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ANSWERS 

 BUSINESS, ENERGY AND INDUSTRIAL STRATEGY 

 New Businesses: Finance 

Theresa Villiers:         [195574] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy, pursuant to 

her Answer of 15 November 2018, Official Report, column 428, on encouraging women to 

start their own businesses, if she will provide further information on the £20 million 

available for local business networks; and what guidance the Government provides on 

how to apply for that funding. 

Kelly Tolhurst: 

The £20m funding will support local peer-to-peer networks focusing on business 

improvement so that thousands of business leaders can share expertise on 

leadership, business development and technology adoption. Further information on 

how business leaders can access the support funded by the £20 million will be 

provided as the programme is put into place next year. 

 EDUCATION 

 Schools 

Lucy Powell:         [196881] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Education, how many and what proportion of (a) primary 

and (b) secondary schools in each local authority are (i) academies and (ii) maintained 

schools. 

Nadhim Zahawi: 

As of 28 November 2018, 31% of primary schools are academies and free schools 

across all local authorities. This figure is 74% for secondary schools. 

Table 1: Number and proportion of primary and secondary academies. 

PERCENTAGE OF 

PRIMARY SCHOOLS THAT 

ARE ACADEMIES 

NUMBER OF PRIMARY 

SCHOOLS THAT ARE 

ACADEMIES 

PERCENTAGE OF 

SECONDARY SCHOOLS 

THAT ARE ACADEMIES 

NUMBER OF 

SECONDARY SCHOOLS 

THAT ARE ACADEMIES 

31% 5254 74% 2521 

 

A breakdown of information by local authority is available in the attached document. 

Attachments: 

1. 196881_Primary_and_secondary_academies_by_local_au 

[196881_Primary_and_secondary_academies_by_local_authority.xlsx] 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2018-11-26/195574
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2018-11-28/196881


 Schools: Finance 

Royston Smith:         [196800] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Education, what the staffing budget for schools has 

been in each of the last five years. 

Nick Gibb: 

The Department does not allocate funding specifically for staffing. Schools are best 

placed to make decisions about how to use their funding to deliver the best outcomes 

for their pupils. 

The total funding allocated through the schools block of the dedicated schools grant 

in each of the last five years is shown below: 

YEAR 

DEDICATED SCHOOLS GRANT, SCHOOLS BLOCK 

FUNDING (IN MILLIONS) 

2014-15 £30,655 

2015-16 £32,168 

2016-17 £32,650 

2017-18 £33,094 

2018-19 £33,684[1] 

 

[1] This figure is not directly comparable to previous years as the central schools 

services block was introduced in 2018-19. Prior to 2018-19, much of that funding was 

provided through the schools block. Re-baselining was carried out in this year due to 

the introduction of the national funding formula, which led to some funding 

movements between blocks. 

 Special Educational Needs: Finance 

Royston Smith:         [196799] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Education, what additional financial support his 

Department makes available to (a) primary and (b) secondary schools with high numbers 

of SEND children. 

Nadhim Zahawi: 

Local authorities are required to provide schools with sufficient funds to enable them 

to provide additional support up to the value of £6,000 for pupils with special 

educational needs and disabilities (SEND). This is provided through the local school 

formula. When the costs of supporting an individual pupil are more than £6,000 per 

year, the local authority provides top-up funding from its high needs budget. It is for 

the local authority to determine what level of top-up funding is required for each pupil. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2018-11-28/196800
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In addition, local authorities have the discretion to give schools additional funding 

from the high needs budget, for example to support schools which are particularly 

inclusive of pupils with SEND. Authorities in England are planning to provide £41 

million to primary schools and £16 million to secondary schools in such funding, in 

addition to the funding provided through their local formula and through top-ups. 

Royston Smith:         [196801] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Education, what financial support is available to schools 

from local authorities to support SEND children. 

Nadhim Zahawi: 

A mainstream school’s funding is calculated through a local funding formula decided 

by the local authority in consultation with its schools. Local authorities are required to 

provide schools with sufficient funds to enable schools to meet the additional cost of 

pupils with special educational needs (SEN) and disabilities, up to £6,000. The local 

formula often uses factors such as low prior attainment and free school meals to do 

this. The local authority can also give additional funding from its high needs budget to 

schools that have a disproportionate number of pupils with SEN whose additional 

support costs up to £6,000. 

When the costs of additional support required for a pupil with SEN exceed £6,000, 

the local authority should allocate additional top-up funding to cover the excess costs. 

This funding comes from the local authority’s high needs budget. The local 

authorities’ high needs funding allocation also covers the costs of provision in special 

schools, and alternative provision. Nationally, high needs funding has risen from a 

total of £5 billion in 2013 to just under £6 billion this year. Allocations to individual 

local authorities for this year can be found at 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/dedicated-schools-grant-dsg-2018-to-

2019. 

 Special Educational Needs: Southampton 

Royston Smith:         [196802] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Education, how much funding his Department has 

allocated to Southampton City Council to support children with SEND needs in each of 

the last eight years. 

Nadhim Zahawi: 

Local authorities are legally required to provide schools with sufficient funds to enable 

schools to meet the additional cost of pupils with special educational needs and 

disabilities (SEND), up to £6,000 per annum per pupil. Within their local schools 

formula, local authorities use factors such as low prior attainment and free school 

meals to do this. This funding is provided from the local authority’s schools budget. 

When the costs of additional support required for a pupil with SEN exceed £6,000, 

the authority should also allocate additional top-up funding to cover the excess costs. 

In addition, the local authority pays the full costs for all children who are placed in 

special schools. This funding comes from the authority’s high needs budget. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2018-11-28/196801
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The department has allocated funding in separate blocks for schools and high needs 

since 2013-14. Southampton’s allocations for each of these years are shown below. 

These were taken from the dedicated schools grant allocations for each year. 

Allocations for 2018-19 can be found at 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/dedicated-schools-grant-dsg-2018-to-

2019. 

YEAR SCHOOLS BLOCK (IN MILLIONS) 

HIGH NEEDS BLOCK (IN 

MILLIONS) 

2013-14 £125.0 £17.1 

2014-15 £126.9 £18.1 

2015-16 £130.4 £18.4 

2016-17 £135.3 £18.9 

2017-18 £136.1 £22.6 

2018-19 £139.0 £23.3 

 

 Teachers: Qualifications 

Lyn Brown:         [197426] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Education, what percentage of (a) religious education 

and (b) history lessons in state secondary schools are taught by teachers with no post A-

level qualification in the subject. 

