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Written Statements 
Tuesday, 4 December 2018 

Automatic Enrolment Annual Earnings 

Trigger and Qualifying Earnings Band 

Review 

[HLWS1106] 

Baroness Buscombe: My honourable Friend the 

Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for Pensions & 

Financial Inclusion (Guy Opperman MP) has made the 

following Written Statement. 

Automatic enrolment into a workplace pension has been 

a great success to date with over 9.9 million people 

having been automatically enrolled and all employers 

now having to comply with their Automatic Enrolment 

duties following the completion of the staged rollout of 

the duties in March this year. More than 1.4 million 

employers have met their duties and overall annual 

pension saving for eligible employees has increased by 

£11.7 billion since 2012. The second phased increase in 

the minimum contribution rates to 8 per cent will happen 

in April 2019. 

The main focus of this year’s annual review of the 

automatic enrolment thresholds is to ensure the stability 

of the policy during the contribution increase next April. 

We also want to ensure that our approach continues to 

enable individuals, for whom it makes economic sense, to 

save towards their pensions whilst also ensuring 

affordability for employers and government. The review 

has concluded that the earnings trigger will remain at 

£10,000 and both the lower and upper earnings limits will 

continue to be aligned to the National Insurance 

contribution thresholds. 

I intend to lay an Order before Parliament in the New 

Year which will include the following, for 2019/20: 

• £50,000 for the upper limit of the qualifying earnings 

band. 

• £6,136 for the lower limit of the qualifying earnings 

band. 

• The Automatic Enrolment earnings trigger will be 

maintained at £10,000. 

I will place a copy of the analysis supporting the 

proposed revised thresholds in the 

House library and a copy is attached. These papers will 

be available later today on www.gov.uk website. 

The Statement includes the following attached material: 

AE Earnings Trigger & Qualifying Earnings Band [AE Earnings 

Trigger and Qualifying Earnings Band 2019 Review 04.12.18.pdf] 

The material can be viewed online at: 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-

answers-statements/written-statement/Lords/2018-12-04/HLWS1106/ 

 

Disability Inclusion 

[HLWS1110] 

Lord Bates: My Rt Hon Friend, the Secretary of State 

for International Development, has today made the 

following statement: 

For too long, disability has been a neglected issue in 

international development. An estimated one billion 

people globally have some form of disability. Disabled 

people are poorer than their non-disabled peers in terms 

of access to education, healthcare, employment, social 

support and civic involvement. They are at higher risk of 

violence and subject to widespread stigma and 

discrimination. The world will not achieve the Sustainable 

Development Goals and its commitment to leave no one 

behind without a sustained and concerted effort on 

disability inclusion. 

That is why in July this year we hosted a Global 

Disability Summit with the Government of Kenya and the 

International Disability Alliance. The Summit focused 

global attention on disability inclusion, and brought 

together more than 1000 delegates from governments, 

donors, private sector organisations, charities and disabled 

people’s organisations. The Summit mobilised 

commitments from more than 170 organisations and more 

than 320 governments and organisations signed the 

Summit’s Charter for Change’. To ensure long-lasting 

impact of these commitments, my Department is working 

with partners on a robust monitoring process. 

To support this ambition to make disability inclusion a 

reality in developing countries, I will ensure we place 

disability inclusion at the heart of everything DFID does. 

Our vision is for a world where all disabled people are 

engaged, empowered and able to exercise and enjoy rights 

on an equal basis with others, contributing to poverty 

reduction. 

On International Day for Persons with Disabilities, I 

launched DFID’s first disability inclusion strategy. We 

will increase access to inclusive education, improve social 

protection, empower people to find work and step up in 

humanitarian contexts. We will support disabled girls and 

women, tackle stigma and discrimination and harness the 

power of technology. We will also step up on mental 

health. The strategy will include stretching targets for all 

DFID business units to deliver, including a focus on 

regular and meaningful engagement of disabled people in 

our work. 

DFID’s global leadership on disability inclusion is in 

the national interest in demonstrating UK values of 

fairness and inclusion, in supporting the most 

disadvantaged and in sharing UK expertise and practice. I 

want the UK to be a trailblazer at home and abroad. To do 

that we need our political offices to be inclusive and 

better reflect our society. That is why I am delighted to 

launch the EnAble Fund for Elected Office – a £250,000 

commitment to help cover disability-related expenses 

people might face when seeking elected office. Further 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-statement/Lords/2018-12-04/HLWS1106/
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information is available via this link: 

https://www.disabilityrightsuk.org/enablefund. 

A copy of the strategy has been published on GOV.UK 

and will be placed in the Library of the House for the 

availability of Members (including an ‘Easy Read’ 

version designed for people with learning disabilities). 

ECOFIN: 4 December 2018 

[HLWS1105] 

Lord Bates: My right honourable friend the Chancellor 

of the Exchequer (Philip Hammond) has today made the 

following Written Ministerial Statement. 

A meeting of the Economic and Financial Affairs 

Council (ECOFIN) will be held in Brussels on 04 

December 2018. The Council will discuss the following: 

Early Morning Session 

The Eurogroup President will brief the Council on the 

outcomes of the 03 December meeting of the Eurogroup, 

and the European Commission will provide an update on 

the current economic situation in the EU. Following this, 

the Commission will present its forthcoming 

communication on the international role of the euro, and 

the Council will exchange views on the European 

Investment Bank as a follow up to September informal 

ECOFIN in Vienna. 

Digital Services Tax  

The Council will be invited to agree a General 

Approach on the Digital Services Tax Directive. 

Strengthening of the Banking Union 

The Council will be invited to endorse the results of the 

trilogue with regards to the banking package. The 

Austrian Presidency will then present a progress report on 

the European Deposit Insurance Scheme. 

Current Financial Services Legislative Proposals 

The Austrian Presidency will provide an update on 

current legislative proposals in the field of financial 

services. 

European Semester 2019 

The Commission will present the Annual Growth 

Survey 2019, the Alert Mechanism Report 2019 and their 

Recommendation on the economic policy of the euro 

area, followed by an exchange of views. 

Non-Performing Loans 

The Commission will present the third progress report 

on implementation of the non-performing loans action 

plan, followed by an exchange of views. 

Education, Youth, Culture and Sport Council 

[HLWS1111] 

Lord Ashton of Hyde: My Hon Friend the 

Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for Sport and 

Civil Society, Mims Davies has made the following 

Statement: 

The Education, Youth, Culture and Sport (EYCS) 

Council took place in Brussels on 26 and 27 November 

2018.   The UK’s Deputy Permanent Representative to the 

EU represented the UK for the Youth session on the 26 

November and Culture & Audiovisual and Sports sessions 

on the 27 November. 

Youth 

This session of the Council began with the partial 

general approach on the regulation on the European 

Solidarity Corps 2021-2027, which the UK was content to 

support. This Council then adopted a resolution on the 

European Union Youth Strategy 2019-2027, as well as 

conclusions on youth work in the context of migration 

and refugee matters. 

A policy debate was then held on the European Union 

Youth Strategy 2019-2027: from vision to 

implementation. 

Culture/Audiovisual 

This meeting began with a progress report on the 

regulation on Creative Europe 2021-2027. 

The meeting then adopted conclusions on the Work 

Plan for Culture 2019-2022. In addition the meeting 

adopted conclusions on the strengthening of European 

content in the digital economy. 

There was also a policy debate on countering the spread 

of disinformation online, looking at the challenges for the 

media ecosystem. 

