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Written Answers

Monday, 12 April 2021

Abu Ameenah Bilal Philips
Asked by ord Pearson of Rannoch

To ask Her Majesty's Government what recer

assessment they have made, if any, of the threaf t
national security posed lije preacher Abu Ameenalh

Bilal Philips.[HL14457

Lord Greenhalgh: We do not comment on individua
cases.

The Government is committed to tackling those w
spread views that promote violence and ddhtagainst
individuals and communities in our society, and th
radicalise others into terrorism.

Accident and Emergency Departments
Asked byBaroness Finlay of Llandaff

To ask Her Majesty's Government what plans th
have to expand santay emergency cardo all
emergency departments in England; and what
timescales are for any such plai.1443§

Lord Bethel: NHS Engl and and N

planning guidance 2021/22 priorities and operational.

planning guidance published on 25 March 2021 inclug
guidance to progress the work already underttagugh
the same day emergency care (SDEC) programmes.
guidance includes that systems should:

- maximise the utilisation of direct referral from NH$

111 to other hospital services including SDEC a
specialty hot clinics and implement referral paths/a
from NHS 111 to urgent community and mental hea
services; and

- adopt a consistent,
provision, including associated acute frailty service
within all providers with a type 1 emergency departmg
to avoid unnecessary hospitalnaissions.

A copy of the planning guidance is attached.
The Answer includes the following attached material:

2021/22 planning guidance [BO4&®soperationaiplanningand
contractingguidance (1) (1).pdf]

The material can be viewed online at:
http://lwww.parliament.uk/business/publications/writtgrestions
angversstatements/writteqquestion/Lords/20203-22/HL14438

Accountancy. Tax Avoidance
Asked byt ord Sikka

To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to ti
judgment by the Court of Appeal in the case of G
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y

expanded, model of SDIE
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EWCA Civ 2075 on 5 October 2018, what action they
have taken, if any, against Ernst & Young for designing
and marketing an unlawful tax avoidance scheme.
[HL14344

Asked byt ord Sikka

To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they will
publish the penalties levied on accounting firms for
designing and marketing unlém tax avoidance

o schemegHL14347

Lord Agnew of Oulton: HM Revenue and Customs
(HMRC) cannot comment on individual cases. HMRC
will investigate allegations of wrongdoing brought to their
attention.

The Government is determined to tackle promoters and
enablers of tax avoidance schemes and in March 2020,
HMRC published their strategy for tackling promoters of
tax avoidance schemes. The strategy outlines how HMRC
will continue to take robust actions against promoters and
enablers of tax avoidance.

Finance Bill 2021 includes new measures which will
strengthen ta existing antavoidance regimes and help
HMRC act more swiftly against promoters. The
eyGovernment has also announced a further package of

measures to ensure promoters face stronger sanctions
hénore quickly; the consultation was published on 23

March.
PO A

H S Th strerp 0 trbe enablers of defeated tax
avoidanc egls atlon was mtroduced in 2017 and
eénclude provision for the publication of information,
including the name of the enabler and the total number
r Eﬂd amount of penalties incurred by the eeghf they
ave been charged 50 or more penalties or £25,000 in
penalties in any one year.
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hd Aerospace Industry: Manufacturing

Industries
Asked byord Empey

To ask Her Majesty's Government what proportion of
the financial support they provided to the aerospace
sectorduring the Covid-19 pandemic was allocated to
aerospace manufacturers in the 14317

th

SJ
nt

Lord Callanan: The Government has put in place
substantial crossconomy support measures to help the
UK ecoromy through this pandemic.

Due to the nature of these support measures, it is not
possible to set out in full the proportion provided to the
aerospace sector. However, we are able to confirm that
UK aerospace manufacturers and their aviation
customers, ovethe next 3 years, will benefit from £8
billion in export guarantees and have utilised up to £2.6
billion in Covid Corporate Financing Facility support.
The Aerospace sector will also continue to be supported
by the £150 million per annum Aerospace Tedbgp

'€ Institute research and development programme and the
F£125 million Future Flight research and development

Suez Teesside Led v Revenue And Customs [20

18brogramme.
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These figures do not include other measures such as
Job Retention Scheme which, we know, the aerosp
sector will also have benédd from.

Ahmad Dola

Asked byBaroness Janke

To ask Her Majesty's Government
representationthey have made to the government
Israel concerning the death of Ahmad Dola in a hoy

fire in Kafr Agab, East Jerusalem, on 8 March; and|in

particular, comerning the reports of Palestinian fir
engines being delayed at a checkpghit.14504

Lord Goldsmith of Richmond Park: We are aware of
the reports surrounding the death of Ahmad Dola. F
movement of essential personnel is vital to
effectiveness of care. Delays of essential services
permit delays an endanger the health and lives
everyday Palestinians. The UK will continue to raise t
issue of freedom of movement and access into and oU
the Occupied Palestinian Territories, including f
emergency services, with the Israeli authorities aresst
the impact that their restrictions on movement and acq
are doing to ordinary Palestinians who rely on thg
fundamental rights.

Ahmad Erekat

Asked byBaroness Sheehan

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessm
they have made of the findingstbie report by Forensic
Architecture The Extrajudicial Execution of Ahma
Erekat, published on 23 FebruapglL 14235

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: We are aware of the

report by Forensic Architecture: The Extrajudicial

Execution of Ahmad Erekat, published on 23 Februa
We regularly raise the issue of the higlumbers of
Palestinians killed and injured by Israel Defense Forces
the West Bank and Gaza with the Israeli authoritig
encouraging them to carry out transparent investigati
into whether use of live fire had been appropriate.

Airports and Ports: Northern Ireland
Asked by ord Empey

To ask Her Majesty's Government what funds hg
been paid to date to the Northern Ireland Executive
the creation of infrastructure at (1) ports, and
airports in Northern Ireland, as a result of th
implementation b the Protocol on Ireland/Northerr]
Ireland.[HL14629

Lord Gardiner of Kimble: A total of £16 million was
allocated to the Northern Ireland Executive in the 20/
financial year for infrastructure, IT systems and person
for the work necessary to carry out Sanitary a
Phytosanitary checks at Northern Iredad s Poi
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Alternative Education
Asked by ord Storey

To ask Her Majesty's Government how many
alternative schools are registered; and what estimate
they have made of the number of unregistered
alternative providersfHL14397

Lt Baroness Berridge: The Alternatve Provision (AP)
S esector serves approximately 26,000 pupils across 348
~Stateplace funded AP settings (pupil referral units, AP

academies and AP free schools).

As of 19 March 2021, there were 197 pupil referral
units, 102 AP academies (74 converters and 28
sponsored) and 49 open AP free schools in England.

[€8Beyond this the sector is made up of other forms of AP,
'€such as AP placements in independent schools (circa
AaNdo 500 pupils), post6 providers offering prd6 AP or

Df charities.

Te f Many of these providers aranegistered, as they do not
)r%eet the threshold to register as a school. These small
providers are commissioned by local authorities,
e mainstream and AP schools and offer a limited number of

< ours of trainingi often vocationali per week,

supplementing thecurriculum offered by the child or
young personés school It
Education and Skills Act 2008 to conduct unregistered AP
if the provision offered meets the statutory definition of a
ischool 0.

D —

ent Andrew Pollard

Asked byord Mendelsohn

To ask Her Majesty's Government whether Ministers
have reviewed the decision for Professor Andrew
Pollard to recuse himself from all meetings of the Joint

0

ry. Committee on Vaccination and Immunisation
discussingCovid-19.[HL14515
> M | ord Bethell: Ministers have not reviewed this

ES’decision. Conflicts of interest are setit in the Joint

bn . ; .
ommi ttee on Vaccination
code of practice. In order to prevent any perceived

conflict of interest it

Professor Andrew Pollard, who is involved in the
development of &ovid-19 vaccine at the University of
Oxford, would recuse himself from all JCVI meetings

Ve€related to the virus.

for

Ze) Animal Products: Imports
Asked byt ord Rogan

To ask Her Majesty's Government what steps they are
taking to compensate companies that recruited

P1 additional qualified veterinarians to administer checks
nel on meat and dairy products entering the UK from the
nd EU from 1 April who may now face redundancy
n tiofowir®y the decision to delay the introduction of these

Entry required by the Northern Ireland Protocol.

checks and health certificates; and what pthey have

and

wa s
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es. The current science is clear that vertebrates can
experience pain and suffering. It is on that basis that the
definition of "animal” in the Animal Welfare Act 2006 is

; . . limited only to vertebrates. Defra has commissioned an
PHAs to have new staff (including OVs) recruited amdindependent external review of the available scientific

\t,:,ilr?zd ;]r&rer\]%\é?n;eoc;f gritso;g%ﬁ:n%gﬂijic:m\l,ge ?g\%gg g%vidence on sentience in decapods and cephalopods. This
9 ' 9 P "review is expected to report shortly.

to ensure we meehose timelines. PHAs are continuing
to recruit OVs in order to train, familiarise and prepare
themselves for the changes frofiQctober.

to meet with representatives of the affected compan
[HL1434Q

Lord Gardiner of Kimble: Defra is working with

Apprentices: Assessments
Asked byBaroness Whitaker

Animal Products: UK Trade with EU
Asked byBaroness Mclintosh of Pickering

To ask Her Majesty's Government what plahsy

To ask Her Majesty's Government what is the
percentage of apprentices required to complete
Functional Skills Level 2 qualifications in (1) Maths,
(2) English, and (3) Information and Communication

have to negotiate a sanitary and phytosanitary trade Technologyduring the course of their apprenticeship;
agreement with the EQHL14652 and how this figure varies by ethnicitiAL14355

Lord Gardiner of Kimble: The sanitary and Baroness Berridge:We publish data which shows the

phytosanitary (SPS) chapter of the Trade and Cooperafiofumber of apprentices enrolling on funded level 2
Agreement puts in place a framework that allows the wkfunctional skills qualifications during their apprenticeship.

and the EU to take informed decisions to reduce tHeiMVe cannot determine if these qualifications are required
respective BS controls, with a commitment to avoifl in order to achieve the overall apprenticeship. We do not
unnecessary barriers. |t | ipuplishbreakgoypsif this datatby eshgigty. i nt er est s
this framework to reduce the rate of SPS checks required. Not all apprentices are required to achieve level 2

We are open to discussion with the EU on an agreemertinctional skills by the end of their apprenticeship. An
that goes further in reducing trade fréois between us,| apprentice may have already obtained tbguired level
but it cannot be on the basis of alignment with EU rules a®f English and maths for the apprenticeship either via

this would compromise UK sovereignty over our own GCSEs, functional skills qualifications, or accepted
laws equivalent qualifications, prior to starting their

apprenticeship. The current and prior qualifications
accepted as meeting the minimuEnglish and maths
requirements for apprenticeships can be found here:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/english
andmathsrequirementsn-apprenticeshigstandardsat-
level2-and-above

Animal Welfare
Asked byBaroness Hayman of Ullock

To ask Her Majesty's Government wipdns they
have to recognise animagistience in lawfHL 14637 In general, level 2 apprentices withothe required

Lord Goldsmith of Richmond Park: This level of English and maths will need to achieve level 1
Government has a manifesto commitment to introddcdunctional skills, and apprentices at level 3 and above will
new laws on animal sentience, which we will do as sqomeed to achieve level 2 functional skills. There are
as parliamentary time allows. exceptions to the regular English and maths minimum

We can be rightly proud that the UK already has wor{d requirements for mple with special educational needs,
class animal welfare standards, but the Government i{arning difficulties or disabilities. These are set out in the

committed to strengthening these further, including @PPrenticeship . funding ~  rules:
increasing  maximum sentences for animal cruelty,httPS://www.gov.uk/guidance/apprenticesfimding-
banning third party sales of puppies, and introducing gnéules ~ The  achievement  of information  and

communication technology functional skills is only a

of the world's toughest bans on ivory sales. ] ! '
requirement of some apprenticeships.

Asked byBaroness Hayman of Ullock
Apprentices: Small Businesses

Asked byt ord Taylor d Warwick

To ask HerMajesty's Government whether they plg
to provide for animal sentience in law; and if sp
whether the definition of animals in that law (1) will b
the same as that for vertebrates in Almémal Welfare
Act 2006, and (2) will include decapods and
cephalopds.[HL14639

Lord Goldsmith of Richmond Park: This
Gowvernment has a manifesto commitment to introdyce Baroness Berridge: The government recognises the
new laws on animal sentience, which we will do as sgqorenormous value that small and medisired enterprises
as parliamentary time allows. (SMESs) contribute to the UK economy. SMEs will play a

=}

D

To ask Her Majesty's Government what plans they
have to increase the number of apprentices for which
small businesses who do not pay the apprenticeship
levy can claim cash incentivgsiL14352



http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2021-03-17/HL14340
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2021-03-17/HL14340
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2021-03-25/HL14652
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2021-03-25/HL14637
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2021-03-25/HL14638
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2021-03-17/HL14355
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/english-and-maths-requirements-in-apprenticeship-standards-at-level-2-and-above
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/english-and-maths-requirements-in-apprenticeship-standards-at-level-2-and-above
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/english-and-maths-requirements-in-apprenticeship-standards-at-level-2-and-above
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/english-and-maths-requirements-in-apprenticeship-standards-at-level-2-and-above
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/apprenticeship-funding-rules
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/apprenticeship-funding-rules
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/apprenticeship-funding-rules
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2021-03-17/HL14352

Paged

key role as we look to rebuild from the effectsQuvid-
19, and to increase opportunities for young people
embark on apprenticeships.

In 202122 financial year, we are making available £2
billion to support apprenticeships in all employer
including employers that do not pay the levy who w
continue to be able to reserve funding for 95%
apprenticeship training and assessment costs. Fron
April all SMEs arranging new apprenticeship starts w
do so through the apprenticeship service, as levy pay
do now, giving them more control over the
apprenticeship choices and the ability to reserve fu
before choosing the provider that best meets their need

From 1 April, all norlevy employer reservation levels
will be reset to zero, enabling each employer who df
not pay the levy to make up to 10 new reservations
fund new starts in the 20222 financial year. As part of
the government's Plan for Jobs, we have increased
incentve payments to £3,000, meaning that employs
who do not pay the levy will be able to reserve funds g
claim incentive payments for up to 10 new apprentig
hired between 1 April and 30 September 2021.

In 202021 financial year, funds transferred fron
empoyers who pay the levy to other employers are
included when measuring the number of reservations {
smaller employers can make, so further incenti
payments could be claimed for apprentices being fung
through a transfer. From August 2021, |gyying
employers will be able to create a pledge of funds t
they would like to make available for transfer. In Augus
we will also introduce a new online service to match le
payers with SMEs that share their business priorit
allowing levy payers tesupport apprenticeships in thei

12 April 2021
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Written Answels

Armed Forces: Recruitment
Asked by ord Browne of Belmont

To ask Her Majesty's Government how many British
armed forcepersonnelvere recruited betwee
1 January 2020 and 1 March 2024114563

Baroness ldie: The requested information up until
1 December 2020 <can be
egul ar Forces I ntake and

f

éxcel spreadsheet of the quarterly Service personnel
gtatistics.

Information for the most recent quartérJanuary 2021

i 31 March 2021, will be published on 27 May 2021.
)eghe Answer includes the following attached material:

HL14563- Quarterly Service Personnel Statistics [HL14563
Copy of 1_January_2021_SRSValues_Only.xlsx]

BrSThe material can be viewed online at:
ndhttp://www.parliament.uk/business/publicatiomstten-questions
esamswerstatements/writtequestion/Lords/202D324/HLl4563

Armenia: Genocide
Asked byBaroness Cox

To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they will
formally observe Armenian Genocide Remembrance
Day on 24 April[HL14564

Lord Goldsmith of Richmond Park: The events of

5t, 19151916 were atragic episode in the history of the
vyArmenian people and they must never be forgotten. The
edJK Government of the day condemned the massacres and
r this Government fully endorses that view. The policy of

supply chains and help to meet local and regional skillshe UK Government is that any judgement on whether

needs.

Armed Forces Compensation Scheme and
War Pensions: Appeals

Asked by ord Craig of Radley

To ask Her Majesty's Government what plans th
haveto introduce diret lodgement for all appeals to th
War Pensions and Armed Forces Compensat
Chamber; and if so, (1) how, and (2) when, it will {
implemented[HL14404

Lord Wolfson of Tredegar: As part of the reform
within the War Pensions and Armed Forcs
Compensation Chamber, the Ministry of Justice w
continue to wdk closely with colleagues in the Ministry
of Defence to explore options for introducing Dire
Lodgement for all appeals. This is part of th
Governmentés Al billion
and tribunals system. Our programme will improve t
service provided to users by building a modern system
administering justice which will benefit all users.

ey

D

on
e

2S
il

ct

genodde has occurred is a matter for competent courts,
rather than for governments. Although we will not
formally be
Remembrance Day' our thoughts will
Armenian people

'Armenian  Genocide
be with the

observing the

Asylum: Housing
Asked byThe Lord Bishop of Duham

To ask Her Majesty's Government how many
members of staff working for asylum accommodation
providers have received the training specified in the
Asylum Accommodation and Support Statement of
Requirements; and whether training for staff who have
faceto-face contact with service users is stipulated in
Home Office contracts with provider$iL14577

Lord Greenhalgh: The Asylum Accommodation and

€ Support Services contracts (AASC) are published and the

Re¥urémlerfeofthe cdnfact far® EeP dutin theUStaterfieAtU It
'€of Requirements, this includes provisions arounchingi
forand the training programme for those with facdace
contact with our customers.

oun
Out
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The Provider must fully equip and train staff (includin
volunteers) to ensure they are able to fulfil their roles 3
ensure appropriate and sufficient security psimrnis are
made for all staff undertaking fate-face activities.
Those with face to face contact must cover the followin

Et hnic diversity and ¢
Sui ci eharm awaréness and prevention
Basic First Aid

Ge n d eviolenbea s e d

Fire Safety

Heal th and Safety
Vicarious Tr auma
Unconscious Bi as
Counter Terrorism
Modern Sl avery
Training relating to
requirements

As a minimum, provider staff should receive refresh
training on therequirements listed above annually (i.

refresher training completed every twelve (12) month
or more regularly if required.

The Home Office does not intend to publish data on
number of staff employed by accommodation provide
who will be expectd to undertake training. However|
provider performance and service delivery is discussed
a weekly basis. There are formal performance meeti
each month, plus strategic boards with senior provi
management, once a quarter.

The Home Office discussesegormance of the
contracts and service improvements with Log
Authorities who participate in asylum dispersal. Durhg
is the only Local Authority in the North East of Englan
who do not accommodate supported asylum seekers.
would encourage all Local thorities to play their part
and hope Durham will join their neighbours in doing so.

Asked byThe Lord Bishop of Durham

To To o Do o Do To Do Do o Do

To ask Her Majesty's Government what procedu
they have established to (1) monitor, and (2) evalua
contracts with asylum accommditen providers.
[HL14572

Lord Greenhalgh: We expect th highest standardg
from our providers, who are expected to conduct regy
checks across the accommodation estate. The H
Oof fice have access t o p
compliance.

The Asylum Accommodation and Support Servic
contracts (AASC) have a robust performance
management system, against which providers
expected to deliver. Where performance falls short of
required standard, failures are recorded and can resu
the award of points and, ultimately, service credits be
applied. Povi der sé6 perf ormance
dedicated staff in each contract area, who are in d

g This is supplemented by a formal governance process
ndvhich includes quarterly Strategic Review Management
Boards and monthly Contract Mapement Groups.

Service credits and subsequent improvement plans are
y: discussed and monitored as part of this process.

U | Contrac@rhanaBeth@nt i§ dh&rdied in line with Cadd
guidance. Service Delivery Managers speak daily with
providers about service deliyerand performance. In
response to the global pandemic, officials also have
formal meetings on a weekly basis to ensure individuals
are housed safely, services are delivered in line with their
contractual obligations and adherence to guidance from
Public Halth England (PHE) is followed.

Asylum seekers can also raise specific issues or
concerns about their accommodation through the 24/7
Advice, Issue Reporting and Eligibility (AIRE) service
n opemitedhlyy Miggtard melpa The Honee nOdficeraedgaud at o

providers receivdeedback on complaints raised through
erour regular dialogue with Migrant Help, which enables
L attention to be focussed on particular areas of concern.

S),
he Asylum: Military Bases
I's, Asked byord Hylton

i To ask Her Majesty’'s Government whether the
ON humber of residentst Napier Barracks and Penally
19s training camp has reduced since 12 March; how many
ler residents have tested positive ©ovid-19; and when
they expect to provide adequate accommodation for all

residents[HL14384

al
m Baroness Williams of Trafford: The number of

4 residents at Napier has reduced since 12 March 2021.

WeDue to the closure of Penally Training Camp, the
accommodation providers Clearsprings Ready Homes
(CRH) have moved all remaining asylum seekers as of the
21 March.

197 people accommodated at Napier tested positive for
es ; s .
recoronavirus earlier this year. Therevhadbeen no recorded
tases at Penally.
All asylum seekers who would otherwise be destitute
are provided with safe, suitable, fit for purpose and

IaPOHeCtly equipped accommodation.

bme Asked byThe Lord Bishop of Durham

ro V'Ijo dagkrl-ﬁerﬁ Maj§s¥y'§ bgvg?r?mer‘fbrﬁ]er @%@i tor
Written Answer by théinister for Immigration

FS Compliance and Justice on 11 February 2021 (150977),

what are the timescales for ending the use of (1) Napier,

Are and (2) Penally, barracks to accommodate asylum

he seekersHL14573

tin

ng Lord Greenhalgh: Napier Barracks will remain in

qpeyatiog i Accoydgneehcurgntngeds | y by
ily

contact with them.
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Asylum: Napier Barracks
Asked by ord Roberts of Llandudno

To ask Her Majesty's Government when they plan
relocate all asylum seekers who are housed at Na
Barracks[HL14396

Baroness Williams of Trafford: The current global
pandemic has presented us with significant challen
when it comes to the provision of
accommodation, including sourcing sufficient suitab
accommodation to meet demand.

The use of hotels and wider government facilities
contingency accommodation are a shertn measure.
We are working to move peopte longerterm dispersal
accommodation as soon as it becomes available.

J
asylum

Atef Yousef Hanaysha
Asked byBaroness Sheehan

To ask Her Majesty's Government wh
representations they have made to the governmen
Israel concerninghe reportedilling of Atef Yousef

hidpusiness. For example, if a customer did not have access

| 2021 Written Answels

That is why UK banks and building societies are
required to provide a prompt, effemt and fair service to
all of their customers, including the elderly, as set out in
Financi al Conduct Aut hor
to the internet, then the FCA
bank to provide paper bank statements to them instead.

For billing services, the energy regulator Ofgem
?equires energy suppliers to maintain a Priority Services
Register of customers in vulnerable circumstances, which
includes customers of pensionable age.range of
protections are available to these customers, including the

e

e

@Sprovision of account and bill information in an accessible

format.

Bereavement Leave: Costs
Asked byord Knight of Weymouth

To ask Her Majesty's Government what estimate they
have madeof the cost to employers of Parental

t Bereavement Leave since April 2028114223

of Lord Callanan: Parental Bereavement Leave and Pay
was introduced in April 2020. The Impact Assessment

Hanaysha by Israeli forces during a protest against {thgarried out by the Department (copy attached) estimated

expansion of Israeli settlements in the West Ba
[HL14537

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: We are aware of the
reports surrounding the death of Atef Yousef Hanays
Whilst we have not made representations on t
particular case, in instances where ¢hdrave been
accusations of excessive use of force, we continue to {
Israel to ensure that its investigations are transpar
swift and comprehensive. We also continue to stress
importance of the Israeli security forces providin
appropriate proteimin to the Palestinian civilian
population and urge restraint in the use of live fire.

Bank Services and Billing: Older People
Asked byord Browne of Belmont

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessm
they have made of the impadft thedigitalisation of
banking and billing services on elderly peopl
[HL1456Q

Lord Agnew of Oulton: The retail sector is evolving,
as more consumers and businesses opt for
convenience, security, and speed of digital payments
digital banking.

While these innovations have brought considera
benefits to manyonsumers, the Government recognis
that some people continue to prefer to access t

11

Kthat annual costs to employers of the policy would be
£2.6m, with anadditional £4.8m in oneff costs for
employers to familiarise themselves with the policy when

hait was introduced.
nisThe Answer includes the following attached material:

Parental Bereavement Leave and Pay IA [Parental Bereavement

rge Leave and Pay IA.pdf]

ent,

th¢he material can be viewed online at:
g http://www.parliament.ubusiness/publications/writteguiestions

answersstatements/writteigquestion/Lords/20203-15/HL14225

Biomethane
Asked byThe Earl of Dundee

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment
they have made of the use of biomethane to assist

ent hydrogen transport; what plans they have to utilise

biomethane gas from farms and cities to fuel (1) trains,
(2) trams, and (3) buses, until the cost of green
hydrogen can be reduced to a competitive level; what
estimate they have made of the impact of any such
the Plans on the level of (a) the income experienced by

hnd farmers, and (b) soil quality and nutrition; antat

assessment they have made of the use of biomethane as
an energy source for citigslL14383

hle
es Baroness Vere of Norbiton: Hydrogen is already

eipowering vehicles in use on UK roads, including buses.

banking and payments through more traditional channelsWe will set ait its important role across all forms of

Though the Government does not

make dirgcttransport, including trams and trains, in our ambitious

assessments of the impact of digitalisation of banking andransport Decarbonisation Plan, due to be published this

billing services on the elderly, it firmly believes that it i

spring. The Renewable Transport Fuel Obligation helps

vital to ensure that all customers, including the elderly,promote a market for a broad range of low carlhweels,
have suitable access to banking and bill payment servigesind renewable hydrogen and biomethane are already
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eligible for support through it for transport. We hay
made no specific assessment of the use of biomethang|
bridge to future hydrogen transport applications or on

impacts of that on farmsy soil quality or nutrition. The
BEIS-led Green Gas Support Scheme (GGSS), will op
to applicants in Autumn 2021 for four years and w|
provide tariff support for biomethane injection into th
gas grid as a potential energy source for cities.

Asked byThe Earl of Dundee

To ask Her Majesty's Government whether t
Department of Transport and DEFRA are taking a
joint steps to support UK farming communities
harness methane emissions to be used as renew
biomethane fuel for buses, trains and trane@lwith
digestates capable of enriching soils and sequeste
carbon; and if so, what are any such stgils14384

Baroness Vere of Norbiton:The Renewable Transpor
Fuel Obligation scheme was amended in 2015, to rew
biomethane used in transport and moad mobile
machinery, on the basis of its energyntent rather than
volume. As a consequence, biomethane is eligible
receive 1.9 Renewable Transport Fuel

12 April 2021

Certificates
(RTFCs) per kilogram, an increase on 1 RTFCs per

Page7

e Bounce Back Loan Scheme and Coronavirus
asa  Business Interruption Loan Scheme

he
Asked byord Myners

To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to the
Written Answer by Lord Callanan on 17 December
2020 (HL11087), what assessment they have made of
whether it would now be a good use of public resources
to publish the names dhose firms borrowing under

Coronavirus Business Interruption Loan Scheme and
:E/ Bounce Back Loan ScheniellL14453

Lord Callanan: Details of facilities made available
alleder the Coronavirus Business Interruption Loan
Scheme and the Bounce Back Loan Scheme will be
ringublished where required by the European Commissd s
Transparency Aid Module.

Asked byord Myners

To ask Her Majesty's Government when they will
disclose the names of (1) borrowers, and (2) amounts
borrowed, under (a) the Bounce Back Loan Scheme,
and (b) the Coronavirus Business Interruption Loan
Schene.[HL1459]

en
Il
e

[
ard

to

kilogram, and double that number when produced fr
wastes such as manure.

m Lord Callanan: Details of facilities madeavailable

under the Bounce Back Loan Scheme and the

The Green Gs Support Scheme (GGSS) will open o Coronavirus Business Interruption Loan Scheme will be

applicants in Autumn 2021 for four years. The GGSS

gypublished where required by

provide tariff support for biomethane injection into tHe Transparency Aid Module in due course.
gas grid, and will encourage the use of waste feedstogks,

including agricultural wastes, to produce thienbethane.

The scheme will include a payment formula, whicgh
allows biomethane producers to split payments betwgen

the GGSS and the Depart

Brain: Tumours
Asked byord Crisp
e n tTo askoHer Majesty's &proment dvbat plabsfthiey s )

Renewable Transport Fuel Obligation (RTFO), enabling have to accelerafd) the progress, and (2) the

different consignments of biomethanéo receive
payments from either the GGSS or the RTFO within

dissemination of the findings, of research into the (a)
e prevention, and (b) treatment, of brain tumours.

same quarter. To encourage good use of digestate [HL13064

produced during biomethane production, sche
participants will be required to dispose of the digest
using low emission techniques when sglie@ag on land.
Blood Tests: General Practitioners
Asked byt ord Balfe

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessm
they have made of the clinical impact of GPs directi

patients to dedicated blood test centres rather tha

carrying out such tests at Elcsurgeries during the
Covid-19 pandemigHL1365]

Lord Bethell: No formal assessment has been ma
Offering blood tests has continued throughout t
pandemic, with urgent tests being prioritised. Howevi
infection control measures have necessitated change
the model of delivery in some parts of the ty. For
some general practitioner practices, their own servi
will have been able to continue. For other practices, teg
may have joined up to create a hub offer to provide e

€ Lord Bethell: In 2018 we announced £40 milli@ver

itefive years to accelerate progress in brain tumour research.
This was highlighted within the research community with
workshops to support high quality brain tumour research
applications.

The findings of brain tumour research will be
r%isseminated viahe planned network of Tessa Jowell
hg entres of Excellence, presentations at conferences,
A Eublications in journals and through the National Institute

or Health Research and its Centre for Engagement and
Dissemination.

[0}

He.
he
er,
S 10 To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment

they have made of (1) the value of school breakfast
€S clubs, and (2) the impact of hunger on learning in the
IMS classroom; and what steps they intend to take in
tra responsgHL14179

Breakfast Clubs

Asked byt ord Watson ofinvergowrie

capacity.
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Baroness Berridge: The department knows thal global challenges. In financial year 2019/20, FCDO
provided a grant of £20,000 to the Peace and Justice

breakfast clubs can bring aide range of benefits for
children. An evaluation by the Education Endowme
Foundation found that supporting schools to run a freq
charge, universal breakfast club before school delive
an average of 2 months additional progress for pupilg
key staje 1 with moderate to low security. Breakfast cl{
schools also saw an improvement in pupil behaviour 3
attendance.

We support around 1.4 million children throug
universal infant free school meals, and a further
million through the benefit relatedrefe school meals,
providing nutritious meals for children.

During the Covid-19 outbreak, we have continued t
support children learning at home while schools we
largely closed, through the provision of vouchers or lun
parcels. Our suppliefzdenred, have reported that mo
than £90 million vouchers have been redeemed
families for use in supermarkets during the most rec
period of school closures.

The department is investing up to £38 million in t
National School Breakfast Programme.isThmoney is
kick-starting or improving breakfast clubs in up to 2,41
schools in disadvantaged areas, making them sustain
in the long run. Approximately 280,000 children al
supported by this scheme.

We are extending our support for breakfast clubd u
2023, to make sure thousands of children
disadvantaged areas have a healthy start to the day.

Cabinet Office: Research
Asked by ord Shinkwin

To ask Her Majesty's Government what is the avera
cost of literature reviews commissioned by the Cabit
Office. [HL14599

Lord True: This information is not hel centrally.

Cameroon: Vatican
Asked by ord Boateng

To ask Her Majesty's Government whether t
Ambassador of the United Kingdom to the Holy Sg
has met the Vatican Secretary of State following {
visit by Cardinal Parolin to Cameroon in Februar,
what () financial, and (2) other, support they ha
provided to faithbased groups working in conflict
resolution in that country; and if none, what plémesy
have to provide such support in futuitelL 14369

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: Her Majesty's
Ambassador to the Holy See is in regular contact with
Vatican aad met Cardinal Parolin following his visit td
Cameroon.

The FCDO is committed to conflict resolution an
finding a peaceful resolution to the crisis is th
Government's top priority in Cameroon. The U

h

1.4

0

e

e

nt
in

ne
Ee

s
e

d

K

continues to work with the Catholic Church on a ranfje

he

crisis in the Northwest Southwest regions.

Cancer: Vaccination
Asked by ord Mendelsohn

ntCommission of the Bamenda Archdiocese to fund a
oproject to document and report on serious and systemic
redhuman rights violations in Cameroon. Durinig Risit to

irCameroon, the Minister for Africa and the UK High
Ib Commissioner to Cameroon met religious leaders from a
inchumber of faiths to hear firdtand their accounts of the

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment

re and research they have undertaken in support of advice
ch or guidance for (1) the treatment of, (2) evaluating the
risk of, and (3) recommending the most effective
by vaccine for, Follicular Lymphom@-L1237Q

Nt | ord Bethell: In 2016, the National Institute fétealth

and Care Excellence (NICE) published the guideline-Non

Hodgkinés | ymphoma: di agn
guideline covers diagnosing and managing-hmagkin's

follicular lymphoma. A copy of the guideline is attached.

C

oS

Olymphoma in people aged 16 years old and over. The
abtpiideline includes specific recommetidas related to
e the management and treatment of different stages of

UK Research and Innovation is funding research on

vaccine responses in groups of immsupressed
individual as part of its suppiofor the OCTAVE study in

the National Core Studies (NCS) Immunity Programme.

The NCS

Immunity Programme was established in

October 2020 to enable the United Kingdom to use health
data and research at scale, recognising the need to respond

The Answer includes the following attached material:

NonHodgki nés | ymphoma: diagnos
[nonhodgkindymphomadiagnosisandmanagemenpdf-
183750986325.pdf]

The material can be viewed online at:

http:/www.parliament.uk/business/publications/writignestions
answersstatements/writteiguestion/Lords/20201-20/HL12370

Care Homes: Safety
Asked bytord Hunt of Kings Heath

lgé;o near term sategic, policy and operational pressures
he@nd ultimately maintain resilience agai@sivid-19.

i s an

To ask Her Majesty's Government what plans they

have to extend the remit of the Htbaare Safety
Investigative Branch to conduct overarching,

independent investigations into patient safety concerns

he in residential care homes in EnglaftdL1431§

Lord Bethell: The Healthcare Safety Investigation

Branch (HSIB) conducts independent investigations of

patient safety concerns in National Healgnfcefunded

car e
t he

safety concerns in

NHSf unded and meet s HS

e care across England. Currently, it can investigate patient

home
| BO s
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investigations. There are also plans in place to amend
NHS Healthand Car e Bi | | to ex

Asked by ord Hunt of Kings Heath

To ask Her Majesty's Government which national

body or agencyis responsible for conducting
overarching, independent investigations into patig

safety concerns in residential care homes in England.

[HL14319

Lord Bethell: The Healthcare Safety Investigation
Branch (HSIB) can investigate individual safety concefns

in care homes i f t h eHeaitla
Servicefunded and the referral meets their investigati
criteria.

The Care Quality Commission (CQC) monitor
inspects and regulate services to ensure they

fundamental standards of quality and safety, while the

local authority takes the ledd safeguarding cases. A
part of this, the CQC inspects and rates residential

12 April 2021

identify and address patient safety risks in the provisjon

of NHS services and other healthcare services in England.

;!

Paged

the
t e

Asked byBaroness Noakes

nTg atskh Ser |_II\/Igljé:s{'?/'g SGovrerﬁmnélnt,t fur{hé)r to
thedeclaration in the Order of Consent following the
judicial review proceedings brought by Fair Play for
Women against the UK Statistics Authority, what plans
they hae toreview how (1) government departments,
and (2) public sector

[HL14336
Asked byBaroness Noakes

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment
they have made of the conduct of (1) the UK Statistics
Authority, and (2) the National Statistician, in relation
i ®rthe @aerminatiordd how gueshibas dn sex an the

2021 census and the related guidance were framed.

[HL14337

. Asked byBaroness Noakes
ee
To ask Her Majesty's Government what plans they

have toissue guidance to (1) the Civil Service, and (2)
are public bodies, to ensure that consultations on policies or

homes and nursing homes, which includes assessing howpractices in relation to sex @ugender receive responses
safe care homes are and taking action to protect pepple from a broad range of respondeniti. 14339

from harm and to hold those responsible for poor carg to | orq True: In the proceedings brought by Fair Play for

account. There are cases where both agencies ma
involved. Complaints can also be investigated by

he) 021§

omen in relation to the sex question guidance in Census
n England and Wales

Health and Safety Executive, Health Service Ombudsmapamed the Minister for the Cabinet Office as an interested

or Local Government Ombudsman.

Carers: Living Wage
Asked byBaroness Browning

To ask HerMajesty's Government what assessme

they have made of the impact of National Living Wage
costs on care providers in the charitable sector

[HL14377

party. The Cahiet Office considered this appropriate as
the department responsible for the census legislation.

The legal costs have not yet been fully determined for
the above proceedings.

The Order made by the court, in the case referenced
above specifically related tthe census legislation. The
court mad e a distinction
recognised by law and the gender with which a person
selfidentifies. HM Government will note this more

nt

Lord Bethell: The Department does not make separatebroadly, and reflect on whether further guidance for

assessments of the cost of the National Living Wage

respect of foiprofit, local authorityrun and noffor-profit

providers, or at the level of individual providers.
Census: Gender

Asked byBaroness Noakes

irgovernment departmis and public bodies is required.

HM Government also recognises the importance of
accurate data collection.

HM Government has monitored progress of Census
2021 through regular engagement with the Cabinet
Office, the Infrastructure and Projects AuthoritydaHM
Treasury. The Government is confident that Census 2021

To ask Her Majesty's Government what costs wereyj|| e successful and provide a wealth of data reflecting

incurred by (1) the UK Statistics Authority, and (2) th
Cabinet Office, in the judicial review proceeding

against the UK Statistics Authority brought by Fair Play

for Women in relation to the 2021 cengii. 14334
Asked byBaroness Noakes

To ask Her Majesty's Government why the Minist
for the Cabinet Officavas listedas an interested party
in the judicial review proceedings brought by Fair PI
for Women agaist the UK Statistics Authority in
relation to the 2021 censyblL14335

€ the society we live in today.
s

Chemicals: EU Law
Asked by ord Hannan of Kingsclere

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment
they hav e made of the <cost
REACH Regulatior(1907/2006); and what assessment
they made, if any, of that cost compared to the-risk
based regime that predated REAQHL 14636

er

Ly

bodi e

b et

of
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Lord Goldsmith of Richmond Park: In 2006, Defra | children's home, they must register as one: it is an offence
produced a Partial Impact Assessment ahead of |thaotto do so.
implementation of EU REACH [please see attached]{ It \where a child is remanded to local authority

forecasts the cost to UK industry of implementing BU accommodation, they become a looked after child and the
REACH to be £404m. The costs associated Wjthgesignated local authority are responsible for identifying a

supporting HSE in its role as the UK competent autholiitysjitable placement. As long as they remain looked after,

under EU REACH since it came into force arereated | these children and young people are entitethe same

at around £15m. A comparative assessment of these ¢ost§re planning and review processes as any other looked
and the regime that predated EU REACH, is rotafter children, including ensuring that they are placed in a

available. setting which meets their needs and keeps them safe.

In 2018, the European Commission published @an In discharging these duties and making these decisions
evaluation of EU REACH. It found that costs to industfy for children on rerand, local authorities must also
for the firsttwor e gi st rati on deadl|iconsider aBymestdoidnsthat the @ourfl s idiposed, such
2.6 billion. Dossier evaluation costs were estimated| aks a curfew or electronic monitoring, and ensure that any

G200 million. Restricti olnplacement 9s able rte effecsiviely nnedrperdte éése U 1 7
million per year. restrictions. For many young people, particularly those
The Answer includes the following attached material: with more stringent restrictions set by the court,
placements in independent and sémiliependent
HL14636 Attachment [HL14636 Attament.pdf] provision will not be a suitable option. Local authorities

i . ) should place young people in settings that best meet their
The material can be viewed online at: . . . s
http:/www.parliament.uk/business/publications/writignestions needs while being abl_e to faCI!ltateyarestnctmns the .
answersstatements/writtequestion/Lords/20203-25/HL14636 court has ordered. This could include a placement with
foster carers or in a childre

hild . Children who are remanded to youth detention
Children in Care accommodation, can be placed in either a Youth
Asked byt ord Russell of Liverpool Offenders Institution, a Secure Training Centre ar

) Secure Childrenés Home.
To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment

they have made of Practice guidangdacements in
unregistered childrenods
unregistered care home services in Wales, published on Asked by ord Watson of Invergowrie
12 November 2019; and, in the light of that guidancge,
whether it is permissible for a child on remand to be (1)
placed, and (2) detained, in nnegulated
accommodatiorfHL14659

Cﬂlléjrn(naré cg Socllarl1 CareEIQ%ep%nrq%nt ReOV|reW

To ask Her Majesty's Government whether the scope
of t he Il ndependent review o
includes consideration of possible changes to the
service and protection rights of children and families
Baroness Berridge:The practice guidance: Placements provided under the Children Act 198B1L.14302

I n unregistered chil drené@arone@soégr?idge'Tih% rEenvgileaV\?c“)ds ?{er ms
unregistered care home services in Wales was develgped ge.

and issued by the President of the Family Division of Set out the questions and themes the review will consider.

courts, with input from Ofsted and the Department he Review themes and questions can be found here:

Education. This guidance sets out steps that must |b ttps://assets.publishing.service.gov.qk/government/uploa
followed in circumstances where courts use their inheren s/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/952624/terms_of_

jurisdiction to authorise a residential placement wh rereferen<_;e_|ndependent_ch|Idrens_soual_care_rewew.pdf
They include:

restrictions are placed on the liberty of a child.

The guidance makes cleaea|r ltSWRPEtwWhatseppod is needed foimeey hesneeds of
needs are such that the setting in which they are place¢hildren who are referred to or involved with social care,
should be registered as |dn OMeritq iMprave BUCOMASoaRE Makesd ¥eE@s mu s
immediately be taken by those operating the unit to ap Naositive difference to individuals and to society?
for registration, so that the placement will become 2. Strengthening families: what can be done so that
regulated as soon as possitiée guidance also requires children are supported to stay safely and thrive with their
the court to monitor the progress of the application jorfamilies, to ensure the exceptional powers that are granted
registration and, if registration is not achieved, to revigwto the state to support and intervene in families are
its continued approval o| f consigtently askd leshénsibly,pHalanciegmtien ieed wd e r ¢
necessary. protect children with the ght to family life, avoiding the

The government is clear that local authostibave | Nheed to enter care?
statutory duties to meet the needs of the children whom 3. Safety: what can be done so that children who need
they look after, and to ensure that there is sufficigntto be in care get there quickly, and to ensure those
accommodation. Where settings meet the definition of ahildren feel safe and are not at risk of significant harm?

=3
=
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4. Care: what is needed for childremhave a positive
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Foreign Secretary delivered a ministerial statement at the

experience of care that prioritises stability, providing anHuman Rights Council where he expressed our deep

alternative longterm family for children who need it an
support for others to return home safely?

concerns about the situation in Tibet, Xinjiang and Hong
Kong. We continue to urge the Chinese authorities to

review and raise stalards across England, such as|aOf arrest, harassment or reprisal, and to end extensive

and partnerships, and what is needed so that this chan§é €xpression. In Hong Kong, rights and freedoms,

can be delivered?

6. Sustainability: what is the most sustainable and cq
effective way of delivering sereés, including higtcost
services, who is best placed to deliver them, and h
could this be improved so that they are fit for the future

7. Accountability: what accountability arrangements 3
necessary to ensure that the state can act approprig
balancing the need to protect and promote the welfarg
children with the importance of parental responsibilif
and what is needed to ensure proper oversight of h

Ultimately, the review has a brdaremit. Josh
MacAllister, the reviewer, is independent and it will 1
for him to look at the evidence presented to him &
decide where change is needed.

Children& Social Care Independent Review:
Public Appointments

Asked byord Watson ofinvergowrie

To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to tf
Written Answer byBaroness Berridge on 16 Marc

S

ow

P

including the right to freedom of speech, are expressly
tguaranted in the Joint Declaration, and must be upheld.

China: Sanctions
Asked byt ord Alton of Liverpool

{gl To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment
OfyThey have made of the decision by the government of

y

ow

local areas discharge those responsibilities consistently?

e

the United States of America to impose sanctions on
officials of the governments of China and Hong Kong
whose actions they deem to have "reduced Hong
Kongbés high degree of aut
have to impose similar sanctions on these officials.
[HL14308

>
o

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: The UK is deeply
concerned about the situation in Hong Kong and the
erosion of rights and freedoms and the high degree of
autonomy enshrined in the SkBritish Joint Declaration.
The UK has already taken a number of actions in response
to developments in Hong Kong. These include
introducing a new bespoke immigration pdtn British

ne Nationals (Overseas) (BNOs), suspending our extradition

1

treaty with Hong Kong indefinitely, and extending our

(HL13849), for what reasons they redacted the sectiorarms embargo on mainland China to Hong Kong.

entitled O0Terms of Ref e
the contract of the chair of the indepent review of
the childrenodogHLIID4E4 i al c al

Baroness Berridge: It is usual practice, in line with
The Cabinet Manual, to redact contracts whe
information is included relating to Cabinet agreement.

The Cabinet Manual can be found
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/cabinet
manual

China: Human Rights
Asked byt ord Alton of Liverpool

To ask Her Majesty's Government
representations @y plan to make at the UN Huma
Rights Council regarding allegetblations of Article
19 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights by t
government of China, in connection with restrictions
(1) BBC broadcasts, (2) media freedom, and
freedom ofspeech, in (a) China, and (b) Hong Kon
[HL1455Q

Lord Goldsmith of Richmond Park: The UK
continues to take a leading international role in holdi
China to account for its human rights violations, includif
by leading the first statement at the UN Human Rig

r

a)

here:

what

h

ne
DN
3)
.

ng

e Qve @ill CoRtiflue Ybac¥nBiderP desighafohsKundedtle | N
Global Human Rights Sanctions Regidas. It is not

I sppropriate fo Spleculate who may be designated under the
sanctions regime in the future. We will continue to stand

eup for the people of Hong Kong as befits our historic
commitment to them, to call out the violation of their

. rights and freedms.

We will also continue to engage and coordinate our
actions with our international partners to hold China to
their international obligations freely assumed under
international law.

Climate Change
Asked by ord Bourne of Aberystwyth

To ask Her Majesty'§Sovernment what plans they
have to ensure that measures (1) to mitigate the impact
of climate change, and (2) to promote COP26, are taken
account of in their levelling up agendeL146264

Lord Callanan: Many of the actions we need to take to
mitigate the impact of climate change and reach net zero
emissionswill support both our recovery fror@ovid-19
and the future growth of our economy, including levelling

ng Up our regions.

s My

Council on Xinjiang and Hong Kong. On 22 Febryahe

Rt hon Friend the Pri
for a Green Industrial Revolution will mobilise £12

me

ono
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billion government investment miss the UK to
accelerate the net zero transition, support up to 250,
green jobs and reinvigorate our industrial heartlan
helping to level up the country.

As part of the Ten Point plan, we will for exampl¢

invest £1 billion to support the establisamt of CCUS in
at least four industrial clusters. Developed alongs
Hydrogen, we can create
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Asked by ord Dodds & Duncairn

To ask Her Majesty's Government what monitoring
arrangements are in place to ensure that the law relating
to entry to, and departure from, the UK of AdK
» citizens is enforced in the Common Travel Area.
” [HL14379

e

1 r Bafogesso Williams jof, draffgrds yAs epartp of athee s 6

DOO
s,

D

areas such as central and neetistern Scotland, soutfh Common Travel Area (CTA) arrangementse tUK does

Wales, the Humber, Teesside and Merseyside.
Over the coming months, ahead COP26, we will

bring forward further bold proposals, including a Net

Zero Strategy, to cut emissions and create new jobs
industries across the whole counirygoing further and

faster towards building a stronger, more resilient futyre

and protectingour planet for this generation and those
come.

Climate Change: Population
Asked by ord Brooke of Alverthorpe

To ask Her Majesty's Government, following th
report by Professor Sir Partha Dasgufit@ Economics
of Biodiversity: The Dasgupta Review, fdighed on 2
February, what steps theyll take in response to the
contribution of global population growth to climat
change[HL14252

Lord Goldsmith of Richmond Park: The independent
Dasgupta Review explores a range of actions it argues
needed to protect the environment and our prosperity.

Governmeh will examine the Review's findings closely,

call on international partners to do the same, and \
respond formally in due course. The review focuses
biodiversity, rather than climate change and carh
emissions.

It is growth in levels of consumptiordriven by
unsustainable development that influences carl

not operate routine immigration controls on journeys from
within the CTA, with no immigration checks whatsoever
| . on the Northern Irelantteland land border. However,
veryone entering the UK, regardless of where they enter
rom, is required to met UK immigration framework.
The UK does conduct intelligended controls on CTA
routes, including away from the land border in Northern
Ireland. This is to detect those who intend to abuse CTA
arrangements.  Anyone identified attempting to
circumvent UKborder controls is liable to be removed, if
they are not lawfully present within the UK.

We also work closely with Ireland to secure the external
CTA border, including data sharing and operational co
operation.

-

an,

=
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Companies: Insolvency
Asked by ord Lennie

11%

To ask Her Majesty's Government what is their
areestimate of the numberf registered company
The insolvencies in England since March 2020, by the
parliamentary constituency in which the company
vill registered office was basgHL14417

ON | ord Callanan: The Insolvency Service publishes

O"'National Statistics on insolvency castr England and
Wales combined. It is not possible to identify accurately
companies that traded within specific parliamentary

orconstituencies before entering insolvency. The data used

emissions, and increases climate change, rather th&or insolvency statistics is compiled from information at

population growth itself.

