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Written Statements 
Monday, 3 December 2018 

EU Transport Council 

[HLWS1100] 

Baroness Sugg: My Right Honourable friend, the 

Secretary of State for Transport (Chris Grayling), has 

made the following Ministerial Statement. 

I will attend the last Transport Council under the 

Austrian Presidency (the Presidency) taking place in 

Brussels on Monday 3rd December. 

The Council will consider proposals from the first 

tranche of the ‘Mobility Package’. Under the ‘social 

pillar’ of the package the Presidency will seek a General 

Approach on proposals: to establish a specific regulatory 

regime for the posting of workers in the road transport 

sector; to introduce new regulatory provisions in relation 

to ensuring that drivers have the option regularly to return 

home; and to enable drivers to take their regular weekly 

rest in their vehicles provided that certain welfare-related 

conditions are met. Under the ‘market pillar’ of the 

package the Presidency will seek a General Approach on 

proposals: to introduce new regulatory requirements for 

the operation of light commercial vehicles (vans); and to 

modify the ‘cabotage’ rules for vehicles operating in 

countries other than their country of establishment. The 

Government considers the package to be a necessary 

response to current issues with the functioning of the EU 

road transport market, in particular, uncoordinated 

national enforcement action in relation to posting of 

workers rules, and exploitation of some aspects of the 

regime by some non-compliant operators. The 

Government is broadly content with the specific 

proposals, particularly with the compromise gained on 

limiting the extension of regulatory obligations to 

operators of larger vans which are also undertaking 

international haulage work. 

Next, the Council is expected to reach a General 

Approach on a proposal from the second tranche of the 

‘Mobility Package’ to revise the current Directive on 

Combined Transport. The proposal contains provisions 

that could improve promotion of modal shift across the 

EU and reduce congestion. The Government considers 

that the proposal includes some positive changes to 

modernise the processes and, as currently drafted, will 

provide an acceptable balance between EU-wide action 

and national discretion. 

Following this, the Council will consider a General 

Approach on a proposal from the third tranche of the 

‘Mobility Package’ to amend the current Directive on 

road infrastructure safety management (RISM). The 

current Directive was adopted to ensure that road safety 

considerations are at the forefront of all phases of the 

planning, design and operation of road infrastructure and 

currently applies to roads on the trans-European transport 

network (TEN-T). The Government considers that the 

proposed increase in scope to include motorways and 

‘primary roads’ is a proportionate expansion of the 

Directive and is content with the proposal that Member 

States define the ‘primary roads’ covered by it. The 

Government believes the proposal strikes a balance that 

will allow Member States to retain judgment over where 

the Directive is applied in their own countries, while 

upholding the shared principles of robust safety 

inspection and excellence in road design. 

There will be a Progress Report on the proposal to 

amend the Directive on discontinuing seasonal changes of 

time, which the Government opposes. We have no plans 

to change Daylight Saving Time within the UK, and feel 

that the Commission has not provided enough evidence to 

demonstrate a strong case for changing the existing 

arrangements. 

Afterwards, there will be a Progress Report on the 

proposal to revise the Regulation on rail passengers’ 

rights and obligations, aimed at strengthening the rights of 

rail passengers, including by improving access for people 

with disabilities or reduced mobility. 

Following this, the Council is expected to reach a 

General Approach on the proposal to amend the Directive 

on the minimum training of seafarers. These changes will 

ensure that the legislation is up to date, and will provide 

the European Maritime Safety Agency (EMSA) with 

additional time to decide whether to recognise an outside 

state’s certification. The Government considers the 

General Approach to be satisfactory on the basis that the 

amendments are justified and appropriate to ensure that 

maritime Directives are in line with international norms, 

and so that EMSA can make appropriately informed 

decisions. 

The Council is also expected to reach a General 

Approach on another proposal from the third tranche of 

the ‘Mobility Package’, to revise the current Directive 

establishing a European Maritime Single Window 

Environment. This is intended to further harmonise the 

electronic submission of ship pre-arrival reporting 

formalities. The Government supports digitisation here as 

it can provide benefits for business. The UK has engaged 

constructively in negotiations and has been able to share 

its existing expertise in many areas. The Government 

welcomes the proposed General Approach, which is 

satisfactory. 

The Council is expected to reach a partial General 

Approach on a proposed Regulation on the Connecting 

Europe Facility. The proposal will move into the next 

Multiannual Financial Framework with broadly the same 

funding allocation for transport as the current MFF. The 

Government supports the value that a well-managed 

funding programme like the Connecting Europe Facility 

can bring to transport infrastructure. However, the 

Regulation will take effect after the UK has left the EU, 

and the Government is still considering its position on 

future involvement in the programme. 

There will be a Progress Report on a proposal from the 

third tranche of the ‘Mobility Package’ on the proposed 

Regulation on streamlining measures for the realisation of 

the trans-European transport network (TEN-T). The 
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proposal sets out requirements for the administrative 

procedures to be followed by the competent authorities in 

Member States in providing approval for projects of 

common interest on the TEN-T Core Network. 

There will be a Progress Report on a proposal from the 

second tranche of the ‘Mobility Package’ to amend the 

Directive on the promotion of clean and energy-efficient 

road transport vehicles. The Directive looks to drive the 

uptake of clean vehicles, including cars, and light and 

heavy duty vehicles (including vans, trucks and buses). 

There will also be a Progress Report on a proposal from 

the third tranche of the ‘Mobility Package’ for a 

Regulation on electronic freight transport information. 

This Regulation is designed to correct a perceived lack of 

standardisation of acceptance by Member States of 

electronic freight documents. 

The Council will be asked to agree conclusions, which 

the UK supports, on the potential of Inland Waterway 

Transport as an environment-friendly transport mode, 

offering existing capacity to alleviate congestion on roads. 

Finally, under Any Other Business, the Presidency will 

provide information on other current legislative proposals. 

Additionally, it will report back on the Informal Meeting 

of Transport and Environment Ministers that took place in 

Graz on the 29-30 October 2018, followed by an update 

on ASEAN Negotiations. The Luxembourg delegation 

will present information on the Social Agenda in 

Aviation. The Commission will supply information on 

Sustainable Transport Infrastructure Charging and 

Internalisation of Transport externalities, and finally, the 

Romanian delegation will provide information on the 

Work programme of their forthcoming Presidency of the 

Council of the European Union. 

Exiting the European Union: Publications 

[HLWS1101] 

Lord Keen of Elie: My Right Honourable Friend, the 

Attorney General, Geoffrey Cox, has made the following 

written statement: 

Today I am laying before Parliament the following 

document: 

● EU Exit: Legal position on the Withdrawal 

Agreement. 

This document sets out the Government's legal position 

on the proposed Withdrawal Agreement and provides a 

legal commentary, covering each Part of the Withdrawal 

Agreement and the three Protocols. 

I will make an oral statement to the House later today. 

Pensions Dashboards Feasibility Report and 

Consultation 

[HLWS1102] 

Baroness Buscombe: My honourable Friend the 

Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for Pensions & 

Financial Inclusion (Guy Opperman MP) has made the 

following Written Statement. 

Pensions dashboards will give consumers information 

about their pensions savings from multiple sources 

through an online service. Consumers will be empowered 

by the presentation of information, helping them to 

engage with their pensions savings. It will support 

informed decisions and prepare the consumer for the 

transition between working age and retirement. 

Conscious of the complexity of this project, my 

department has undertaken an extensive study of the 

elements required of pensions dashboards. The 

government believes that dashboards will deliver for 

savers, and today we have published the feasibility report 

so starting the process of consultation. 

It is my firm belief that industry is best placed to 

finance and deliver this project and to create a technical 

dashboard infrastructure. This will advance a range of 

dashboard options. 

The Government has listened to views that suggest 

compulsion is needed to maximise pension scheme 

participation in a reasonable timeframe. We propose to 

act to deliver this legislation, when parliamentary time 

allows, and following the creation of a robust delivery 

model with the appropriate governance. It is not our 

proposal to compel all schemes to provide data – we have 

outlined limited exemptions. We will work with the 

regulators and industry to help ensure responsibilities to 

protect consumers are upheld, whilst ensuring the 

safeguarding of consumer data. 

We have met with the Chair and the Chief Executive of 

the Single Financial Guidance Body. We believe that this 

body is ideally suited to oversee the industry delivery 

group. It will bring together industry representatives, 

FinTech and consumer organisations to ensure successful 

implementation. We propose that a non-commercial 

dashboard, hosted by the Single Financial Guidance 

Body, will offer an impartial service to those for whom 

there is not a commercial offering. 

It is a continued priority of this government, with the 

support of the pensions, financial services and consumer 

community, to restructure the UK’s pension savings 

culture against the backdrop of a new generation of 

savers. Dashboards will build upon the successful 

introduction of Automatic Enrolment, which has led to 

almost 10 million people either newly saving or saving 

more towards their retirement. 

We are confident that the ‘Working together for the 

consumer’ document, published today, demonstrates the 

government’s and the department’s strong and sincere 

belief that pension dashboards have great potential to 

transform the pensions landscape for the consumer’s 

benefit. We look forward to receiving your feedback and 

proposals as to how government can best facilitate an 

industry-led delivery of this online service. 

For ease of reference, I shall deposit a copy of the 

feasibility report and a related fact sheet in both libraries 

of the Houses of Parliament. 
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Prime Minister's Trade Envoy to Argentina 

[HLWS1098] 

Baroness Fairhead: My Right honourable Friend the 

Secretary of State for International Trade and President of 

the Board of Trade has today made the following 

statement. 