Information was provided from the German delegation 

on dealing with items from colonial contexts in European 

collections. In addition, information was also provided 

from the Danish delegation on problems concerning 

protection and transnational resale of tickets to cultural 

and sports events. 

Sport 

The sport session of EYCS began with a policy debate 

on major sporting events as drivers of innovation. This 

was then followed by the adoption of Council conclusions 

on the economic dimension of sport and its socio-

economic benefits. 

The EU Member States represented in the World Anti-

Doping Agency Foundation Board presented information 

on the Foundation Board meeting on 14-15 November. 

Other 

The Romanian delegation set out their work 

programmes as the incoming Presidency, for the first half 

of 2019. They highlighted a number of priorities for the 

Presidency. These priorities included improving the cross-

border circulation of European cinema works, continuing 

efforts on disinformation through media literacy and 

quality journalism, and improving access to organised 

sport for people with disabilities. 

 

https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.disabilityrightsuk.org%2Fenablefund&amp;data=02%7C01%7CK-Fleming%40dfid.gsx.gov.uk%7Ca83811582c854972abef08d6560dbe3a%7Ccdf709af1a184c74bd936d14a64d73b3%7C0%7C0%7C636791014374268948&amp;sdata=37EH5RdTTrxNwH%2FtZDEscPNn3b8hnd3a%2FWPNttcRRqk%3D&amp;reserved=0
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Employment, Social Policy, Health and 

Consumer Affairs Council: 6 December 2018 

[HLWS1107] 

Baroness Buscombe: My honourable Friend the 

Minister of State for Employment (Alok Sharma MP) has 

made the following Written Statement. 

The Employment, Social Policy, Health and Consumer 

Affairs Council will take place on 6th December 2018 in 

Brussels. I will represent the UK. 

The Council will be invited to agree a General 

Approach on a Regulation establishing a European 

Labour Agency and on a third batch of amendments to the 

worker protection Directive on carcinogens and mutagens 

(2004/37/EC). 

The Council will receive reports on progress in 

negotiations regarding a Regulation on the European 

Globalisation Adjustment Fund (EGF) and a proposal 

from 2008 for a Directive on Equal Treatment. 

The Council is also expected to reach Political 

Agreement on a Recommendation on access to social 

protection for workers and self-employed, and to Adopt a 

set of Conclusions on gender equality, youth and 

digitalisation. 

The Council will hold a policy debate on an issue 

related to the European Semester. It will also receive a 

presentation from the Commission on its 2019 “Autumn 

Package” of Annual Growth Survey, Alert Mechanism 

Report, draft Joint Employment Report, and draft 

Recommendation on the economic policy of the euro 

area. The Council will also approve a contribution on that 

Recommendation made jointly by the Employment 

Committee (EMCO) and the Social Protection Committee 

(SPC); endorse their joint messages on aspects of 

digitalisation and robotisation; and endorse EMCO’s key 

messages on the latest biennial assessment of Member 

States’ progress tackling long-term unemployment. 

Under any other business, the Commission will present 

information on its activities, as well as the Tripartite 

Social Summit which took place on 16th October 2018. 

The Presidency will provide information on current 

legislative proposals, the joint declaration on Gender 

Equality and Presidency events on (i) Digitalisation of 

work; (ii) Fight against occupational cancer; and (iii) 

Gender equality. The Maltese delegation will present a 

non-paper on future of the LGBTI list of actions and the 

Romanian delegation will provide information on their 

work programme for their upcoming Presidency. 

Government Asset Sale Update 

[HLWS1108] 

Viscount Younger of Leckie: My right honourable 

friend the Secretary of State for Education (Damian 

Hinds) has made the following Written Ministerial 

Statement. 

I am pleased to inform Parliament that the Government 

has today completed its sale of part of the older, pre-2012, 

English student loan book achieving a value of £1.9bn. 

Government has been clear in its commitment that the 

position of all borrowers, including those whose loans 

have been sold, will not change as a result of the sale. 

This sale does not and cannot in any way alter the 

mechanisms and terms of repayment: sold loans will 

continue to be serviced by Her Majesty’s Revenue and 

Customs (HMRC) and the Student Loans Company 

(SLC) on the same basis as equivalent unsold loans. 

Purchasers have no right to change any of the current loan 

arrangements or to contact borrowers directly. The sale 

does not change the Government’s current approach to 

higher education or student finance. 

The Student Loans Company will be writing to 

borrowers whose loans have been sold within 3 months to 

notify them of the sale. No action will be required from 

borrowers. Government has no plans to change, or to 

consider changing, the terms of pre-2012 loans. I also 

want to be clear that these older loans, whose borrowers 

benefited from lower tuition fees as well as lower interest 

rates, are not in scope of the current review of post-18 

education and funding. 

This sale is good for the taxpayer. It releases money 

that is tied up and serving no policy purpose, to invest in 

other policy priorities now, whilst keeping within the 

spending limits we need to strengthen public finances. 

The sold loans have already been in repayment for over 

nine years, and therefore a portion of the original value 

has already been paid back to Government. The 

Government does not expect all of the remaining loans to 

be paid off in full and the sale guarantees money upfront 

today rather than waiting for fluctuating and uncertain 

payments over a long period of time. This sale also 

transfers risk to the private sector. Repayment income 

from student loans fluctuates with economic performance, 

as do tax receipts and managed expenditure like benefits. 

Selling the loans reduces the Government’s exposure to 

this fluctuation. The Government is committed to 

reducing public sector net debt in order to enhance the 

UK’s economic resilience, improve fiscal sustainability 

and lessen the debt interest burden on future generations. 

This sale makes a significant contribution to that 

objective. 

Government does not sell at any price. Throughout the 

process, Government’s decision on whether to proceed 

remained subject to market conditions and a final value 

for money assessment. This looked at whether we were 

selling to an efficient market, that can price the asset 

efficiently, and at a price that was worth more to 

Government than retaining the loans. The Government’s 

retention value takes into account predicted repayments, 

the effect of inflation, the riskiness of the asset and the 

opportunity cost of having money tied up in the asset. 

I can confirm that the price offered in aggregate across 

the book was above the Government’s retention value 

range. I will shortly be laying before Parliament a report 

on the sale in accordance with Section 4 of the Sale of 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-statement/Lords/2018-12-04/HLWS1107/
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Student Loans Act 2008. This will provide more detail on 

the sale arrangements, and the extent to which they give 

good value as well as covering the sale’s different fiscal 

impacts. 

GTR: May Timetable Disruption 

[HLWS1103] 

Baroness Sugg: My Right Honourable friend, the 

Secretary of State for Transport (Chris Grayling), has 

made the following Ministerial Statement. 

I wish to inform the House that the Department for 

Transport has completed its analysis of the events 

surrounding this year’s May timetable introduction on the 

GTR network. In line with Professor Stephen Glaister’s 

interim report, it has concluded that the disruption on this 

network was caused by a series of mistakes and complex 

issues across the rail industry. 

I can announce today that the Government is holding 

GTR to account for their role in the unacceptable 

performance following the introduction of the May 

timetable. GTR will make no profit from its franchise in 

this financial year and looking ahead, we have also 

capped the amount of profit that the operator is able to 

make for the remainder of its franchise, which is due to 

expire in September 2021. 