The UK supports many low income countries to pl
for population growth and harness a demograp
dividend, including through UK aid investments in

Companies Hose. The registered office address for a
hncompany may not be representative of its trading location,
hicand often it is changed upon insolvency to the address of
the appointed Insolvency Practitioner dealing with the

voluntary family planning and 12 years of qualiy case. This means that some cases may betembuas
education. Effective investments in health and educatjo®€ing in the constituency of the insolvency practitioner

can also build the adaptive capacity of communities
respond to climate change.

Common Travel Area: Undocumented
Migrants

Asked byt ord Dodds of Duncairn

To ask Her Majesty's Government what measu
they have taken to ensure that people who are
permittedto enter the UKare prevented entry whern
they seek to enter througte Common Travel Area via

tgather than the constituency of the registered office of the
company before it went into insolvency.

Subject to these caveats, the table provided as Annex A
sets out the data on all registersaimpany insolvencies
from March 2020 to January 2021 (inclusive).

The Answer includes the following attached material:

HL14411- Annex A [HL14411 ANNEX A- Registered Company

[€S  Insolvencies since March 2020.docx]

not
The material can be viewed online at:
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/writtgrestons
answersstatements/writteiguestion/Lords/20203-19/HL14411

theRepublic of IrelandiHL14377


http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2021-03-16/HL14252
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2021-03-18/HL14377
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2021-03-18/HL14378
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2021-03-18/HL14378
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2021-03-19/HL14411
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2021-03-19/HL14411
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2021-03-19/HL14411
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2021-03-19/HL14411

Written Answers

Company Accounts
Asked by ord Sikka

To ask Her Majesty's Government which (1) sections
of the Companies Act 2006, or (2) regulations made

under that Act, outline (a) the accounting treatmant
(b) the disclosure requirements, for finance secu
through reverse factoring-L14423

Lord Callanan: The Companies Act 2006 does n(g
include specific requirements for finance secured throd
reverse factoring. However, section 393 places
requirement on directors that the accounts must provid
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broad range of support measures which already exist for
this vital aspect of our

Coronavirus Business Interruption Loan
Scheme

Asked byord Myners

To ask Her Mjesty's Government, further to the

t Written Answer byLord Callanan on 17 December
gh 2020 (HL 11087), whether they continue to believe that
it would not be the best use of public resources to

e g bublish the names of firms borrowing under

ed

true and fair view of the assets, liabilities, financial theCoronavirus Busines Interruption Loan Scheme.

position and profit or loss of a company or group. Th
places a responsibility to provide such information as
necessary to ensure that requirement is met, inclug
where reverse factoring is usech isupply chain
arrangements.

The correct accounting treatment for reverse factor
is dependent on the terms and conditions of the factof
arrangement in place. The International Financ

i [HL14228

IS Lord Callanan: Details of facilities made available
IN@nder the Coronavirus Business Interruption Loan
Scheme will be published where required by the European

Commi ssionds Transparency
inngg Asked byord Myners

al  To ask Her Majesty's Government which government

Reporting Standards (IFRS) Interpretations Commitiee departmat was responsible for approving Greensill

and the Fiancial Reporting Council (FRC) have bot

Capital as a lender under tGeronavirus Business

issued guidance addressing the accounting standardsinterruption Loan Scheme; and whether in making this
requirements for reverse factoring, including guidance |on decision they took advice from any other government

additional disclosures. Copies of the guidance

attached below. The International Accounting Standafds

Board is also considering whether to add a project
reverse factoring to its agenda, as part of th
responsibility for issuing International
Reporting Standards.

The Answer includes the following attached material:

Disclosures on the sourcasd uses of cash [Discloswes-the-
sourcesandusesof-cashFinal.pdf]

Supply Chain Financing Arrangemedt&everse Factor [supply
chainfinancingarrangementseversefactoringdecember
2020.pdf]

The material can be viewed online at:
http://lwww.parliament.uk/business/publications/writtgrestions
answersstatements/writtesguestion/Lords/20203-19/HL14423

Convention for the Safeguarding of the
Intangible Cultural Heritage

Asked byThe Earl of Clancarty

To ask Her Majesty's Government what steps they
taking to ratifythe UNESCO Convention for the
Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural
[HL14565

the
of

Baroness Barran: The Government values
profound contribution

heritage. We are exploring the merits of ratifying th
UNESCO Convention for theSafeguarding of the

©
=

Financial

Heritagp

re department or regulatory agengylL 14227

on Lord Callanan: The British Business Bank is
. responsible for accredityj lenders to the Coronavirus
Business Interruption Loan Scheme (CBILS).

Greensill Capital (UK) Limited were approved by the
British Business Bank for CBILS and the Coronavirus
Large Business Interruption Loan Scheme last year in
accordance with its publiged guidance on accreditation.

Asked by ord Myners

To ask Her Majesty's Government which government
agency was responsible for monitoring the activities of
Greensill Capital under the Coronavirus Business
Interruption Loan Scheme; and whether in their
moritoring duties they involved or sought advice from
any other government department or regulatory agency.
[HL14228

Lord Callanan: All accredited lenders across the three
Covid-19 loan schemes (the Bounce Back Loan Scheme,
the Coronavirus Business Interruption Loan Scheme, and
the Coronavirus Large Business dmrruption Loan

ar?cheme) are subject to audit by the British Business Bank

0 ensure their compliance with scheme rules. The British
Business Bank has appointed KPMG and RSM to
“undertake annual audits of each accredited lender under

the schemes.

The audit pogramme has been established to provide

Al

nat.i

d

adbifrandd K8 %o whétrrf the pM@dipktify I€nders@aket | S

and artists to the preservation of our unique intangi)"’administering the schemes in line with guarantee

€ agreements entered into with lenders, as well as other
agreed rules and procedures of the schemes. An audit

Intangible Cultural Heritage, as a potential addition to ‘Perevie/v panel within the British Business Bankhas been
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established as the governing body that provides direction Lord Bethell: Around 2500 consultants from

and subsequent actions based on findings from the auditapproximately 72 different consultancies have been hired
The panel s responsi bil it byae Departmentufa any perod fromviiMarch 2020tb dr
audit reports to determinemediation actions required by the present day to undertake work on the planning and
lenders. The panel also monitors auditor performance anthen rollout of the NHS @st and Trace programme. The

agrees the strategy for the following year with respect tdigures have changed week on week since the programme
operational audits. began. Information how these figures are apportioned
between the planning and rollout phases is not held in an

. appropriate format and could only be obtained at
Coronavirus: Care Homes disproportiorate cost.

Asked by ord Willis of Knaresborough In fingncial year 221, £450 million is budgeted for
) . . Professional Services, which includes management
To ask Her Majesty's Goverrent when they first| consultants. This was revised on 28 Feb 2021 from £438
started testing all care home staff fQovid-19 in | milion. We do not have an audited figure which
England[HL13544 differentiates between what was spenttm planning and
Asked by ord Willis of Knaresborough the rollout stages of the Test and Trace Programme.

) | Audited annual accounts will be published later this year
To ask Her Majesty’'s Government when they filstfor the Test and Trace Programme.

started testing all care home residents Gowid-19 in
England{HL 13545 Eve_ry consultancy cqntract_ aw_arded by_ t_h_e Dep:_:xrtment
contains a set of service objectives audivities which

Lord Bethell: The Department began piloting testing ¢f the suppliers will deliver. These are set out in the
care homes on 1 May 2020 and launched the care hpniedividual contracts which are published. The service
portalto allow care home managers to order tests for|albbjectives are linked to the overall programme plan and
staff and residents on 11 May. The whole care homéusiness objectives for the Test and Trace initiative. Each
portal was expanded to all adult care homes, includjngontract has aifferent timeframe for the delivery and
care homes for adults with learning disabilities or mentalcompletion of its objectives; progress and performance is
health issues, for all care home resideand care home monitored by regular meetings and engagement with the

staff, regardless of symptoms, on 7 June. supplier.
Regular retesting for residents and staff of care homes £450 million of the £22 billion funding for Test and
for over 65 year olds and dementia commenced from & r a c e, i s all ocatdedcedsdd® VWhiro

July. This included weekly testing for staff and every 28includes management consultants. Audited annual
days for residents. All remaimg adult care homes werg¢ accounts will be published later this year for the Test and
able to apply for retesting from 31 August. Trace Programme.

Coronavirus: Contact Tracing Coronavirus: Disease Control

Asked byord Scriven

To ask Her Majesty's Government what consultants

they have used in the (1) planning, and (2) rollout, jof England Transmission GrolgHE: Factors contributing
the Covid-19 test and trace sigsn.[HL14104 to risk of SARSCoV?2 transmission in various settings,

Asked by ord Scriven published on 26 November 2020, and in particular the
finding that strengthened income relief could e
adherence to isolation guidelingdL12059

Asked byBaroness Lister of Burtersett

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment
they have made of the paper by the Public Health

To ask Her Majesty's Government what is the tofal
amount they have spent to date on consultants in thg (1)
planning, and (2) rollout, of th€ovid-19 test and trace Lord Bethell: The Government has assessed the need
system[{HL14107 for financi al support noted i

. paper and has implemented the Test and Trace Support
Asked by ord Scriven Payment scheme to provide targeted support to

To ask Her Majesty's Government what targets theyindividuals on low incomes who will lose income as a
set for each consultancy appointed to work on theresult of having to selisolate. The Government has
Covid-19 test and trace system; and when each of theserovided £70 million to local authorities to meet the costs
targets was mefiiL1410§ of payments under the scheme, with a further £39 million

) being released at the end of February.
Asked by ord Scriven )
The Test and Trace Support Payment Scheme will

To ask Her Majesty's Government how much theyc ont i nue i nto the summer and
have spent to date on theovid-19 test and trace| parents who are unable to work because they are caring
system; andof the total amount, how much has beg¢nfor a child who is selfsolating. The Government keeps
spent on consultancy fe¢siL 14109 all elements of itsCovid-19 response under review,
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including the Test and Trace Supp&ayment scheme|
We will continue to work closely with the 314 unitary an
district authorities in England to monitor the effectivene
of the scheme.

Coronavirus: Employment
Asked by ord Jones of Cheltenham

To ask Her Majesty's Government whether empley
can insist that employees haveCavid-19 vaccine;
what actions an employer can take in respect of
employees who refuse to haveCavid-19 vaccine, and
(2) employees who refuse to work with employees wj
have refused the vaccine other than on medi
grounds; and, in such circumstances, what
employers' health and safety obligations to th
employees (a) individually,
[HL12227

Lord Bethell: The United Kingdom operates a syste
of informed consent for vaccinations. Employers 4
bound by a range of legal obligations to their fst3
including under employment, equalities, data protecti
and health and safety law and they will need to ens

that any vaccination policy is consistent with those legal

duties.

Coronavirus: Ethnic Groups
Asked byBaroness Ritchie of Downpatrick

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessmg
they have made of the effectiveness of the measureg
in place to address th€ovid-19 pandemic, and (2)
aimed at minimising the impact d@ovid-19 among
BAME communities[HL14467

Lord Bethell: Throughout the pandemic thg

12 April 2021

and (b) collectively.
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the Government to monitoring the firact of the scheme.

d The report found that the direct impacts @bvid-19
ssimproved for ethnic minorities as a whole during the early
second wave. A copy of theecond quarterly report on

progress to addressCovid19 health inequalitiesis
attached. The Govement remains committed to
addressing ethnic disparities and tackling deprivation will
be a particular focus of work in the third quarter.

P Coronavirus: Exercise

(1) Asked byBaroness Scott of Needham Market

ho To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they
Ll recommad graded exercise therapy for patients with
e postCovid-19 symptomgHL14293

Lord Bethell: On 18 December 2021 the National
Institute for Health and Care Excellence, the Royal
College of General Practitioners and the Scottish
Intercollegiate Guidelines Network published a guideline
reOn the management of thenlg term effects o€ovid-19.
£ A copy of Covid-19 rapid guideline: managing the long
onterm effects ofCovid-19 is attached. In developing the
T uideline, an expert panel undertook an evidence review

into selfpacing and graded forms of exercise.

The panel cosidered the careful seffacing of exercise
to be an important element of seffanagement. However,
they concluded that in the absence of evidence relating to
people with ongoing symptoms fro@ovid-19, it could
not make specific recommendations. A copyCaivid-19
rapid guideline: managing the lorgrm effects o€Covid
PNt 9 (NG188). Evidence review 5: interventiaasttached
(Bovid-19 is a new disease and therefore it is not yet clear
what the physical, psychological and rehabilitation needs
will be for those experiencing long term effects of the
virus.
h The Answer includes the following attached material:

Bir

3

Government has sought robust scientific evidence
advice to guide decisions regarding the measures tak
address th€ovid-19 pandemic. The Scientific Adviso
Group for Emergencies and its sgioups has undertake
significant wider analysis and evaluation includi
consideration of economic impacts, the level

compliance with measures, amount of enforcem
needed and impacts felt by local

while bdancing the need to protect the economy.

The Minister for Equalities (Kemi Badenoch MP) i
leading crossSovernment work to tackle disparitie
experienced by ethnic minority groups The seco
quarterly report, published on 26 February 2021, set
work canducted since the first quarterly report, includi
reviewing the effectiveness of current actions bei
undertaken by the Government to lessen disparitie
infection and death rates. The report reflects t
considerable efforts are underway to addraksse
disparities, including through the Community Champio
scheme led by the Ministry for Housing, Communiti
and Local Government, which has provided £23.
million in funding to local authorities. The report commi

authorities. The
measures taken have been effective at slowing the vjrus

and

Covid-19 Rapid Guideline [Initial ReplyPQ HL14293

nto Attachementl.pdf]

Covid-19 Rapid Guideline [Initial ReplyPQ HL14293

g Attachement2.pdf]

nirhe material can be viewed online at:
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/writigrestions
answersstatements/writteiquestion/Lords/20203-16/HL14293

Coronavirus: Mental Health Services

Asked byBaroness Scott of Needham Market
d
ut

g
g
in

at

To ask Her Majesty's Government whether patients
presenting with 'longCovid symptoms following (1)
diagnosed, or (2) undiagnosedCovid-19, are
recommended to participate in the Improving Access to
Psychological Therapies programme for medically
unexplained symptompg-L14292

s Lord Bethell: Integrating working between mental
s health and physical health sendcas an important

5principle of the treatment and rehabilitation of people
swi t h €&dvid19g Dhe National Health Service is
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supporting the establishment of assessment clinics
England for patients with lonGovid-19 symptoms who
were diagnosed with ¢hvirus or who were undiagnose
but suspected of having h&bvid-19. This will include
specialist physical, cognitive or psychological assessmd

Following assessment, people with persistent mer
health problems that involve depression, anxiety or-pd

traumatic stress disorder should be considered for

referral to an Improving Access to Psychologic
Therapies (IAPT) service. Where appropriate, people

be referred to IAPT for long term conditions and

medically unexplained symptoms service whereyth
exist.

Coronavirus: Nottinghamshire
Asked byord Mann

To ask Her Majesty's Government how many peoj
have been tested f@ovid-19 in Nottinghamshire since
the announcement of mass testing in November 20
[HL1175§

Lord Bethell: The total humber of people tested fq

Covid-19 in Nottinghamshire between 29 October 202

and 27 January 2021 is 329,057.

Coronavirus: Prisoners
Asked byord German

To ask Her Majesty's Government how maf
prisoners aged 80 years old and aeseived the
Covid-19 vaccinatiorby, and includingl5 Januar.
[HL1220§

Lord Bethell: The information is not currely held
centrally in the format requested.

Coronavirus: Screening
Asked byearl Attlee

To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to ti
Written Answers by Lord Bethell on 10 Decembg
(HL10847 and HL10848), why the information soug
is not held in the fanat requested; whether, and if s
(1) how, and (2) where, that information is hel
whether they collect any data on the operational fa
positive rate for polymerase chain reactiGovid-19
tests; if so, which data; what plans they have to publ
those data; and what quality assurance checks th
undertake on their answers to parliamentary questid
[HL11387

Lord Bethell: Information regarding the assessment
false negatives is not held in the format requested du
the challenges in estimating clinical sensitivity. We do 1
collect data on the operanal false positive rate.

All Written Questions receive several stages of qual
assurance to ensure that responses are accurate
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ity a senior civil servant with the appropriate knowledge
to catify the accuracy.

. Asked byt ord Lancaster of Kimbolton

ent. To ask Her Majesty's Government what estimate they

tal have made of the false positive rate from rapid lateral

st flow test carried out on asymptomatic school children.
a [HL13817

Lord Bethell: Public Health England and Oxford
Falniversity have estimated the falpesitive rate among
asymptomatic school children is fewer than one in every
€ 1,000 lateral flow tests.

2l

Coronavirus: Travel
Asked by ord Balfe

To ask Her Majesty’'s Government, further to the
ble Written Answer by Baroness Vere of Norbiton on 8
February(HL12760),what plans they have to change
20. the format of NHS Test and Trace to allow it to
Aprovide a result notifi
acceptable to meet the new jmeparture testing
requi r ¢Hin836F s 0 .

Lord Bethell: There are no plans to do so. NHS Test
and Trace testing is for those withnggtoms ofCovid-19
or who are clinically advised to take a test and are not to
be used for international travel.

Asked by ord Balfe

To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to the
Written Answer by Baroness Vere of Norbiton on 8
February (HL12760), whethethere are any (1)
financial, or (2) other, arrangements for private
providers to be admitted tbeirlist of Covid-19 test
providers; how companies are admitted to that list; and
what ongoing inspection takes place to ensure that they
meet appropriateandards[HL133564

Lord Bethell: There are no finandiaor other
arrangements for private providers to be added the list of

=

0

neproviders. Any provider may submit a selclaration
er stating that their full endb-end process meets the
ht minimum standards set out in legislation. Following the
D, review of these selfleclarations by the United Kingdom
l; Accreditation Service (UKAS), the provider may be

sadded to the list of private testing providers, subject to
their meeting the minimum standards. This is the first
ststage of a threstage assessment process in order tanattai
eyull UKAS accreditation.

ns.

Coronavirus: Vaccination
Asked byBaroness Manzoor

To ask Her Majesty's Government how long the
immunity resulting from th€ovid-19 vaccines last®r

ty in different (1) age, and (2) ethnic, group$.1136Q

AllLord Bethell: It is currently too early to say how long

answers are drafted by subject matter experts and asq

urtite immunity resultig from Covid-19 vaccines will last.

cati
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More data will be published as the programme progreg

through to second doses.
Asked by ord Myners

To ask Her Majesty's Government what plans th
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sekingdom Government has actively engaged with each
manufacturer  regarding  manufacturing  capacity,
procurement and delivery to ensure enough stock is
available, providing additional support where required.
eyThe UK has a sufficient number of glass vials available,

have to publish a daily report of the number of peopledue to orders already placed with manufacturers.

who have receed aCovid-19 vaccination in each 24

hour period[HL11766

Lord Bethell: The Government publishes dailatd on
the number of people who have received a vaccinati

first and second dose, on the National Health Serv

online Covid-19 vaccinations dashboard.
Asked byt ord CampbeliSavours

Asked byBaroness Gardner of Parkes

To ask Her Majesty's Government what level of
on protection one dose of the Pfizer/BioNTeCovid-19
ice; vaccine provides again€iovid-19; and what plans they

have to publish thevidence base that informs their data
on the effectiveness of one such dgi&.1205Q

Lord Bethell: Since the beginning of the vaccination

To ask Her Majesty's Government what is theprogramme, Public Health England (PHE) has been

optimum gap between therdt and second dose of (1
the Oxford/AstraZeneca, and (2) the Pfizer/BioNTeq
Covid-19 vaccine for securing the longest period
protection againsCovid-19.[HL11805

Lord Bethell: The Medicines and Healthcare produc
Regul atory Agencyéobs ( MH
Healthcare Professionals regarding the d¥fizaccine
states that a second dose of it should be given at leag
days after the first dose. For the AstraZeneca vaccine,
Information for Healthcare Professionals states that
second dose should be given between four and 12 we
after the fir¢ dose. This advice is based on clinical tri

data and other information submitted to MHRA by the

manufacturer.

Based on trial data showing the effectiveness of b
vaccines, the Joint Committee on Vaccination a
Immunisation (JCVI) advised that bothozines should
be given up to 12 weeks apart. The JCVI also advised
priority should be given to having a greater number
people given a first dose, which would have a greq
public health impact than prioritising second doses.

Asked byord Bourne d Aberystwyth

To ask Her Majesty's Government what plans th
have to deliver a 24 hour a d&ovid-19 vaccination
programme[HL11863

Lord Bethell: University Hospitals Birmingham NHS
Foundation Trust and Nottinghamshire's Sherwood Fot
Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust have been piloting
hours a day vacgiat i on services s
England will continue to test extended opening hou
including 24 hours a day provision and findings will 4
kept under review.

Asked byt ord CampbeliSavours

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessm
they havemade of (1) the quantity of glass vials th
will be needed to distribut€ovid-19 vaccines, (2) the

capacity to manufacture these vials, and (3) an

procurement or delivery issues that may arigse
[HL11867
Lord Bethell: The procurement of vials is thg

monitoring the effectiveness of the vaccines in the real
hwor | d. PHEOG&Gs first anCalidysi s
pof 19 vacchation in England, using routine testing and
vaccination data, was published on 1 March. The data
s shows effectiveness of a single dose of the

p izer/BsoNTecL? vaccine aga?lpst symptomgtiovid-19

R Ends appro irﬂateR/ 5%t tho enaged Pahd over in
" e gaeral population, reaching 85% to 90% after two
i ses in those aged 80 years and over. The data also
th Shows a single dose of the Pfizer vaccine is 80% and 95%
| Bffective at reducing hospitalisation and mortality from
€ ovid-19, respectively, in those agedd@h d over .
A atest vaccine effectiveness report can be found attached
entitled, O6Publ i c Heal t h
report March 20216

Jtdhrhe Answer includes the following attached material:
n

0

PH

Eng

Public Health England vaccine effectiveness report
hat [SP_PH_ VE_report 20210317 _CC_JLB.pdf]
of

te he material can béewed online at:

ttp://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/writggrestions
answersstatements/writtequestion/Lords/20201-12/HL12050

Asked byord Rishy

To ask Her Majesty’'s Government what steps they are
taking to prevent the spread of misinformation
regarding theCovid-19 vaccine; and what plans they
have to ensure that there is public confidence in
est vaccinations in the futurgdL12062

P4
; ord Bethgll: T. epartment is workj losely with
' Bmﬁ%h‘g Hega h Eﬂ%}ﬁd R Vs Engﬂgﬁdg and NHS
Improvement to provide authoritative information to the
public and urge everyone to seek National Health Service
advice, so they have the right information to make an
informed choice about getting vaccinated. We are also
en\4[vorking with the Department for Digital, Culture, Media
and Sport to help social media platforms identify and act
nt . . - . L . .
against incorrect claims about the virus in line with their
erms and conditions. This includes avdiccination
narratives that could endangerpeéple heal t h.

ey

e

Asked byt ord Bourne of Aberystwyth

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment

responsibility of the manufacturer and the Unitg

*d they have made of the government of Israel's approach
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to administering vaccinations faZovid-19; and what
aspects of that approach, if any, they have drawroon
the implementation of the UK'€ovid-19 vaccination
programme[HL12138

Lord Bethell: We have not made a formal assessme
However, the Department continues to monitor vacc
deployment programmes across the world, includi
Israel, to share learning and collaborate internationally
the role of deployig safe, effective vaccines in th
response t€ovid-19.

Asked byord Hannay of Chiswick

To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to ti
Written Answer by Lord Bethell on 19 Januar
(HL11665), what steps they are taking to ensure that
vaccine record ard which will be issued to patients b
the NHS will be recognised as an Internation
Certificate of Vaccination or ProphylaxjsiL12347

Lord Bethell: The Government will review whethe
Covid-19 status certification could play a role i
reopening the economy, reducing restrictions on so
contact and immving safety. This will include assessin

to what extent certification would be effective in reducing

risk and the potential uses to enable access to settings|
relaxation of Covid19 secure mitigations. The
Government will also consider the ethical,ualities,
privacy, legal and operational aspects of this appro
and what limits, if any, should be placed on organisatidg
using certification. It will draw on external advice t
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for age cohorts and priority groups, by ethnicity and
f deprivation index at sustainability transformation
partnership and Lower Layer Super Output Area level.
This provides information on vaccine uptake that enables
local converations about designing and improving

gte'operational delivery locally.

ng
on

a)

Asked by ord Browne of Belmont

To ask Her Majesty's Government what steps they are
taking to ensure that homeless people rec€weid-19
vaccinationsjHL13238

Lord Bethell: The Joint Committee on Vaccination and
ne Immunisation (JCVI) recognés that many people who

y are homeless or sleeping rough are likely to have
thenderlying health conditions which would place them in
y priority group six. These conditions are likely to be under
al diagnosed or not properly reflected in general practitioner
(GP) reords. The JCVI has advised that homeless people
should be offered the vaccine without the need for a
National Health Service number or GP registration.

hial There is work being undertaken to update our
o operational guidance on reaching rough sleepers and
homeles people based on this recent JCVI advice. The
oMjnistry  for  Housing, Communities and Local
Government are working closely with NHS England and
NHS Improvement to support outreach, and further work
hcfis being done to explore the availability of effective on
nStreet models which could be used to support this work.
H Local teams are now prioritising all homeless people for

=)

develop recommendations that take into account @nyaccination alongside priority group six.

social and economic impts, and implications for
di sproportionately i mpac
privacy and security. The review will also includ
consideration of potential solutions for people to accq
their Covid-19 vaccination status.

Asked byBaroness Young of Old Sce

To ask Her Majesty's Government what plans th
have to provide denominator information (1) by priorit

groups for Covid-19 vaccination, and (2) by ethni¢

group, to local public health directors and their staff;
they plan to provide such informatiowhen they will
do so; and what assessment they have made of
potential for such information to enable
conversations about how to improve uptake betwse
local public health directors and those communiti
with poorer uptake o€ovid-19 vaccinationfHL1314§

Lord Bethell: We are committed to ensuritigat local
authorities and Directors of Public Health have the d
they need to understand uptake in their local areas
tailor efforts to reach those who have not yet taken up
offer of a vaccine appointment.

Data on number ofCovid-19 vaccinationsgiven is
being shared with Directors of Public Health at both
Middle Layer Super Output Area level and a lower ti

local

ANgh

er

Asked byThe Lord Bishop of Durham
ted groups and indi vi
o To ask Her Majesty's Government wis&ps they are

hgs takingto ensuwe that asylum seekers living in temporary
accommodation receive Covid-19 vaccinations.
[HL13249

Lord Bethell: Vaccination againsCovid-19 is offered
EYto every adult living in the United Kingdom free of
Y charge, regardless of immigration status. No immigration
~checks are needed to receive thessvices and the
if National Health Service is not required to report
undocumented migrants to the Home Office.

theAn NHS number is not needed to make a booking for a
Covid-19 vaccine or when attending a vaccination
en ! A . .

. appointment. If individuals are registered wia general
practitioner (GP), their GP will contact them in due

course.

For those not registered with a GP, NHS regional teams
Atdyorking with various appropriate local systems will
ntact unregistered people to ensure they are offered the
th§accine, when dijible.

Asked byt ord Field of Birkenhead

To ask Her Majesty's Government to which (1)
Commonwealth countries, and (2) "@emmonwealth

a

local authority level. This includes both data by a

cohort and ethnic group. Directors of Public Health also

receive vaccination uptakend denominator informatio

e countries, they have suppli&bvid19vaccines;
andhow many Covid-19 vaccines each of those

countries have receivegHL14214

dual so
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Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: We have not directly

provided Covid-19 vaccines to any country outside the
UK, Crown Dependencies, and Overseas Territorigs.
However, the UK is among the biggest donors to the

COVAX facility, which is rolling out vaccines globally,
including to low and middle income countriéde have
committed £548 million to the COVAX Advance Market
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Asked byBaroness Ritchie of Downpatrick

To ask Her Majesty's Government what steps they
have taken teailor their approach to BAME
communitieto aid upake of theCovid-19 vaccine.
[HL1446Q

Lord Bethell: Over £23 million has been allocated

Commitment, which will contribute to the supply of at through the Community Champions scheme to 60

least 1.3 billion doses aovid-19 vaccines for up to 92
developing countries this year. All but two members
the Commonwealth are COVAX mémars, and 31
Commonwealth countries will be receiving vaccines

councils and voluntary groups across England to expand
ofwork to support those most at risk froBovid-19 and
boost vaccine take up. The Department of Health and
inSocial Care, theMinistry of Housing, Communities and

the first phase of the COVAX rollout (Ghana was the fifst Local Government and the National Health Service hold
COVAX recipient on 24 February 2021). The Prime regular meetings with local authorities, faith leaders and
Minister has confirmed that the UK will share the black, Asian and minority ethnic organisations to provide

majority of any future surplu€ovid-19 vaccines from

our domestic supply with the COVAX procurement poplt h e y
to promote vaccine confidence in target audiences will be
built and also provide us the opportunity to listen to

to support developing countries.

Asked byBaroness Ritchie of Downpatrick

To ask Her Majesty's Government what dISCUSSIcnSanswer sessions facilitated by local community leaders

they (1) have had, and (Ritendto have, with the
Medicinesand Healthcare products Regulatory Agen
about the (a) safety, and (b) effectiveness,

Oxford/AstraZenec&ovid-19 vaccine[HL1429Q

Lord Bethell: The Department has regular discussions

Dry
he 19 vaccines have been disposed of in the UK as a result

with the Medicines and Healthcare products Regulat
Agency regarding the safety and effectiveness of
Covid-19 vacines.

Asked byBaroness Ritchie of Downpatrick

To ask Her Majesty's Government what discussigns
but

they have had with the devolved administrations ab
(1) the reduction in the number of availalilevid-19
vaccines during April, and (2) the impact of that
reduction on t he UKb6 s
[HL14397

Lord Callanan: UK Government Ministers and

advice and information abo@ovid-19 vaccinesnd how

wi || be made avail abl

CY
of

concerns and adjust our approach. Local NHS staff and

council officials hae attended online question and

and community engagement workers have visited areas of

written community languages.
Asked by ord Browne of Belmom
To ask Her Majesty's Government how mabyvid-

of missed vaccination appointmertdL14488
Lord Bethell: This information is not held centrally.
Asked byord Mendelsohn

low vaccine uptake to provide information in spoken and

To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they will
publish all the vaccineffectiveness assessments which

Public Health England has provided to date to the Joint

vCoronsitieen adn i ¥atcinagon oand almmumisation.
[HL14517

Lord Bethell: Public Health England (PHE) has

e.

officials are in weekly discussions with the Devolved provided various vaccine effectiveness assessments to the

Administrations regarding the supply of vaccines. This
in addition to the UK Government sharing a rolling- 1
week forecast with the four nations each week, as wel
a 6month forward look which is sharedch month. This

isJoint Committee on Vaccine and Immunisation (JCVI).
B The assessmenprovided are recorded in the minutes of
athe JCVI meetings which are published online.

PHEO® s monitoring of

helps to ensure that deployment can be planmeqegma”y published online.

effectively and aligned to forecast supply.

—

Our forthcoming scheduled deliveries will fully suppoy
our target of offering a first vaccine dose to the Jo
Committee on Vaccination and Immusation (JCVI)
priority cohorts 1 to 9 by 15 April and all remaining
adults by 31 July.

The UK Government is responsible for supplying < i - .
aswill review whetherCovid-status certification could play

hna role in reopening our economy, reducing restrictions on
s social contact and improving safety. The Government will
Devolveld Set out its conclusions ahead of Step 4 of the roadmap,

vaccines to the Devolved Administrations. However,
health policy is a devolved matter, the vaccinati
programme in Wias, Scotland, and Northern Ireland
the responsibility of the respective
Administrations.

nt

Asked by ord Forsyth of Drumlean

have forenabling individuals to show proof of having
been vaccinated againGovid-19.[HL1463Q

Lord True: As set 0 Covid-19 Respbnse
Spring 2021,086 published

which will happen no earlier than 21 June.

To ask Her Majesty's Government what plans they

0

on

vacci

ne

22
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The Government has published the Terms of Refere
for the review.

Coroners: Perinatal Mortality
Asked byBaroness Hodgson of Abinger

To ask Her Majesty's Government what progtasy
have made regarding the consultation on coror
investigations of stillbirths since it closed on 18 Ju
2019.[HL1444Q

Lord Bethell: Work on analysing the responses to the

consultation has been delayed during tBevid-19
pandemic but we hope to publish the response to
consultation as soon as possible.

Corporation Tax: Northern Ireland
Asked by ord Caine
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ncé0% of owneroccupied, 62% of private rented and 74%
of housing association dwellings.

Councillors: Internet
Asked byBaroness Eaton

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment
they have madél) of therequirement for councillors to
publish their home addresses on council websites, and
(2) of the effect of this requirement on the safety and
welfare of councillors, and female councillors in
particular; and what plans they have to remove this
e requirement so that councillors have parity with

Members of ParliamentiL14385

Lord Greenhalgh: At present, councillors are required
to register t heir home addr e:
register of interests given that planning decisions, for
example, can have a substantial impact on an area in
which a councillor lives. Registers of interests are

ial
he

th

To ask Her Majesty's Government what plans, if af
they have to devolve responsibility for corporation t

Y.typically published on council websites, but there are
X already provisions in section 32 of the Localism Act 2011

to the Northern Ireland Executive; what assessmentio allow councils to withhold sensitive interests from the
they have made of the expected change in the level Qdublic register where their disclosure could letw

revenue generated from corporation tax from any s

transfer of responsibility; and, in particular, whethe

Her Maj estyds Gover nmengt
shortfall in revenue resulting from such a transfer
responsibility[HL1426Q

Lord Agnew of Oulton: The Stormont House
Agreement between the UK Government and t
Northern Ireland Executive agreed, in principle, for tf
power to set the rate of corporation tax in Northe
Ireland on certairtrading profits to be devolved to thg
Northern Ireland Assembly.

It was agreed that the Executive would need
demonstrate that its finances were on a sustainable fog
before devolution of this power could be undertaken, 3
t hat t he E x egrantt wouwlce Hesd td be
adjusted to reflect the corporation tax revenues foreg
if the devolved power were exercised.

Council Housing: Electrical Safety
Asked by ord Kennedy of Southwark

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessm
they have made oflectrical safety issues in loca
authority housing stockiHL14457

Lord Greenhalgh: The English Housing Survey is &
continuous national survey commissioned by the Minis
of Housing, Communities and Local Government.
collects information ann
circumstances and the condition aiusing in England.

English Housing Survey data shows that local authof
(LA) homes are in better condition in respect of electrig
safety than other tenures. In 2018, 73% of LA dwellin
had all 5 recommended electrical safety features instal

ciolence or intimidation.
" The ommi ttee on S ndar ds
OfLS\’cgl udo&%rnrﬁe%t Iﬁlﬁ)c!:\l eStatI1d91rdsor110t€dS fhdt tHd

sensitive interest provisions are often only used when a
member has already experience intimidation or
harassment, and seaommended that councillors should
henot be required to register their home addresses as a
nedisclosable pecuniary interest. The Government is
mconsidering the recommendati o
b and we intend to publish a response in due course.

to Counter-terrorism

ting

nd

b ¢ k To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to the

bne Written Answer by Baroness Williams of Trafford on 1
December 2020 (HL10439), what lessons they have
learned from the anterrorism measures introduced by
the governmets of (1) France, and (2) Austria; and
what new antterrorism measures they plan to
introduce as a resultiL14592

ent Lord Greenhalgh: Further to the Written Answer by
Baroness Williams of Trafford on 1 December 2020,
HMG already has robust courdrrorism measures in
., pl ace, which ar e oenterTerrorisre d
ryStrategy (CONTEST).

It Our overseas approach to countering terrorism is global
ubaitl cbmypletedy bntegrated with @y Idem@stic appooack.i n g
We continuously review policies in light of new

itydevelopments. We cl osely
alresponss to the attacks.
gs We will continue to look to learn from these examples

edvhere they are applicable to the UK context. We continue
itto share best practices, and discuss evolving threats and

Asked by ord Pearson of Rannoch

in

moni

This has increased from 56% in 2010. This compares W
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net,We continue to work with partners across the justice
system to assess what more can be done to improve the
resilience of the courts during the pandemic, and to assist
faster recwery. We recognise the particular impact of
delays on victims and witnesses, and are providing £151m
to victim and witness support services in 2@21 to
ensure victims receive the support they need.

ent

to

responses, such as preventing terrorist use of the inte
with the governments of both France and Austria.

Courier Services: Northern Ireland
Asked by ord Browne of Belmont

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessm
they have made of the effectiveness of Great Britain
Northern Ireland parcel delivergervices; and what
assessment they have made of the impact of
Northern Ireland Protocol on such servigek.14485

Crime Prevention: Females
Asked by ord Roberts of Llandidno

To ask Her Majesty's Government what technology
they are (1) using, and (2) developing, to improve the
to Safety of womenHL14534

the

Lord Agnew of Oulton: Earlier this month, the
Government took several temporary operational stepg
avoid disruptive cliff edges which could have affected the | o,q Greenhalgh: The Home Office is supporting
delivery of parcel services. €Be included extending the¢ policing to build its digital capability and maximise the

temporary arrangements that the Government set out Ofise of technologies to ensure it can respond effectively to
parcels before the end of the transition period, givingcrime and potect the public, including women.

further time to parcel operators to prepare for ng¢w . . . .
requirements and minimise the impact on-tlagay lives The Slr)gle O”"_“‘? Home (SOH) is a natlor)al platfo_rm
in Northen Ireland. that prowdes_ a digital front counter_and onIme_serwces

for the public. SOH launched a pilot domestic abuse
itsreporting service in October 2020 across five forces
hgfollowing heightened risks of hidden harms during the
Ull pandemic. Designed in consultation with forces, the
NeNPCC Domestic Abuse Lead, and external charities, the
service is very much victim focused and provides victims
dingth a discrete reporting mechanism to ascé® support
they need. The service has received a total of 1168 reports
and is being used to inform a national roll out.

In light of the recent and tragic death of Sarah Everard,
we have more than doubled the size of the Safer Streets
Fund, which will bing funding for these local projects to
£45 million in the 2021/22 financial year. Through the
Ar%afer Streets Fund, we will work with Police and Crime
Commissioners and Local Authorities to deploy measures
such as CCTV and improved street lighting that iower

Lord Wolfson of Tredegar: We are keenly aware of the safety of public spaces, with a focus on increasing the
the need to improve timeliness for both defendants angafety of women and girls.
victims, and mitigate the impact of delays on victims apd Through our landmark Domestic Abuse Bill we will
witnesses. Judges have been prioritising the most serfougiso strengthen our response to perpetrators and improve
cases throughout the pandemic, including those inv@Ivin our support to victims. The Bill will introduce mandatory
vulnerable victims and witnesses as well as those Withpolygraph examinations of higlisk domestic abuse
defendants nearing custody time limits. offenders on licence.

ur We intend to publish two strategies this year focussed
non tackling Violence Against Women and Girls and

The Government remains committed to meeting
obligations in the Northern Ireland Protocol and to doi
SO in a pragmatic and proportionate way, taking fi
account of the Belfast (Good Friday) Agreement. T
Government is continuing to suppgarcel operators and
businesses across sectors to adapt to the new trd
arrangements with the EU.

Courts: Coronavirus
Asked byord Taylor of Warwick

To ask Her Majesty's Government what steps they
taking to reduce delays to court cases arisiogfthe
Covid-19 pandemigHL14479

We will continue to do more, and the recovery of o
courts to full operational capacity is our highest priority

order to reduce waiting times within thestice system.
The steps taken so férto adjust court rooms to hold

Domestic Abuse, which will ensure a cragsvernment
response to ensuring anccieasing the safety of women

Covid-secure trials, to open more court rooms, and|toand girls.

move to virtual hearings where possililehave helped.| e have published the Full Government Response to
Crown Court disposals increased from June 2020 an¢he Online Harms White Paper, which includes specific

were higher than pr€ovid levels for the first two weeks measures to work with private companies and ensure that

of 2021. The increase has slowed slightly, with dispos@lshey are held to account for tackling illegal activityda
throughout February consistently 5% below the@owid | content, such as hate crime, harassment, and -cyber
baseline, and the outst anshiifydas welRas activiydad cont®nt whléh SnhySnbtbed t e s
courts has reduced from the peak reached in August| Afiegal but is nonetheless highly damaging to individuals

of the end of March 2021, we have created a total of|6Qjegal but harmful). The Full Government Response will
Nightingale courts. be followed by legislation, wibh we are working on at

pace, and will be ready this year.
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Crime Prevention: Finance
Asked by ord Lucas

To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they w
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Hate: The UK Government 0s

included approximately £5 million for protective security

measures to protect places of worship and asking the Law
il Commission to review the effectiveness and coverage of

change the focus of the current round of the Sagfehate crime legislation.

Streets Fund so that all applications aimed atquting
women from attack are eligiblg1L.14284

Baroness Williams of Trafford: Recent tragic events
have highlighted the importance of ensuring people
safe whilst walking our streets.

are

In  November 2020, the Ministry of Housing,
Communities and LocalGovernment awarded £1.8
million through the Faith, Race and Hate Crime Grant
Scheme to support established community groups and
civil society organisations to run short projects to boost
shared values and tackle religiously and racially

We have announced we are investing a further £25mnotivated hate crie.

into the Safer Streets Fund this year, focused on ensu
people feelsafe in public spaces and building on th
£45m we have already committed. This investment W

be launched in May once the Purdah period attached t&
and Police and Crime Commissiongr

local council
elections has ended.

The Fund will deliver physical crimeprevention

réng We have published the Full Government Response to
iIIthe Online Harms White Paper, which includes specific
measures to work with private companies and ensure that
ey are held to account for tackling illegal activity and
content, such as hate crime, harasnt, and cyber
stalking, as well as activity and content which may not be
illegal but is nonetheless highly damaging to individuals

measures, such as improved street lighting or incregsegegal but harmful). The Full Government Response will
CCTV coverage. There is strong evidence to show thape followed by legislation, which we are working on at

simple solutions like these help prevent crimes bef
they happen, empowering communities and individug
including women and girlsptfeel truly safe.

Pr&ace, and Vil be ready this year. The Home Office also

ISfunds a Police Online Hate Crime Hub to improve the
police response to victims of online hate crime.

The ongoing application process for the second, £20m Qnline radicalisation

round of Safer Streets Funding will remain unchanged.

Crime: Ethnic Groups
Asked byBaroness Ritchie of Downpatrick

To ask Her Majesty’'s Government what stepsh{éy
havetaken, and2) they intend to take, to address th
level of (a) domestic abuse, (b) violence against won

and girls, (c) hate crime, (d) online hate, and (e) onlin

radicalisation, experienced by BAME communitie
[HL14464

Lord Greenhalgh: Domestic Abuse and VAWG

Tackling Domestic abuse and violence against won
and drls (VAWG) is a government priority. Thesg
abhorrent crimes have no place in our society.

We know that anyone can be a victim of domes
abuse, regardless of ethnicity or background. That is V]
the Home Office has proy
specidist services including, Southall Black Sisters wh

have been provided with £80,951 in funding during the

Covid pandemic.

Added to this, our landmark Domestic Abuse B
which is due to achieve Royal Assent this Spring w
strengthen our response to pdrp®rs and improve our
support to victims.This Summer the Government wil
also publish a strategy to combat Violence Again
Women and Girls, followed by a complementary strate|
on Domestic Abuse.

Hate Crime & Online Hate

The Government has been clehattall forms of hate
crime are unacceptable and that the cowards who con
these crimes should face the full force of the law. Acti
under the hate crime action plan 26A® (Action Against

Terrorist groups use the internet to spread propaganda
designed to radicalise, recruit caninspire vulnerable
people, and to incite, provide information to enable, and
celebrate terrorist attacks. Our objective is to ensure that
there are no safe spaces online for all forms of terrorists to
promote or share their extreme views.

In 2010, we setup the police Counter Terrorism
nternet Referral Unit (CTIRU), based in the Metropolitan
R Police. To date, over 314,500 individual pieces of terrorist
> content referred by CTIRU have been removed by
companies and the Unit has also informed the design of
the EU Internet Referral Unit based at Europol.

en The Government has also pressed companies to
increase the use of technology to automate the detection
and removal of content where possible. As a result of

e
el

h)?f automated removals.

ided funding to
0 Crime: Victims

Asked by ord Hay of Ballyore

6by and fo

Il To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment
il they have made of mental health and wellbeing
provision for victims of crimgHL14499

Lord Wolfson of Tredegar: This Government is
Stcommitted to supporting the mental health avellbeing
9Yof the public, including victims of crime, and to ensuring

that the right support is in place to help victims cope and
recover both within and beyond the pandemic.

In recognition of the impact of Cowtl9 on the
mwellbeing of victims, the Ministryof Justice (MoJ)
bnestablished the Victim and Witness Silver Command

Group in March 2020 in order to identify and assess

ticcontinued engagement, companies have expanded the use

r

pl a

0
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developing risks and issues that may have an impact on Violence Reduction Units are a key component of the
victims of crime, including their mental health suppdtGover nment 6 s i nveentemealocalt o t
needs. This group contiea to meet on a fortnightly basis level. They bring together local partners in the 18 areas

and its comprehensive membership consists |ofmost affected by serious violence to deliver an effective,
representatives from across government includingoined up approach to tackling violent crime and its
representatives from the Department for Health gnddrivers. The Home Office has invested £70m funding

Social Care and NHS England, criminal justice agenciesopver two years (1201 20/21) for Violence Reduction

external stakeholderand the third sector. Units (VRUs). On 8 February, we announced a further

In 202122, we will provide just under £151m fo £35m of funding for VRUs for 2021/22.
victim and witness support services, including an extra We are committed to tackling all forms of abuse against
£51m to increase support for rape and domestic afus&omen and girls. The previous VAWG Strategy included
victims, building on the emergency funding from thjs sexual harassment féne first time in recognition of the
financial year to he domestic abuse and sexual violenge disproportionate impact that it has on women and girls.
services meet increased levels of demand. The Government takes all forms of harassment

Additionally, on 23rd November 2020 the Governmept €Xiremely seriously. Whether it is in the workplace, on
published 'Staying Mentally Well: Winter Plan 20p@1' | the street, or as part of domestic or sexual abusxual
which includes a commitment, backed by £50 million, o "@@ssment, in any situation, is unacceptable.
boost capacityand support gooduality discharge for We will be publishing a new Tackling Violence Against
mental health service users from inpatient settings. WéVomen and Girls Strategy in 2021 which will help to
have also announced that in 2021/22 the NHS will receiivédetter target perpetrators and support victims of these
around an additional £500 million to address waitipgcrimes and increase our ability to tackle emeggiorms
times for mental health services, give more pedpee | of VAWG such as Oupskirtingo
mental health support they need, and invest in the NHS Tq inform the new strategy, we launched a Call for
workforce. We are absolutely committed to our ambitionsgvidence on 10 December, inviting responses from the
in the NHS Long Term Plan to expand and transfofmpublic, victims, their friends, family and colleagues as
mental health services in England and to investing |anwell as victim support organisations, ofitline
additional £2.3 billion a year in méal health services by professionals, and academics.

2023/24. Following the tragic case of Sarah Everard and

subsequent outpouring of stories and experiences of
Crimes Against the Person women who have faced violence or harassment, the Home

Secretary decided tox®pen t he Government
Asked by ord Roberts of Llandudno Evidence o Friday 12 March, for a-%veek period, to

inform the new strategies to tackle Violence Against

.TO ask Her Majesty's Government what steps the}Women and Girls. So far there have been over 147,000
will take to protect adults who fear assalil_14392 responses to the call for evidence

Asked by ord Roberts of Llandudno

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment Cruise Missiles: Proliferation
they have made of the provisiof personal alarms to Asked by ord Judd

vulnerable people who fear assajti 14393 )
To ask HeMajesty's Government what steps they are

Baroness Williams of Trafford: The Government is|  taking within appropriate multilateral institutions to
committed to reducing serious violence and putting [an develop a strategic response to the proliferation of
end to the tragedies afflicting our communities. It [is cruise missiles (]_) to foster maximum transparency’ and
important that we work across government, Statutory, (2) to deve|op a coherent Safeguarding approachim/it
private, and voluntary sectais deliver change. arms control arrangementsll 14447

We have announced we are investing a further £25m | od Goldsmith of Richmond Park: The UK is a

into the Safer Streets Fund this year, focused on ensuringiember of relevant multilateral export control regimes,
people feel safe in public spaces and building on theych as the Missile Technology Control Regime (MTCR)
£45m we have already committed. This investment Will3hq the Wassenaar Arrangement. The MTCR seeks to
be launched in Mayrze the preelection period attacheq prevent the proliferation of sensitive missile systems and
to local council and Police and Crime Commissioneriechnolgies, including cruise missiles, to countries and
elections has ended. end users of concern. The Wassenaar Arrangement in turn
The Fund will deliver physical crime prevention Seeks to prevent the regional destabilising accumulation
measures, such as improved street lighting or incregse@f conventional weapons, including cruise missile
CCTV coverage. There is strong evidenceshmw that | Systems.
simple solutions like these helps prevent crimes befpre The UK plays an active role in Botregimes and
they happen, empowering communities and individuglsthrough them the UK promotes transparency, the control
including women and girls, to feel truly safe. and greater responsibility in transfers of all missiles types,
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as well as conventional weapons and related -dsel
technologies. In addition, the UK is a State Party to
Arms Trade Teaty (ATT) which establishes commo

12 Apr

il 2021 Written Answels

The UK's defence and deterrence policy is kept
heconstantly under review to ensure that it reflects the
N current secrty environment. NATO remains the

international standards for regulating the internationpalfoundation of collective security in the Eufdlantic area,

trade in conventional arms, which includes cruise misg
systems. The ATT requires annual reporting on transf

to reinforce transparency among State Parties.

