savings of almost £40 

million (including cashable savings of £25m and non-

cashable savings of £15m). The organisation has been 

funded by the Home Office for the last three years and we 

will continue to support the company in 2023-24 whilst 

they work towards establishing and implementing a 

sustainable funding model. 

For the continuing significant investment into policing 

that the government has made in recent years it is crucial 

that we are delivering the best possible value for the 

public. This includes ensuring that the police are meeting 

the needs of their community and the public are receiving 

the highest possible quality of service. We have therefore 

commissioned the National Police Chiefs’ Council to 

conduct a review of operational productivity in policing. 

We expect the review, led by Sir Stephen House, to 

deliver clear, practical, and deliverable recommendations 

to improve the productivity of policing, with the review 

team having already considered how the police respond to 

individuals experiencing acute mental health distress. 

National priorities 

This settlement provides £1.1 billion for national 

policing priorities (as set out at tables 1 and 4) to support 

PCCs and forces, and to support the strategic vision 

outlined in the Beating Crime Plan to cut crime, increase 

confidence in the criminal justice system, and put victims 

first. 

For 2023-24, we will maintain settlement funding for 

programmes that prevent crime and help keep 

communities safe, including: 

• This settlement provides funding to combat serious 

violence, including Violence Reduction Units and the 

Grip ‘hotspot policing’ programme. Funding 

arrangements for specific crime reduction programmes 

will be confirmed in due course. 

• Delivering on the commitments made in the 10-year 

drug strategy by prioritising funding to clamp down on 

drugs and County Lines activity which has already 

achieved over 2,900 county line closures since 2019. 

• Continuing to invest in tackling exploitation and 

abuse, including child sexual exploitation and modern 

slavery. 

• Prioritising Regional Organised Crime Units, ensuring 

they are equipped with the specialist capabilities and 

dedicated resource needed to support law enforcement 

in confronting serious and organised crime. 

Funding arrangements for specific crime reduction 

programmes will be confirmed in due course. 

Going further, this settlement provides funding to 

improve the criminal justice system, victim care, and 

investigation outcomes including: 

• Prioritising funding for commitments made through 

the Rape Review, ensuring the right support is in place 

to support police forces in implementing the national 

operating model for rape investigations and improving 

their digital capability, crucial for improving timeliness 

and reducing victim attrition. 

• Investing in a new Victim Satisfaction Survey to drive 

improvements in the support police forces provide to 

victims, and gain new insights into why victims 

withhold or withdraw support for investigations. 

• Continuing to invest in the development of forensics 

tools and services for police forces, and the Forensic 

Capability Network as a central resource supporting the 

national network of over 4,000 forensic specialists in 

police forces. 

It is crucial that police forces and law enforcement 

partners have effective technology systems to support 

front line officers. Therefore, we are: 

• Providing funding for major programmes of work 

which are already underway to replace and improve 

systems, such the National Law Enforcement Data 

Programme and Emergency Services Mobile 

Communications Programme. 

• Continuing to invest in critical national police and law 

enforcement IT capabilities to transform the way that 

the police engage with the public and unlock more 

efficient working practices. 

Counter-terrorism policing  

The Government will continue to provide vital support 

for counter-terrorism (CT) policing, ensuring they have 

the resources they need to meet and deal with the threats 

we face. CT police funding will continue to total over £1 

billion in 2023-24. This investment will support ongoing 
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CT policing investigations to keep the country safe and 

includes funding for both armed policing and the CT 

Operations Centre. PCCs will be notified separately of 

force-level funding allocations for CT policing, which 

will not be made public for security reasons. 

This settlement will support the police to do their vital 

job to cut crime and keep people safe. I would like to 

express my gratitude and pay tribute to our dedicated 

police officers and staff for their exceptional commitment 

and bravery. I have set out in a separate document, 

attached, the tables illustrating how we propose to 

allocate the police funding settlement between the 

different funding streams and between Police and Crime 

Commissioners for 2023-24. These documents are 

intended to be read together. 

[1] Calculated using the latest forecasts. Council tax in 

Wales is devolved and PCCs in Wales are not bound by 

the council tax referendum principles. 

The Statement includes the following attached material: 

Tables [Provisional Police Funding Settlement 23-24 

TABLES.pdf] 

The material can be viewed online at: 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-

answers-statements/written-statement/Lords/2022-12-14/HLWS431/ 

UK Green Taxonomy 

[HLWS432] 

Baroness Penn: The development of a UK Green 

Taxonomy is a complex, technical exercise which is 

linked to multiple sectors of the economy and various 

legislative and regulatory frameworks. This complexity is 

also becoming apparent in the European Union (EU), 

where challenges have arisen during the implementation 

of the EU’s taxonomy. 

The Government is clear that the value of a taxonomy 

rests on its credibility as a practical and useful tool for 

investors, companies, consumers and regulators in 

supporting access to sustainable finance. These are long 

term matters and it is important to proceed carefully. 