Furthermore, GTR will be contributing £15m towards 

tangible improvements for passengers. This is in addition 

to the £15m the operator has already contributed towards 

compensation for passengers since the May timetable 

disruption. GTR has agreed to work with the rail user 

groups representing passengers of Thameslink, Southern 

and Great Northern, who will determine what 

improvements this package will fund. 

The Department has concluded that a termination of the 

franchise would cause further and undue disruption for 

passengers and is not an appropriate course of action. 

Performance after the May timetable change was 

unacceptable. This action announced today holds GTR to 

account appropriately and will benefit passengers. The 

Department will continue to monitor closely the 

performance of GTR, particularly during the upcoming 

December timetable change. These measures do not make 

GTR immune from further sanctions in the event of any 

subsequent failure to perform. 

Joint Committee on the Draft Health Service 

Safety Investigations Bill Pre-legislative 

Scrutiny Report: Government Response 

[HLWS1104] 

Lord O'Shaughnessy: My hon. Friend the Minister of 

State for Care (Caroline Dinenage) has made the 

following written statement: 

The Government is, today, publishing its response to 

the report of the Joint Committee on the Draft Health 

Service Safety Investigations Bill which conducted pre-

legislative scrutiny on the Bill. The Committee’s report 

was published in August 2018. 

We published the draft Bill in September 2017 which 

set out legislative provisions to establish a new 

independent body to investigate healthcare safety 

incidents in the NHS in England. 

I would like to thank the Chair and the Members of the 

Committee for their report and commitment to improve 

this legislation. I would also like to thank all the 

contributors to the scrutiny process and all those who over 

the past three years have helped to shape and inform the 

development of the Healthcare Safety Investigation 

Branch and the Bill. I believe this scrutiny process has 

made a significant contribution to how we should move 

forward in improving safety and safety investigations in 

the NHS and the way we learn from incidents when things 

go wrong. 

A copy of the report will be laid before both Houses. 

Telecoms Council 

[HLWS1109] 

Lord Ashton of Hyde: My Hon Friend the Minister of 

State for Digital and Creative Industries, Margot James, 

has made the following Statement. 

The Telecommunications formation of the Transport, 

Telecommunications and Energy Council will take place 

in Brussels on 4 December 2018. The Deputy Permanent 

Representative to the EU, Katrina Williams, will 

represent the UK. 

The Council will begin with the Austrian Presidency 

seeking to secure a partial General Approach on the 

Digital Europe programme. A progress report and policy 

debate will then take place on the European Cybersecurity 

Industrial, Technology and Research Competence Centre 

and the Network of National Coordination Centres 

proposal. Following this, a progress report and exchange 

of views will take place on the ePrivacy Regulation 

Afterwards, the discussion of AOB items will follow, 

including the adoption of the European Electronic 

Communications Code (EECC) and Body of European 

Regulators of Electronic Communications (BEREC) 

proposals. Information from the Austrian Presidency will 

be given on the progress of current legislative proposals, 

namely: the recast Public Sector Information Directive; 

the .eu Top Level Domain Regulation; and the 

Cybersecurity Act. The Austrian Presidency will also 

provide an update on the state of play of the Digital 

Single Market. The Council will end with a presentation 

from the incoming Romanian presidency on their work 

programme for the first half of 2019. 
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Written Answers 
Tuesday, 4 December 2018 

Arms Trade: Israel 

Asked by Baroness Tonge 

To ask Her Majesty's Government how many times 

the Export Control Act 2002 has been breached when 

arms have been sold to Israel in the last two years. 

[HL11634] 

Lord Bates: HMRC has not prosecuted any cases 

involving the illegal export of military goods from the UK 

to Israel in the last 2 years (2016/2017). 

DIT have published statistics covering the same period 

which show that in 2016 they issued 245 export licences 

for controlled goods to Israel. The goods covered by those 

licences were worth £128m. In 2017 DIT issued 234 

export licences for controlled goods to Israel. The goods 

covered by those licences were worth £274m. 

Bangladesh: Elections 

Asked by Lord Hussain 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what 

representations they are making to the government of 

Bangladesh to ensure that the forthcoming general 

election in that country is held in conditions which are 

free, fair, and without violence. [HL11616] 

Asked by Lord Hussain 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment 

they have made of the likelihood of the forthcoming 

general election in Bangladesh involving a broad range 

of political parties. [HL11617] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: The British Government 

has been clear and consistent that we wish to see a free, 

fair, pluralistic and non-violent election in Bangladesh on 

30 December. We have repeatedly encouraged the 

Government of Bangladesh and opposition parties to 

engage in an effective dialogue to this end. I am pleased 

that the opposition group, the Jatiya Oikya Front, 

including the Bangladesh Nationalist Party, have said they 

would take part in the election. 

Through our High Commission in Dhaka we have been 

clear that the Election Commission should be allowed to 

continue its important work without interference. We 

have consistently made the case for international 

oversight of the election and the EU has agreed to send an 

Election Expert Mission. The UK will also support local 

observation of the general election through a Department 

for International Development-funded programme. 

The Foreign Secretary raised his concerns regarding the 

next election in Bangladesh with Prime Minister Sheikh 

Hasina when they met at the UN General Assembly in 

New York on 24 September. In a call on 1 November 

with State Minister for Foreign Affairs, Shahriar Alam, 

the Minister for Asia and the Pacific, Mark Field, again 

made the case for a free, fair and participatory election. 

As did I when I spoke to him on the 23 November. 

Asked by Lord Hussain 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what steps they are 

taking to support civil society and media organisations 

in Bangladesh ahead of the forthcoming general 

election. [HL11618] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: We remain very 

concerned by continuing restrictions on freedom of 

expression in Bangladesh. The Digital Security Act has 

attracted significant Civil Society and media criticism in 

Bangladesh. There are fears that the vagueness of its 

provisions could be used to prosecute a range of 

behaviours, and that its sentences are disproportionate. On 

27 September, the UK, along with other EU Missions in 

Dhaka, issued a statement raising concerns that the Act 

could undermine freedom of expression. Subsequently, 

the Acting High Commissioner met the Bangladeshi 

Information Minister on 9 October to emphasise our 

concerns. Bangladesh remains a Human Rights Priority 

Country for the Foreign and Commonwealth Office. We 

raised freedom of expression as a key concern in 

Bangladesh during the UN Human Rights Council 

Universal Periodic Review. 

I am clear that the UK wants to see a free, fair and 

pluralistic general election in Bangladesh, and continuing 

restrictions on freedom of expression will have a negative 

impact on that election. Ministers and our High 

Commission in Dhaka have consistently encouraged the 

Government of Bangladesh and opposition parties to 

engage in an effective dialogue to this end. The Minister 

for Asia and the Pacific, Mark Field, raised his concerns 

regarding the election with Bangladesh State Minister for 

Foreign Affairs, Shahriar Alam, in a call on 1 November. 

As did I when I spoke to him on the 23 November. The 

Foreign Secretary raised his concerns with Prime Minister 

Sheikh Hasina when they met on 24 September at the UN 

General Assembly in New York. 

Asked by Lord Hussain 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what plans they 

have, with international partners, to monitor the 

forthcoming general election in Bangladesh. [HL11619] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: The British Government 

has consistently made the case for international 

independent oversight of the election and the EU has 

agreed to send an Election Expert Mission. The UK will 

also support local observation of the general election 

through a Department for International Development-

funded programme. 