Culture Recovery Fund
Asked byBaroness Bull

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessm

they have made afhetherthe level of fundindl)

creative freelancers, arfd) arts institutions, receive

from the Cultural Recovery Fund is sufficient to me

ilewhere our commitment to Article 5 of the North Atlantic

erJreaty remains our most powerful deterrent. To respond
to emerging security challenges, including $teshold
activity, Her Majesty's Government applies modern
deterrence: the application of all appropriate tools to deter
actual or potential adversaries from attempting harm
against the UK or our partners.

ent We continue to use the full spectrum of our cajidxl
to deter adversaries and to deny them opportunities to
attack us or our allies. The UK's nuclear deterrent exists
bt to deter the most extreme threats to our national security

requirements; and what comparative analysis they havé&nd way of life.

made of the efficacy of such funding distributeda)
England, (b) Northern Ireland, (c) Scotland, and
Wales [HL14257

Baroness Barran:As a proportion of the funding is ye
to be disbursed we cannot yet comprehensively asses
CRFOs s ucc e sar, ovelt @Wbdliereworth of
funding from the Culture Recovery Fund has be
allocated, including over £800 million to almost 38(
arts, culture and heritage organisations in Engla
helping to support at least 75,000 jobs. Freelancers h
been suported through the Fund so far and this is on t
of support from Arts Council England, who have ma

Defence: Finance
Asked by ord Sikka

the To ask Her Majesty's Gernment whether they will

publish the financial contributions made by (1) the
Crown Dependencies, and (2) Overseas Territories, to
the annual defence budget of the United Kingdom.
[HL14422

d)

b

EN
0
nd,
ave Baroness Goldie:The annual defence budget is funded
ppentirely from the Supply Estimates process.

e Supply Estimates are d¢h means by which the

over £51 million of awards to individuals through ROM Government seeks Parliament's authority for its spending

CRF funds in this financial year alone.

£400 million was held back from the first round 4
contingerey and now forms the basis of the second rou
of grant (E300m) and repayable finance (£100m) fundi
Applications have been assessed and an announce
will be made in due course.

Additionally, the Chancellor announced in the 203
Budget an additional 30 million for the Culture
Recovery Fund, showing an unprecedented commitm
to support the sector during this pandemic. The Cult
Recovery Fund as a whole also included £188 million
the devolved administrations via the Barnett formu
Northern leland (£33 million), Scotland (£97 million
and Wales (£59 million). We know that Scotland, Wal
and NI are also deeply committed to their arts, culty
and heritage sectors and have provided a range of suf
funding, building on and including the CRfocation.

Defence
Asked by ord Hylton

To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to (1) t
governmentoRussi ads seizure
gover nment of
Karabakh, what plans they have to review their polic
for (a) nuclear, and (b) other deterrengél14575

Baroness ®ldie: The international order is mord
fragmented, characterised by intensifying competiti
between states over interests, norms and values.

plans. The Estimates reflect the HMeasury budgetary
1S control structure and where appropriate are net of certain
ndypes of income where this can be used to reduce the
ngoverall amaint of resource required by the Department.

MeNtrown Dependencies and Overseas Territories do not
provide a direct contribution to the annual defence budget
»1 of the United Kingdom.

Records show that there is a very small amount of
eNhcome received during Finaiat Year 202621 that has
H'heen received from the Government of Crown
OrDependencies and Overseas Territories. This is for actual
2 services supplied to those Governments for which the

Ministry of Defence has sought reimbursement on a full

EScost recovery basis.
re,

POt Department for Education: Reviews

Asked by ord Storey

To ask Her Majesty's Government (1) how many
review groups are currently established in the
Department for Education, and (2) what areas they

'€ cover.[HL14664

p f Cri mea, and (2) the

Azer baij &n Baoness BarigdgexThe departmagiahgsoar nyngber of

ascurrent review groups including: the review pbst16
qualifications at level 3 and call for evidence at level 2
and bel ow,; the independent
care; the review of provisions for pupils with special

PNeducational needs and disabilities; and the initial teacher

training market relew. My right hon. Friend, the
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Secretary of State for Education, has also recently ag
Ofsted to undertake an immediate review into sex
abuse across state and independent schools.

Department of Health and Social Care:
Written Questions

Asked by ord Balfe

To ask Her Majesty's Government what steps they

12 April 2021

ked
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We are currently working with UKRI, and all our

lalGlobal Challenges Research Fund and Newton Fund
Delivery Partners, to manage the financial year 2021/22
ODA allocations.

are

Diplomatic Service
Asked by ord Dubs

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment
they have made of the level of diplomatic protection

taking to ensure that questions for written answer from 5ccorded to the EU Ambassador to the UK: and what

members of the House of Lords that are allocated to
Department for Health and Social Care are answered
time; and what plas they have to recruit more staff fg
that purposgHL13652

Lord Bethell: The Department has received g
2020. We are working hard to improve our response 1
through an iterative written questions recovery plan ¢
performance is now improving atsteady rate. The corg

Department has increased by a further 400 posts s

December 2020, to support thmvid-19 response across

all areas.

Developing Countries: Coronavirus
Asked byThe Lord Bishop of Winchester

To ask Her Majesty's Government what asseent
they have made of the impact of the cuts to U

the
on

=

plans they have, if any, to grant them full diplomatic
status[HL1457Q

Lord Goldsmith of Richmond Park: We continue to

engage wh the EU on the longerm arrangements for the
i > - N EU Delegation to the UK, and it would not be right to
unprecedented number of Written Questions since Majrdﬂ)reempt the outcome of those discussions. Pending the
@%onclusion of an Establishment Agreement, the Head of
NGhe EU Delegation and their staff enjoy pldges and
immunities under Protocol 7 to the EU Treaties.

nce

b

K

Research and Innovation funding on (1) the role of the

UK in supporting the global health responseCiovid-
19, and (2) the capacity of the UK to provide experti
to assist international development psoposed in
thelntegrated Review of Security, Defence
Development and Foreign PoligidL14612

Lord Callanan: The challenging financial situation we

face due to the Cowil9 pandemic has resulted in
temporary reduction in t}
0.7% of GNI to 0.5%. This means making difficu
decisions when it comes to prioritising how we spend
money to deliver the most impactful outcomes.

The Government recognises the importance
supporting international research partnerships 3
supporting the UK research sector. My Rt. Hon. Frie
Mr Chancellor of the Exchequer committed to incred
investment in R&D across government to £14.6bn
2021/22; this will support our ambitions set out in th
Integrated Review, which recognises the importance
international collaboration to a healthy anddhuctive
R&D sector.

The Department is committed to delivering on the

global health response ©@ovid. Despite the budgetary
pressure caused b€ovid last year, the Departmen

mobilised £14.5m of ODA funding through the Globgl

Challenges Research Fund atite Newton Fund to
support research intaCovid in developing country

se

h

—

hid

of
\nd
nd

in
e
of

p

Disability
Asked byord Shinkwin

To ask Her Majesty's Government whether the panel
overseeing the tendering process for the Cabinet
Of f isyseiatic review of the lived experience of
disabled peple (CCZZ21A07) (1) includes, or (2) is
chaired, by a disabled perspHL14599

Asked by ord Shinkwin

To ask Her Majesty's Government which disabled
peoples' organisations were involved in (1) developing
the criteria for the tendering process of the Cabinet
Of ficebs systematic r eli
disabled people (CCZZ21A07), and (2) appointing the
body responsible for the revieftdL1460Q

UKoO s Askeg bypisl SHnkwinn gt ar ge't

To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they will
publish the criteria for the tendering process of the

e w

fr

C

Cabinet Of ficeobs systematic
experience of disabled people (CCZ22r).
[HL14607

Asked by ord Shinkwin

To ask Her Majay's Government when the Cabinet
Of ficebs systematic revi
disabled people (CCZZ12A07) will be made publicly
available][HL14602

Baroness StedmarScott: The systematic review is
art of Disability Unitéds

systematise the evidence base on the lived exprrief

[

disabled people in the UK.
The tendering process has been overseen by Disability

Unit (DU) staff as well as procurement specialists from

contexts.

Crown Commercial Service (CCS). We do not know

ew

on

C
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about those from the CCS side, but some DU staffacademic year 2020/21, to ensure there is a place in

involved do havéived experience of disability.

The scope and criteria were drawn up by Disabil
Unit, informed by knowledge of the existing evidend
base and its gaps, and also incorporating the focus &
of the National Strategy for Disabled People. Since

education or training for every 16 to 19 year old.

ty Local authorities have a statutory duty to identify and
e track the participatio of 16 and 17 year olds, supporting
refsose who are not participating to do so and making sure
hahat there is sufficient and suitable education and training

tende was conducted as an open competition, all of theprovision to meet their needs.

criteria (e.g. the requirements and the evaluation crite
for the tendering process were available on Contrg
Finder.

Domestic Abuse Bill
Asked by ord Brooke of Alverthorpe

To ask HeiMajesty's Government what estimate the
have made of the additional resources required
implement the provisions of the Domestic Violeng
Bill; and by when they expect to provide thog
resourcegHL14254

Baroness Williams of Trafford: The Department is
currently focused on securing the succesgfssage of
the landmark domestic abuse bill. The bill will achie
better support and protection for victims of domes
abuse and their children and bring more perpetratorg
justice.

We have acquired additional resource to begin |
implementation plaming. Whilst it is anticipated that
further resource will be needed after Royal Assent,
final assessment on requirements will be made o
debate on the bill has been completed.

Education and Vocational Guidance:
Travellers

Asked byBaroness Whitaker

To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to their

white paper Skills for jobs: lifelong learning fo
opportunity and growth, published on 21 January, wi
steps they are taking (1) to ensure equality

fi2) The September Guarantee places a further duty on local

Ctauthorities toensure that all year 11 pupils (and year 12
pupils on one year courses) receive an offer of a place in
education or training for the following September. It aims
to ensure that all young people, regardless of what they
achieved in school, understand thare are opportunities
that will help them to progress, and to ensure that they get

" the advice and support they need to find a suitable place.

to A range of provision is available for young people aged

e 16 to 24 to equip them with the skills and experiencg the

e need to progress. This includes traineeships, which
provide unemployed young people with employability
training, work experience and English and maths, and
Supported Internships which offer tailored support for
young people aged 16 to 25 who have speslakational

€ needs and disabilities.

'Ct We know students who leave school with a good grasp
i English and maths increase their chances of securing a

_job or going on to further education, which is why

illstudents who do not achieve a GCSE grade 4 at age 16
mustcontinue to study these subjects in PIBit is also

Uk nown as the 6condition of

'Cenissed out on a GCSE grade 4 are given the opportunity
to achieve a GCSE. We recognise that for students with
prior attainment of a GCSE gradeo? below, a level 2
Functional Skills qualification may be more appropriate.

Alongside this, English and maths are crucial elements
of a T Level and apprenticeship. Each T Level student
and apprentice must ensure they have achieved a
prescribed level of Bglish and maths in order to
[ successfully complete their programme.

hat 1he government is committed to ensuring that young
ofPeople and adults are provided with higiality careers

h

opportunities for Gypsy, Traveller and Roma childreén information, advice, and guidance, regardless of their

and young people of compulsory education age who
out of school or not ieducation, employment of
trainingto gain the Maths and English Level
qualifications required to access further education g
training, including apprenticeships, and {@)ensue
that careers advice and guidance is accessible to Gy
Traveller and Roma students who have missed out
schooling; and what plans they have to ensureathat
Governmenbacked careers advisors receive traini
on Gypsy, Traveller and Roma cultupdL1430§

Baroness Berridge: The participation age haleen
raised so that young people are now required to conti
in education or training until their ¥8birthday. Young
people can do this through filme education, a job or
volunteering combined with patime study, or by
undertaking an apprenticeshipr traineeship. The

hrdackground.

We have prowed specific support for pupils from
P disadvantaged groups such as Gypsy, Traveller and
inRoma, special educational needs, and looked after
children. This includes investing over £1.7 million to test
pspew approaches to broaden aspirations and raise
oawarenessfgathways into training and work.

Our statutory guidance, first introduced in September
192012, requires that schools secure independent and
impartial careers guidance on the full range of education
and training options.

nue Members of the careers professiongluding careers
advisers are trained to give impartial careers, information,
advice and guidance. They work closely with school
|l eaders to develop careers
personal circumstance. They also take into account a

government has invested nearly £7 billion during t

hepupil 6s baadcdspirations: witkn giving them
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impartial careers advice. We will continue working wi
members of the careers profession, including the Car
Development Institute, to ensure careers advisers
other professionals receive adequate training to eng
them to deal with pupils from all backgrounds, includi
those from the traveller community.

Election Observers
Asked byBaroness Kennedy of Cradley

To ask Her Majesty's Government to whig
international elections the UK has sent observers
each year fsm 2015 to 202QHL14509

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: We do not hold a central
database of information related to the number of U
observers who have engaged on elections overseas.

Electric Vehicles
Asked byord Porter of Spalding

To ask Her Majesty's Government what plans th
have to provide (1) additional gport to councils to
electrify their vehicles, and (2) councils with advice ¢
how they can achieve electrification of their vehiclg
[HL1441§

Baroness Vere of Norbiton: Local authorities and
other public sector bodies are increasingly supporting
transition to zero emission vehicles, including electnidyi
their own fleets. The Government funds the Ener
Saving Trust (EST) to run the Local Government Supp
Programme, which provides impartial advice to log
authorities in England on fleet electrification, and wid
local policies to support zero emigsi vehicle uptake.

12 April 2021
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andur Road to Zero Strategy, published 2918, and
bleransition to support through other measures. As the
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h Baroness Vere of Norbiton: We signalled our

efigtention to manage an exit from the plingcar grant in

g market has developed, we have changed our criteria to
focus the plugn car grant on vehicles, which have the
greatest impact on reducing carbon emissions.

In March 2020, the Government exteddthe plugn
vehicle grant schemes for another three years to 2022/23.
For cars, the grant rate is being reduced from £3,000 to
£2,500 per car, allowing the funding to last longer and
hmake it available to 20% more drivers, with the cap
Neducing from£5@ 00 t o A35, 000.

of new vehicles, growing demand from customers and the

rapidly rising number of chargepoints, means we are

ktoday, refocusing our vehicle grants on the more
affordable zero emission vehicle$ where most
consumerswil be | ooking and
will make more of a difference.

Although the market is at an early stage, demand for
zero emission vans increased substantially in 2020, with
increased interest from commercial fleets. We expect this
eytrend to contine as more models are brought to market

and supply increases. Since the grant scheme was
nlaunched in 2012, it has since supported over 15,000
s.electric vans and HGVs across the UK. There are now

more than 20 models eligible for the grant and this
continuesa increase.

the The Government has pledged a £2.8 billion package of
measures to support industry and consumers to make the
gyswitch to cleaner vehicles including £1.3 billion for
oricharging infrastructure, £582 million for vehicle grants
a1and up to £1 billion to élp secure the transformation of
nr the automotive sector by developing and embedding the
next generation of automotive technologies in the UK.
nywWVe keep our policies and grant rates under review and

EST also provides a fleet management toolkit to gnyW

public or private organisation, which offers-depth,
impartial fleet support to help them reduce costs and li
the environmental impact of their fleet.

Government 6s U L Eogramrifee svak
launched in January 2015 and as well as funding charg
infrastructure, supported 296 uliav emission vehicles
across the public sector, including 90 in local authoritig
It also offered fleet reviews to 35 Public Sector Bodi
(including Local Authorities, NHS Trusts and Fire an
Rescue Services). We will continue to work with af
encourage local authorities to electrify their fleets and
apply for available funding for chargepoints in their loc|
areas.

Asked byBaroness Randerson

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessm|
they have made of theiecision to alter the grant
scheme for pludn electric vehicles, announced on 1
March, on demand for electric vehicles from (1) priva
individuals, and (2) fleet purchaseesid what dirther
financial encouragement they intend to provide to flg
purchasers in order toeet the Government's targets fq
ending sales of petrol and diesel cgrd.14459

will monitor the market closely, to ensure the grant
hifemainsan effective incentive and good value for money
for the taxpayer.

Asked by ord Porter of Spalding

g To ask Her Majesty's Government what steps they
have taken to ensure that (1) electricity networks have
capacityto facilitate themass rollout of electric
vehicles, and (2) the process of connecting electric
vehicle charging points to those networks is effective
and efficient{HL14595

Lord Callanan: Mechanisms are in place to ensure
networks are prepared for the significant new demand for
electricity from the transition to electric vehicles (EVS).
Ofgem, as thndependent regulator, use the price control
enframework to ensure that the network companies provide

the required infrastructure to deliver the capacity to meet
8 both current and future demand on the network.

€ Evs also offer new opportunities for consumersbe

part of a smarter and more flexible energy system. Smart
etcharging can help reduce the need for additional network
I investment by shifting charging to gfeak periods. In

ness

BS.
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2019, the Government consulted on mandating that all

The

wher e
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private charge points soldr anstalled in the UK must
have smart functionality and meet device

later this year.

Ensuring a smooth process for connecting EV charg
points to the electricity networks is the responsibitify
network operators at both the distribution af
transmission levels, and they are incentivised to do
through the regulatory framework, also set by Ofge
Officials from BEIS and the Office for Zero Emissio
Vehicles regularly meet both network operat and
connection customers, such as fleet operators, from ac
the country to discuss the connection process and en
that the needs of consumers are placed at the heart o
EV transition.

Electric Vehicles: Charging Points
Asked byord Porter of Spalding

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessm
they have made of the rodélocal councils in
delivering electric vehicle charging infrastructure f{
meet the Governmentods 2
new diesel and petrol cars in the UKL14417

Baroness Vere of Norbiton: Local councils have an
important role to play in the transition to zero emissi
driving and we are working with them to phase out t
sale of new petrol and diesel cars and vans by 2030.
Go v e r n meSireebResidenial Chargepoint Schen|
(ORCS) is available to all UK @@l authorities to provide
charging infrastructure for those without private parkin
More than 105 local authorities have already tak

12 April 2021
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Eleven Plus
Asked by ord Watson of Invergowrie

To ask Her Majesty's Governmehnow many pupils

ng entered the Xplus examination in (1) 2019, and (2)
2020.[HL14399

20 Asked by ord Watson of Invergowrie
m.  To ask Her Majesty's Government how many pupils
n qualifying for Pupil Premium funding entered the-11
plus examination in (1) 2019, and (2) 20@4.1440Q
;?Jsrz Asked by ord Watson of Invergowrie
fthe To ask Her Majesty's Government how many pupils
qualifying for Pupil Premium funding achieved a
gualifying score or pass mark in the -filus

examination in (1) 2019, and (2) 202AL14407

Baroness Berridge:The department does not hold this
information. Selection tests are administered locally, and
€nthe department does not routinely collect information on

individual tests.
(0]

D30 t sal e

ar g?_et to end the
English Language: Education
Asked byBaroness Hooper

PN To ask Her Majesty's Government what steps they
'€ intend to take to support the economic role of UK
The English Language Schools accredited by the British
'€ Council following the reduction irheir income during
the Covid-19 pandemidHL14317

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: The Government will

«Q

en

advantage of the scheme, funding more than 3,30@0ntinue to support the UK English Language Training

chargepoints. We encourage local authorities to apply
funding to povide chargers for their residents.

We provided £40 million of funding via our Go Ultrg
Low city scheme to 8 cities across the UK, to supp

uptake of ultra low emission vehicles in those cities. O el

3,500 chargepoints were installed as part of thigmseh

Bristol, London, Milton Keynes and Nottingham haye

been delivering ambitious plans to become glok
exempl ar s of ultra | ow

scheme also provided £5 million of development fundi
for specific initiatives in Dundee, Oxfor&ork and the

fofELT) sector, working closely with English UKwhich
manages the Accreditation UK quality assurance scheme
! for UK ELT centres in partnership with the British
Hricouncil - and others to cordinate efforts to boost UK
ducation exports. The Government also continues to
support the UK ELT sector more broadly through the
global 'Education is GREAT' campaign. The Chancellor
confirmed the Coronavirus Job Retention Sch¢GuRS)
L will he_extended unil eptembe
;gegidge% inr?oﬁnce(y ogn @QM?irfh%ZOZJ.{f range of further
measures to support all businesses, including those not
9 ligible for the business rates holiday, such as language

al

North East region. The Government has committed 9

million at Spending Review to fund local electric vehic
charging infrastructure, in particular to support the r
out of larger, orstreet charging schemes and rapid huy
in England.

Later this year, the Government will publish an electr
vehicle Infrastructure Strategy, which will explore th
roles and responsibilities for central government g
wider stakeholders involved in the deployment
charging infrastructure. As part of this, waill be
engaging with local authorities, charge point operat
and other stakeholders to ensure that future charg
infrastructure is practical, accessible and deliverable.

e schools, has also been madilable.

Il The FCDO has provided significant support to the
bsBritish Council to help mitigate the financial impact of
the pandemic on their operations.

c
e
nd
Df

Environmental Stewardship Scheme
Asked byBaroness Hayman of Ullock

To ask Her Majesty'Sovernment what steps they are
Prs taking to investigate any differences reported in the
INg application of Higher Level Stewardship extensions on

common landiHL1427Q

of

20pL1g e 202
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Lord Gardiner of Kimble: We are offering extension

of one year to suitable expiring Higher Level Stewardsi

(HLS) agreements, as an alternative eotry into the
Countryside Stewardship Scheme, ahead of

12 April 2021
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Lord Parkinson of Whitley Bay: The new Turing

provide funding for school pupils to participate in

theénternational placements and exchangesl the scheme

ipScheme, which replaces the Erasmus+ programme, will

introduction of new schemes such as Sustainable Farminig now open for schools to apply to. The scheme does not

Incentive, Local

Recovery.

Nature Recovery and Landscal

The Rural Payments Agency (RPA) published t
criteria used to offer HLS extensiomhich can be found
on the GOV.UK website.

We understand that some may not agree with
decision so we have included an opportunity to revi
decisions not to offer an extension formally. We knqg
that the position on common land is more complex g
RPA is working closely with Natural England an
commoners to resolve any differences of opinion.

Asked byBaroness Hayman of Ullock

To ask Her Majesty's Government what support th
intend to provide to Higher Level Stewardsh
agreement holders to ensure a sthotransition to
theEnvironmental Land Management Schem
[HL14272

Lord Gardiner of Kimble: There are a range of
options being provided to help farmers continue
manage their land sustainably and prepare to take pa
new schemes as they are introduced.

Defra will be offering certain Higher Level Stewdahip
(HLS) agreement holders the opportunity to extend th
agreements as their existing agreements expire, if t

=
(0]

W

i

p

e.

to

ey

peprovide a likefor-like replacement of the eTwinning

online platform. In considering what elements of the
Erasmus+ programme we would immediately replicate

under the Turing Scheme, weigritised funding school

pupils and students to participate in exchanges in person,
to ensure that as many pupils as possible can benefit,

oppatunity to travel abroad to experience different

independence.

Ethiopia: Humanitarian Situation
Asked byrhe Marquess of Lothian

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessme
they have made of (ihe remarks made by the Prime
Mi ni ster of Et hi opia on
t hat atrocities have bee

lhéncluding a focus on widening access for disadvantaged
PWstudents. We want to give as many pupils as possible the

Nccultures, improve their language skills, and build their

nt

23
n

and (2) the humanitarian situation in northern Ethiopia.

[HL1465Q

1IN ord Ahmad of Wimbledon: We welcome Prime
Abiy's statement on 23 March that the

Minister
perpetrators o human rights atrocities in Ethiopia's

eilTigray region should face justicewhoever they are. We
heyeed to see action now to stop further atrocities and to

wish to do so and meet the extension criteria. The criteriallow for the independent investigation of those that have

ensure that the agreements continue to deliver posi
environmental outcomesnd protect our Priority Habitatg
and SSSis.

Additionally, it is now possible for HLS agreemer
holders to apply for the Countryside Stewardship Cap
grants offer alongside their HLS agreement, where th
wish to undertake new works. Alternatively, agment
holders can apply for a new fiwgar Countryside
Stewardship agreement if they want to make change
their land management options.

These opportunities will help to bridge the gap betwe
current agreements and the start of the Sustaing
Farmirg Incentive, Local Nature Recovery an
Landscape Recovery schemes, ensuring a continuatio

both environmental benefits, and funding for agreemen

holders.

Erasmus+ Programme
Asked byBaroness Bennett of Manor Castle

To ask Her Majesty's Government whaans they
have to replace the eTwinning scheme, which eng
when they withdrew from the Erasmus+ programn
[HL14427

t

[0}

d

D

e.

tiveccurred. Since the conflict started,

bl

theK Uhas
consistently called for an end to fighting, and for all
parties to the conflict to prioritise the protection of
civilians.

tal The UK has also been consistent in calling for free and
ewnfettered humanitarian access to the 4.5 million people

in Tigray in reed. The Foreign Secretary raised the need
for humanitarian access to Tigray with Prime Minister

5 tAbiy during his visit to Ethiopia and pressed for a

political dialogue to bring lasting peace to the region. The

Minister for Africa reenforced the urgency dhe need

or humanitarian access when he spoke with the Ethiopian
Ambassador on 24 February. The presence of Eritrean

h gfoops in Tigray is one the main barriers to humanitarian

ccess and they should leave Ethiopia immediately.

umanitarian providers musie protected to ensure they
can help those in need. Ukinded aid agencies in Tigray

are delivering support in challenging circumstances,
including food, shelter, water and healthcare. A joint
humanitarian and political team from the British Embassy
in Addis Ababa visited Mekelle on 5 March. They heard
harrowing accounts of human rights violations, the

e hallenges of aid delivery and how some of the £15.4m of

K Aid is helping to support those affected by the Tigray

conflict. The Government of Ethiopia muatt now to
protect its people.

Y
co
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Ethnic Groups: Coronavirus
Asked byBaroness Ritchie of Downpatrick

To ask Her Majesty's Government what discussid
they have had witbommunitybased organisations
about supportin®AME communities to recover from
the impat of theCovid-19 pandemigHL14463

Lord Greenhalgh: Government has been engagirn
with communitybased organisations to reach, engage &
communicate with those disproportionately impacted
Covid-19, in particular people from Black Asian Minority
Ethnic (BAME) communities. Through our communit
champions scheme we are working with organisatio
such as Strengthening Faith Institutions and Né
Neighbours, that have successful track record
delivering initiatives in grass root communities to suppq
BAME communities recover from the impact©@bvid-19
pandemic.

These organisations work directly with communities
identify and train community champions. Government
working with them to promoterelational community
engagement, including tp-date public health message
and to promote positive messages within governm
guidelines on how to make local activities safg
Government is also working with them to develd
resilience and increase meckans for outreach,
communication and engagement, and is develop

12 April 2021
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population; and what plans they have to address any

such relationship as part of their Crd3evenment

Suicide Prevention Work plan, published in January
ns 2019.[HL14497

Lord Bethell: The Government has made no formal
assessment of these studies, nor of the relationship
between the legislation of assisted suicide and the rate of

g suicide in the general population.

and

by Export Health Certificates

" Asked byBaroness Hayman of Ullock

ns, To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment
par they have made of their decision to delay the
of requirement for export health certificates for Products
rt of Animal Origin on the ability of the British Veterinary
Associ at i on 6 sventmeseasedncussiorn to

the UK.[HL14269

0 Lord Gardin er of Kimble: There are no biosecurity
ISrisks from delay. The agreement reached with the EU

means the UK and EU have highly similar animal and
S plant health measures, now the transition period has
FNended.

D Moving forward, we are committed to maintaining high
biosecurity, food safety and animal welfare standards.
nél’his includes the introduction of the staged SPS controls.

=

strategic communications which trains those communitjes In advance of the implementation of the new regime of

and supports BAME community organisations to sustg
scaleup and developCovid-19 response projects an
activities to recover fronmpact of the pandemic.

European Institute of Human Sciences
Asked by ord Pearson of Rannoch

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessm
they have made of the activities of the Europe
Institute for Human Sciences in respect of any risk
(1) UK natonal security, and (Zhe incidence of anti
Semitism[HL14455

Lord Greenhalgh: We do not comment on individua
cases.

The Government is committed to tackling those w
spread views that promote violence and hatred agd
individuals and communities in our society, and th
radicalise others into terrorism

Euthanasia and Suicide

Asked byBaroness GreyThompson

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessm
they have made of (1) the study 'Does Euthanasia H
a Dampening Effect on Suicide Rates? Recg

inchecks, we already have controls in place on high risk

4§ goods. This includes Products ofifal Origin that are
subject to additional safeguard measures, and the
Government remains able to take emergency safeguard
action at very short notice to prohibit or restrict the
importation of certain products from certain countries
following an outbrealof disease or a public health issue,
such as avian influenza.

ent

?2 Ferries: Wales

Asked by ord Roberts of Llandudno

To ask Her Majesty's Government what recent
assessment they have made
departure from the EU on ferry crossings framldnd

ho to Welsh ports since 1 Januajil14533

INSt Baroness Vere of Norbiton: The Department for
atTransport has had a number of discussions with ferry, port
and haulage operators, in relation to Irish Sea traffic,
since 1 January. It is too early to identify any longgm
trends or say what the longerm impats will be. The
Government is, however, confident that Welsh ports, and
Holyhead in particular, will continue to provide critical
emoutes to and from the Republic of Ireland and continental
avEurope, irrespective of direct links for haulage between
entreland and France. The land bridge route has significant

Experiences from the Netherlands', published in theadvantages for hauliers over maritime routes and the

Journal of Ethics in Mental Health on 28 Decemb
2017, and (2) the relationship between the legalisat]

er Government is confident that Welsh ports will continue to
onhrive, as we build on the opportunities provided by being

of assisted suicide and suicide rates in the gen

erean independent trading nation.

pre
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Commi ssionbs decision to
Football Index, ang2) whether the level afversight of
that company's activities was adequgt®.14495

To ask Her Majesty’'s Government what discussiqns paroness Barran: The government is monitoring the

they have had with theinancial Ombudsman Service
about (1) the Ombudsman’'s mass claims unit, and| (2}

the affordability ofmassclaims relating to consume
credit companiegHL14653

Asked by ord Naseby

To ak Her Majesty's Government whether (1) the
or (2) the Financial Conduct Authoritgpprovedhe

situation with Football Index obely and Ministers [the
ecretary of State and Minister for Media and Data] have
met the Gambling Commission twice to receive urgent
reports. A live investigation by the Commission is
ongoing. The Commission has been in close contact with
the Jersey Gaminlg Commission throughout this case
¥, and continues to work closely with them. Further

information can be found on

use by the Financial Ombudsman Service of 'massttps://mwww.gamblingcommission.gov.uk/neastion

claims' to deaWith claims againstonsumer credit
companiesHL14654

Lord Agnew of Oulton: The Treasury is in regulaf
dialogue with the Financial Ombudsman Seevi(FOS)
including on matters relating to consumer
affordability and redress claims.

To help alleviate the pressure on firms, the F(

currently sets the number of free cases at 25. From the¢
th complaint onwards, businesses are currently charged

£650 case fee to cover the cost of subsequent compla
brought against them, regardless outcome. It is
estimated that nine in ten businesses whose custor]
bring complaints to the H

It is important to note that the FOS is an independ
nortgovernmental body which makes decisions within t
statutory framework aged by Parliament. The
Government is not involved in the d&yday operations
of the FOS.

The independence of the FOS is vital to its role.
credibility, authority and value to consumers would
undermined if it were possible for the Government
intervene in its decision making.

Football Index
Asked by ord Sikka

To ask Her Majesty's Government on what dates

capital adequacy and stress tests were carried out by
UK Gambling Commission on Football Index; and wh
the outcome was of those cheqk$.1447Q

Asked byt ord Sikka

To ask Her Majesty's Gowement what discussions
they have had with the Jersey Gambling Commiss
regarding capital adequacy and stress tests carried
on Football IndexHL14472

Asked by ord Foster of Bath

To ask Her Majesty's Government
assessmerthey have made of the impact of th
collapse of Football IndexdL14494

Asked by ord Foster of Bath

To ask Her Majests Government what

credlit operators.

what

andstatistics/news/2021/BetIindexpdate.aspx

The Gambling Commission does not carry out capital
adequacy and stress tests, which would normally apply to
banks, or routinely monitor the financial viability of
It looks at suitability when licensing an
operator, including their financial circumstances, and may
psreview these aspects in the coursk its compliance
L Jgctivity. The Commission will investigate where there is
gvidence that operators have breached licence conditions.

ints

Football: World Cup

ners
OS wo mdkdd byPordYDodds oV Duricairs € f ees .
P 15 ask  Her Majesty's  Government  what

ne discussionshey have hadvith the Northern Ireland

Executive about the joint bid for hosting the FIFA
Men's World Cupn 2030.[HL14379

ts Baroness Barran: We regularly engage with the
he Northern Ireland Executive, as well as the other Devolved
toAdministrations, on a range of sporting matters. This
includes discussions around a potential UK aredahd

bid to host the 2030 FIFA World Cup which is being
coordinated across the five Football Associations in the
UK and Ireland.

" Forced Marriage
e
at Asked byThe Lord Bishop of St Albans

To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to the
Written Answer byBaroress Williams of Trafford on 8
March (HL13499), how many cases were brought
forward for (1) forcing someone to marry, and (2)

ON preaching a forced marriage protection order, under the

OUtAnti-social Behaviour, Crime and Policing Act 2014, in
(a) 2014, (b) 2015(c) 2016, (d) 2017, (e) 2018, (f)
2019, and (g) 2020HL14199

Baroness Williams of Trafford: The number of

e offences forced marriage recorded by police forces in
England Wales able to supply data to the Home Office
can be found in the table. Data for the whole of 2020 is
not yet available. This will includeases where an attempt
to commit a forced marriage offence was thwarted as well

assessmerthey have made of (1) the Gambling

as completed offences.

gr a
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Table: Forced marriage offences, England and Wales*

Year Number of offenc
2015 44
2016 9¢
2017 7€
2018 12¢
2019 131

*Excludes policeforces: Kent, Wiltshire, Staffordshire
Humberside and Greater Manchester Police
Foreign Nationals: Myanmar
Asked by ord Alton of Liverpool

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assistar

they are providing to citizens of Myanmar currently |n

theUK who annot safely return to their country;
andwhat plans they have to (bjfer visa extensions to,

and (2) adapt the Leave outside the Immigration Rules had been made aware of the Parliamentary Question

for, those peoplgHL14554
Lord Greenhalgh: Under the PointsBasedSystem,
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Frigates: Procurement
Asked by ord West of Spithead

To ask Her Majesty's Government how many frigates
they plan to be in commission ¢h) 1 April 2026, and
(2) 1 April 2027.[HL14609

Baroness Goldie:Shipbuilding investmenwill double

over the life of this Parliament rising to over £1.7 billion a
year; this investment will allow us to increase the number
of Frigates and Destroyers beyond the 19 we currently

have by the end of the decade. Orders for the Type 26 and

Type 31Frigates have already been placed and will be
introduced from around the mildte 2020s.

GAM Greensill Supply Chain Finance Fund

ce

Asked byord Myners

To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to the
Written Answer byLord Young of Cookham on 24
June 2019 (H16211), whether they received a
response from the Financial Conduct Authority after it

regarding GreensillHL14288

Lord Agnew of Oulton: The Financial Conduct

there are a comprehensive range of work and study rodteaythority acknowledged notification of the Parliamentary
OQuestion regarding Greensill referenced the Written

t Answer by Lord Young of Cookham on 24 June 2019
(HL16211).

and most visa holders can apply to extend their stay
switch from one immigration route to another witho
having to leave the UK.

For individuals who are unable to returntteir home
country due to the impact of theovid pandemic, they
can apply under the Exceptional Assurance which can
found at the following link;

Coronavirus Covid-19): advice for UK visa applicants
and temporary UK residertsGOV.UK (www.gov.uk)

As there are currently no flights to Myanma

individuals will fall within the scope of this policy. Wher¢

be

no other route is applicable, individuals can also apply for

Leave Outside the Rules.

Given the wide number of options already availal]
there are no ptes to offer a blanket extension.

Fraud: City of London Police
Asked byt ord Sikka

To ask Her Majesty's Government whether the Cjty
1)
sponsorship, or (2) funding, from Lloyds Banking

of London Police Fraud unit has received any

Group.[HL14343

Baroness Williams of Trafford: City of London
Police (CoLP) ented into a thregear funding

agreement for a total of £1.5m with Lloyds Banking

Gambling: Health Services
Asked by ord Foster of Bath

To ask Her Majesty's Government what consideration
they will give to gamblingelated harm as part of their
forthcomingcrossgovernment  Addiction  Strategy.
[HL14493

Lord Bethell: Due to the pressures of theovid-19

pandemic, work on the cros&overnment addictions

Iestrategy has been delayed. While the scope of the strategy

is yet to be determined, it is likely to include gambling
related harms.

Gambling: Internet
Asked by ord Fosterof Bath

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment
they have made of the case for a product licensing
regime for online gambling productsiL14492

Asked by ord Hay of Ballyore

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment

Group in 2019. This agreement has been used to fund they have made of levels of online problem gambling.
initiatives across policing to reduce fraud and economic [HL1450Q

crime.

This is in line with
pubic-private sector Economic Crime Plan that will ¢
economic crime, including fraud. T

t he

t

Asked by ord Hay of Ballyore .
goals of the governmentos
To ask Her Majesty'§sovernment what assessment

they have made of the support from large technology

j

o
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companies for tackling online problem gambling. diverse views. As well as this consultation, officials

[HL14507

Baroness Barran: The government launched it

Review of the Gambling Act 2005 on 8 December with

the publication of a Call for Evidence. As part of the wi
scope of thaReview, we have called for evidence on th
case for greater controls on the design of online gamb
products, including preelease testing.

We welcome steps taken by technology companies
support people who are experiencing problem gambli
Thisincudes Googlebds recentl
its users to opt out of gambling advertising.

According to the 2016 Combined Health Survey, t
rate of problem gambling among those who had gamj
online during the past year was 3.5%. The 2018 Heg
Survey for England found a problem gambling rate
4.2% among pastear online gamblers.

Gay Conversion Therapy and Gender
Recognition

Asked by ord Black of Brentwood

To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to ti
report by the United Nations Independent &stpon
protection against violence and discrimination based
sexual orientation and gender identRgport on
Conversion Therapy, published in February 2020, w
assessment they have made of its findings; and W
plans they have this year to take fordiathe
recommendation to ban conversion thergigy.14617]

Asked by ord Black of Brentwood

To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to ti
report by The International Lesbian, Gay, Bisexu
Trans and Intersex Association Curbing deception
world survey of legal restriction of smlled
"conversion therap&, published in 2020, what
assessment they have made of its findings, especially
strategies to restrict conversion therapy practic
[HL14618

Asked byt ord Black of Brentwood

To ask Her Majesty's Government what plans th
have to include bans on attempts to change someqg
gender identity with any bawn conversion therapy
practicesfHL14619

Asked bytord Black of Brentwood

To ask Her Majesty's Government whether thg
research on conversion therapy practices in the UK
included consultation with (1) religious organisatio
opposed to a ban, and (2) survivor groups and victi
[HL1462Q

Baroness Berridge: The Government will ban
conversion therapy. Theah will cover both sexual
orientation and gender identity. How we ban the
practices is a complex issue that we must get rig

continue toassess the most p-date evidence, including
t hat of t he UNbG s
Orientation and Gender Identity and of the International
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Trans and Intersex Association.
We have also undertaken research to understaatqes,
experiences and impacts associated with conversion
g?herapy and will publish this in due course. The
Government is working at pace on this issue and will
Qutline its plans shortly.

ng.
y announcedGeBrbians
he Asked by ord Wharton of Yarm

led  To ask Her Majesty's Governmmenmhat steps they are
ith s taking to agree a vidaee facilitation regime with the
pf government of GeorgigiL14402

e
e
in

to all ow

Baroness Williams of Trafford: Decisions on changes
to the visa regime are taken following thorough
consultation across government and reflect key facets of
the bilateral relationship with the ooty concerned.
These often include security, compliance, returns, and
prosperity.
'€ There are no current plans to change the visa regime for

Georgia.
on
Graduates and Work Experience

Asked byord Taylor of Warwick

To ask Her Majesty's Government what disoussi
they have had with universities regarding (1) the
technical skills, and (2) the employability, of graduates;
e and what steps they are taking to increase practical
" work experience opportunities for young people.

, [HL14544

Lord Parkinson of Whitley Bay: Since the
announcement of our Higher Technical Educat&forms
it July 2020, we have engaged with a number of
esuniversities. Whilst we want to see further education
colleges expanding their higher technical provision, we
also want universities to offer more higher technical
qualifications or apprenticeships, hith are a more
eyfocused and better targeted route for students, employers,
nessd the economy.

Many universities are already delivering higher, level 6
plus, and degree apprenticeships. We regularly engage
with the higher education sector, including via highe
_education provider representative bodies, to encourage
Ifmore universities to work with employers to deliver
haﬁpprenticeship training wherever there is employer need.

hat
hat

s , . .
L We recognise that a number of education leavers will

S - .
face challenges gaining employmentedio the ongoing
adverse impact on the UK labour market and economy of
the Covid-19 pandemic.

The government is doing all it can to help people who
S€are at the start of their career journey. The Department for
htwork and Pensions has successfully recruitest 43,500

Officials continue to consult a range of organisations w|

thnew work coaches by end of March 2021. This will

I ndependel
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ensure that high quality work search support is availal
to those who need it. T
Graduates competition has awarded £5.6 million to
projects across England to helgpaduates into local
employment opportunities.

As part of the gover nme
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blof an FCAregulated firm, under lhose supervision it

16not itself supervised or authorised by the FCA. Greensill
Capital Securities Ltd is no longer an Appointed
Representative.

plan for jobs announced on 8 July 2020, we are investingupervsed Greensill Bank AG, Greensill Capital (UK)

an additional £32 million in the National Careers Servi
up to March 2022. This investment will provid
individual careers advice for 269,000 mgeople whose
jobs or learning have been affected@yvid-19.

The Skills Toolkit has free courses to help graduates

learn new skills, including general skills that apply to &ll

sectors and more specialised skills. In September 202(
added additionatourses to The Skills Toolkit with new

content including a rang
readiness6 skills that e
new recruits.

The Department for Education is working wit

Universities UK, the Association of Graduaareers

CeLimited or any member of their group.
[ The UK Financial Authorities were not involved in the
acquisition of Greensill Bank AG by Greensill Capital

toPTY in 2014.
Asked byord Myners

To ask Her Majesty's Governmerfurther to the

o Written Ansower b)é_o(gd Agn?w of Oéjlt90n og
FI—?L 3825),wHa{recorasé, th%y hold 1) .

np co?ré’sﬁoﬁd%ncer, € 0(é)t telépﬂo%ey caln\"/"e}sa ic()ans, '
bet ween ministers and offi
N Treasury, (b) the Cabinet Office, or (c) tBepartment
for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy about (i)

we

Advisory Services, the Institute of Student Employers,
Office for Students, and the sector to understand

he | ex Greensill, (i) representatives of Greensill Capital,
at or (jii) the Rt Hon David Cameromn matters relating

more we can do to support graduates who are looking to tg Greensill CapitafHL14333

enter the labour market or continue their studies at
challenging time. Té Oof fice for
Graduates competition has awarded £5.6 million to
projects across England to help local graduates into Ig
employment opportunities.

Work experience is important for getting into an
career. The careers statutory guidanwkes it clear that
schools should offer work placements, work experien
and other employébased activities as part of their careg
strategy for year 83 pupils and that secondary schog
should offer every young person at least seven encour]
with employers during their education.

We are providing valuable support to schools a
colleges to provide work experience through The Care
and Enterprise Company, which has been given the {
of increasing access to work experience for young peo
Guidarce around work experience can also be found
the National Careers Service website.

Greensill

Asked by ord Myners

To ask Her Majesty's Government what role the
Financial Conduct Authority,
Regulation Authority, played in grantingegulatory

approval for Greensill Capital or its associates; and

whether they advised BaFin in connection with t
acquisition of Greensill Bank in GermaniL14287

Lord Agnew of Oulton: Greensill Capital (UK)
Limited was not authorised by the FCA. It was
registered entity under the MoneyLaundering
Regulations, which means that it was subject to F(
regulation only for compliance with Anrloney
Laundering rules, not for wider conduct issues. Green

and (2) Prudential

gst Lerg Agnew gf Ouyltgn:c Sepior civil servants and

1g@ninisters routinely meet and correspond with a raoige

cdrivate sector stakeholders. Transparency releases are
published on a quarterly basis, and are currently publicly
available for Senior Official and Ministerial meetings up

Y to and including September 2020, which is in line with

Cenormal reporting timelineon disclosures.

IFS Asked byord Myners
s

ters To ask Her Majesty's Government, further the
Written Answer reply by.ord Agnew of Oulton on 16
March (HL13828), whether David Cameron attended
ors &Ny meetings with ministers or civil servants relating to
sk Greensill Capal.[HL14415

ple. Lord Agnew of Oulton: Senior civil servats and
omministers routinely meet and correspond with a range of
private sector stakeholders. Transparency releases are
published on a quarterly basis, and are currently publicly
available for Senior Official and Ministerial meetings up
to and including Septber 2020, which is in line with
normal reporting timelines on disclosures.

nd

1) Asked by ord Sikka
To ask Her Majesty's Government what records they
have of (1) the dates of meetings between the Financial
Conduct Authority, the directors of Greensill Capital
and that companyo6s
matters discussed at any such meetitdjs14425

ne

a Lord Agnew of Oulton: This is a matter for the
Financial Conduct Authority (FCA), which s
CAoperationally independent from Government. The

guestion has been passed on to the FCA. The FCA will
Silkeply directly b the noble Lord by letter. A copy of the

Capital Securities Ltd was an Appointed Representativéetter will be placed in the Library of the House.

nt A so thie indslttee BEhR ©foBhGlahd autRofised & 9 €

h eouldxbniductcseme fegullated dtivitidseHowewed, it was ¢ a |

fL6March,
o Pypowor k
n

Ci

audi tors
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Asked byt ord Sikka

To ask Her Majesty's Government on what dafes

capital adequacy and stress tests were carried ou
Greensill Capital; and what the outcome vaedisthose
checks[HL14467

Lord Agnew of Oulton: Greersill Capital (UK)

Limited was not authorised by the FCA. It was |a
Money Laundering

registered entity under the
Regulations, which means that the FCA supervised it
only for compliance with AntMoney Laundering rules,
not for wider conduct issues. GredlhCapital Securities
Ltd was an Appointed Representative of an FC
regulated firm, under whose supervision it could cond
some regulated activities. However, it was not its
supervised or authorised by the FCA. Greensill Cap
Securities Ltd is ndconger an Appointed Representative.

At no time has the Bank of England authorised
supervised Greensill Capital (UK) Limited or an
member of their group.

Given Greensill Capital was not authorised by the Bgnk

of England or the FCA no capital adequacystress tests
were required or carried out.

Asked byt ord Sikka

To ask Her Majesty's Government what record th

have of (1) letters, (2) emails, (3) phone calls, (4) te
messages, and (5) other communications, from forn

Prime Minister DavidCameron to officials in (a) the
Treasury, and (b) the Department for Business, Ene|

and Industrial Strategy, in connection with Greeng

Capital [HL14469

Lord Agnew of Oulton: Senior civil servants and
ministers routinely meet and correspond with a range|
private sector stakeholders. Transparency rekeasre
published on a quarterly basis, and are currently publi
available for Senior Official and Ministerial meetings
to and including September 2020, which is in line wi
normal reporting timelines on disclosures.

Asked byord Myners

To ask Her Mgsty's Government why Greensil
Capital remains listed on the British Business Ba
website as an accredited lendei.14524

Lord Callanan: The British Business Bank is taske
with administering the Covid9 debt guarantee scheme
to ensure compliance with its terms. The details of

compliance activity Wwh individual lenders is a
commercially sensitive matter.
While the Bank | ooks int

able to originate new lending that benefits from
Government guarantee.
Greensill and Sanjeev Gupta
Asked by ord Myners

To ask Her Majestg Government whether records
HM Treasury record or refer to any conversation si

rTce [HL14528

ril 2021 Page35

1 January between David Cameron and ministers or
senior civil servants relating to (a) Mr Lex Greensill,
(b) Greensill Capital, or (¢) Mr Sanjeev Gupta and his
businessg and if so, whether they will place copies of
these records in the Library of the Houys#.14414

on

Lord Agnew of Oulton: Senior civil servants and
ministers routinely meet and correspond with a range of
private sector stakeholders. Transparency releases are
ublished on a quarterly basis, and are currenilyliply
vailable for Senior Official and Ministerial meetings up
to and including September 2020, which is in line with
normal reporting timelines on disclosures.

bu

i\
ict
p|f

tal

Greensill and SoftBank
Asked byord Myners

To ask Her Majesty's Government whether (1)
ministers, or (2) senior civil servants, have met either
(a) Mr Lex Greensill, or (b) representatives of Greensill
Capital or SoftBank, since 1 January; and if so, (i) who
attended the meeting, and (i) on what dates were the
meetings heldHL14286

or
y

Lord Agnew of Oulton: Senior civil servants and
ministers routinely meet and correspond with a range of
eyprivate sector stakeholders. Transparency releases are
pxtpublished on a quarterly basis, and are currently publicly
neavailable for Senior Official and Ministerial meetings up
to and including Septembe020, which is in line with
rgyormal reporting timelines on disclosures.

ill

Greensill: Coronavirus Business Interruption
Loan Scheme

of

Asked byord Myners
cly To ask Her Majesty's Government (1) when, and (2)
t‘;for wh at reasons, t hey

approwal as a Coronavirus Business Interruption Loan
Scheme lendefHL14285

Lord Callanan: The British Business Bank is tasked
| with administering the Coronavirus Business Interruption
nkLoan Scheme (CBILS) to ensure compliance with its
terms. The details of its compliance activity with
" individual lenders is a commaally sensitive matter.

s While the Bank |l ooks into
it@ble to originate new lending that benefits from a
Government guarantee.

o] it

a

Gr «egendillt Money Laarrdéering o n
Asked by ord Myners

To ask Her Majesty's Government what discussions
they had with the Financial Conduct Authority (FCA)
about Greensill Capital and amtioney laundering
regulations; and on what dates the FCA visited
Greensill Capital in relation to such regulations.

t

wi t h
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Lord Agnew of Oulton: The FCA is the supervisor fof
firms registered as Annex 1 firms under the Mon
Laundering Regulations 2017. Greensill Capital U
(Limited) was not authorised by the FCA. It was
registered entity under the Money Launderi
Regulations, which means that it was subject to F(
regulation only for compliance with ARNoney
Laundering ries, not for wider conduct issues. Greeng
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We recognise there needs to be a temporary solution in
by place for residents to be able to cross the river whilst the
K bridge is closed. As part of the TfL bailout last October
awe provided funding to TfL to set up and run a ferry

g service.