The Prime Minister has appointed Mark Menzies MP as 

the Prime Minister’s Trade Envoy to Argentina. This 

extends Mark’s current portfolio as Trade Envoy to Chile, 

Colombia and Peru. This appointment increases the 

number of markets covered by the Programme to 64, as 

we look to deepen our relationships across the globe. The 

Prime Minister’s Trade Envoy programme is an unpaid 

and voluntary cross-party network, who support the UK’s 

ambitious trade and investment agenda in global markets. 

UK WTO Membership 

[HLWS1099] 

Baroness Fairhead: My Rt honourable Friend the 

Secretary of State for International Trade and President of 

the Board of Trade has today made the following 

statement. 

I have previously informed the House that in order to 

fulfil our obligations at the World Trade Organisation 

(WTO) as we leave the European Union we will prepare 

UK-specific schedules of concessions and commitments. 

On 19 July I informed the House of the start of the 

process for certification of the UK schedule for goods. I 

have today sent to the secretariat of the WTO the UK 

schedule for services and I will place a copy in the library. 

This schedule replicates, as far as possible, our current 

obligations at the WTO. We see this as a technical 

exercise for which the WTO’s procedures for 

rectifications or improvements to schedules provide the 

appropriate legal mechanism. These procedures include a 

period for WTO members to raise objections to the 

proposed schedule, and it is usual for some of them to do 

so. If objections are raised, we will continue to work with 

WTO members to resolve any concerns and see the 

objections withdrawn. The UK can continue to trade on 

current terms on an uncertified schedule, with no impact 

on trade flows, as is the case for other countries trading on 

uncertified schedules. 

Presenting our own UK Schedules at the WTO is a 

necessary part of our leaving the EU. It does not in any 

way prejudge the outcome of the eventual UK-EU trading 

arrangements.  
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Written Answers 
Monday, 3 December 2018 

Academies 

Asked by Lord German 

To ask Her Majesty's Government how many state 

funded primary and secondary schools in England are 

(1) academies, and (2) not academies. [HL11610] 

Lord Agnew of Oulton: The number of state funded 

primary and secondary schools in England as at 20 

November 2018 is given below: 

State funded schools in England: 

 Primary [1],[2] Secondary[1][2][3] 

Academy [4] 5,254 2,521 

Not Academy [5] 11,517 872 

Total 16,771 3,393 

Source: Get Information about Schools, the register of 

schools and colleges in England. 

[1] Includes middle schools as deemed. 

[2] Excludes special schools, alternative provision 

schools and pupil referral units, which do not have a 

phase of education. 

[3] Includes all through schools. 

[4] Includes academies, Free Schools and University 

Technical Colleges. 

[5] Includes Community schools, Foundation schools, 

Voluntary Aided schools and Voluntary Controlled 

schools. 

Arts: Apprentices 

Asked by Lord Foster of Bath 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment 

they have made of any benefits of bringing the creative 

industries’ current voluntary training and skills levy 

within the scope of the Apprenticeship Levy. 

[HL11563] 

Asked by Lord Foster of Bath 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what steps they 

have taken to monitor the impact of the Apprenticeship 

Levy on the creative industries sector; and what 

assessment they have made of the impact of the Levy 

compared to other types of employer investment. 

[HL11564] 

Lord Agnew of Oulton: The creative industry 

voluntary training levies, managed by ScreenSkills, and 

the apprenticeships levy cover different things. Therefore, 

it would be inappropriate to bring the creative industries’ 

current voluntary levy into the scope of the apprenticeship 

levy. 

The apprenticeship levy is specifically used to fund 

high quality apprenticeship training and end-point 

assessment across all sectors. The creative industry 

voluntary levies can be spent on a wide range of specialist 

training, including help with associated costs such as 

travel, accommodation and childcare. The voluntary 

levies operate across film, high-end television, animation 

and children’s television as part of the tax incentive 

regime for these sectors. 

The apprenticeship levy only affects around 2% of 

employers and the majority of the creative sector do not 

pay it. Instead, they can benefit from government 

investment covering at least 90% of training costs. This 

will rise to 95% in 2019. 

Asked by Lord Foster of Bath 

To ask Her Majesty's Government how many 

apprenticeship starts there have been in the creative 

industries since April 2017. [HL11565] 

Lord Agnew of Oulton: There is no definition of 

apprenticeships that are in the creative industries. 

The table below shows apprenticeship starts in the Arts, 

Media and Publishing sector subject area, along with 

further subject area breakdowns since April 2017, and 

includes starts up to the provisional full 2017/18 academic 

year. 

Apprenticeship starts since April 2017 in the Arts, 

Media and Publishing sector subject area 

Apprenticeship starts since April 2017 (reported to date) 

Total starts in Arts, Media and Publishing sector 

subject area 

1,080 

of which Crafts, Creative Arts and Design 440 

of which Media and Communication 630 

of which Performing Arts - 

of which Publishing and Information Services 20 

Notes 

1) Data is based on full final year figures for the 

2016/17 academic year and provisional full 2017/18 

academic year figures (August 2018 to July 2018). Starts 

for 2016/17 only include those for April to July 2017. 

2) Figures have been rounded to the nearest 10. ‘-’ 

indicates a value of less than 5 starts. 

3) The data source is the Individualised Learner Record 

4) This data is published here: 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/upl

oads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/750454/Monthl

y-apprenticeship-starts_SSA-Fwk-Std_October-

2018.xlsx. 

Asia Bibi 

Asked by The Lord Bishop of Coventry 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what 

representations they have received from the family of 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2018-11-20/HL11610
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Asia Bibi that they be granted asylum in the UK. 

[HL11558] 

Baroness Williams of Trafford: As the Prime Minister 

set out on 14 November, the release of Asia Bibi will be 

very welcome news to her family and to all those who 

have campaigned in Pakistan and around the world for her 

release. We welcome the assurances the Government of 

Pakistan has given on keeping her and her family safe and 

it is important that all countries seek to uphold the rule of 

law and afford security and protection for the rights of all 

citizens irrespective of faith or belief. 

It is a longstanding Government policy not to comment 

on individual cases. In accordance with our duty of 

confidentiality, we cannot confirm whether an asylum 

claim has been received or the outcome of such a request. 

Departing from this policy may put individuals and their 

family members in danger. 

Asked by The Lord Bishop of Coventry 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what 

representations they have made to the government of 

Pakistan (1) to uphold the decision by Pakistan’s 

Supreme Court to acquit Asia Bibi, and (2) that she be 

removed from any Exit Control List. [HL11559] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: As the Prime Minister 

stated in Parliament on 14 November, the British 

Government's primary concern is for the safety and 

security of Asia Bibi and her family. We want to see a 

swift resolution of the situation. Prime Minister Imran 

Khan has made clear publicly his support for the Supreme 

Court of Pakistan and promised to uphold the rule of law, 

while providing continued protection for Asia Bibi. 

Pakistan's Foreign Minister has publicly confirmed that 

Asia Bibi will remain under the protection of the Pakistan 

government until the legal review process has concluded. 

Asylum: Pakistan 

Asked by The Lord Bishop of Coventry 

To ask Her Majesty's Government how many 

applications for asylum from Pakistan on grounds of 

religious persecution they received in the years ending 

(1) June 2015, (2) June 2016, (3) June 2017, and (4) 

June 2018; and of those, how many applications were 

granted in each year. [HL11560] 

Baroness Williams of Trafford: All asylum claims 

lodged in the UK are carefully considered on their 

individual merits against a background of relevant case 

law and up to date country information. We ensure that 

claimants are given every opportunity to disclose 

information relevant to their claim under a Convention 

reason as set out in the 1951 Refugee Convention. 

The data required to answer the question is not recorded 

in a way that can be reported on accurately. The Home 

Office does not electronically record the Convention 

reason on which an individual claims asylum and so we 

cannot identify how many asylum claimants, from a 

specific country, have been granted asylum due to a claim 

made on the grounds of religious persecution. 

However, the Home Office publishes figures on the 

outcome of all asylum claims, which can be broken down 

by nationality, in the Immigration Statistics release. The 

breakdown is as follows: 

Year ending  Jun-15 Jun-16 Jun-17 Jun-18 

Applications 
from 

Pakistani 

nationals 

2313 3000 2598 2313 

Grants of 

Pakistani 
nationals; 

Including 

Humanitarian 
Protection, 

Discretionary 

leave, 
Exceptional 

Leave and 

other grants 
of Leave 

outside the 

Rules. 

610 300 295 294 

Grants of 

Asylum of 

Pakistani 
nationals 

568 288 277 269 

Bahrain: Detainees 

Asked by Lord Scriven 

To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to the 

Written Answers by Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon on 26 

July 2017 (HL844 and HL845), 8 January (HL4425 and 

HL4427), 8 May (HL7180 and HL7183), 11 May 

(HL7811), 18 June (HL8316), 25 June (HL8576 and 

HL8577), 4 July (HL8871), 25 July (HL9605), 23 

October (HL10580, HL10581, HL10582, HL10583, 

HL10584, and HL10585), and 5 November (HL10908, 

HL10909, HL10910, and HL10961), what assessment 

they have made of the UN Committee against Torture’s 

concluding remarks on the second and third periodic 

reports of Bahrain, published on 29 May 2017, and its 

concerns that the Bahraini bodies to which people may 

file complaints about torture or ill-treatment are “not 

independent”, have “little or no effect”, and provide 

“negligible information regarding the outcome of their 

activities”; and, in the light of those concerns, why they 

“encourage those with concerns about treatment in 

detention to report these to the relevant human rights 

oversight bodies”. [HL11586] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: We believe that the 

oversight bodies in Bahrain, including the Ministry of 

Interior Ombudsman, are structured so that they are able 

to operate independently from the organisations that they 

oversee. While these bodies still have more to do, they 

have already demonstrated their abilities including 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2018-11-19/HL11558
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through the prosecution of more than 70 police officers 

accused of human rights abuses. 