Nick Gibb: 

In 2017, there were 118,200 hours of religious education taught in state funded 

secondary schools. Of these, 24.2% of hours were taught by a teacher with no 

relevant post A level qualification in religious education or a related subject such as 

philosophy. A ‘relevant post A level qualification’ is defined as a first degree or higher, 

Bachelor of education (BEd) degree, Postgraduate certificate of education (PGCE), 

Certificate of Education or another qualification at level 4 or above, which is in a 

discipline deemed relevant to that subject based on Joint Academic Coding System 

(JACS) codes. 

These figures relate to all qualified teachers in state funded secondary schools 

In 2017, there were 185,700 hours of history taught in state funded secondary 

schools. Of these, 8.8% of hours were taught by a teacher with no relevant post A 

level qualification in history or a related subject such as archaeology. 

These figures relate to all qualified teachers in state funded secondary schools. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/dedicated-schools-grant-dsg-2018-to-2019
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 Voluntary Schools 

Jim Fitzpatrick:         [197318] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Education, under what circumstances the Office of the 

Schools Adjudicator (OSA) will be the statutory decision maker for proposals to establish 

a new voluntary-aided schools, and whether the OSA has the ability to override a 

decision made by a local authority. 

Nick Gibb: 

In line with the existing legislation, there are two situations in which the Schools 

Adjudicator would decide whether to approve a voluntary-aided school proposal. 

The first situation is if the local authority has rejected a proposal. In this situation, the 

proposer can appeal to the Schools Adjudicator. The Schools Adjudicator will then 

make a fresh decision which will override the decision made by the local authority. 

The second situation is if a local authority has failed to make a decision within two 

months of the end of the representation period, which is a stage in the statutory 

process. In this situation, the local authority must refer the proposal to the Schools 

Adjudicator to be decided. 

 ENVIRONMENT, FOOD AND RURAL AFFAIRS 

 Animals: Exports 

Deidre Brock:         [197442] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, what progress has 

been made on changing the Export Health Certificate system from a manual system to an 

e-certification system. 

David Rutley: 

Defra are committed to making our services as easy as possible for our customers. 

As of December, Exporters and Official Veterinarians are able to download any 

current Export Health Certificate (EHC) online. In parallel, we are developing a new 

system for EHCs that is designed to allow the integration of e-certification in the 

future. 

 HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE 

 Abortion 

Fiona Bruce:         [197359] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, with reference to the recent 

Coroner's verdict in the case of Aisha Chithira, whether his Department will take steps to 

ensure that clinical staff providing abortion services are fully trained in post-operative 

observations. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2018-11-29/197318
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Fiona Bruce:         [197360] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, with reference to the recent 

Coroner's verdict in the case of Aisha Chithira, if his Department will review the methods 

used for late-term abortions. 

Fiona Bruce:         [197361] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, with reference to the recent 

Coroner's verdict in the case of Aisha Chithira, if he will ensure that all independent 

abortion providers give appropriate aftercare to women. 

Jackie Doyle-Price: 

In line with guidelines published by the Royal College of Obstetricians and 

Gynaecologists and Care Quality Commission regulations health professionals 

working within abortion services must be appropriately trained and experienced. 

Abortion service providers should ensure staff have the right competencies, 

knowledge, qualifications, skills and experience, including where appropriate in post-

operation observations, to safeguard the health, safety and welfare of all who use the 

service. The guidelines and regulations are available at the following links: 

https://www.rcog.org.uk/globalassets/documents/guidelines/abortion-

guideline_web_1.pdf 

https://www.cqc.org.uk/guidance-providers/regulations-enforcement/regulation-20-

requirements-relating-termination 

The methods used for legal late term abortions in England are safe when performed 

by staff with the relevant skills, training and experience in line with the Royal College 

of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists guidelines. 

All independent sector abortion providers must be approved by the Secretary of State 

for Health and Social Care and meet the conditions set by the Department’s Required 

Standard Operating Procedures which are attached. As set out in these procedures, 

providers are required to have protocols covering the support that should be in place 

for women following an abortion procedure. Where a pre-existing physical or mental 

health condition may exist, then the provider must ensure that there are clinical 

pathways in place for access to appropriate medical back up services, if needed. 

Attachments: 

1. PQ197359,360,361 attached document [RSOPs May 2018.pdf] 

 Cancer: Health Services 

Mrs Sharon Hodgson:         [197606] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, when he plans to publish the 

progress report for 2017-18 on Achieving world-class cancer outcomes: a strategy for 

England. 
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Steve Brine: 

NHS England is currently working on the third progress report into the delivery of the 

five-year cancer strategy for England. While reporting on the progress that has been 

made, the report will also look to the future and the fit between the cancer strategy 

and the long-term plan for the National Health Service. The report will be published in 

due course. 

 Diabetes 

Sir Michael Fallon:         [196653] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, what plans he has to classify 

diabetes as a clinical priority. 

Steve Brine: 

Preventing diabetes and promoting the best possible care for people with diabetes is 

a key priority for this Government. 

The Government’s mandate to NHS England for 2018/19 includes an objective for 

NHS England “to lead a step change in the National Health Service in preventing ill 

health and supporting people to live healthier lives”. This includes people with 

diabetes. 

The NHS has been asked to set out a long term plan for the future of the NHS, 

setting out ambitions for improvement over the next decade, and plans to meet them 

over the five years of the funding settlement. Further investment in diabetes 

prevention and treatment will be determined in the context of the long term plan, 

which is due to be published later this year. 

 Diabetes and Obesity 

Keith Vaz:         [197588] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, when he last met the National 

Clinical Directors for Obesity and Diabetes for NHS England. 

Steve Brine: 

My Rt. hon. Friend the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, has not had any 

meetings with the National Clinical Director for Obesity and Diabetes for NHS 

England. 

 Diabetes: Bexley 

Sir David Evennett:         [196733] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, how many people in (a) Bexley 

borough and b) the Bexleyheath and Crayford constituency are at risk of developing Type 

2 diabetes. 

Steve Brine: 

This information is not held centrally. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2018-11-28/196653
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 Diabetes: Nottinghamshire 

Ben Bradley:         [197472] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, what estimate he has made of 

the number of people in Nottinghamshire who have diabetes. 

Steve Brine: 

The information requested is not centrally held. 

 Drugs: Regulation 

Mr Ben Bradshaw:         [196703] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, what other aspects of 

medicines regulation including regulation related to patient safety is postponed due to 

contingency planning for the UK leaving the EU without a deal; and if he will make a 

statement. 

Jackie Doyle-Price: 

The Government is committed to making sure that patients continue to access safe 

and innovative medicines and devices, and regulation related to medicines and 

patient safety have therefore not been postponed because of contingency planning. 

For example, we have continued with the implementation of the Falsified Medicines 

Directive, which is designed to help identify and remove falsified medicines from the 

supply chain, ahead of coming into force in February 2019, and continued to make 

the necessary preparations to implement the new Clinical Trials Regulation and 

Medical Devices Regulation, both due to be implemented before the end of 2020. 