CA We have receied outline financing options for the

| longterm bridge repair from LBHF but require much

il more detail before they can be properly assessed. We are

of an FCAregulated firm, under whose supervision
could conduct some regulated activities. However, it W
not itself supervised or authorised by the F@¥Xeensill
Capital Securities Ltd is no longer an Appointg
Representative

It would not be appropriate for HM Treasury t
comment on the actions taken by an independent regul
regarding an individual firm.

Grenfell Tower: Fires
Asked by ord Kennedy & Southwark

To ask Her Majesty's Government how maf
residents made homeless by the fire at Grenfell Toy
are still in temporary accommodatighlL 14642

Lord Greenhalgh: All 201 households from Grenfell
Tower and Grenfell Walk have accepted an offer
accommodation, and over 95% (195 households) h
moved into a new permanent home

Currently 6 households are not yet in permanent hon
These households are currently living in high qual
temporary accommodation. The Council is working wi
these households at a pace that suits them.

Hammersmith Bridge: Repairs and
Maintenance

Asked by ord Goodlad

To ask Her Majesty's Government what steps they
taking to expedite the +epening of Hammersmith
Bridge.[HL14439

Baroness Vere of Norbiton: As
Hammersmith Bridge, the London
Hammersmith and Fulham (LBHF) is responsible for t
maintenace, repair and decisiamaking on its upkeep.

The Government has ensured that £4 million is be
spent on the stabilisation and repair of the bridge via

owners of

TfL Extraordinary Funding and Financing package agre

on 31 October 2020. This has funded mtiig)a works

which will give us a better insight into the condition ¢

the bridge and desk the overall works programme

Borough ¢

it further.
as

Hate Crime: Gender
Asked by ord Lucas

P To ask Her Mjesty's Government, further to the
AlOr statement by Baroness Williams of Trafford on 17

d

March (HL Deb, col 371) ,
basiso they #fwill ask poli
any crimes of violence against the person, including
stalking and harassment, as well as sexual offences
where the victim perceives it to have been motivated by
y a hostility based on their
verrecord the sex of the vict

legal sex or of their seiflentified sex[HL14389

Baroness Williams of Trafford: The Home Offte is
ofdiscussing this request with the police in the near future,
avéollowing which further details about the data collection
will be made available.

es.

ty Health and Social Care Act 2008 (Regulated
th  Activities) (Amendment) Regulations 2021

Asked byBaroness Haymarof Ullock

To ask Her Majesty's Government what plans they
have to lay before Parliament thiealth and Social
Care Act 2008 (Regulated Activitiehmendment)
Regulations 202#irafted by the Joint Committee on
are Human Rights{HL12997

Lord Bethell: The Government acknowledges the
drafted regulations and respied to the Joint Committee
on Human Rights regarding them on 22 February 2021.
 Although we have considered using these regulations to
hehelp allow care home visiting, we have decided to pursue

nonlegislative routes, which allow us to move more
n swiftly in changing circumstances and to accommodate
he Il care homes.

ed We recognise the very significant impact that restricting
visiting in care homes and mental health settings has had
f on residents, their family and loved ones.

We are taking a carefully balanced, skgpstep

helping expedite the lontgrm repairs. This is a vital step approach to opening up more visiting opportunities. New

before any other engineering works can be undertaken

We have commissionedngineering experts to asses

the condition of the bridge and their reports suggested

visiting arrangements started on 8 March and every care
s home should enable each resident to nominate one named
theerson who can make regular, indoor visits.

logic keeping the bridge entirely closed could be revisited Those residents with the highest careeds can also

t
c

h
e

S
m

isnomi nate an fnEssenti al Care (

visit more often in order to provide essential care. They

following the above works. We continue to explore th
possibility with LBHF and their engineering contsuits.
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will have the same testing and personal protect
equipment arrangements as care home staff.

Our guidance makes clear that eahomes should
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veas required by Standing Order 45 of the House, when the
High Speed Rail (West Midlands to Crewe) Bill was
deposited in July 2017. There is no requirement for the

support this visiting as the default. We are working with EStimate of Expense to be updated, although other

the care home sector to encourage and enable care h
to do so.

Health Education
Asked byt ord Bourne of Aberystwyth

To ask Her Majesty's Government wisédps they are

taking topromote health and wellbeing nationally.

[HL14624

Lord Bethell: In summer 2020 Public Health Englan
| aunched the O0Better Heal
radio and digital campaign to support the nation to t3g
simple steps to look after their physical and mental hed
and wellbeing. Better Health focused on a number of
health behaviours including weight loss, physical activi

bfiecuments linkd on the web page have been updated
when required by Standing Orders. The Government
committed to regularly update Parliament on the progress
of the HS2 programme by issuing reports twice a year,
with the most recent on 23 March and contains updated
costfigures.

Higher Education and Research: China
Asked byt ord Alton of Liverpool

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment
t #hey hayeomadeaof the copeiusion ingther reppri Ry |
ke King's' College London and the Harvard Kennedy
th School The China question: managi risks and
maximising benefits from partnership in higher
education and research, published on 9 March, that the

d
S

yy

mental health and quitting smoking. It is targeted at those UK “urgently needs to put in place a robust framework

most at risk. The Better Health programme directs peo
to evidencebased online apps and tools to support thg
make and sustain changes to improve their health. T
includes the National Health Service-d2ek Weight
Loss app, Couch to 5K, Mind Plan and Active 10.

Health Services: Females
Asked byBaroness GreyThompson

To ask Her Majesty's Governmerfyrther to the
Written Answer by Lord Bethell on 19 Februar
(HL13078), whether the W
currently in development will make provision fo
improving patient access to diagnosis and treatment
womenspecific health concerns ingling heavy
menstrual bleeding and endometriogid. 14634

ple for engaging China in research and higher education”.
Lm [HL14363

his | ord Callanan: Her Maj estyods Gover
the sector to make informedecisions on international
research collaboration and cooperates closely with
universities, funding bodies and industry in protecting our
higher education and research sector from interference.
This is backed by a robust legal and regulatory framework
including on exports, intellectual property and academic
freedom and freedom of speech. We have strengthened
protective measures and keep them under review. Trusted
Research and the security guidelines commissioned by the
odBRefhiieht dhd reledsdd by UdiversitRd ¥re af @ t
I important step to encourage secure partnerships and
fobromote our values. We are pleased to see the university
sector addressing these challenges and we will continue to
work with the sector on implementing guidelines

y

Lord Bethell: The evidence gathered through the cgll Ffecommendations.

for evidence will inform the priorities, content and actiof
in the new Womends Healt
online survey within the call for evidence seel
information on menstrual health angynaecological
conditions, including endometriosis.

High Speed 2 Railway Line: Costs
Asked byt ord Berkeley

To ask Her Majesty's Government when they w
correct the figure for the estimated cost of the works
HS2 Phase 2a on their website page HS2s@Hza:

NS
h
S

Strat elggmefEducatem gl and .
Asked by ord Watson of Invergowrie

The

To ask Her Majesty's Government what plans they
have to provide an update on the progress of the
consultation on elective home education, including
consideration on the introduction of legislation.
[HL14303

Baroness Berridge:In spring 2019, a consultation was
eld on poposals for a mandatory register of children not
attending state or registered independent schools. This

il
0

High Speed Rail (West Midlands to Crewe) Act 2021_consultation was held in order to help local authorities

why other documents on this page have been update%a

but this figure has not; and whether they will place

the Library of the House the most recent comparapl

figures.[HL14487]

Baroness Vere of Norbiton: The estimated cost of]

al

rry out their responsibilities in relation to children not
in N school alongside the duty oranents to register their

child with the local authority if not registered at specified
ypes of schools, the duties on proprietors of certain
education settings to respond to enquiries from local

authorities, and the duty on local authorities to provide

works on the gov.uk web ga is the Estimate of Expens

suypport to parents who educate children at home.

n

I

m
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The consultation closed on 24 June 2019 with nes
5000 responses. Responses to the consultation have
considered and the government is committed
publishing the response in due course.

Home Education: Regulation
Asked by ord Storey

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessm
they have made of regulations regarding hoi
educationfHL14539

Baroness Berridge: The current legal system aroun
elective home education is a system for identifying 4
dealing with children who, for any reason and in a
circumstances, are not receiving an efficient suitable fy
time education. A situation in which a child is nd
receiving a suitable fulime education requires action b
a local authority under education law.

In the spring of 2019, a consultation was held
proposals for: a mandatory register of children n
attending state or registered independent schools to
local authorities carry out their responsibilities in relatig
to children not in school, a duty on parents to regisg

their child with the localauthority if not registered at

specified types of schools; a duty on proprietors of cert
education settings to respond to enquiries from lo
authorities; and a duty on local authorities to provi
support to parents who educate children at home.

The consultation closed on 24 June 2019 with neal
5000 responses. Responses to the consultation have
considered, and the government are committed

12 April 2021

rly

Written Answels

riyintroducing a new bespoke immigration path for British

beldationals (Oveseas) (BNOs), suspending our extradition

totreaty with Hong Kong indefinitely, and extending our
arms embargo on mainland China to Hong Kong.

We will continue to consider designations under the
Global Human Rights Sanctions Regulations. It is not
appropria¢ to speculate who may be designated under the
sanctions regime in the future. We will continue to stand

erﬁp for the people of Hong Kong as befits our historic
e ommitment to them, to call out the violation of their
rights and freedoms.

We will also continue to engage and coordinate our
0 actions with our international partners to hold China to
Nckheir international obligations freely assumed under

Yinternational law.
I

t

" Horizon Europe

Asked bytord Smith of Finsbury
DN
ot To ask Her Majesty's Government what

help @ssesmentthey have made of the impact on research
n outcomes of using funds from UK Research and
ter Innovation to contribute to Horizon EuropelL14474

Lord Callanan: We are continuing to work through the
AlMYetails of the costs for Horizon Europe. We will set out
Cabyr plans for R&D spend in 2021/22including funding
Hefor Horizon Europé in due course.

Asked byBaroness Morgan of Huyton

been To ask Her Majesty's Government how thietend to
to fund the UK's participation in the Horizon Europe

publishing the response in due course. Following the research programmgilL14523

publication of the consultation, the department wibke
an assessment of regulations and the need for
legislative change.

Hong Kong: Sanctions
Asked by ord Alton of Liverpool

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessm
they have made of the decision of the government
the United States of Amiea to impose sanctions on (1
14 vice chairs of t he
Standing Committee, and (2) officials in (a) th
National Security Division of the Hong Kong Polic
Force, (b) the Hong Kong and Macau Affairs Officg
and (c) the Office for Saguarding National Security;
and what plans they have to impose sanctions

overseas financial institutions that knowingly condu
significant  transactions with these individual
[HL14309

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: The UK is deeply
concerned about the situation in Hong Kong and {
erosion of rights and frelems and the high degree g
autonomy enshrined in the SiBitish Joint Declaration.
The UK has already taken a number of actions in respg
to developments in Hong Kong. These inclug

Lord Callanan: | am pleased that the UK reached an
ang ! :
greement to take part in the Horizon Eurppegramme.
Association to Horizon has been welcomed by businesses
and the research community and will bring huge benefits
to the UK. We are continuing to work through the details
of the costs for Horizon Europe. We will set out our plans
for R&D spend in BP21/22 1 including funding for
erffiorizon Europé in due course.

of Asked byBaroness Randerson

N a 1Q ask Her Majesly's pquermngnt whag Asgessangns
they have made of their decision to remove the cost of
association with Horizon Europe from the provision for
researb and development in the UK budget; when they
made the decision to treat Horizon money as additional
funding; how much will be the total annual cost of
association with Horizon Europe; and what plans they
have to reassess this decision in the futydl. 14531

S
e
31

Lord Callanan: | am pleased we reached agreentent
take part in Horizon Europe; it will bring huge benefits to
hdhe UK.

f We are continuing to work through the details of the

costs for Horizon. We will set out our plans for R&D
nsspend in 2021/22 including funding for Horizon Europe
le1 in due course.
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Askedby Lord Smith of Finsbury

To ask Her Majesty's Government what plans th
have to maintain funding for the UK's participation
the Horizon programme at the same level as that bef

the UK's departure from the EU; and what plans they

have to (1) maintainand (2) enhance, the level g
funding for UK Research and InnovatigHL14538

Lord Callanan: I'm pleased we reached agreement
take part in Horizon Europe, this is a great outcome
British businesses and researchers. We are continuin
work through the details of the costs for Horizon Europé

Similarly, we are currently working closely with ou
delivery partners, including UKRI, to develop th
2021/22 allocations and help them plan thg
implementation.

We will set out our plans for R&D spend in 202122
including funding for Horizon Europe and UKRIin due
course.

We are increasing funding for research a
development and putting it at the heart of economic §
social recovery from the impacts 6bvid-19, enabling us
to build back better for a greener, healthier and m
resilient UK. We are comrtied to increasing total UK
investment in R&D to 2.4% of GDP by 2027.

Asked byBaroness Morgan of Huyton

To ask Her Majesty's Government when they w
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Covid-19 transmission in hospitals: management of the
risk i a prospective safety investigation, published in
October 2020, what steps they are taking to support
NHS staff who have experienced fatigue and emotional
distress during theCovid-19 pandemic; and what
assessment they have made of the impact of such
effectson st af f on the NHSOs
against nosocomial transmission, and (2) to respond to
to any further rise, o€ovid-19.[HL1397]

;010 Asked bytord Hunt of Kings Heath

P To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to the
report by the Healthcare Safety Investigation Branch
b Covid-19 transmission in hospitals: management of the
\ir risk 1 a prospective safety investigation, published in
October 2020, what steps they are taking ¢getbop a
national strategic focus on adapting NHS work systems
to mitigate any risks associated with staff fatigue.
[HL13973

hd Lord Bethell: Following extensive engagement with

\indront line staff, NHS England and NHS Improvement

recently issued a suite of online products to support

hreexcellence in infection prevéaoh and control measures.
These products propose actions to tackle fatigue,
including creating a culture of kindness and support, an
environment which allows staff to speak up and a focus
on changing behaviours in natinical areas, where staff

ijj have beenfound to be at greater risk of contracting

ey
n
ore

- @

announce how much funding they will contribute as Covid-19.

part of the UK's participation in Horizon Europg.

[HL14589

Lord Callanan: | refer the noble Baroness to th
answer | have given her today to Question HL14523.

Hospital Beds
Asked byBaroness Finlay of Llandaff

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessm
they have made of the R
Medi ci nebds call t o (-Cqvid r
levels, and (2) provide an additional 9,429 hospi
beds, as set out in their letter to the Chancellor of
Exchequer on 1 MarchHL14437

Lord Bethell: We will continue to support the Nationa|
Health Service in taking action to help reduce pressy
on hospital bed capacity and increase patient flooutin
the emergency care pathway. This includes action wit
community services to help avoid unnecessary emerge
admissions and the enhanced patient
arrangements which the NHS estimates has reduced
lengths of stay, increasing capacity tte equivalent of
over 6,000 beds.

Hospitals: Coronavirus
Asked by ord Hunt of Kings Heath

To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to ti

discharge

The National Health Service has put in place a national
health and wellbeing offer, which will be maintained
during 2021/22 and includes access to a confidential
~ helpline and text service, a range of a@nd an online
portal of guidance and materials. The content of this offer
will continue to be refreshed, based on staff feedback,
usage rates and evidence of outcomes.

In November 2020, funding of £15 million was
announced to establish 40 mental healtld avellbeing
€Mubs natic()fmall . Twentywo hubs are_now active with the,_
0 %rida o‘hl Bilise % eﬁg}dj‘ 9629, °rRe® NHS S
e

rﬁaining (o]
eP%otplg Pi&n aE(? ts hehuth aaﬁjc)j' I)f)eintg %t it Eofe.

AThis includes a new wellbeing guardian role which will
heensure board level scroyi of health and wellbeing
support for staff; continued support for staff to get to
| work and free car parking; a focus on healthy working
reenvironments and safe spaces for staff to rest and
recuperate; and support to take breaks and annual leave.
nin
ncy

Hospitals: Parking

ong Asked byord Browne of Belmont

To ask Her Majesty's Government what steps they
have taken to ensure that NIK&y workers are exempt
from hospital car parking charges during tbevid-19
pandemicfHL1449Q

Lord Bethell: Free car parking for National Health
ne Service staff was announced on 25 March 2020 for the

report by the Healthcare Safety Investigation Bran

chduration of theCovid19 pandemic. This remains the

ab
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Government &8s position
trusts to support this commitment.

Since October 2020, aditinal funding for the delivery
of free staff parking is
systems allocation. The system funding allocati
guidance provided to trusts sets out that money for f
staff car parking is provided. A copy @uidance on
finance and contracting arrangements for H1 2021i82
attached.

The Answer includes the following attached material:

Guidance on finance and contracting arrangements [BB463-
22-guidanceon-financeandcontractsarrangements.pdf]

The material can be viewed online at:
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publias/writterquestions
answersstatements/writtexquestion/Lords/20203-23/HL14490

Housing: Construction
Asked byBaroness Thornhill
how thg

To ask Her Majesty's Government

proposals in the Supporting Housing Delivery and

Public Service Infrastructureonsultation to allow the
conversion of use Class E units to residential W
operate alongside local plans that have already b
developed to identify where housing should be situat
[HL14544

Asked byBaroness Thornhill

To ask Her Majesty's Government what plans th
have to ensure that proposals in thg@rting Housing
Delivery and Public Service Infrastructure consultati
do not lead to developments that (1) fail to me
adequate design standards, and (2) fail to contributg
local areas and result in poorer living environmen
[HL14547

Asked byBaroness Thornhill

To ask Her Majesty's Government whasassment
they have made of the likelihood of use Class E un
converted to residential use, as proposed in
Supporting Housing Delivery and Public Servig
Infrastructure consultation, returning to high street
town centre usegAL14549

Lord Greenhalgh: The new homes delivered under th
Class E to rediential Permitted Development Right wil
help to increase housing supply. The Right will include
prior approval process to allow for local consideration

specific planning matters such as the impact of the

introduction of residential use in general uistrial, waste
management, or storage and distribution areas on fu
occupiers. In addition, all new homes delivered under
Right will need to meet Nationally Described Spa
Standards and provide adequate natural light in
habitable rooms. A fulllmpact Assessment has be¢g
prepared which will be published shortly.
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fundi ng—{ous'mg;Equmy provided

Asked byt ord Kennedy of Southwark

they have made of potential impacts arising from the
measures proposed in the SuppwtHousing Delivery
and Public Service Infrastructure consultation on those
with a protected characteristjelL1451Q

Asked by ord Kennedy of Southwark

To ask Her Majesty's Government what consideration
they have given to evidence that overcrowding
disproportionately affects those with protected
characteristics in their proposals in the Supporting
Housing Delivery and Public Service Infrastructure
consultation to allow conversion of use Class E units to
residential unitgHL14511

Asked byord Kennedy of Southwark

DN
ree

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment
they have made of the impact of thpioposals in the
ir Supporting Housing Delivery and Public Service
Infrastructure consultation to allow conversion of use
Class E units to residential on high street recovery
il plans[HL14512

en Asked byord Kennedy of Southwark

ed.

To ask HerMajesty's Government what assessment
they have made of the impact of their proposals in the
Supporting Housing Delivery and Public Service
Infrastructure consultation to allow conversion of use
Class E units to residential on levels of physical
bn  activity, gven that gyms, swimming pools and sports
t and leisure facilities are included within that Class.
.\ to [HL14513

ey

D

S- Lord Greenhalgh: In developing the proposals we are
taking account of any potential impacts of the proposals
on people with protected characteristics. A full Impact
Assessment has also been prepared which be

_ published shortly.

its

he

e

or

Human Trafficking: Children
Asked byBaroness Doocey

To ask Her Majesty's Government what steps they
e have taken to ensure that police forces in England and
Wales can collaborate with EU counterparts on missing
a children and traftking investigations when a child has
of been trafficked from the UK to EurogélL14407

Baroness Williams of Trafford: Tackling modern

r lavery, including child traffickipg, is a priqrity for this
hd>overnment and we are committed to continuing to work
:eclosely with EU partners to address this heinous crime.

all The WK/EU Trade and Cooperation Agreement (TCA)
n delivers a comprehensive package of capabilities that
ensureswe can work withcounterparts acrosgurope to

i nl© gk derMaigsly's Goyepnmenigwhat assegsmens o

t

o

(
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tackle serious crime. This includes enabling our I3
enforcement agencies to continue to share inébion on
investigations, including those related to child traffickin
with EU counterparts.

ICT: Further Education
Asked byord Taylor of Warwick

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessm
they have made of the report by the Learning and W
Institute Disconnected? Exploring the digital skills ga
published on 22 March; and what steps they are tak
to encourage more young people to enrol in furth
education IT coursegdL14476

Baroness Berridge: Computing provides individuals
with the knowledge and expertise to access the dig
skills of the fuure.

This government wants every child in England to ha
access to a worldlass computing education. That is wh
we created the National Centre for Computing Educat
(NCCE) in 2019, backed by £84 million of governme
funding, to improve the qualityf@womputing teaching in
England and driveip participation to the compute
science GCSE and A | evel
nearly 30,000 teachers have engaged with the program

The computer science GCSE was taken by over 77,
pupils in 2019 and,rébm 2013 to 2019, was one of th
fastest growing GCSE subjects. We recognise that sq
pupils who would previously have chosen to stu
information and communications technology (ICT), m
not choose to study computer science due to
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w Employers have continued to recognise the value
apprentices bring to their businesses. Starts in the ICT
0, sector subject area have increased per academic year from
15,470 in 2016/17 to 21,110 in 28&19. In 2019/20, there

were 18,230 starts.

In higher education, computer science degrees saw the
largest percentage increase in new entrants at 7%,
alongside Medicine and Dentistry and Business and

en,9[\dministrative Studies.

hrk Outside of theeducation system, the department has
D, invested £2.5 billion to deliver the National Skills Fund.
ind\s part of this, Skills Bootcamps are being delivered,
ewhich are free, flexible courses of up to 16 weeks, giving
adults aged 19 and over the opportunity tolduip
sectorspecific skills and fastrack to an interview with a
| local employer. In September 2020, bootcamps launched
ita§n 4 areas, initially focusing on digital skills such as
software development, digital marketing and data
veanalytics. Registrations opeth in December 2020 for
y more bootcamps in three regions, and from April 2021,
orwe are investing a further £43 million to extend further in
nt England. These bootcamps will cover digital skills and
technical skills training.

From April 2021, any adult aged 2#diover, looking
- to axhieVe Efirsttful 1Bvel B wifde Qe toCaéc€sd 4 fullp N
M@inded course, which will give them new skills and
DOgreater prospects in the labour market.

£ We will target this on subject areas that have strong
Mgutcomes at level 3 linked toabour market need,
jYincluding a range of qualifications that are valuable across
Y the economy in multiple sectors, such as digital skills,
heccountancy, and business skills.

fundamental diffeneces in content. In 2019, over 48,000

pupils took a level 2 ICT Technical Award, which a
high quality equivalents to the computer science GC
and are included in school performance tables.

The department is reviewing pelb qualifications at
level 3 am below, including ICT and digital
qualifications, to ensure that every qualification appro
for public funding has a distinct purpose, is high qual
and supports progression to positive outcomes. Our ai
for clearer qualifications choices for youmgople and
adults.

For 16 to 18 year olds, we are introducing T Levels

new, high quality technical education route. T Levels|in

eE Immigration Act 1971
Asked byord Green of Deddington

To ask Her Majesty's Governmehow many (1)
arrests, (2) prosecutions, a8 convictions, there
d werefor offences committed under section 24 of the
ty_ Immigration Act 1971 in each of the last five years.
IS [HL14494

Lord Greenhalgh:

digital production, design and development are now bejng

taught and will be followed by T Levels in digital suppo

servies and digital business services, from Septempe

this year.

For adults (19+) with no or low digital skills, we hay
introduced a legal entitlement to study new Essen
Digital Skills Qualifications (EDSQs) at entry level an
level 1 for free. EDSQs are mew qualification type,
based on new national standards for essential di
skills, which will provide adults with the digital skill
needed for life and work. We also continue to support
provision of basic digital skills training for adults i
comrmunity learning settings through the Adult Educati
Budget.

a 20/21 19/2( 18/1¢ 17/1¢ 16/17%
Arrests 12¢ 1€ 42 57 20¢

1 Charges 11€ 13 24 48 154
I-Convictions 48 11 23 48 117

Immigration: Roma
Asked byThe Lord Bishop of St Albans

To ask Her Majesty's Government what steps they are
taking to assist members of the Roma commuioity
he applyfor settled status under the EU Settlement
Scheme before 30 June; and what assessimentiave
made of the barriers (1) to obtaining the required
documentation during theCovid-19 pandemic, and

ial

ital

n
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(2) to accessing, and completing, online persistent maritime presence in the l+iRiacific region.
applicationsexperienced by that communityy On 22 March 2021, the Secretary of State for Defence
[HL14662 outlined a plan to Parliament (CP 411) to deliver this

through Offshore Patrol Vessels from 2021, a Littoral
Response Group from 2023 and a permanently assigned
Frigate by the end of the decade. These forces will

vulnerable and hard to reach EU citizens and their fami y't';] ;22“0?22); Ov?/ﬁlrafji,: sgggiitgcal:z, V:Itl?égj naor?alnggi?n er

members eligible to apply to EUSS, including members,_ " - ; L
of the Roma Community. facilities around the region enabled by our existing global

o support agreements. Consequently, no permanent air
Of the 72 Granfunded Organisations (GFOs), 5f defences are required.

support members of the Rormammunity to apply to the
EU Settlement Scheme, with 5 organisations primaijily . .
focused on working with vulnerable members of this Industrial Strategy Council
cohort (Clifton Learning Partnership, Tros Gynnal, STEP Asked byt ord Allen of Kensirgton
Northern Ireland, Tower Hamlets Law Centre, amnd

Positive Action in Haising).

On top of the £17million in grant funding, the Ho
Office recently announced a further £4.5million
funding to the current 72 organisations to continue these
support services well beyond the 30 June 2021 deadline. Lord Callanan: The Government has decided that the

Whilst the GFN directly funds 2 organisations, thes Industrial Strategy Council in its current form will no
organisations have expanded their network across the|utonger be needed to monitand evaluate the impact of
by forming partnerships with other organisations. Thgsd he I ndustrial Strategy, fol
partners are similar, they are on the ground, giving directransition toBuild Back Better: our plan for growtfand
support to the vulnerable including homeless/rougghSO will be wound down after its Annual Report. We will

sleepersyictims of domestic violence and members pfdraw on the I ndustrial Straf
the Roma community. expertse, both on success metrics and insight projects, in

This network is also supported by the Home Offi etakmg forward further work in this area.. )
through an online GFO f or ulpweyen yg raugt ensuseaosireplan, it pagied thioygh s
platform allows organisations to share ideas, best pradtis@ith a relentless focus on delivery and we will continue to
and for organisations to reachit to one another for helf €valuate our work. My Rt Hon. Friend the Prime
and support. It is the innovative ways of working Minister, and the Cabinet Secretary have asked Sir
demonstrated by the Grant Funded Network during thévlichael Barber to conduct a rapid review of government
Covid-19 pandemic, which have continued to meet thedelivery to ensure that it remains focused, effective and
needs of vulnerable individuals for completing online €fficient, and to suggest how it could be strengthened.
applications or aassing digital status, such as virtual Furthermore, The Build Back BetteruBiness Council
face to face meetings and, were necessary, face to faetas convened by the Pri me Mi

Baroness Williams of Trafford: The Home Office has
provided £17million in grant funding to a network of 72
organisations which provide bespoke support |to

To ask Her Majesty's Government why they decided
to disband the Industrial Strategy Council; and what
plans they have to replace it with another independent
body.[HL14358

= D

appointments with use of lateral flow testing, enablihgBack Better : our plan for gro
them to do so in a safe way for both themselves and thiedgusiness Council brings together a broad range of
vulnerable individuals. business leaders from across the whole British economy

The EU Settlement Resdlon Centre, will also| to work in partnership v the Government to recover

continue to provide over the phone digital assistance tdrom Covid-19, unlock investment, boost job creation,

status.
Industry: Departmental Responsibilities

Asked by ord Allen of Kensington

To ask Her Majesty's Government which dgment

To ask Her Majesty's Government what plans they leads on the Industrial Strategy; whether that
have, if anyto establish a permanent naval force in the department will continue to lead that strategy (1) during
(1) Indian, and (2) Pacific, oceans; if so, where they the next financial year, and (2) to the end of the current
intend to establish dockyards to conduct repairs for parliament; and if that department will not continue to
those forces; and whether such forces would |be lead that strategy, (a) whiaepartment will do so, and
protected by permanent air defenges.14443 (b) whether the Industrial Strategy will need to be

Baroness Goldie:In support of the strategic tilt toward updated{HL 14357
the IndePaci fi c announced b yLord Balanan: iace e¢he tinddssial Strategy was
Government in the Integrated Review (CP 403) on [16published in 2017, the UK has been presented with new
March 2021, the Ministry of Defence plans to establish achallenges and new opportunities; we have legislated to

Indo-Pacific Region: Navy
Asked by ord Hylton
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end our contribution to climate change by 2050, we
forging a new path outside the European Union 4§
continue to fight theCovid-19 pandemic. It is thereforg
right that we take a fresh look at our plans for industn]
policy and longterm economic growth.

We are morphing and changing the Industrial t8ta
into Build Back Better: our plan for growth and it
supporting strategies to reflect the change in econo

12 April 2021
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h 170
ndcombined investment from industry canGovernment,
including Industrial Strategy Challenge Fund monies.
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individual commitments with £3.25 billion in

Insolvency
Asked byord Sikka

To ask Her Majesty's Government what proportion of

landscape since 2017. The plan and its supporiing businesses subject to gpack administration survive

strategies will protect and create jobs as we transitior]
net zero with a renewed focus amfrastructure, skills,
and innovation.

Al t hough oO6Build Back Bet
been led by HM Treasury, this is setting the framewd

we build back better from the current challengesl a
deliver long term economic growth. Ministers ar
Departmental officials will continue to work together t
ensure our priorities are met, delivering these strategie
ensure longeterm economic growth.

I n order to support t h
Better: our plan for gro
out details of our approach to supporting sectors, plag

and technologies in the Innovation Strategy. T
Department is already leading on strategies with res
to net zero, hydrogen and, inndiga itself, as well as the
space strategy. The work the Department has
continues to do has contributed greatly to the work
6Buil d Back Better: our
contribute to its supporting strategies.

Industry: Policy
Asked by ord Allen of Kensington

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessm
they have made of (1) the impact, and (2) t
effectiveness, of the Industrial Strategyl. 14358

Lord Callanan: The majority of the 142 policy
delivery phases, with around £45 billion ofinfling
assigned to Industrial Strategy initiatives.

We have made progress strengthening the foundati
of productivity, by investing in transport, housing, ar]
digital infrastructure through the National Productivit
Investment Fund. On skills, we havevésted in maths,
digital and technical education, and in September 2(
we introduced TLevels.

The Grand Challenges and missions have strengthe
the UKés standing as a ¢
healthy ageing, and future transport technologinding
Government together with industry to inspire and deve
an Innovation Strategy that will improve lives and supp
our economy. This includes securing our landmg
|l egislative commitment t
climate change by 2050, whilsupporting our businesse
to adapt to a decarbonised future.

We have brought industry along with us, publishir

to

d
0
s to

e
W t
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d
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eleven Sector Deals across ten sectocemprising over

longer than (1) five years, (2) 10 years, and 18)
years[HL14468

Lord Callanan: The Government doesot hold or

Integrated Security, Defence, Development
and Foreign Policy Review

Asked byBaroness Goudie
T gk Hep Malespys Sovernmeny ow the Infegrateg
eyiew of Securi yDDee nee, Pe%e‘%oggrrt]en nld E
o?lcy will thke accdun of, and (2) address the links
between social norms, gender discrimination and
broader drivers of violencgHdL14222

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: The Integrated Review

andvas published on 16 March and can be found on gov.uk.

orThe reviewis the most comprehensive articulation of a
defenge) develmpmentyg foreigrt Bnd natiomal seeurity |
approach published by a British Government in decades.

The UK is a world leader on advancing gender equality

and women's rights. The Integrated Review reaffithes
Government's commitment to promote gender equality,
working with women's rights organisations to tackle the
endiscrimination, violence and inequality that hold women
neback. We will continue to be a progressive force for good,
working across governmentnglifying our development,
diplomatic, defence and trade approaches to deliver for
. . : . women and
commitments in the 2017 Industrial Strategy are now Nyvomen's
inclusive and
supporting women'participation and empowerment.

girls. We will work with partners, including
rights organisations to build more open,
resilient societies, championing and

We will continue to champion gender equality in

international fora, including through our Presidency of the
Y G7, and our céhosting of the Global Partnership for
2(!)Education replenishment and of COP26, and we will

challenge agmpts to roll back rights globally. In our role

as coeleader of the Global Action Coalition on Gender
neghsed Violence, we will use UKunded evidence to drive

@ddrdihated, E&séadd I global actioh andC ihvBstnfent 9 I 0 W

across the international system to prevent GBW
OBsupport survivors.

e n ¢ INterpationgl Qpen University, - .

Asked by ord Pearson of Rannoch

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment
they have made of the activities of the Islamic Online
University in respect of any risk to (1) UK national

teSléct infofriatlon o SuRviVal rhtés of bissiheRWd sifect h @ s

: 'Kto a prepack administration.
for the work that we will do across Government to ensuire

Oiflel n t o

t

|
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security, and2) the incidence of Islamist radicalisatio
in the UK.[HL1445§

Lord Greenhalgh: We do not comment on individual
cases.

The Government is committed to tackling those w
spread views that promote violence and hatred agd
individuals and communities in our society, and th
radicalise others into terrons

Investment Income
Asked by ord Sikka

To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to ti
Written Answer byLord Callanan on 27 October 202
(HL9157), whether they will provide (1) the names
t he iSever al bodi esd wh
circumstancedo investigate and take action if illegg
dividends have been paid
examined by each such bo@ylL 14424

Lord Callanan: Compliance is primarily a matter fol
the directors, and there are rights of recourse to the co
in response to unlawful distributions. Where a compd
becomesnsolvent after paying dividends the courts ha
wide powers to apply a variety of sanctions and remed
Data on illegal dividends is not collected.

A number of bodies, however, have an interest
dividend payments from their particular regulato
pergpectives. They include the Insolvency Service a
insolvency practitioners who will investigate dividen
payments and seek to recover them if they are found tg
illegal. HM Revenue and Customs has an interest in
proper payment of dividends to the ext that there may
be tax consequences leading to a loss to the Exched
The Prudential Regulation Authority has rules and pow
under financial services legislation regarding dividen
and other distributions for the purpose of banks g

building soci¢ i e s 6 capital cons
aspect of the regul ator s
Proposal s in t he Gover

consultation document oRestoring Trust in Audit and
Corporate  Governance would improve dividend
transparency and @vide stronger reassurance th
dividends are being paid in line with the requirements
the Companies Act 2006. These include proposals
require companies to disclose their known distributal
reserves in their financial statements, and to reqy
directors to confirm that dividends are within know|
distributable reserves and that it is their reasona
expectation that payment of the dividend will not threat
the solvency of the company over the next two years.

Israel: Human Rights

Asked by ord Blencathra

To ask Her Majesty's Government what plans, if af
they have to call for a vote on resoluti@mrsthe human
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territories under item 7 of the current session of the
United Nations Human Rights Cocih [HL14181

Asked by ord Blencathra

To ask Her Majsty's Government what is their

0 position on the resolutions on Israel to be considered

INSt ynder (1) item 2, and (2) item 7, at the current session

al of the United Nations Human Rights Council
[HL14183

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: The UK has stood up for
Israel when it faces bias and unreasonable criticism, and
has beerclear that the existence of a dedicated agenda
heitem in the Human Rights Council ('ltem 7°) is damaging
p and does little to advance dialogue, stability or mutual
hf understanding. The 46th session of the Human Rights

oCOURCH {5 currently gnysessign. Tihig gogetet Wil j n
| continue to vote against all Item 7 resolutions. At the

4

Israel's actions. That's why we engaged constructively
with negotiations on the Item 2 resolution on the human
rights situation in ke Occupied Palestinian Territories.
Urf§owever, we ultimately abstained, as we judged that the
N¥final resolution text needed to address more fully the
Y€conduct of Hamas and other militant groups in Gaza,
€Jarticularly Hamas' treatment of the Palestinian
populaton of Gaza.

N The UN and its member states have every right to
Y address issues of concern in a measured, balanced and
Ndproportionate way. We will continue to support scrutiny

d of Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories in the
bAuman Rights Council, soohg as it is justified,
th‘E‘woportionate, and not proposed under Item 7.

uer.

brs Israel: Palestinians
ds

nd Asked byrhe Earl of Sandwich

er Vi@ sk A Majedd/® Gavernthént whalt AsSessment

Whey' Havel nfadenof the @ikt byeJave @tk -Children
n meeafencédlass: Tihe lmpant tidragli MijitarybDetergidne d
on Palestinian Children, published on 29 October 2020;
and what representations they have made to the
at  government of IsraelHL14199

Ot]; Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: With reference to the

janswer to question HL10992 given to the noble Lord on

15 December:
ire

h We are concerned by the findings of the Save the
pi&hildren's report entitledDefenceless: The impact of the
bnisraeli military detention system on Palestinian children'.

We remain committedo working with Israel to secure
improvements to the practices surrounding children in
detention. Our Embassy in Tel Aviv have a regular
dialogue with Israel on this issue. We also fund projects
providing legal aid to minors and capacity building to
local lawyers. We continue to call on the Israeli
‘authorities to comply with their obligations under

rights situation in Palestine and other occupied An

pinternational law.

gsame dimeg we(will y1ot stap gaisinguvalig eopcergstabogta s e
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Asked byBaroness Janke

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessm
they have made of (1) the demolition of Palestini
homes in AlBustan, East Jerusalem, and (2) th
displacement of Palestinian residents from that an
[HL14504

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: The UK is supporting
communities in Area C, whose homes have bg
demolished, to remain on their land. We continue
engage frequently with the Israeli authorities on issy
affecting Palegtians, including demolitions. The UK
urged the Government of Israel to end demolitions
property in the West Bank at the UN Security council
25 February 2021. On the same day, the Briti
Ambassador in Tel Aviv raised ongoing demolitions wi
the Ismeli authorities in a meeting alongside likénded
partners. The Minister of State for the Middle East a
North Africa called on lIsrael to stop demolitions on
February 2021 and raised his concerns about
demolitions of Palestinian homes and struesuwith the
Israeli Ambassador on 29 October 2020.

Jerusalem: Palestinians

ent Asked by ord Judd
an
e To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment

ba. they have made of reports that the government of Israel
is planning to remove 37 Palestinian households from
the Sheikh Jarrah and Silwan areas of East Jerusalem;
and what action are they taking, both unilaterally and

€N multilaterally, to prevenany such removalgHL 14507
to
es Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: We regularly make clear

our concerns about the evictions of Pateatis from their
ofiomes in East Jerusalem to the Israeli authorities and the
bnMunicipality of Jerusalem, both bilaterally and in-co
shoperation with likeminded diplomatic partners. The
h Fourth Geneva Convention, which applies to all occupied
territories, inclding East Jerusalem, prohibits
hgdemolitions or forced evictions absent military necessity.

5 The UK Ambassador in Tel Aviv raised ongoing
thelemolitions with the Israeli Authorities in a meeting
alongside likeminded partners on 25 February 2021. The
Minister of State for the Middle East and North Africa

UK officials from the British Consulate in Jerusaker raised the issue of evictions of Palestinians from their
n

have made regular visits to areas at risk of demolition
eviction to reiterate UK support for those communitig
The UK is clear that in all but theost exceptional of
circumstances, demolitions are contrary to Internatio
Humanitarian Law. The practice causes unnecess
suffering to Palestinians and is harmful to efforts
promote peace.

Asked byBaroness Sheehan

To ask Her Majesty's Governmenhat assessmen
they have made of reports Bélestinian families in the
West Bankbeing attacked by Israeli settlers; what ste
they will take to support such familiesnd what further
representations they will make to the government
Israel to protecsuch familiesfHL14536

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: The UK condemns any
incidence of violence by settlers against Palestinians.
continue to stress the importance of the Israeli secu
forces providing appropriate protection to the Palestin
civilian population. We call on the Israeli authorities {
thoraughly investigate every instance and allegation
crimes against protected persons in the West Bank,
where appropriate bring those responsible to justice.

Ivory: Trade

Asked byBaroness Hayman of Ullock

To ask Her Majesty's Government when they will

publish (1) the conclusions of their consultation, and
any proposed changes in policy, following the call f
evidence on the neelephant ivory tradgHL14269

Lord Goldsmith of Richmond Park: The summary of
responses to the call for evidence on +etephant ivory
trade was published on 10 November 20R0@e are
currently considering this evidence and plan to consult

domes, with the Israeli Ambassador to the UK on 29
s.October 2020, and the British Embassy in Tel Aviv raises

this issue regularly with the Israeli authargi UK
hapfficials from the British Consulate in Jerusalem have
arjnade regular visits to areas at risk of demolition and
to eviction to reiterate UK support for those communities.
On 25 November 2020, the UK Consul General Jerusalem
visited families at risk of dgtion in Sheikh Jarrah,
restating UK opposition to evictions of Palestinians from
their homes.

ps Joint Committee on Vaccination and
of Immunisation

Asked by.ord Mendelsohn

To ask Her Majesty's Government how often the Joint
V_Ve Committee on Vaccination and Immsation meets;
'Y what was the date of the most recent meeting; and when
AN the minutes of the most recent meeting will be

8f published[HL1451§

and Asked by ord Mendelsohn

To ask Her Majesty's Government whether there is a
publicly available register of interests for the members
of the Joint Committee on Vaccination and
Immunisation[HL14519

iy Lord Bethell: The Joint Commtee on Vaccination and
2)Immunisation usually hold main committee meetings

three times a year. Due to the pandemic, the Committee
have undertaken dabc meetings to discusSovid-19.
The most recent meeting was held on 16 March 2021. The
minutes of this meetg will be published on or before 27
April 2021. Me mber s 6 decl ar
published as an annex to the minutes. All minutes are
Ofpublished online.

pr

potential policy options later in the year.
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Joint Strike Fighter Aircraft: Procurement
Asked byord West of Spithead

To ask HerMajesty's Government when they ne
plan to order F35B aircraft; and how many they plan
order.[HL14608

Baroness Goldie: The Defence Command Papq

Kashmirorganised by the government of Indiathe
week commencing 15 FebruafiylL14245

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: This is a matter for the
U Governmentof India. According to information on the
OGovernment of India's Ministry of External Affairs
website (https://mea.gov.in/respoftse
¢ queries.htm?dtl/33544/Official_Spokespersons_response_

confirms our intention to continue the growth of our F to_media_queries_on_the_Visit_of_Foreign_Heads_of_
35B Lightning Force, beyond the 48 we have alreddyMissions_to_Jammunap_Kashmir), Heads of Mission

ordered. We will now undertake a period détailed
analysis to evaluate the scale and timeline
procurement of our second tranche e8%B Lightning
Aircraft, associated infrastructure, equipment and supg
requirements.

Kashmir: Diplomatic Service
Asked byiscount Waverley

To ask Her Majestg Government, further to the
Written Answer byLord Ahmad of Wimbledon on 9

March (HL13631), whether a representative from the

British High Commission was invited to attend th
diplomatic visit to Indiaradministered
Kashmirorganised by the government bfdiain the
week commencing 15 FebruafilL14243

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: The British High

Commissioner was invited to attend the diplomatic vis

to Indiaadministered Kashmir organised by th

attended from Bangladesh, Belgium, Bolivia, Brazil,
orChile, Cote d'lvore, Cuba, Estonia, Finland, European
Union, Eritrea, France, Ghana, lItaly, Ireland, Kyrgyz
orRepublic, Malaysia, Malawi, Netherlands, Portugal,
Senegal, Spairweden and Tajikistan.

Kickstart Scheme
Asked byBaroness Scott of Needham Market

To ask Her Majesty's Government how many
applications have been received for the Kickstart
Scheme; how many have been approved; and how
many individual participants this ihaes[HL1442Q

Baroness StedmarScott: As of 18 " March 2021
there have been over 15,000 applications received for
Kickstart Scheme, we have approved over 150,000 jobs
and over 6,000 young people have started their

itplacements.

e As of the 1" March 2021, there had been over 900

Government of India in the week commencing 15unique gateway applications @pved and over 1,200
February. We regularly discuss the prospect of Britishunique employer bids accepted on the Kickstart Scheme.

High Commisn officials visiting Indiaadministered
Kashmir and are working closely with the Government
India to identify a suitable opportunity to visit.

Asked byiscount Waverley

Although care is taken when processing and analysing
ofKickstart applications, referrals and starts, the data
collected might be subject to the inaccuracies inherent in
any largesale recording system which has been
developed quickly. The management information

To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to thepresented here has not been subjected to the usual

Written Answer by Lord Ahmad of ¥hbledon on 9
March (HL13631)what assessmetiieBritish High
Commission made of thgiplomatic visit to Indian
administered Kashmorganised by the government g
Indiain the week commencing 15 Februgiyl14244

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: According to a statement
on the Government of India's Ministry of t&xnal Affairs
website, the itinerary for the twaay trip covered
Srinagar, Budgam and Jammu. Participants met sd
local representatives, civil society groups and residents
India-administered Kashmir, and received a briefing
the local security sitation. The UK did not participate in
this visit. We continue to work closely with the Indial
authorities to identify the best opportunity for Britis
High Commission representatives to visit Kashmir.

Asked byiscount Waverley

To ask Her Majesty's Governmig further to the
Written Answer by Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon on
March (HL13631)which countries participated in
thediplomatic visit to Indiaradministered

standard of quality assurance associated with official
statistics, but is provided in the interests of transparency.

Askedby Lord Taylor of Warwick

To ask Her Majesty’'s Government what steps they are
taking to ensure that more young people are enrolled in
the Kickstart schem@-dL14542

Baroness StedmarBScott: The Depart ment so
m8cheme is open to 4% year olds on Universal Credit, at
5 ofisk of long term unemployment. Workoaches refer
bneligible young people who are at risk of the scarring
effects of long term unemployment to Kickstart jobs
n following a discussion to ensure the best fit for employer
n and young person.

Kidney Diseases: Medical Treatments
Asked byBaroness Cumbrlege

4 To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they will
undertake a review to assess the benefits of home
haemodialysis compared to ircentre dialysis for


http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2021-03-24/HL14608
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supporting dialysis patients safely to shield frGavid-
19.[HL14213

Lord Bethell: NHS England and NHS Improvemen

t
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yeari in particular, those who have been studying outside
a mainstream school environment. Private candidates can
work with a centre to be assessed on a range of evidence,

have advised that there are curremityplans to undertake which could irelude evidence from an established
: . mayp educational provider and the bogrbvided assessment
such a review. The National Institute for Health and Care

Excellence Covid19 rapid guideline: dialysis service
delivery, sets out guidance for clinicians to maximise t
safety of patients on dialysis during the pandemic, both
home and in dialysis units. It contains recommendatid
for providers to continue and maintain current hor
dialysis provision where possible and to consider {
possibility of increasing provision for new incider
patients. A copy of the guideline is ateed.

The Answer includes the following attached material:

Covid-19: dialysis service delivery [covidi@pid-guideline
dialysisservicedelivery-pdf-66141894031045 (2).pdf]

The material can be viewed online at:
http://lwww.parliamat.uk/business/publications/writteuestions
answersstatements/writtexquestion/Lords/20203-15/HL14213

Languages: GCE Alevel and GCSE
Asked byBaroness Bennett of Manor Castle

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessm
they have made of the repday Global Future Silenced

have to help community language teaching (1) reco
from the impact of theCovid-19 pandemic, and (2)
increase[HL14429

Baroness Berridge: The government remaing

committed to increasing take of all languages at GCSHE

through tke English Baccalaureate (EBacc). Languad
serve to broaden young p¢
to in the Global Future Silenced Voices report, provid
them with a number of employment opportunities a
equips them with valuable skills that help emsthey can
compete in the global market.

Since 2014, the national curriculum was reformed
include a modern or ancient language from age 7 to 1
key stage 2. The expectation for secondary schools i
teach a modern language from age 11 to 14 astage 3
and for an increasing proportion of 14 to 16 year olds
key stage 4 to study a GCSE in a foreign language. Si
2010, the proportion of pupils at the end of key stage
entering modern foreign language GCSEs has increg
from 40% to 46%.

We donot prescribe which languages schools sho
teach. Schools are free to teach any languages, inclu
community languages, for whatever reasons they cons
relevant, such as local demographics, social unity,
opening up wider career and future edigat
opportunities. There is a broad range of commun

level and we would like this to continue to be the case.

