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Written Statements

Wednesday, 20 October 2021

BEIS Update

[HLWS322]

Lord Callanan: My Right Honourable friend the
Minister of State for Energy, Clean Growth and Climate
Change (Greg Hands) has today made the following
statement:

This statement will be made at a later date.

Covid-19 Update

[HLWS325]

Lord Kamall: My Rt Hon Friend the Secretary of State
for Health and Social Care (Sajid Javid) has today made
the following written statement:

The Prime Minister’s announcement of the formation of
the Antivirals Taskforce in April 2021 brought new
impetus to the search for potential antiviral treatments for
UK Covid-19 patients.

Effective treatments for Covid-19 will be vital to
manage the risk of infection, as we learn to live with the
virus. Covid-19 treatments are especially important for
people who cannot take a vaccine for medical reasons or
for whom vaccines may be less effective, such as those
who are immunocompromised.

Antivirals may help reduce the development of severe
Covid-19 and its transmission by targeting the virus at an
early stage, preventing progression to more severe disease
by blocking virus replication.

The Antivirals Taskforce, under the leadership of Eddie
Gray, has worked at speed to identify and evaluate
potential antiviral candidates that meet the criteria set out
by the Prime Minister: oral antivirals which can be taken
at home following a positive Covid-19 test and are
available for deployment this autumn / winter.

Commercial negotiations have concluded for the first
antiviral candidates, with two supply agreements now
signed to ensure that they are available for UK patients.
We have secured 480,000 patient courses of Molnupiravir
from Merck Sharp and Dohme (MSD) along with 250,000
patient courses of PF-07321332 from Pfizer. Payment
will only be made, and product delivered following UK
market authorisation from the Medicines and Healthcare
products Regulatory Agency (MHRA).

Molnupiravir and PF-07321332 are both oral antivirals
which can be taken at home to target the SARS-CoV-2
virus, but with different mechanisms of action.
Molnupiravir is a ribonucleoside analogue which inhibits
viral RNA replication. PF-07321332 is a protease
inhibitor which prevents virus replication by selectively
binding to viral proteases preventing the cleavage of
proteins which are necessary to produce infectious virus
particles.
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Should these antivirals receive appropriate MHRA
approvals, the UK Government's intention is to deploy
these treatments to NHS patients via a national study
which will allow us to collect further data on how these
treatments work in vaccinated patients. The Antivirals
Taskforce is working across the health and care system in
the UK, including NHS England and NHS Improvement,
UK Health Security Agency, and our partners in the
Devolved Administrations to plan the deployment of
antiviral treatments as more data is available. Our
deployment plans will prioritise the most clinically
vulnerable to Covid-19. The Department of Health and
Social Care will publish a further update in due course.

HS2 Six-monthly Report to Parliament

[HLWS324]

Baroness Vere of Norbiton: My Honourable Friend,
the Minister of State for Transport (Andrew Stephenson),
has made the following Ministerial Statement:

Review of High Speed 2 (HS2) including programme
update, local community impact and engagement,
environment and benefits.

I am proud to report significant progress on High Speed
2 (HS2) in my third update to Parliament on the project.
We remain within budget and schedule, have hit major
construction milestones, made substantial progress with
key procurements, and are crucially supporting more jobs
than ever before — all demonstrating just how HS2 is
central to this Government’s mission to ‘Build Back
Better’ from the Covid-19 pandemic.

Key achievements in this reporting period are (February
to August 2021 inclusive):

* Recent announcement that the project now supports
20,000 jobs, just over a year since the Prime Minister
marked the start of main construction. To date, over
2,200 businesses, 97% of which are UK-registered,
have delivered work on HS2.

* Launching the first tunnel boring machines (TBMs)
that are digging the 10-mile-long tunnels underneath the
Chilterns hills. The two TBMs have driven a combined
distance of approximately 1.5 miles and are progressing
ahead of schedule. Construction on the new ‘superhub’
HS2 station at Old Oak Common (supporting 2,300
jobs and 250 apprenticeships) has also started.