 Erenumab 

Jim Shannon:         [197364] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, what plans the NHS has to 

make erenumab available to people with migraines. 

Steve Brine: 

The National Institute of Health and Care Excellence (NICE) is currently developing 

Technology appraisal guidance on the use of erenumab for preventing migraines. 

NHS commissioners are legally required to fund drugs and treatments recommended 

by NICE’s technology appraisal programme. In the absence of positive guidance from 

NICE, it is for commissioners to make decisions on whether to fund this treatment 

based on an assessment of the available evidence. 

 European Medicines Agency 

Mr Ben Bradshaw:         [196702] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, whether contingency planning 

and expenditure by the Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA) 

on any systems or processes, including software is being incurred on systems or 

processes which will be redundant in the event that an agreement is reached that 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2018-11-29/197472
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includes continued full co-operation, based on regulatory alignment, with the European 

Medicines Agency after the UK leaves the EU. 

Jackie Doyle-Price: 

The Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA) has undertaken 

contingency planning in the event the United Kingdom leaves the European Union 

with no deal. MHRA currently interacts with 40 systems and processes. The total 

estimated cost to replace them is expected to be £9.3 million on completion. 

 Fertility: Medical Treatments 

Jim Shannon:         [197365] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, if he will take steps to ensure 

that fertility treatment is available to older women. 

Jackie Doyle-Price: 

It is the Government's policy that clinical commissioning groups should have regard 

to the National Institute for Health and Care Excellence guideline on the assessment 

and treatment of people with fertility problems when commissioning services for 

which they are responsible. This includes the recommendation in the guideline that 

three cycles of in-vitro fertilisation be offered to qualifying couples where the woman 

is under the age of 40 and one cycle where the woman is between the ages of 40 

and 42. 

 General Practitioners: Recruitment 

Dr Dan Poulter:         [196804] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, what plans he has to increase 

the number of full-time equivalent GPs in England; and will he make a statement. 

Dr Dan Poulter:         [196805] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, what progress he has made on 

the plan to provide an additional 5,000 full-time equivalent GPs in England by 2020; and if 

will he make a statement. 

Steve Brine: 

In 2015 the Government set the ambitious target to recruit 5,000 additional general 

practitioners (GPs) by 2020. This was double the growth rate of previous years, but it 

showed a commitment to growing a strong and sustainable general practice for the 

future. 

NHS England and Health Education England (HEE) are working together with the 

profession to increase the GP workforce. This includes measures to boost 

recruitment, address the reasons why GPs are leaving the profession, and encourage 

GPs to return to practice. 

The number of doctors entering speciality training has been increasing year on year, 

this year HEE recruited the highest number of GP trainees ever - 3,473 GP trainees 

against a target of 3,250, a 10% increase on last year. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2018-11-29/197365
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In the short term, NHS England’s International GP Recruitment programme is 

bringing suitably qualified doctors from overseas to work in English general practice. 

There is also a broad offer to support GPs to remain in the National Health Service 

including the GP Retention Scheme, the GP Retention Fund, the GP Health Service 

and the Releasing Time to Care Programme. It is also now quicker and easier for 

GPs to return to the NHS through the National Induction and Refresher Scheme. 

Greater skill mix is also key to releasing capacity in general practice. We have 

committed to investment in the multidisciplinary workforce in general practice. As of 

June 2018, there were over 3,000 clinical staff, excluding GPs, working in general 

practice since 2015; consisting of 500 more nurses and 2,800 more other direct 

patient care. 

 Hypertension: Drugs 

Jim Shannon:         [197366] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, what assessment the NHS has 

made of the link between the use of blood pressure drugs and lung cancer; and if he will 

make a statement. 

Steve Brine: 

NHS England has made no assessment of the link between the use of blood 

pressure drugs and lung cancer. 

 Medical Treatments 

Jonathan Ashworth:         [196812] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, with reference to NICE’s highly 

specialised technology programme, if he will publish the (a) quality adjusted life year 

gains and (b) incremental cost effectiveness ratios according to (i) pharmaceutical 

company estimates, (ii) expert reference group estimates and (iii) NICE-agreed rates for 

(A) technologies with final guidance since 2015, (B) technologies with draft guidance 

since 2015 and (C) the comparators used for each assessment. 

Steve Brine: 

The information requested can be found in the attached table. 

Attachments: 

1. PQ196812 attached table [HST publications since 2015 QALYS  ICERS 30112018JD 

REDACTED (003).xlsx] 

 Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency: Finance 

Mr Ben Bradshaw:         [197320] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, how much funding for 

contingency planning for the UK leaving the EU without a deal will be made available to 

the Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency for the development of new 

processes or systems including software. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2018-11-29/197366
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Jackie Doyle-Price: 

The Department continues to work with partners across Government, industry and its 

arm’s-length bodies (ALBs), including the Medicines and Healthcare products 

Regulatory Agency (MHRA), to ensure that required systems and processes, 

including software, will be available on Exit Day. Support is being provided including 

European Union exit funding for contingency preparations where it is necessary and 

the Department is engaging with its ALBs including MHRA to ensure their needs are 

met. 

The Autumn Budget 2018 confirmed an additional £500 million of cross-Government 

EU exit funding for 2019/20, meaning the Government will have invested over £4 

billion in preparing for EU exit since 2016. 

 Meningitis: Vaccination 

David Simpson:         [196716] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, what estimate he has made of 

the number children that have received the meningococcal conjugate vaccine injection in 

each of the last three years. 

Steve Brine: 

There are two meningococcal conjugate vaccines that are used in the United 

Kingdom. The meningococcal ACWY vaccine (Men ACWY) is given to adolescents 

and the meningitis C and Haemophilus influenzae type b (Hib) vaccine is given 

between 12 to 13 months of age. 

The number of children receiving the Hib/Meningitis C vaccine by age two for the last 

three fiscal years (2015/16, 2016/17, 2017/18) is 1,828,100. 

The MenACWY data are not available in the format requested. 

 Mental Health: Females 

Jess Phillips:         [196777] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, what assessment has been 

made of the relationship between women’s mental health and experience of violence and 

abuse. 

Jackie Doyle-Price: 

The Department recognises the potential effect that experiences of violence and 

abuse can have on mental health. 

I co-chaired the Women’s Mental Health Taskforce which brought together experts on 

women’s mental health and key national organisations accountable for policy, 

commissioning and delivery of services. The Taskforce explored the links between 

mental health and abuse for women. 

A key priority for the Taskforce was the promotion of trauma-informed, and gender-

informed, approaches to service delivery, including for people with mental health 
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issues who have been affected by violence and abuse. The Taskforce has completed 

its work and will publish its final report soon. 