Having received advice from the Green Technical 

Advisory Group, and following stakeholder engagement, 

the Government believes that there is benefit in reviewing 

its approach to taxonomy development to maximise the 

effectiveness of our sustainable finance agenda. 

Therefore, the Government will not make secondary 

legislation under the Taxonomy Regulations this year. 

The Financial Services and Markets Bill is currently 

before Parliament. Subject to parliamentary approval, the 

Bill will repeal retained EU law relating to financial 

services – including the Taxonomy regulations. Using the 

powers in the Bill, HM Treasury intends to first 

commence the repeal of the statutory requirement to make 

technical screening criteria regulations by 1 January 2023, 

so that the obligation no longer applies. Then it will 

consider how to use the powers in the Bill to restate and 

modify retained EU law, and decide whether to change 

the UK’s approach. This is consistent with the 

Government’s general approach to retained EU law for 

financial services. 

The Government will provide a further update as part of 

its publication of the Green Finance Strategy in early 

2023. 
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Written Answers 
Wednesday, 14 December 2022 

Alcoholic Drinks: Excise Duties 

Asked by Lord Brooke of Alverthorpe 

To ask His Majesty's Government what plans they 

have (1) to review the proposed new alcohol duty 

bands, and (2) to increase the top band, so that the 

reforms will increase the yield to the Exchequer rather 

than reduce it, as presently forecast. [HL4088] 

Baroness Penn: The next steps of the Alcohol Duty 

Review announced in the Growth Plan will continue as 

planned and will take effect from 1 August 2023. 

The reforms are intended to improve the current system 

by making it simpler, more economically rational and less 

administratively burdensome on businesses. 

The Government welcomed further views on aspects of 

Small Producer’s Relief and Draught Relief in a technical 

consultation which closed on 18 November 2022, to 

ensure stakeholders continue to be able to contribute to 

the reforms. The Government will respond to the 

consultation in due course. 

Animal Welfare 

Asked by Lord Shipley 

To ask His Majesty's Government what assessment 

they have made of current legislation protecting animal 

(1) welfare, and (2) rights; and whether they plan 

further legislation in respect of animal welfare in the 

current session. [HL3956] 

Lord Benyon: The Government's Action Plan for 

Animal Welfare was published in May 2021 and can be 

found at: Action Plan for Animal Welfare - GOV.UK 

(www.gov.uk). A copy is attached to this answer. 

The Answer includes the following attached material: 

Action Plan for Animal Welfare [Action Plan for Animal 

Welfare.pdf] 

The material can be viewed online at: 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-

answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2022-12-01/HL3956 

Arctic: Demilitarized and Neutral Zones 

Asked by Baroness Bennett of Manor Castle 

To ask His Majesty's Government what steps they are 

taking to support the demilitarisation of the Arctic 

region. [HL3878] 

Baroness Goldie: As set out in the MOD's High North 

Strategy, The UK's Defence Contribution in the High 

North, published in March 2022, the UK is committed to 

maintaining low tension and high cooperation in the 

Arctic. The UK will continue to work with Allies and 

partners to ensure that increasing access to the region and 

its resources is managed safely, sustainably and 

responsibly, and that the rules-based international system, 

particularly UNCLOS, is reinforced in the region. 

The UK supports international cooperation in the High 

North through engaging in multilateral forums such as the 

Arctic Council and the Arctic Security Forces 

Roundtable. 

Asylum: Diphtheria and Scabies 

Asked by Baroness Humphreys 

To ask His Majesty's Government how many asylum 

seekers in Dolgarrog have been diagnosed with scabies. 

[HL3900] 

Asked by Baroness Humphreys 

To ask His Majesty's Government how many asylum 

seekers in Dolgarrog have been diagnosed with 

diphtheria. [HL3901] 

Lord Murray of Blidworth: The welfare and safety of 

all vulnerable asylum seekers in our care is of the utmost 

importance to the Home Office. 

We work closely with the UK Health Security Agency 

to ensure we adhere to the current guidance on mitigating 

the risk of spread of diseases and other health conditions. 

Our accommodation providers are experienced in 

managing accommodation and implement infection 

prevention and control measures in line with current 

Government guidance. Asylum seekers accommodated in 

hostel-based accommodation receive translated guidance 

in relation to potential symptoms and hygiene 

requirements, assistance and guidance are provided by 

support staff. 

It is confirmed that the site had six scabies cases, all 

cases have been treated, which was completed on 

26/11/2022. 

Regarding diphtheria, there are no cases for now, as per 

NHS Doctor's advice. All guests have been vaccinated 

with the 1st dose on 05/12/2022. 