Banks: Closures 

Asked by Lord Taylor of Warwick 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment 

they have made of bank branch closures on the financial 

well-being of the elderly. [HL11590] 

Lord Bates: The Treasury does not make assessments 

of bank branch closures, including the impact on the 

financial well-being of the elderly, as this is a commercial 

matter for banks. However, the Government believes it is 

important the impact of branch closures on communities 

is understood, considered and mitigated where possible. 

That’s why the Government supports the industry’s 

Access to Banking Standard which helps customers to 

understand the options they have locally to continue to 

access banking services, including specialist assistance 

for customers who need more help, which may include 

the elderly. 

The Government also considers it important that all 

customers, wherever they live and especially those who 

are vulnerable, can still access over the counter banking 

services. The Post Office’s Banking Framework 

Agreement enables 99% of banks’ personal customers to 

carry out their everyday banking at a Post Office counter 

via its network of 11,500 branches. The Government 

believes it is essential that more customers are aware of 

these useful services. This is why we asked UK Finance 

and the Post Office to create a 5-point action plan to 

increase publicity of Post Office banking services and 

ensure more customers can benefit from them. 

Bovine Tuberculosis Strategy Review 

Asked by Baroness Parminter 

To ask Her Majesty's Government when they will 

publish their response to the Bovine TB Strategy 

Review, published in October. [HL11676] 

Lord Gardiner of Kimble: As set out in my written 

statement of 13 November 2018 (HLWS1048) the 

Government will consider the Review recommendations 

carefully and a formal response will be published in due 

course. 

Brexit 

Asked by Lord Truscott 

To ask Her Majesty's Government whether the UK 

will leave the EU on 29 March 2019 regardless of 

whether there is a withdrawal deal. [HL11681] 

Lord Callanan: The United Kingdom will leave the 

European Union on 29 March 2019. EU leaders have now 

endorsed the Withdrawal Agreement and Political 

Declaration on the future relationship between the UK 

and EU. This is a deal that works for the entirety of the 

UK. It takes back control of our laws, borders and money 

and it sets out a clear vision for the UK’s future 

relationship with the EU. 

We will put the final deal to Parliament and MPs will 

have to decide whether to back or reject it. 

British Nationality: Children 

Asked by Baroness Lister of Burtersett 

To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to the 

Written Answer by Baroness Williams of Trafford on 6 

November (HL10945), whether they will now answer 

the question previously asked, namely how many 

children have had their applications for British 

citizenship denied because they failed the good 

character test in each of the last five years for which 

information is available. [HL11505] 

Baroness Williams of Trafford: I refer the Baroness 

to my previous answer. 

The information which is now available indicates there 

were a total of 255 refusals of applications for British 

citizenship on character grounds under Section 41A of the 

British Nationality Act 1981 for minors and young 

persons (aged 10 to 18) in the period 2013 to 2017. 

A table giving the breakdown by calendar year is given 

below 

Refusals of applications from minors for British citizenship on 

grounds that the applicant was 'Not of good character' 

Year of decision Refusals of registration for 

applicants aged 10 to 18 years 

under section 41A of the British 
Nationality Act 1981 

2013 78 

2014 44 

2015 39 

2016 59 

2017 35 

Source: Home Office Migration Statistics Immigration Statistics 

year to March 2018. Subset of 'Not of good character' in table 
cz_09. 

Age is calculated as at date of decision. 

We consider it appropriate to apply to minors the same 

criminality thresholds in the good character test that are 

applied to adults, and there are no current plans to review 

this. 

10 and over is in line with the age of criminal 

responsibility. 

British Nationals Abroad: Italy 

Asked by Lord Jones of Cheltenham 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what arrangements 

they are making for UK citizens to be able to retire to 

Italy after the UK has left the European Union; and 
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what advice, if any, they provide to those who wish to 

do so. [HL11577] 

Baroness Buscombe: The Agreement and Political 

declaration on future relations with the EU marks a 

significant step forward regarding the UK’s relationship 

with the EU after we exit the European Union. We have 

agreed in principle the terms of the UK’s smooth and 

orderly exit from the EU, as set out in the Withdrawal 

Agreement. We have also agreed the broad terms of our 

future relationship as set out in the outline Political 

Declaration which includes defined elements of social 

security coordination. 

Burma: Humanitarian Aid 

Asked by Lord Alton of Liverpool 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment 

they have made of the practice of using informal border 

crossings between China and Myanmar for 

humanitarian purposes. [HL11599] 

Lord Bates: The Department for International 

Development has not directly assessed the practice of 

informal border crossings for humanitarian purposes. The 

UK funds humanitarian support in Kachin and Shan 

States (£6.1 million in financial year 2017/18). We also 

continue to press the Burmese authorities for improved 

access for international groups to Kachin and Shan States 

at all opportunities. 

Central African Republic: Armed Conflict 

Asked by Lord Alton of Liverpool 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what 

representations they have made to the government of 

the Central African Republic about the killing of 42 

refugees and the murder of two priests in the compound 

of the Alindao Diocese Cathedral, on 15 November. 

[HL11539] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: We are deeply 

concerned by the increase in violence in Central African 

Republic (CAR) over the past seven days. I strongly 

condemn sectarian attacks, provocations and incitement to 

violence against civilians, refugees and military personnel 

on the ground. 

The UK is committed to working with international 

organisations such as the UN and EU to ensure an 

effective response to the ongoing security and 

humanitarian crises. I met with President Touadera in 

September at the UN General Assembly and I expressed 

the UK's strong support for stabilising CAR. 

Copyright: EU Law 

Asked by Lord Jones of Cheltenham 

To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they 

intend to support the inclusion in the EU Directive on 

Copyright in the Digital Single Market provisions to 

ensure that creators receive fair remuneration for the 

use of their works. [HL11621] 

Lord Henley: The Government has considered the 

provisions on fair remuneration in the EU Directive on 

Copyright in the Digital Single Market, which is still 

under negotiation. We support the principle that creators 

should be fairly rewarded for their work, but also want to 

ensure that these measures do not undermine incentives to 

invest in the creation of new content. 

Czech Republic: British Nationals Abroad 

Asked by Lord Jones of Cheltenham 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what arrangements 

they are making for UK citizens to be able to get 

married in the Czech Republic after the UK has left the 

European Union; and what advice, if any, they provide 

to those who wish to do so. [HL11574] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: UK nationals will be 

able to continue to get married in the Czech Republic 

after the UK leaves the EU, as arrangements are in place 

for both EU and non-EU nationals to do so now. The 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office (FCO) is committed 

to ensuring that clear and accessible information is 

available for UK nationals living, working and travelling 

overseas, including in the EU. UK nationals in the Czech 

Republic should visit the 'UK nationals in the EU' page 

and Living in the Czech Republic Guides on gov.uk, and 

follow the Embassy social media channels for the latest 

information on the UK's withdrawal from the EU. The 

FCO provides advice to those considering getting married 

overseas on the 'Getting Married Abroad' pages on 

gov.uk. 

Dementia and Parkinson's Disease 

Asked by Lord Alton of Liverpool 

To ask Her Majesty's Government how much they 

spent in total in providing medical treatment, social 

support, and financial assistance for sufferers of 

Alzheimer's, dementia, Parkinson's, and other related 

conditions, in the last year for which figures are 

available. [HL11540] 

Asked by Lord Alton of Liverpool 

To ask Her Majesty's Government how much they 

spent in total in supporting direct research into finding 

effective treatments for the eradication of Alzheimer's, 

dementia, Parkinson's, and other related conditions, in 

the last year for which figures are available. [HL11541] 

Lord O'Shaughnessy: Data on the total spent by 

Government on providing medical treatment, social 

support and financial assistance for people with 

Alzheimer’s disease, dementia, Parkinson’s or other 

related conditions is not collected or reported centrally. 

In the Challenge on Dementia 2020, the Government 

committed to double spending on dementia research to 

£300 million between 2015 and 2020. This is equivalent 
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to around £60 million per annum and we are on track to 

meet this pledge. In 2017/18 the Government spent £82.5 

million on dementia research. Much of the investment is 

for research to better understand the nature of dementia, 

to inform development of future treatments and find ways 

to prevent the onset of the condition. 

The following table shows Government spending on 

dementia research through the National Institute for 

Health Research (NIHR), Medical Research Council 

(MRC) and Economic and Social Research Council 

(ESRC). 

£000s NIHR MRC ESRC Total 

2009-10 12,678 14,800 800 28,245 

2010-11 18,612 16,800 1,400 36,456 

2011-12 25,087 17,700 1,200 43,769 

2012-13 25,556 25,300 2,500 52,249 

2013-14 27,175 32,553 2,303 60,187 

2014-15 31,483 23,968 3,333 58,373 

2015-16 37,622 56,753 2,961 96,396 

2016-17 44,623 36,000 2,490 83,113 

2017-18 42,987 36,300 3,241 82,528 

Asked by Lord Alton of Liverpool 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what steps they 

have taken to form strategic global alliances with other 

governments, charitable organisations, and private 

companies to combine all available resources in finding 

effective treatments for the eradication of Alzheimer's, 

dementia, Parkinson's, and other related conditions. 

[HL11542] 

Lord O'Shaughnessy: Dementia remains a global 

challenge that we are committed to tackle in partnership 

with governments and organisations across the world. 

Following the first G8 Dementia Summit in December 

2013, the United Kingdom has been leading international 

efforts to fight dementia and working with international 

partners such as the World Health Organization (WHO), 

the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and 

Development, the World Dementia Council and countries 

within the G7, European Union and beyond, to that end. 