 Mental Illness 

Geraint Davies:         [196659] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, with reference to the report 

entitled Health at a Glance: Europe 2018, published by the OECD on 22 November 2018, 

whether he plans to respond to the findings on the estimated direct and indirect costs of 

mental health. 

Jackie Doyle-Price: 

The Department does not plan to respond to the report. 

 Multiple Births: Antenatal Care 

Justin Madders:         [197395] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, pursuant to the Answer of 7 

November to Question 186351 on Multiple Births: Antenatal Care, what steps he is taking 

to ensure that maternity champions highlight that work in each NHS Trust. 

Jackie Doyle-Price: 

As outlined in the Safer Maternity Care action plan in 2016, networks such as 

Maternity Clinical Networks are most effective when built on supportive multi-

professional relationships and collaborative working with a focus on specific initiatives 

to improve care quality. Therefore, Maternity Clinical Networks were asked to 

designate a Maternity Safety Champion to act as a local quality improvement adviser, 

coach and conduit for sharing learning arising from national and international 

research and from local investigations or initiatives. 

Maternity Safety Champions at every level – trust, regional and national – are 

working across regional, organisational and service boundaries to develop strong 

partnerships and to create the professional culture and leadership needed to deliver 

better care. They play a central role in ensuring that mothers and babies, including in 

cases of multiple pregnancy, receive the safest care possible. 

 Orphan Drugs 

Jonathan Ashworth:         [196813] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, what estimate he has made of 

NHS expenditure on medicines with an orphan designation in England in each of the last 

three financial years. 

Steve Brine: 

The Department has made no such estimate. The information requested is not held 

centrally and could only be obtained at disproportionate cost. 
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 Patients: Travel 

Tom Brake:         [197311] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, with reference to the finding of 

CLIC Sargent in their report entitled Are We Nearly There Yet?, published in September 

2018, that only six per cent of parents have received help from the Healthcare Travel 

Costs Scheme, what steps his Department is taking to ensure all families on low incomes 

have access to financial support to manage healthcare-related travel costs. 

Steve Brine: 

The Healthcare Travel Costs Scheme is set up to assist those on low income or in 

receipt of certain qualifying benefits to obtain assistance with travel to hospitals. 

Information on how to obtain assistance with travel costs is widely available from 

National Health Service organisations including general practitioner surgeries, 

hospitals, clinical commissioning groups and the NHS website. Outside of the NHS, 

information may also be obtained from Healthwatch, Citizen Advice, cancer and other 

charities. 

 Primary Health Care: Attendance 

Julian Sturdy:         [196776] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, what steps his Department is 

taking to address the effects of missed appointments on primary care services. 

Steve Brine: 

We recognise that missed appointments are a waste of National Health Service 

resources. We believe that encouraging patients to use the NHS sensibly and 

responsibly is the right approach and we are supportive of local schemes to highlight 

the number of missed appointments to their patients. However, it is ultimately a 

matter for the local NHS and primary care providers to decide how best to raise 

awareness and implement measures to reduce missed appointments. 

Primary care providers are encouraged to offer patients different ways to book 

appointments, send appointment reminders by text messages, and make it quick for 

patients to cancel or re-arrange appointments e.g. through the use of an online 

service. 

 Prostate Cancer: Surgery 

Jim Shannon:         [197363] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, whether the NHS has any plans 

to introduce a new surgical procedure for treating prostate cancer. 

Steve Brine: 

No such plans currently exist. 
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 Psychiatry: Training 

Dr Dan Poulter:         [196803] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, what plans he has to increase 

the level of the recruitment and retention of core and higher trainees in psychiatry in 

England; and if will he make a statement. 

Jackie Doyle-Price: 

As set out in ‘Stepping forward to 2020/21: The mental health workforce plan for 

England’, published in July 2017, Health Education England (HEE) is working with 

the Royal College of Psychiatrists to address the fill rates in psychiatry specialty 

training. This includes offering doctors greater exposure to psychiatry during 

foundation training, greater flexibility throughout training and reducing attrition rates. 

Supported by HEE, the Royal College of Psychiatrists launched the ‘Choose 

Psychiatry’ campaign in 2017, encouraging doctors to take up psychiatry for their 

specialty training. Building on the ‘Enhancing Junior Doctors’ Working Lives’ report, 

HEE will explore flexibility throughout the training pathway. HEE and the College will 

work together with trainees to understand what makes them leave throughout the 

course and attract more trainees for mental health during key transition points, such 

as from core to higher points in specialty training. 

The Government is rolling out 1,500 new medical school places in England, 630 of 

which were taken up this September. The allocation of 1,000 of these places was 

prioritised to universities that can best meet the Government’s objectives, one of 

which was increasing the number of students who go on to work in psychiatry, with a 

focus on priority locations including rural and coastal – and included five brand new 

medical schools in England. 

 Sickle Cell Diseases: Prescriptions 

Janet Daby:         [198332] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, if he will make it his policy to 

include sickle cell anaemia on the list of conditions for which medical exemption 

certificates for NHS prescriptions can be obtained. 

Steve Brine: 

The Department has no current plans to do so. Extensive arrangements are in place 

to ensure that people can access affordable prescriptions. 

 Smoking: Health Services 

Alex Cunningham:         [196780] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, if he will take steps to ensure 

that the tobacco industry is excluded from funding or helping to provide stop smoking 

services at a local government level. 
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Steve Brine: 

The United Kingdom Government is a signatory to the World Health Organization’s 

Framework Convention on Tobacco Control (WHO FCTC), Article 5.3 of which 

commits Parties to protect public health policies with respect to tobacco control from 

commercial and other vested interests of the tobacco industry. The Government and 

local authorities take very seriously their obligations under the WHO FCTC, including 

the commitment under Article 5.3. The Government has endorsed the Local 

Government Declaration on Tobacco Control, which was launched in 2013. 

 HOME OFFICE 

 Administration of Justice: International Cooperation 

Deidre Brock:         [197432] 

To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what assessment he has made 

of the potential effect on international co-operation on policing and justice of the UK 

leaving the EU . 

Mr Nick Hurd: 

The government has published its assessment of the Future Security Part-nership 

(FSP) between the UK and the EU - ‘EU exit: an assessment of the security 

partnership’. It compares cooperation envisaged under the future UK-EU security 

partnership, as set out in the Political Declaration, with a no deal scenario. 

This publication can be found on Gov.uk 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachm

ent_data/file/759760/28_November_EU_Exit_-

_Assessment_of_the_security_partnership__2_.pdf 

 Care Leavers and Children in Care: Criminal Proceedings 

Lyn Brown:         [197428] 

To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what assessment he has made 

of the resources required for the police effectively to implement the national protocol on 

reducing the unnecessary criminalisation of looked-after children and care leavers. 