Asylum: Hotels 

Asked by Baroness Humphreys 

To ask His Majesty's Government how many asylum 

seekers have been transferred from Manston processing 

centre to the Hilton Garden Hotel in Dolgarrog in the 

Conwy Valley, North Wales since January. [HL3899] 

Lord Murray of Blidworth: Due to the continuing 

unprecedented high volume of small boats arrivals and the 

historical pressure from COVID-19 on the asylum system 

it has been necessary to use hotels to accommodate some 

asylum seekers. This is only a temporary solution, and we 

are working with our accommodation providers to find 

appropriate dispersed accommodation across the United 

Kingdom. 
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For safeguarding purposes, we do not publicly 

comment on individual hotels which may or may not be 

utilised, or those that may be accommodated at any sites. 

Asylum: Resettlement 

Asked by The Lord Bishop of Durham 

To ask His Majesty's Government what estimate they 

have made of the number of people likely to be granted 

resettlement in the UK for (1) the remainder of this 

year, and (2) the following two years thereafter. 

[HL3887] 

Lord Murray of Blidworth: Currently, our 

commitment to resettle refugees is a multiyear 

commitment with no specific targets. The numbers 

resettled in a particular period will depend on a range of 

factors including the flow of referrals from the United 

Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) in 

the field, and the availability of suitable accommodation 

and care packages in the UK. 

We will manage the flows based on need and in support 

of the wellbeing of the people and communities involved. 

Asylum: Vaccination 

Asked by Baroness Humphreys 

To ask His Majesty's Government what plans they 

have, if any, to provide an inoculation programme 

against infectious diseases for those staying in migrant 

processing centres; and whether any such programmes 

have been carried out in the past year. [HL3904] 

Lord Murray of Blidworth: The Home Office 

commenced a Diphtheria vaccination programme at 

Manston Asylum Processing Centre on 15 November. 

Cancer: Diagnosis 

Asked by Baroness Redfern 

To ask His Majesty's Government, further to the 

ambition in the NHS Long Term Plan which states that 

"by 2028, the proportion of cancers diagnosed at stages 

1 and 2 will rise from around half now to three-quarters 

of cancer patients", when they will commence Phase 2 

to include a wider range of tests that will involve 

dialogues with (1) GPs, (2) Integrated Care Boards, and 

(3) key stakeholders. [HL3666] 

Lord Markham: While there are no plans to add a 

specific second phase, we are committed to the NHS 

Long Term Plan’s ambition of diagnosing 75% of cancers 

at stage 1 or 2 by 2028. 

Patients will benefit from earlier diagnostic tests closer 

to home, with 91 community diagnostic centres (CDCs) 

already up and running. Investment in up to 160 CDCs 

will deliver up to 17 million tests by March 2025. As of 

November 2022, existing CDCs have delivered more than 

2.4 million additional checks. 

In addition, the NHS-Galleri trial is currently evaluating 

a test for blood to identify cancer risk, which can detect 

signs of more than 50 different cancers, including those 

where no screening programmes currently exist. The trial 

has recruited the target of 140,000 participants and 

interim results are expected in late 2023. If successful, the 

NHS has committed to deploying one million Galleri tests 

in 2024 and 2025. The clinical trial is currently planned to 

conclude in 2025. 

Cancer: Health Services 

Asked by Baroness Ritchie of Downpatrick 

To ask His Majesty's Government what 

recent assessment they have made of current cancer 

treatment capacity in the NHS. [HL4026] 

Asked by Baroness Ritchie of Downpatrick 

To ask His Majesty's Government what plans they 

have to increase cancer treatment capacity in line with 

current demand. [HL4027] 

Lord Markham: As of September 2022, cancer 

treatment levels in England were 104% of pre-pandemic 

levels in September 2019. There were approximately 

50,000 first or subsequent treatments for cancer in 

September 2022. NHS England will recover and expand 

cancer services over the next three years and aims to 

ensure the number of people in England waiting more 

than 62 days to start treatment following suspected cancer 

will return to pre-pandemic levels by March 2023. 

The Government has allocated more than £8 billion to 

the NHS in England from 2022/23 to 2024/25, in addition 

to the £2 billion Elective Recovery Fund and £700 million 

Targeted Investment Fund already made available in 

2021/2022 to increase elective activity, including cancer 

services. In addition, the autumn statement provided an 

additional £3.3 billion in 2023/24 and 2024/25 to increase 

capacity in the health system. 

Carers: Unpaid Work 

Asked by Baroness Lister of Burtersett 

To ask His Majesty's Government what steps they are 

taking (1) to identify unpaid carers, and (2) to share 

these data across (a) different Government departments, 

(b) the NHS, and (c) local government. [HL3808] 

Lord Markham: The People at the Heart of Care: 

Adult Social Care Reform White Paper addressed 

identifying unpaid carers through increasing the use of 

markers in National Health Service electronic health 

records by simplifying current approaches to data 

collection and registration. 

On 17 October 2022, NHS England wrote to all general 

practitioner (GP) practices about the importance of 

identifying carers and advising how caring status should 

be recorded on patient records. Extraction of this data 

from GP systems will commence shortly. There are no 
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current plans to share this data with other Government 

Departments and local government. 