« At Euston, we’ve confirmed the move to a less
complex, more efficient 10-platform design, which can
be built in a single-stage, and can still support the full
operation of the HS2 network.

* Releasing tenders for Phase One and 2a rail systems
packages, with 14 rail systems packages available over
the next 2 years (which include systems for track,
power, signalling and communications).

* On Phase 2a, commencing early environmental works
which marked the first stage in extending the railway
from the West Midlands to Crewe and starting
procurement for a Design and Delivery Partner (DDP).


http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-statement/Lords/2021-10-20/HLWS322/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-statement/Lords/2021-10-20/HLWS325/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-statement/Lords/2021-10-20/HLWS324/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/build-back-better-our-plan-for-growth
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/build-back-better-our-plan-for-growth
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» Announcing the Government’s commitment to deliver
a ‘net gain’ in biodiversity for the next Phase of HS2
(Crewe to Manchester).

This report uses data provided by HS2 Ltd to the HS2
Ministerial Task Force for Phases One and 2a, and covers
the period between February 2021 and August 2021
inclusive. Recommendations from the Public Accounts
Committee (PAC) report of 22" September 2021 have
been considered and | will provide an update on the
continued implementation of these recommendations in
my next report.

Programme update
Schedule

1. In my last report, I confirmed that Phase One
remained within its projected Delivery into Service (DiS)
range of 2029 to 2033. | also committed to providing an
update on the outcome of a schedule re-planning exercise
to mitigate the impact of delays that have arisen since the
schedule was set at the start of last year (of which some
are Covid-19 related).

2. This exercise was undertaken by HS2 Ltd and its
suppliers, and the exercise has now concluded.
Construction activities have been successfully re-
sequenced to deliver a schedule that reflects an
increasingly mature understanding of the years of works
ahead. The re-sequencing helps resolve a large number of
previously reported schedule pressures, whilst still
retaining the Phase One DiS range of 2029 to 2033. The
cost of these mitigations has been assessed at £110m and
will be covered by contingency delegated to HS2 Ltd.

3. Whilst the forecast DiS range for Phase One remains
2029 to 2033, HS2 Ltd has identified some potential
minor delays in the southern section of the line-of-route
and tunnels leading into Old Oak Common from outer
London. Our focus now is to identify efficiencies and
control risk in these key areas. The most notable risks
include:

* residual delays in completing enabling works and
handover to Main Works in certain locations.

* slower than planned design progress and securing
planning consents by the Main Works Civils
Contractors that are limiting productivity of the supply
chain.

+ the consequential impacts of Covid-19, which has
continued to cause disruption within this reporting
period.

4. Following Royal Assent of the Phase 2a High Speed
Rail Bill, the Phase 2a DiS range has now been set to
2030 to 2034. New delivery arrangements have been
approved, including a DDP that will act as a strategic
partner for HS2 Ltd to provide support in managing
design and construction.

Affordability
5. HS2 remains within budget. The overall budget for
Phase One, including Euston, remains £44.6bn. This is

composed of the target cost of £40.3bn and additional
Government-retained contingency of £4.3bn. The target
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cost includes contingency delegated to HS2 Ltd of £5.6bn
for managing risk and uncertainties.

6. On Phase 2a, revised delivery arrangements were
approved in June based on an updated cost range of
£5.2bn to £7.2bn, broadly similar to the National Audit
Office’s (NAQO’s) report of January 2020. Arrangements
will be formalised in the Spending Review.

7. To date, out of the Phase One target cost of £40.3bn,
£12.9bn has been spent, with an additional £1bn for land
and property provisions. £12.4bn has additionally been
contracted, with the remaining amount not yet under
contract or drawn as contingency.

8. Since my last report, the first £15m of the £4.3bn of
Government-retained contingency for Phase One has been
allocated, to increase the number of trains that Old Oak
Common station can serve from three to six trains per
hour whilst it acts as the temporary London terminus.
This will unlock substantial economic benefits until the
completion of the new HS2 station at Euston.