Mr Nick Hurd: 

The national protocol on reducing criminalisation of looked-after children and care 

leavers sets out best practice; implementing it does not place any new statutory 

burdens on the police or other agencies. The protocol was developed with the 

leaders of the relevant sectors including the National Police Chiefs’ Council and 

endorsed as a positive step forward. 
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 Deportation: Windrush Generation 

Ms Diane Abbott:         [196672] 

To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what recent estimate he has 

made of the number of members of the Windrush generation who were deported to other 

countries who have since died; and what information he has on their former employment 

in the UK. 

Caroline Nokes: 

The Home Office wrote to the Home Affairs Select Committee on 21 August with the 

initial findings of the Historical Review of removals and detentions and have provided 

regular updates to the committee. This correspondence is available in the library of 

the House. 

The department has not made any assessment of previous employment of those 

individuals identified by the historical review, and in many cases the department will 

not hold this information. 

Ms Diane Abbott:         [196673] 

To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what recent estimate he has 

made of the number of members of the Windrush generation who were deported to other 

countries and have family members who are entitled to be in the UK but have been 

refused entry. 

Ms Diane Abbott:         [196674] 

To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what recent estimate he has 

made of the number of members of the Windrush generation who were deported to other 

countries and have since been refused entry to the UK. 

Caroline Nokes: 

The Home Office wrote to the Home Affairs Select Committee on 21 August with the 

initial findings of the Historical Review of removals and detentions and have provided 

regular updates to the committee. 

This correspondence is available in the library of the House. As set out in the letter to 

the Committee of 12 November, the department initially excluded all individuals with a 

“criminal case type” marker. We reviewed this approach to ensure we have not 

adopted too broad a definition and revised our methodology. However, individuals 

who have been deported following a criminal conviction in the UK continue to be 

excluded from the review. 

 Human Trafficking: Victim Support Schemes 

Siobhain McDonagh:         [196680] 

To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, with reference to the Home 

Office's national referral mechanism reform guidance published in October 2018 and the 

High Court judgement on AM & K versus SSHD, whether the plans to make the cuts 
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proposed as part of the national referral mechanism reforms will still go ahead in 

February and March 2019. 

Victoria Atkins: 

The Home Office has paused the staged implementation of the alignment of 

subsistence rates for potential victims of modern slavery with those received by 

asylum seekers, which was due to start in February 2019, whilst it considers the 

implication of the judgment in AM and K vs SSHD. 

We will work through the implications of the judgment in respect to our future 

approach to financial support, and will share further details as soon as we are able. 

The Home Office has immediately reinstated the top up paid to those in the Victim 

Care Contract who are also receiving support from the asylum support system, so 

that they receive a total of £65 per week whilst this work is carried out. 

We are committed to reforming the National Referral Mechanism to ensure that as 

many victims of modern slavery as possible 

 Immigrants: Detainees 

Jess Phillips:         [196774] 

To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, how many women are held in 

immigration detention in the UK. 

Caroline Nokes: 

The Home Office publish data on the number of people in detention as at the last day 

of each quarter, by sex. The latest data is available in table dt_11_q in the detention 

tables of Immigration statistics, year ending September 2018. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/758249

/detention-sep-2018-tables.ods 

Jess Phillips:         [196775] 

To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what steps his Department is 

taking to reduce the number of women in immigration detention. 

Caroline Nokes: 

95% of individuals liable for removal at any one time are managed within the 

community through immigration bail and regular reporting, rather than within an 

immigration removal centre. Alternatives to detention are not, of course, alternatives 

to case resolution, and our objective is to achieve better outcomes for migrants, 

meaning quicker resolution of their case whether the result is a grant of leave or the 

migrant’s departure (preferably voluntary) from the UK. 

The Home Secretary said - in his statement to parliament on 24 July introducing 

Stephen Shaw’s follow up report on immigration detention - that he had asked the 

Home Office to do more to explore alternatives to detention with faith groups, with 

non-governmental organisations and within communities. Working with UNHCR, a 

pilot scheme is being developed that will manage a number of women in the 

community who would otherwise be detained at Yarl’s Wood Immigration Removal 
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Centre, meaning that rather than receiving support and care in an immigration 

removal centre, the women in question will get a programme of support and care in 

the community. 

 Immigrants: EU Nationals 

Ms Diane Abbott:         [196664] 

To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what steps his Department has 

taken to provide assurance to (a) users and (b) employers on the security of documents 

stored on cloud services in relation to the IT system for applying for settled status. 

Caroline Nokes: 

The Home Office takes the security of all of our data extremely seriously, including 

digitised evidence provided by EU Settlement Scheme users. There are processes in 

place in the Home Office for the capturing and mitigation of risks and vulnerabilities to 

ensure appropriate control of our services. I can confirm this is the case for the EU 

Settlement Scheme 

All Home Office systems including EU Exit applications undergo rigorous cyber 

strengthening prior to launch. This includes an independent security testing to ensure 

they are resilient to external attack. 

Our IT systems hosting platform include a number of mechanisms to detect and 

respond to malicious intrusions. 

All data is encrypted both in transit and at rest. Our IT staff are security cleared and 

data will only be accessed by those who have a valid business reason to access it. 

The Home Office regularly monitors the systems for abuse and misuse. 

 Immigration: Windrush Generation 

Ms Diane Abbott:         [196665] 

To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what recent estimate his 

Department has made of the number of Windrush people that were held in immigration 

detention centres. 

Ms Diane Abbott:         [196666] 

To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what recent estimate his 

Department has made of the number of Windrush people that participated in voluntary 

removal. 

Caroline Nokes: 

The Home Office wrote to the Home Affairs Select Committee on 21 August with the 

initial findings of the Historical Review of removals and detentions. Regular updates 

have been provided to the committee and this information is available in the library of 

the House. [14 people, out of the 164 identified by the Historical Review, were 

detained in an IRC. 17 people, out of the 164 identified by the Historical Review, were 

recorded as a voluntary departure]. 
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Ms Diane Abbott:         [196667] 

To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what recent estimate his 

Department has made of the number of Windrush people that worked in the NHS who 

were (a) held in immigration detention centres and (b) deported to other countries. 

Ms Diane Abbott:         [196668] 

To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what recent estimate his 

Department has made of the number of Windrush people that were veterans of the armed 

forces who were (a) held in immigration detention centres and (b) deported to other 

countries. 

Ms Diane Abbott:         [196669] 

To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what recent estimate he has 

made of the number of members of the Windrush generation who were (a) held in 

immigration detention centres and (b) deported to other countries who had (i) been 

teachers and (ii) held other educational positions in the UK. 