Cold Weather Payments 

Asked by The Lord Bishop of St Albans 

To ask His Majesty's Government, further to the 

Written Answer by Baroness Stedman-Scott on 16 

November (HL3212), why they have kept the £25 Cold 

Weather Payment amount the same; and what plans 

they have to increase it in light of the increasing cost of 

energy bills. [HL3952] 

Baroness Stedman-Scott: There are currently no plans 

to increase payment of the Cold Weather Payment 

scheme. The current Cold Weather Payment scheme 

represents a contribution towards additional heating costs, 

paid at the time of need. 

Pensioner households are in the process of receiving an 

extra £300 on top of their winter fuel payment to help 

them cover the rising cost of energy this winter. For those 

in receipt of Pension Credit the second Cost of Living 

Payment of £324 was issued in November. Pensioners in 

receipt of eligible disability benefits will have also 

received the disability cost of living payment of £150 

issued in September. 

The Government understands the pressures people are 

facing with the cost of living and that pensioners are 

disproportionately impacted by higher energy costs, and 

many low-income pensioner households do not claim the 

means tested benefits they are entitled to. That is why, in 

addition to the £37 billion of support we have provided 

for cost of living pressures in 2022/23, we are acting now 

to ensure support continues throughout 2023/24. 

To ensure stability and certainty for households, in the 

Autumn Statement the Government has announced £26 

billion in cost of living support for 2023/24. In 2023/24, 

households on eligible means-tested benefits will get up 

to a further £900 in Cost of Living Payments. A £300 

payment will be made to pensioner households and 

individuals in receipt of eligible disability benefits will 

receive a £150 payment. Also included is the amended 

Energy Price Guarantee which will save the average UK 

household £500 in 2023/24 and raising the benefit cap by 

10.1% in line with inflation. 

Dementia: Medical Treatments 

Asked by Lord Goodlad 

To ask His Majesty's Government how the 10 year 

plan for dementia will prepare the NHS for the arrival 

of new dementia treatments, such as Lecanemab. 

[HL4095] 

Lord Markham: We are reviewing plans for dementia 

in England and further information will be available in 

due course. NHS England continuously reviews 

potentially promising new medicines which might provide 

benefits to patients in future, including Lecanemab. 

Detention Centres: Manston 

Asked by Baroness Humphreys 

To ask His Majesty's Government whether any other 

infectious diseases, other than scabies and diphtheria, 

have been identified as originating from the Manston 

processing centre. [HL3902] 

Asked by Baroness Humphreys 

To ask His Majesty's Government what steps they are 

taking, if any, to provide access to medical professions 

for those infected by infections disease after staying in 

the Manston processing centre. [HL3903] 

Lord Murray of Blidworth: No diseases are known to 

have originated from Manston. To date, there is no 

evidence of community transmission of either Diphtheria 

or Scabies at Manston. Individuals receive an initial high 

level medical screening on arrival at Western Jet Foil – as 

of 10 December, this has now been supplemented by a 

doctor being onsite at Western Jetfoil between 0800 and 

2000 each day, mirroring the Emergency Department 

Consultant cover at Manston. 

Manston Asylum Processing Centre is equipped with all 

necessary medical facilities. If individuals display 

infectious disease symptoms after arrival at Manston then 

these people are examined by medical personnel. A tiny 

fraction of arrivals so examined have been found to be 

suffering communicable and/or notifiable diseases. If this 

happens then individuals are immediately isolated and 

treated with antibiotics, being accommodated in an 

appropriate isolation facility until medically fit. Only once 

individuals are deemed medically fit can they be 

transferred from isolation to contingency dispersal 

accommodation. 

Disability Living Allowance and Personal 

Independence Payment: Cost of Living 

Payments 

Asked by Baroness Bennett of Manor Castle 

To ask His Majesty's Government what estimate they 

have made of the number of people in receipt of (1) 

Disability Living Allowance (DLA), or (2) Personal 

Independence Payment (PIP), who are not eligible for 

the Cost of Living Payment; and what plans they have 

to provide assistance to those affected. [HL3931] 

Baroness Stedman-Scott: Of those claimants in receipt 

of Disability Living Allowance (DLA) in England and 

Wales in May 2022 (the most recent data available), 220 

were not eligible for a Disability Cost of Living Payment 

(DCoLP), as they had claimed the benefit after the 25 th 

May 2022 deadline. A further 3,020 may not have been 

eligible as they had their DLA suspended in May. Some 

of these claimants may have been partially suspended and 

so would be eligible for a payment. 

Of those claimants in receipt of Personal Independence 

Payment (PIP) in England and Wales in July 2022 (the 

most recent data available), 2,260 were not eligible for a 
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DCoLP, as they had claimed the benefit after the 25th May 

2022 deadline. A further 43,290 claimants may not have 

been eligible as they had their PIP suspended on the 25th 

May 2022. This figure includes claimants who were only 

partially suspended and so would be eligible for a 

payment. 