9. To date, HS2 Ltd has drawn about £0.8bn of its
£5.6bn delegated contingency. Contingency use to-date
reflects an increase of about £0.4bn since my last report to
Parliament. The rate of contingency draw is expected at
this stage given the nature of current enabling and civils
works and the scale and complexity of the programme.

10. HS2 Ltd is currently reporting future potential cost
pressures of around £1.3bn (compared with my previous
update of about £0.8bn). If these cost pressures
materialise, they will be drawn from contingency held by
HS2 Ltd, of which £4.8bn remains. Of the £1.3bn
potential contingency drawdown, the key cost pressures
currently being reported which may require a call on
contingency delegated to HS2 Ltd if not mitigated are:

* An estimate of £0.6bn for the slower than expected
mobilisation of Main Works Civils Contractors for
Phase One, associated with delays to enabling works
handovers, design approvals and securing of planning
consents. This estimate is, in part, informed by the
schedule re-planning exercise.

* A £0.4bn pressure on Euston cost estimates (which
remains unchanged from my last update to Parliament).
However, now that the move to a smaller, less complex
10-platform single-stage delivery strategy at Euston has
been confirmed (which will still support the full
operation of the HS2 network), the Department for
Transport (DfT) anticipates that cost pressures at
Euston will be reduced as the updated station design is
developed over the coming months.

* A further £0.15bn pressure has been reported for
delivering on-network works on the existing Euston
network that are required to facilitate the new HS2
station.

11. HS2 Ltd has identified over £0.3bn in savings and
continues to focus on realising further efficiencies and
opportunities to reduce the cost of Phase One.

12. On Covid-19 costs (which will be managed from
within Government-retained contingency), HS2 Ltd is
making good progress with its suppliers to quantify the


https://www.gov.uk/government/news/government-commits-to-nature-positive-future-in-response-to-dasgupta-review
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/government-commits-to-nature-positive-future-in-response-to-dasgupta-review
https://committees.parliament.uk/publications/7381/documents/77661/default/
https://committees.parliament.uk/publications/7381/documents/77661/default/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/government-major-projects-portfolio-accounting-officer-assessments/high-speed-2-hs2-phase-2a-revised-delivery-arrangements-accounting-officer-assessment-may-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/government-major-projects-portfolio-accounting-officer-assessments/high-speed-2-hs2-phase-2a-revised-delivery-arrangements-accounting-officer-assessment-may-2021
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impacts on individual contracts ahead of submitting
claims to request drawdown of Government-retained
contingency. Since my last report, HS2 Ltd has updated
its assessment of the likely financial impact of the
pandemic on delivering Phase One and estimates the full
costs within the range of £0.4bn to £0.7bn (this has been
authorised by DfT). The assessment was based on the
extended duration of restricted working practices
anticipated to run to a revised end-point assumption of
December 2021.

13. DfT and HS2 Ltd have agreed in principle a set of
initial claims that include direct and measurable costs of
restrictions that relate to the initial phases of Covid-19 in
2020. These will now be subject to Government scrutiny
and will require formal approval before funds from
Government-retained contingency can be allocated.

Delivery

14. On Phase One, work is well underway at our 340
sites between London and the West Midlands and
construction of the line-of-route continues to gather pace.
Health and safety remains a top priority for the project as
work continues to ramp-up. With over 4 million hours
worked across the programme per month, there has been
an increase in the number of safety-related incidents. HS2
Ltd is focused on continual improvement with its supply
chain including through embedding lessons learned and
cross-functional learning between integrated project
teams comprising of HS2 Ltd staff and its contractors.

15. The launch of the first 2 TBMs (Florence and
Cecilia) marked a significant moment for the project. The
TBMs are the largest ever used on a UK rail project and
will excavate tunnels underneath the Chilterns for the next
3 years. Further TBM launches are planned in the coming
months, including excavation under Long Itchington
Wood.