In May 2017, the Government committed to support the 

WHO Global Plan of Action on Dementia, during the 

World Health Assembly. 

The UK is also part of ‘Act on Dementia’, a three-year 

European Union Joint Action to promote collaboration 

between members. As part of this work, the UK is leading 

a work package to support the development of dementia 

friendly communities across Europe. 

The Department co-founded the international Dementia 

Discovery Fund, the largest venture fund in the world 

focussed on funding research for a single disease area. 

Domestic Violence 

Asked by Baroness Afshar 

To ask Her Majesty's Government whether their 

planned domestic abuse legislation will consider and 

provide for domestic abuse in communities where men 

assume that abuse is sanctioned by their faith. 

[HL11538] 

Baroness Williams of Trafford: The Government is 

clear that domestic abuse is a crime irrespective of 

whether that abuse is claimed to be sanctioned by faith. 

We will be publishing a response to our public 

consultation on domestic abuse, together with a draft 

Domestic Abuse Bill, later this Parliamentary session. 

The draft Bill will clearly define the types of behaviours 

that comprise domestic abuse be they controlling, 

coercive, threatening or violent and recognise that abuse 

can encompass psychological, physical, sexual, economic 

and emotional harms. 

Asked by Baroness Finlay of Llandaff 

To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they will 

include abuse by coercive control in their proposed 

legislation on domestic abuse. [HL11561] 

Baroness Williams of Trafford: The previous 

Government created a ground-breaking new offence of 

controlling or coercive behaviour in an intimate or family 

relationship which came into force in December 2015 to 

recognise the patterns of manipulation and control that 

characterise domestic abuse. Since then we have seen 294 

successful convictions and the number of prosecutions 

increased threefold in 2017. 

As part of the Government’s domestic abuse 

consultation earlier this year, we asked whether further 

action should be taken to strengthen the offence. We will 

be publishing a response to the consultation, together with 

a draft Domestic Abuse Bill, later this Parliamentary 

session. 

Electricity Generation 

Asked by Lord Taylor of Warwick 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment 

they have made of the impact on electricity prices of the 

suspension of the Capacity Market. [HL11589] 

Lord Henley: The Government is committed to 

delivering secure electricity at least possible cost to 

consumers. National Grid have confirmed that they do not 

believe the suspension of the Capacity Market will cause 

any risk to security of supply this winter. 

The Department regularly monitors wholesale 

electricity prices and there has been no discernible impact 

on forward prices as a result of the suspension of the 

Capacity Market. 
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Energy: Housing 

Asked by Baroness Jones of Whitchurch 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what incentives 

they are providing to encourage home owners to retrofit 

energy saving installations in their homes to lower 

carbon emissions. [HL11626] 

Lord Henley: In the Clean Growth Strategy, we set out 

our aspiration that as many homes as possible will be 

upgraded to an Energy Performance Certificate (EPC) 

Band C by 2035, where practical, cost effective and 

affordable. To do this we have: 

i) Called for evidence on Building a Market for Energy 

Efficiency, particularly focusing on measures to 

improve the energy performance of owner-occupied 

homes. Following an evaluation of the responses, we 

will publish an action plan setting out additional, 

market-based measures to encourage homeowners to 

take up energy efficiency. 

ii) Launched six local demonstration projects, across 

the country, which will address the non-financial 

barriers to deeper retrofit, such as supply chain 

fragmentation and the high hassle costs of installing 

measures. 

iii) Launched a new digitally led Simple Energy 

Advice. The service provides impartial and tailored 

advice on how homeowners can reduce energy bills and 

make their homes warmer. 

iv) Launched a new quality mark for home energy 

improvements which will help provide consumers with 

greater confidence in the quality of installation 

measures. 

v) Announced that we would extend support for home 

energy efficiency out to 2028 at least at the current 

level of the Energy Company Obligation (ECO) 

funding. ECO is funded at £640 million per annum 

(2017 prices, rising with inflation), and we are taking 

steps to focus that scheme on those in fuel poverty. 

Foreign Students: France 

Asked by Lord Jones of Cheltenham 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what arrangements 

they are making for UK citizens to be able to study in 

France after the UK has left the European Union; and 

what advice, if any, they provide to those who wish to 

do so. [HL11572] 

Viscount Younger of Leckie: We have made clear in 

the recent political agreement (published on 14 

November) that the UK remains committed to continued 

cooperation with the EU on education. In the attached 

government white paper, ‘The future relationship between 

the United Kingdom and the European Union’[1], we also 

set out our desire to facilitate mobility for students and 

young people, enabling them to continue to benefit from 

world leading universities and the cultural experiences the 

UK and EU Member States – including France – have to 

offer. 

With the caveat that “nothing is agreed until everything 

is agreed”, in principle the UK will continue to benefit 

from all EU programmes, including Erasmus+, until the 

end of the current budget plan, and applications should 

continue as normal. The UK is also open to exploring 

participation in the successor scheme to the current 

Erasmus+ Programme. We welcome the attached 

proposals for the 2021-2027 successor scheme to 

Erasmus+ (published on 30 May), and are considering 

these carefully; we will continue to participate in 

discussions on these proposals while we remain in the 

EU. Ultimately, UK participation in the successor 

programme is a matter for negotiations on our future 

relationship with the EU. 

[1] The white paper can be found via this link: 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploa

ds/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/725288/The_futur

e_relationship_between_the_United_Kingdom_and_the_

European_Union.pdf. 

The Answer includes the following attached material: 

HL11572_Proposal_to_Establish_Erasmus 

[HL11572_EC_Proposal_to_Establish_Erasmus.pdf] 

HL11572_The_future_relationship_between_UK_and_EU 

[HL11572_The_future_relationship_between_the_United_Kingdo

m_and_the_European_Union.pdf] 

The material can be viewed online at: 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-

answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2018-11-19/HL11572 

Gambling: Advertising 

Asked by Lord Chadlington 

To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they have 

made an assessment of the impact a ban on gambling 

advertising on television would have on the number of 

problem gamblers in the UK; if so, what effect they 

estimate such a ban would have on that number; and 

what studies, if any, they have carried out to make such 

an estimate. [HL11605] 

Lord Ashton of Hyde: The Government considered the 

evidence on gambling advertising as part of the Review of 

Gaming Machines and Social Responsibility Measures. 

The review found that although the number of gambling 

adverts on TV rose from 2007, reported rates of problem 

gambling remained below 1% during this period. The 

most recent survey estimated the number of adult problem 

gamblers in Great Britain as approximately 340,000, 0.7% 

of the adult population. A major research survey 

concluded that the impact of advertising on problem 

gambling prevalence is likely to be relatively small, but 

identified areas for further research. 

There are already strict rules on the tone, content and 

placement of gambling adverts, and while the Review did 

not conclude there was a case for a ban, it set out 

measures to strengthen protections further. Further 
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research has been commissioned by GambleAware into 

the impact of gambling advertising on children, young 

people and those vulnerable to harm. This is due to be 

completed next year. We will keep these issues under 

review including examining new evidence as it emerges. 

Global Compact for Safe, Orderly and 

Regular Migration 

Asked by Lord Green of Deddington 

To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to the 

speech by the Prime Minister to the UN General 

Assembly in 2017, what assessment they have made of 

the extent to which the Global Compact for Safe 

Orderly and Regular Migration reflects UK policies on 

(1) the right of states to control their borders, (2) the 

need to distinguish between refugees and economic 

migrants, and (3) whether refugees should seek asylum 

in the first safe country they reach. [HL11566] 

Baroness Williams of Trafford: The Global Compact 

for Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration is a legally non-

binding document which will complement existing legal 

frameworks and foster stronger international cooperation 

on migration – which is a shared, global issue. 

Alongside the Global Compact for Refugees, it will 

support the UK’s 3 Global Migration Principles set out by 

the Prime Minister at UN General Assembly in 2016, 

namely: to acknowledge the right of countries to control 

their borders; to improve how we distinguish between 

refugees and economic migrants; and to ensure refugees 

claim asylum in the first safe country they reach. 

The UK welcomes the explicit commitment in the 

Compact for states to uphold their national sovereignty 

and continue to set domestic migration policy. We will 

therefore continue to control our borders and prevent 

irregular migration to the UK. 

By negotiating separate and distinct Global Compacts 

on Migration and Refugees we have helped strengthen 

international recognition of the distinction between the 

two, which will help ensure support is targeted to those in 

need and migration is better managed. The Global 

Compact for Refugees supports the Prime Minister’s 

principle that refugees should seek asylum in the first safe 

country they reach by promoting greater support to 

hosting countries to protect and support refugees. 

In Vitro Fertilisation: Drugs 

Asked by Lord Alton of Liverpool 

To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to the 

Written Answers by Lord O’Shaughnessy on 15 

November (HL11187 and HL11188), what data are 

recorded by the Medicines and Healthcare products 

Regulatory Agency’s pharmacovigilance work and the 

Yellow Card Scheme regarding drugs and dosages 

administered to women during IVF treatment and early 

pregnancy; to what extent this includes off-label drugs 

in order to monitor their long-term effects on women 

undergoing IVF treatment; how this compares to the 

collection of such data in other countries; and why the 

Human Fertilisation and Embryology Authority has no 

plans to establish a central database to monitor the long-

term health implications of the medicines administered 

to women during IVF. [HL11600] 

Lord O'Shaughnessy: The Medicines and Healthcare 

products Regulatory Agency (MHRA) continuously 

monitors all reports of suspected adverse drug reactions 

(ADRs) via the Yellow Card Scheme, including those 

reported in association with use for assisted reproduction 

such as in vitro fertilisation (IVF). These include reports 

of licensed and off-label use of medicines to suppress the 

natural menstrual cycle, medicines to prepare and 

stimulate the ovaries for ovulation, medicines at the time 

of egg collection and embryo transfer and medicines used 

to support the placenta during early pregnancy. The doses 

of each medicine used are set out in the product 

information of licensed medicines and are considered as 

part of the evaluation process when a potential safety 

concern is reviewed. A suspected ADR may be reported 

at any time after the medicine has been taken. 