There is a range of support available to claimants. 

DLA and PIP claimants are paid at up to £159.60 per 

week and we are forecast to spend £24bn on PIP and 

DLA this year. 

The Government understands the pressures people are 

facing with the cost of living, which is why, in addition to 

the £37 billion of support we have provided for cost of 

living pressures in 2022-23, we are acting now to ensure 

support continues throughout 2023/24. 

To ensure stability and certainty for households, in the 

Autumn Statement, the Government has announced 

£26bn in cost of living support for 2023/24. From April 

2023 we are uprating benefits for working age households 

and disabled people, including DLA and PIP, as well as 

the basic and new State Pensions, by 10.1%. In order to 

increase the number of households who can benefit from 

these uprating decisions, the benefit cap will also be 

increased by 10.1%. Alongside further Cost of Living 

Payments for the most vulnerable, the amended Energy 

Price Guarantee which will also save the average UK 

household £500 in 2023-24. 

For those who require extra support, the Government is 

providing an additional £1 billion of funding, including 

Barnett impact, to enable the extension of the Household 

Support Fund in England in the next financial year. This 

is on top of what we have already provided since October 

2021, bringing total funding to £2.5 billion. In England, 

this will be delivered through an extension to the 

Household Support Fund backed by £842 million, 

running from 1 April 2023 to 31 March 2024, which local 

authorities will use to help households with the cost of 

essentials. It will be for the devolved administrations to 

decide how to allocate their additional Barnett funding. 

Notes: 

Source: PIP Atomic Data Store (ADS), National 

Statistics Frozen Dataset 

• This is unpublished data. It should be used with 

caution and it may be subject to future revision. 

• The PIP data provided reflects the position on 

suspensions as recorded on the PIP analytical data 

system as at 5th December 2022. This is subject to 

revision as the Department receives more information 

about a claimant’s situation. 

• The DLA data provided reflects the position on 

suspensions as recorded on the DLA analytical data 

system as at 31st May 2022. This is subject to revision 

as the Department receives more information about a 

claimant’s situation. 

• Figures have been rounded to the nearest 10. 

• Figures include England and Wales only. 

Fish Farming: Animal Welfare 

Asked by Baroness Jones of Whitchurch 

To ask His Majesty's Government what plans they 

have, if any, to include species-specific stunning 

requirements for farmed fish in slaughter regulations, in 

line with the protection afforded to terrestrial farmed 

animals. [HL4063] 

Lord Benyon: As part of our Action Plan for Animal 

Welfare, we are considering improvements that could be 

made to the welfare of farmed fish at the time of killing. 

To inform this work, we have asked the Animal Welfare 

Committee for advice on the killing of farmed fish, and 

this is expected in the new year. The Committee’s advice 

will take into account species-specific welfare 

considerations for fish that are farmed in the UK. 

Fossil Fuels: Arctic 

Asked by Baroness Bennett of Manor Castle 

To ask His Majesty's Government what steps they are 

taking to stop all support for offshore hydrocarbon 

extraction in the Arctic region and foster co-operation 

with the Arctic Council on the issue. [HL3877] 

Lord Callanan: In line with UK policy, the UK 

Government no longer provides new direct financial or 

promotional support for the fossil fuel energy sector 

overseas, other than in limited circumstances, such as to 

support clean cooking fuel in developing countries. 

Decisions on oil and gas activities, including 

hydrocarbon extraction in the Arctic region, are matters 

for the relevant national authorities. 

Decisions at all levels in the Arctic Council are the 

exclusive rights of the Arctic States with the involvement 

of the Permanent Participants, with the UK as a State 

Observer. 

HIV Infection 

Asked by Baroness Barker 

To ask His Majesty's Government what steps they are 

taking to tailor care models to provide (1) psychosocial, 

and (2) practical, support to help people to prepare to 

live with HIV in the long-term. [HL3987] 

Lord Markham: We are currently establishing a 

workforce task and finish group to report to the HIV 

Action Plan Steering Group. The task and finish group 

will be comprised of delivery partners, such as the 

voluntary and community sector and NHS England and 

will explore how to improve the care provided, including 

the transition between young and adult HIV care and 

treatment services and coordinating care in multiple 

clinical specialties. 

NHS England is also reviewing the national service 

specification for adult HIV services, which sets out the 

standards of care for providers, including the availability 
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of community, psychological and psychosocial support 

for patients. 

Specialised HIV inpatient and outpatient services have 

been identified as areas for greater integrated leadership 

by NHS England and integrated care boards (ICBs). 

Integrating the commissioning of HIV treatment services 

with ICBs will allow local systems to simplify and 

strengthen HIV care pathways with other services through 

effective local partnerships, including psychosocial 

support and mental health services, for a more holistic 

approach to care. 