I am clear that the UK wants to see a free, fair and 

inclusive election in Bangladesh and Ministers and 

officials in our High Commission in Dhaka have 

consistently encouraged the Government of Bangladesh 

and opposition parties to engage in an effective dialogue 

to this end. The Minister for Asia and the Pacific, Mark 

Field, raised his concerns regarding the election with 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2018-11-20/HL11634
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Bangladesh State Minister for Foreign Affairs, Shahriar 

Alam, in a call on 1 November. As did I when I spoke to 

him on the 23 November. The Foreign Secretary raised 

his concerns with Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina when 

they met on 24 September at the UN General Assembly in 

New York 

Bembridge Harbour 

Asked by Lord Whitty 

To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they 

intend to appoint an inspector to review the compliance 

of the current owners Bembridge Harbour, and their 

related companies, with (1) the Piers and Harbour Order 

(Bembridge Harbour) Confirmation Act 1963, and (2) 

the Department for Transport's Ports good governance 

guide. [HL11764] 

Baroness Sugg: The Secretary of State for Transport 

has no plans to appoint any inspector to consider matters 

relating to Bembridge Harbour. The Department has 

received correspondence from some stakeholders in 

respect of the harbour, which is receiving consideration 

and will be responded to in due course. 

Bovine Tuberculosis Strategy Review 

Asked by Baroness Jones of Whitchurch 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what steps they are 

taking to consult (1) animal welfare organisations, (2) 

vets, and (3) the farming community on the 

implications of the Godfray Report, A Strategy for 

achieving Bovine Tuberculosis free status for England: 

2018 review, published on 16 November. [HL11853] 

Lord Gardiner of Kimble: The Government has 

consulted extensively on the development and 

implementation of its strategy for achieving bovine 

tuberculosis free status for England. Additionally 

Professor Godfray and his team ran a public call for 

evidence and met a number of stakeholders, including 

animal welfare, veterinary and farming interests, as part 

of their independent review of the strategy. The 

Government is engaging with stakeholders as it considers 

its response to the review. 

Brexit 

Asked by Lord Wigley 

To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to 

the Draft Agreement on the withdrawal of the United 

Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland from 

the European Union and the European Atomic Energy 

Community, published on 14 November, what 

discussions they have had with the Welsh and Scottish 

Governments concerning their representation in the 

proposed Joint Committee provided by Article 164. 

[HL11739] 

Lord Callanan: The UK Government has been clear 

from the start that the devolved administrations should be 

fully engaged in the process of our Exit from the 

European Union and we remain committed to this. 

Regular discussions are held between the UK 

Government and the Welsh and Scottish Governments on 

EU Exit. There have now been fifteen meetings of the 

Joint Ministerial Committee on EU Negotiations. It met 

most recently on 19 November 2018 and continues to 

meet on a monthly basis. 

Asked by Lord Wigley 

To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to 

the Draft Agreement on the withdrawal of the United 

Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland from 

the European Union and the European Atomic Energy 

Community, published on 14 November, whether, 

under Article 169, the Scottish and Welsh 

Governments may be regarded as a party wishing to 

commence consultations. [HL11742] 

Lord Callanan: The UK Government will represent all 

parts of the UK in all discussions at the Joint Committee, 

this includes any consultations as set out in Article 169. 

The UK Government remains committed to engaging 

with the devolved administrations on EU Exit. Ministers 

have regular discussions with the Welsh and Scottish 

governments, including through the Joint Ministerial 

Committees and the Ministerial Forum on EU 

Negotiations. 

Asked by Lord Wigley 

To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to the 

Explainer for the agreement on the withdrawal of the 

United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland 

from the European Union, published on 14 November, 

which established practices and conventions they will 

seek to follow in regard to seeking the consent of 

devolved legislatures; and who will determine whether 

such action is deemed to be relevant. [HL11743] 

Lord Callanan: The EU (Withdrawal Agreement) Bill 

is an essential part of our preparations for a smooth and 

orderly exit from the EU. The Bill will implement our 

international commitments - set out in the Withdrawal 

Agreement - into UK law. Certain provisions of the Bill 

are likely to engage the conventions and practices under 

which the UK Government will normally seek the 

legislative consent of the devolved legislatures. Although 

the Bill is still developing, we will seek legislative 

consent for those provisions in the Bill if they engage 

these conventions and related practices. 

Brexit: Gibraltar 

Asked by Lord Luce 

To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they plan 

to continue to include Gibraltar in (1) the Article 3 

definition section, and (2) Article 184 of the future 

framework section, of the EU Withdrawal Agreement. 

[HL11663] 
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Lord Callanan: Article 3 of the Withdrawal 

Agreement published on 26 November clearly states that 

Gibraltar is covered to the extent that Union Law applied 

to it before. Article 184, which records the UK and the 

EU’s commitment to negotiate in good faith and conclude 

agreements envisaged by the Political Declaration on their 

future relationship within a certain time frame, imposes 

no obligations regarding the territorial scope of future 

agreements. This is the EU and the UK’s shared 

interpretation. The government has also been clear that 

the UK will negotiate future agreements on behalf of all 

territories for whose external relations it is responsible. 

Carillion: Insolvency 

Asked by Baroness McDonagh 

To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to the 

speech given by the Chancellor of the Duchy of 

Lancaster at the Business Services Association Annual 

Chairman’s Dinner on 19 November, what "key 

information’ would have "smoothed the management of 

liquidation" following the collapse of Carillion. 

[HL11665] 

Lord Young of Cookham: The Government 

maintained the continuity of key public services after 

Carillion announced its decision to initiate insolvency 

proceedings in January 2018. The Official Receiver was 

appointed by the court as liquidator, along with PwC as 

Special Managers. 

The Government took immediate action to minimise the 

impact on employees and employers by providing 

reassurance that those working on public sector contracts 

would continue to be paid and providing the necessary 

funding required to maintain public services while 

Carillion’s public sector contracts were transferred to 

alternative providers. 

In future we will require, all providers of critical 

services to provide sufficient management information, 

for example, corporate structure, intra-group trading 

arrangements and dependencies (including details of 

shared services), key subcontractor and workforce 

information. 

Chemicals 

Asked by Lord Taylor of Warwick 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment 

they have made of the potential impact of a no-deal 

Brexit on the supply chain of chemicals. [HL11918] 

Lord Henley: On 28th November 2018 the Government 

laid before Parliament the following document intended 

to facilitate parliamentary scrutiny ahead of the vote on 

the final deal: “EU Exit: Long-term economic analysis”. 

This has been published on GOV.UK and copies have 

been deposited in the Libraries of both Houses. The 

Government has therefore delivered on its commitment to 

provide Parliament with a robust, objective assessment of 

how exiting the EU may affect the economy of the UK, 

sectors (including chemicals), nations and regions in the 

long run. 

Copyright 

Asked by Lord Clement-Jones 

To ask Her Majesty's Government whether the UK 

will remain in the EU’s regional copyright exhaustion 

regime following the UK’s exit from the EU. 

[HL11836] 

Lord Henley: The Withdrawal Agreement ensures that 

during the implementation period arrangements for the 

exhaustion of rights, including copyright, will remain the 

same. This will provide legal certainty and protect the 

interests of rights holders. The specifics of our future 

relationship with the EU after the end of the 

implementation period will be the subject of detailed 

negotiations with the EU. 

Asked by Lord Clement-Jones 

To ask Her Majesty's Government whether the 

Department for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport is 

being consulted as part of the Intellectual Property 

Office’s consultation into the UK’s future copyright 

exhaustion regime. [HL11837] 

Lord Henley: All government departments with an 

expressed interest on this issue, including the Department 

for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport, are being consulted. 

