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ANSWERS 

 ATTORNEY GENERAL 

 Police: Crimes of Violence 

Layla Moran:         [195659] 

To ask the Attorney General, how many police officers have been charged with (a) 

grievous bodily harm or (b) actual bodily harm by the Crown Prosecution Service and 

then acquitted after a trial in each of the last five years for which figures are available. 

Robert Buckland: 

The offences of grievous and actual bodily harm are created by the Offences against 

the Person Act 1861. The Crown Prosecution Service (CPS) does not maintain a 

central record of defendants charged with, or prosecuted for these offences. This 

information could only be obtained by examining CPS case files, which would incur 

disproportionate cost. 

While the CPS does not hold a central record of defendants prosecuted by specific 

offences, records are held reporting the number of defendants, identified as being 

persons serving with the police, who are assigned the Principal Offence Category 

‘Offences against the Person’ at finalisation. Persons serving with the police are 

defined as, and include, police staff, community support officers and contracted 

escort and detention officers in addition to serving police officers. These figures are 

identified by way of a monitoring flag, administered by a member of staff highlighting 

it as a “Police complaint” case. 

The table below shows the number of prosecuted defendants, flagged as being 

persons serving with the police and whose Principal Offence Category was identified 

as ‘Offences against the Person’, in each of the last five years. 

 2013-2014 2014-2015 2015-2016 2016-2017 2017-2018 

Total 

Defendants 

Prosecuted 

43 45 121 94 92 

Total Trials  16 18 31 21 39 

Convicted 

after Trial  

9 10 13 8 18 

Acquitted 

after Trial  

7 8 18 13 21 

% Acquitted  44% 44% 58% 62% 54% 
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 BUSINESS, ENERGY AND INDUSTRIAL STRATEGY 

 Coal Fired Power Stations: Environment Protection 

Mr Barry Sheerman:         [907902] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy, what recent 

discussions he has had with his Chinese counterpart on the environmental consequences 

of that Government establishing coal-fired power stations throughout the world. 

Claire Perry: 

My Rt hon Friend the Secretary of State for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy 

recently met his Chinese Counterpart at the UK-China Energy Dialogue in December 

2017, where they discussed a wide range of issues around transitioning to a low 

carbon economy, including China’s efforts to reduce the amount of coal in its energy 

mix. Last year the UK and Canada established the Powering Past Coal Alliance - 

which now counts over 70 members - to encourage countries, businesses and other 

organisations around the world to advance the transition from unabated coal power 

generation. 

 Energy: Housing 

Thangam Debbonaire:         [194693] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy, pursuant to 

the Answer of 9 July 2018 to Question 159646 on Energy: Housing, how many 

applications for feed-in tariffs were (a) made and (b) approved for of properties with an 

energy performance certificate of D and above between June 2016 and June 2017. 

Claire Perry: 

The central Feed-In Tariffs (FIT) register does not record the number of applications 

made. Between 1 June 2016 and 31 May 2017 there were 17,132 installations with 

an energy performance certificate of D and above accredited under the scheme. 

 Energy: Hydrogen 

Anna Turley:         [195611] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy, what 

assessment he has made of the progress by local authorities on supporting development 

and implementation of hydrogen conversion technology in their local area. 

Anna Turley:         [195612] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy, which local 

authorities he has met with to discuss the steps they are taking to support the 

development and implementation of hydrogen conversion technology. 

Anna Turley:         [195614] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy, what 

assessment he has made of progress that (a) Tees Valley Combined Authority, (b) 
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Liverpool City Region and (c) Leeds City Council have made in supporting the 

development and implementation of hydrogen conversion technology. 

Claire Perry: 

The Department has not made a formal assessment of the progress that that Local 

Authorities have made in supporting the development and implementation of 

hydrogen conversion technology. However, in the course of work to understand how 

the UK can move to low carbon heating and the potential role of hydrogen in the 

wider energy system, my officials and I have met with a range of national, regional 

and local stakeholders. 

Our engagement has taken a number of forms - bilateral engagement, roundtables, 

conferences and workshops - and has included engagement with, among others: 

Scottish Government, Welsh Government, the Tees Valley Combined Authority, 

Liverpool City Region, Swindon Council, Swindon and Wiltshire LEP, Cheshire and 

Warrington LEP, and Greater London Authority. 