HIV Infection: Discrimination 

Asked by Baroness Barker 

To ask His Majesty's Government what plans they 

have to create a comprehensive strategy for reducing 

HIV stigma. [HL3983] 

Lord Markham: A workforce task and finish group 

will be established via the HIV Action Plan 

Implementation Steering Group to consider enhanced 

training for the health and care workforce to address the 

stigma associated with HIV and to improve knowledge 

and understanding of transmission and prevention. 

In addition, we provided approximately £4 million for a 

national HIV prevention programme from 2021 to 2024 

delivered by Terrence Higgins Trust, which aims to 

reduce levels of HIV-related stigma within affected 

communities. The UK Health Security Agency continues 

to monitor experiences of stigma in those living with HIV 

through the Positive Voices survey, which will be 

available in 2023. 

HIV Infection: Drugs 

Asked by Baroness Kennedy of Cradley 

To ask His Majesty's Government what is their latest 

assessment of the extent of the rollout of PrEP (pre-

exposure prophylaxis) in England. [HL3967] 

Lord Markham: In 2021, the number of people 

initiating or continuing HIV pre-exposure prophylaxis 

(PrEP) in England was 61,092 or 69.6% of those 

identified as requiring the treatment at sexual health 

services. PrEP has been initiated or continued for 

residents of all upper tier local authorities where the need 

has been identified. 

Income Tax 

Asked by Lord Taylor of Warwick 

To ask His Majesty's Government what plans they 

have for the future of income tax for the next five 

financial years; and what assessment they have made of 

how state pensions will be affected by that tax. 

[HL3922] 

 

Lord Harlech: At the Autumn Statement, the 

Government made the decision to keep the basic rate of 

income tax at 20 per cent, maintain income tax thresholds 

for a further 2 years until April 2028 and decrease the 

additional rate threshold to £125,140 from 6 April 2023. 

The tax treatment of social security benefits is based on 

the type of payment and why it is provided. In general, 

benefits that are designed to replace income are taxable, 

including the State Pension. 

The Personal Allowance is set at a level high enough to 

ensure that those pensioners whose sole income is the 

new State Pension or basic State Pension do not and, on 

current projections, will not pay any income tax in the 

next five financial years. 

As with all aspects of the tax system, the Government 

will keep these policies under review and any decisions 

on future changes will be taken by the Chancellor in the 

context of the wider public finances. 

Independent Anti-slavery Commissioner: 

Public Appointments 

Asked by Baroness Butler-Sloss 

To ask His Majesty's Government, further to the 

Written Answer by Lord Murray of Blidworth on 22 

November (HL3235), what are the reasons for the delay 

in appointing an Independent Anti-slavery 

Commissioner; and what is their timetable for making 

the appointment. [HL3881] 

Lord Murray of Blidworth: The process to recruit a 

new Independent Anti-slavery Commissioner (IASC) 

follows the principles set out within the Cabinet Office 

Governance Code on Public Appointments. 

A fair and open recruitment campaign is underway, and 

it would be inappropriate to comment any further while 

this process is ongoing. 

A decision on the appointment is currently under 

consideration. 

Infant Foods: Marketing 

Asked by Baroness Bennett of Manor Castle 

To ask His Majesty's Government what assessment 

they have made of the use of indirect marketing 

techniques, such as advice provision, by baby formula 

brands to target expectant new parents. [HL3876] 

Lord Markham: No specific assessment has been 

made. Article 11 of retained Commission Delegated 

Regulation (EU) 2016/127 on the composition and 

information requirements of infant formula and follow-on 

formula states that all informational and educational 

materials on the feeding of infants must not discourage 

breastfeeding. 
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Influenza: Vaccination 

Asked by Baroness Kennedy of Cradley 

To ask His Majesty's Government what assessment 

they have made of the progress towards developing a 

universal flu vaccine. [HL4156] 

Lord Markham: The Joint Committee on Vaccination 

and Immunisation (JCVI) conducts annual horizon 

scanning on new vaccines in development and is aware of 

efforts to develop a universal influenza vaccine. Subject 

to progress on such a vaccine and potential licensing, the 

JCVI will engage with the relevant manufacturers via its 

influenza subcommittee. 

Lecanemab 

Asked by Lord Goodlad 

To ask His Majesty's Government what discussions 

they have had about improving dementia diagnosis to 

prepare for the arrival of Lecanemab. [HL4096] 

Lord Markham: We have had no specific discussions. 

NHS England continuously reviews potentially promising 

new medicines which might provide benefits to patients in 

future, including Lecanemab. 