Ms Diane Abbott:         [196670] 

To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what recent estimate he has 

made of the number of members of the Windrush generation who were (a) held in 

immigration detention centres and (b) deported to other countries who had worked for 

public transport services in the UK. 

Caroline Nokes: 

The Home Office wrote to the Home Affairs Select Committee on 21 August with the 

initial findings of the Historical Review of removals and detentions and have provided 

regular updates to the committee. This correspondence is available in the library of 

the House. The department has not made any assessment of previous employment 

of those individuals identified by the review, and in many cases the department will 

not hold this information. 

Ms Diane Abbott:         [196677] 

To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what recent estimate his 

Department has made of the number of people from the Windrush generation who have 

lost their job because they could not provide the evidence required to demonstrate their 

right to remain in each of the last three years. 

Ms Diane Abbott:         [196695] 

To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what recent estimate his 

Department has made of the number of people from the Windrush generation who have 

lost their home because they could not provide evidence to demonstrate their right to 

remain. 

Ms Diane Abbott:         [196696] 

To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what recent estimate his 

Department has made of the number of people from the Windrush generation who could 
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not obtain a mortgage because they could not provide the evidence to demonstrate their 

right to remain. 

Ms Diane Abbott:         [196697] 

To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what recent estimate his 

Department has made of the number of members of the Windrush generation who were 

denied access to NHS treatment because they could not demonstrate their right to 

remain in the country. 

Ms Diane Abbott:         [196698] 

To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what recent estimate he has 

made of the number of members of the Windrush generation who were unable to obtain a 

driver’s licence because they could not provide evidence of their right to remain in the 

country. 

Caroline Nokes: 

The Home Office wrote to the Home Affairs Select Committee on 21 August with the 

initial findings of the Historical Review of removals and detentions and have provided 

regular updates to the committee. This correspondence is available in the library of 

the House. 

Work is ongoing to review historical proactive compliant environment sanctions, for 

example where the Home Office has instigated the action taken by a partner of a third 

party to deny or revoke a service to an individual, or it has taken action to penalise a 

third party for employing or housing an unlawful migrant. The Home Office will report 

back to the Committee when this work is complete. 

However, many checks, such as right to rent and right to work, are applicable to 

everyone in the UK on a non-discriminatory basis. Checks are often conducted 

independently of the Home Office and so it is not possible for the Government to 

accurately estimate the number of individuals who have been impacted by these 

measures. In relation to those who may have lost jobs - information that is not 

automatically reported back to the Home Office - we anticipate that we will gain a 

greater understanding when we launch our compensation scheme. 

The Home Office has introduced additional safeguards to ensure those from the 

Windrush generation are not adversely affected by measures designed to protect 

benefits and services. 

 Places of Worship Security Funding Scheme 

Andrew Gwynne:         [196753] 

To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, pursuant to the Answer of 16 

November 2018 to Question 188021 on Places of Worship Security Funding Scheme, 

how many officials of his Department have been involved in visiting religious buildings. 
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Andrew Gwynne:         [196754] 

To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, pursuant to the Answer of 16 

November 2018 to Question 188021 on Places of Worship Security Funding Scheme, 

whether officials of other Government departments have been involved in (a) visiting 

religious buildings and (b) attending faith-based roundtables. 

Andrew Gwynne:         [196755] 

To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, pursuant to the Answer of 16 

November 2018 to Question 188021 on Places of Worship Security Funding Scheme, 

which (a) mosques, (b) gurdwaras, (c) churches, (d) temples and (e) faith-based 

roundtables officials of his Department attended. 

Andrew Gwynne:         [196756] 

To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, pursuant to the Answer of 16 

November 2018 to Question 188021 on Places of Worship Security Funding Scheme, 

whether (a) he and (b) Ministers of his Department have attended (i) religious buildings 

and (ii) meetings with religious representatives to discuss the Places of Worship Security 

Funding Scheme in 2018. 

Victoria Atkins: 

Over the three years of the Places of Worship Security Funding Scheme, more than 

ten Home Office officials have visited religious buildings across the 3 years’ it has 

been running, alongside visits by Community Coordina-tors funded by the 

Department, and faith representatives. Officials from the Ministry of Housing, 

Communities & Local Government (MHCLG), have been involved with meetings of 

the Sikh Roundtable and the Anti-Muslim Hatred Working Group, where the POW 

scheme has been promoted or discussed. 

The names of the places of religious worship visited by officials in relation to the 

Places of Worship scheme are exempt from release under Section 38(1)(b) of the 

Freedom of Information Act 2000, on the grounds of the en-dangerment of the safety 

of individuals. However, officials have discussed the scheme at meetings of the Sikh 

Roundtable, the Anti-Muslim Hatred Working Group, and Independent Advisory 

Group on Hate Crime. The Min-ister for Faith, Lord Bourne of Aberystwyth, was 

present to discuss the scheme at the Sikh Roundtable in July 2018. 

 Police and Crime Commissioners: Operating Costs 

Gareth Snell:         [197476] 

To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what guidance his Department 

provides to Police and Crime Commissioners on the proportion of their budget that should 

be used for the running of their offices. 

Mr Nick Hurd: 

The Government does not issue guidance to Police and Crime Commissioners 

(PCCs) on the proportion of their budget that should be used for administration costs. 

Under the Police Reform and Social Responsibility Act 2011, it is the responsibility of 
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PCCs to determine how each police area’s funding settlement is allocated, including 

setting the police force budget and the running of the PCC’s office. 

The 2011 Act specifies that PCCs must publish key information as prescribed by the 

Secretary of State. The Elected Local Policing Bodies (Specified Information) order 

2011 (and amended in 2012) sets out what information must be published: 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2011/3050/contents/made 

The publication of this information enables the local electorate to judge whether the 

PCC is making the best use of public money at the ballot box. 

Police and Crime Panels (PCPs) have the power to scrutinise the actions and 

decisions of PCCs and enable the public to hold them to account. They have 

oversight of the commissioner’s key documents, decisions and reports, and conduct 

the majority of their business in public, ensuring information is available to the 

electorate. 

 Refugees: Travel 

Rosie Cooper:         [196717] 

To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what steps his Department is 

taking to support refugees who have to travel long distances for appointments with 

immigration officials. 

Caroline Nokes: 

Those who have been granted refugee status are not required to report to the Home 

Office, or attend meetings with immigration officials, as refugees are granted a period 

of leave to remain for five years. Reporting conditions are only applied to those who 

have received an adverse decision on their application. 

 Slavery: Victim Support Schemes 

Siobhain McDonagh:         [196679] 

To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, whether he plans to provide 

additional funding to ensure the 2020 modern slavery victim care contract complies with 

the Human Trafficking Foundation's slavery and trafficking survivor care standards. 