Copyright: Electronic Publishing 

Asked by Lord Clement-Jones 

To ask Her Majesty's Government whether the 

Department for Business, Energy and Industrial 

Strategy has conducted an impact assessment on 

allowing the doctrine of exhaustion of rights to apply to 

ebooks in the same way it does to physical books. 

[HL11838] 

Lord Henley: The current EU exhaustion regime, 

which has already been implemented into UK law, will be 

retained in UK law after the UK leaves the EU, subject to 

any amendments necessary to ensure it functions 

appropriately. The Government has no plans to change 

this regime with regards to ebooks, and so has not 

conducted impact assessments on any possible changes. 

Asked by Lord Clement-Jones 

To ask Her Majesty's Government whether the 

Department for Business, Energy and Industrial 

Strategy has any plans to extend the exhaustion of 

rights principle to ebooks. [HL11839] 

Lord Henley: The current EU exhaustion regime, 

which has already been implemented into UK law, will be 

retained in UK law after the UK leaves the EU, subject to 

any amendments necessary to ensure it functions 

appropriately. The Government has no plans to change 

this regime with regards to ebooks. 
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DeepMind 

Asked by Lord Scriven 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what independent 

verification is in place to make sure that the NHS data 

handled by DeepMind Health will be used only for 

appropriate purposes now that DeepMind Health is no 

longer a separate subsidiary of Google but has been 

fully integrated. [HL11730] 

Lord O'Shaughnessy: We will work with regulators 

including the Health Research Agency, the Medicines and 

Healthcare products Regulatory Agency and the 

Information Commissioner’s Office, and with the Centre 

for Data Ethics and Innovation to ensure anything that 

happens as a result of the transfer of Streams respects 

patients’ privacy and complies fully with the law. 

Dental Health: Antibiotics 

Asked by Lord Colwyn 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment 

they have made of trends in primary care dental 

antibiotic prescribing in England since 2013. [HL11704] 

Asked by Lord Colwyn 

To ask Her Majesty's Government how many 

children were prescribed antibiotics for dental problems 

in England in each of the last five years. [HL11707] 

Asked by Lord Colwyn 

To ask Her Majesty's Government how many 

children were prescribed more than one course of 

antibiotics for dental problems in England in each of the 

last five years. [HL11708] 

Asked by Lord Colwyn 

To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they have 

made an assessment of the potential impact of 

prescribing antibiotics to children while they wait for 

hospital tooth extractions due to tooth decay on (1) their 

immune system, and (2) the levels of antimicrobial 

resistance more widely. [HL11709] 

Lord O'Shaughnessy: The English Surveillance 

Programme for Antimicrobial Utilisation and Resistance 

Report 2018 provides information on National Health 

Service dental prescribing in dental practices and 

consultations. From 2013 to 2017, the trend of 

antimicrobial prescriptions which includes antibiotics, 

continued to decrease by 24.8%. The number of daily 

defined doses of antimicrobials per 1,000 inhabitants per 

day prescribed by dentists was 0.19 in 2013 and 0.16 in 

2016; with an 8.3% decrease from 2016 to 2017. The 

decline was largely attributed to less amoxicillin being 

prescribed between 2013 and 2017. A copy of the report 

is attached. 

 

Information on how many children have been 

prescribed antibiotics or more than one course of 

antibiotics for dental problems in England over the last 

five years is not available as this data is not collected. 

No assessment has been made of the potential impact of 

prescribing antibiotics to children who are waiting for 

tooth extractions due to tooth decay on their immune 

system and the levels of antimicrobial resistance. 

The Answer includes the following attached material: 

Antimicrobial Utilisation and Resistance Report 

[ESPAUR_2018_report.pdf] 

The material can be viewed online at: 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-

answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2018-11-22/HL11704 

Asked by Lord Colwyn 

To ask Her Majesty's Government how many patients 

presented to Accident and Emergency departments in 

England with dental problems in each of the last five 

years; and, in each year, how many of them were 

prescribed antibiotics. [HL11706] 

Lord O'Shaughnessy: The Department does not hold 

information on whether patients have been prescribed 

antibiotics following an attendance at an accident and 

emergency department. 

Asked by Lord Colwyn 

To ask Her Majesty's Government how many 

antibiotic prescriptions were issued by general dental 

practitioners in England in each of the last five years. 

[HL11750] 

Asked by Lord Colwyn 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what proportion of 

all antibiotic prescriptions in England were issued by 

general dental practitioners in each of the last five 

years. [HL11751] 

Lord O'Shaughnessy: Information on the numbers of 

prescriptions for all antimicrobials, including antibiotics, 

issued by general dental practitioners is only available for 

the complete years of 2016 and 2017. In these years 

3,198,411 and 2,977,302 National Health Service 

prescriptions were issued respectively. 

From 2013 to 2017, the trend of antimicrobial 

prescriptions continued to decrease by 24.8%. The 

number of daily defined doses of antimicrobials per 1,000 

inhabitants per day prescribed by dentists was 0.19 in 

2013 and 0.16 in 2016; with an 8.3% decrease from 2016 

to 2017. In the previous five years the proportions of daily 

defined doses of antibiotics issued by general dental 

practitioners out of all prescriptions, from hospital 

inpatients and outpatients, general medical practitioners 

and other community practitioners, were 4.8% in 2013, 

4.8% in 2014, 4.5% in 2015, 4.6% in 2016, 5.2% in 2017. 
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Department for Work and Pensions: 

Allowances 

Asked by Lord Foulkes of Cumnock 

To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to the 

Written Answer by Baroness Buscombe on 19 

November (HL11445), what is the maximum level of 

lodging expenses per night Department for Work and 

Pensions officials can claim when they have longer 

term arrangements for detached duty. [HL11842] 

Baroness Buscombe: The maximum amount of 

lodging expenses is £53 per night in London and £37 per 

night elsewhere. 

Electric Vehicles 

Asked by Lord Jones of Cheltenham 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment 

they have made of how the reduction of the plug-in 

vehicle grant will effect meeting their carbon reduction 

targets. [HL11620] 

Baroness Sugg: No such assessment has been made. 

The Plug-in Car Grant has helped the plug-in hybrid 

market become more established, and the Government 

will now focus its support on zero emission models like 

pure electric and hydrogen fuel cell cars. We want to see 

at least 50%, and as many as 70%, of new car sales being 

ultra low emission by 2030. This is in line with the 

Committee for Climate Change progress report. The 

Government will continue to work with industry to 

achieve our ambitions, and will review progress towards 

them by 2025. 

Emergencies: Mobile Phones 

Asked by Lord Harris of Haringey 

To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to the 

reply by Lord Young of Cookham on 5 July (HL Deb, 

cols 766–70), what progress has been made in the 

introduction of mobile alert technology. [HL11641] 

Lord Young of Cookham: Cabinet Office is working 

with the Home Office and the police to explore the types 

of emergency where a national mobile alerting system can 

add value, beyond the mobile alerting schemes already in 

place in the UK. In order to inform any technical solution, 

these emergency scenarios will be explored in depth to 

establish where and when in the evolution of an incident a 

mobile alerting scheme offers the best opportunity to 

reduce harm to citizens. 