16. Elsewhere, good progress has been made on the
four new HS2 stations along Phase One. In June, the
Transport Secretary visited Old Oak Common to mark the
start of permanent construction. This ‘super-hub’ station
truly shows the Government’s ‘Plan for Jobs’ in action —
kickstarting major regeneration, supporting 2,300 jobs
and 250 apprenticeships in construction.

17. In the West Midlands, a design and build contract
for Birmingham Curzon Street station was awarded to
HS2 Ltd’s new construction partner on time. HS2 Ltd has
also recently announced the shortlist of bidders for the
contract to build the award-winning Interchange Station
in Solihull, and contract award is planned for Summer
2022.

18. In response to a recommendation from the Oakervee
Review about looking into the efficiency of the Euston
station, the move to a smaller, simpler 10-platform station
design at Euston has now been confirmed, which can be
built in a single-stage (instead of an 11-platform, two-
stage build). This will provide a more efficient design and
delivery strategy and play a significant role in mitigating
the affordability pressures recently identified. Moving to
this revised HS2 Euston station design maintains the
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station infrastructure capacity to run 17 trains per hour, as
set out in the Phase One Full Business Case. We are
continuing to explore opportunities for greater integration
between the HS2 and Network Rail stations through The
Euston Partnership, and to optimise the oversite
development above the Euston terminus. Further details
will be provided in my next update.

19. We have reached a major milestone on the
procurement of rail systems. HS2 Ltd has started to
release tenders for Phase One and 2a rail systems
packages for systems such as track, catenary, power,
control and communications. This will continue over the
next two years.

20. There have been various legal challenges to the
rolling stock process, but we expect the contract award to
be in the Autumn subject to there being no further
challenges. It is not expected that this delay will affect the
planned opening of Phase One services.

21. Following Royal Assent of the Phase 2a High Speed
Rail Bill, we have continued to deliver the enabling works
contracts, consisting of ground investigations, utility
diversions and environmental works. Early environmental
works mobilisation commenced in April and the second
enabling civil works package in July. The procurement of
the DDP and Advanced Civil Works contract (ACW)
started in June; the tenders for ACW have now been
released; and the publication of the DDP tenders is due to
happen shortly.

22. On Phase 2b, preparations are underway for a
hybrid Bill for the Western Leg (between Crewe and
Manchester) to be deposited in Parliament in early 2022.

23. We will soon publish the Integrated Rail Plan (IRP)
for the North and Midlands which will set out how we
will deliver and sequence HS2 Phase 2b, Northern
Powerhouse Rail and other major rail schemes, such as
Midlands Rail Hub, to ensure transformational rail
improvements and benefits are delivered to passengers,
businesses and communities more quickly.

Local community impact and engagement

24. As HS2 Minister, | expect affected communities to
be at the heart of our plans for this project. That is why |
previously committed to follow-up on the conclusions of
the Land and Property Review published in November
2020.

25. The Land and Property Review generated a number
of proposals intended to transform how people and
businesses affected by HS2 are treated. | am delighted
that DfT and HS2 Ltd have implemented over half of
these proposals, double the number implemented at the
time of my last report. This Spring, | went a step further
and launched a 6-week public consultation to seek views
on proposals that required further engagement (e.g. how
to improve community engagement on the land and
property buying programmes, and how to protect the
interests of those affected). Findings from the
consultation, which will be published this Autumn, will
inform policy changes.


https://www.gov.uk/government/topical-events/plan-for-jobs
https://www.gov.uk/government/topical-events/plan-for-jobs
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/hs2-phase-one-full-business-case
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/hs2-phase-one-full-business-case
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/2021-hs2-land-and-property-review-proposals-public-consultation
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/2021-hs2-land-and-property-review-proposals-public-consultation

Page 4

26. A priority since my last report has been to ensure
that the Transport Secretary secures all the land needed to
build the first phase of HS2 before compulsory purchase
powers expire in February 2022. HS2 Ltd remains on
target to complete the process of serving compulsory
purchase notices on landowners where property is to be
permanently acquired before the end of compulsory
purchase powers. Affected property owners are being
notified. We recognise that compulsory purchase has an
impact on property owners, some of whom will see land
that was previously taken into temporary possession now
permanently acquired, and HS2 Ltd is talking to land
owners to explain why this is necessary.