Migrants: Cost of Living 

Asked by The Lord Bishop of Durham 

To ask His Majesty's Government, further to the 

Written Answer by Baroness Stedman-Scott on 8 

November (HL2809), what support is available to 

individuals subject to No Recourse to Public Funds 

(NRPF) conditions as part of their total cost of living 

package of £37 billion this year, but excluding the 

Energy Bills Support Scheme. [HL3888] 

Baroness Stedman-Scott: In addition to the 

Government supporting those in receipt of public fund 

benefits with cost-of-living payments, the package also 

includes a range of measures that those with no recourse 

to public funds could also benefit from, if they meet the 

eligibility criteria. 

This would include an increase to the National Living 

Wage (NLW) by 9.7% to £10.42 an hour for workers 

aged 23 and over, from 1 April 2023 for those individuals 

who have a right to work. In addition, the Government’s 

commitment to the triple lock will see an increase from 

April 2023 of 10.1% to their State Pension. 

For those who require extra support, the government is 

providing an additional £1bn to help with the cost of 

household essentials, for the 2023-24 financial year, on 

top of what we have already provided since October 2021, 

bringing total funding for this support to £2.5 billion. 

In England this includes an extension to the Household 

Support Fund backed by £842m, running from 1 April 

2023 to 31 March 2024. Guidance and individual Local 

Authority indicative allocations for this further extension 

will be announced in due course. Devolved 

administrations will receive £158 million through the 

Barnett formula. 

Local Authorities can provide a basic safety net support 

to an individual, regardless of their immigration status, if 

there is a genuine care need that does not arise solely 

from destitution, for example if: 

• there are community care needs; 

• they have serious health problems; and 

• there is a risk to a child’s wellbeing. 

Local Authorities must use their judgement to decide 

what legal powers and funding can be used to support 

individuals who are ineligible for public funds or statutory 

housing assistance. 

Ophthalmic Services: Special Educational 

Needs 

Asked by Lord Blunkett 

To ask His Majesty's Government, further to the 

Written Answer by Lord Markham on 1 December 

(HL3634), whether they will deposit in the Library of 

the House the promotional literature for (1) day special 

schools, and (2) parents of children attending day 

special schools, which explained that the NHS Special 

Schools Eye Care Service was a pilot due to end 31 

March 2023. [HL3994] 

Lord Markham: A copy of the promotional literature 

provided to schools and parent and carers through the 

current proof of concept exercise is attached. However, 

this did not specify an end date to the pilot as this had not 

been confirmed at the date of issue. 

The Answer includes the following attached material: 

Special School Eye Care Service Information Sheet [School 

Service Information Sheet - NHS Special School Eye Care 

Service.pdf] 

The material can be viewed online at: 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-

answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2022-12-05/HL3994 

Private Rented Housing: Taxation 

Asked by Lord Truscott 

To ask His Majesty's Government what plans they 

have, if any, to review the role of the tax system in 

meeting the demand for rental homes in the private 

rented sector. [HL3826] 

Lord Harlech: The Government keeps all tax policy, 

including that affecting the private rented sector, under 

review. 

The Government has increased the nil-rate threshold of 

Stamp Duty Land Tax from £125,000 to £250,000 to 

support the property market until March 2025 and 

remains committed to supporting the rental market. 

The Levelling Up and Regeneration Bill currently 

before parliament also contains provisions to increase 

Council Tax on second and empty homes. 
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Ensuring a fair deal for renters remains a priority for 

this government. 

Public Expenditure: EU Countries 

Asked by Lord Pearson of Rannoch 

To ask His Majesty's Government, further to the 

Written Answer by Baroness Penn on 25 November 

(HL3505), whether they will provide a figure in their 

answer of how much money the UK has paid the EU 

since its departure; and for what purposes that money 

was paid. [HL3949] 

Baroness Penn: The financial settlement under the 

European Union Withdrawal Agreement Act 2020 (WA) 

represents the negotiated agreement over the UK’s 

financial commitments to the EU and those of the 

European Union (EU) to the UK. This financial 

arrangement is related to the UK’s past obligations as a 

departing Member State and does not relate to any future 

arrangements. 

As published in the European Union Finances 

Statement 2021, the net UK payments under the WA were 

c.£11bn (€13.4bn) by 31 December 2021. The publication 

notes that the UK received an invoice of c.£2.9bn 

(€3.4bn) in April 2022 which has been paid in full. Since 

the publication of this document, the UK has received the 

next regular invoice under the WA for c.£5.5bn (€6.4bn) 

which is paid in monthly instalments until May 2023. 

The payments made to the EU in 2022 under the WA 

will be outlined in more detail in the next edition of the 

European Union Finances Statement 2022 which is 

planned to be published in 2023. The latest publication 

with additional information about the underlying 

liabilities under WA can be found on gov.uk. 

Public Sector: Energy 

Asked by Lord Taylor of Warwick 

To ask His Majesty's Government what estimate they 

have made of the financial impact on the public sector 

in 2022/23 as a result of the increasing prices of (1) 

fuel, and (2) energy. [HL3923] 

Baroness Penn: The independent Office for Budget 

Responsibility (OBR) recently published its Economic 

and Fiscal Outlook, which accounted for the impact of 

increases in oil and gas prices on the public finances. 