Victoria Atkins: 

The Government is committed to introducing minimum standards of care in the new 

victim care contract. 

These standards will be monitored using an inspection regime, based on the Human 

Trafficking Foundation’s Slavery and Trafficking Survivor Care Standards. The tender 

of the new contract will include the standards and any costs associated will be 

incorporated as part of the contact procurement process. 
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 UK Border Force 

Deidre Brock:         [197433] 

To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what plans he has to change the 

operation of the Border Force when the UK leaves the EU. 

Caroline Nokes: 

 While we cannot comment on detailed planning, Government departments are 

working together across a range of complex issues to develop our future approach at 

the border. 

These options will be kept under review in light of negotiations with the EU. We will 

always ensure we have the resources and workforce we need to keep the border 

secure. 

 HOUSING, COMMUNITIES AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

 Local Enterprise Partnerships: West Midlands 

Michael Fabricant:         [197323] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and Local Government, when he 

plans to reply to the letter from Andy Street, Metro Mayor of the West Midlands, on 

proposed changes to the geography of the Greater Birmingham and Solihull local 

enterprise partnership; and if he will make a statement. 

Jake Berry: 

The letter from Andy Street, Metro Mayor of the West Midlands, has been received. A 

response will be sent shortly. 

Local Enterprise Partnerships (LEPs) have been integral to economic growth across 

England since their establishment in 2010. This Government remains committed to 

strengthening LEPs to deliver ambitious strategies for growth and build an economy 

which is fit for the future. 

 Right to Buy Scheme 

Caroline Lucas:         [197414] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and Local Government, if he will 

make it his policy to fully exempt Community Land Trusts and cohousing tenants from the 

Voluntary Right to Buy; and if he will make a statement. 

Kit Malthouse: 

Residents of co-operatives are exempt from the Voluntary Right to Buy, and housing 

associations – including those partnering in community-led schemes – will have 

discretion not to sell certain homes. This can include homes built through a 

community land trust. 
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Where a housing association exercises this discretion, the tenant will be offered an 

alternative property so that they have the same opportunity for home ownership as 

other tenants. 

Housing associations are professional organisations that operate according to sound 

commercial and social principles, and we would expect them to work with their local 

community on the operation of the voluntary agreement. 

We are currently running a large-scale pilot of the Voluntary Right to Buy in the 

Midlands, one aim of which is to test out the exemptions and portability policies. 

 INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

 Marie Stopes International 

Sir Edward Leigh:         [197589] 

To ask the Secretary of State for International Development, how much Government 

funding her Department plans to allocate to Marie Stopes International in each of the 

years from 2018 to 2022. 

Alistair Burt: 

The Department for International Development’s budgets for future years have not 

been finalised. 

We expect to continue to fund Marie Stopes International (MSI) through a mix of 

central and country level programmes. For example, as part of our recently 

announced Women’s Integrated Sexual Health programme, MSI has been awarded a 

contract of £77 million for the period 2018-2021. 

 Overseas Aid 

Dan Carden:         [198358] 

To ask the Secretary of State for International Development, what progress she has 

made on the national conversation to which she referred in her speech of 9 October 2018 

entitled The future of UK aid post-Brexit. 

Penny Mordaunt: 

DFID will be holding a national conversation in 2019 to generate more information 

about how and to what extent British people want their savings and pensions to be 

invested in line with their values including the Sustainable Development Goals and 

ending poverty. This will include research and public outreach as well as discussions 

with the private sector, academia, think tanks and NGOs. 

Dan Carden:         [198359] 

To ask the Secretary of State for International Development, with reference to her speech 

of 9 October 2018, entitled The future of UK aid post-Brexit, what progress she has made 

on supporting members of the public to invest in poverty reduction. 
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Penny Mordaunt: 

DFID will be holding a national conversation in 2019 to generate more information 

about how and to what extent British people want their savings and pensions to be 

invested in line with their values including the Sustainable Development Goals and 

ending poverty. This will include research and public outreach as well as discussions 

with the private sector, academia, think tanks and NGOs. 

 NORTHERN IRELAND 

 Local Growth Deals: Northern Ireland 

Hugh Gaffney:         [197468] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Northern Ireland, what recent assessment he has made 

of the potential effect of growth deals on the economy of Northern Ireland. 

John Penrose: 

Devolved Territory City Deals are locally developed proposals to address specific 

regional economic challenges that result in long term funding commitments jointly 

from UK Government, Devolved Government and local partners such as the Councils 

and Universities. The intention is that the initiatives taken forward will lever in 

significant private sector investment and deliver step changes in local economic 

productivity and growth. 

This Government has committed to a comprehensive and ambitious set of city deals 

across Northern Ireland and at Autumn Budget, the Chancellor announced a £350 

million for a Belfast City Region Deal to boost investment and productivity, generating 

jobs, growth and prosperity, alongside the opening formal negotiations for a 

Derry/Londonderry and Strabane City Region Deal. 

The Belfast Region have estimated that their growth proposals could deliver almost 

20,000 jobs, with an annual GVA impact of £470million and create a Belfast Region 

that is not just self-sufficient but a driver for a rejuvenated NI economy. Proposals for 

the Derry/ Londonderry and Strabane City region deal are currently under 

development by local partners and will also include an assessment on their potential 

effect on the economy of Northern Ireland. 

 TRANSPORT 

 High Speed 2 Railway Line 

Tulip Siddiq:         [196824] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Transport, how much money his Department has spent 

on each (a) consultant and (b) consultancy firm to support the HS2 project in each year 

since 2010-11. 
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Ms Nusrat Ghani: 

The table below provides information on the total expenditure incurred by the High 

Speed Rail Group on consultancy in support of the HS2 project. 

FINANCIAL YEAR EXPENDITURE 

2011-12 £2,310 

2012-13 £4,803,540 

2013-14 £5,352,792 

2014-15 £10,563,780 

2015-16 £12,045,048 

2016-17 £10,366,823 

2017-18 £9,999,662 

 

The amount spent on consultancy reflects the need to utilise the best specialist 

expertise to deliver the Government’s biggest investment in transport infrastructure in 

generations. All consultancy contracts are competitively tendered to ensure value for 

money and every effort is made to transfer skills to permanent staff and ensure 

reduced reliance on external contractors. 

I am unable to publish a breakdown to your request as this information is 

commercially sensitive. The Department for Transport has a duty to manage 

procurements to deliver the best value for the tax payer, and publishing the 

breakdown requested would be likely to negatively prejudice the effective and 

efficient outcome of these procurement competitions. 

 TREASURY 

 Tonnage Tax 

Karl Turner:         [196870] 

To ask the Chancellor of the Exchequer, what the gross value added to the economy was 

from the tonnage tax scheme in each year since 2003-04. 