27. Over £10m of funding has now been distributed by
the HS2 Business, Community and Environment Funds.
This milestone means over a quarter of the Phase One
funds have now been allocated, delivering community
benefits across 172 projects located near the line of route.
Since April this year, a further £5m has been made
available to extend the funds to communities and
businesses living on the Phase 2a route. These funds play
a crucial role in ensuring a positive legacy for
communities most affected by HS2 construction and |
look forward to many more projects up and down the line
being supported.

28. In terms of community impacts, DfT’s independent
team of Construction Inspectors now act on my behalf to
objectively assess community concerns. The Inspectors
have now visited many sites along the Phase One route,
identifying a range of good practice and innovation, as
well as some risks — notably difficulties with acquiring
planning consents and delays caused by illegal protestors.
A refreshed HS2 Community Engagement Strategy will
also be launched soon.

29. With regard to protester activity, which HS2 Ltd
estimates has cost the project up to £80m, the
Government is making sure that HS2 Ltd, its supply
chain, emergency services and wider Government have a
coordinated response to illegal protest. Regrettably, some
protesters have turned to violent and aggressive
behaviour, particularly against HS2 Ltd’s supply chain.
The Government is taking steps to ensure that illegal
protestor activity is properly dealt with and that safety
risks are minimised.

Environment

30. As we look to the 2021 United Nations Climate
Change Conference (COP26), | wanted to reiterate the
Government’s ambition of building the most sustainable
high-speed railway in the world, so we play our part in
helping the UK to tackle climate change and reach net
zero carbon emissions by 2050.

31. I am delighted to confirm that HS2 Ltd will shortly
publish its first Environmental Sustainability Report,
which will provide a clear and up-to-date account of
HS2’s environmental impacts and the important work that
is being deployed to mitigate for any adverse effects.
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32. Further to this Government’s previous commitment
to deliver ‘no net loss’ to biodiversity across all Phases, I
am pleased the Government confirmed in June its further
commitment to aim to deliver a ‘net gain’ to biodiversity
for the next Phase of HS2, the Crewe to Manchester
scheme. This commitment will build on the significant
environmental legacy of earlier Phases, such as the new
nature reserve on the Colne Valley Western Slopes, which
recently received local planning approval.

33. | also recently launched the new £2 million
Biodiversity Investment Fund (BIF) on Phase 2a to
identify opportunities to work with local stakeholders to
produce biodiversity gains through the creation and
restoration of ecological habits along the Phase 2a route.

34. Good progress is also being made on delivering our
decarbonisation agenda. The Government published its
Transport Decarbonisation Plan, which outlines the
policies required to enable the sector to meet its net zero
emissions target by 2050. HS2 will be an integral part in
delivering the UK’s future net zero rail network.

Benefits

35. Since my appointment as HS2 Minister, | have been
totally committed to ensuring the benefits of HS2 are
realised as widely as possible. In August | welcomed the
announcement that, at its peak, HS2 will support 34,000
jobs, 4,000 more than forecast in my last update. The jobs
boost comes at a crucial time as the UK strives to ‘Build
Back Better’ from the pandemic. HS2 is already playing a
crucial role in the UK’s post-pandemic economic
recovery, with over 20,000 jobs currently supported. In
addition, over 2,200 businesses have delivered work on
HS2, with 97% UK registered.

36. HS2 Ltd has a clear benefits management and
evaluation strategy that drives how the programme’s
benefits for each phase flow through to the HS2 supply
chain. The DfT continues to work closely with HS2 Ltd,
local Government and central Government Departments
to maximise the benefits of HS2 for people, communities
and businesses. The DfT and the Department for
Levelling Up, Housing and Communities are continuing
to engage with HS2 station places, to understand their
local growth and regeneration ambitions, and how we can
work with them to realise those ambitions.