European Union legislation requires Member States to 

provide spontaneous reporting systems for ADRs to 

medicines. Such systems are widely used internationally 

for collection of suspected adverse reactions. 

Data from the register of patients and treatments, 

maintained by the Human Fertilisation and Embryology 

Authority (HFEA), is already used for research on the 

long-term health implications of medicines administered 

during IVF. Among the research projects that have been 

conducted using HFEA register data are studies that 

looked at the cancer risk for women undergoing fertility 

treatment and children born as a result of assisted 

reproduction. 

Insolvency 

Asked by Baroness Burt of Solihull 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment 

they have made of the impact of the announcement in 

the 2018 Budget of making HMRC a secondary 

preferential creditor in insolvency on (1) secured 

creditors, (2) floating charge holders, and (3) unsecured 

creditors such as pension funds and small businesses. 

[HL11553] 

Asked by Baroness Burt of Solihull 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment 

they have made of the impact on lending to UK 

businesses of the announcement in the 2018 Budget of 

making HMRC a secondary preferential creditor in 

insolvency. [HL11554] 

Asked by Baroness Burt of Solihull 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what economic 

analysis they used to support the decision in the 2018 

Budget to make HMRC a secondary preferential 

creditor in insolvency. [HL11555] 
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Lord Bates: The government does not expect this 

reform to significantly impact access to finance or the 

cost of borrowing. 

The independent OBR did not make any adjustments to 

their economic forecast in regard to this measure. 

At Budget 2018, the Government published the 

following assessment: 

Type of 

Creditor 

Explanation and 

Examples 

Current 

Average 

Percentage 
of Debt 

Recovered 

in 
Insolvency 

New Average 

Percentage 

of Debt 
Recovered in 

Insolvency 

1. Fixed 

charge secured 

creditors 

Lenders to whom 

the business 

granted security, 

primarily financial 
institutions. When a 

fixed charge is 

provided, the 
company loses the 

right to sell or trade 

the item. These 
assets tend to be 

fundamental to the 

business; for 
example, 

machinery, 

property or 
vehicles. 

36% 36% 

(unchanged) 

2. Insolvency 

practitioners 

Fees for overseeing 

the process. 

As charged As charged 

3. Preferential 
Creditors 

Claims by the 
Redundancy 

Payment Service 
(RPS) and 

Financial Services 

Compensation 
Scheme (FSCS) on 

behalf of 

employees and 
customers (to 

statutory limits); 

and from 2020, 
HMRC will be a 

secondary 

preferential creditor 
(below the RPS and 

FSCS) for Value-

Added Tax, 
Employee National 

Insurance 

contributions, Pay-
As-You-Earn 

Income Tax and 

Construction 
Industry Scheme 

Deductions. 

83% 83% 
(unchanged) 

for existing 
preferential 

creditors; 

14% for 
HMRC 

4. Floating 

charge secured 

creditors 

Lenders for whom 

the company is not 

granted security, 
primarily financial 

institutions. This 

tends t be the case 
in relation to assets 

that are not fixed; 

for example, stocks, 
raw materials, 

36% Less than 

36% 

fixtures and fittings 

or cash. 

5. Unsecured 

creditors 

All remaining 

creditors, including 

HMRC debts levied 
directly on 

businesses; and 

debts owed to 
suppliers, 

contractors, 

landlords and 
customers. 

4% Less than 4% 

6. Shareholder Only get paid if all 
the above creditors 

are paid in full. 

N/A N/A 

Israel: Gaza 

Asked by Baroness Tonge 

To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they 

intend to (1) make representations to the government of 

Israel, and (2) take other steps, to ensure the safety of 

people in Gaza (a) from incursions by the Israel 

Defense Forces, and (b) when protesting peacefully at 

border fences. [HL11592] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: The UK is very 

concerned at the high numbers of Palestinians killed and 

injured by Israel Defence Forces (IDF) in the West Bank 

and Gaza. We have raised the issue with the Israeli 

authorities, encouraging them to carry out transparent 

investigations into whether the use of live fire had been 

appropriate. The UK has repeatedly made clear to Israel 

our longstanding concerns about the manner in which the 

IDF police protests, including use of live ammunition. We 

will continue to do so. 

Asked by Baroness Tonge 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what 

representations they have made to the government of 

Israel about the (1) reduction of the permissible fishing 

zone off the coast of Gaza, and (2) the reports of shots 

fired at fishermen outside the zone. [HL11593] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: We regularly raise with 

the Government of Israel on Gaza the urgent need to ease 

all access and movement restrictions including fishing 

limits. This would help to restore the fishing industry. We 

are concerned by all acts of violence in Gaza, including in 

the fishing areas. All sides have a responsibility to protect 

civilians. 

Asked by Baroness Tonge 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment 

they have made of (1) the current status of Gaza, (2) the 

control which Israel exerts over it, and (3) Israel’s 

obligations towards civilians living there. [HL11594] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: We consider that the 

level of control that Israel retains over the Gaza strip 

amounts to occupation under international law and hence 

Israel's presence is governed by the provisions of the 
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Fourth Geneva Conventions of 1949, to which Israel is a 

state party. The UK is closely monitoring the situation in 

Gaza. We remain deeply concerned about restrictions on 

movement and access in Gaza, and the impact that these 

have on the humanitarian situation. We have frequent 

discussions with the Government of Israel about the need 

to ease restrictions on Gaza. 

Asked by Baroness Tonge 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment 

have they made of Israel’s refusal to allow students 

from Gaza to study at West Bank universities. 

[HL11595] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: We consistently urge 

Israel to ease movement and access restrictions across the 

Occupied Palestinian Territories, not least because of the 

impact that the restrictions have on continuity of 

education. 

Israel: Palestinians 

Asked by Baroness Tonge 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment 

they have made of the ruling on 26 August by the 

Israeli High Court that seven women previously denied 

entry to Israel for medical treatment on the grounds that 

they were relatives of Hamas operatives must be 

allowed entry; and what discussions have they had with 

the government of Israel about whether this ruling 

could be applied to others. [HL11596] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: We are aware that the 

Israeli Supreme Court ordered the State to allow five 

medical patients to travel from Gaza to Israel in order to 

receive treatment for cancer. More generally the Court 

also ruled that the Israeli Security Cabinet’s 2017 decision 

to deny Gazan patients access to medical treatment as a 

means of leverage over Hamas was ineffective and illegal. 

We remain deeply concerned about restrictions on 

movement and access in Gaza, and the impact that this is 

having on the humanitarian situation. Our Embassy in Tel 

Aviv regularly raises the matter of medical permits with 

the Israeli authorities and supports a project aimed at 

improving health in Gaza through facilitating exit permits 

and medical delegations to Gaza. 

Asked by Baroness Tonge 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what 

representations they have made to the government of 

Israel about the destruction of an agricultural road 

between the town of Aqraba and Khirbst Yanoun which 

prevents access to their land for those living nearby. 

[HL11635] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: While we have not made 

any representations specifically on this issue, we are 

gravely concerned by continued demolition of Palestinian 

property by the Israeli authorities. Officials from our 

Embassy in Tel Aviv repeatedly raised our concerns about 

demolitions with Israeli ministers and senior officials, and 

urged them to cease the counter-productive policy of 

demolitions, and provide a transparent route to 

construction for Palestinians in Area C. 

John Cao 

Asked by Lord Alton of Liverpool 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what action they 

are taking in response to the arrest by Chinese security 

agents on 5 March 2017 of John Cao, a Christian pastor 

and humanitarian worker, and his subsequent 

imprisonment in China. [HL11543] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: The Foreign and 

Commonwealth Office is concerned by the arrest and 

detention of John Cao and will raise his case at the next 

round of the UK/China Human Rights Dialogue. We 

remain concerned by the restrictions placed on 

Christianity and other religions in China, that include 

individuals being harassed or detained for their beliefs. 

The freedom to practise, change or share ones faith or 

belief without discrimination or violent opposition is a 

human right that all people should enjoy. We believe that 

societies which aim to guarantee freedom of religion or 

belief are more stable, prosperous and resilient against 

violent extremism. 

We are robust in raising the full range of our human 

rights concerns with the Chinese authorities. We raised 

our concerns over restriction of freedom of religion or 

belief as part of China’s Universal Periodic Review in 

November 2018, and in our 27 June 2018 statement at the 

UN Human Rights Council. 

Asked by Lord Alton of Liverpool 

To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they will 

make representations to the government of China about 

the case of John Cao, a Christian pastor and 

humanitarian worker; what evidence they are aware of 

to support the charges against him; and whether they 

will ascertain why a charge normally used to convict 

human traffickers was used in this case. [HL11544] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: The Foreign and 

Commonwealth Office is concerned by the arrest and 

detention of John Cao and will raise his case at the next 

round of the UK/China Human Rights Dialogue. We 

remain concerned by the restrictions placed on 

Christianity and other religions in China, that include 

individuals being harassed or detained for their beliefs. 

The freedom to practise, change or share ones faith or 

belief without discrimination or violent opposition is a 

human right that all people should enjoy. We believe that 

societies which aim to guarantee freedom of religion or 

belief are more stable, prosperous and resilient against 

violent extremism. 