Higher energy prices principally affect the fiscal 

outlook via implications for spending, with the Energy 

Price Guarantee and Energy Bill Relief Scheme (EBRS) 

forecast to cost £43.2bn in 2022-23. The public sector is 

benefiting from universal support for energy costs this 

winter as part of the EBRS which provides a discount on 

wholesale gas and electricity prices for all non-domestic 

energy consumers, including the voluntary and public 

sectors. 

Public sector organisations will not be eligible for this 

support after March 2023. A review is currently underway 

to determine support after the initial six-month EBRS 

scheme, which will be targeted at those most affected to 

ensure fiscal sustainability and value for money for the 

taxpayer. 

Refugees: Taxation 

Asked by Lord Cromwell 

To ask His Majesty's Government at what point 

Ukrainian refugees who have been in the UK for over 

180 days are liable to pay tax. [HL3882] 

Baroness Penn: Under UK tax rules, all income earned 

through employment is taxable. The Government has 

made guidance available on GOV.UK for Ukrainians 

arriving in the UK, which includes a section on 

employment and tax. 

The Government is committed to a fair tax system in 

which those with the most contribute the most. The 

income tax system is highly progressive, with different 

rates of tax sitting above an internationally high tax-free 

Personal Allowance. Ukrainians arriving in the UK will 

have to claim the Personal Allowance at the end of each 

tax year in which they receive UK income. 

Reserve Forces 

Asked by Lord De Mauley 

To ask His Majesty's Government when the 2022 

statutory report of the External Scrutiny Team on the 

state of the UK’s Volunteer Reserve Forces will be 

placed in the Library of the House. [HL3885] 

Baroness Goldie: We are very grateful to the External 

Scrutiny Team for their work and the Ministry of Defence 

(MOD) will publish their 2022 report and the MOD 

response early in the New Year. 

Social Services: Finance 

Asked by Lord Blunkett 

To ask His Majesty's Government, further to the 

Written Answer by Lord Markham on 1 December 

(HL3582), whether the clarification by Lord Markham 

on 24 November (HL Deb col 1469) is the most up-to-

date answer to this question. [HL4046] 

Lord Markham: The answer provided to the Noble 

Lord on 1 December is the most recent information. 

Statutory Sick Pay 

Asked by The Lord Bishop of London 

To ask His Majesty's Government how many people 

are currently receiving statutory sick pay; how many 

people are eligible to receive only statutory sick pay 

when unwell; and how many people earn less than the 

lower earnings threshold, making them ineligible for 

statutory sick pay. [HL4157] 

Baroness Stedman-Scott: Statutory Sick Pay is 

administered and paid by employers, so this information 
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is not held by the Government. Therefore, we are not able 

to make a robust assessment on the number of people who 

are currently receiving SSP. 

There is information on the type of sick pay usually 

paid from surveys of employers and employees. The most 

recent of these are a survey of employers conducted in 

2018 (most recent publication in 2021) and a survey of 

employees conducted in 2014 (published in 2015). Links 

to both surveys can be found below: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/sickness-

absence-and-health-in-the-workplace-understanding-

employer-behaviour-and-practice 

Health and wellbeing at work: a survey of employees, 

2014 (publishing.service.gov.uk)  

As set out in the 2019 “Health is Everyone’s Business” 

consultation, it was estimated that there were around 2 

million employees who earned below the Lower Earnings 

Limit (LEL) and were therefore ineligible for Statutory 

Sick Pay (SSP). 

VAT: Registration 

Asked by Lord Harris of Haringey 

To ask His Majesty's Government what is the current 

delay in HMRC processing new registrations for VAT; 

and what estimate they have made of the costs of such 

delays (1) to the businesses and organisations affected, 

and (2) to the Exchequer. [HL3897] 

Lord Harlech: HMRC aims to reply to 80% of VAT 

registration applications within 40 working days and are 

currently meeting that aim. However, for more complex 

applications or those that require additional checks, for 

example to identify fraudulent applications, this may take 

longer. 

HMRC expects to have significantly reduced the 

already small proportion of cases that are older than 40 

working days by the end of 2022. 

HMRC has made no estimate of the cost to business or 

to the Exchequer of delays in VAT registration 

processing. 

Winter Fuel Payment 

Asked by Lord Balfe 

To ask His Majesty's Government, further to the 

Written Answer by Baroness Stedman-Scott on 29 

November (HL3471), which said that the outturn for 

winter fuel payments for the year 2020/21 was £1,958 

million in nominal terms, whether they have considered 

making winter fuel payments a taxable benefit; and 

if so, what estimate they have made of the tax yield that 

would result. [HL3874] 

Baroness Penn: The Government has no plans to make 

Winter Fuel Payments taxable, and as such no analysis 

has been undertaken to estimate how much this would 

raise. 
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