Once we have fully assessed the need for an alerting 

scheme further work would be undertaken including 

exploring how situational awareness might be obtained, 

thresholds for activation and how the content of alert 

messages stands the best chance of eliciting helpful 

behaviours from the recipients. This is not without 

complexity since in terrorist-related incidents the 

protagonists will also receive the same message. 

Additionally, a scheme used for major incidents stands 

the chance of being used infrequently. To ensure 

effectiveness, there will be a need for a carefully managed 

media campaigns. 

Energy: Competition 

Asked by Lord Taylor of Warwick 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment 

they have made of Ofgem’s plans to encourage 

competition amongst energy suppliers to help cut costs 

for customers. [HL11811] 

Lord Henley: The Government is supportive of 

Ofgem’s interventions to make the energy retail market 

more competitive, for example the disengaged customer 

database, their customer engagement prompts and their 

faster and more reliable switching programme. 

Customers can save around £300 if they switch from a 

Standard Variable Tariff to a cheaper market alternative. 

The Government will also be working with Ofgem on a 

joint review of the retail market to promote competition 

and drive innovation. 

Food: Waste 

Asked by The Marquess of Lothian 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what progress they 

have made to reduce levels of household food waste 

through the Waste and Resources Action Programme in 

the last 12 months. [HL11798] 

Lord Gardiner of Kimble: Food waste is a financial 

and environmental issue, but the UK has made good 

progress with total food waste in the UK reducing by 14% 

per person between 2007 and 2015 (post-farm gate). 

Household food waste accounts for around 70% of total 

food waste in the UK, and householders spend £15 billion 

every year on food that could have been eaten but ends up 

being thrown away. 

Food waste prevention is one of the Waste and 

Resources Action Programme’s (WRAP) key priorities. 

Action to reduce levels of household food waste is being 

taken in two ways: 

• through the Love Food Hate Waste consumer 

behaviour change campaign; and 

• under WRAP’s voluntary agreement, the Courtauld 

Commitment 2025, which aims to cut the carbon and 

waste associated with food & drink by at least one fifth 

over a decade. 

Courtauld 2025 will publish interim progress results in 

2019 and 2022, and final results in 2026. Quantitative 

data is not, therefore, currently available in relation to 

progress made over the last 12 months. 

Over the last 12 months, WRAP’s activities to reduce 

household food waste have been focused on two key 
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areas: behavioural change interventions and national 

communications. WRAP has developed a set of 

behavioural change interventions and technical changes 

that can work in-store and at home, which focus on 

people buying what they need and using what they buy. 

WRAP has also been increasing awareness through mini-

campaigns under Love Food Hate Waste. The latest mini-

campaign, ‘Chill the Fridge Out’, launched on World 

Food Day (16 October). 

Gambling: Children 

Asked by Lord Chadlington 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what specialist 

treatment is available to children with gambling 

problems, in particular to support any associated mental 

health issues. [HL11749] 

Lord O'Shaughnessy: The Government is committed 

to supporting all those identified as suffering from 

problems with gambling. Dedicated treatment for 

gambling disorders is commissioned by GambleAware 

who fund the National Gambling Helpline and 

commission a national network of treatment services, 

mostly through GamCare, which are locally accessible 

across Great Britain and are available to people of any 

age, including young people. Children with gambling 

problems can also access treatment in primary and 

secondary care, which includes specialised mental health 

services. 

Government Departments: Contracts 

Asked by Baroness McDonagh 

To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to the 

speech given by the Chancellor of the Duchy of 

Lancaster at the Business Services Association Annual 

Chairman’s Dinner on 19 November, what are the Key 

Performance Indicators for critical government 

contracts; which contracts the Key Performance 

Indicators will apply to; and whether there will be a 

statutory duty on suppliers to publish Key Performance 

Indicators. [HL11666] 

Asked by Baroness McDonagh 

To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to the 

speech given by the Chancellor of the Duchy of 

Lancaster at the Business Services Association Annual 

Chairman’s Dinner on 19 November, how the Key 

Performance Indicators for critical government 

contracts were selected; which stakeholders were 

consulted; and whether the Key Performance Indicators 

will be reviewed. [HL11667] 

Lord Young of Cookham: We will be publishing 

performance data on our most important contracts in the 

coming months and are currently working with 

departments and industry to finalise the details of 

publication. The published performance data will be 

contract specific and depend on the service provision. 

Asked by Baroness McDonagh 

To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to the 

speech given by the Chancellor of the Duchy of 

Lancaster at the Business Services Association Annual 

Chairman’s Dinner on 19 November, what criteria 

determined the selection of Serco, Capita, Sopra Steria, 

Engie and Interserve in producing the first set of "living 

wills". [HL11668] 

Lord Young of Cookham: Serco, Capita, Sopra Steria, 

Engie and Interserve all volunteered to pilot the use of 

“living wills”. We will reflect the results of this pilot as 

we deploy “living wills” across all suppliers providing 

critical services. 

Asked by Baroness McDonagh 

To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to the 

speech given by the Chancellor of the Duchy of 

Lancaster at the Business Services Association Annual 

Chairman’s Dinner on 19 November, for how long the 

Cabinet Office anticipates that pilots of new outsourced 

services will last. [HL11669] 

Lord Young of Cookham: The nature of the pilots for 

new outsourced services will depend on the specific 

service provision. Individual departments will consider 

the most appropriate route and timeframe for piloting new 

outsourced services as part of the Business Case approval 

process which will include the appropriate governance 

and approval process in departments and central 

approvals through HM Treasury and Cabinet Office. 

Government Departments: Procurement 

Asked by Lord Wigley 

To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to the 

Draft Political Declaration setting out the framework 

for the future relationship between the United Kingdom 

and the European Union, published on 22 November, 

what discussions they have had with the Welsh and 

Scottish Governments about the UK's intention to 

accede to the World Trade Organisation Agreement on 

Government Procurement. [HL11823] 

Lord Young of Cookham: Cabinet Office officials 

regularly engage with the devolved administrations on the 

UK’s GPA accession to update them on our approach and 

the progress we are making. This engagement occurs at 

fortnightly ‘operational readiness’ meetings that cover 

GPA and wider Brexit-related issues. In addition 

roundtable discussions and teleconferences alongside 

other Government Departments have been held at various 

dates throughout 2018 with DA officials on specific GPA 

issues, as required. 

Hate Crime: Prosecutions 

Asked by Lord Pearson of Rannoch 

To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to 

the reply by Baroness Vere of Norbiton on 6 December 
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2017 (HL Deb, col 1051), whether Baroness Vere of 

Norbiton wrote to the Director of Public Prosecutions to 

ask whether she agrees that the definition of hate crime 

is broader than what is in statute and on what authority 

any broadening was based; and if so, what reply she 

received. [HL11726] 

Lord Keen of Elie: Baroness Vere of Norbiton wrote 

to the Director of Public Prosecutions (DPP) on 13 

December 2017. The DPP provided her response on 9 

January 2018. 

In her response, the then DPP confirmed that the 

flagging definition for hate crime was agreed between the 

CPS and the NPCC (ACPO as it was then) in 2007 and 

that it is wider than the definition set out in legislation to 

ensure all relevant cases are captured. 

The CPS adopted the recommended definition in the 

Macpherson report published in 1999 as a result of the 

inquiry into the murder of Stephen Lawrence. The 

Macpherson report also recommended that ‘this definition 

should be universally adopted by the Police, local 

Government and other relevant agencies’. 