 Fracking: Lancashire 

Caroline Lucas:         [191377] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy, if he will 

publish any reports provided by Cuadrilla Bowland Ltd to the Oil and Gas Authority on the 

four seismic events of greater than the red light 0.5ML threshold that occurred at the 

Preston New Road shale gas site between 26 October 2018 and 4 November 2018. 

Claire Perry: 

The Oil and Gas Authority (OGA) monitors seismicity as part of their regulatory duties 

at shale gas sites. They review all information submitted to them by Cuadrilla and 

have assured the Government that events at Preston New Road are conforming to 

the pre-agreed Hydraulic Fracture Plan. 

Information about the seismic events is displayed real-time on the British Geological 

Survey (BGS) site and Cuadrilla regularly update information on traffic light events on 

their web-site. 

Within 30 days of completion of operations the operator must submit a Hydraulic 

Fracturing Operations Report to the OGA. The OGA will publish these reports six 

months after receipt. 

 Fuel Poverty 

Kate Hollern:         [196270] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy, what recent 

comparative assessment his Department has made of the level of fuel poverty in each 

region. 

Claire Perry: 

Fuel poverty figures by region can be found in Table 6 of the fuel poverty detailed 

tables: https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/fuel-poverty-detailed-tables-2018 
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 Fuel Poverty: North West 

Kate Hollern:         [196271] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy, what 

assessment his Department has made of the level of fuel poverty in (a) the North West 

and (b) Blackburn constituency. 

Claire Perry: 

The latest sub-regional fuel poverty statistics can be found here: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/fuel-poverty-sub-regional-statistics 

 Heating: Carbon Emissions 

Anna Turley:         [195613] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy, pursuant to 

the Answer of 5 September 2018 to Question 166496 on Energy: Hydrogen, when the 

Government plans to publish further information on the work it is undertaking to 

strengthen and assess the evidence on the range of potential approaches to 

decarbonising heat. 

Claire Perry: 

The Department continues to publish findings from externally commissioned studies 

in support of work to strengthen the evidence of potential approaches to 

decarbonising heat. We plan to publish a report on our review of the evidence in due 

course. 

 Higher Education: Research 

Deidre Brock:         [195119] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy, what recent 

assessment he has made of the effect of the UK leaving the EU on research funding in 

universities. 

Richard Harrington: 

The Government is undertaking a wide range of analysis in support of our EU exit 

negotiations and preparations. Ministers have a specific responsibility, which 

Parliament has endorsed, not to release information that would reveal our negotiating 

position. 

However, we know that as of the end of May 2018, the UK had the second highest 

number of project participations in Horizon 2020. This was 14.4% of the total share of 

funding, second only to Germany. This demonstrates that it is in the interests of the 

UK and EU for us to continue to collaborate on research and innovation. It also 

signals assurance from both sides that although we are leaving the EU, we are not 

leaving Europe. 

We have now agreed in principle the terms of the UK’s smooth and orderly exit from 

the EU as set out in the Withdrawal Agreement. Once ratified, the provisions in the 

Withdrawal Agreement will ensure UK participation in EU Programmes committed 
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under the 2014-2020 Multi-annual Financial Framework until the closure of the 

programme or activity. Horizon 2020 is an EU Programme committed under the 

2014-2020 MFF. 

The Outline Political Declaration signifies an important milestone which explicitly 

provides for inclusion of terms for UK participation in EU Programmes, such as 

science and innovation. The UK Government has made it clear to our European 

neighbours that we want the option to associate to excellence-based EU research & 

innovation funding programmes, networks and infrastructures. 

 Hunterston B Power Station: Nuclear Reactors 

Tommy Sheppard:         [196236] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy, whether he 

has had discussions with the Office for Nuclear Regulation on (a) restarting Hunterston 

Nuclear Reactor and (b) reported cracks in that Reactor's graphite core; and if he will 

make a statement. 

Richard Harrington: 

Operational discussions relating to the Hunterston Nuclear Reactor are a matter for 

the Office for Nuclear Regulation (ONR) and the commercial provider. Hunterston will 

only return to service when the ONR is satisfied that it is safe for it to do so. 