We are robust in raising the full range of our human 

rights concerns with the Chinese authorities. We raised 

our concerns over restriction of freedom of religion or 

belief as part of China’s Universal Periodic Review in 
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November 2018, and in our 27 June 2018 statement at the 

UN Human Rights Council. 

Asked by Lord Alton of Liverpool 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment 

they have made of (1) the case of John Cao, arrested in 

Yunnan Province, China, on a charge of illegal border 

crossing, and (2) the statement by his representative, Li 

Guisheng, that Mr Cao has been “wrongfully 

convicted". [HL11597] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: We are concerned by the 

arrest and detention of John Cao and will raise his case at 

the next round of the UK/China Human Rights Dialogue. 

We remain concerned by the restrictions placed on 

Christianity and other religions in China, that include 

individuals being harassed or detained for their beliefs. 

The freedom to practise, change or share ones faith or 

belief without discrimination or violent opposition is a 

human right that all people should enjoy. We believe that 

societies which aim to guarantee freedom of religion or 

belief are more stable, prosperous and resilient against 

violent extremism. 

We are robust in raising the full range of our human 

rights concerns with the Chinese authorities. We raised 

our concerns over restriction of freedom of religion or 

belief as part of China’s Universal Periodic Review in 

November 2018, and in our 27 June 2018 statement at the 

UN Human Rights Council. 

Asked by Lord Alton of Liverpool 

To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they have 

made any representations to the government of China 

about (1) the conduct of the trial of John Cao, arrested 

in Yunnan Province, China, on a charge of illegal 

border crossing, (2) the request from his representatives 

for his appeal to be heard in a timely manner, and (3) 

his treatment in detention. [HL11598] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: We are concerned by the 

arrest and detention of John Cao and will raise his case at 

the next round of the UK/China Human Rights Dialogue. 

We remain concerned by the restrictions placed on 

Christianity and other religions in China, that include 

individuals being harassed or detained for their beliefs. 

The freedom to practise, change or share ones faith or 

belief without discrimination or violent opposition is a 

human right that all people should enjoy. We believe that 

societies which aim to guarantee freedom of religion or 

belief are more stable, prosperous and resilient against 

violent extremism. 

We are robust in raising the full range of our human 

rights concerns with the Chinese authorities. We raised 

our concerns over restriction of freedom of religion or 

belief as part of China’s Universal Periodic Review in 

November 2018, and in our 27 June 2018 statement at the 

UN Human Rights Council. 

Libya: IRA 

Asked by Lord Empey 

To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they have 

received any information from the government of Libya 

regarding the settlement of claims made by victims of 

Semtex supplied to the IRA from Libya. [HL11607] 

Asked by Lord Empey 

To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they have 

formally requested compensation for (1) the UK, and 

(2) individuals, from the government of Libya arising 

from the supply of Semtex to the IRA; and if so, when 

such a request was submitted. [HL11609] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: We want to see a just 

solution for all of the victims of IRA terrorism. We 

continue to press the Libyan authorities to engage 

constructively with victims and their representatives in 

their campaign for compensation, and to make clear the 

UK regards this issue as unresolved and that the Libyan 

Government has a responsibility to deal with the country's 

past. In August, the Secretary of State for International 

Development raised this with Libyan Prime Minister 

Serraj. In April, the Minister of State for the Middle East 

and North Africa discussed it with Prime Minister Serraj 

and the Ministers of the Interior, Justice and Foreign 

Affairs. He also discussed it with the Libyan Minister for 

Planning on 22 November. Our Ambassador to Libya 

frequently raises compensation at the highest levels of the 

Libyan Government. The violence and instability in Libya 

represent significant obstacles to the resolution of legacy 

issues. 

Asked by Lord Empey 

To ask Her Majesty's Government whether any 

agreement has been reached between the UK and the 

government of Libya providing for Libyan investment 

in the UK instead of direct compensation being paid to 

victims of Libyan-supplied Semtex. [HL11608] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: There has been no 

investment agreement between the UK and Libya in lieu 

of direct compensation for victims. 

Local Enterprise Partnerships 

Asked by Lord Porter of Spalding 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what steps they 

plan to take to ensure that the proposed reduction in 

public sector representation on Local Enterprise 

Partnership Boards (LEP) will not dilute the democratic 

accountability and oversight of LEPs at a local level. 

[HL11679] 

Lord Henley: The Government published the 

Strengthened Local Enterprise Partnerships review on 

24th July, which brought forward reforms to leadership, 

governance, accountability, financial reporting and 

geographical boundaries. Local Enterprise Partnerships 
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(LEPs) are public and private partnerships between local 

authorities, businesses and other key partners. This sets 

out our expectations around the active role of local 

authorities in providing a strong and direct link back to 

local people, and that local authorities continue to be a 

central part of each LEP’s democratic accountability. 

Collaboration between the public and private sector will 

remain key to LEPs’ success as locally elected leaders 

and businesses continue to work together to shape policies 

for their local areas. 

Non-domestic Rates: Appeals 

Asked by The Earl of Lytton 

To ask Her Majesty's Government whether in the 

context of check-challenge-appeal it is a requirement 

under Regulation 22(1A) of the Non-Domestic Rating 

(Alteration of Lists and Appeals) (England) Regulations 

2009 (as amended) for the Valuation Office Agency in 

issuing notifications or certificates to communicate with 

both the ratepayer and the ratepayer's registered agent 

simultaneously; and if not, what is the procedure for 

making sure that both ratepayer and agent receive 

timely and accurate information necessary to progress 

through the process. [HL11664] 

Lord Bourne of Aberystwyth: It is a requirement on 

the Valuation Office Agency (VOA) under Regulation 

22(1A) of the Non-Domestic Rating (Alteration of Lists 

and Appeals) (England) Regulations 2009 (as amended) 

that, at the same time certain notices relating to the 

progression of a case or imposition of a penalty are sent to 

a ratepayer’s agent they must also be provided to the 

ratepayer. The VOA has procedures to ensure that notices 

are sent to an interested party and their agent at the same 

time. 

Ovarian Hyperstimulation Syndrome 

Asked by Lord Alton of Liverpool 

To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to the 

Written Answers by Lord O'Shaughnessy on 15 

November (HL11187 and HL11188), how many 

emergency and out-of-hours admissions due to ovarian 

hyperstimulation syndrome (OHSS) were reported to 

the Human Fertilisation and Embryology Authority in 

the last five years for which figures are available; what 

evidence supports their view that some OHSS-related 

admissions may have been incorrectly coded in the 

Hospital Episode Statistics; how many such admissions 

they estimate have been incorrectly coded in the last 

five years for which figures are available; and what 

steps they are taking to ensure that OHSS-related 

admissions are correctly recorded. [HL11636] 

Asked by Lord Alton of Liverpool 

To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to the 

Written Answers by Lord O'Shaughnessy on 15 

November (HL11187 and HL11188), how many 

emergency and out-of-hours admissions due to Ovarian 

Hyperstimulation Syndrome were investigated by the 

Human Fertilisation and Embryology Authority in the 

last five years for which figures are available; whether 

any such investigations resulted in published reports; 

and if so, where such reports are available. [HL11637] 

Lord O'Shaughnessy: The Human Fertilisation and 

Embryology Authority (HFEA) has advised that it is a 

requirement for all its licensed centres to report cases of 

ovarian hyperstimulation syndrome (OHSS) that require a 

hospital admission and have a severity grading of severe 

or critical. Some centres also report cases of mild or 

moderate OHSS. 

Between 1 October 2013 and 31 October 2018 there 

were 792 OHSS cases reported requiring hospital 

admission (391 of which were classified as severe and 

401 classified as mild/moderate). HFEA does not hold 

data on whether these admissions were out of hours or via 

emergency admission. Following the reports of cases of 

severe or critical OHSS, the centres are required to 

conduct a root cause analysis and submit a report to the 

HFEA. The HFEA publishes an annual report on 

incidents, of which OHSS cases form a part. 

From April 2018 the HFEA has required its licensed 

centres to provide it with more information about 

treatment provided to patients in cases of severe OHSS. 

This information will be collected for two years and will 

then be analysed. 

The HFEA has also advised that following discussions 

with key stakeholders it has reached a view that the 

Hospital Episode Statistics data may include a 

mislabelling of cases of OHSS. A paper presented to 

Authority members in January 2018 sets out the work 

undertaken to examine the reporting of severe and critical 

OHSS. A copy of Ovarian Hyperstimulation Syndrome is 

attached. HFEA does not hold estimates of the number of 

hospital admissions that may have been incorrectly coded 

for OHSS. 

HFEA is continuing to work to better understand the 

incidence of OHSS, reduce its occurrence and improve 

reporting. 

The Answer includes the following attached material: 

OHSS Authority paper [2018-01-24 - Authority paper - item 10 - 

Ovarian hyperstimulation syndrome - FINAL.doc] 

The material can be viewed online at: 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-

answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2018-11-21/HL11636 

Overseas Companies: Netherlands 

Asked by Lord Jones of Cheltenham 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what arrangements 

they are making for UK citizens to be able to open 

businesses in the Netherlands after the UK has left the 

European Union; and what advice, if any, they provide 

to those who wish to do so. [HL11575] 

Lord Henley: The UK and EU negotiating teams have 

reached agreement that common rules will remain in 
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place during an implementation period that will start on 

29 March 2019 and last until 31 December 2020. During 

this implementation period UK citizens will be able to 

open businesses in the Netherlands as they do now. As 

stated in the Prime Minister’s speech before the House of 

Commons on 15 November, the intention is for the UK 

and EU to secure a deal to ensure a close ongoing 

relationship on services and investment after the 

implementation period. The Government has published 

advice on a “no deal” scenario through a number of 

technical notices, which citizens may wish to refer to. 