The recommendations of the Macpherson report were 

welcomed by the Government at the time and the current 

Government remains in support of this position. The CPS 

has worked with police to implement the recommended 

definition across all strands of hate crime. The CPS takes 

tackling hate crime seriously and recognises the need to 

increase public confidence to report. The flagging 

definition is important in achieving this aim. 

In order for a crime to be charged and prosecuted as a 

hate crime, the CPS uses the legal definitions contained in 

the Crime and Disorder Act 1998 (CDA 1998) and the 

Criminal Justice Act 2003 (CJA 2003). This means that 

not every incident that the victim or another person has 

perceived to be a hate crime will actually be a hate crime 

in law. 

In her letter, the then DPP also confirmed that the CPS 

legal guidance recognises the potential impact of 

prosecutions on Article 10 of the European Convention on 

Human Rights (the right to freedom of expression). The 

CPS must balance the rights of an individual to freedom 

of speech against the duty of the state to act 

proportionately and to protect the rights of others. 

Import Controls: Israeli Settlements 

Asked by Baroness Tonge 

To ask Her Majesty's Government how many times 

goods from Israeli settlements in the Occupied 

Palestinian Territory have been banned from entering 

the UK in the last two years. [HL11633] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: We understand the 

concerns of people who do not wish to purchase goods 

exported from Israeli settlements in the Occupied 

Palestinian Territories (OPTs). It was in order to enable 

consumers to make a more fully informed decision 

concerning the products they buy that, in December 2009, 

the UK introduced voluntary guidelines to enable produce 

from Israeli settlements in the OPTs to be specifically 

labelled as such. We also welcomed the European 

Commission’s decision of November 2015 to issue 

indication of origin guidelines for products produced in 

Israeli settlements. However the UK does not ban the 

import of settlement products and as such we do not have 

a record of how many times goods from Israeli 

settlements in the OPTs have been banned from entering 

the UK. 

Ministers: Resignations 

Asked by Lord Tebbit 

To ask Her Majesty's Government which ministers, 

set out by name and by ministerial responsibility, have 

resigned from office since the 2017 General Election. 

[HL11735] 

Lord Young of Cookham: The following ministers 

have resigned from office since the formation of the 

Government on 11 June 2017: 

• Lord Price CVO, former Minister of State for Trade 

Policy 

• Lord Nash, former Parliamentary Under Secretary of 

State for the School System 

• The Rt Hon Baroness Anelay of St. Johns DBE, 

former Minister of State for Exiting the European 

Union 

• The Rt Hon Michael Fallon MP, former Secretary of 

State for Defence 

• The Rt Hon Priti Patel MP, former Secretary of State 

for International Development 

• The Rt Hon Damian Green MP, former First Secretary 

of State and Minister for the Cabinet Office 

• The Rt Hon Justine Greening MP, former Secretary of 

State for Education and Minister for Women and 

Equalities 

• Baroness Chisholm of Owlpen, former Baroness in 

Waiting (Government Whip) 

• The Rt Hon Amber Rudd MP, former Secretary of 

State for the Home Department and Minister for 

Women and Equalities 

• Dr Philip Lee MP, former Parliamentary Under 

Secretary of State for Youth Justice, Victims, Female 

Offenders and Offender Health 

• The Rt Hon Greg Hands MP, former Minister for 

Trade Policy 

• The Rt Hon David Davis MP, former Secretary of 

State for Exiting the European Union 

• The Rt Hon Boris Johnson MP, former Secretary of 

State for Foreign Affairs 

• Steve Baker MP, former Parliamentary Under 

Secretary of State for Exiting the European Union 

• Andrew Griffiths MP, former Parliamentary Under 

Secretary of State, Minister for Small Business 

Consumers and Corporate Responsibility 
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• Guto Bebb MP, former Minister for Defence 

Procurement 

• Tracey Crouch MP, former Parliamentary Under 

Secretary of State for Sport and Civil Society 

• Jo Johnson MP, former Minister of State for Transport 

and Minister for London 

• The Rt Hon Dominic Raab MP, former Secretary of 

State for Exiting the European Union 

• The Rt Hon Esther McVey MP, former Secretary of 

State for Work and Pensions 

• Suella Braverman MP, former Parliamentary Under 

Secretary of State for Exiting the European Union 

• Shailesh Vara MP, former Minister of State for 

Northern Ireland 

• Sam Gyimah MP, former Minister of State for 

Universities, Science, Research and Innovation  

Music: Curriculum 

Asked by Lord German 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what data they 

hold related to the delivery of the Music National 

Curriculum in England in (1) primary schools, and (2) 

secondary schools. [HL11611] 

Asked by Lord German 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what steps they are 

taking to promote the teaching of music in academies 

across all key stages, and particularly in key stage 3. 

[HL11612] 

Lord Agnew of Oulton: Music is compulsory in the 

national curriculum for 5 to 14 year olds. Data from the 

Omnibus Survey in 2017 reveals that the average amount 

of teaching time in primary schools was broadly similar to 

the amount of time spent teaching history and geography. 

At secondary schools, the data from the school workforce 

census shows that the proportion of time spent teaching 

music between 2010 and 2017 has remained broadly 

stable. In 2010 2.4% of total teaching hours were spent 

teaching music, compared with 2.3% in 2017. Full details 

are in the table below. 

Proportion of total teaching hours spent on music in years 7-13 in 

state-funded secondary schools per week 

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

2.4% 2.4% 2.4% 2.4% 2.4% 2.4% 2.3% 2.3% 

The network of music education hubs have four core 

roles, including ensuring that every child aged 5-18 has 

the opportunity to learn to play a musical instrument in 

whole classes. Data published recently by Arts Council 

England shows that in 2016-17, 91% of primary schools 

and 88% of secondary schools worked with their music 

education hub on at least one of the hubs’ core roles. It 

also shows that 711,241 pupils in state-funded schools 

learned to play instruments in lessons for whole classes 

that were provided or supported by music education hubs. 

Academies are not obliged to follow the national 

curriculum, but they are required to provide a broad and 

balanced curriculum. 

Overseas Workers: EU Countries 

Asked by Lord Wigley 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what is the 

definition of "economic activity" for the purposes of 

article 9 of the draft agreement on the withdrawal of the 

UK from the EU. [HL11698] 

Lord Callanan: Article 9(a)(b) of the draft Withdrawal 

Agreement provides a definition of ‘frontier workers.’ 

“Frontier workers” are persons who pursue an economic 

activity in accordance with the provisions set out in 

Article 45 or 49 TFEU (Treaty on the Functioning of the 

European Union) in one or more States in which they do 

not reside. 

Economic activity is activity provided for remuneration. 

For the purposes of Article 9, economic activity must be 

in accordance with the provisions set out in Articles 45 or 

49 TFEU. 

To be exercising an economic activity as a worker in 

accordance with Article 45 TFEU a person must be a 

‘genuine and effective’ worker and the work must not be 

on such a small scale so as to be ‘purely marginal or 

ancillary’ 

Article 49 TFEU provides for the freedom of 

establishment. A person is established in a particular state 

if they are participating ‘on a stable and continuous basis’ 

in the economic life of that State. If a person is providing 

temporary services they will not fall within the definition 

in Article 9(a)(b). 