37. The publication of HS2 Ltd’s ‘Building Skills to
Deliver’ report demonstrates the potential opportunities
HS2 has to offer as we level up our country. The report
highlights the critical role that HS2 is playing in
supporting young people and unemployed people back
into work after the pandemic. It notes that the total
workforce for Phase One and 2a is expected to peak at
around 26,500 people over the next two years and that
there will be a constant labour demand of 23,600 to
26,500 people from now until 2025/26. The report also
reaffirms that the HS2 programme will create 2,000
apprenticeships, with over 650 having been started since
2017. HS2 Ltd is also committed to promoting
opportunities to local people as well as those from
underrepresented and disadvantaged groups.


https://www.hs2.org.uk/documents/building-the-skills-to-deliver-hs2/
https://www.hs2.org.uk/documents/building-the-skills-to-deliver-hs2/
https://www.hs2.org.uk/documents/building-the-skills-to-deliver-hs2/
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Forward Look

38. On Phase One, focus remains on overseeing the
massive construction programme and | expect progress on
closure of remaining Early Works, with handover of sites
by Summer 2022. | expect to see HS2 Ltd award the
contract for rolling stock, and for HS2 Ltd to complete the
process of serving compulsory purchase notices on
landowners where properties are to be permanently
acquired.

39. On Phase 2a, focus remains on selecting a DDP and
to launch procurement for the Main Civil Works
Framework which is expected to commence in early
2022.

40. On Phase 2b, work on legislation for the Crewe to
Manchester scheme continues, with the view to depositing
a hybrid Bill in early 2022.

41. On wider programme governance, | would like to
thank Allan Cook CBE who left HS2 Ltd in July after 2.5
years as Chairman. A search is underway to find a new
Chair and | will provide an update on this in my next
report. 1 am also currently working to complete an
updated HS2 Framework Document and Development
Agreement to ensure continued effective governance
between DfT and HS2 Ltd.

42. 1 will continue to engage closely with Parliament
and will provide my next report in Spring 2022.

Annex A: Six-Monthly Financial Report

All figures in this report are presented in 2019 prices
unless stated otherwise.

Forecasts costs by Phase

Phase Target cost  Total estimated costs

range 1
One £40.3bn £35 to £45bn
2a Not set yet £5t0 £7bn 2
2b Not set yet To Be Determined 3

1. Rounded to nearest billion.

2. Arrangements will be formalised at the next
Spending Review.

3. In the last six-month report, the Government
explained that the cost range of £32-46bn would be
subject to update. The Government expects to set out
more fully the costs of Phase 2b in the IRP and when it
brings forward a hybrid Bill for the Western Leg of Phase
2b.
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1. Total spend to date in actual prices is £15.3bn. In my
first update to Parliament in October 2020, spend to date
for the whole programme was reported at £11bn; this
figure represents actual prices. In 2019 prices spend to
date at the time was £11.3bn. Spend to date stated above
for Phase One includes a £1 billion liability (provision)
representing the DfT’s obligation to purchase land and
property.

2. Figures provided
expenditure.

3. The total variance of £0.1bn is due primarily to
estimated in-year additional Covid related costs.

include land and property

Evolution of Phase One HS2 Ltd contingency drawdown over last three
Parliamentary Reports

Parliamentary Report

Oct-20 Mar-21 Oct-21
Total HS2 Ltd £0.2bn (4%)  £0.4bn (7%) £0.8bn
contingency (14%)
drawdown and %
used
Total HS2 Ltd £5.4bn (96%) £5.2bn £4.8bn
contingency (93%) (86%)

remaining

Evolution of Phase One Government-retained contingency drawdown
over last three Parliamentary Reports

Parliamentary Report

Oct-20 Mar-21 Oct-21

Total £0bn (0%)
Government-

retained

contingency

drawdown and %

used

£0bn (0%)  £0bn (0%) 1

Total £4.3bn (100%)
Government-

retained

contingency

remaining

£4.30n
(100%)

£4.30n
(100%)

Historic and forecast expenditure

Phase Spend to 2021 to 2021 to Variance
date 1 2022 2022
budget 2 forecast 2
One £13.9bn £4.7bn £4.8bn £0.1bn
2a £0.5bn £0.3bn £0.3bn £0.0bn
2b £1.1bn £0.3bn £0.3bn £0.0bn
Total £15.5bn £5.3bn £5.4bn £0.1bn 3

1. £0.015bn has been allocated to enable Old Oak
Common to increase the number of trains it runs from
three to six trains per hour but has not yet been drawdown
from Government-retained contingency.