Pakistan: Religious Freedom 

Asked by The Lord Bishop of Coventry 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment 

they have made of the state of freedom of religion or 

belief in Pakistan. [HL11556] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: We remain deeply 

concerned about restrictions on freedom of religion or 

belief in Pakistan. The British Government strongly 

condemns the persecution of all minorities, including the 

targeting of innocent people based on their beliefs. 

Pakistan is one of the Foreign and Commonwealth 

Office's (FCO) human rights priority countries, as set out 

in the FCO's 2017 Annual Human Rights and Democracy 

Report available at the gov.uk website. 

We regularly raise the issues of freedom of religion and 

belief and the protection of minority religious 

communities, with the Pakistan government at a senior 

level. When the Prime Minister spoke to Prime Minister 

Imran Khan in August, she highlighted the importance of 

Pakistan delivering on its commitments to strengthen 

institutions responsible for upholding the rule of law, and 

to advance the rights of minorities. I raised our concerns 

about Freedom of Religion or Belief and the protection of 

minority religious communities with Pakistan's Human 

Rights Minister, Dr Shireen Mazari, in September 2018. 

Under the Magna Carta Fund for Human Rights and 

Democracy, the British Government has supported 

projects in Pakistan to promote greater tolerance and 

religious freedom. 

The UK raised concerns about Freedom of Religion or 

Belief at Pakistan's UN Universal Periodic Review of 

human rights in November 2017. We pressed Pakistan to 

strengthen the protection of minorities, including by 

establishing an independent National Commission for 

Minorities from all faith communities. 

We continue to urge Pakistan to take the steps 

necessary to comply in full with its human rights 

obligations, including engaging with the UN and other 

international bodies, and to ensure that the rights of 

minorities are respected. 

Asked by The Lord Bishop of Coventry 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what steps they are 

taking to (1) support religious pluralism, and (2) 

promote freedom of religion or belief, in Pakistan. 

[HL11557] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: We remain deeply 

concerned about restrictions on freedom of religion or 

belief in Pakistan. The British Government strongly 

condemns the persecution of all minorities, including the 

targeting of innocent people based on their beliefs. 

Pakistan is one of the Foreign and Commonwealth 

Office's (FCO) human rights priority countries, as set out 

in the FCO 2017 Annual Human Rights and Democracy 

Report available at the gov.uk website. 

We regularly raise the issues of freedom of religion and 

belief and the protection of minority religious 

communities, with the Pakistan government at a senior 

level. When the Prime Minister spoke to Prime Minister 

Imran Khan in August, she highlighted the importance of 

Pakistan delivering on its commitments to strengthen 

institutions responsible for upholding the rule of law, and 

to advance the rights of minorities. I raised our concerns 

about Freedom of Religion or Belief and the protection of 

minority religious communities with Pakistan's Human 

Rights Minister, Dr Shireen Mazari, in September 2018. 

Under the Magna Carta Fund for Human Rights and 

Democracy, the British Government has supported 

projects in Pakistan to promote greater tolerance and 

religious freedom. 

The UK raised concerns about Freedom of Religion or 

Belief at Pakistan's UN Universal Periodic Review of 

human rights in November 2017. We pressed Pakistan to 

strengthen the protection of minorities, including by 

establishing an independent National Commission for 

Minorities from all faith communities. 

We continue to urge Pakistan to take the steps 

necessary to comply in full with its human rights 

obligations, including engaging with the UN and other 

international bodies, and to ensure that the rights of 

minorities are respected. 

Passports 

Asked by Lord Forsyth of Drumlean 

To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to the 

Written Answers by Baroness Williams of Trafford on 

16 November (HL11239 and HL11240), why Irish 

citizens born before 1983 with English mothers are 

treated differently to those with English fathers; and 

whether they intend to remove this difference. 

[HL11562] 

Baroness Williams of Trafford: British women were 

unable to pass on their citizenship to children born outside 

of the UK until 1983. 

The change was not made retrospective to avoid issues 

that could arise around dual nationality. A registration 

provision has been in place since 2003 to allow children 

of British mothers born before 1983 to register as a 

British citizen. 
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Post Offices 

Asked by Lord Bassam of Brighton 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment 

they have made of the role of post offices in helping to 

maintain the community value of retail outlets in town 

and city centres, particularly in seaside and coastal 

areas. [HL11601] 

Lord Henley: The Government values and recognises 

the important role that the Post Office plays in 

communities across the UK. This is why we committed in 

our 2017 Manifesto to safeguarding the Post Office 

network and protect existing rural services. 

In 2016 the Department for Business, Energy and 

Industrial Strategy commissioned independent research to 

understand and quantify the value that people and 

businesses place on the Post Office network. The study 

(The Social Value of the Post Office Network by YouGov 

and London Economics) found the estimated social value 

of the Post Office network to be over £4 billion. The 

importance of branches to local communities is further 

supported by Association of Convenience Stores research 

(The Local Shop Report 2018) that found that the Post 

Office is recognised as having the ‘most positive impact 

on a local area’ and is the ‘third most wanted service’. 

Poverty 

Asked by Lord Ouseley 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment 

they have made of the Statement on Visit to the United 

Kingdom, by Professor Philip Alston, United Nations 

Special Rapporteur on extreme poverty and human 

rights, published on 16 November; whether they intend 

to make a formal response to the Statement; and if not, 

why not. [HL11672] 

Baroness Buscombe: The Government will carefully 

consider the findings set out in the Special Rapporteur’s 

interim report published on 16 November. Professor 

Alston’s final report will be presented to the June 2019 

session of the of the Human Rights’ Council. Any formal 

comments made by the Government in response will be 

published alongside the final report on the United Nations 

Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights’ 

website. 

Private Rented Housing: Empty Property 

Asked by Lord Beecham 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment 

they have made of the number of private rented 

properties left vacant since councils were allowed to 

levy council tax on such properties compared to 

previously; and what assessment they have made of the 

impact any increase in the amount councils may levy 

will have on the number of such properties. [HL11548] 

Lord Bourne of Aberystwyth: Since 2013, local 

authorities have had the discretion to charge up to 100 per 

cent Council Tax on any empty property and to levy a 

council tax premium of up to 50 per cent on properties 

that have been empty for two years or more. The 

Government has recently introduced legislation which 

will allow local authorities to increase the Council Tax 

premium; to 100 per cent on homes empty for 2 years or 

more from April 2019; to 200 per cent on homes empty 

for more than five years from April 2020 and up to 300 

per cent on homes empty for more than 10 years from 

April 2021. The Government does not collect data that 

identifies vacant private rented properties and has not 

undertaken an assessment of the impact any changes in 

Council Tax levels might have on such properties. 

Prosecutions 

Asked by Lord Borwick 

To ask Her Majesty's Government how many (1) 

individuals were charged, and (2) Magistrate Court 

cases (a) were heard, and (b) ended in conviction, in 

England and Wales in each of the last three years. 

[HL11703] 

Lord Keen of Elie: The Ministry of Justice does not 

hold charge data. However, data on cases heard and 

convictions is as follows: 

Magistrates' Courts Figures 

Year Cases Heard Convictions 

2015 1,492,160 1,179,919 

2016 1,456,177 1,176,117 

2017 1,392,139 1,146,720 

Public Libraries 

Asked by Lord Shipley 

To ask Her Majesty's Government whether an audit 

has been undertaken of library provision in each local 

authority to assess whether any local authority is now 

failing to meet statutory requirements in relation to 

public access; and if so, which authorities are not 

currently meeting those statutory requirements. 

[HL11732] 

Lord Ashton of Hyde: Local authorities in England 

have a statutory duty to provide a comprehensive and 

efficient library service that meets local needs. The 

Secretary of State for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport 

also has a duty to superintend, and promote the 

improvement of, the public library service provided by 

local authorities in England, and to secure the proper 

discharge by local authorities of their library authority 

functions. 

DCMS takes the statutory duty seriously and monitors 

proposed changes to library service provision throughout 

England. Where DCMS receives a complaint that a local 
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authority may be failing to meet its duty, we will carefully 

consider the evidence before deciding if a local inquiry is 

needed. The Department is currently handling eight 

complaints to determine whether the changes to library 

service provision mean that these are no longer providing 

comprehensive and efficient library services. 

Railways 

Asked by Lord Berkeley 

To ask Her Majesty's Government how many market-

led proposals have been received for possible rail line 

reopening; whether they will publish the list of any such 

proposals; and when they will announce the next stage 

for them. [HL11549] 

Baroness Sugg: The department has received 30 

responses to its call for ideas for market-led proposals to 

enhance the railway, which it launched in March this 

year. These submissions covered a wide range of railway 

enhancements. The department cannot make an 

announcement about individual schemes at this time as 

these proposals were submitted in confidence and such 

disclosure may prejudice the commercial interests of the 

proposers. Individual promoters will be contacted later 

this year where the appropriate next steps will be 

discussed. 

Railways: Freight 

Asked by Lord Bradshaw 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what plans they 

have to reduce roadside emissions from large heavy 

goods vehicles by making greater use of electric rail 

haulage in the next 15 years. [HL11552] 

Baroness Sugg: The Government’s Rail Freight 

Strategy recognises the environmental benefits of shifting 

freight from road to rail, and the Strategy sets out a vision 

for how rail can increase its share of the freight market. 