The Global Future Silenced Voices report main
focuses on the importance of those stadyGCSEs or A

L
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languages on offer in which pupils can take a GCSE of
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levels in a community language receiving a grade t

materials. The Joint Council for Qualifications has issued
guidance for centres about assessing private candidates,
a}aking into account their different circumstances.

ns To support centres with the additional requirements of
heassessing private candidates this year, and avoid the cost
hebeing passed on to candidates, we are providing a grant
t for centres to claim £200 per private candidate entry. The
government is encouragirall available exams centres to
sign up
qualifications in this exceptional year.

to help these candidates achieve their

Large Goods Vehicle Drivers: Taxation
Asked by ord Taylor of Warwick

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment

they have made ohe impact the revised tax legislation
which takes effect next month will have on the ability
of HGV drivers to remain seémployed[{HL14478

ent Lord Agnew of Oulton: The changes to the effayroll
working rules come into effect on 6 April 2021 and were
Voices, published on 10 March; and what plans theyegislated for in Finance Act 2020. The -péyroll
,epvorking rules have been in place for over 20 years and
are designed to ensure that individuals working like
employees but through their own limited company pay
broadly the same Income Tax and National Insurance

contributions (NICs) as those who are directly emptb

The Tax Information and Impact Note (TINY
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rules is expected to affect about 180,000 individuals
working through their own limited companies.

The changes to the offayroll working rules do not

introduce a new tax liability and do not apply to the-self
a%mployed. HMRC's published guidan& includes an
explanation of when lorry (HGV) drivers are likely to be

mployed and sekmployed. This guidare applies to

e

{hose working through Personal Service Companies and
at .
S0 in scope of the offayroll rules, and is not changed by

reform.
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/off

https://www.gov.uk/hmrénternal

Lebanon: Politics and Government
Asked byrhe Marquess of Lothian

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment

they have made of (1) reports that the Prime Minister
designate of Lebanon and the Presiderteifanon are

nis yet to agree on the formation of the government of

fter‘
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sector bodies.

continues to urge Lebanon's leaders to urgently form a LGBT People: Gay Conversion Therapy

government willing to implement the reforms needed

stabilise the economy andheet the basic needs of it
citizens. The UK stands in support of the Lebangse

people.

Levelling Up Fund: Cultural Heritage
Asked byBaroness Bull

o Asked by ord Black of Brentwood

To ask Her Majesty's Government what discussions
they have had, if any, with the Global Interfaith
Commission on LGBT+ Lives following that
organisation's declaration against conversion therapy of
December 2020HL 14614

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: The UK Government

U7y

To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to thefynded the Global Interfaith Commiss's (GiC) launch

remarks by Lord Agnew of Oulton on 12 March (H

- on 16 December where it delivered a declaration calling

Deb, col 198%, what steps thegre taking to ensure thal for an end to violence and criminalisation against LGBT+

cultural institutions are prioritised by local authoritig

as part of anpids made to the Levellingp Fund;
andwhat guidance they have provided to adsishl
authorities with théidding procesgHL1425§

Lord Greenhalgh: The first round of the Fund will
focus on three themes: smaller transport projects t
make a genuine difference to local areas, town centre

high street regeneration, and support for maintaining and

expanding
and heritage assets.

t HeadindJpoidfaio ofv outtudal

Bidding authoties should consult a range of local

stakeholders across the full geography of a place

developing their proposed investments for the Fund. Bjds
should demonstrate evidence for this overall lod

engagement as part of their strategic case thro
stakehdder letters or similar.

Further details on how the Fund will operate we|

published in the prospectus at Buddetncluding who
can bid, the types of projects eligible for funding, and {
criteria for assessing proposals. Further guidance

templates for bid submissions, including package bi
will be provided to local authorities shortly after Budget

Levelling Up Fund: Northern Ireland
Asked by ord Browne of Belmont

To ask Her Majesty's Government what plans th
have tosupportinfrastructure projects in Northern
Irelandthrough the Levelling Up FunghL14567

Lord Greenhalgh: The £4.8 billion Levelling Up Fund
will invest in infrastructure that improves everyday lif
across the UK, including regenerating town centres 4
high streets, upgrading local transport, and itikgsin
cultural and heritage assets.

The Fund will operate UKvide, extending the benefits
of funding for priority local infrastructure across a
regions and nations.

S people and for a global ban on conversion therapy. We
remain in regular dialogue with the Director of the GiC.

Libya: Politi cs and Government
hat Asked byT'he Marquess of Lothian

and 1o ask Her Majesty's Government what steps they are
taking to show support for the new National Urig
government of Libya; and what discussions the Prime
Minister has had with the interim Prime Ministef
Libya.[HL14648

" Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: The UK welcomes the
aImauguration of the interim Government of National Unity
JgEF Libya, charged with leading the country to elections.
his is an important step towards the unification of
Libyan institutions and a comprehensive political solution
€that ultimately mkes Libya more stable, secure and
prosperous. On 12 Feb, the Prime Minister spoke to then
heprime Minister designate Dabaiba to express UK support
ANfhr the new government. The UK is working with
OSinternational partners, including through the UN Security
Councl and the Berlin Process, to support the interim
Government of National Unity to hold national elections
in December 2021, improve the delivery of services to the
Libyan people, and prioritise implementation of the 23
October 2020 ceasefire agreement, udalg the
eywithdrawal of foreign fighters and mercenaries.

Litter
o Asked byBaroness NevilleRolfe
ind  To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment
they have made of progress towards (1) reducing litter,
and (2) reducing litter in (a) the countryside, andd(b)
the seashor¢HL14654

| Lord Goldsmith of Richmond Park: We published
the Litter Strategy for England in April 2017, setting out

In Northern Ireland, the UK Government will accept our aim to deliver a substantial reduction in litter and

bids at the most local level, from enge of local
applicants, including but not limited to businesse
voluntary and community sector organisations, distr

littering within a generation. Annual reports of progress
s,with delivery of the Litter Strategy can be found at
ctgov.uk.

( @yncilst theeNortpemliréland Execlitive and ptleapublio n
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We have also published
explains the Government 04
extent of litter and littering in England. The dashboard
available at gov.uk.

The latest Litter Strategy annual report and litt
dashboard have bedelayed due th€ovid-19 pandemic.

Our latest study of litter composition in the UK, carrig
out by Keep Britain Tidy, is attached.

There has been an increase in number of visit
accessing the countryside since lockdown restrictig
were first introdue d | ast year . We
health, wellbeing and resilience can be improved 3
strengthened by spending time in the natural environmd
We are clear, however, that everyone should follow {
recently updated Countryside Code, which is available
gov.uk. A key part of government strategy is to get clg
and consistent messages to the media, which highlight]
problem and promote better behaviour in the countrys
and encourage a partnership response.

In response toCovid-19, Defra has develofde a
ORespect the Outdoorsd c
follow the Countryside Code and to highlight the impag
of littering. We also supported, and provided funding fq
Keep Britain Ti dyods Lov
encouraged people to treat our kmarwith respect.
Preliminary evaluation of these campaigns indicates t
t hey had a positive infl
intended disposal of PPE litter, with anecdotal repo
from local authorities that the intervention resulted in
markedly beepficial outcome.

Plastic pollution is one of the biggest challenges fac
the marine environment today with plastic pollution fou
on coastlines accounting for 5% of the plastic that littg
the ocean, according to EUNOMIA. Defra funds th
Marine Conseration Society to record litter from section
of our coast which helps us to monitor the levels 4
trends of plastic pollution across several years. As
majority of ocean plastic pollution originates on land o
efforts have focussed on preventing plagntering the
ocean in the first place.

The Answer includes the following attached material:

Litter Composition Analysis [HL14656 Attachment.pdf]

The material can be viewed online at:
http://www.parliamat.uk/business/publications/writteyuestions
answersstatements/writtenquestion/Lords/20203-25/HL14656

Liverpool City Council

Asked by ord Alton of Liverpool

To ask Her Majesty's Government what rbley
envisage for the commissioners overseeing efgm
of the (1) planning, (2) highways, and (3) regenerati

departments of Liverpool City Council; what is their (&)

purpose, and (b) objectives; and how Itingy expect

12 April 2021
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a LofdIGreénhaégh: Thd prepbsednterverdian paskiage ¢ h
foa lpverpool £ityCounal presentee by she Seatrdtarynog
isState for Housing, Communities and Local Government
to Parliament on Wednesday 24 March includes the
rappointment of Commissioners for a minimum of three
years and the transfer all executive functions associated
with regeneration, highways and property management at
the Council to those Commissioners. The Secretary of
State will take a final decision, following consideration of

t h

d

brany representation received from the Council, aftér

nMay.

KThe® Qecretaly dft Stafe Bids RkpR<s&d the hope that it
Ndyill not be necessary for the Commissioners to exercise

ENthese powers, but instead that their main role would centre

heon supporting the Council itself in making changes. It is
proposed that mostedisions continue to be made by the

ralAuthority and the intention is that these powers should

thenly be used as a last resort, should the Authority not
deatisfy the Commissioners in their improvement
processes.

t o

h mp a iLiyerpoolcCitye Gounadil:rGrimmalpeop |l e
ts Investigation

P a r Asted byd-qidvyyan pfgiverpool wh i ¢ h

To ask Her Majesty's Government whether tax payers
hat i Liverpool will fund the cost of (1ghthe investigation

U §eB §yf Ma® Rallet M6 aclivilids GE Liverfddl Eitye N € €
s Council, and (2) commissioners for the investigation;
@ how much theinvestigation is expected to cost; and
how much money is alleged to have been overspent as a
result of an alleged lack of oversight by that Council.
[HL14614

Lord Greenhalgh: Liverpool City Council funded the
cost of the Best Value Inspection, in line with the
r1drequirements of the Local Government A&99. In the

th ast, where Commissioners have _been appomt(_ad under
Lr est Value powers, the relevant Directions required the
local authority to meet all reasonable fees and expenses
associated with the Commissioners. This expectation is
set out in section 5.B.of the Statutory intervention and
inspection: a guide for local authorities (May 2020). The
Secretary of State will take a final decision, following
consideration of any representation received from the
Council, after 24 May.

=

e

ng
d
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e
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Liverpool City Council: Standards
Asked by ord Alton of Liverpool

To ask Her Majesty's Government to provide details
of (1) the "pervasive and rotten culture", and (2) the
“culture of intimidation", within Liverpool City
Council, described by the Secretary of State for
Housing, Commanities and Local Government in a
statement on 24 MarcfHL14552

Asked by ord Alton of Liverpool

on

Df
To ask Her Majesty's Government to provide details

the commissioners will be involved in the running
these departments biverpool City Council.
[HL14557

of what the report of the findings of the Best Value
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inspection into Liverpool City Council, published on 2|

March, identified as a "secret cabal" operatinghisit
Liverpool City Council; what assessment they ha
made of which documents, if any, have been destro
in any of the Council 6s
details ofthe "serious breakdown of governance at
council" described by the Secretary of tStafor
Housing, Communities and Local Government on
March.[HL14553

Lord Greenhalgh: The Government fully accepts th
findings of the independent Best Value Inspection Rep
subject to any representations Liverpool City Coun
may wish to make about the report. The report, produ
by Max Caller CBE, ishased on the documentation an
personal testimony provided by councillors, officers, al

members of the public to the independent inspectors. Th

P

full  report can be viewed (attached)
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/liverpool
city-councitbestvalueinspectionreport

The Answer includes the following attached material:

Liverpool best value inspection report [210329
Liverpool_Best_Value_inspection_report HL14552 and
HL14553.pdf]

The material can be viewed online at:
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/writgrestions
answersstatements/writtexquestion/Lords/20R03-24/HL14552

Local Government: Buildings
Asked by ord Porter of Spalding

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessm
they have made of the resources local authorities
need to replace fossil fuel heating in their buildings &
housing stock taneet the Government's net zero carb
emission targetsHL 14414

Lord Callanan: The Government recognises that Loc
Authorities have an important part to play in tacklin
climate change, including in heat and building
decarboni sati on. -zero
target wil/l require virty
to be decarbonised, and
reduced to cl ose to zZe
Authorities can play a number of important roles in he
and buildings decarbonisation, including decarbonisi
heat in their own buildings and raising awarenet the
support available to increase voluntary uptake of Iq
carbon heat and energy efficiency measures. Lg
Authorities are able to apply for funding to decarboni
heat in their buildings through the Public Sect
Decarbonisation Scheme.

We also workclosely with Local Authorities to suppor
heat pump and heat networks deployment throy
schemes such as the Local Authority Delivery scheme
Local Energy Hubs, as well as providing funding throu

12 April 2021
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4 Sector Support Programme delivered by the Local
Government Association in 2021/22.

V€ The upcoming Heat and Buildings Strategy will set out
yefurther details on how we plan to work with local |
adtrfomigs td MedtholirSambitiénNofl heht %ind iildngd d €
Nedecarbonisation.

D . .
?4  Local Government: Carbon Emissions

Asked byord Porter of Spalding

ort To ask HerMajesty's Government what plans they
cil  have to work with local governmetd deliver national
ced strategies for carbon reductighlL14594

d
nd
r

D

Lord Greenhalgh: The Government is committed to

ckling climate change, and local authorities have a vital
contribution to make. Their unique insight into local
opportunitiesand priorities, their role as plashapers,
and their convening power enable them to drive carbon
emissions reductions and develop climate resilient
services across their whole area, with-bemefits for
better public health and thriving local economies.

Tackling emissions at a local level will make an
important contribution to the decarbonisation of transport,
energy and buildings. As such, many parts of Government
work closely with local government to deliver national
strategies for carbon reduction effigely at the local
level.

In 2020 the Government launched the Greenhouse
Homes Grant Local Authority Delivery Scheme, the
Public Sector Decarbonisation Scheme and the Public

enpector Low Carbon Skills Fund.

vill. The Local Energy programme also supports Local
NdEnterprise Partnerships (LEPs), local authorities and
bncommunities in England to play a leading role in

decarbonisation and clean growth. The Government's
wider plan to work with local government to deliver

national strategies for carbon reduction will be et in

our forthcoming net zero strategy.

M #eSpring g02% we wilh leet publishing a bold and
aambitipus Fransporf [degarbonisation Rlan which will setd i n g
dthawt to achieye netjzeyajenissiopsyacrosg aj modgseof
r tanspoy. r Djffgrant gagarbonysation solutions Wik a |
atrequired and will work best in different places across the
ngUK, and we have engaged with local government at all
levels in developing this Plan

W The Government will continue to work closely with
calocal authorities, now and over the course of the net zero
Setransition.

Dr

Q 2

JS

Marine Animals: Animal Welfare

gh Asked byBaroness Hayman of Ullock

And 14 ask Her Majesty's Government what steps they are
h taking to provide legal protections for aquatic animals.

the Social Housing Decarbonisation Fund to improve {
energy performance of social homes. In addition,
Government is providing funding and prioritising supp’%
for councils to tackle climate change as part of the an

he |HL14503
he

rt Lord Goldsmith of Richmond Park: There is a range
uadf legislation already in place to protect aquatic animals
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including the Salmon & Freshwater Fisheries Act 197
Eels Regulations 2009, Conservation of Seals Act 19
the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulati
2017 and the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981.
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5,where people can legally marry in England and Wales. As

[70part of that review, the Government invited the Law
bn€ommission to make

reaumendations about how
marriage by humanist and other natigious belief

The Joint Nature Conservation Committee has récent organisations could be incorporated into a revised or new

commenced the seventh Quinquennial Review
Schedules 5 and 8 of the Wildlife and Countryside A
1981. Later this year, JNCC will make evideti@esed
recommendations to the Secretary of State as to wi
species warrant additional legal protectionsdoure their
future conservation. The Government will consider a
recommendations to add species to Schedule 5 or §

this point, once these recommendations have b
submitted.
Further, the Fisheries Act's ecosystems object

ofscheme for all marriages that is simple, fair and
ctconsistent.

The Commission launched its consultation on 3
icBeptember 2020 and this closed on 4 January 2021. The
law on wedding ceremonies is a complex and important

hyarea of the law. The Commission considered it essential to

, @bnduct an extensive consultation with the wide range of

beimterested groups and individuai$o would be affected

by reform.
ve The Commission expects to report to Government with

contains a requiremend t'minimise, and where possible its recommendations in the second half of this year. The

eliminate bycatch of sensitive marine species”. We W
set out policies that will help to achieve this objective
the Joint Fisheries Statement, which is a -Wide
document.

Marines
Asked byord West of Spithead

To ask Her Majesty's Government what was th
trained personnel strength of the Royal Marines on (]
April 2010, (2) 1 April 2016, and (3) what do the
estimatewill be thetrained personnel strength on
April 2025.[HL14667

Baroness Goldie:As at 1 January 2021, the current

Full Time Trained Strength of the Roydharines is 5,968.
On 1 April 2010 and 1 April 2016, the Full Time Traine|

Strength of the Royal Marines was 7,082 and 6,921

respectively.

The recent Defence Command Paper announced
the Royal Marines will transition into the Futur

Commando Force anddapt new and autonomous

capabilities. As a result, force structures will change |
decisions are yet to be made on the future size of
Royal Marines.

Marriage
Asked byBaroness Whitaker

To ask Her Majesty's Government, following th
Hi gh Cjodgemerd srHarrison v Secretary of
State for Justice & others, published on 31 July 20
what plans they have to introduce legislation
recognise humanist marriages in England and Wa
[HL14304

Asked byBaroness Whitaker

To ask Her Majesty's Government what plans th
have to introduce legislation iresponse to the Law
Commi ssionds forthcomi ng
[HL14305

Lord Wolfson of Tredegar: The Law Commission is

illGovernment will decide on provision for noaligious
in belief marriage, on the basis of the Law Commission's
reconmendations.

Mediterranean Sea: Migrants and Refugees
Asked byord Hylton

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment

)el they have made of the call by the UN Refugee Agency
and the International Organisation for Migration on 20
{ August 2020 to strengtherhd search and rescue

capacity of refugees and migrants in the Mediterranean
to prevent further loss of lifgHL14189

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: Search and Rescue in
the Mediterranean continues to have an important role in
saving lives at sea. The UK Government remains

N &

concerned about the continued high humiemigrants
crossing the Mediterranean and the number of fatalities.

ZhatSince October 2015, the UK has allocated over £175
| million of humanitarian assistance in response to the
| Mediterranean migration crisis. Any assistance assigned
hu . L
0 Libyan search and ressuentities should be made
th e ; o2 ; .
conditional on no one being arbitrarily detained; ill
treated or subjected to human rights violations Jpost
disembarkation.

Mental Health Services: Carers

¢}

Asked byBaroness Browning

P0, To ask Her Majesty's Government what steps they

to plan to take support the mental health needs of frontline

es. care workers in the charitable and +hat-profit sectors.
[HL1437Q

Lord Bethell: We have worked alongside the National

eyHealth Service and other organisations to provide a
package of emotional, psychological and practical

re§0%rce§ feORNa" sare Worlée(r]m&hijdirp those ir(Ji \tlpe

) charitable ‘and ndbr-pr(wit sectors. is package

includes support helplines, guidance, bereavement

resources and a bespoke package of support for registered

conducting a fundamental review of the law on how 4

ndmanagers. We have also worked with the sector to ensure
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that wellbeing esources and best practice advice areCivil Partnerships, Marriages and DeatfRegistration

streamlined and easier to navigate.

Mental Health Services: Young People
Asked by ord Taylor of Warwick

To ask Her Majesty's Government what steps they
taking to provide targeted mental health support
unemploye young peoplgHL14241

etc.) Act 2019. The Pregnancy Loss Review team has
been speaking with women and men with lived
experience of pregnancy loss, clinicians, nurses,
bereavement midwives, registrars, faith leaders, charities
and officials in the United Kingdorand other countries,
Lr8rawing on other methods for gathering evidence.

to
Montelukast: Children

Lord Bethell: We remain comntied to the aims of the Asked byThe Lord Bishop of London

NHS Long Term Plan to invest at least an additional £

billion a year into mental health services for all ages,

including for children and young people aged 0 to

years old, by 2023/24. We are introducing new modelqg of
care thawill give 370,000 people, including young adults
with serious mental illness, greater choice and conirol

over their care and that will support them to live well
their communities. These models include access
employment support.

Metropolitan Police: Misconduct

Asked byord Lexden

P
2.3 To ask Her Majesty's Government what

recommendations have been made by the Medicines
and Healthcare products Regulatory Agenegarding

the prominence of warnings concerning mental health
risks associated with the use of Montelukast in children;
and what is the timescale for implementation of any
such recommendation$iL14325

25

n
to
Lord Bethell: Warnings on mental health risks
associated with the use of montelukast in children are
included in the product information and in prescribing and
other resources available to health professionals and
patients. The warnings were strengthened in 2019 and the

To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to the Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency
answer by Lord Wolfson of Tredegar on 16 March (HL issued an alert in its Drug Safetypdate bulletin for

Deb, col 167), what discussions they have had with
Independent Office for Police Condwatiout the

th@rescribers. However, in response to concerns raised and
in line with independent expert advice, more prominent

reasons (1) why the gaty assistant commissioner of Warnings will be included in product information and

the Metropolitan Police was not cresgamined in
relation to allegations of misconduct during Operati

patient alert cards and safety leaflets will be provided to
hnhPatients. These materials are currently being developed

Midland, and (2) for the length of time it took tp and are expected to be introduced later this year.

complete its inquirytHL14387

Baroness Williams of Trafford: Operational decisions|
made as part of its investigations aematter for the
Independent Office for Police Conduct (IOPC). |
response to Sir Ri chard
Home Secretary, she has written to the IOPC asking

Mozambique: Democratic Republic of Congo
Asked byrhe Marquess of Lothian

He 79 aSG ides Majestys LSgverpment }_/vi@rt assggsment o
hat they have made of the (1) securitytusiion in

=]

it replies directly to Sir Richard about its decisions Mozambique, and (2) the statement by Save The

concerning Operation Mland.

This letter is available on gov.uk at the followin
address:
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/up

ds/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/970281/HS_Ldtte

r_to_Michael Lockwood- Op. Kentia.pdf
Miscarriage: Registration of Births, Deaths,
Marriages and Civil Partnerships
Asked byBaroness Hodgson of Abinger
To ask Her Majesty's Government whettiery

conducted a consultation to inform their actiops

pursuant to section 3 of the Civil Partnership

Marriages and Deaths (Registration etc.) Act 2019; and’

if so, what the outcome of the consultation w3g
[HL14447

Lord Bethell: The Government has not conducted

Children, published on 16 March, highlighting
atrocities that have occurred in the Cabo Delgado
province, including the beheading of children; and what
steps they are taking with international parsnéo
prevent Islamic State from gaining influence in (a)
Mozambique, and (b) the Democratic Republic of
Congo.[HL14647

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: The UK is deeply
concerned by the deteriorating security situation in
northern Mozambique, and the increasing attacks by
groups with links to Islamist extremism. Alse Minister
for Africa set out publicly on 17 March, we are appalled
by reports of beheadings of children in the Cabo Delgado
province. We have been particularly concerned by recent
' attacks in Palma, which we utterly condemn, and are in

oa

[

close contact wit the local authorities in Cabo Delgado.
"We regularly engage with our international partners,
including the US, France, Portugal and South Africa, to

adiscuss a shared approach to the situation in Cabo

n

consultation to inform actions pursuant to section 3 of {

heDelgado.
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We are working with the Governments of Mozaqi#
and the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) to addréss
the root drivers of conflict and instability. In Mozambique
we are providing targeted assistance under the framework T4 ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment
of a Defence Memorandum of Understanding and £18m they have made of (1) the prevalence of Islamist
of humanitarian and developmesupport to support thos insurgency in notteast Mozambique, and (2) the
displaced by the conflict. In DRC we are contributing fo number of people displaced as a result of
the UN Peacekeeping Mission MONUSCO (£52m [n thatinsurgencyjHL14231
2020/21 and the provision of three military staff officers),

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: The UK is deeply

while our severyear peace and stability programme |s eaon ¥ _dee )
supporting leaklevel peace building initiatives and concerned by the deteriorating security situation in
helping communities to secure land access, constfudiorthern Mozambique, and the increasing attacks by

critical infrastructure and access incogeneration | 9roups with links to Islamic extremism. To date, the
opportunities in the east. We continue to urge the UN andnsurgency hs claimed over 2,000 lives and displaced
the DRC Government to work closely together to @ecot| over 670,000 people. We are working with the

Mozambique: Terrorism

Asked byBaroness Ritchie of Downpatrick

civilians from Ongoing violence and address the rcotGOVernment of Mozambique to address the root drivers of
econflict and instability, including through engagement

causes of conflict. The Minister for Africa discussed t { [
the Government of Mozambique's regional

importance of addressing these issues with Presig
Tshisekedi during his visit to DRC in November last y¢
and during a telephone call @0 March.

Mozambique: Politics and Government
Asked byThe Lord Bishop of London

To ask Her Majesty's Government what plans th

1

eryith

ardevelopmentathority in Cabo Delgado, and by providing

targeted technical assistance under the framework of a
Defence Memorandum of Understanding. The UK has

provided £19m of humanitarian and development support
to internally displaced people in northeast Mozambique

through UN agencies, ensuring they have access to food,
shelter and basic healthcare.

ey

have to facilitate a coordinated response from UK Music: Education

political, economic and faith leaders to the situation|in

Cabo Delgado, Mozabique; and, in coordinating any Asked by-ord Storey

such response, how they will take account of the  To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment

influence of (1) natural disasters, (2) insurgents align
with Islamic State, and (3) the recruitment of poor a
disaffected young people to armed groups in the regi
[HL1432f

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: The UK is deeply
concered by the deteriorating security situation |
northern Mozambique. We are working with th
Government of Mozambique and other key stakehold
to address the root drivers of conflict and instability
Cabo Delgado province. This includes closeoperatia
with the Government of Mozambique's region
development authority in Cabo Delgado; providir
targeted technical assistance under the framework of

£19m of humanitarian and development support
internally displaced people through UN agencig
ensuring they have access to food, shelter and b
healthcare. UK development assistance in Mozambi

also includes programmes to drive more inclusive growthEducation Hubs.

e

A

Defence Memorandum of Understanding; and providing

ed they have made of the (1) funding, and (2) operations,

nd of music hubsiHL1434§
0

n. . .
Baroness Berridge: The government believes that the
arts are an essential part of a broad and balanced
education and that higfuality arts education should not

N be the preserve of the elite, but the entitlement of every

e child.

'S Music Education Hubs have a vital role to play not only
n. ) ;

i n core school urimudchiden have t
access to all the benefits of a wider musical education
through instrumental lessons and ensembles. They have
g acted swiftly and innovatively to support schools through

Yhe covid-19 outbreak, including the continuation of
tocontinuing proéssional development to classroom
s teachers.

hsic On Friday 26 March, the department announced £79

ugillion in the financial year 20222, to fund Music
This funding had already been

and to promote good governance. We are also wgrkin confirmed earlier this month with Arts Council England,
with the government and private sector to promgteour must hubs delivery partner, and they confirmed
training and skills opportunities for youth in the regiop. funding with all the Music Education Hubs organisations.

As one of the most climate vulnerable countries in

eThe government also announced our ambitious plan for

world, the UK is partnering with Mozambique on climate all children to have access to highality music
adaptation, including by buildingh¢ resilience of the| education, with the publication of the Model Music

most vulnerable to climate shocks and natural disasters.

Curriculum, a new music curriculum for key stages 1, 2

al


http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2021-03-17/HL14326
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2021-03-17/HL14326
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2021-03-15/HL14231
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2021-03-17/HL14348

Pageb4

and 3. The plans to refresh music lessons follow the
return to school for all pupils this month, and alongsi
wider plans to help pupil catalp on lost education.

Musicians: EU Countries
Asked byLord Black of Brentwood

To ask Her Majesty's Government which EU Memb

States they have spoken to since 1 January af
touring arrangements for musicians; and whether any of

the solutions relating (1) to visas, and (2) to wo
permitsadvocated by music organisations sitting on t

Department for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport

Cultural Renewal Taskforce Working Groups we
discussed at those meeting$.14368

Baroness Barran: This Government understands that

the cultural and creative sectors rely on the ability
move people acrosborders quickly, simply, and with
minimal cost and administration. Touring is a vital part
musi cians6 and perfor mer

cultural exchange across the world.

The
more generous than many EU Member States. (
proposals remain on the table and our door is open if
EU is willing to reconsider its position.

We are now working urgently across government and
collaboration with the music and wider creative
industries, including through the DCM&d working
group, to look at the issues and options, to help the seq
resume touring with ease as soon as it is safe to do so.

We will engage with bilateral partners to find wags
make life easier for those working in the creati
industries in countries across the EU. We will prioritis
seeking to ensure all M ¢
around existing rules is simple and accessible.

Myanmar: Politics and Government
Asked by ord Alton of Liverpool

To ask Her Majesty's Government what discussid
they have had with the government of (1) Australia, &
(2) the United States, about the situation in Myanm
andwhat plans they have to replicate the spec
measures introduced those countries for Myanmal
citizens unable to return to their country safel
[HL14555

Lord Goldsmith of Richmond Park: The UK is
leading a strong and coordinated international respons

the coup. We continue to engage closely with partners o

a range of issues. We welcome the US announcemen
TemporaryProtected Status for Myanmar nationals in t
country. Australia has not yet introduced special measu
for Myanmar Nationals. We are continuing to explore t

options for supporting Myanmar Nationals in the UK who

could be in danger if they return.

12 Apr
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ull The najority of Myanmar nationals present within the
deUK have already utilised the switching provisions within
our immigration system to continue their regularised stay.

Myanmar: Religious Freedom
Asked byThe Lord Bishop of Winchester

- To ask Her Majesty's Gowvement what
out assessmerthey have made of (1) the contribution made
to aiding reconciliation by, and (2) the vulnerability of,

" religious groups in MyanmajL14611

ne Lord Goldsmith of Richmond Park: The UK is very
s concerned by divisive, racist and nationalist propaganda
re perpetuated by the military regime sinde tcoup. Our
Embassy is meeting with a range of stakeholders,
including Buddhist, Christian and Muslim leaders who
are bravely standing up against the military junta. The UK
also works with partners and other community leaders to
improve religious tolerarec and social cohesion through
Iacilitatin'g a grreater understanding . of religioust an
diﬁe?encés,’ anfl rpr8rr\1/o{in diglgguenb%twee
different communities across Myanmar.

We continue to raise our concern, including at the UN
rHuman Rights Council, at ¢hRace and Religion Laws
and the 1982 Citizenship Law which have been used to

iscriminate against neBuddhists.

to

of i d

[=}

e
Du
th

N Nagorno-Karabakh: Cultural Heritage

Asked byrhe Lord Bishop of St Albans

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment
they have made of perts that Armenian cultural
heritage, including churches and monuments, in the

€ NagorneKarabakh region has been destroyed by
P€  Azerbaijan during the dispute over that territory.
> Mg 146605t at es 6 public gui

Asked byThe Lord Bishop of St Albans

To ask Her Majesty's Government what
representations they have made to the governmint
Azerbaijan about reports of the (1) destruction of an
Armenian church, and (2) destruction of cultural
d heritage, in the Nagorrarabakh regiorfHL14667

ar; Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: The Minister for
jalEuropean Neighbourhood and the Americas has
emphasised the importance of protecting all cultural
v. heritage sitesto both the Armenian and Azerbaijani
Governments, most recently during her visits to the region
in February. The UK Ambassador to Azerbaijan has also
raised this issue with representatives of the Azerbaijani
overnment. The protection of cultural heriteaféected
L Y conflict and the prevention of acts of destruction
| cfemains a priority for this Government. We continue to
reunderllne our support for the efforts of UNESCO in this
1e?egard, and for the GGhairs of the Organization for
Security and Capperation m Europe Minsk Group in
their work to facilitate a lasting peaceful settlement to the
conflict.

h

tors

ns

e

ranIy

dance
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National Economic Crime Centre: Lloyds
Banking Group

Asked byt ord Sikka

To ask Her Majesty's Government whether t
National Economic Crime Centre of the Netal Crime
Agency has received any (1) sponsorship, or
funding, from Lloyds Banking GroupHL14342

Baroness Williams of Trafford: The National
Economic Crime Centre (NECC) has not received 4
sponsorship or funding from Lloyds Banking Group.

The NECC has one nerosting secondee from Lloyds
This is thér third private sector secondee. All seconde]

complete a vetting process and sign a secondnje

agreement that includes restrictions on disclosure
National Crime Agency information.

National Tutoring Programme
Asked byord Taylor of Warwick

To askHer Majesty's Government what steps they 3
taking to expand the capacity of the National Tutori
ProgrammelHL146064

Baroness Berridge: In summer 2020, as part of th
initial £1 billion Covid19 catchup package, we
announced the £350 million National Tutorin
Programme (NTP) to help tackle the impact oftl
teaching time. As schools continue to face unpreceder
challenges, the NTP has been designed to help easg
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process for a

National Tutoring Programme: Vetting
Asked by ord Storey

To ask Her Majesty's Government what are the
safeguarding requirements for tutors working with
children on the National Tutoring Programme.
[HL14664

Baroness Berridge: The safeguarding of children and

young people is paramount to the Nationaltoring
sProgramme (NTP), and we have worked closely with our
lﬂelivery partners to ensure that robust safeguarding
oprocesses are in place across both pillars of the NTP.

Safeguarding was fully assessed as part of the

application process with detailed dudigtnce checks
carried out for potential
agreements being entered, and ongoing monitoring
throughout the lifetime of the grant. The assessment
carried out as part of the application focused on five broad
"€areas: Safeguarding Paofi@and Procedures; Safeguarding
'9Training and Development; Organisational Structure and
Governance; Safe Recruitment Policies and Procedures;
L and Specific Practices for Online Tuition. We take
safeguarding seriously and we have robust processes in
y blace befee and during the delivery of the NTP. To date,
no safeguarding incidents have been reported by schools
teldp the programme.

> thendividual tuition partners are responsible for managing

tuition partners ahead of

burden on teachers and school leaders and support thetimeir own safeguarding policies and procedures, with

in helping those pupils who have missed out the most.

To date, since its launch in Member 2020, over
155,000 pupils and 4,000 schools have enrolled for tuit|
support with the NTP Tuition Partners. Over 20,0
tutors are now supporting pupils across England and
aim is to provide tuition to over 250,000 pupils th
academic year. Thiis in addition to placing over 1,00
Academic Mentors in our most disadvantaged schoolg
provide tuition to pupils that need the most help to cat
up.

The NTP ensures that additional support has bg
allocated to regions with the largest numbers
disadvantaged pupils, and in regions where accesg
tutoring has historically been lower. The Tuition Partng
offer a good blend of national and regional provide
which can offer support to schools across all regions|
England.

We are extending the prgmme further to provide
tuition in the next academic year. This will help U
continue to deliver high quality tutoring, which wil
benefit even more disadvantaged pupils. In Febru
2021, the government announced a further allocation
£83 million to asist in expanding
programme. The new funding enables the NTP to re
hundreds of thousands more disadvantaged pupils in

the 2021/22
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next academic year. We are currently undertaking

oversight from the Edutian Endowment Foundation to
ensure processes remain robust and required standards are
orinet. However, all tutors are required to be enhanced
po Disclosure and Barring Service and Barred list checked
outor equivalent for international tutors), and complete
s appropiate safeguarding training to work on this
) programme.

Nazanin Zaghari-Ratcliffe
Asked byBaroness Ritchie of Downpatrick

To ask Her Majesty's Government what

)

to discussions they have had with, and (2) representations

they have made to, the governmentli@in about the
court proceedings against Nazanin Zagfaicliffe
[HL14232

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: We are using every

diplomatic tool available to secure the immediate and
S permanent release of arbitrarily detained dual British

nationals in Iran. We continue to raise Mrs Zaghari
anRatcliffe's case at the mosenior levels in the Iranian
oGovernment. We requested access to the hearing on 14
March, as we have done for previous hearings and will do
aclfor any future hearings. Iran routinely denies us access to
thihese because they do not recognise Mrs Zadrtetdliffe

aas a dual British national and view her as solely Iranian.

del
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The Foreign Secretary continues directly to pre
Foreign Minister Zarif for her release and the Prin
Minister has raised this with President Rouhani, m
recently on 10 March. Our Ambassador Trehran
consistently raises our detainees with the Iranian Minig
of Foreign Affairs, most recently on 15 March.

NHS: Apprentices
Asked byord Taylor of Warwick

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessm
they have made of the level of interest irHSI
apprenticeships; and what estimate, if any, they hi
made of the number of people they expect to apply
such schemes in the next 12 montH$.14603

Lord Bethell: There is a high level of interest in
National Health Service apprenticeships. Data from {
Department for Education shows over 18,000 NH

apprentices started training in 2019/20 in a range of roles.

We have not undertaken an estimate of the number
applications to NHS apprentice schemes in the next
months.

NHS: Procurement
Asked byBaroness Hooper

To ask Her Majesty's Government what esssnent
they have made of the potential impact on the princip|
of (1) transparency, and (2) accountability, of thg
proposed changes to NHS Procurement in Engld
[HL14314

Asked byBaroness Hooper

To ask Her Majesty's Government what plans th
have, if any, to amend their proposals for the reform
NHS procurement in England so that, once a decisior
principle to proceed to a competitive tender has bg

made, the procurement rules are the same as those

applicable to the rest of the public sectbil.14315
Asked byBaroness Hooper

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessm
they have made of how theroposed reform of
procurement by the NHS in England will (1) preven
and (2) address, conflicts of interest within integrat
care systems in which providers and commissioners
working togethertHL14314

Lord Bethell: NHS England is currently consulting of
the proposal for a new provider selection regiri@e
central requirement of the proposed new regime is {

arrangements for the delivery of healthcare services n udt
be made in a transparent way, in the best interests &t

patients, taxpayers and the population. All oth
procurement will continue to baubject to Cabinet Office
procurement processes.

The proposed new provider selection regime will 3
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3ﬁvelcomes the first democratic transition of power in

Niger's history with the upcoming
PresidentElect Mohamed Bazoum on Friday 2 April. We
hope this achievement will help pave the way for greater
political stability in the future. However, the UK remains
concerned about human rights abuses and violations in
Niger. The recent attacks Niger's border areas are also
deeply troubling.
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sscompetitive tender exercisdor example, that it must be

ransparent and fair. sedkHS

bstviews on the proposed key criteria to be considered when
decision makers are running a competitive tender to

tryensure that services are arranged in the best interest of
patients, taxpayers and the population. The proposal will
include steps that de@®-making bodies can take to
manage conflicts of interest when arranging services. We
will also develop a broader conflict of interest policy in
relation to integrated care systems to address this issue
specifically.

.ve Niger: Economic Situation and Politicsand

Government
Asked byBaroness Kennedy of Cradley

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment

they have made of the political and economic situation

in Niger.[HL14449
Lord Goldsmith of Richmond Park: The UK

inaugtiom of

Regarding the economic situation in Niger, the country

ir remains at the bottom of the Human Development Index.
ndwe are focused on supporting stability in Niger and the
wider Sahel. We are providing humanisar assistance,
support for conflict resolution, and tackling the root
causes of instability and poverty, including through
eYysupport to girls' education.

Nigeria: Fulani
Asked byBaroness Cox

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment

they have made ofl) the types of weapons used by

Ful ani her ds men invol ved
Middle Belt, and (2) from which countries these

weapons originat¢HL14568

Lord Goldsmith of Richmond Park: The UK

argovernment condemns all incidents of intercommunal
violence. These have had a devastating impact on both
Chrigian and Muslim communities across multiple states
in Nigeria. The UK Government urges all communities to
ork together to address problems peacefully and to

void division. We have made clear to the Nigerian
uthorities at the highest levels the impor&anof
rotecting civilians, including ethnic and religious

minorities, and human rights for all. The Minister for
Africa and the Deputy National Security Adviser have
raised the issue of intercommunal violence with President
elBuhari's Chief of Staff, IbrahinGambari, most recently
in December 2020. The Minister for Africa publicly

E n
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welcomed President Buhari's commitment to protect [all approved the control of eight GP Services contracts to

religious and ethnic groups in the country in February th

s be passetb Operose Health; and what consultation

year, and reiterated the importance of communitles involving (1) local authorities, and (2) patient

working together
The FCDO monitors incidents of intercommuna

representatives, was undertaken betbet decision
was approvedHL14426

violence very closely, both from the UK and through the | orq Bethell: After forming a partnership with
British High Commission in Nigeria. Although we do n@t operose Health Ltd, the contrastvner AT Medics Ltd
hold figures on the numbers killed during incidents pf 5gked permission of the North Central London Clinical

intercommunal violence, the Armed Conflitbcation

Commissioning Group (CCG) as the commissioner of the

and Event Data Project estimates there have been |jugblevant services, for the transfer of the holdings to

over 6,000 fatalities from all conflict and political Operose Health Ltd. Such a transfer is allowed under the
violence across Nigeria's Middle Belt, plus Kaduna andierms of the GPantract. In this case, there was no legal

Taraba, over the last five years. These fatalities span a}j

r contractual basis for the CCG to reject the transfer as it

rgligious groups anq atic backgrounds. Perpetrators Qf il not lead to any significant change in service
violence in the Middle Belt have used a range [ofyrgyision. The contract owner remains AT Medics Ltd

weapons, including staves, knives and guns in attacks.

Asked byBaroness Cox

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment

they have made of the number of people killed
Ful ani herdsmen during f
Belt in each of the previous five yeaidL 14569

Lord Goldsmith of Richmond Park: The UK

(=]
<

and the change of control of the holding compaoy
Operose Health Ltd does not affect service provision in
any way.

No consultation involving local authorities and patient

representatives was undertaken as this is _only, requir
i tele 1 & sghifbantHatys i doideproviabnd 01 €

North Korea: Capital Punishment

Government condemns all incidents of intercommunal )

violence. These have had a devastating impact on koth Asked bytord Alton of Liverpool

Christian and Muslim communities across multiple stales  To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment
in Nigeria. The UK Government urges all communities [to they have made of reports of the public executions in
work together to address problems peacefully and|to pyongyang on 2 March of people charged with illegally

avoid division. We have made clear to the Nigerian gistributing entertainment media; what representations
authorities at the highest levels the importance |of they have made to the government of North Korea

protecting civilians, including ethnic and rebgis

minorities, and human rights for all. The Minister far

about such reports; and what plans they have to raise
these reports at the next meeting of the UN Human

Africa and the Deputy National Security Adviser haVe Rights Council[HL14404

raised the issue of intercommunal violence with Preside

Buhari's Chief of Staff, Ibrahim Gambari, most recently

in December 2020. The Ministeior Africa publicly

nt
Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: We are aware of recent

reports of public executions in Pyongyang of individuals

welcomed President Buhari's commitment to protect [allcharged with distributing llegal entertainment media.
religious and ethnic groups in the country in February thisPue to the closed nature of the regime in the Democratic
year, and reiterated the importance of communities®€ople’s Republic of Korea, we cannot verify the

working together.

The FCDO monitors incidents of intercommungl
violence very closely, both from the UK and through th
British High Commission in Nigeria. Although we do ng

e
t
hold figures on the numbers killed during incidents pf
n

intercommunal violence, the Armed Conflict Locatig
and Event Data Project estimates there hasenbjust
over 6,000 fatalities from all conflict and political

accuracy of these reports. The UK, working with partners,
ensures that annual UN resolutions consistently call on
the DPRKto end its use of the death penalty and adhere
to international standards on judicial procedures. We also
continue to raise our concerns directly with the DPRK

Government, including with the DPRK's Ambassador in

London.

violence across Nigeria's Middle Belt, plus Kaduna and North Korea: Guided Weapons

Taraba, over the last five years. These fatalities span

religious groups and ethnic backgrounds. Perpetrators of

violence in the Midd¢ Belt have used a range qf
weapons, including staves, knives and guns in attacks.

North Central London Clinical
Commissioning Group

Asked byt ord Smith of Finsbury

al Asked ly Baroness Kennedy of Cradley

To ask Her Majesty's Government what steps they
have taken in response to the recent ballistic missile
tests conducted by North Korea in the Sea of Japan.
[HL14647

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: The UK is deeply
coneerned by the launch on 25 March of two short range
ballistic missiles by North Korea in violation of UN

To ask Her Majesty's Government why the North Security Council resolutions. The Minister for Asia made

Central LondorClinical Commissioning  Group

clear our deep concern in a statement that day and called
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on North Korea to refrain from furthgrovocations and
to engage in meaningful negotiations with the Unit
States. The UK joined other members of the UN Secu
Council in requesting that the Council address No
Korea's latest actions at its meeting on 30 March.

remain committed to sering peace on the Korean

peninsula, working closely with allies and partners
upholding the rulebased international
securing an end to North Korea's illegal activities.

North Korea: Humanitarian Situation
Asked byBaroness Kennedy of Craey

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessm

they have made of the humanitarian situation in No
Korea.[HL1464Q

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: The UK is concerned
that humanitarian needs may be growing in North Kor
According to UN figures, 40%
population were food insecure in 2019. Wesess that
North Korea's own

January 2020, and that natural disasters last year
have reduced harvest yields. Restrictions on inter

movement, including for UN ageies and NGOs, have

also severely impacted the distribution of aid and supp

and resulted in the departure of most of the internatio

community. Without an international presence able
access affected areas, it is not possible to arrive at a
assessment. We encourage North Korea to allow entry
humanitarian workers to carry out an

flow freely into the country. We fully support the deliver
of humanitarian support to the mostliverable in North
Korean society and continue to urge North Korea
concentrate on improving the lives of its most vulner
people rather than developing its illegal nuclear
ballistic missile programmes.

Northern Ireland
Asked byBaroness Hoey

To ak Her Majesty's Government what steps they &
taking to ensure that citizens of Northern Ireland hg

the same rights as citizens of other nations in the Uni
Kingdom.[HL1427§

Viscount Younger of Leckie: The Government is
firmly committed to ensuring the ongoing recognition a
protection of rights for &people across the UK.

Guarantees of equality and rights, which recognise
unigue circumstances of Northern Ireland, are
fundamental part of the Belfast Agreement.

The Government remains firmly committed t

upholding the Belfast Agreement in all ggarts, including

system an

of North Korea's

restrictions at the border ha
prevented aid shipments from entering the country sif

independs
assessment of humanitarian needs, and to allow aig

a:ﬁe
d
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the important rights it protects, the constitutional
edprinciples it upholds, and the institutions it established.

ity
/t/h Nuclear Non-proliferation Treaty
e
Asked byBaroness Miller of Chilthorne Domer
(ij“ To ask Her Majesty's Government what are thésU

obligations under Article VI of the Treaty on the Non
Proliferation of Nuclear Weapon$iL1432§

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: Under Article VI of the
Treaty on the NoiProliferation of Nuclear Weapons
(NPT) the UK is obliged to pursue negotiations in good
faith on effective measures relating to cessationhef t

erfiuclear arms race at an early date and to nuclear
rthdisarmament, and on a treaty on general and complete
disarmament under strict and effective international
control. Maintaining and renewing elements of the UK's
nuclear deterrent capability is fully castent with this
Paobligation.

Asked byBaroness Miller of Chilthorne Domer

ve

e To ask Her Majesty's Government what are the UK's

obligations as a depositary government of the Treaty on
"3 the NonProliferation of Nuclear Weapons; and what
Nal steps they take to fulfihe responsibilities of that role.
| [HL14330

nai Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: The UK government
toacts in accordance with Article IX of the NPT which
fuitates: 'The Depositary Governments shall promptly
fonform all signatory and acceding States of the date of
snteach signature, the date of deposit of each instrument of
teatification or of accession, the date of the entry into force
y of this Treaty, and the date of receipt of any requests for
convening a conference or other notices.'
to

Nuclear Weapons
Asked byBaroness Miller of Chilthorne Domer

To ask Her Majesty's Government,rther to the
remark by Baroness Goldie on 23 March (HL Deb, col
808) that "We are satisfied that we are compliant with
the nonproliferation treaty", what assessment they have
wre made of the statement on 17 March by UN
ve spokespersonhat the decision othe Government to
ted increase their nuclear weapons arsenal is "contrary to its
obligations to Article Six of the Treaty on the Non
Proliferation of Nuclear WeapongHL14587

nd Lord Goldsmith of Richmond Park: Maintaining and
renewing elements of the UK's nuclear deterrent
h capability is fully consistent with ounternational legal
%bligations, including those under Article VI of the Treaty
n the NorProliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT). The
UK remains committed to the stdyy-step approach to
D nuclear disarmament under the framework of the NPT,
and the longem goal of a world without nuclear
weapons.
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Occupied Territories: British Nationals
Abroad

Asked byBaroness Sheehan

12 April 2021

To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to thewhich were accepted by the government of Jersey. The

Written Answer byLord Ahmad of Wimbledon on 24
February (HL13287), what is theassessment of thd

involvement of UK citizens in the deaths of Palestinianfeécommendations. Jersey agreed; the review took place as

citizens while serving with the Israeli Defence Force
[HL14236

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: We have not made ar
assessment of this issue. In instances where there
been accusations of excessive use of force, we continy
urge Israeto ensure that its investigations are transpare
swift and comprehensive. We also continue to stress
importance of the Israeli security forces providin
appropriate protection to the Palestinian civilig
population, in particular the need to protebildren, and
urge restraint in the use of live fire.