 Liquefied Petroleum Gas: Prices 

Bill Grant:         [193557] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy, whether an 

assessment has been made of the potential merits of creating a regulatory body to 

oversee the pricing of domestic LPG supplies. 

Claire Perry: 

The Government believes that it is essential that domestic Liquid Petroleum Gas 

(LPG) consumers get a fair deal and therefore the powers held by an independent 

Competition and Markets Authority (CMA) provide the best long-term guarantee of 

competitive prices and consumer protection. 

The supply of bulk domestic LPG remains subject to regulation under the Domestic 

Bulk LPG Investigation Order 2006 and the Domestic Bulk LPG Investigation 

(Metered Estates) Order 2009 and the CMA continues to monitor compliance by the 

suppliers. 

We therefore have no plans to create another regulatory body to regulate the LPG 

sector. 

 Offshore Industry: Working Hours 

Danielle Rowley:         [195101] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy, what recent 

assessment he has made of the variations in (a) shift and (b) holiday patterns of (i) 
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directly employed and (ii) contractor staff working on offshore oil and gas installations on 

the UK Continental Shelf. 

Claire Perry: 

Variations in shift and holiday patterns of directly employed or contracted staff 

working on offshore oil and gas installations on the UK Continental Shelf is a matter 

for the companies concerned and not for Government. 

 Universities: Research 

Helen Hayes:         [196786] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy, what 

assessment his Department has made of the potential effect of the UK leaving the EU on 

scientific and academic research in UK universities. 

Richard Harrington: 

I refer the hon Member to the answer I gave to Question UIN 195119. 

 Wind Power: Skilled Workers 

Rebecca Long Bailey:         [196842] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy, what steps he 

is taking to ensure that skilled workers in the offshore oil and gas sector can train to work 

in the offshore wind sector without incurring unreasonable extra cost or duplicate 

qualifications. 

Claire Perry: 

Within the offshore oil and gas industry several initiatives are taking place to help 

diversify the workforce into other sectors of the economy such as offshore wind. For 

example, OPITO the offshore industry skills body is working with Government and 

representatives from offshore oil and gas, onshore oil and gas, renewables and 

nuclear sectors to identify common transferable qualifications for a range of technical 

job roles to enable workers to move more freely between energy sectors. 

 CABINET OFFICE 

 Carillion 

Jon Trickett:         [196119] 

To ask the Minister for the Cabinet Office, whether his Department has provided training 

or other instruction to the Crown Representatives intended to ensure learning from the 

collapse of Carillion. 

Oliver Dowden: 

The Crown Representatives fulfil an important role in a wider system of assurance 

and supplier relationship management and participate in regular sharing of 

knowledge and best practice. We continually review the Crown Representatives 

through feedback mechanisms. We have reviewed the portfolio and allocation of 
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Strategic Suppliers, have recently appointed new Crown Representatives and new 

Strategic Suppliers to the programme and have changed Crown Representative and 

others to new suppliers where appropriate. 

 Government Departments: Data Protection 

Jo Platt:         [196203] 

To ask the Minister for the Cabinet Office, what factors are taken into consideration when 

decisions are taken on storing government data by contracted private sector cloud 

companies. 

Oliver Dowden: 

In order to establish the merits of storing government data with a contracted private 

sector cloud company, departments should use the Technology Code of Practice 

principles and follow the government Cloud First policy. Both of these policies provide 

clear guidelines of the things a department should consider, recognising that there is 

not one single solution for all departments. 

It is the responsibility of each government department to take risk-based decisions 

about their use of cloud providers for the storage of government data up to 

“OFFICIAL” level. When considering a commercial provider, departments should take 

into account the cloud security principles developed by the National Cyber Security 

Centre ( https://www.ncsc.gov.uk/guidance/implementing-cloud-security-principles ). 

Finally, the solution must provide the best value for the taxpayer. 

 Government Departments: Staff 

Jon Trickett:         [196096] 

To ask the Minister for the Cabinet Office, what steps his Department has taken since 

January 2018 to improve the efficiency and effectiveness of Crown Representatives. 

Oliver Dowden: 

The Crown Representatives fulfil an important role in a wider system of assurance 

and supplier relationship management and participate in regular sharing of 

knowledge and best practice. We continually review the Crown Representatives 

through feedback mechanisms. We have reviewed the portfolio and allocation of 

Strategic Suppliers, have recently appointed new Crown Representatives and new 

Strategic Suppliers to the programme and have changed Crown Representative and 

others to new suppliers where appropriate. 