Overseas Workers: Northern Ireland 

Asked by Lord Wigley 

To ask Her Majesty's Government whether residents 

of Northern Ireland who work in the Republic of 

Ireland for less than half of the working week would be 

classified as frontier workers, as defined by article 9(b) 

of the draft agreement on the withdrawal of the UK 

from the EU. [HL11697] 

Lord Callanan: The Withdrawal Agreement provides 

for the maintenance of the Common Travel Area 

arrangements, so British and Irish citizens will continue to 

be able to live and work in each other’s state just as they 

do now. 

Parliamentary Estate: Repairs and 

Maintenance 

Asked by Lord Foulkes of Cumnock 

To ask the Senior Deputy Speaker what is the 

estimated cost to the House of (1) restoration, (2) repair, 

and (3) fire protection work underway in (a) the Palace 
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of Westminster, (b) Fielden House, and (c) Millbank 

House. [HL11241] 

Lord McFall of Alcluith: ‘Restoration’ has been taken 

to include work currently underway on the Estate to 

restore or conserve areas of the historic building fabric, 

including but not limited to the restoration work in 

Westminster Hall and the Encaustic Tile project. It does 

not include the estimated costs of the Restoration and 

Renewal Programme. ‘Repair’ includes project works 

underway on the estate but does not include general day 

to day maintenance. Fire protection work costs are based 

on the Fire Life Safety Works Programme. 

 Palace of Westminster Millbank House Fielden House 

Restoration External Courtyards Conservation 
work (Phase 1) current approved 

cost: £20.2m; Westminster Hall 

current approved cost: £12.1m 
(subject to review); Elizabeth Tower 

current approved cost: £61.1m 
(subject to review); Cast Iron Roofs 

current approved cost: £84.4m; 

Encaustic Tiles current approved 
cost: £14.3m. 

There is no restoration work 
currently underway. 

There is no restoration work 
currently underway. 

Repair Works to the Palace in 2017/18 

totalled £2m; works in 2018/19 are 
forecast to cost £2.8m. 

Works to 5 Great College Street and 

its integration into Millbank House 
total £42.9m. 

Planning is underway for the 

refurbishment of Fielden House. 
Surveying work is expected to 

commence in December 2018. The 

surveying working is required to 
finalise the business case. Until it is 

finalised it is not possible to provide 

an estimate. 

Fire Protection The approved business cases 

forecast expenditure of £90m for 

fire safety work underway in the 
Palace of Westminster. The forecast 

expenditure of a project within the 

Fire Safety programme is currently 

being revised. 

The cost of fire protection in the 

Great College Street area of 

Millbank House has been integrated 
into the project itself and therefore is 

included in the repair figure above. 

The cost of Fire Protection in 1&2 

Millbank is currently forecast at 

£1.6m excluding risk and optimism 

bias (OB) and £2.1m including risk 
and OB. 

The cost of making Fielden House 

Fire Life Safety compliant will form 

part of the refurbishment project. 
Therefore, it is not possible 

currently to confirm how much it 

will cost. 

Sir Edward Heath 

Asked by Lord Campbell-Savours 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what proportion of 

the cost of Operation Conifer was funded by (1) 

Wiltshire and Swindon police force, and (2) the 

Government under special funding arrangements. 

[HL11603] 

Baroness Williams of Trafford: The Home Office 

only holds information in relation to the additional costs 

of Operation Conifer. We do not have details of 

opportunity costs incurred (i.e. the costs of officers whilst 

on their regular duties). Opportunity costs are met by the 

force through general funding. 

In relation to the additional costs: 

• The Home Office provided £1.1 million in Special 

Grant funding. 

• Wiltshire Police made a contribution of £0.2 million 

(equivalent to 15 per cent of the additional costs total). 

Asked by Lord Campbell-Savours 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what estimate they 

have made of the cost of the proposal by the Police and 

Crime Commissioner for Wiltshire and Swindon in his 

most recent annual report for a public inquiry into 

Operation Conifer. [HL11604] 

Baroness Williams of Trafford: The Government has 

given careful consideration to this issue and has 

concluded that there are no grounds to justify a public 

inquiry into Operation Conifer. 

Cost was not a factor in that decision and insufficient 

assessment of the cost of such an inquiry has been carried 

out. 

Social Security Benefits: Children 

Asked by The Lord Bishop of Portsmouth 

To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to the 

statistics they published on 28 June, how many (1) 

families, and (2) children have been affected by the 

policy to provide support for a maximum of two 

children in each month since that policy came into 

effect. [HL11628] 

Lord Bates: For the numbers of children affected by 

the policy at April 2018, I refer the noble Lord to my 

response on 25 July 2018 to the Lord Bishop of Durham 

(HL9479). The next statistical update, covering the 

position at April 2019, is expected to be released in 

summer 2019. 
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Figures for additional months are only available at 

disproportionate cost. 

Asked by The Lord Bishop of Portsmouth 

To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to the 

statistics they published on 28 June, whether they have 

revised their estimates of (1) the number of families 

affected, and (2) the Exchequer savings from those 

families in their original impact assessment of the 

policy to provide support to a maximum of two 

children, in each year up to 2020–21. [HL11629] 

Lord Bates: Statistics regarding the number of families 

affected by the policy to provide support for a maximum 

of two children were published on 28 June 2018, and 

relate to the position at 2 April 2018. Figures showing the 

number of families affected in April 2019 are expected to 

be released in summer 2019. 

The latest estimates of the Exchequer savings relating 

to the policy were published in table 2.2 of the Spring 

Budget 2017. The relevant figures are shown in the table 

below. 

Estimated Exchequer savings from the policy to provide 

support for a maximum of two children, Spring Budget 

2017 basis 

£m 2017-18 2018-19 2019-20 2020-21 2021-22 

Savings +310 +765 +1205 +1615 +1990 

Asked by The Lord Bishop of Portsmouth 

To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to the 

Written Answer by Lord Bates on 5 February 

(HL5370), whether they have applied the Family Test 

to the policy to provide support to a maximum of two 

children; and if so, how the potential impacts on 

families are being taken into account. [HL11630] 

Lord Bates: The government is committed to 

supporting families. To achieve this, we introduced the 

Family Test, which aims to ensure that impacts on family 

relationships and functioning are recognised early on 

during the process of policy development and help inform 

the policy decisions made by Minsters. The Family Test 

was introduced in 2014, and remains official government 

policy. The guidance for implementing the Family Test 

can be found here and is also attached : 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/family-

test-assessing-the-impact-of-policies-on-families 

The Family Test was considered during the 

development of the policy to provide support for a 

maximum of two children in Child Tax Credit and 

Universal Credit. The published Impact Assessment 

shows the measure will have a positive impact on overall 

family stability. The Impact Assessment is attached. 

The Answer includes the following attached material: 

Family test [family-test-guidance.pdf] 

impact asessment [ia15-006e.pdf] 

The material can be viewed online at: 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-

answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2018-11-20/HL11630 

Universal Credit: Children 

Asked by The Lord Bishop of Portsmouth 

To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they 

intend to postpone the extension of the policy to 

provide support to a maximum of two children to new 

Universal Credit claimants. [HL11631] 

Baroness Buscombe: The policy aims to strike the 

appropriate balance between support for claimants with 

children and fairness to taxpayers and families with 

children who support themselves solely through work. A 

benefits structure that adjusts automatically to family size 

is ultimately not sustainable, and parents who support 

themselves solely through work would not generally 

expect to see their wages increase simply because of the 

addition of a new child to their family. 

There are exceptions in place to support those unable to 

make choices about the number of children in their 

household. 
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