Occupied Territories: International Criminal
Court

Asked byt ord Blencathra

To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to tf
Written Answer byLord Ahmad of Wimbledon on 9
March (HL13569), what assessntghey have made of
the reported concerns of the governments of (1)
United States, (2) Australia, and (3) Canada, about
International Criminal Court opening
investigationinto alleged war crimes in the West Banl
Gaza and East Jerusalgil 14182

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: UK officials are in
regula contact with US, Australian and Canadig
authorities on a range of issues and are aware of t
views on this matter. We respect the independence of
International Criminal Court, and we expect it to exerci
due prosecutorial and judicial discipline

Offences against Children: Jersey
Asked by ord Sikka

To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to the

BBC Four documentary Dark Secrets of a Trillig
Dollar Island: Garenne, broadcast on 15 March, wi
assessment they have made of the government
Jersg 6s handling of <child

appoint an independent inquiry to investigate the

handling of such abusgdL14427

Lord Wolfson of Tredegar: In December 2013
Jerseyds government appoi
investigate allegations of the abuse of children in
i slandds
Jersey Care Inquiry (1JCI) opened on 3 April 2014. L
by an independent panel of experts, the 1JCI conductg
wide-ranging investigation into all aspects of child ca
and protection services in Jersey, closing on § 20{L7

he
froma 1945 tesdats. (Thee rtndependelt

s.scheduled with the followap report being published on
23 September 2019. It acknowledged Jedssy
commitment to implementing the recommendations of the

ICJI and commended Jersey on its progress.
La;/;Jersey is not part of the United Kingdom. As a-self

ntgoverning dependency of the Crown with autonomy in its

th omestic affairs, child care and protection mattén
ersey are the responsibility of the Jersey authorities. It

g would not therefore be appropriate for the UK to appoint

n_ " . A ! .
an independent inquiry to investigate this matter.

Ogier: Fines
Asked byord Sikka

To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to the t
tribunal judgment in Odey Asset Management LLP and
others v HMRC [2021] UKFTT 31 (TC), what penalties
have been levied upon Ogier Trustee (Jersey) Limited.
[HL14477

he Lord Agnew of Oulton: The administration of the tax
theystem i s a matter for HM

ne

an would not be appropriate for Treasuryinisters to

, become involved in the administration of the tax system
in specific cases.

Overseas Aid
Asked byord Alton of Liverpool

To ask Her Majesty's Government what plans they
have to adopt the target set by the Strategic Defence
and Security Review@®5, to spend 50 per cent of their
aid budget in countries affected by conflietL14179

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: In November 2020 the
Foreign Secretary announced a new strategic framework
for how the UK's Official Development Assistance will
be spent in 2021. The framework sharpens our focus on
he seven gibal challenges where the UK can make the

ost difference including: climate and biodiversity;
4Bl an global heglth gacylty: gids; edueafian, sciepge |
and research; open socleties and conflict; humanitarian
assistance; and trade. This year, the For8Biegretary will
lead a crosslepartmental review on a new development
strategy to ensure close alignment of UK aid with the
objeetives ® De sét oudie thedmedratediRevievn g U i r y

Asked byt ord Alton of Liverpool

n
heir
the
se

n
n
nat

h

bd  To ask Her Majesty's Government what steps they
d ahave taken to provide relief for civil society in those
e countries affected by conflict where the UK has sought
to bring an end to violencpdL1418Q
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wi t h t he publicati on of t he
I ndependent Jersey Care Il nqui
The I nquiryés Report made ei
for the future management of child care in Jersey, all of
Report also suggested that the 1JCI should be invited, in
2019, t o review Jerseyods p
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Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: The FCDO works
closely with civil society partners in countries affected
conflict, on conflict prevention and resolution and relat
issues including humanitarian relief.

This year we will establish a new conflict centre with
the FCDO and prioritise the resources of the cro
government Conflict, Stability and Security Fund on t
foundational link between stability, resilience an
security, and work with governments and civil society
regions that are of greatest priority to the UK. Th

activity will be supported by funding of £874 million fof

202122. We will continue to work with civil society tg
increase our impact on confliat priority regions, and to
ensure support is directed to help the most vulnerable

Asked byBaroness Ritchie of Downpatrick

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessm
they have made of thenalysis by Lord Macdonald of
River Glaven of their decisiom tcut the level of foreign

aid spendingto 0.5 per cent of the national income.

[HL14465

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: The Foreign Secretary
has taken a range of advice in respect of the decisio
reduce aid spending to 0.5% of GNI. The Internatiof
Development (Official Assistance Target) Act 201
clearly envisages that the 0.7% target mayh®omnet in a
particular year, in the light of economic and fisc
circumstances, and provides for reporting to Parliamen
the event that the target is not met. Since the econg
situation is difficult to predict, we are monitoring th
situation and plaming accordingly.

Asked byBaroness Morgan of Huyton

To ask Her Majesty's Government which Officid
Development Assistance research projects, includ
those under the Global Challenges Research Fund
(1) being cut, or (2) having funding reduced; aj

12 April 2021
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my Rt . Hon. Friend Mr
by Budget announcement of increasing investment in R&D
bdacross government to £14.6ion2021/22, and as has been

set out in our Integrated Review ambitions, international
n collaboration is central to a healthy and productive R&D
L Sector.

ne We are currently working with UKRI, and all our
d Global Challenges Research Fund and Newton Fund
n Delivery Partners, to manage the financial year 2021/22
is ODA allocations. UKRI have written this week to many
GCRF award holders setting out the next stage of the
review of ODA funding next year, and to explore options
for individual programmes (full details have dme
published on the UKRI website). Until that work is
complete, it will not be possible to give an accurate
picture of the likely impact for individual GCRF
erprogrammes.

Overseas Aid: Research
Asked byBaroness Randerson

To ask Her Majesty's Government whedsessment
h to they have made of the impact of cuts to Official

al Development Assistance on (1) university research, and
5 (2) the UKOGs sof t[Hpld5a%k r

Lord Goldsmith of Richmond Park: The Covid

3'_ pandemic's economic impact has forced the government
[ Mo take the difficult decision to temporarilpduce ODA
Mign 0.5% of GNI. Despite this reduction, we will remain a
e world-leading ODA donor, spending around £10 billion
on ODA in 202122. The Foreign Secretary has set out a
strategic approach to ensure maximum impact for our aid
spend for 20222, layinga Written Ministerial Statement

Ul for Parliament in January, summarising overall
N@epartmental crosgovernment allocations of ODA.
arECcDO and other departments are working through the
dimplications of their allocations for the research

whether any funding is being cut from projects relating programmes they managéthvuniversities.

to (a) girls' education, (b) food security and nutritio
(c) HIV, or (d) ventilatorsiHL14521

Asked byBaroness Morgan of Huyton

To ask Her Majesty's Government why Officia
Development Assistance (ODA) research funding
being cut at this time in the@nfincial year; and what
assessment they have made of the compatibility of s
cuts to ODA with their stated aim of the UK becomin
a "scientific superpowerfHL14522

Lord Callanan: The challenging financial situation we

face due to the Cowil9 pandemic has resulted in
temporary r educ spemling target fram
0.7% of GNI to 0.5%. This means making difficu
decisions when it comes to prioritising how we spend
money to deliver the most impactful outcomes.

The Government recognises the importance

supporting international research parships, and
supporting the UK research sector. Our commitment

n

The UK has led funding for scientific advances that
have helped drive significant reductions in extreme
poverty, increases in agricultural productivity, declines in
childhood mortality, and increases in life expectancy
across the developg world. We remain committed to the
'Suse of ODA to support research that can provide new
Jcﬁolutions to critical challenges in development.

g

|

Overseas Students: China
Asked byt ord Alton of Liverpool

To ask Her Majesty's Government what risk
addd§diment thdy WAaconducted of students from China
undertaking research in universities which are carrying
out research connected with (1) critical infrastructure,
and (2) national security, particularly in relation to (a)
cyber technology, (b) artificial intelligence;)(nuclear
capability, (d) automation, (e) telecommunications and
to material sciences, and (f) weapons development; and

—

d

of

research and innovation has been clearly demonstrate

d bywhat conclusions they have dravifdL1436Q

Chance

acro
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Lord Callanan: Her Maj estyés Go
all international students to UK universities, includin
those from China. We have taken robust mess to
ensure that the university sector is protected from-mi
appropriation of research relating to the areas list
Measures include the Academic Technology Appro
Scheme, which vets postgraduate students seeking
study proliferation sensitive caaes, and outreach activity
through t he ATrusted R
continuously review measures that protect natiol
security to ensure they remain effective.

Overseas Students: Fees and Charges
Asked byord Storey

To ask Her Majesty's Governmenyrther to the
Written Answer byBaroness Williams of Trafford on
10 March (HL13719), whether (1) universities, and (|
independent schools, are permitted to accept payn
of course fees in casiiL14295

Lord Parkinson of Whitley Bay: Universities, as
autonomous institutions, are responsible for ensurinig tf
compliance with the law. They need to uphold applical
public interest governance principles in order to meet
regulatory requirements of the Office for Students, t
independent regulator for the higher education sectof
England.

To be registeredvith the Office for Students, a highe
education provider must have in place adequate
effective management and governance arrangement
deliver them in practice.

Whilst universities can accept cash payments,
Department for Education has spokenrépresentatives
of the sector and understands that very few universitieg
this.

Independent schools are private businesses and,
universities, their handling of cash payments is subjec
the same regulation as for all businesses.

The g o0 v e rnmoneglaunhdérsg regulations
require firms to combat mondgundering and to ensurg
that key professionals identify their customers a
understand the purpose behind transactions, including
source of funds. Universities and independent schools
not within the regulated sector, but those most at r
from moneylaunderingi including banks, money service
businesses, lawyers, and accountargee in scope.

Overseas Students: Myanmar
Asked byBaroness Nye

To ask Her Majesty's Government how maj
Myanmar citizens are currently in the UK on stude
visas[HL1439Q

Baroness Williams of Trafford: Home Office
Migration Statistics do not capture the number
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e The nbemet Offisee does ahowls publish data on how
g many study applications were issued fMyanmar
citizens. These can be found in our published statistics:

SS  https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/immigration
3dstatisticsyeaFendingdecembe+2020/hovvmanypeople

a|tc0meto-theuk-eachyeapincluding-visitors
0

Pakistan: Ahmadi ya
esearchbo campa|a/ .
nal Asked byord Alton of Liverpool

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment
they have made of reports of damage caused
to theAhmadiyya Mosque in Garmolavirkan, Punjab,
by a police raibn 17 March; whether they have had
discussions with the government of Pakistan about
these reports; and if so, what response they have
received{HL14403

?) Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: The UK Government

ebmains deeply concerned by reports of discrimination
and violence against religious communities in Pakistan,
including against the Ahmadiyya Muslim community.

e We are aware of reports that policea Pakistan
bledamaged an Ahmadiyya Muslim Mosque in Garmola
hevirkan, Punjab.

h? We continue to urge the Government of Pakistan at
IFenior levels to guarantee the fundamental rights of all its
citizens, regardless of their religion or belief. Most
I recently, | raisd the need to promote respect for all
anceligions with Pakistan's Special Representative for
5 Religious Harmony, Tahir Ashrafi, on 23 March 2021. |
also raised our concerns on Freedom of Religion or Belief
hdn Pakistan with the Minister for Human Rights, Dr
Shireen Mazari, on 20 February 2021.

We

do
Pakistan: Capital Punishment
"tke Asked byord Alton of Liverpool
0
To ask Her Majesty's Government what

representations they have made to the government of
Pakistan about (1) the death sentence imposed on Sajjad
Masih Gill, ard (2) the use of the death sentence in
the Pakistan; and what response they have received (a) on
are this case, and (b) on the use of the death sentence.
ok [HL14613

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: It is the UK's
longstanding policy to oppose the death penalty in all
circumstances as a matter of principle. We are concerned
abaut the case of Sajjad Masih Gill, who was sentenced to
death in March 2021, after being convicted for
blasphemy.

We do not comment on our handling of individual cases
but regularly raise our concerns about blasphemy laws at
a senior level with the Governmieof Pakistan. On 23
March, | discussed Freedom of Religion or Belief with
Pakistan's Special Representative for Religious Harmony,
of Tahir Ashrafi. On 20 February, | also raised our concerns

h

hd

Yy
nt

Myanmar citizens currently in the UK on student visas.

about the protection of minority religious communities,
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including the use of blasphemy laws, with Pakistar
Human Rights Minister, Dr Shireen Mazari.

Pakistan: Radicalism
Asked by ord Alton of Liverpool
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'sdo and we have robust assurance processes in place to
ensure costs are minimised.

The Sponso Body does not recognise the reported
figures of £10 to £20 billion costs for the Parliamentary
building works. Supported by the Delivery Authority, the
Sponsor Body is in the process of developing a detailed

To ask Her Majesty's Government wh
representations they have made to the governmen
Pakistan about reports thexttremist ideology has bee
taught in schools in that countpidL14201

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: | recognise the concerng
raised by minority groups in Pakistan that the introducti
of a single curriculum may be used to marginalise so
communities. Through our representation, the UK H
made clear that ther is a need for an inclusive
curriculum, one that encompasses the rich diversity
Pakistan's communities and traditions. We are engag
with the Provincial and Federal Governments to ens
that the new curriculum promotes diversity and inclusid
Throwh our diplomatic network in Pakistan we have al
engaged with young people to discuss the promotion
intolerance and inclusiveness. | will continue to scrutin
UK-funded education programmes in Pakistan to eng
they promote inclusive education.

| discussed the need for inclusive and tolerant educa

when | met with Pakistan's Minister for Education, M

and costed restoration and renewal plan thlitfar the
first time give an accurate sense of the costs, timescales
nd full detail of the work needed. It is the work of the
detailed and costed restoration plan which will determine
the forecast cost for R&R. The detailed restoration plan
will be focused on delivering value for money and will be
pninformed by more than 100 surveys and investigations of
méhe Palace of Westminster. The detailed and costed plan
agwill be put before both Houses for a decision before the
Parliamentary building works can commence

_Of The Sponsor Body has recently undertaken and
INBublished a Strategic Review of the R&R Programme.
H'eThe purpose of the review was to consider whether
N.anything had changed so significantly as to warrant a
50change in the strategy for the Programme. The Sponsor
OBody invited views from Members, Members' staff,
S€parliamentary staff and members of the public. We also
Ureonsulted with the Commissions of both Houses, as well
as relevant parliamentary committees, on the draft
jolptrategic  Review recommendations. The review
Ir recommends new approaches to completing the

t

Shafgat Mahmood on 1 October 2020, and with therestoration while minimising costs and ensuring value for

Governor of Punjab, Chaudhry Muhammad Sarwar, o
September 2020. | raised our concerns aboutderaeof

Religion or Belief and the protection of minority religiou
communities with Pakistan's Human Rights Minister,

Shireen Mazari, on 20 February 2021, and with Pakistg

Advisor to the Prime Minister on Accountability an
Interior, Shahzad Akbarho7 December 2020.

Palace of Westminster: Repairs and
Maintenance

Asked by ord Truscott

To ask the Parliamentary Works Sponsor Body

further to the remarks by the Leader of the House
Commons on 11 March (HC Deb, col 1006), wh

discussions they have dhavith him about reports of the

costs of the refurbishment of the Palace of Westmins

n gnoney, and provides a clear direction for the next stages
of the work. The Review is available at:

s https://restorationandrenewal.uk/resources/reportsggirat

Dr C-review.

In's

0 Palestinians: Children

Asked byBaroness Sheehan

To ask Her Majesty's Government what is their
assessment of the number of Palestinian children (1)
killed, or (2) maimed, by (a) the Israeli Defence Forces,
or (b) Israeli settlers, in tHast five yearsiHL14237

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: The overall numbers of
O’Palestinian and Israeli casualties are routinely reported in
htthe FCDO's annual human rights and democracy report.
The United Nations Office for the Coordination of
erHumanitarian affairs (OCHA) provide breakdowns of

and whether they have any plans to review (1) {nhef@sualties, such as kpge and gender. We continue to

feasibility, or (2) the affordability, of the refurbishment.

[HL1448Q

Baroness Scott of Needham Market:The Sponsor
Body has regular engagement with the House
Commons @mmission (which includes the Leader of th
House as a member) on a range of issues relating tg
Restoration and Renewal Programme, including on cog

The Sponsor Body has a statutory duty, under
Parliamentary Buildings (Restoration and Renewalj A
2019, to have regard to the need to ensure that
Parliamentary building works represent good value

| stress the importance of the Israeli security forces
providing appropriate protection to the Palestinian civilian
population, in particular the need to protect children, and
urge restraint in the use of live fire. We condeamy
ofincidence of violence by settlers against Palestinians. We
€ welcome the efforts of Israeli authorities to address settler
thgolence, and urge them to thoroughly investigate every
tSinstance and bring those responsible to justice.
he
c
the To ask Her Majesty's Government what steps they
or will take to protect Palestinian children from being

Asked byBaroness Janke

money. Value for money is at the heart of everything

we arbitrarily arrested by Israeli security forcgs$l.1432Q
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Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: We repeatedly call on Palestinians: Road Traffic Offences
Israel to abide by its obligations under international law
and have a regular dialogue with Israel onaleigsues Asked byBaroness Sheehan

relating to the occupation, including the treatment of 1o ask Her Majesty's Government what

security makes this absollitenecessary rather than as  and (2) the death of Bilal BawatnghL 14234
routine practice and as a preventive rather than a punitive

measure. We continue to stress the importance of [the Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: We are aware of the
Israeli security forces providing appropriate protection [to'®POrts surrounding the death of Bilal Bawatneh. Whilst
the Palestinian civilian population, in particular theed | We have not made representations on this particular case,
to protect children. the UK condemns any incidence of violence by settlers

againstPalestinians. We continue to stress the importance
of the Israeli security forces providing appropriate
protection to the Palestinian civilian population. We call
Asked byBaroness Sheehan on the Israeli authorities to thoroughly investigate every
instance and allegation of crimeagainst protected
ersons in the West Bank, and where appropriate bring
hose responsible to justice.

Palestinians: Coronavirus

To ask Her Majesty's Government wisapport they
are providing to the Palestinian Authority to ensure tha
supplies ofCovid-19vaccines (1) to the West Bank,
and (2) to Gaza, are not delaygdl.14535

Lord Goldsmith of Richmond Park: The UK is
committed to global equitable access to effective vaccines Asked by ord Blencathra
as denonstrated by our £548 million contribution to the To ask Her Majesty's Government whethay
COVAX Advance Market Commitment (AMC} the passport offices are still issuing the burgudyjoured

international initiative to support global equitable accgss yk passports; ani so, which onegHL14257]
to vaccines. We were pleased to note that the f|rst

shipment of over 60,000 doses from the COVAX sche| Baroness Wiliams of Traford: Her  Maj esty.
arrived in the OPTs on the 17th March and that oyerPassport Office ceased issuing British passports with a
21,000 were sent to Gaza. burgundy cover in September 2020.

The British Consulat&eneral in Jerusalem is in Al new British passports are issued with a blue cover.

regular contact with the Palestinian Authority and wjl
continue to raise timely and appropriate accesgawid- Paté De Foie Gras
19 vaccines.UN agencies, the PA and the Isragli
Government are also working together to ensure that

Passports

Asked byBaroness Hayman of Ullock

essential medical supplies and staff can access Gaza. To ask Her Majesty'sSovernment what plans they
have to ban (1) sales, and (2) imports, of foie gras.
Palestinians: Elections [HL14267
Asked byBaroness Janke Lord Goldsmith of Richmond Park: The Government

) . has made clear that the production of foie gras from ducks
To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessmeng, geese raises serious welfare concerns.

they have made ahe ability of Palestinians living in
the Occupied Palestinian Territories to participate in the
Palestinian elections scheduled for May; and what step
they will take to ensure that they are able to participate
[HL14505

Production is banned in the UK as it is incompatible
ith domestic leglation including the Animal Welfare
ct 2006 which makes it a criminal offence not to provide
for an animal's welfare needs and to allow an animal to
suffer unnecessarily.

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: We have welcomed|  Now our future relationship with the European Union
President Abbas’ announcement of dates foisl@ve | has peen established the Goveent is considering the
and Presidential elections in the Occupied Palestiniag,riher steps it could take in relation to foie gras.
Territories for the first time since 2006. We encourage the
Palestinian leadership to work toward strong, inclusiye,
accountable and democratic institutions, based on respect
for the rule of &aw and human rights. Free and fajr Asked by ord Pearson of Rannoch
elections are an important and necessary step. The |UK
will work closely with the Palestinian Authority and
international partners to support this, includirjg
encouraging the Government of Israel to allow electigns
in EastJerusalem, in keeping with the Oslo Accords.

Peers: Conduct

To ask the Senior Deputy Speaker, further to the
6Valuing Everyoned training
morning of 16 March, whethefescribing a female over
the age of 14 as a o6girld ra
of their parliamentary duties would constitute a breach
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of the Code of Conduct for Members of the House
Lords; and if so, what the penalty would [}é¢.14454

Lord McFall of Alcluith: Only the Commissioner for
Standards r@d the Conduct Committee can decid
whether something is a breach of the Code of Cond
upon receipt of a specific complaint to the Commission
or appeal to the Conduct Committee. They do not d
with hypothetical situations.

e

Penally Camp
Asked byt ord Roberts of Llandudno

To ask Her Majesty's Government how the Minist
of Defence will use Penally training camp once it
returned to them by the Home Office on 21 Marg
[HL14395

Baroness Goldie: Following the completion of a
successful handover from the Home Office to t
Ministry of Defence (MOD), the #tent is to return
Penally Training Camp to its primary purpose; providiy
accommodation and catering facilities to Defence us
who will be utilising MOD training facilities in the local
area.

'y
is

Plastics
Asked byBaroness Parminter

To ask Her Majesty's Gouwement what plans they
have to ban oxalegradable plasticg1L14659

Lord Goldsmith of Richmond Park: The Government
recognises that some innovative new packaging tyq
like biodegradables plastics, could help reduce |
environmental impact of plastic, when used in nic
applications and if disposed of he right way. However,
the Government is concerned that, in the absence
robust standards, claims about the biodegradability
plasticbased products cannot be verified.

12 April 2021
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of Lord Goldsmith of Richmond Park: The Government

is committed to increasing recycling ratedareducing

waste, including plastics.

Our 2018 Resources and Waste Strategy outlines our

jccommitments to:
er A eliminate avoidable waste
achieve 65% recycling rate

like) waste by 2035;

A work towards
market being recyclable, reusable or compostable by
2025;

A eliminate avoidabl e

To help us achieve this target, we have introduced
legislation through the Environment Bill that will require
local authorities inEngland to collect a core set of
recyclable materials, including plastics, from households
and businesses. By making recycling clearer and easier,

'®we will better preserve material value and help to grow

demand for recyclables. We are also seeking a nevepow

9in the Environment Bill to be able to place charges on
Erdther singleuse plastic items to encourage businesses and

citizens to shift toward more reusable products.

Together with the introduction of a Deposit Return
Scheme for drinks containers, Extendd@roducer
Responsibility for packaging and the HM Treasury's
Plastic Packaging Tax on plastic packaging with less than
30% recycled content, these reforms will increase demand
for secondary material plastic and therefore increase
investment in recycling iméstructure. We have recently
published consultations on introducing Extended

ed’roducer Responsibility for packaging and introducing a
hepeposit Return Scheme for drinks containers, and will be
heconsulting on introducing consistency in household and

businessecycling shortly.

of We have made significant progress so far to reduce
oplastic waste, by introducing one of the world's toughest

bans on microbeads in ringéf personal care products,

The Government published a call for evidence in Jyly@nd significantly reducing the sales of singke carrier

2019 to help consider the ddepment of standards o

certification criteria for biebased, biodegradable and

bags by the mia supermarket retailers by 95% with our
5p charge. We are extending the charge to all retailers and

compostable plastics, as well as to better understand theffcréasing the charge to at least 10p in Spring 2021. We

effects on the environment and our current waste syst|
The Government response was published on thail
which can be found on gov.uk.

Following consideration of the submissions we receiy

the Government is minded to introduce a ban on- oxo

degradable plastics, subject to further evidence and

public consultation.
Plastics: Recycling
Asked byBaroness NevilleRolfe

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessm

recycling and reducing waste, (2) increasing recyclin

of plastic waste, and (3) reducing plastic waste

[HL14655

e
they have made of progress towards (1) increas an

bndso introduced a restriction on the supply of plastic

straws, cotton buds and stirrers from ttieCictober and
we are currently assessing whether there are additional

edi;ems for which a ban would be a suitable and

roportionate measure.

a More generally, on 18 March we launched a 12 week
consultation on a new 'Waste Prevention Programme for
England: Tovards a Resource Efficient Economy'
(attached). This builds on the 2018 Resources and Waste
Strategy and seeks to agree a programme which helps
with our strategic goals of reducing greenhouse gas
emissions and achieving Net Zero, protecting our natural
aptal, addressing our resource security, and creating
bs and growth, as well as increasing our resource
productivity and minimising waste. The consultation
‘document outlines the potential for, and benefits of, action
on waste prevention. It recognises thation is required

alaced pnithes t i ¢

pl asti
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across society- by Government, businesses, loc
authorities, consumers and otherdor progress to be
made.

The Answer includes the following attached material:

Waste Prevention Programme for England [HL14655
Attachment.pdf]

The material can be viewed online at:
http://lwww.parliament.uldusiness/publications/writtequestions
answersstatements/writtelquestion/Lords/20203-25/HL14655

Plastics: Seas and Oceans
Asked byt ord Jones of Cheltenham

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assistar
they provide to organisations which seek to uc
plastic pollution in oceangdL.14282

Lord Goldsmith of Richmond Park: The UK is
committed to protecting the marine environment from
stressors and recognises the importance in involving
actors to tackle the urgent issue of plastic pollution of {
ocean.

The Government has funded a package of @400
million for research and innovation to tackle the issy
that arise from plastic waste. This includes £60 million
funding through the Industrial Strategy Challenge Fur
alongside a £150m investment from industry, towards
development of smartsustainable plastic packaging
which will aim to make the UK a wortkader in
sustainable packaging for consumer products.

In 2018, the UK launched the Commonwealth Cle
Ocean Alliance (CCOA) with its eohair, Vanuatu,
calling on Commonwealth countrigs pledge action on
plastic pollution. Alongside the CCOA, we hay
committed up to £70 million to tackle plastic pollutior]
which supports organisations and initiatives to tach
ocean plastic pollution globally.

Poland: Deforestation

Asked by ord Hylton

To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to ti
Judgment by the Court of Justice of the Europs
Union in Case €41/17 Commission v Poland
(BiagowieUa Forest) in

b

theyhave made to the government of Poland abgu

deforestdbn in that country(HL14639

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: HMG are monitoring the
management of the Bialowieza forest and acknowleg
the statement by Poland's National State Forest on
March concerning Poland's implementation of the 20
judgement of the Court of Justice of the European Uni
We will continueto work with Poland, building on the
successes of COP24 held in Katowice, while we lo
ahead to a successful COP26 in Glasgow later this yed

12 April 2021

Page65

Al Police: Mental Health

Asked by ord Browne of Belmont

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment
they havemade of the impact of tHéovid-19 pandemic
on the mental health of frontline police officers.
[HL14564

Lord Greenhalgh: Our police do a very demanding job
and continue to dedicate themselves to protecting the
public during this hugely challenging time. We recognise
that the pandemic will have no doubt had impact on
their wellbeing. The Government and police leaders take
this matter very seriously and are working to support the

mental and physical wellbeing of all police officers and
C&taff.

This includes providing ongoing funding to the
National Police Wébeing Service in England and Wales,
which is helping forces to identify where there is most
Allrisk of impacts on mental health, developing work around
albuilding resilience, as well as supporting those who need
het in response to traumatic events.

The Governmet has also accelerated work to introduce

a Police Covenant for England and Wales, which will
€Sensure our police get the support and protection they
ofneed. The Covenant will be enshrined in law as part of the
dPolice, Crime, Sentencing and Courts Bill, intiodd to
heparliament on 9 March. The legislation provides a
» statutory duty for the Home Secretary to report annually

to Parliament on the work undertaken. Our focus will be

on health and wellbeing, physical protection and support
anfor families, with a real ephasis on mental health
support.

Police: Recruitment
Asked byord Patten

To ask Her Majesty's Government whether all
applicants to police forces in England undergo (1)
psychological, and (2) behavioural, assessment as part
of the recruitmentprocess; and if not, why not.
[HL14289

Baroness Williams of Trafford: The standards,
Ahssessment and  selection framework  for police

recruitment ar anaged by the College of Policing.
Pchibs }Conétﬁoisg]and %%%cgy 5 9

re responsible for local recruitment into forces and are
supported by thigational framework and guidance. All
forces are currently using the College Online Assessment
lg€entre as part of the recruitment process which has been
18esigned to maintain the same high standards as set by the
18College of Policing. Candidates are requitegass each
bnstage of the recruitment process and this includes the
assessment centre, vetting, medical assessment and
okfitness.
- All new recruits are subject to a rigorous vetting and

assessment process to assess suitability for the role of
police officer, including testing against core behaviours

ne

and values. This does not currently include psychological

nd ‘chinft C8n§m‘?s§otn st ol
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assessment as standard and it would be for the Colleg
Policing to assess if additional elements of assessmen
required. Following national assessmemme forces may
choose to run additional assessments locally to furt]
refine the field of candidates.

Asked by ord Roberts of Llandudno

To ask Her Majesty's Government how many poli
officers have been recruited as part of the campaign
recruit 2Q000 additional police officers, announced d
5 September 2018114394

Baroness Williams of Trafford: This Government is
committed to recruiting an additional 20,000 polig
officers by March 2023.

We are providing £700 million this year to help wit
the recruitment of 6,000 additional officers by the efid
March 2021.

| am pleased to say that as at 31 December 2020, 6
additional officers have been recruited as a result of
Police Uplift Programme.

I am extremely grateful to those brave men and won
who have signed up to join the police and keep (¢
communities safe.

Police: Urban Areas
Asked by ord Lee of Trafford

To ask Her Majesty's Government whasessment
they have made of the (1) cost, and (2) practicability,
establishing a police presence at sites in towns
cities that do not have poe stations; and if so, what
consideration they have given to such sit
beingstaffed by volunteers, communicating with th
nearest full police station as requirgdlL 14644

Baroness Williams of Trafford: On the 4th February
2021, the Government published a total police fundi
settlement of up to £15.81kbn in 2021/22, an increasg
of up to £636 million compared to 2020/21. Overd
police funding available to PCCs will increase by up
£703 million (5.4% in cash terms) next year.

Decisions about the allocation of police resources §
deployment of offiers are for Chief Constables an
democratically accountable PCCs. They are respons|
for ensuring the needs of the local community are met.

Political Parties: Coronavirus
Asked by ord Roberts of Llandudno

To ask Her Majesty's Government which politic
parties have claimed (1) furlough payments, or (2) otl
emergency funding related to ti@ovid-19 pandemic,
since March 2020; and what amount was paid to e
one.[HL14466
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e ofLord Agnew of Oulton: Due to HMRCG6s du
aoenfidentiality, HMRC cannot publish identifying
information that relates to their functienwhich includes
hethe coronavirus financial support schemes, unless there is
an appropriate legal basis for publication. No such legal
basis was in place for the Coronavirus Job Retention
Scheme (CJRS) prior to 12 November 2020 when the
ceCJRS Direction extaling the scheme from 1 November

tavas signed by the Chancellor of the Exchequer.

N In line with the direction that was published on 12
November, as part of HMRCO
transparency and to deter fraudulent claims, HMRC

e published information about engylers who claimed for

December[1l] and will continue to do so on a monthly

basis.

[1]

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/employers
ho-haveclaimedthroughthe-coronavirusjob-retention
heme

h

6
the

Polypropylene

en

u Asked byBaroness Mclntosh of Pickéng

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment
they have made of (1) the reduced supply of
polypropylene, (2) the increased price level of
polypropylene, and (3) the impact this will have on
supplies for medical usg4L.14197

Lord Callanan: BEIS officials are in regular contact
ofwith the British PlasticsFederation (BPF) who have
anchformed them that there are global pressures affecting the
demand and supply for some plastics polymers including
espolypropylene. These pressures are currently shared with
e a number of different materials sectors.

The BPFregularly surveys its members on key issues
and have passed on information outlining that these
ngPressures are due to a variety of issues including the
current pandemic and some instances of extreme weather
|| that has affected production. Officials will canie to
towork with the sector and with other government
departments to monitor the effects of such issues,

specially if they appear to have an impact on vital

N supplies of products that are needed for medical use.

d

ble )
Prison Sentences

Asked byt ord Bradley

To ak Her Majesty's Government how many people
were sentenced to custody for 20 years or more, who
were not subject to a life sentence, in each of the last 10
bl years[HL14482

'€ Lord Wolfson of Tredegar: Figures covering the
period 2009 to 2019 for the number of individuals
AClentenced to custody for 20 years or met® were not
subject to a life sentence can be found in the table below.
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Number of individuals sentenced to custody at gll

courts, 2009 to 2019

200¢ 201C 2011 201z 201t 2014 201t 201¢ 2017 201¢ 201¢

Total
sentenced t¢ 100,2¢ 101,5. 106,17 98,0¢ 92,9¢ 91,31 90,3« 89,8t 86,3t 78,87 75,9i
custody 1 3 0 4 6 3 8 2 4 6 1

Less than 2( 98,77¢ 100,07 104,9( 96,8 92,4¢ 90,8( 89,8t 89,37 85,87 78,2¢ 75,3¢
years 3 7 8 1 7 8 6 1

20 years or 31 37 49 37 71 64 91 7¢  11& 158 124
more and
less than life

Imprisonmer 1,001 1,01¢ 81¢ 747 9
t for Public
Protection®

Life sentenc 421 384 39t 41z 39t 44z 36¢ 407 36z 43z 45¢

Source: MoJ court proceedings database
Notes
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Sentence Type Unrelease Recallel
IPP (10+ years in 1311 257
custody)
Life (10+ years in 3262 21C
custody)

These figures have been drawn from the Public

Protection Uni t Dat abase hel

and Probation Service. As with any largmale recording
systems, the figures are subject to possible errors with
data migration and processing.

The total unreleased IPP population is reducing year on
year - it stood at 1,849 as of 31 December 2020, down
from 2,134 on 31 December 2019. IPP prisoners continue
to have a high chance of a positive outcome from Parole
Board hearings. In 2019/20 72% of Parole Board hearings

1. The figures given in the table relate to defendants|foresulted in either a recommendatiéor a progressive
whom these offences were the principal offences fortransfer to an open prison or release.
which they were dealt with. When a defendant has been ~¢anders on licence in the community will be recalled

found guilty of two or more offences it is the offence fq
which the heaviest penalty is imposed. Where the sg
disposal is imposed for two or moréemces, the offence

selected is the offence for which the statutory maximuxmi

penalty is the most severe.

' to custody where they breach their licence conditions in

MEuch a way as to indicate that their risk has increased to
the level where it may no hger be managed effectively

n the community, even by the imposition of additional

licence conditions and other controls. Recall is a vital

2. Every effort is made to ensure that the figuresmeasure to protect the public from those who are assessed

presented are accurate and complete. However, i
important to note that these data have beemeted from

large administrative data systems generated by the courts.

As a consequence, care should be taken to ensure

collection processes and their inevitable limitations are

taken into account when those data are used.
3. Sentences of imprisonmeidr public protection

ias likely to commit further offences causing serious harm
if they were to remain in the community.

d aThe Government 6s pri mary
%e public. HM Prison and Probation Service remains
committed to supporting the progression of those serving
IPP and life sentences in custody, so that the @&ohard

may direct their release or, as the case may belease,

were introduced by the Criminal Justice Act 2003, ahdss soon as it is safe to do so.
abolished by the Legal Aid, Sentencing and Punishmgent

of Offenders Act 2012.

Prisoners
Asked by ord Bradley

To ask Her Majesty's Government how many peop

currently in prison sefng an imprisonment for public
protection sentence who have spent a total period of

years or more in custody have been (1) unreleased, ancg

(2) recalled[HL14434
Asked by ord Bradley

To ask Her Majesty's Government how many peoj
are currently in prison serving a life sentence who hd
spent a total péd of 10 years or more in custod
having been either (1) unreleased, or (2) recall
[HL14484

Lord Wolfson of Tredegar: The total number of life
and imprisonment for public protection (IPP) senten
prisoners currently in prison, who have spent a total of
least 10 years in custody and who haither (1) never
been released or (2) are in custody having been reca
is provided below.

Asked by ord Bradley

To ask Her Majesty's Government how many
prisoners currently sentenced to imprisonment for
public protection were convicted of thgflL14435

Lord Wolfson of Tredegar: None. Offences cdrary

e

1 ualified as serious specified offences within the meaning
the Criminal Justice Act 2003 for which a sentence of
imprisonment for public protection (IPP) could have been
imposed. However, a convian for certain other offences
within the Theft Act 1968, such as that for robbery or
)eaggravated burglary, could have led to an IPP sentence.
1véA‘S of 31 December 2020, there were 714 (339 unreleased
and 375 recalled) prisoners serving an IPP sentence who
:dha/e a recorded offence in
780 (34 unreleased and 46 recalled) prisoners serving an

IPP sentence who have a recorded offence in the category

of At heft of fenceso. But
ceindication of the precise specific ramus specified
abffence, or the context or severity of the crimes, which led

to a Judge deciding that the case was so serious that it
ledherited the imposition of an IPP sentence.

r

t o section 1 of t he Theft

t

t

es

/

he

h
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The independent Parole Board determine whether i
safe to release prisonerserving an
Consequently, where a prisoner remains in custody, i
because the Parole Board has judged that their risk is
high for them to be safely managed in the community.

The Governmentds pri mar )
the pulic; however, HM Prison and Probation Servig
remains committed to supporter prisoners to reduce th

risk to the level where the Parole Board will judge that

they may now be safely supervised on licence in {
community.

Asked by ord Bradley

To ask HeMajesty's Government how many peop
are currently in prison serving a determinate sentencg
20 years or more; and of these how many (1) hg
never been released, or (2) have been recal
[HL14558

Lord Wolfson of Tredegar: The total number of
people currently in custody serving a determing
sentence of 20 years or more who have never b
released is 1,276. There are a further 27 people in cus
serving a determinate sentence of 20 years or m
having been recalled from the community.

These figures have been drawn from administrative
systems which, as with any largeale recording system

12 April 2021
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[ isnore years, and (3) prisoners serving imprisonment for
public protection (IPP) sentences who have been in
I isustody for 10 years or more.

Total recalled sinc
releas:

Total released betwe
1 Oct 2019 and 30 S¢

to‘Sentence Type

202(
e _Determinaté’ 20+ 33 4
N€llyears
heLife (10+ years in 32¢ 24
custody)
IPP (10+ years in 21C 51
custody)
e : .
| These figures have been drawn from the Public
lverotection Uni t Dat abase

nd Probation Service. As with any largmale recording
systems, the figures arelgect to possible errors with
data migration and processing.

Offenders on licence in the community will be recalled
teto custody where they breach their licence conditions in
P€8uch a way as to indicate that their risk has increased to
odWe level where it mayalonger be managed effectively
Pr'en the community, even by the imposition of additional

licence conditions and other controls. Recall is a vital
ITmeasure to protect the public from those who are assessed
as likely to commit further offences causing serioaeh

e

are subject to possible errors with data entry andfthey were to remain in the community.

processing.

The power to recall is a vital public protection measu
and all individuals on licensed supervision in th
community are liable to redato prison if they fail to
comply with the conditions of their licence in such a w.
as to indicate that their risk has escalated to the p
where they may no longer be safely managed in
community.

PrisonerdRelease
Asked by ord Bradley

To ask HeMajesty's Government how many peop
were released from prison while serving a determin
sentence of 20 years or more in the last year that figu
are available; and of these,
subsequently been recalled to custgely.14433

Asked by ord Bradley

To ask Her Majesty's Government how many peoj
were released from prison in the last year that figu
are available while serving (1) a life sentence, or (2)
imprisonment for public protection sentence, havi

how many have

Our primary responsibility is to protect the public.
reHMPPS remains committed to supporting all offenders
erecalled to custody to reduce their risk, so that the

independent Parole Board (or, in the case of some
hy determinate sentence offenders, the Secretary of State
binbising executive powers) may direct theirredease as
thesoon as it is safe to do so.

Prisoners: Ethnic Groups
Asked by ord Bradley

To ask Her Majesty's Government how many people
e are currently irprison serving a determinate sentence of
ate 20 years or more, categorised by ethnighi.14483

Vres Lord Wolfson of Tredegar: The information requested

is shown in the tables below.

| can also confirm that sentencing is a matter for the
independent judiciary based on the facts of each case.
bl Prisoners serving determinate sentence of 20 years or
esnore, by ethnicity, as at 31 December 2020, in England
arand Wales.

spent at least 10 years in custody; and of these, how

many have subsequently been részhlto custody.
[HL1443§

Lord Wolfson of Tredegar: The total number of
releases and subsequent recalls in the last year that fig

are available is provided as follows, broken down by (1)

determinate sentences of 20 or more years, (2) priso
serving life sentences who have been in custody for 1(

9 Al 1,276
Asian / Asian British 150
Black / African / Caribbean / Black British 194
Mixed / Multiple ethnic groups 36

Ur8%her ethnic group 17

1e}/ghite 874

ONot stated 5

rotect

hel
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Prisoners: Mental Health
Asked byt ord Lee of Trafford

To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to ti
Written Answer by Lord Wolfson of Tredegar on 1
March (HL13677), what assessment NHS England
Improvement has made of the ingbeon the mental
health of prisoners of being confined to their cells f
23 hours a day or morgiL.14452

Lord Bethell: NHS England and NHS Improvemen
recognise that isolation and limited interaction with othg
over a prolonged period of time will have an impact up
prisoner s6 me nhkeiag Acrbse thd ptison
estate, healthcare teams including mental heg
professionals have been working in partnership w
colleagues to identify and meet the mental health need
the population, provide resources and appropri
interventions to promote ell-being and prevent il
health.

Asked byt ord Patten

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessm
they have made of the mental health of the prison
serving an imprisonment for public protection senten
who continue to be detained 10 years or mmegond
their tariff.[HL14529

Lord Wolfson of Tredegar. The Government
recognises that those serving indeterminate sentences
and imprisonment for public protection (IPP)) fag
particular challenges in maintaining their emotion
wellbeing, especially during the restrictions imposed
account of theCovid pandemic. The guidance an
training produced by HM Prison and Probation Servi
(HMPPS) directs the attention of prison staff to the neg
of indeterminate sentence prisoners. HMPPS allocatg
key worker to all such prisoners and also makes availg
to them peer supporters such as Samaritaised
Listeners.

The unreleased IPP prisoner population is continuing
reduce, year on year; it stood at 1,849 on 31 Decemn
2020, down from 2,134 on 31 December 2019. T
majority of IPP prisoners continue tave a high chance
of a positive outcome from Parole Board hearings.
2019/20 72% of Parole Board hearings resulted in eithg
recommendation for a progressive transfer to an of
prison or release.

The Governmentds pri mar )
the public; however, HMPPS remains committed
supporting prisoners serving an IPP to reduce their rish
the level where the Parole Board determines that t
may be supervised effectively on licence in
community.

Prisons: Coronavirus

Asked byt ord Alton of Liverpool

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessm
they have made of reports that deaths f@ovid-19 in
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prisons in England and Wales rose by 50 per cent in a
month in December 2020; what percentage of prisoners
have now been vaccinated agai@stvid-19; and what
other measures they have taken to decrease the risk of
Covid-19 being transmitted to prisers and to prison
officers[HL1431Q

Lord Wolfson of Tredegar: As was the case in the
O community, infection rates in prisons increased over the
winter months which, sadly, led to an increase in deaths
+ where Covidl9 was suspected as being the cause. With a
rssmall number of tragic exceptions, we have protedted t
bnlives of tens of thousands of staff and prisoners. Our
dgcigiveypgtipri backed by Public Health England and
ItYVales- has meant that the number of deaths we have seen
thin prisons is significantly lower than Public Health
sdngl andds Mod e f thd parglem&,twhichh e
htesaid there could be 2,700 deaths from coronavirus in
prisons.

As of 18 March 2021, the percentage of the whole
prison population in England who have received a first
dose of the Covid 9 vaccine is 23.4%, equivalent to 79%

emf the prigity cohorts 26 (as defined by the Joint

er€ommittee on Vaccination and Immunisation). The

cevaccination programme is making good progress and has
recently expanded to start vaccinating those prisoners in
priority groups 7- 9, in line with the wider commuryit

The safety of our staff and those under our supervision
(”fgmains a top priority. We have taken preventative
e Measures, such as restricting regimes, minimising-inter
a Prison transfers, and compartmentalising our prisons into
ondifferent units to isolate theck, shield the vulnerable and
4 quarantine new arrivals. A comprehensive testing regime
celS in place, where staff are tested weekly and prisoners are
,gdested on reception and prior to transfer. This is key in
s helping to prevent the spread of the virus.

ble Latestpublished data shows positive evidence that the
rate of new infections in custody is now falling
substantially.

ne

[=)]

&

to

ber Prisons: Violence

he Asked byord Browne of Belmont

In  To ask Her Majesty's Government what steps Hrey

or a taking to addresthe level of violence n prisons.
pen [HL14559

Lord Wolfson of Tredegar: Despite the progress

O We are continuing work to address this by giving all staff
®he tools and training needed to help them reduce
'€Yiolence.

We are spending £100 million across the estate to
bolster prison ecurity, clamping down on the weapons,
drugs and mobile phones that fuel violence and crime
behind bars.

We have developed the Challenge, Support and
Iptervention Plan (CSIP), which is the national case
en X ;
management model for managing those who pose a raised

the

risk of being violent and is being used in all prisons.

st

m&de, $he ReleBof Rolehck i PrisonsSrentaifs toB hight € ¢ t
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We are rolling out PAVA, a synthetic pepper spray,
the adult male estate to protect staff and prisoners fi

incidents where there is serious violence, or an imminent

or perceived risk of seriougolence. Alongside this will
be the introduction of a new Personal Safety packa
(S.P.E.A.R.) to ensure that PAVA is introduced as part
a wider package of skills for staff to resolve an
deescalate incidents.

We continue to support the effective usiethe 6,000
Body Worn Video Cameras across the estate, wh
continuing to embed the training provided to staff
promote rehabilitative conversations. This provides st
with skills and equipment to deal with challengin
situations in a fair and justay. The cameras will alsg
provide highquality evidence to support prosecutions.

Any prisoner who commits an act of violence shod
expect to have action taken against them, including
adjudication, which could downgrade their incentives g
earned priiteges level, or further time added to the
sentence.

Prisons: Visits
Asked byord Hylton

To ask Her Majesty's Government what criteria ne
to be satisfied to allow family visits of prisoners t
resume; what date they plan to resume family visits
prisoners; and what plans they have to provide m
video-capable telephones in prisoftsL14188§

Lord Wolfson of Tredegar: Social visits in adult
prisons have been suspended during the period of nati
lockdown, but will resume once it is safe to do so.

Decisions will be based on public health advig
assessents of local outbreaks and ability to safe
facilitate visits, and so dates may vary between differ
sites. No sites will resume visits before the end of Maf
when the O6stay at homeo
under the government roadmap on egsastrictions.

Visits to children in the youth custody estate a
compassionate visits to adult
continued throughout national lockdown.

Secure video calls have now been introduced at
prisons across England and Wales, though thezena

plans to provide videcapable telephones at this time.

Currently 66% of prison cells have-aell telephony.
Additionally, within open prisons, mobile phones ha
been permitted as a transitional measure for fam
contact. Further considerationsr ftheir use are being
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in from their families when the restrictions in place to
om address th€ovid-19 pandemic have endgHlL 14442

Lord Wolfson of Tredegar. We are committed to
ge(_:ontinuing to offer secure video calling after the current
ovid-19 restrictions have ended, and are considering

0 . o ) .

d future opt|onsA|n line with the recommendations of Lprd
Farmerds reviews for ma i
continue to be guided by public hémadvice, and we will
work with our stakeholders to inform our longerm

ilsplanning.

[0 Secure video calls are now running in all public and

aﬁcprivate prisons and Young Offender Institutions across

9 England and Wales. This was introduced alongside other
measures to support family engagement, such as
additional mobile phone handsets and extra phone credit

Idwhile social visits have been suspended. Social visits in

athe Youth Custody Service estate have continued and on

ndcompassionate grounds in the adult estat

r

Public Health: Grants
Asked byThe Lord Bishop of London

To ask Her Majesty's Government what plans they
have (1) to reverse the real terms cuts to public health
grants for local authorities, and (2) to maintain the
Ed amount allocated for public health agts as a
o percentage of the total budget of NHS England.
;r’; [HL13465

Lord Bethell: The public health grant to local
authorities in England was £3.279 billion in 2020/21, a
£295.1 million reaterms increase. The public health
PN8llocations to local authorities in England for 2e2vere

published on 16 March, arttie total public health grant
e, to local authorities will be £3.324 billion, a rise of £332.4
y million in cash terms. The grant will be ring fenced for
entise on public health functions and includes £23.4 million
chfor routine commissioning of HIV prexposure

roghydaxis (RrisP). e x pect ed t o be |

Public Sector: Gender
Asked by ord Lucas

nd

To ask Her Majesty's Government further to the
judicial review proceedings brought by Fair Play for
Women against the UK Statistics Authority, whether
they wild standar di sxeb tame
o 6gender 6 by pgHLbAB14C

ily Baroness Berridge:Bot h 60sex6 and
used in legislation. It is up to individual organisations to

all

made in line with regime recovery and availability ¢f decide which terms to use within their documents. In

secure video calls across all open prisons.
Asked by ord Hylton

To ask Her Majesty's Government what plans th
have to prioritise the use of videophones by prison
with children while family visits are not possible due t
the Covid-19 pandemic; and what plans they have f

doing so, they will consider the language used, and how
to ensure clarity and comprehension.

The Government has committed to review its approach
eYto drafting legislation on subjects which prompt questions
eraround language. As in the case of the Ministerial and
P other Maternity Allowances Act 2021, the most obvious
Orarea is legislation relating to pregrwg or childbirth, but

similar prioritisation for prisoners held at lowijstance

there will, no doubt, be other related subjects where

nt ai

it

u

aut horiti

6gen
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similar issues arise for the drafting and the review W
consider those as appropriate. The review will consi
the recent debates in both Houses arising from
passage of tkiparticular Act, as well as practices adopt
in other English language legislatures.

Pupils: Coronavirus
Asked by ord Porter of Spalding

To ask Her Majesty's Government what plans th
have to ensure the new £700 million education recov
package for lkildren and young people will prioritisg
those from disadvantaged background$.14419

Baroness Berridge: The department is aware that th
impact of the Covid19 outbreak has been felt mos
heavily by disadvantaged children and young people,
so it is vital that support is targeted here.