The Crown Representatives are part time and are fully supported by a full time 

Markets and Suppliers team which comprises a number of relationship managers and 

business analysts. 
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 Immigration 

Jo Stevens:         [196214] 

To ask the Minister for the Cabinet Office, what data-gathering methodologies his 

Department uses to count the number of people arriving in the UK from (a) the EU, (b) 

the EEA and (c) other countries. 

Chloe Smith: 

The information requested falls within the responsibility of the UK Statistics Authority. 

I have asked the Authority to reply. 

Attachments: 

1. UKSA response [PQ196214 holding response.pdf] 

 Industrial Injuries Scheme: Civil Service 

Carolyn Harris:         [195114] 

To ask the Minister for the Cabinet Office, how many claimants who were 

overcompensated through the Civil Service Injury Benefit Scheme have had to repay 

monies upon reaching retirement age in each year for which information is available. 

Carolyn Harris:         [195115] 

To ask the Minister for the Cabinet Office, what the total amount is that claimants who 

were overcompensated in injury benefit from the Civil Service Injury Benefit Scheme have 

had to repay in each year for which information is available. 

Oliver Dowden: 

Annual allowances payable under the Civil Service Injury Benefit Scheme are 

reviewed each year and reduced where appropriate to take account of retirement 

pensions that become payable wholly or partly out of public funds. The information 

about claimants who have been overcompensated can only be provided at 

disproportionate cost. 

 Interserve 

Jon Trickett:         [196092] 

To ask the Minister for the Cabinet Office, whether the Crown Commercial Service has 

plans to issue guidance to public sector bodies on the financial risks associated with 

contracting with Interserve. 

Oliver Dowden: 

It is the responsibility of contracting authorities to carry out appropriate due diligence 

checks on potential suppliers and financial monitoring on existing suppliers when they 

are contracting out, to ensure that those suppliers are able to deliver the public 

services for which they are contracted. 

The Strategic Supplier Risk Management Policy is not of itself relevant to the conduct 

of procurement activities. If contracting authorities approach Cabinet Office to request 
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advice on their procurements, however, Cabinet Office provides assistance where 

requested and available. 

Jon Trickett:         [196094] 

To ask the Minister for the Cabinet Office, if his Department will take steps to accelerate 

the creation of a living will to be delivered by Interserve. 

Jon Trickett:         [196098] 

To ask the Minister for the Cabinet Office, when Interserve is planned to provide a living 

will for his Department. 

Oliver Dowden: 

As the Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster announced on 19 November, Interserve 

is one of the suppliers who have volunteered to pilot the use of “living wills”. The 

companies piloting “living wills” will provide them in the coming weeks. 

Jon Trickett:         [196095] 

To ask the Minister for the Cabinet Office, with reference to the conclusion in the letter of 

the Chairs of the Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy and Work and Pensions 

Committees of 4 September 2018, on Carillion, that the current system of monitoring 

suppliers was not able to identify or prevent the precarious state of Carillion and its 

decline and collapse, what extraordinary steps his Department is taking to monitor the 

financial health of Interserve. 

Jon Trickett:         [196101] 

To ask the Minister for the Cabinet Office, if he will direct the Crown Commercial Service 

to undertake a review of the ability of Interserve to deliver services guaranteed under its 

public sector contracts. 

Oliver Dowden: 

The Government already continually monitors the financial health of its strategic 

suppliers and has appropriate plans in place in relation to the risk of those 

companies. These plans are commercially sensitive and confidential. We do not 

believe that any strategic supplier is in a similar situation to Carillion. 

This monitoring also enables Government to assess suppliers’ ability to deliver the 

services which they hold contracts for. 

The company’s current intentions are a matter for the company itself. 

Jon Trickett:         [196097] 

To ask the Minister for the Cabinet Office, what steps the Crown Commercial Service is 

taking to ensure that Interserve managers pass on relevant and accurate information to 

Crown Representatives. 

Oliver Dowden: 

Cabinet Office regularly engages with all Strategic Suppliers to ensure that 

Government is receiving relevant and accurate information on suppliers’ health and 

their ability to deliver on their contracts. This work is led through the Strategic 
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Partnering Programme in the Markets and Suppliers team in the Government 

Commercial Function. 