The Government supports modal shift through funding 

improvements to the rail network for freight, investing 

£235m in Control Period 5 (2014-2019). The Statement of 

Funds Available for Control Period 6 (2019-2024) 

includes funding for continued infrastructure investment 

for both passenger and freight operators. 

The Government has set out an ambition to decarbonise 

the railway by phasing out all diesel-only trains by 2040, 

and the rail industry is due to respond to this challenge 

shortly. In support of the Government’s ambition, the Rail 

Safety and Standards Board (RSSB) announced in 

October 2018 that it is making funding available to 

facilitate research and innovation. 

Road Works 

Asked by Lord Storey 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what plans they 

have to ensure that there is greater co-ordination 

between local councils, utility and telecom companies 

in the digging up of roads and pavements when they 

carry out work and repairs. [HL11734] 

Baroness Sugg: The Department is investing up to 

£10m in the development of a new digital service called 

Street Manager. This will transform the planning, 

management and communication of street works. It will 

also support more coordination and collaboration by 

works promoters. 

Royalties 

Asked by Lord Jones of Cheltenham 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment 

they have made of the impact of Brexit on the 

reciprocal relationships between the UK and the EU 

that enable Collective Management Organisations to 

collect royalties from EU countries and distribute to 

creators in the UK. [HL11622] 

Lord Henley: The Government has considered this 

issue in the context of our work on the UK’s exit from the 

EU. It has concluded that the reciprocal arrangements 

between UK Collective Management Organisations 

(CMOs) and EU CMOs to collect royalties from EU 

countries and distribute to creators in the UK are private 

commercial agreements which are expected to continue 

after the UK has exited the European Union. 

Schools: Curriculum 

Asked by Lord German 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment 

they have made of what should be included in a 

balanced curriculum in (1) primary schools, and (2) 

secondary schools. [HL11613] 

Lord Agnew of Oulton: All primary and secondary 

state funded schools are required by legislation and via 

academy funding agreements, to provide a broad and 

balanced curriculum which must promote pupils’ 

spiritual, moral, cultural, mental and physical 

development; and prepare them for the opportunities, 

responsibilities and experiences of later life. 

The quality of a school’s curriculum is considered as 

part of Ofsted’s inspections. Ofsted is currently reviewing 

its inspection arrangements, including its coverage of 

curriculum, and intends to consult on proposals for new 

inspection arrangements in January 2019. 

Schools: Security 

Asked by Lord Harris of Haringey 

To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to the 

Written Answer by Lord Agnew of Oulton on 5 

November (HL1078), when they anticipate the public 

consultation on revised school security guidance to 

commence; and whether the revised guidance will 

specifically address the issue of school premises 

coming under attack. [HL11639] 
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Lord Agnew of Oulton: The department published its 

draft school security guidance and launched a public 

consultation on 26 November 2018 which will run until 

18 February 2019. Both documents are attached. 

The draft guidance sets out the importance of having 

policies in place and plans to identify, manage and 

respond to a range of security incidents, including 

preparing for an attack on school premises. 

The Answer includes the following attached material: 

HL11639_School_security_government_consultation 

[HL11639_School_security_government_consultation.pdf] 

HL11639_School_security_non-statutory_guidance 

[HL11639_School_security_draft_non-statutory_guidance.pdf] 

The material can be viewed online at: 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-
answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2018-11-21/HL11639 

Sleeping Rough 

Asked by Lord Jones of Cheltenham 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what steps they are 

taking to put an end to rough sleeping and provide 

destitute people with suitable housing. [HL11625] 

Lord Bourne of Aberystwyth: We have committed to 

halve rough sleeping by 2022 and end it by 2027. The 

Government is implementing a range of measures to 

tackle rough sleeping such as the Homeless Reduction 

Act, which is the most ambitious homelessness legislative 

reform in decades. The Rough Sleeping Strategy is 

backed by £100 million of funding over the next two 

years and the Rough Sleeping Initiative will provide 500 

new dedicated homelessness workers and 1,750 additional 

bed spaces this winter. 

Smart Devices: Children 

Asked by Lord Hunt of Kings Heath 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what action they 

intend to take in regard to location-tracking 

smartwatches worn by children which are not secure 

and which are easy to hack. [HL11614] 

Asked by Lord Hunt of Kings Heath 

To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they will 

take action to ban the sale of child-tracking 

smartwatches following research which has found that 

devices neither encrypt the data used nor secure each 

child’s account. [HL11615] 

Lord Ashton of Hyde: We take the protection of 

personal data very seriously, particularly when it relates 

to children and young people. Organisations that process 

personal data collected by smartwatches must comply 

with the General Data Protection Regulation and the Data 

Protection Act 2018. The GDPR imposes strict 

obligations on organisations to process people’s data 

fairly and lawfully and to ensure that any data collected is 

held securely. Organisations which fail to comply may be 

subject to enforcement action by the Information 

Commissioner’s Office. 

We do not intend to ban the sale of smartwatches, but 

we have issued a Code of Practice for organisations 

involved in the development, manufacturing and retail of 

products linked to the ‘Internet of Things’ to ensure that 

products are designed securely and keep consumers safe. 

In parallel, we have published consumer guidance to raise 

public awareness about setting-up, managing and 

improving the security of their consumer devices. 

The code of practice and the guidance for consumers 

can be viewed at the following links: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/secure-

by-design/code-of-practice-for-consumer-iot-security 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/secure-

by-design/consumer-guidance-for-smart-devices-in-the-

home 

Special Educational Needs: Finance 

Asked by Lord Porter of Spalding 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment 

they have made of the Isos Partnership interim research 

for the Local Government Association which shows 

that councils face a minimum projected shortfall of 

£536 million in the support they provide for children 

with special educational needs and disabilities in 

England by 2018–19. [HL11678] 

Lord Agnew of Oulton: Nationally, funding for 

children with complex special educational needs and 

disabilities (SEND) has risen by £1 billion since 2013 to 

2014, to just under £6 billion in 2018 to 2019, and will 

rise to over £6 billion in 2019 to 2020. 

We are aware of local authorities reporting concerns 

about the costs of supporting children with SEND. We are 

monitoring local authority spending decisions in this area 

and are keeping under review the overall amount of 

funding for this support. 

Syria: Conflict Resolution 

Asked by Lord Hylton 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what the result was 

of the meeting in Istanbul on 27 October between the 

Astana Guarantor states and the Syria Small Group; and 

whether positive proposals towards resolving the 

conflict in Syria were made then or at the  meeting on 

29 October. [HL11569] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: At their summit on Syria 

on 27 October the leaders of Germany, France, Turkey 

and Russia agreed a joint statement. We particularly 

welcome the commitments in the joint statement to a 

'lasting ceasefire' in Idlib and to formation of a 

Constitutional Committee by the end of 2018. The Small 

Group meeting last month, affirmed the need for a 
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negotiated political settlement to end the conflict and that 

the UN-led Geneva process remains the forum to do so. 

Television: Licensing 

Asked by Lord Borwick 

To ask Her Majesty's Government how many 

individuals were (1) cautioned, (2) charged, and (3) 

convicted as a result of non-payment of the BBC 

licence fee in each of the last three years; and how 

many Magistrate Court cases arose as a result of such 

non-payment. [HL11702] 

Lord Keen of Elie: No offenders have been cautioned 

by the police for television licence evasion: the TV 

Licencing Organisation, rather than the police are the 

prosecuting authority in these cases. The Ministry of 

Justice does not hold charge data. However, data on cases 

heard and convictions is as follows: 

Television Licence Evasion Figures 

Year Cases Heard Convictions 

2015 190,336 166,695 

2016 172,957 152,713 

2017 138,698 129,245 

Universities: Admissions 

Asked by Lord Black of Brentwood 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what discussions 

the Department for Education is having with the Russell 

Group of universities regarding adding music to their 

list of facilitating subjects. [HL11550] 

Viscount Younger of Leckie: Universities are 

autonomous from government, and consequently control 

the criteria used to determine admissions. We are aware 

that the Russell Group, which comprises 24 of the UK’s 

leading universities, publishes guidance designed to assist 

applicants in identifying the A level subjects most likely 

to facilitate entry to one of their member universities. 

From engagement with the Russell Group, we understand 

they are currently reviewing their guidance. The 

department recognises the importance of arts subjects, 

including music, and students’ ability to make informed 

choices is at the heart of our recent reforms to higher 

education. We are increasing the information available to 

students to ensure they can make informed choices about 

what and where to study. 

Yemen: Conflict Resolution 

Asked by Baroness Northover 

To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they are 

working on a UN Security Council resolution to 

formalise calls for a ceasefire in Yemen; and if 

not, whether they plan to do so. [HL11582] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: A cessation of hostilities 

must be the first priority as we seek to put in place a 

longer term solution to the Yemen conflict. On Monday 

19 November, the UK circulated a draft UN Security 

Resolution. We are discussing with our partners on the 

Security Council how best to take this forward. We have a 

window of opportunity in the political process in which to 

work for the best solution for the people of Yemen and 

support the efforts of the UN Special Envoy Martin 

Griffiths towards planned talks in Stockholm this week. 

Yemen: Prisoners of War 

Asked by Lord Hylton 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what steps they 

intend to take to encourage all parties in the conflict in 

Yemen to exchange prisoners; and whether they will 

seek the cooperation of Kuwait and Oman for this 

purpose. [HL11571] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: The UK supports the 

UN Special Envoy for Yemen in facilitating a credible 

peace process in Yemen, including his work towards 

securing a deal on the exchange of prisoners and 

detainees, which could help to build confidence between 

parties. During his visit to the Middle East on 12 

November, the Foreign Secretary met his Omani 

counterpart and discussed the importance of all parties 

engaging with the UN-led political process. 
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