New Railway Line: Bristol to Portishead

[HLWS321]

Baroness Vere of Norbiton: My Honourable Friend,
the Parliamentary Under Secretary for Transport (Robert
Courts) has made the following Ministerial Statement:

I have been asked by my Right Honourable Friend, the
Secretary of State to make this Written Ministerial
Statement. This Statement concerns the application made
by North Somerset District Council under the Planning
Act 2008 for the construction of a new railway on the
trackbed on the former branch line from Bristol to
Portishead.
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Under section 107(1) of the Planning Act 2008, the
Secretary of State must make his decision within 3
months of receipt of the Examining Authority’s report
unless exercising the power under section 107(3) to
extend the deadline and make a Statement to the House of
Parliament announcing the new deadline. The Secretary
of State received the Examining Authority’s report on the
Portishead Branch Line — MetroWest Phase 1
development consent order application on 19 July 2021
and the current deadline for a decision was 19 October
2021.

The deadline for the decision is to be extended to 19
April 2022 (an extension of 6 months) to allow further
consideration of environmental matters.

The decision to set new deadlines is without prejudice
to the decisions on whether to grant development consent
for the above application.

Outcome of Referrals to UK Supreme Court
under Section 33 of the Scotland Act 1998

[HLWS323]

Lord Offord of Garvel: My Right Hon. Friend the
Secretary of State for Scotland (Mr Alister Jack) has
today made the following statement:

On 6 October 2021, the UK Supreme Court handed
down their judgment on the UK Law Officers’ (the
Advocate General for Scotland and the Attorney General)
referral of two Scottish Government bills - the United
Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child
(Incorporation) (Scotland) Bill (“the UNCRC Bill”) and
the European Charter of Local Self-Government
(Incorporation) (Scotland) Bill (“the ECLSG Bill”).

The UK Supreme Court found that all UNCRC and
ECLSG provisions referenced would be outside
legislative competence on the basis that they modified
section 28(7) of the Scotland Act 1998. They also found
that section 6 of the UNCRC Bill (the duty on public
authorities to comply with the UNCRC) related to
reserved matters and modified the law in relation to
reserved matters, and in that context gave some guidance
on the limits of section 101(2) of the Scotland Act 1998.
The Court found that section 6 could not be interpreted

20 October 2021
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narrowly to bring it within competence. The full
judgments are available here:

« REFERENCE by the Attorney General and the
Advocate General for Scotland - United Nations
Convention on the Rights of the Child (Incorporation)
(Scotland) Bill:

https://www.supremecourt.uk/cases/uksc-2021-
0079.html

+ REFERENCE by the Attorney General and the
Advocate General for Scotland - European Charter of
Local Self-Government (Incorporation) (Scotland) Bill:

https://www.supremecourt.uk/cases/uksc-2021-
0080.html

The UK Law Officers made the referrals under section
33 of the Scotland Act 1998 on 12 April 2021. In advance
of that, the Secretary of State for Scotland had written to
the Scottish Government to highlight the UK
Government’s concerns and suggest remedies. The UK
Supreme Court heard submissions from both governments
on 28 and 29 June 2021. The full written cases for all
parties, including UK Law Officers, is available here:

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/supreme-
court-case-no-20210079-and-20210080-written-
submission.

It is for the Scottish Government to consider next steps
with the Scottish Parliament. As with any legislation the
Scottish Government seeks to bring forward, the UK
Government stands ready to engage constructively with
the Scottish Government to ensure relevant issues that
may arise are addressed at the earliest possible stage.