Jon Trickett:         [196118] 

To ask the Minister for the Cabinet Office, what the value is of all public sector (a) 

contracts and (b) joint contracts held by Interserve. 

Oliver Dowden: 

This information is already publicly available on Contracts Finder. 

Jon Trickett:         [196120] 

To ask the Minister for the Cabinet Office, how many meetings the Crown Commercial 

Service has had with representatives of Interserve to discuss significant material 

concerns relating to that company. 

Oliver Dowden: 

The Crown Commercial Service holds quarterly meetings with the company as part of 

a regular governance process for framework suppliers. In addition to regular CCS 

and departmental (or contract authority) meetings, the Cabinet Office Markets and 

Suppliers team meets regularly with all the strategic suppliers as part of their supplier 

relationship management programme. 

 Lobbying 

Mr Jim Cunningham:         [196085] 

To ask the Minister for the Cabinet Office, what assessment he has made of the 

adequacy of the regulations on political lobbying of members of the Government. 

Chloe Smith: 

The Government is confident that the Transparency of Lobbying Act, Non-party 

Campaigning and Trade Union Administration Act 2014 is working well in requiring 

consultant lobbyists to declare on whose behalf they are lobbying. The Act 

complements existing transparency mechanisms including the quarterly publication of 

Ministerial meetings with external organisations and industry-led regulation such as 

subscription to industry codes of conduct. 

The Ministerial Code is clear that Ministers must not accept invitations to act as 

patrons or otherwise offer support to pressure groups and Ministers must ensure that 

they do not place themselves, or appear to place themselves under an obligation to 

such groups. The Code also requires Minister to ensure that no conflict arises or 

could reasonably be perceived to arise between their public duties and their private 

interest, financial or otherwise. 

 Perinatal Mortality 

Jim Shannon:         [195587] 

To ask the Minister for the Cabinet Office, how many still-births there have been in each 

of the last five years. 
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Chloe Smith: 

The information requested falls within the responsibility of the UK Statistics Authority. 

I have asked the Authority to reply. 

Attachments: 

1. UKSA response [PQ 195587.pdf] 

 DEFENCE 

 Armed Forces 

Jo Stevens:         [196211] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Defence, how many personnel who were born overseas 

currently serve in the (a) Army, (b) Royal Navy and (c) Royal Air Force. 

Mr Tobias Ellwood: 

The requested information is provided below: 

Trained and untrained Regular personnel reporting a non-UK country of birth, 

as at 1 April 2018 

ARMY ROYAL NAVY/ROYAL MARINES ROYAL AIR FORCE 

12,250 1,400 1,880 

 

Notes: requirements for entry to the UK Armed Forces are based on nationality, not 

country of birth. 

Numbers are rounded to the nearest 10. 

 Firing Ranges: Closures 

Mr Kevan Jones:         [195503] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Defence, which firing range training facilities his 

Department plans to close in the UK; what the proposed date of each such proposed 

closure is; and if he will make a statement. 

Mr Tobias Ellwood: 

The Ministry of Defence announced its intention to close Middlewick Ranges in the 

estate optimisation strategy "A Better Defence Estate" in November 2016 with an 

estimated disposal date of 2020 and reprovision at Fingringhoe Ranges. 

 Leuchars Station 

Deidre Brock:         [195118] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Defence, how many (a) civilian and (b) service 

personnel are based at Leuchars. 
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Mr Tobias Ellwood: 

There are currently around 100 civil servants and 750 UK Regular Forces, supported 

by around 30 Full Time Reserve Service personnel, based at Leuchars. 

These figures have been rounded to the nearest 10; where the number ended in a 5 

it has been rounded to the nearest 20 to avoid systematic bias. UK Regular Forces 

includes Military Provost Guard Service personnel, but excludes Gurkhas, mobilised 

Reservists, Locally Engaged Personnel and Non-Regular Permanent Staff. 

 Military Aid: Drugs 

Mr Jim Cunningham:         [196690] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Defence, in which countries British armed forces are 

deployed in operations to tackle the illegal drugs trade. 