In June 2020, thadlepartment announced an initig
package of support worth £1 billion, including a catch
premium worth a total of £650 million to support schog
to make up for lost teaching time. Alongside th
universal grant, a National Tutoring Programme wof
£350 million will provide additional, targeted tuition
support to disadvantaged pupils who have been hardes
from disruption to their education as a result of @oid-
19 outbreak. Research shows high quality individual 3
small group tuition can add up five months of progress
for disadvantaged pupils.

In February 2021, the department appointed Sir Key

Collins as Education Recovery Commissioner to adv|

how to help pupils make up for their lost education o\

the course of this Parliament. The depwmmt has

provided a further £700 million to support educatig

recovery measures, bringing total investment in catch
to over £1.7 billion. This package includes significa

funding aimed at addressing the needs of disadvantd

pupils.
This package inclles a on®ff £302 million recovery
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illdevelopment in the early years, supporting a critical stage
Heiof child development.

the The department will also make a further £200 million
Pdavailable to secondary schools to help deliver fadade
summer schools this year, offering a blend of academic
teaching and enrichment activities to support education
recovery. Schools will be able to decide whether to run a
summer school and how to make places available. We
recommend an initial focus ancoming year 7 pupils, but
eyschools will have the flexibility to target provision
eryowards the pupils they feel will most benefit.

Asked byord Porter of Spalding

To ask Her Majesty's Government what plans they
have to periodically review th&700 million education
recovery package for children and young people,
announced on 24 February, to ensure that those from
the most disadvantaged backgrounds are being
supportediHL14596

—~ D

and

I

Up

|s Baroness Berridge:Understanding the impact of lost

is education on attainment and progress is a key research

thpriority for the governmentand an independent research
and assessment agency has been commissioned to

t Hionitor progress over the course of the year and help us
target support.

nd The department knows that the impact of @evid-19
outbreak has been felt most heavily by disadvantaged
children and young people, and so it is vital that we target
arsupport towards these pupils.

S€ In February 2021, the department appointed Sir Kevan
€rCollins as Education Recovery Commissioner to advise

how to help pupils make up their education over the
N course 6this Parliament. As an immediate step, we have
UPnvested a further £700 million to support education
Nt recovery measures (bringing total investment in catch up
ged over £1.7 billion).

The package contains a new esfé £302 million
Recovery Premium (which atudes £22 million to scale

premium for the next academic year that will be allocated,, evidenced approaches) for state primary and secondary

to schools based on the pupil premium eligibility. Scho
with more disadvantaged pupils will therefore recei
larger allocations.

Schools will continue to reoee the pupil premium
every guarter. Each sch

strategy will not have been delivered since March 20

and the pupilsd needs wi

DISschools in the 2021/22 academic year. Building on the
Y€ pupil premium, the Recovery Premium will help schools
to deliver evidencdased approaches for supporting the
most dsadvantaged pupils.

2|0[&1tori

\Jas fist

rogrammes. The National Tutoring Programme

The department recommends that, as part of the plan

for needs basedniversal catch up, headteachers should
review their pupil premium strategy and amend it to

reflect the new situation from September 2020.

The department will provide £200 million in order t
expand our successful tutoring programmes. This
fund an £8 million expansion of the National Tutorin

NGecess to higiguality tuition for the most disadvantaged
young people, helping to accelerate their academic
progress and tackling the attainment gap between them
and their peers. This investment will fund an £83 million
expansion of the National Tutoring Programme fbi®
illyearolds in 2021/22, in order to reach hundreds of
thousands more pupils next academic year; a £102 million

Programme for 5 to 16 year olds in the 2021/22 academiextension of the 149 Tuition Fund for a further year to
year, £102 million funding extension of the 16 to 19 support more students in English, maths and other
tuition fund for a further year to support more students|invocational and academic subjects; and £18 million

English, mathematics and other vocatioaatl academic
subjects, and £18 million funding to support langu

funding to support language developmenttle early
eyears, supporting a critical stage of child development.

P O LRG milld Wil be el to ‘é)&);ﬂwé}l bur sBcceldiyi U m
Yrfhourfedl M $ufe92029 Tand 'hist ifcfedsdd! | €
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Railways: Exhaust Emissions
Asked byThe Earl of Dundee

To ask Her Majesty's Government what plans th
have to develop (1) ultra light, and (2) very light, rail {
achieve decarbonisedatrsport; what assessment the
have made of the (a) efficiency, and (b) longevity,
rail vehicles as compared with road vehicles; and w
is their timetabldor investment into light rail in urban
locations, as well as on branch railway linék.1438Q

Baroness Vere of Norbiton: The Department is
considering the next steps and future direction for Lig
Rail Policy. This includes Mass Rapid Transit, Very Lig
Rail and other intermediate modes to reflect the wig
Government agenda.

Through funding packages to cities, the Governmg
has paid for orunderwritten significant investments if
light rail in recent years.

Local transport authorities have responsibility f
transport planning, including considering bus rapid tran
and other such schemes which lie between conventig
bus and light rail. iese bring the benefits and usg
experience of light rail to bus corridors at significant
lower cost, as stated in '‘Bus Back Better'.

The Government is developing a Transpg

Decarbonisation Plan (TDP) that puts transport on a g
to delivering its contbutions to carbon budgets and ng

modal approach to decarbonising the entire transp
system for the first time, setting out a credible a
ambitious pathway to cut emissions. The Plan will
published in Spring 2021.

Regional Planning and Development:
Ministerial Responsibility

Asked by ord Bourne of Aberystwyth

To ask Her Majesty's Government whiChbinet
ministeris responsibléor the levelling up agenda
[HL14625

Lord Greenhalgh: Levelling up all areas of the|
country remains at the centre of B v er n me n t
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Religious Buildings: Islam
Asked by ord Pearson of Rannoch

To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to the
Written Answer by Baroness Williams dirafford on
22 March (HL14054), whether they will now answer
the question put, namely, what assessment they have
made of any Islamist teaching in mosques in the UK;
what assessment they have made of the number of
Imams in the UK who cannot speak Englishgdavhat
plans they have to require services in mosques in the
UK to be conducted in EnglisfHL14593

Lord Greenhalgh: As outlined in our previous
religious organisations and faidsed
institutions may recruit religious leaders from overseas

0
Yy

ht

bnvia our T2 Minister of Religion route. The Immigration
, Rules governing this category require applicants to

demonstrate a strong command of the English language in
. order to qualify for a visa.

sit The Government wi ||
naggitimate rightsi for example, to free speech and to

L practise their religin within the lawi but we cannot and

y will not shy away from challenging cultures and practices
that are harmful. Whether through Islamism or any other
it ideology, the Government is committed to tackling those
atr\?/ho spread views that promote violence and katre

against individuals and communities in our society, and

that radicalise others into terrorism.

ort MHCLG continues to lead on broader matters of
dintegration and faith, including on religious practice in

Renewable Energy: Heating
Asked byord Vaux of Harrowden

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment
they have made of the level of Seasonal Coefficient of
Performance which is achieved by air and ground
source heat pumps in rdik installations compared to
those stated in the Microgeneast Certification
Scheme Product Directory; and what plans they have
(2) to introducea requirementhat reallife performance

0 sana dfficiendya must be stated by manufacturers in

and this requires collective action across Government as aadvertising and technical literature, and (2) to ensure

whole. We remain committed to levelling up opportuni
across the UK so that people feel that they can succesg
their local area. The Spending Review established a sd
provisional priority outcomes and metrics across
Departments and policy areas which have been publis|
(attached) here:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/spending
review-2020-documents

The Answer includes the following attached material:

Spending review [210408 Spending Review 202DV.UK -
HL14625.pdf]

The material can be viewed online at:
http://www.parlianent.uk/business/publications/writtemestions
answersstatements/writtelquestion/Lords/20203-25/HL14625

y that purchasers and taflers are able to make a realistic
d inassessment of the likely running cogtd. 14549

t of Lord Callanan: Based on historic evidence from trials

all ;
helf€ can assume that air source heat pumps have a Seasonal
e C :

oefficient of Performance of 2.4, while ground source
heat pumps have a coefficient of 2.7. We are currently
seking to update our assumptions based onli=abata
from the Electrification of Heat Demonstration Project
and the Metering and Monitoring Service Packages,
installed as part of the Renewable Heat Incentive.

We understand that there may beerformance gap
between stated efficiency and rdigd efficiency. This is
something we are seeking to address by working with the
standard setting bodies to improve the accuracy of these

al ways
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measurements. We are also looking to develop a Hgme stated aim to seu r e

Suitability Mocel, as part of the Electrification of He
Demonstration Project, to more clearly communicate

the public the expected running costs of heat pumps basedintend to

on reallife performance.

Republic of Congo: Elections
Asked byBaroness Kennedy of Cradley

To ask He Majesty's Government what assessme
they have made of the elections in the Republic
Congo; and whether the UK sent observers to mon
those electiongHL 14508

Lord Goldsmith of Richmond Park: The UK notes
the reelection of Denis SasseMdguesso, who received 89
per cent of the vote in the Republic @&ongo's
Presidential election as announced by the Republic
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t he

UKb6 s
Superpower 0

Tech by
reverse funding cuts to
development programmes; and if 8w, which
programmes they intend to pide increased funding.
[HL14646

Lord Callanan: Our commitment to research and

development has been clearly demonstrated through the

increase total W R&D investment to 2.4% of GDP by
2027.

The increased investment will put

NtSpending Review announcement to increase investment in
ofR&D across government to £14.6bn in 2021/22. This
Oincrease in investment will help deliver our ambition to

research and

development at the heart of economic and social recovery

ofrom the impacts ofCovid-19, enabling us to build back

Congo's authorities on 23 March. The Electoral better for a greener, healthier and misilient UK.

Commission estimates turnout was 67.5 per cent. The
has no permanent diplomatic presence in Republic
Congo and it was not possible to depritish official
to monitor the election under the terms set out by

UK As the custodian of the R&D system, BEIS was
Ohllocated £11.1 billion for R&D in 2021/22. Funding for

each individual programme is subject to our Departmental

Republic of Congo authorities. The African Union an ypdate in due course.

observer mission noted several irregularities. One of th

e

candidates in the election also sadly passed away on the

day it took placeThe UK is concerned about the reported Reserve Forces
irregularities and urges the Republic of Congo authoritjes Asked byord West of Spithead
to ensure its constitution is followed in respect of the

election results.

Research: China
Asked bytord Alton of Liverpool
To ask Her Majesty's Governmewhat assessmen
they have made of the conclusions in the report

School The China question: managing
maximising benefits from partnership in highg
education and research, published on 9 March,(f)at

heallocations process, which is under way. We will provide

To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to the

remarks by Baroness Goldie on 23 March (HL Deb, col

811), whether the review of reservesllyd Lancaster
of Kimbolton will cover the provision afoldiers for
‘Military Aid to the Civil Power', including (1)

resilience, and (2) disaster relief, following the recent

cut in the size of the armed forcgdL1461Q

by
King's College London and the Harvard Kennedy

Baroness Goldie: The Reserve Forces 2030 (RF30)
risks andreview was initiated by the Chief of the Defence Staff in
r February 2020. Lord Lancaster was invited to prepare a

independent report on the reserve forces and how their

research partner, and (2) collaborations with Chipawider Government out to 2030.

account for more than -2

impact research in 20 subject ar¢b$.14364

Lord Callanan: Her Maj estyo6s GoV
the enormous benefits from collaborating on sdient
research with China. We cannot
challenges, such as climate change, without their sup

interest to do so.

Research: Finance
Asked byT'he Marquess of Lothian

reportGlobal Britain in a Competitive Age: the
Integrated Review of Security, Defence, Developme

address glob
Dort
and engagement. We will continue to support research
collaboration with China where it is clearly in the national

ntEmployment

wel come and thorough revi
the Amed_ Forces includingn resilience. The MOD wiill
er.nment ¢ 0 'S S

carefull'y nsi-daer al | of

afind report back to Parliament in due course.

Retail Trade: Finance
Asked by ord Taylor of Warwick

0 Ties RF30creview has fyet to tbe pultlishéds buthis g h

ew

To ask Her Majesty's Government what plans they

have toprovide additional financial support to retail

businesses who do not trade onlii#.14605

Lord Callanan: Retailers have been able to benefit
To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to their through an unprecedented support package including loan

the
and

schemes, funding, tax deferrals,

Support  Scheme

grant
Income

and Foreign Policy, published on 16 March, and thgirCoronavirus Job Retéoh Scheme.

-Self
the

status
2030

to commitment to research and development, whether they

research and

t

0

h
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The Government will continue to provide eligible retaljl,

12 April 2021

Written Answels

Rugby: Listed Events

hospitality and leisure properties in England with 100%

business rates relief from 1 April 2021 to 30 June 2021.
This will be followed by 66% business rates relief for the

period from 1 dly 2021 to 31 March 2022, capped at §
million per business for properties that were required
be closed on 5 January 2021, or £105,000 per busines
other eligible properties.

We have provided ore f f O0Restart

£6,000 for noressentil retail premises, expected tp

benefit over 450,000 neessential retail businesses.

My Rt hon Friend Mr Chancellor of the Exchequer h
announced a new OHelp td
£520 million to help SMEs recover from tt@ovid-19
pandemic by adopting digital technologies and providi
management training to boost productivity.

The initiative contains two schemes:

A Hel p t o iGhisosehemeDvill gei avadabld
from the Autumn with small businesses able to acc
free impartial advice on how technology can boost th
performance. Eligible businesses will also be ablgeto
a discount of up to 50% on the costs of approv
software, worth up to £5,000. Vouchers are initial
expected to be available for software that hel
businesses:

A Buil
A Make
AManage their accounts and finances digitally.

A Hel p to Gr dihis schbeme will) affen
MBA -style management training to SMEs with the ai
of increasing innovation and boosting growth.

d customer rel ati

t he

o

mo st of sel |

Roads: Exhaust Emissions
Asked byThe Earl of Dundee

To ask Her Majesty's Government what steps they 3
taking to reduce particulate pollution from urban traffi
and what assessment they have made (1) of the rg
by University College London and Harvard Universit
et alGlobal mortality from outdoor fine partel
pollution generated by fossil fuel combustion, publish
on 9 Februaryand (2)in particular the finding that
exposure to fossil fuel apollution accounts for 18 to
21.5 per cent of global deaths each yg4lr14382

Baroness Vere of Norbiton: Our landmark
Environment Bill introduces a duty to set a ldgal
binding target for fine particulate matter, in addition to
further longterm air quality target. Achieving thes
targets will require action on a wide range of sourc
including urban traffic and fossil fuel combustion

Asked byBaroness Randerson

To askHer Majesty's Government what discussions
2 they have had, if any, about listing the Six Nations
0 Rugby Championship as a Group A sporting event
5 forunder broadcasting regulatiopdL 14458

Baroness, Barran: The Government does not have
G f)ld‘%g th feflew d listel %ven?s ‘?egime at this time. We
believe that the curretisted events regime works well to
deliver the best outcome and strikes an appropriate
ASbalance between retaining frawair sports events for the

agreements in the best interests of their sport.
ng
Russia:China

Asked byrhe Marquess of Lothian

To ask Her Majesty's Government when the Prime
Minister last spoke to (1) the President of Russia, and
(2) the President of China, about the military presence
of those countries within the Arctic Circle; and what
disaussions they have had with (a) the government of
Russia, and (b) the government of China, at any
ministerial level about that issUélL14645

n SBATPNGSS CaldieyThe; UK's primary gbjedtive,in, the

Arctic is to maintain the region as one characterised by

nhigh level$ of imternational cooperation and low tensions.

We support the Arctic Council and continue to play an

active role in its work as a state observer, and are
b cammitted to working with our partners to ensure that
Imincreasing access to the region and its resources is

managed safely, sustainably and responsiBlyssia and

China's military presence in the Arctic has not been part

of any recent Prime Ministerial or Ministerial discussions.

PSS
eir

ed

y
ps

Russia: Disinformation
Asked by ord Strasburger

To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to the
POrtyyritten evidence by the Payster General to the Joint

Y Committee on the National Security Strategy, published
on 3 March, which states
funding has focussed on building collective resilience to
Russian disinformation across Europe and the Eastern
Neighbourhod Regi ono, on what
spent; and what is the equivalent figure for funding
resilience against Russian disinformation targeted at the
UK. [HL14547

& Lord Goldsmith of Richmond Park: The CDMD

P programme contributes to HMG's Russia Strategy and UK
PSnational security by supporting projects which expose an

- build resilience to disinformation operations associated

\re

~-
M

d

1%

Specific measures will depemh what targets are set an
ultimately the pathway and approach to achieving

d with Russia across Europe and the Eastern
heNeighbourhood. The types of support given varies from

targets. We will be carrying out a public consultation 6npnentoring with UK media organisations; consultancy on
proposed targets, which is likely to commence in e 'yprogramming; funded eproductions and supporfor

2022.

regional Russian language media initiatives. Addressing

t

t

public owhite dllowing irights i holders t@ rnegetiatd i n g

h

h
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the challenge of disinformation is a whole of Governme
effort and draws on resources from a number
Departments with costs met through their respect
budgets.

Rwanda: Economic Situation andPolitics
and Government

Asked byBaroness Kennedy of Cradley

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessm
they have made of the political and economic situati
in Rwanda[HL1444§

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: As set out in our
statement on Rwanda at the Human Rights Council
January, the UK Government is concerned ab
restrictions on civil and political rights and medi
freedom in Rwanda. Civil society and opposition parti
in Rwanda must be able to operate freely, holdimg
Government of Rwanda to account and contributing to
debate on how Rwanda should be governed. We regul
raise specific cases of concern with the Rwand
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nt - Working across all Government departments to advise
ofon policy and delivery of a 'One H#d response to
veAMR, including health, agriculture and the environment;

Advising the UK Government on possible
commitments to take forward on AMR through the UK's
G7 Presidency in 2021; and

- Acting as an ad hoc adviser to the UK Fleming Fund,
the Glob&4 AMR Innovation Fund and other UK
Government funded AMR activities overseas.

ent
on

Sanjeev Gupta
Asked byord Myners

To ask Her Majesty's Government to whaftities
owned by Sanjeev Gupta did the British Business Bank
extend the Coronavirus Business Intetrip Loan
Scheme; who was responsible for (1) credit assessment,
and (2) due diligence; and from which accounts were
he any loans issue@-HL1459Q

BrY | ord Callanan: We are unable to provide information
AMelating to individual borrowers as it is commercially

in
but
a

es

Government and the Rwanda Investigation Bureau, andensitive. However, details of facilites made available

call for free and fair trials for all ttee in detention. We
will continue to urge Rwanda, as a member of t
Commonwealth, and future Chair-Office, to uphold

and champion Commonwealth values of democracy, 1
of law, and respect for human rights.

Following strong growth for over a decadee tBovid-
19 pandemic has dramatically stalled economic progr
and increased poverty in Rwanda. We welcome
Government of Rwanda's ongoing commitment

development and it€ovid-19 response, which includes

an economic recovery fund to support harcblisinesses,
and expanded social protection programmes for

poorest and most vulnerable. However, this commitm
to social and economic progress must be matched \
gains in civil and political rights for its people.

Sally Davies
Asked byord Mendelsdin

To ask Her Majesty's Government what publ

under the Coronavirus Business Interruption Loan
N€Scheme (CBILS) will be published where required by the
European Commi ssionés
U&ourse.

CBILS facilities are delivered through the British
Business Bankds acenespahsiblee d
BSfor making credit decisions in accordance with the

theschemec”)s rul es.
0

b

Sarah Everard

he

bnt ]
vith To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment

they have made of the actions of the Metropolitan
Police at a vigil in remory of Sarah Everard at
Clapham Common on 13 MarghlL14233

Baroness Williams of Trafford: Following events
surrounding the vigil in memory of Sarah Everard on
Clapham Common, the Home Secretary asked for an

€ immediate full report from the Metropolitan Police, which

Asked byBaroness Ritchie of Downpatrick

responsibilities are currently held by Professor Dameégpe received on Sunday 14 March.

Sally Davies[HL1452Q

Lord Bethell: Professor Dame Sally Davies wa
appointed to the unpaid role of United Kingdom Spec|

Envoy on Antimicrobial Resistance (AMR) in 2019.

Dame Sally represents the UK intetipaally on the
subject of AMR, engaging bilaterally and multilaterall
through international organisations, including the Unit
Nations and the World Bank.

As Special Envoy, the responsibilities include:

- Representing the UK on the United Nations' O
Health Global Leaders Group on Antimicrobid
Resistance, a global governance structure to main
public support and political momentum for AMR on th
global agenda;

The HomeSecretary felt there were still questions to be
S answered and in the interest of confidence in policing
alhas asked HM Inspectorate of Constabulary and Fire and
Rescue Services to look into what happened in more
detail.

Y 1t would be inappropriate for Gomement to comment
2dfurther until the report is complete.

Schools: Admissions
:le Asked by ord Lucas
ain
e

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment
they have made of the case for requiring schools that

are responsible for their own admissions policies to

Transpa
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provide their local education authority with (1) data
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n quality tuition for the most disadvantaged young people,

the most recent admissions round, and (2) their curj)eriuelping to accelerate their academic progress and tackle

admissions policiesHL14412

Baroness Berridge:Local authorities will hold data on
the most recent admission round because they receivi
applications in the normal admissions round and sehd
offers of places on the national offer days, which are
March for secondary schools and 16 April for prima
schools.

All admission arrangements for stdtsnded schools
are also published in the local authority compos
admissions prospectus which da@ found on each loca
authorityds website.

Admission authorities are required, by the Schg
Admissions Code and the School Information (Englan
Regulations 2008, to send their admission arrangemsd
to their local authorities for inclusion in the consjie
prospectus by 8 August each year.

Schools: Private Finance Initiative
Asked by ord Storey

To ask Her Majesty's Government what plans th
have to deal with the Private Finance Initiative schq
contracts that will end in the next five yedk$lL.1454Q

Baroness Berridge: The Department has recentl
estabished a Contract Expiry Unit. That unit is activel
working alongside the relevant local authorities a

academy trusts on seven pathfinder projects. Thps&

pathfinder projects are the earliest Private Finan
Initiative (PFI) projects to expire in the eddion sector.
The Department is also considering how best to as
local authorities and academy trusts on the later |
contracts to expire.

Schools: Standards
Asked by ord Hay of Ballyore

To ask Her Majesty's Government what recent sté
they have take to raise educational standards
schools across the United KingddidL14499

Baroness Berridge: Education is a devolved matter
and the response will outline the education reforms
England.

Since 2010, this government has been committed
raising educational standards in all schools across
countryto ensure that all young people leave school w
the knowledge, qualifications, and skills they need
succeed in life. The proportion of schools now rated
Ofsted as Good or Outstanding has risen from 68%
2010 to 86% in 2020.

We know that theCovid-19 outbreak poses great

challenges to the education system. That is why in J
2020, the Department announced a £1 billion cajzch
package, which includes £350 million for the Nation

D

"

the attainment gap between them and their peers. More

recently, in February 2021, we committed a further £700
illion of funding for the 2021/22 academicare This

i’ackage includes a new one off £302 million Recovery
remium for state primary and secondary schools,

]building on the Pupil Premium, to further support pupils

Y who need it. The devolved administrations are receiving
additional funding through the &@nett formula in the
usual way. This funding enables the devolved

teadministrations to deliver support where programmes do
not apply across the whole of the UK.

(o]

ol
d)
bNts

Schools: Uniforms
Asked byord Watson of Invergowrie

To ask Her Majesty's Government how mamyemts
who have been unable to resolve the issue of excessive
school uniform costs with schools directly have raised
that issue with the Department for Education in each of
the last three academic yedr$.14398

€Y Baroness Berridge:The department does not centrally
Olcollect detailed information on the numbdrammplaints
received and the exact nature of the complaint. However,
we have identified 25 complaints in the last three years
for which school uniform was selected as the nature of the
complaint. This figure includes complaints about aspects
f school urfiorm other than cost and excludes complaints
cavhere school uniform is referenced but is not stated as the
primary reason for the complaint.

Asked by ord Blencathra

To ask Her Majesty's Government on how many
occasions the voluntary guidance on school unifo
costs has been amendsdce 2013[HL14405

y
hd

D

Sist
PFI

Baroness Berridge: The nonst at ut ory 0s
uni form: guidance for school s
September 2013. This guidance

’p?)revious guidance on school uniform, published in May

N 2012, giving it a greater emphasis on securing best value
for money in the supply of schbaniforms. The guidance

, Is available to view here:

fohttps://www.gov.uk/government/publications/school
uniform and in the attached document.

0 The government is supporting the Education (Guidance
th@bout Costs of School Uniforms) Private Members' Bill to
thenable the department to put our guidance on the cost of
toschool uniform on a statutory footing.

DYThe Answer includethe following attached material:

n
HL14405_attachment
[HL14405_attachment_School_Uniform_Guidance.pdf]

Jm?he material can be viewed online at:
http://www.parliamet.uk/business/publications/writteuestions
Al answersstatements/writteuestion/Lords/20203-19/HL 14405

h

Tutoring Programme. This will increase access to -hig
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Asked by ord Bourne of Aberystwyth Special Scientific Interest SSSIs). This will usually

To ask Her Majesty's Government what plans theyfollow informal discussion,including discussion about

have to issuguidelines to independent schools aboutmanagement. Consensus between  regulators, —land
the cost obchool uniforms{HL1462] managers, users and other stakeholders is generally

required to deliver positive conservation outcomes for
Baroness Berridge:The govenment is supporting thel SSSIs. Countryside Stewardship currently provides the

Education (Guidance about Costs of School Unifornms)principal mechanismot help private land managers meet

private member so bil l t 9 the eoatof agy posiive managemsng neededsta rastoret o r

guidance on the cost of school uniform. The bill does notSSSIs to, or maintain them in, favourable condition.

extend to guidance for independent schools.

In choosing an indeperdt school for their child, .
parents accept and expect certain associated fees,| and Skilled Workers
school uniform costs are something that they need to take Asked by ord Taylor of Warwick
into consideration as part of their decision to seel a

private education for their child. To ask Her Majesty's Government what steps they are

taking to ensuwe that local skills improvement plans will

L. L. meet the skills gaps in each local authoritit. 14543
Shipping: Carbon Emissiors _ _ _
Baroness Berridge:  Business representative

Asked by ord West of Spithead organisations will be given the leading role in developing
To ask Her Majesty's Government what plans thie !_ocal Skills Improvement Plans in trailblazer areas,
have to contribute to accelerating the decarbonisation of'formed by key stakeholders such as local authorites, s

the maritime industry; and whether they expect |toth@t they provide credible and —evidersssed
contribute to this initiative through (1) the UK assessments of local skills gaps and priorities. The plans

Infrastructure Bak, or (2) alternative means will bring colleges and other providers together to agree
[HL14668 ' how skills gaps can best be filled, and our Strategic

Development Funding will support ceies and other
Baroness Vere of Norbiton: To support the| providers to do this in trailblazer local areas.
decarbonisation of the maritime sector, Government| is _ ) ) _
investing £20 million in a Clean Maritime Demonstratign !t IS our intention to legislate to put the employer
leadership of Local Skills Improvement Plans on a

Competition. This competition will support the UK . . . .
design and development of clean maritime technologieStatutory footing, strengthening the voice of employers in

aspartofthePi me Ministeros Ten 93 pkils sysemsg gerogsgthcouniry. e Jwill also
Industrial Revolution. Launched on 22 March 2021, thi consult_ on ||_1trod_ucmg new accountability structures to
programme builds on the vision set out in the Underpin their delivery.

Departmentds Clean Marit|ime Plan and wunderlines our
commitment to addressing emissions from this sector. . . .

Further plans for the decarbonisation of the maritime Small Businesses: Coronavirus
sector will be set out in the Transport Decarbonisation Asked by ord Taylor of Warwick

Plan, which will be published this spring. )
P pring To ask Her Maéesty's Government what assessment

The UK lTnfrastructure Bangh HaveCfabie®of M hufbel bf ‘sifiah ibelsks® © ©
help tackle climate change, particularly meeting our net which are not eligible fo€ovid-19 Government grants;

zero emissions target by 2050, and to support regional pnd and what steps they are taking to reduce that number.
local economic growth through better connectedngss, [HL14239

opportunities for new jobs and higher levels of _
productivity. The Bank will be operationally independept Lord Callanan: The government engages with a range
and will invest to meet these objectives. of stakeholders to understand the reach and scope of the
grant support that has been made available. All small
. . L business premises thiaave been mandated in legislation
Sites of Special Scientific Interest to close are able to access grant support including up to

Asked byBaroness Hayman of Ullock £4,500 per six weeks of closure.

To ask Her Majesty's Government Whif For those small businesses that have not been mandated

»

compensation they provide, if any, to commoners wherio close, £2bn of funding via the Additional Restrictions
Natural England make a decision that curtails economiésrant (ARG) has &en made available to Local
activity on a common on the basis titatontains a site | Authorities to develop business support, including grants,
of special scientific intereqHL 14271 that suits their local area. Local Authorities provide

, ) regular data reports on the number and value of grants
Lord Goldsmith of Richmond Park: Natural England | ey are making across all grant schemes available, and

must notify all owners and occupiers where it considersyis'is available on the GOV.UK website.
an area to be of special interest (notification of Sites| of
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Small Businesses: Corporation Tax
Asked byt ord Taylor of Warwick

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessm
they have made of the impact of planned corporat
tax increases on the profitability of smélusinesses.
[HL1435]

Lord Agnew of Oulton: Corporation Tax is payédon
companiesd taxable profi
with small profits, those companies with profits ¢

£50,000 or less, will continue to pay 19%. That medns

that ¢.70% of actively trading companies will be protect
from a rate increase.

Marginal relief will be available for companies with
profits between £50,000 and £250,000 ensuring that
effective rate of Corporation Tax increases gradually
companies with profits over £50,000, avoiding tl
distortions which would come with a sharp inceeas
rate.

Small Businesses: Mental lliness
Asked by ord Taylor of Warwick

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessm
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the deferral of VAT and income tax payments, and more.
Businesses can also access tailored advice through our
Freephone Business Support Helpline, online via the

erBusiness Support website or through their local Growth

orubs in England. The Business Support Helpline
continues to support business owners with tailored advice
and information, and also signposts individuals to mental
health support services where appropriate.

Furth r measures were also ap L@%ed bg m)((PRt. HRnI.
f1"‘:riend f Chahcellofof the Exchen(§uer in the Bu g%t?hat
build on the significant support already available as well

NS set out how current support will evolve and adapt. This

includes the extension of the CJRS until September 2021,
and the SelEmployment hcome Support Scheme
(SEISS) will continue with a fourth and a fifth grant. The

th€hancellor announced that a further 600,000 people,

O'many of whom became sadnployed in 20120, may

€ now be able to claim direct cash grants under SEISS. The
Chancellor also rmounced in the Budget that fromst1
April one-off Restart Grants of up to £6,000 for non
essential retail and up to £18,000 for hospitality, leisure,
personal care, and accommodation businesses will be
available to support them to reopen as Cdhdd
restictions are relaxed.

ent Bysinesses and individuals can use our checker tool on

ed

they have made of a recent survey by the ASSOCiatiOTi oE0V.UK to quickly and easily determine whether they
t

Chartered Certified Accountants and the Corpor
Finance Network, publishesh 11 March, which found
that one in five small business owners are struggl
with mental health issues; and what steps they
taking to increase the wellbeing of small busing
owners[HL14299

Lord Callanan: The Government recognises th
significant impact that the CoronavirusCdvid-19)
pandemic has lieon both employers and employees.

In order to highlight available support around ment

health, the Government is signposting to resources
businesses and employers

the Mental Health at Work toolkit, through GOV.UK. Wg

alo continue to work with the Thriving at Work
Leadership Council to encourage employers to sign uf
the Mental Health at Work (MHAW) commitments. W
also engage leading Mental Health charities 4

organisations to better understand issues around SMf

mentd health, financial insecurity for small busineg
owners and the sefmployed, and we continue to explor
what further support may be offered.

We also know how worried people are, and we 3
taking many steps to protect both jobs and the-tengp
financial future of businesses during the current econo
emergency. Throughout this crisis, our priority has bg
clear: to protect lives and livelihoods. We have introdug
an unprecedented and comprehensive package of bus
support measures to help as mamdividuals and
businesses as possible, which has mitigated some of
worst immediate impacts @ovid-19 on risk factors for
poor mental health. This includes measures such as
small business grants, the Coronavirus loan guaral

€are eligible for any further financial support at this time.

We will continue to work with colleagues across
NdGovernment, busimses and other organisations, to
ereénsure the right support is available for employers and
SSemployees.

Small Businesses: Pay
Asked by ord Taylor of Warwick

al To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment
for they have made of the number of small business owners

additional investment for their businesses during the
Covid-19 pandemigHL1435Q

0 |ord Agnew of Oulton: The Government recognises
® the challenges faced by small business owners due to
NAdcovid-19. That is why the Government has committed to
very substantialgctkage of support to help businesses,
S their owners and employees through this difficult time.
€ Small business owners may benefit from extensions to the
Coronavirus Job Retention Scheme (CJRS) and to the
reSel-Employment Income Support Scheme (SEISS) to
Septenber 2021 announced at the recent Budget. The
nicCIJRS has supported 11.2 million unique jobs (by 15
erFebruary 2021) supporting 1.3 million employers with
ed£53.8 billion. The next SEISS grants will potentially
nesigoport an additional 600,000 claimants, bringing th
Government 6s s u pempoyed tof£8%
tHallion. Alongside this, small businesses have benefited
from Small Business Rates Relief and may continue to
tHeenefit from the extended business rates relief for the
teketail, hospitality and leisure secsofThese firms may be

a)

schemes, the Coramirus Job Retention Scheme (CJRS

), eligible for the newly introduced Restart Grants, due to

es

t

whe have fpriegone theif Regepal salgriep W jprodde 4 g

h €
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start in April, alongside having the opportunity to app|
for a share of an additional £425 million top up to Log
Authority Additional Restriction Grants. They may alg
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y launched on 6 April, replacing the Coronavirus Business
al Interruption Loans scheme. The Restart Grant supports
0 businesses in the nassential retail, hospitality, leisure,

be elgible to apply for the new Recovery Loan Schemepersonal care and accommodation sectors with eofine

and may also benefit from the reduction of VAT fq
eligible businesses, and deferrals to VAT repayments.

Despite this level of support,
acknowledges that it has not been possible to sup
evayone as they might wish, such as company directq

Where groups have not been included it has been because
of two guiding principles; to target support to those who

need it most, and to protect public money against er
fraud and abuse. Despite extemsi analysis and
engagement, no practical way has been found to iden

and target directors unable to draw on the SEISS or CJRS,

and to assess the value of support they should receive,

Small Businesses: Redundancy
Asked byord Taylor of Warwick

To ask He Majesty's Government what assessme
they have made of the survey by takepaymen

published in February, which found that 30 per cent|of

small businesses have had to let staff go due to
Covid-19 pandemigqHL14477

Lord Callanan: Through regular engagement wit
small and mediursized businesses, the Goament is
aware of the issues highlighted by the results of f{
takepayments survey and recognises the individual im
on those that have lost jobs or had their liveliho
affected by the coronavirus pandemic.

The Plan for Jobs measures announced lasdr
provides significantly expanded employment suppqg
(including extra Work Coaches) to help people who hg
become newly unemployed, and individuals who ha
fallen into longer term unemployment, whoever they 3
and wherever they live.

Further supporwill be announced shortly. DWP Trair]
and Progress (TaP), a new DWP initiative aimed
increasing access to training opportunities for claiman
will see an extension to the length of time people d
receive Universal Credit while undertaking wddcused
study.

Throughout the coronavirus pandemic, the governm
has sought to protect pe
the UK, spending £352 billion on its package of supp
for affected businessesThis package includes grants

loans, and business ratedief, as well as the Coronavirus

Job Retention Scheme (CJRS) which has been use
1.3 million employers to support 11.2 million jobs at
value of £53.8 billion. The CIJRS has been extended
September 2021.

The Budget announced on 3 March 2021 akts sut
how it will support a plan for recovery that focusses
backing business, improving skills, and creating jobs.
part of this support, businesses of any size will still
able to access loans and other forms of finance worth

the Government

r grant, to reopen safely &ovid-19 restrictions are lifted.

SME Brexit Support Fund
Asked bytord ClementJones

To ask Her Majesty's Government when the SME
Brexit Support Fund will open to applicantdL14373

Lord Agnew of Oulton: The SME Brexit Support
tifffund opened to applicants on Monday 15 March 2021.

Asked byord ClementJones

To ask Her Majesty's Government what is the earliest
date by which applicants can expect to receive funding
from the SME Brexit Support FungHL14374

Lord Agnew of Oulton: The earliest date by which
ntapplicants can expect to receiftending from the SME
SBrexit Support Fund, following a successful application,
is within 30 days of the valid claim for reimbursement
thBeing accepted.

Asked byord ClementJones

To ask Her Majesty's Government whether small and
he mediumsized enterprises (1hat were trading with the
act EU prior to 1 January, and (2) that trade with other
hd countries, will be eligible for the SME Brexit Support
Fund if they meet the criterigdL14375

Lord Agnew of Oulton: Small and mediursized
r,enterprises that were trading with the EU prior to 1
V&January are eligible for the SME Brexit Support Fund if
VEthey were only trading with the EU and so need to adjust
Iréto new customs, rules of origin, and VAT rules.

If a small or mediunsized enterprise tradewith the
EU prior to 1 January and trades with other countries (i.e.,
atnon-EU countries), then they are not eligible for the SME
tSBrexit Support Fund as they have no need to adjust to
amew customs, rules of origin, and VAT rules.

Asked by ord ClementJones

bort
rs.

or

h

bnt  To ask Her Majesty's Government what is the
b p Imaxgngm grosshagiouat avilaklej toyapplicarisghsodgh
brt  the SME Brexit Support FungHL14376

’  Lord Agnew of Oulton: The maximum gross amount
© available through the SME Brexit Support Fund is £2,000

tB’er applicant.
Asked byBaroness BonharrCarter of Yarnbury

i

a

to
To ask Her Mijesty's Government when is the earliest

date that applicants can expect to receive funding from
PN the SME Brexit Support FungHL1443Q

>
»

be Lord Agnew of Oulton: The earliest date by which
ugbplicants can expect to receive funding from the SME

to £10m via the ew Recovery Loan Scheme whic

L Brexit Support Fund, following a successful application,
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is within 30 dgs of the valid claim for reimbursement Protect. Project Protect sets out their plans for

being accepted.
Asked byBaroness BonhantCarter of Yarnbury

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessm
they have made of the benefits to businesses

technological innovation and sharing best practices across
industry to prevent and eradicate child sexual exploitation
and abuse. Government officials are engaging \ith
enfechnology Coalition on their priorities and upcoming
ofvork on this project.

receiving funding from the SME Brexit Support Fund  pepartment for Digital, Culture, Media & Sport has

(1) at ay time, and (2) after the impending impo
process change$il 14437

Lord Agnew of Oulton: The Government has provide
extensive guidance to businesses on VAT, excise,
customs processes to support them in their readinesg
the UK leaving the EU. This guidance includes videg
webinars and steby-step giides.

The announcement of the SME Brexit Support Fu
followed extensive engagement with
businesses, leading business organisations and t
associations from across the UK. Grants have b
designed to cover a significant portion of the cdated
for basic customs training courses or professional ady
on customs, rules of origin and the VAT aspects
imports and exports.

Asked byBaroness BonharCarter of Yarnbury

To ask Her Majesty's Government whether there
provision for SME Brexit 8pport Fund grants to be
applied retroactively to cover adjustments put in pla
by businesses before the funding became availa
[HL14432

Lord Agnew of Oulton: Applicants can only seek
support for eligible expenditure on or after 11 Februg
2021, the date the scheme was announced.

Social Media: Offences gainst Children

Asked by ord Gilbert of Panteg

To ask Her Majesty's Government what plans th
have, if any, to facilitate the sharing of information d

t recently published a £2.4m Invitation to Tender for a new

project to address barriers to data sharing and support
y innovation and competition in the detection of online
anBarm, as part of the National Data Strategy. As part of the
fgroject, the provider will analyse the current data
S'Iandscape and the economic and social benefits of

opening up online harms data, and then test a nuofbe
potential practical solutions.

=}
o

individual The Government and the I nfor

addfice keep legislation under constant review to ensure it
Lekeeps pace with technical and societal changes. There are

powers in the Data Protection Act 2018, overseen by
ic&arliament, to make changes using secondary legislation
ofWhere appropriate.

Social Rented Housing: Electrical Safety
is Asked byord Kennedy of Southwark

To ask Her Majesty's Government what plans they
C€ have to introduce mandatory five yearly electrical
Dle. safetychecks in the social rented sectetl.1445Q

Lord Greenhalgh: In the Charter for Social Housing
Residents Social Housing White Paper published on 17
\"'YNovember 2020, we commit to consult on measures to
ensure that social housing residents are protected from
harm caused by poor electrical safety.

On the 9 Marh 2021, we announced the launch of a
working group to inform the content of the consultation.
The first meeting will take place on 29 March 2021, and
€¥the group will run until Summer 2021. Meetings will
N explore proposals to best protect social residentsi fro

child abuse between social media companies; an@lectrical harm, including consideration of mandatory

whether such plans will include reforming datf
protection law[HL1422Q

Baroness Williams of Trafford: We are working
across Government and engaging industry to prevent
forms of online child sexual exploitation and abuse.

The Government is continuing to engage with

technology companies around teluntary Principles to
Counter Online Child Sexual Ebgitation and Abusea
framework of principles launched by the Five Count
Ministerial partners in March 2020. These are a set of
actions tech firms should take to ensure children are
sexually exploited on their platforms, Principle 1
includes howcompanies should support opportunities
share relevant expertise, helpful practices, data and t
where appropriate and feasible.

The Technology Coalition brings together compani
across the technology industry, including social me

a electrical safety checks.

Social Services: Minimum Wage
all Asked by ord Pendry

To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to the
remarks by the Prime Minister on 8 July 2020 (HC Deb,
col 964) that they wi | Ai nvest massi vel
ryhomes and in our care worke
11 Jjudgment in Royal Mencap Society (Respondent) v
not TomlinsonBlake (Appellant) [2021] UKSC 8, what
o Plans they have to legislate to provide that care workers
to are paid at leasthe national minimum wage for the

hols ENtirety of a sleefin shift.[HL1453Q

Lord Bethell: The Supreme Court has upheld the Court
eso f Appeal judgmendi nd Wehkérn s
liaentitled to the minimum wage for the time they are awake

companies, andave announced their work on Proje

ct for the purpose of working.
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The Government is considering thmaplications of the
judgement with care commissioners and providers
consider what action, if any, is needed. We therefore h
no plans to bring forward legislative proposals to ame
National Minimum Wage regulations at this time.

Solar Events
Asked byt ord Hodgson of Astley Abbotts

To ask Her Majesty's Government what plans are|
place to ensure that the UK is prepared for any imp
resulting from a solar superstorm; and whig
department is responsible fihose preparations,
[HL14273

Lord Callanan: This Government understands that

good management ofsk is essential for contingency
planning, increasing the likelihood that the services
rely on dayto-day are available for citizens and ensurir
that we can protect peopl

The Department is the Lead Government Departm
for the rik of a severe space weather event. BEIS
therefore responsible for coordinating a Crog
Government work programme to ensure that appropri
preparedness and mitigation measures are in place so
impacts from severe space weather are minimised. B

working closely with the Met Office, Civil Contingencies

Secretariat, other Government Departments, 3
academic partners has taken significant steps to incrg

the UKG6s preparedness for

The Department will publish a new spaceather
strategy later this year, which will set out a figear road
map for how we intend to boost resilience and build
existing UK strength and capacity in this area, to contir]
to increase our preparedness for a severe space we
event.

South Sudan: Conflict, Stability and Security
Fund

Asked byThe Earl of Sandwich

To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to tf
Written Answers by Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon on 1
March (HL1383%nd HL13840), what plans they havj
toreduce the level diinding to theConflict, Stability
and Security Fund in South Sudan; and wh
assessment they have made of the impact of changs
their conflict strategy on African countries in conflic
in particular South SudafHL14347

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: As announced to
Parliament last year, the impact of the global pandemic
the UK economy has forced us to take the tough,
necessary decision to temporarily reduce the Offig
Development Assistance budget. The FCDO is review
all individual country allocations as part of the Count
Business  Planning  process, includingspecific
implications for all spend in South Sudan. These will
communicated to Parliament in due course. The UK
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conflict worldwide. We will continue to press for full,
tdnclusive implementation ofhe 2018 Peace Agreement,
averhich remains South Sudan's best chance for-teng
ndpeace and stability.

Special Educational Needs: Coronavirus
Asked by ord Watson of Invergowrie

To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they have
in issued guidance (1) tschools, and (2) to parents of
act children who were shielding because of health
h conditions and who have Education and Health Care

plans, concerning the return of these children to school
from 8 March{HL1430]

Baroness Berridge:On the 18 March 2021 the Deputy
Chief Medical Officer for England confirmed that
weclinically extremely vulnerable people (CEV), including
g children and young people, will no longer have to shield
efrons Cohice18 framh Aprin2021 ssavirus infgction rates
Lnfontinue to fall. Those on the shielded patient list will
igeceive letters with updated igance on the steps they
s can take to reduce their risk. All CEV pupils and students
atshould attend their school or college from this date unless
tHhey are one of the very small number of pupils or
£§tudents under paediatric or other specialist care and have
. been advised by their GP or clinician not to attend.

Ind To support schools during th@ovid-19 outbreak the
pagovernment has published guidance available here:
httpa: jwevwv.gos. yk/gavernmend pulididoesfactiengoe nt s .
schoolsduring-the-coronavirusoutbreak/schoots
coronaviruscovid-19-operationaiguidance This contains
onadvice for pupils and students who have been confirmed
ueas clinically extremely vulnerable, including those with an
htiegucation, Healthand Care plan (EHCP). Additional
guidance to support specialist settings has also been
published throughout th€ovid-19 outbreak, available
here:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance
for-full-openingspecialschoolsandotherspeciaist-

settings

The government has also provided guidance for parents
and carers on supporting children and young people,
including those who are CEV or who have an EHCP,
available here:
athttps://www.gov.uk/governmeApIuincations/what

arentsandcarersneedto-know-aboutearly-years
2s f0 . . i
providersschoolsandcollegesduring-the-coronavirus
covid-19-outbreak/whaparentsneedto-know-about
early-yearsprovidersschoolsandcollegesduring-covid-

19. Additional guidance omental health and wellbeing is
oalso available here:
buhttps://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covié
ialguidanceon-supportingchildrenandyoungpeoples
ngnentathealthandwellbeing
Y The Department of Health and Socizr€ and Public

Health England on the 18 March 2021 released updated
P€guidance for those who are clinically extremely
ISvulnerable, available here:

ne

D N

steadfast in our commitment to supporting victims

of https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance
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onshieldingandprotectingextremelyvulnerable
personsfrom-covid-19/guidanceon-shieldingand
protectingextremelyvulnerablepersamsfrom-covid-19.

Special Educational Needs: Disadvantaged
Asked byord Taylor of Warwick

To ask Her Majesty's Government what steps they
taking to ensure that children with special educatio
needs in disadvantaged areas receive the requ
support[HL14545

Baroness Berridge:Our ambition is forevery child, no
matter what challenges they face, to have access f{
world-class education that sets them up for Ilif
Supporting children with special educational needs 4
disabilities (SEND) is a priority for us, especially at th
time.

The crosgyovenment SEND Review is looking a
ways to improve the SEND system across the coun
including how to ensure better outcomes for children 3
young people with SEND. Our ambition is to publis
proposals for public consultation in the spring.

We have alread announced a major investment i
special needs education, including an additional £7
million for those children and young people with hig
needs in the 20222 financial year, coming on top of thg
additional £780 million in the 202PR1 financial year,
which means high needs budgets will have grown by o
£1.5 billion, nearly a quarter, in just 2 years. The fundi

formula used for allocations of high needs funding

includes factors designed to target more funding
disadvantaged areas.

We are also suppiting local SEND services. On 1(
February 2021, we announced over £42 million
funding for projects to support children and young peo
with SEND in financial year 20222. This investment
will ensure that specialist organisations around f
country cancontinue their work to help strengthen loc
area performance, support families and provide pract
support to schools and colleges. It will strength
participation of parents and young people in the SEN
systemi ensuring they have a voice in designiolicies
and services and have access to high quality informat
advice and support. It includes £27.3 million specifical
to support families on low incomes raising children wi
disabilities or serious illnesses.

Finally, we recognise that th€ovid-19 outbreak has
had a particular impact on children and young people.
are committed to helping all pupils, including those wi
SEND, make up learning lost as a result of @owid-19
outbreak. Sir Kevan Collins has been appointed as
Education Receery Commissioner and is considerin
how schools and the system can more effectively tal
resources and support at pupils in greatest need. ]
includes £1.7 billion in funding to support educatiq
recovery. In June 2020 we announced a £1 billion eat
up package including a National Tutoring Programme 3
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February 2021 we committed to further funding of £700
million to fund summer schools, expansion of our tutoring
programmes and a Recovery Premium fextracademic
year. Funding will support pupils across early years
settings, schools, and colleges.

State Retirement Pensions: Bermuda and
Gibraltar

Asked by ord Jones of Cheltenham

are
nal

ired

To ask Her Majesty's Government when reciprocal
social security arrangemsn were made with (1)

o aBermuda, and (2) Gibraltar, whereby UK state pension
o holders resident in those territories receive the annual
ind uprating of their state pensionsL14577

S

Baroness StedmarScott: The UK entered into a
reciprocal social security agreement with Bermuda in
1969 and with Gibraltar in 1974.