The UK Government remains committed to protecting
children’s rights, and the legal protection for vulnerable
children in England is frequently recognised as being
amongst the strongest in the world. The UK
Government’s commitment to the UNCRC is reflected in
legislation. The Children Act 1989 and Children Act
2004, for example, set out a range of duties to safeguard
and promote the welfare of children. Furthermore, in 2014
the Council of Europe reported that local government in
the UK in general complies with the obligations under the
European Charter of Local Self Government, and the UK
Government remains committed to fulfilling the Charter
obligations.
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Ministers: Pay
Asked by Lord Jopling

To ask Her Majesty's Government what are the
criteria they use in deciding which Government
ministers receive a ministerial salary paid for by public
funds. [HL3104]

Asked by Lord Jopling

To ask Her Majesty's Government what legislative
steps they would need to take in order to extend the
payment of a ministerial salary to all (1) Government
ministers; and (2) all Parliamentary Private Secretaries.
[HL3105]

Asked by Lord Jopling

To ask Her Majesty's Government how many
members of the Government, at each level of seniority,
can be paid a ministerial salary. [HL3106]

Asked by Lord Jopling

To ask Her Majesty's Government (1) how many
ministers are not in receipt of a ministerial salary from
public funds, and (2) in which House they sit. [HL3107]

Lord True: The Prime Minister has overall
responsibility for the organisation of the Executive. It is
for the Prime Minister alone to advise the Sovereign on
the exercise of the Royal Prerogative powers in relation to
government, such as the appointment, dismissal and
acceptance of resignation of other Ministers.

The Ministerial and other Salaries Act (1975) sets limits
on the numbers of salaries that can be paid, and for
individual offices. As per the act, there are:

« Up to 21 salaries payable to the Cabinet, excluding the
Lord Chancellor, available under Part 1 of Schedule 1
of the act

* 1 salary payable to the Lord Chancellor as per Part 2
of Schedule 1 of the act,

* Up to 29 salaries payable under Part 2 of Schedule 1
to the act (non-Cabinet) at Minister of State level,
assuming all 21 salaries in the Cabinet are used,

* 3 salaries payable under Part 3 of Schedule 1 to the act
for the Law Officers,
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* Up to 33 salaries payable to Parliamentary Secretaries
(other than the Parliamentary Secretary to the Treasury)
under Part 4 of Schedule 1 to the act, assuming all 50
Cabinet and Minister of State salaries are used,

 and 22 salaries payable to office holders other than
Parliamentary Secretaries under Part 4 of Schedule 1 to
the act.

Parliamentary Private Secretaries are not members of
the Government and, therefore, are not paid as such.

There are currently 13 Ministers who do not receive a
ministerial salary. Of these, three sit in the House of
Commons and ten sit in the House of Lords.

Shipbuilding
Asked by Lord Mountevans

To ask Her Majesty's Government when the refreshed
National Shipbuilding Strategy will be published.
[HL3121]

Baroness Goldie: The Refresh to the National
Shipbuilding Strategy will be published later this year.

Shipbuilding: Cornwall
Asked by Lord Berkeley

To ask Her Majesty's Government what support they
are providing for the development of the maritime
sector in respect of ship building or repair in Cornwall
to service offshore or transport requirements. [HL2896]

Baroness Goldie: The refreshed National Shipbuilding
Strategy, to be published later this year, will set out how
this Government will support the entire UK shipbuilding
enterprise. The scope of this strategy has been broadened
from the previous naval-focused 2017 strategy, to set the
conditions for success across the entire shipbuilding
enterprise, including repair.

Uber: VAT
Asked by Lord McColl of Dulwich

To ask Her Majesty's Government when HMRC will
start to collect VAT from Uber; and what assessment
they have made of the amount of VAT to be collected.
[HL3024]

Lord Agnew of Oulton: HM Revenue and Customs
(HMRC) does not disclose details of the tax affairs of
particular taxpayers.
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