Mel Stride: 

The information requested is not readily available and could only be provided at 

disproportionate cost. 

 UK Shared Prosperity Fund 

Steve Double:         [196796] 

To ask the Chancellor of the Exchequer, what progress has been made in developing the 

UK Shared Prosperity Fund (UKSPF); and what recent discussions he has had with the 
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Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and Local Government on the publication of 

the planned public consultation on the UKSPF. 

Elizabeth Truss: 

As set out by the Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and Local 

Government in July, the government will establish a UK Shared Prosperity Fund once 

the UK has left the European Union and EU Structural Funds. The Fund will tackle 

inequalities between communities by raising productivity, especially in those parts of 

our country whose economies are furthest behind. 

 UK Trade with EU 

Philip Davies:         [197388] 

To ask the Chancellor of the Exchequer, what proportion of UK GDP is from trade with 

the EU. 

John Glen: 

As our largest trading partner, total trade with the EU was worth the equivalent of 

30.4% of GDP in 2017. Within this, goods and services exports to the EU were 13.8% 

of GDP. 

Net trade in goods and services with the EU contributed 0.8 percentage points to 

GDP growth last year. 

However, this does not account for intermediate demand or the inputs of products, 

both domestic and imported, stemming from trade with the EU. 

 WORK AND PENSIONS 

 Unemployment: Young People 

Geraint Davies:         [196660] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Work and Pensions, what estimate she has made of the 

cost to the public purse of youth unemployment. 

Alok Sharma: 

The Department has not made an estimate of the overall costs of youth 

unemployment. 

The most recent data (July-September 2018) from the ONS Labour Force Survey 

shows that youth unemployment is at a near record low of 476,000 – down by nearly 

50% (463,000) since the 2010 election. 

 Universal Credit: Northern Ireland 

Hugh Gaffney:         [197469] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Work and Pensions, what recent assessment the 

Government has made of the effect on low-income families of the roll-out of universal 

credit throughout Northern Ireland. 
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Alok Sharma: 

The Department does not hold this information. Social Security is a devolved matter 

in Northern Ireland. The delivery of Universal Credit in Northern Ireland is the 

responsibility of the Department for Communities, part of the Northern Ireland 

Executive. 



WRITTEN STATEMENTS 

 HOME OFFICE 

 Statement of Changes in Immigration Rules 

The Minister of State for Immigration (Caroline Nokes):           [HCWS1159]        

My rt hon Friend, the Home Secretary, will shortly be laying before the House a 

Statement of Changes in Immigration Rules. 

The Government is clear that entrepreneurs play a key role in creating jobs and driving 

economic growth, which is vital to the prosperity of the UK. In June of this year, we 

announced a new Start-up visa route. This will build upon the successes of the current 

Tier 1 (Graduate Entrepreneur) route, expanding it to ensure that the UK can benefit from 

a wider pool of overseas talent looking to establish new businesses in the UK. Applicants 

will be endorsed by either a business or higher education institution sponsor. 

We are announcing that we will build on this offer further by introducing a new Innovator 

route, for more experienced business people. This will replace the current Tier 1 

(Entrepreneur) route and have a similar emphasis on endorsement by a business 

sponsor, who will assess applicants’ business ideas for their innovation, viability and 

scalability. 

Alongside this, we will reform our Tier 1 (Investor) route. 

These reforms will be introduced in the spring and will ensure the UK remains a world-

leading destination for investment and innovation. We will shortly be publishing a 

Statement of Intent setting out the details of how the reformed routes will work and I will 

place a copy in the House Library. 

We are also introducing wider changes through these Immigration Rules which 

demonstrate our commitment to supporting talented leaders in their fields, and promising 

future leaders, coming to the UK under the Tier 1 (Exceptional Talent) route. The 

changes will expand this route to provide for a route of entry for leading architects 

endorsed by the Royal Institute of British Architects, under the remit of Arts Council 

England (ACE). This change builds upon other reforms to the route earlier this year, 

including doubling the number of places available, providing for faster settlement to 

existing leaders in their fields endorsed under this route, and expanding the route to 

leading fashion designers, also endorsed under the remit of ACE. We will continue to 

work closely with our partners in this route to attract more leading international talent to 

the UK. 

More broadly, the changes also include a number of minor, more technical changes to 

our Tier 1 and Tier 2 routes for highly skilled workers. These changes will be made to 

ensure the Immigration Rules remain up-to-date and for consistency purposes. 
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The Government greatly values the roles played by our charities and religious institutions 

and those who wish to come to the UK to contribute to these organisations are extremely 

welcome. However, there are some issues with the routes as they currently operate. 

Our immigration system makes specific provision for both Ministers of Religion and those 

coming as religious workers. This distinction between the two roles reflects the 

importance we place on our faith leaders speaking English to a high standard, whilst at 

the same time still permitting other members of religious communities to contribute to the 

UK in non-pastoral roles. 

Whilst it is not the intention of the Tier 5 Religious Workers route, our current rules could 

permit religious workers to perform roles, that include preaching and leading a 

congregation, without first being required to demonstrate that they speak English to an 

acceptable standard. To address this, we are prohibiting Tier 5 Religious Workers filling 

roles as Ministers of Religion and direct them instead to do so through the correct Tier 2 

Minister of Religion sub-category. This will require Ministers of Religion to demonstrate a 

strong command of English and ensure they can interact with the community around 

them. The Tier 5 arrangements for Religious Workers and Charity Workers have always 

been intended to provide for only limited periods of residence in the UK of up to two 

years. We have however seen instances of migrants in these categories repeatedly 

applying for consecutive periods of leave, in effect achieving ongoing residency in the 

UK. We will therefore introduce a ‘cooling off period’, preventing Tier 5 Religious Worker 

and Tier 5 Charity Worker visa holders from returning to the UK, via these immigration 

routes for 12 months after their visa expires. This change ensures that we will continue to 

welcome those coming to make a contribution to our religious and charity organisations, 

whilst at the same time underpinning the Government’s intention that these are temporary 

routes. 

On 6 September the Home Secretary issued a Written Ministerial Statement (HCWS940) 

announcing the introduction of a new pilot scheme for 2019, enabling non-EEA migrant 

workers to come to the UK to undertake seasonal employment in the Horticultural sector. 

These amendments will set out the legislative framework for introducing this pilot. 

This small-scale pilot will test the effectiveness of our immigration system at alleviating 

seasonal labour shortages during peak production periods, whilst maintaining robust 

immigration control and ensuring there are minimal impacts on local communities and 

public services. 

The organisations chosen to fill the role of scheme operators for this pilot have been 

selected following a fair and open selection process, undertaken by the Department of 

the Environment, Food and Rural Affairs. 

The formal date of implementation for this pilot will be announced in due course. 