Iry,
Ed State Retirement Pensions: British Overseas
Territories

Asked by ord Jones of Cheltenham

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment
they have made gfrogress on implementing the
request by the governments of British Overseas
Territories during the Deogber 2015 Overseas
V€T Territories Joint Ministerial Council on the uprating of
d pensions for UK state pension holders residing in those
territories[HL14578

Baroness StedmasScott: The policy on uprating UK
State Pensions overseas is longstanding and has been
of supported by successive Governments for over 70syear
higAnnual indexlinked increases are paid to UK State
Pension recipients where there is a legal requirement to
hedo so, for example where recipients are living in countries
o) where there is a reciprocal agreement that provides for
cayp-rating.
bn - This Government attinues to take the view that
NDpriority should be given to those living in Great Britain
when drawing up expenditure plans for additional
orpensioner benefits.
ly
h

0

L ]

to

State Retirement Pensions: Canada

Asked by ord Jones of Cheltenham
We

h To ask Her Majesty'$Sovernment what assessment

they have made dhe request on 16 December 2020
by members of the Canadian Parliamengstablish a
reciprocal agreement on the uprating of pensions for
UK state pension holders residing in Canada.
[HL14579

the
0
get
I'his
n Baroness StedmarScott: A request has been received

chfrom the GovernmentfocCanada and, as indicated in my

ngrevious answer on 10 March 2021, the Government

a Catchup Premium for this academic year, and

n intends to respond to this letter in due course.
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Students: Ethnic Groups schools, reaching out to people from untEgresented
and disadvantaged backgrounds to raise aspirations in

Asked byt ord Taylor of Warwick schools.

To ask Her Majesty's Government what steps they jare
taking to reducethe attainment gap between ethnjc Students: Loans

minority university students and other university Asked by ord Jones of Cheltenham

studentsjHL14349

To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to the
Written Answerby Lord Parkinson of Whitley Bay on
22 March (HL14145), what plans they have to assess
the annual cost of removing interest payments from the
student loans of (1) health, and (2) social care, workers.

Lord Parkinson of Whitley Bay: It is more crucial
than ever before that we tap into the brilliant talent that
our country has to offer, and make sure that universgity
places are available to all who are dfiedl by ability and
attainment to pursue them and who wish to do so. (HL1457§

All higher education providers wishing to charge higher
levels fees must have an access and participation planLord Parkinson of Whitley Bay: There are no current
agreed by the Office for Students (OfS), the regulator foiPlans to assess the annual cost of removingreste
higher educationThese plans set out how they will Payments from the student loans of health or social care
support students from disadvantaged backgrounds nforkers.
underrepresented groups, including students from ethpic The student loans system is designed to protect
minority backgrounds, to access, participate, and sucgedgbrrowers, including those who are employed in health
in higher education and to progress from it. and social care. Repayments are made based on a

On 11 Mach the OfS published the access andPor rower 6s mont hl yot therintenest e k | y
participation data dashboard, which is used to identifyrateé or amount borrowed. Only those who earn above the
gaps in access, continuation, attainment, and progressidgPayment threshold are required to make repayments.
at English providers delivering undergraduate provisipnThe repayment threshold is £27,295 per year from April
by different student characteristics. This is ke here; | 2021, or its monthly or weekly equivalent. Any
https://www.officefastudents.org.uk/datand outstanding debt, includinigterest accrued, is written off
analysis/accesandparticipationdatadashboard/ after 30 years with no detriment to the borrower.

A breakdown of attainment rates by ethnicity, The vast majority of students who do not fully pay back
comparing 2015/16 and 2019/20, is below. (Degreetheir loans (an estimated 75% of Plan 2 loans given out in
attainment in the 2019/20 academic year may have beeff€ 2019/20 academic year) would see no reduction in
affected by the pandemic as myaproviders adopted nro| their lifetime repayments, because this part of their
detriment po”cies for their Students_) borrOWing is already written  off: httpS://eXplore

[}

educationstatistics.service.gov.uk/firstatistics/student
loanforecastdor-england/20120.

Our incomebased repayment system means that those
who benefitthe most from their education repay their fair

Students achieving a first or uppsecond class degree by ethnicity
English higher education providers

Academic years 2015/16 and 2019/20

Efgﬁfv?ﬁzgae share. The repayment system also helps to ensure that
uppepggscto%rd costs are split fairly between borrowers and the taxpayer.
class degree In total, the government subsidises around 50% of the
Ethnicity 2015/16  2016/17  2017/18  2018/19  2019/20 Qvera” COSF of h'Qher education, mak'@ conscious
_ investment in the skills and people of this country.
Asian 67.90% 70.60% 71.90% 71.40% 78.80%
Black 5520%  57.30%  58.90%  60.10%  68.20% Asked by ord Mendelsohn
Mixed 7340% - T530% - 7800%  77.40%  83.00% To ask Her Majesty's Government what is their
Other 66.40%  68.10%  68.80%  67.90%  76.60% estimate of the value of student loan debt for each of the
White 79.90% 81.10% 82.00% 82.20% 86.60% past five yeargHL14581
All ethnicities 75.80% 77.30% 78.30% 78.20% 83.40% Lord Parkinson of Wh|t|ey Bay: It is not possib|e to
Source: Office provide the complete information neested within the
for Students body of the answer as this would exceed the word limit
Participation for responses. Please see the below links to the relevant

Dashboard

reports. A copy of these reports will also be deposited in
The OfS has set itself and the higher education seg¢tahe Libraries of both Houses.
targets to addressngstanding inequalities, including 0 The valuation of the loan book issted in the annual
eliminate the gap in degree outcomes between white gngbports on  GOV.UK, at the following link:
black students. https:/Avww.gov.uk/government/collectidée-annual
Prior attainment is a key determinant of participation|inreports The note on | oans wunder
higher education. This is why we are asking universitlessection lists both the carrying and face value of the loan
to take on a more direct rol@ raising attainment in| book.
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For the 20120 annual accounts, the details for th
carrying value are on page 195 and the details for the f{
value of the Iloan book are on page 2073
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/up
ds/system/uploads/attachment_dal@/8i32898/DfE_cons
olidated_annual_report_and_accounts_2019 to 2020 |
eb_version_.pdf

For the 201819 annual accounts, the details for th
carrying value are on page 159 and the details for the f{
value of the loan book are on page 16
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/up
ds/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/906353/DfE_C|
solidated_annual_report_2018 web.pdf

For the 201718 annual accounts, the details for th
carrying value are on page 147 and the details for the f{
value of the Iloan book are on page 14
https://assets.pukhing.service.gov.uk/government/uplo
ds/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/728074/DfE_a
ual_reports_and_accounts_17_to -18VEB.pdf

For the 2016L7 annual accounts, the details for th

carrying value are on page 154 and the details for the face
155:

value d the loan book are on page
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/up
ds/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/630523/DfE_C|
solidated_anual_report_and_accounts_ 26016
17_WEB.pdf

For the 2015l6 annual accounts, the details for tH
carrying value are on page 177 and the details for the f
value of the loan book are on page 17
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/up
ds/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/537425/bis
annualreportaccounts201516-web.pdf

Asked by ord Mendelsohn

To ask Her Majesty's Government what amount
student debt has been solceimch of the past five yearg
and at what valug¢HL 14582

Lord Parkinson of Whitley Bay: The government has
carried out 2 sales of student loans in the past 5 years.
first sale, completed in December 2017, achieved £
billion from a cohort of loans with a face value of £3
billion. The second sale, cgieted in December 2018

achieved £1.9 billion from a cohort of loans with a face

value of £3.9 billion.
Asked byord Mendelsohn

To ask Her Majesty's Government what is the wr
off value of the sale of student loan debt in each of
last five yearsHL14583

Lord Parkinson of Whitley Bay: A total of £8.1
million has been written off from the sold loan cohorts
the financial years 2016/17 to 2020/21.

Asked byt ord Mendelsohn

To ask Her Majesty's Government what calculati
they use to decide the level of write off of student lo
debt.[HL14584
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e Lord Parkinson of Whitley Bay: The government

acgublishes its loa write-off rules, available here:

. https://www.gov.uk/repayingour-studentloan/when

ogyour-studentloan-getswritten-off-or-cancelled We
estimate the proportion of loan outlay issued in each

| Vfinancial year that we do not expect to be repaid through a

metric called the Resource Amiidgeting (RAB) charge.

e The RAB charge is calculated by taking repayment
ac®recasts for income contingent repayment loans and
1: discounting them back to the period that the loan is issued
oausing the discount rate provided by HM Treasury
on(currently RPI+0.7%)This gives us a net present value

(NPV) of the future repayments and the charge is the
e relative difference between the loan issued and the NPV
acef the repayments. Further details of the RAB charge
g- calculation are provided in the annual student loan
, forecast publication methodology document, available
hnhere:
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploa
ds/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/920992/Student _|
oan_forecasts 201920.pdf

The RAB charge dsnate is determined by earnings

oaand repayment projections over the next480years, and

ontherefore is inherently uncertain. Forecasts for the RAB
charge are published each year, and are available here:
https://exploreeducationstatistics.service.gov.uk/fik

o statistics/studerdbanforecastgor-england/20120.

Asked byord Mendelsohn

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment
they have made of graduate earnings in their calculation
of the write off of student loan delptL14585

Lord Parkinson of Whitley Bay: T h e
assessment of the earnings of student loan borrowers
oftakes into account the latest Student Loan Company and
. Longitudinal Education Outcomes data, plus survey data
from the Labour Force Survey and British Household
Panel Survey, mortality tatistics from the Office for
Tl\éational Statistics and maceronomic forecasts of
1%zarnings growth from the Office for Budget
5‘ esponsibility. The assessment can be accessed here:
https://obr.uk/fsr/fiscabustainabilityreportjuly-2020/ in
the document 'July 2020 Fiscal sustainability report
"~ charts and tables: Chapter 2'. Detailed information on the
assessent of graduate earnings is published in the
Earnings forecasts section of the Student Loans
methodology, which can be found here:
tr?https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/studkran
eforecastsxengIan<a|2019to—202(2 in the document 'Student
loan forecasts, England 2019 to 2020: quality and
methodology informtion'. The next update to the student
in loan forecasts publication is announced for June 2021.

Asked by ord Mendelsohn

To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to the
bn UK's departure from the EU, what assessment they have
an made of the ability of (1) UK citens to work in the

EU, and (2) the earnings potential of graduates, in

e

[<1)

ace
B:
oa

depart men
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calculating the write off of student loan debt. teachers can adapt their school curricula for these
[HL14588 subjects.

Lord Parkinson of Whitley Bay: The Withdrawal
Agreement protects the rights of UK nationals who wg
lawfully resident in the EU before the end of the transiti
period, meaning thegan continue to live, work, study
and access benefits and services broadly as they
before the UK left the EU. Member states may requirg
visa and/or work permit from British citizens intending {
wor k or provide a ser ouldc
check with the embassy of the country where they plar
travel for work or to provide a service for what type
visa or permit, if any, they will need.

Regardless of the UKOG®s
assessment of the earnings of student loanotbens
continues to take into account the latest Student L
Company and Longitudinal Education Outcomes d
plus survey data from the Labour Force Survey
British Household Panel Survey, mortality statistics frg
the Office for National Statistics dnmacreeconomic
forecasts of earnings growth from the Office for Budg
Responsibility. The assessment can be accessed |
https://obr.uk/fsr/fiscabustainabilityreportjuly-2020/ in
the document 'July 2020 Fiscal sustainability report
charts and tables: Chapter 2'. Detailed information on
assessment of graduate earnings is published in
Earning forecasts section of the Student Loa
methodology,  which  can be  found herg
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/studeran
forecastsengland2019t0-202Q in the document 'Studen
loan forecasts, England 2019 to 2020: quality a
methodology information'. The next update to the stud
loan forecast publication is announced for June 2021.

Sustainable Development: Education
Asked by ord Taylor of Warwick

To ask Her Majesty's Government what plans th
have to provide environmental training to primary al
secondary school teachers to ensure theyequépped
to teach sustainable developmehRL. 14296

The department has made £48dlion available for
rethe Oak National Academy, both for the summer term of
bnthe 201920 academic year and for the 2620 academic

year, to provide teachers with video lessons in a broad
di@nge of subjects for Reception up to year 11. These
L Jessons and tlre accompanying resources include
o coverage of the environment, climate change and wider
e Sustajpability topics.g Foj gupplempentc their j toaghing,
tgchools have access to a variety of resources on the
hf teaching of science and geography.

depar tSMVWH“ingirE&th Q’rHLéOS EU, t
Asked by ord Storey

he

pan
ta, 10 ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment

nd they have made of the work of tBéack Swimming

m Association; and what steps they intend to take in
response to the finding by

et Survey, published in Oober 2020that (1) 95 per cent

hereOf Black adults, (2) 8@ercent of Black children, (3)

95 percent of Asian adults, and (4) g&r cent of Asian

Children, in England do not swintdL14475

the Baroness Barran: The Government supports the
thefforts of groups helping to promote diversity and
'Sinclusion in sport, includig the Black Swimming

F- Association who are working to address inequalities in
swimming participation levels. We are committed to these
efforts, and our sport and physical activity strategy
Nds Sporting Futured has diver

Pt In addiion, Sport England have recently launched a
new t en year strategy,

reinforcing their commitment to increasing diversity and
inclusion in grassroots sport and physical activity,
including swimming. They have invested £12.62 million
in Swim England to support and promote participation in
EYswimming, including support for people from ethnically
'd giverse backgrounds. We welcome the recent partnership
announcement between Swim England and the Black
Swimming Association, to further increasenmbers of

Baroness Berridge: The curriculum already includes

participation in aquatic activity.

great deal about environmental and sustainability issues.

From primary onwards, there is coverage
environmental matters in both the science and geogr
curricula. Under the key stage 2 nstatutory giidance

for citizenship, pupils are taught about the wider world

f
hy

Syria: Chemical Weapons
Asked by ord West of Spithead

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment

and the interdependence of communities within it. Pupils they have made of the statement by the Courage
are taught that resources can be allocated in diffefent Foundation on the investigation by the Organisation for
ways and that these economic choices affect individugls, the Rohibition of Chemical Weapons into the alleged

communities and theustainability of the environment.

As the national curriculum is a framework setting out

the content of what the department expects school

use of chemical weapons in Douma, Syria, publigred
11 March; and what steps they intend to take in
to responseHL1420Q

cover in each subject, teachers have the flexibility gnd | 5; g Anmad of Wimbledon: We welcome the

freedom to determine how they deliver the content in fhegrganisation for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons
way that best meets the needs of their pupils. They cafppcw) FactFinding Mission's thorough and evitzed
choose to cover particular topics in greater depth if t Yeport on the incident in Douma on 7 April 2018. The

wish and as knowledge of sustainability develops,kactrinding Mission concluded that a toxic chemical,

s h

S

S i

Aun
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likely chlorine, was used as a weapon. We hgveprevention of mortality and the maintenancets health
confidence in the report's methodology and conclusions. and social care systems. As the risk of mortality from

The DirectorGeneral of the OPCW has camfied that | Covid-19 increases with age, prioritisation is primarily
that the OPCW Technical Secretariat took all views gndPased on age.
evidence into account in reaching its conclusions. The For phase 1, this will capture all those over 50 years of
DirectorGeneral answered fully questions put to him jatage and all those 16 years of age and over who are
sessions of the United Nations Security Council |inclinically extremely vulnerable or have certain underlying

December 2020, May 2020 ahtvember 2019. health conditions. This captures almost all preventable
deaths fromCovid-19 and will include thousands of staff
Syria: Sanctions in the education, childcare
workforce.

Asked byBaroness Cox The JCVI has been asked byetBepartment for Health

To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to theand Social Care to give its advice on the optimal strategy
Written Answer by Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon on 12 to further reduce mortality, morbidity and hospitalisation
March (HL13797), wh et h el from Gowid-19 diseasecfor phase 2 af the vacdne rollou.

harmdé also applies to e¢ohed@Nl bavesadvisedtthatdhe secomdhphaSe af vaecine a n

what assessment they have made of the statement by tipgoritisation should continue to be based on age. They
UN Office of the High Commissioner on 7 August 2020 advise that an ageased approach remains the most
that sanctions ilar e br i|ndfectivegwaysal feduang ideath anc hospitalidadica frém' i
countries like SyrigHL14567 Covid-19 and will ensure more people are protected more

. . i : quickly. The second phase of the viaec rollout will
Lord_ Goldsmith of Rl_chmond Pa_rk. The UK remains begin from midApril and will aim to offer every adult
committed to supporting a political settlement to the

conflict in Syria n line with UNSCR 2254. Sanction aged 18 and over a first dose of the vaccine by 31 July

. - . I2021.
remain a key lever to press the regime to engage seriousfy
with the political process. We remain committed to the . -
principle of 'do no harm' with sanctions in Syria and sgek Teachers: Training
to minimise the impact of sanctions on ordinasyi&ns. Asked byt ord Storey
We carefully target specific individuals and entities who )
are part of a new wave of emerging elites that hqve 10O ask Her Majesty's Government (1) on what date
profited from the conflict. We do not sanction medicing, they established the Review Groimpo Initial Teacher
medical equipment and medical assistance. Items required Training, (2) what is the membership of the Review
to fight the Covid-19 paidemic are not subject to direqt  Group panel, and (3) how the Review Group plan to (a)
restrictions on export, supply, financing or use in Syria.| ~ take evidence, and (b) consult on its findings.

The Assad regime and its backers blame 'Western' (HL14663
sanctions for the failing economy in Syria. In reality, the Baroness Berridge: The department is making
regime has devastated its own economy throdglengland the best place in the world to become a great
cronyism, corruption and brutality and must be held {o teacher through giving evetgacher access to wortiass
account. training and professional development opportunities

The UK remains at the forefront of the humanitarianthroughout their career. Reforms to teacher training and
response to the crisis in Syria and the region, and Wil @ r 'y career support are key
continue to be so. We have now committed £3.7 billion|tolMProve school standards for all.
the Syria Crisis since 2012, ourdast ever response to o The review is focusing ro how the initial teacher

single humanitarian crisis training (ITT) sector can provide consistently higimality
training, in line with the Core Content Framework (CCF),
Teachers: Coronavirus in a more efficient and effective market. The review is led
) by lan Bauckham, chief executive officer (CEO) of @en
Asked byBaroness Hodgson of Abinger Schools Trust and Chair of Oak National Academy. The

To ask Her Majesty's Government whether teachgré€View was announced, along with the Chair and expert
are prioritsedo receivea Covid-19 vaccination | 9roup, on 2 January 2021.
regardless of age; and if not, what plans they have The expert group support the Chair with gathering
to prioritise teachers to receive such vaccinations.evidence and shaping recommendations. The department
[HL14312 has appointed the following individuals to provide a

. . . r ion of knowl nd expertise:
Baroness Berridge: The Joint Committee on crosssection of knowledge and expertise

Vaccination and Immunisation (JCVI) are the A Professor Samantha Twiselt

independenexperts who advise the government on which  Institute of Educatioii Sheffield Hallam University

I

vaccine/s the UK should use and provide advice onwho A Ri chard Gil |, Chair of the

should be offered them. The JCVI advises that the first CEO of the Arthur Terry Learning Partnership and
priorities for the Covid-19 vaccination should be th¢ Lead Ofsted inspector
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A Reuben Moor e, Execut i|v eBardhéss eBarao:r Goeefnmemr cegognéges m éhe
Development Teach First significant financial impac of Covid 19 on the
A John Blake, Head of P bPPriorgingaasts sgcloy and VRNYes, ?‘Edn”%j? AMptaNe rale
Ark. theatres play in their local communities. 14% of theatres

The expert group are reviewing the available evide
on ITT, which includes published research commission
by the department, as well as wider evidence from

in

the UK are directly operated by local authorities and

Cmany more are owned by and subsidised by local

edhuthorities. Tk Theatres Trust has provided details of six
[N&heatre buildings where the operator has either withdrawn

sector. Depgrtment anajysts, including social res_earcher_$r,om their operating contract or gone into liquidation,
are feeding into the review to ensure that the evidencg iRaving them without an operator since the start of the

interpreted accurately andill be used to inform any

pandemic. These theatres are not necigsatosed

recommendations. As we did with the CCF and Eaflypermanently as efforts are progressing to identify new

Career Framework, the review is considering internatio
evidence alongside evidence from UK ITT markets.

Initially, the review team are conducting early work

'@bperatorsThe Theatres Trust is aware of a small number
of further closures, with more details to be published in
o due course.

better understahthe issues and shape the direction of the The Government is investing an unprecedented £1.57

IT
nd

work. They have held discussions with
representatives includi
Education of Teachers and National Association

SchootBased Teacher Trainers at this initial stage, w
broader engagement planned from late spring.

Test and Trace Support Payment
Asked by ord Taylor of Warwick

To ask Her Majesty's Government what steps they
taking to ensure that all those eligible for a Test a
Trace support payment receive such suppdtt12979

Lord Bethell: Since the launch of the Teahd Trace

A

I billion, the biggest ever oneff cash injection into UK
clitire toUdcklev tRer chisis tfdci@gSodr nfos Uoved farts

oforganisations and heritage sites through the Culture

thRecovery Fund. In the first round of funding, 462 awards
were made to applicants whose main artfosmiét heatr e
with a value of over £183m. The number of awards to
commercial theatres was 79, with a value of over £26m.
This funding benefited a range of theatre organisations,
from world-renowned institutions to those crucial to their

local community.
are

The second round is in progress, and a further £300
illion of support was announced by HM Treasury at

Spring budget to continue to support key cultural
organisations, bridge the sector as audiences begin to

Support Payment scheme, the Government has taken return, and ensure a vibrant future for the culsgetor,
range of action to help ensure those eligible for theincluding theatres, as the nation recovers from the

scheme receive the support that it provides. This inclu
providing more than £70 million of funding to loca
authorities to meet the cosi§the scheme, with a furthe
£39 million released at the end of February 207

expanding the eligibility criteria to include individuals

notified to selfisolate by the NHE ovid-19 app because
they are a contact of someone who has tested posit
and ircreasing the window in which individuals can mal
a claim, by allowing applicants up to 28 days after th
first day of selfisolation.

The Test and Trace Support Payment scheme
continue into the summer
parents who arenable to work because they are carir
for a child who is seffsolating. The Government keep
all elements of itsCovid-19 response under review

including the Test and Trace Support Payment scheme|.

Theatres: Coronavirus

Asked byBaroness Eaton

To ask HerMajesty's Government what assessme
theatres that have permanently closed since Ma

2020; and the number of areas that have lost their g
performance venue since March 2020.14261

I
1;
ive;

e

g
ill

D

nt

rcI‘?I
nl

they have made of the number of regional and Io*ahere

Hepandemic.

Asked byBaroness Eaton

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment
they have made of the ability of councils to fund local
and regional theatres as a resulCofvid-19.[HL14262

Baroness Barran: The funding of local theatres

.rconsists of a complex ecosystem of funding streams, and
government funds remain active, so assessing the success
of these interventions is challenging at this stage.

In January, the Chancellor announced £4.6 billion in

So far, more than £1 billion has been allocated to

thousands of organisations including museums, music
venues, independent cinemas, circuses, heritage sites and
theatres. For reference, info on the local grants eligibility

(https:/iww.gov.uk/guidance/chedkyoure
igible-for-the-coronavirusadditionatrestrictionsgrant)

- a copy of the webpage is attached. In addition, over £10
¥>i|lion of support has also been provided through
unprecedented business rate holidays.

f

O |

8RSt o iup bran® for rBtail PripihiflyCathd Idistire C OV €1
9 pusinesses worth up to £9,000 per property to help
B businesses through to the Spring. This is in addition to
» £1.1 billion further discretionary grant funding for Local
Authorities, and Local Restriction Support Grants worth
up to £3,00G month.
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The Government is committed to supporting world-

leading cultural and entertainment sectors, demonstratedell as damage to cultural monuments and artefacts. Our
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reports from Tigray of attacks on places of worship as

through £300m additional funding made available in theEmbassy in Addis Ababa has been in contact with the

budget to support the Culture Recovery Fund, on top|
the £1.57bn provided in July.

The Answer includes the following attachmaterial:

Check if you're eligible for the coronavirus Addit [Check if you'rg
eligible for the coronavirus Additional Restrictions Grant
GOV.UK.pdf]

The material can be viewed online at:

http://lwww.parliament.uk/business/publications/writtgrestions
answersstatements/writtexquestion/Lords/20203-16/HL14262

Tigray: Crimes against Humanity
Asked byThe Lord Bishop of Coventry

ofJNESCO offices in Addis, and is mooitng matters

carefully. We are concerned by the growing weight of

cr

edible evidence of atrocities in Tigray, including

looting. The Minister for Africa has called for the

withdrawal

of Eritrean forces. We welcome the

announcement, on 26 March, of theitldrawal and call

fo

r this to be immediate and unconditional. We have

clearly set out the need for independent, international,
investigations into allegations of human right abuses and
violations. We have also stressed the need for Ethiopia to
safeguard & incredible diversity of faith and identity.
Respect for cultural heritage is part of this, alongside
freedom of expression and freedom of religion and belief.

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment

they have made of reports that the government
Ethiopia is removing evidence of human
atrocities in Tigray; and what steps yhare taking to

of
rights

Tigray: Refugees
Asked byThe Lord Bishop of Coventry

To ask Her Majesty's Government what asseent

enable international monitors access to investigate thesethey have made of reports that the Ethiopian army is

reported atrocitiegHL 14187

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: Since the conflict started
the UK has consistently called for
international investigations into atrocities reported
Tigray, and for the Government of Ethiopia to @mesfull
access for human rights organisations. We have made

independent,

preventing Tigrayan refugees from crossing the border
into Sudan[HL14186

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: We are aware of reports

in of refugees being unable to cross the border into Sudan.

We have raised the need to prioritise the protection of

thivilians with all parties to the conflict, and made clear

clear to the Government of Ethiopia. We note fieg,r expectation that the Governments adhere to their
statements by Ethiopia’'s Deputy Prime Minister at the WNypjigations under international humanitarian law.
Human Rights Council session, and from the Office of the

Prime Minister on 26 Febrma committing Ethiopia to

independent investigations into allegations of human ri ;h{1

abuses and violations.

Tigray: Cultural Heritage
Asked byThe Lord Bishop of Coventry

re

We continue to provide support to tackle the

umanitarian situation in Tigray and to the over 60,000

fugees that have fled the conflict into Sudanese refugee

camps.

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment

they have made of the statement bg thternational

Council on Monuments and Sites on 5 March that

Tigray's heritage is falling victim to fighting ang
"cultural cleansing'{HL14184

Asked byrhe Lord Bishop of Coventry

To ask Her Majesty's Government what

Trade Agreements
Asked by ord Browne of Belmont

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment
they have made of the UK’
departure from the EyHL14487

Lord Grimstone of Boscobel: HM Government is

committed to a tradeqticy that secures opportunities for
people in every corner of the country.

Scoping Assessments are published to provide a

representations they have made to the governments Qfreliminary assessment of the potential long run impacts

(1) Ethiopia, and (2) Eritrea, abotlte need (a) to take
immediate steps to prevent any further damage to
cultural sites of Tigray, (b) to safeguard and respect

objects are restored to their communitjed.14185

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: We are deeply
concerned by reports of \aions of international law

of

fo

new Free Trade Agreements in advance of

thﬁegotiations. We have already fished Scoping
1gid allssessments for agreements with the United States,
cultural property in Tigray, and (c) to ensure that lootedjanan, Australia and New Zealand. An impact assessment

r the United KingdomJapan Comprehensive Economic

Partnership Agreement (CEPA) the first major trade

deal

that the United Kingdom ak struck as an

and international human rights law from Tigray, and haveindependent trading natidnhas also been published.

raised our concerns with Ministers in the governments
both Ethiopia and Eritrea, making clear the overridi

of That Impact Assessment shows the United Kingdom
ngJapan CEPA could increase British Gross Domestic

need to protect civilians and adhere to international IawProduct (GDP) by £1.5 billion in the long run, compared

and international human rights law. We are concerned

byo trading under World Trade Ongigation (WTO) terms.

S

t
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Asked byBaroness Mcintosh of Pickering

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessm
they have made of provisions in recent -mler trade

agreements that grant trading surpluses to partner

countries rather than for UKexports; and what
assessment they have made of the benefits to date g
UK's departure from the EUHL1465]

Lord Grimstone of Boscobel: The United Kingdom
has sought to reproduce the effects of trading agreem
that previously applied, to ensure continuity for Britis
businesses. The Department has ighleld parliamentary
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Trapping

ent Asked byBaroness Bennett of Manor Gidle

To ask Her Majesty's Government what plans they
have to prevent the deaths of (1) birds, and (2) non
f thetarget species, in glue traps; and what consideration
they have given to a potential ban on the sale of such
traps[HL14428

bntsLord Goldsmith of Richmond Park: We are aware of
h the concerns around the usegdfie traps, including the
harm they can cause to captured animals and the capture

reports for all such partner countries containif of nontarget species including birds. We are engaging

explanations of any changes or significant differeng
between these bilateral agreements and the previous

trade agreements o
gov.uk/government/publications/continuttige-uks
traderelationshipwith-canadgparliamentaryreport

The United Kingdomds denq

opportunities for us to do things differently and bettg
HM Government has already acted in a nembf areas,
for exampl e, ¢
on migration and replacing the Common Agricultur
Policy. The United Kingdom can capitalise on ne
regulatory and policy freedoms, and the ability to fin
new ways to drive growth inteationally, enabling us to
deliver on the priorities of the British people.

Transport: Exhaust Emissions
Asked byThe Earl of Dundee

To ask Her Majesty's Government what metrics th
use to calculate the emissions from transport run on
hydrogen, (2) bimethane, (3) biogas, and (4
electricity, when allocating funding for transpo
infrastructure; anavhat plans they have to publish the
methodology[HL14387

Baroness Vere of Norbiton: In general, emissions

edvith key stakeholders and exploring options to address
gihese concerns.

This Government remains committed to high stadd
of animal welfare. We are in the process of developing a
range of important animal welfare and animehted
dNeasyyes &0 siyepgihan our ipesitiop gs apgvprid deadgring
yr this field. This includes delivering our manifesto
commitments to introduce new laws animal sentience,

establishing ©banglive £xgits, geptict thetimportg gf drgphies §9ms ¢ e iy

L1 endangered species and ban keeping primates as pets.

wW

d Travel: Concessions

Asked byBaroness Hodgson of Abinger

To ask Her Majesty's Government whether disabled
persons' (1) régards, and (2) bus passese only valid
for use after 9.30am; and if so, (a) why, and (b) what
assessment they have made of the impact of such time
ey restrictions on these of those pass&s commute to
1) work.[HL14313

Baroness Vere of Norbiton:Unlike most railcards, the
t disabled persons railcard can be dugeefore 09.30am,
I with no peak time restrictions on its use.

With regard to bus travel, the English National
Concessionary Travel Scheme offers concessionary pass

specifically from hydrogen, biomethane and biogas arenolders free bus travel from 09.30am on weekdays and all

not estimated when allocating funding for traos
infrastructure, as they account for a very small share
the energy used by transport. However, the blending
biofuels in petrol and diesel is accounted for mg
generally, including in the emission estimates presente
the Department for Transpot 6 s  T-BoGk, whiht is
used for transport appraisal. Where the use of these f
is important, for example funding to support their uptak
estimates of their g/CO2e are based on the latest scien
analysis and evidence, including emissions acrthe
well-to-wheel cycle wherever possible, as well as frg
indirect landuse.

There are no plans to publish further details
methodologies at this stage, but these will be sha
alongside policy proposals where appropriate, and in
event that theseere important to funding decisions.

Estimates of kg CO2e/kWH from electricity used
transport are based on emission factors published
BEI S, and presented in t

day at weekends and on Bank Holidayke times of the
otoncession were set out in the Transport Act 2000. This
ofllows pass holders to take advantage of the increased
reoperational capacity available after the morning peak
] itravel time.

Under the Concessionary Travel Act 2007, local
Lel§ thoritiesin England have the power to offer additional
€local concessions, such as extending the hours of the
tificoncession, and three quarters of authorities already do

so0. This policy area is kept under review.
m

Travel: Quarantine
Asked by ord Balfe

To ask Her Majegts Government, further to the
Written Answerby Baroness Vere of Norbitoon 8
n February (HL12760), what is the weekly number of
by tests able to be carried out by NHS Test and Trace;

bn
red
the

TAG databook.

Test to Release fonternational Travel scheme; and

h ewhaDis tha estimatednnumbdr ofrtestsTreqaired fprahet 6 s
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how testing as part of that scheme helps to "safegy
testing HLERACI tyo.

Lord Bethell: Since 15 February, NHS Test and Tra
has had the capacity to deliver around 750,0
polymerase chain reaction tests every day. According
Passenger Locator Form data, 61,193viddals opteein
to Test to Release during the week 15 to 21 Februs
Testing for Test to Release is delivered only by priva
testing providers that meet a specific set of minimd
standards, therefore the number of individuals that cho
to optin to Test to Release does not impact on NHS T
and Tracebs ability to dseg

Asked byt ord Balfe

To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to the

Written Answer by Baroness Vere of Norbiton on
February (HL12760), why NHS Test and Trace tests
fi n o eet the minimum standards required to lega
release a traveller from saffolation upon providing a
negative resulto; and o
lateral flow tests as part of the Test to Reled
International Travel schemigiL13354

Lord Bethell: NHS Test and Trace tests are not being

used for the T&t to Release scheme as this is an optio aliso continue to buil(fl Frust and_confidence. amongs

m non. - 0T
, andb&weelt Rullear WeaSo state

scheme for international
countries to allow them to shorten their isolation perid
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NHS Test and Trace testing is for people who hgve

symptoms ofCovid-19 or who are clinically adviseto

take aCovid-19 test. Testing for Test to Release must b
polymerase chain reaction test purchased from a priy
testing provider.

Asked byord Balfe

To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to ti
Written Answer by Baroness Vere of Norbiton on
February (HL12760)Mhat plans, if any, they have tq
make tests carried out by NHS Test and Trg
acceptable for the Test to Release for Internatio
Travel £heme; and what assessment they have mad
the ability of the private sector to provideovid-19
tests for that schemgiL13357

Lord Bethell: NHS Test and Trace testing is not beir]
used for the Test to Release scheme as this is an opt
scheme for international

countries toallow them to shorten their isolation period.

The private sector has successfully delivered tests for
scheme since its introduction on 15 December 2020.

Trident Missiles
Asked byBaroness Miller of Chilthorne Domer

To ask Her Majesty's Government whessessment
they have made of the impact of lifting the cap on t
number of Trident nuclear warheads the UK c
stockpile on nuclear neproliferation.[HL14329

ce

g

this

r v val
nieIEal Weap%n states
V'and nonnuclear weapon states.

onal

%t(gcl'ipflevv\ﬂh tReir obl(ga&i(ms uRd®r"article "6 eofdthe t

renewing elements of the UK's nuclear
capability is fully consistent with our international legal
obligations, including those under Article VI of the Treaty
on the NorProliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT). The

heUK remans committed to the stepy-step approach to

annuclear disarmament under the framework of the NPT,
and the longerm goal of a world without nuclear
weapons.

Written Answels

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: The fundamental

purpose of the UK's nuclear deterrent remains to deter
other states' use of nuclear weapons. Wrild never

multilateral disarmament and our shared kbeign goal
of a world without nuclear weapons.

Asked byBaroness Miller of Chilthorne Domer

To ak Her Majesty's Government what assessment
they have made of the impact of lifting the cap on the
nlﬁllmﬁb?r o{ 'é'riSQI%ntS rjuglear warheads the UK can
stockpile ‘on “negotiations at the next Review
Conference of the Parties to the Treaty on the-Non
Proliferation ofNuclear WeapongHL14331

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: The UK will continue to

davork for a successful NPT Review Conference that
ly continues to lay the groundwork and helps build the trust
and confidence necessary for multilateral disarmament, as
nwellvas strengtherang the ngnoltieeatjon amd meacefub | n g
seuses pillarsof the Treaty. We will continue to play a
leading
verification, on which our ability to achieve and maintain

role in developing nuclear disarmament

world without nuclear weapons will depend. We will

As coordinator of the P5 Process in 2019 and 2020, we

L pushed forward work on transparency, leading the way

atwith our consultation exercise on the UK's national
implementaibn report that has now been taken up by
others, and securing agreement to a presentation by the
nuclear weapon states of their national nuclear doctrines

he at the Review Conference. We look forward to continuing

g these discussions and picking up other imgurtissues
such as strategic risk reduction.

As we approach the NPT Review Conference, we will

hatontinue to demonstrate our commitment to all pillars of
e ofie NPT, including disarmament.

Asked byord Hylton

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment
they have made of the compatibility of lifting the cap

Saoencourage others to develop nuclear weapons in breach of
tct)heir NPT obligations. We remain committed to

i
S

st

on the.number of Trigent nuclear warheads, the UK carf -

Treaty on the NoiProliferation of Nuclear Weapons;
and what effect they expect this action have on
nuclear disarmamertiL14444

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: Maintaining and

deterrent
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Turing Scheme funding available can be found atwww.turing
. scheme.org.uk
Asked by-ord Bassam of Brighton For all students participating in the Turing Scheme, we
To ask Her Majesty's Government what estimate theyexpect tuition fees to be waived st institutions, as
have made of the number of students likely to make ysainder Erasmus+. This is a matter for individual
of the Turing scheme each year from its launch untilinstitutions to agree, and something that universities do as

2030.[HL14364 a matter of course when they form exchange partnerships
Asked byt ord Bassam of Brighton with international providers.
To ask Her Majesty's Government how the financjal ; .
aid available through the Turing scheme compareg to Type 26 Frigates: Procurement
that available through the Erasmus+ schehiiel4367 Asked byt ord West of Spithead
Lord Parkinson of Whitley Bay: The Turing Scheme To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to

will be backed by £110 million to support internationpl theremarks by Baroness Goldie on 23 March (HL Deb,
projects and activities during the 2021/22 academic year. col 811), what meetings they have heith the board of
This will provide funding for around 35,000 students jn BA Systems to discuss the Type 26 frigate programme.
universities, colleges, and schools to go on placements [HL14607

Err\;isrszgt:anges overseas, a similambear as under Baroness Goldie:Ministerial colleagues and Ministry
' of Defence officialshave regular meetings with BAE

This was set out in a one year Spending Review, but|thgystems board members on a range of matters, including
government has a clear aim to use this scheme as pgrt gfe Type 26 Frigate programme.

our longterm ambitions for a Global Britain. The benefils
of the exchanges will be assessed and used to build on the
scheme. Funding decisions for subsequent years willlpe UK Border Force: Northern Ireland

subject to future spending reviews. Asked by.ord Browne of Belmont
Grants available through the Turing Scheme are
comparable with Erasmus+ for the most part, but therg is
also new support available for disadvantaged students|and . . .
stucents Witﬁpspecial educational needsgand disabilities Northern lreland during theCovid-19 - pandemic.
which was not available through Erasmus+. All [HL14489
participating students will receive grants dependent |on Lord Greenhalgh: The safety and health of the public
their destination country to contribute towards their cgstand our staff in NI, as across the entirety of the UK is of
of living. The grant support available wrdthe Turing | the utmost importance and we are doing everything in our
Scheme is currently slightly higher than that underpower to stop the spread of this deadly disease.
Erasmus+. Under the Turing Scheme, we _wiII providg @ \ye havea robustCovid Safe System of Work in place
grant of £335£380 per month, plus a disadvantaged oeross all our ports. Lead by national guidance, which is

supplement of £110 per month. With Erasmus+, unfiefyzormed by the latest government guidelines in order to
current exchange rates, studentscereed a grant| sqyise and lead officers in ensuring their own and the
equivalent to £31%360, with a disadvantaged publicds safety t hThieindudes ut t

supplement of £100. Students can continue to apply |foforking closely with Public Health bodies in order to

student finance. make sure that all staff members are provided with

For schools and colleges, all participants will receiveprotective clothing and equipment. Supporting and
travel funding, whereas Erasmus+ only provided trayelshielding vulnerable staff members as well as ensuring
support to hgher education participants who travelled fo that every Border Force officeand workplace has
Partner Countries, which was around only 3% of UKi mpl ement ed the gCovillekeicue® dt
participants. With the Turing Scheme, we are introducingworkplace.
funding for travel costs for disadvantaged highler

To ask Her Majesty's Government what additional
support has been offerdd Border Force officers in

education students to all destinations. Additiona¥iyg UK Endorsement Board

are providing funding for visas, passports, and related

travel insurance for disadvantaged participants in |all Asked byBaroness Bowles of Berkhamsted
sectors.

To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to the

For participants with special educational needs gnd Written Answer byLord Henley on 26 April 2018
disabilities, the scheme will fund up to 100% of actyal (HL7046), whether they will require the UK
costs for support diregtirelated to their additional needs, Endorsement Board to publish terms of reference that
as Erasmus+ did, with the new addition of preparatgry are (1) not subject to legal professional privilege, (2)
visits for staff to carry out risk assessments and engure developed independently of (a) current, or (b) former,
their students will be able to access and take part in| all advisers to accounting firms which hasentributed to
elements of a placement equally. More infornation accountingstandardgHL 14556
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Asked byBaroness Bowles of Berkhamsted Ireland, within CP226 published in May 2020 and the

To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to th White Paper published in July 2020. .
Written Answer by Lord Henley on 26 April 201 The.UK Internal Mquet Apt 2020 implements these
(HL7046), whether they will publish terms of referenge cOmMmitments compatibly with the Northern Ireland
for the UK Endorsement Board that are (1) not subj Cfrotocol and in doing so protedt®rthern Ireland's place
to legal professional privilege, and (2) developgdin the UK Internal Market.
indepemnlently of (a) current, or (b) former, advisers {o In light of challenges in the first part of this year,
accounting firms which have contributed to accountingtemporary operational steps have been taken to minimise
standardgHL 14557 disruption, support the effective flow of goods and
provide a period for businesses to plparticularly in the
current circumstances of a global pandemic. We continue
"tp work very closely with businesses to look at any issues
at do need to be addressed, and to offer any support that

Lord Callanan: The Terms of Reference for the UK
Endorsement Board (UKEB) were set by my Rt. Hgn
Friend the Secretary of State and agreed by the UKEB
their inaugural meeting on 26 M. A copy has been i required
published on the UKEB®&s W e EEC% (please see attached) .

The Answer includes the following attached material: Asked by ord Empey
The Terms of Reference for the UKEB [UKHBaft-Termsof- To ask Her Majesty's Goverrent what assessment
ReferenceFeb2021.pdf] they have made of the level of consent granted by
representatives of the people of Northern Ireland for the
The material can be viewed online at: implementation of a regulatory border in the Irish Sea.
http://lwww.parliament.uk/business/publications/writtgrestions [HL14629

answersstatements/writtexquestion/Lords/20203-24/HL14556
Lord Frost: The Protocol is explicit that it rests on the

UK Internal Trade: Northern Ireland democratic consent of the people and elected
’ representative across Northern Ireland. All sides need to
Asked by ord Field of Birkenhead be sensitive to the social and political realities, including

. . . the reality that any arrangements involving Northern

To ask ng Majesty's Gpvernment what considerat CNreland depend on crosdmmunity confidence if they are
f[hey have_glven_to applying the freedom of goods ru ®So work successfully. We are listenirgarefully to the
K:o:?ﬁergr};ﬁgn};'?n@fiwl_:fﬁr;fl Market Act 2020 1o concerns of the people of Northern Ireland. Our actions

s 4 are aimed at restoring that confidence and we have urged

Lord Frost: The UK Government is unequivocal in its the EU to do the same.

commitment for unfettered access for Northern Ireland

goods moving to the rest of the UK market. The UK UK-EU Trade and Cooperation Agreement

Internal Market Act 2020 put in place significant and )

robust protections for this regamfor the longterm, Asked by ord Taylor of Warwick

pI’OthItIng CheCkS and ContrOIS on quallfy|ng Northe n To ask Her Majesty's Governmenhat assessment
Ireland goods moving to Great Britain, and enabling thg¢se they have made of the impact of the UK Trade
gOOdS to be placed on the GB mal’ket W|th0ut addItIO ']al Cooperation Agreement on the amount of revenue

requirements. raised by UK manufacturers; and what steps they are
We have always recognised that there are sgme takingin response any such impg¢il14239

additional processes on go_ods moving from Grea_t Britain Lord Callanan: The impacts on the UK economy of
to Northern Ireland. In line with our pragmatic and

roportionate approach. we have. and will continue the Trade and Coperation Agreement and our global
prop ppr ’ N ' trade deals will not be fully understood until the new
give these effects in a way which takes full account of fall

o ; . L ) processes and procedures are fully embedded. We have
g%lgggfzr?nwdhiiﬁ(lzi(/e;sogh;nﬁl&gﬁﬁ:gézer;gecnve flow secured a Trade Deal that we believe will sustain the

success of the UK manufacturing sector with 100% tariff
Asked byt ord Browne of Belmont liberalisation, and modern and appropeiatiles of origin.

his includes Produespecific Rules of Origin tailored to

e needs of UK businesses in manufacturing sectors such
s automotive, aluminium, chemicals, machinery and
food and drink.

—+
O

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessme
they have made of their policy of "seamless trade acrpsg
the UK's Internal Market" as stated in tRelicy Paper
by the Business SecretddK internal market,

ublishedin July 2020 (CP 278), as it relates to .
Eorthem |re|an3£H|_1448é ) UN Climate Conference 2021

Lord Callanan: The Government has consistently Asked by ord Brooke of Aherthorpe

stated its commitment to the preservation of seamless To ask Her Majesty's Government what discussions

trade across the whole of thd) havdRal bre vitirdyi PO R So JOPZ6E I 1 ¢
market, includingbetween Great Britain and Northerp 414253
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Lord Goldsmith of Richmond Park: All parties of the Chinese researchers over the last two decades risks the
UNFCCC are entitled to attend a COP. We are not inh a autonomy of UK uiversities[HL14362
position to confirm at this stage the attendance of spegific
leaders, but as the Holy Siesea UNFCCC observer state, . . |
considers advice and analysis from a range of sources,

His Holiness The Pope will receive an invitation. ; . ; i ] ;
. . i including universities and think tanks, and is grateful for
It is at the discretion of each party as to what level|ofthe scholarship which my Noble Friend the Rt. Hon. the

Lord Callanan: He r Ma | e grtmend caref@lp v e

representation they send. Lord Johnson of Marylebone has provided in this report.
_ _ We will continue to support the sector to make informed
Unitary Councils: Devon decisions when engaging in international research and

other collaboration.

o Universities are welaware of the possible risks
To ask Her Majesty's Government athplans they | associated with dependence on a single source of funding,

have, if any, to establish a unitary local authority fnhether that is from single organisation or from a single

Devon.[HL14643 nation. A diverse recruitment base is key to avoiding this.

Lord Greenhalgh: The Government is clear that any The€ Government ds I nternationae
reform of an areads | ocal| "®FY YRdgte,makenclear that theyigtgrnatiopalisatignof j v
achieved through locakied proposals put forward by ©Ouf higher education sector cannot come at ewst i
those who best know the area, the very essence ¢iniversities must ensure they have appropriate processes

localism to which the Government remains committdd.in Place to manage risk.

Asked by ord Kennedy of Southwark

<

The Government will not impose tafpwn Government Asked bytord Alton of Liverpool
solutions for restructuring and will continue to follow )
locally-led approach for unitarisation. To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment

they have made of the conclusion in the report by
; e ; King's College London and the HardarKennedy
Universities: China School The China question: managing risks and
Asked by ord Alton of Liverpool maximising benefits from partnership in higher
i education and research, published on 9 March, that "the
UKd s dependence on a neot o
power for the financial health and research outgtits

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessmen
they have made of the conclusion in the report o
King's College London ar_1d .the Haryard Kennedly universities is now regarded as a particular point of
School The China question: managing risks d S n

T . A . vulnerability".[HL14365
maximising benefits from partnership in higher
education and resedrcpublished on 9 March, that th Lord Callanan: Universities are well aware of the
UK has ipoorly under st|omossible risks sidscaxiated With depewdeneea aniansigle
collaboration between UK universities and Ching.source of funding, whether that is from a single
[HL14367] organisation or from a single nation. A diverse
recruitment base is d¢y to avoiding this. The
overnmentds I nternational Ed
pdate make clear that the internationalisation of our
higher education sector cannot come at any dost

Lord Callanan: International collaborations are central
to our position as a science superpower and create w aIEJ
and jobs within the UK. We cooperate closely with

universties, fur_1d|ng bodies and industry in protecting opr universities must ensure they have appropriate processes
higher education and research sector from interferer
n plac? tomanrilge

Thi s includes ubl i shin rus ecﬁsk.G%vgrnmenth%srecentlyissud
commissioning Universities UK to rglease com rehens?/ uiddnee t e “Jfice fof §t§d&1{s’ rgq%estin% th y
9 P onitor the financial sustainability of institutions and

guidelines 1o encourage secure partnershrp!} promote continue to support the sector to recruit sustainably.
our values. We are pleased to see the university sector

addressing these challenges and we will continue to work
with the sector on implementing the guidelines,

(@]
—(D

USA: Belfast Agreement

promoting best practice, and responding to specfic Asked byBaroness Hoey
enquiries. We also share exmrce and best practice with ]
our friends and allies overseas. To ask Her Majesty’'s Government what steps they are
_ taking to establish a common understanding of the
Asked bytord Alton of Liverpool provisions of the Belfast Agreemenith the

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessmlent 9overnment of the United Statgll 14277

they have made of the conclusion in the report by viscount Younger of Leckie: The Prime Minister and
King's College London and the Harvard Kennedly secretary of State for Northern Ireland are grateful for the
School The China uwpstion: managing risks andl deep inteest in Northern Ireland shown by President

maximising benefits from partnership in higher Bjden and the new United States Government. The
education and research, published on 9 March, thalag t+ e a df a st US support for t he
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