Mark Lancaster: 

Defence supports the UK Government and international efforts to tackle the threat 

from illicit drugs. Our main efforts are focused on seizure and disruption of illicit 

narcotics on the high seas. All Royal Navy ships conduct maritime security tasks 

while on operations and transiting between ports. This includes counter narcotics, 

counter piracy, and anti people smuggling and human trafficking. 

The Royal Navy is involved in multinational counter-narcotic operations primarily in 

the Caribbean and Indian Ocean. The Royal Fleet Auxiliary also operates with US 

and other international partners to stem the flow of drugs from Latin America through 

the Caribbean, and across the Atlantic to UK and Europe. 

At present RAF MOUNTS BAY is deployed to the Atlantic Patrol Task North and 

conducts counter narcotic operations as part of the deployment, generally outside the 

core hurricane period. In support of this task she routinely embarks a US Coast 

Guard Law Enforcement Detachment to assist. 

The Royal Navy contributes to the Combined Maritime Force, headquartered in 

Bahrain, which promotes security, stability and prosperity across approximately 3.2 

million square miles of international waters, encompassing some of the world's most 

important shipping lanes. 

Last week HMS Dragon, a Royal Navy Type 45 Destroyer, interdicted 3,048kg of 

hashish from a dhow acting suspiciously in the Indian Ocean, along an area 

stretching from the Makran Coast to East Africa known as 'The Hash Highway.' HMS 

Dragon is part of the Royal Navy's commitment to the Combined Task Force 150 

conducting operations in the wider Indian Ocean/North Arabian sea region. 

 Service Complaints Ombudsman: Vetting 

Mrs Madeleine Moon:         [196769] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Defence, how many successful applicants for the role of 

investigation officer were awaiting security vetting in each quarter since 2017; how long 

each such investigation officer was waiting for that vetting to be completed; how many 
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people found other employment during the period of security vetting; who was 

responsible for that security vetting; how often the contractual standards for security 

vetting were not met in that time period; and if he will make a statement. 

Mr Tobias Ellwood: 

The information is not held centrally and could be provided only at disproportionate 

cost. 

 DIGITAL, CULTURE, MEDIA AND SPORT 

 Centre for Data Ethics and Innovation: Public Appointments 

Tracy Brabin:         [196781] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport, what criteria 

appointees to the board of the Centre for Data Ethics and Innovation were assessed 

against when candidates were considered for that role. 

Margot James: 

The selection criteria for the Board was outlined within the expression of interest as 

published on the Cabinet Office's public appointments website. The candidates were 

asked to demonstrate high level experience of strategic leadership, communication 

and influencing skills and have a strong understanding of the Centre's role. As well as 

this - we were looking for relevant expertise across key areas which include; data 

science, business, ethics, social sciences, policy, law and regulation. 

 Cybercrime 

Jo Platt:         [196204] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport, how many 

applications (a) submitted to and (b) approved by the Cyber Skills Immediate Impact 

Fund there were in each of the three award ranges set out in the application guidance. 

Margot James: 

The assessment process for applications made to the expanded Cyber Skills 

Immediate Impact Fund (CSIIF) is ongoing and the outcomes will be announced in 

early 2019. The CSIIF pilot, launched in February 2018, received 25 applications and 

seven initiatives were supported. 

Jo Platt:         [196206] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport, what the total cost to 

the public purse of the Cyber Accelerator scheme has been to date; and what criteria his 

Department is using to determine the scheme's success. 

Margot James: 

For national security reasons we do not specify individual NCSP funding amounts. 

Metrics to measure the performance of the programme include the economic impact 

of participating firms, such as revenue growth; employee growth and investment 
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raised. Participating firms are also surveyed on satisfaction with the programme, and 

new connections made. 

Jo Platt:         [196207] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport, with reference to the 

Cyber Accelerator Scheme, what steps he has taken to ensure that the results of 

technological and cyber innovation funded by public investment are made available to the 

public. 

Margot James: 

The main goal of the Accelerator programme is to create a growing, innovative and 

thriving cyber security sector in the UK. 

The NCSC Cyber Accelerator and London Office for Rapid Cyber Advancement help 

drive the development of cutting-edge cyber products and dynamic new cyber 

security companies that will benefit both home users and businesses. 

Jo Platt:         [196902] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport, for what reasons 

Government Departments' and other public bodies were excluded from applying to the 

Cyber Skills Immediate Impact Fund. 

Margot James: 

The Cyber Skills Immediate Impact Fund (CSIIF) is designed to incentivise and 

encourage a broader range of industry led activity to quickly increase numbers and 

diversity in the UK’s cyber security workforce. Initiatives supported through the CSIIF 

pilot are being delivered by organisations such as training providers and charities. 

The CSIIF complements other activity supported through the £1.9 billion National 

Cyber Security Programme to specifically support government departments and other 

public bodies build cyber security capability. 

 Cybercrime: Small Businesses 

Jo Platt:         [196205] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport, pursuant to the 

Answer of 15 November 2018 to Question 190517, Cybercrime: Small Businesses, 

whether Government funding is available to small and medium-sized businesses to help 

them achieve CyberEssentials certification. 

Margot James: 

There is currently no central Government funding to help small and medium-sized 

businesses achieve Cyber Essentials certification. However, the scheme was 

designed to be suitable for organisations of all sizes in all sectors; and particularly for 

small and medium-sized businesses. Any organisation can use the advice for free 

and implement the scheme themselves. For those that want a certificate, the cost - 

which is set by the market - starts at around £300. 
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 Department for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport: Integrity Initiative 

Chris Williamson:         [196181] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport, whether his 

Department has (a) funded, (b) awarded contracts to and (c) procured the services of the 

Integrity Initiative in each financial year since 2015-16. 

Margot James: 

DCMS has provided no funding, contracts or procured services from the Integrity 

Initiative. 

 Lotteries 

Carolyn Harris:         [195097] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport, what steps his 

Department is taking to meet its objective of helping society lotteries to thrive. 

Mims Davies: 

Society lotteries are an important fundraising tool, raising hundreds of millions of 

pounds every year for many good causes. 

We are committed to ensuring both society lotteries and the National Lottery are able 

to thrive. The Department launched a consultation in June 2018 considering 

proposals to amend society lottery sales and prize limits. This aims to allow society 

lotteries to grow while protecting the National Lottery. The consultation closed on 7 

September and my officials are now carefully considering responses. We hope to 

respond to the consultation in the first half of next year. 

 Lotteries: Charities 

Carolyn Harris:         [195096] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport, what estimate his 

Department has made of the number of charities that have more than one society lottery 

licence. 

Mims Davies: 

Licensing of society lotteries is the responsibility of the Gambling Commission. Their 

most recent figures from March 2017 show there are 319 lotteries that hold two 

licences. One licence is required to sell by remote channels (such as online or over 

the telephone) and a separate licence is required to sell by non-remote channels (in 

person). 

There are three charities that hold multiple licences. These are Macmillan, Royal 

British Legion and Age UK. 

Some societies also come together under a common umbrella brand, managed by 

licensed External Lottery Managers. The societies that make up an umbrella brand 

are legally separate to each other and will each hold the relevant licence. 
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 Sports: North East 

Mr Stephen Hepburn:         [195494] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport, what steps he is 

taking to support (a) grassroots football and (b) other sports in (i) Jarrow constituency, (ii) 

South Tyneside, (iii) Gateshead and (iiii) the North East. 

Mims Davies: 

Government, through Sport England, is investing over a billion pounds over the next 

four years to support grassroots sport. The Football Foundation is an organisation 

investing £60m each year into improving the country's grassroots football and sports 

infrastructure with money provided by its funding partners: the Premier League, The 

FA and the Government (via Sport England). 

Total grassroots football investment (Sport England and Football Foundation) for the 

North East is over £23m since 2010. 

A full breakdown of figures for other grassroots sports funded by Sport England are 

available on their website: www.sportengland.org. 

UK Sport, which receives funding from the UK government and the National Lottery, 

prepares athletes for Olympic and Paralympic Games across the UK, and is investing 

up to £345m to fund at least 38 sports across the current 4-year Tokyo 2020 Summer 

Olympic and Paralympic funding cycle. UK Sport has also invested over £32m into 

Winter Olympic and Paralympic sports in the current PyeongChang 2018 funding 

cycle. 

 Tourism 

Mr Gregory Campbell:         [196711] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport, what recent steps he 

has taken to progress a tourism sector deal to support tourist resorts hosting major 

events. 

Michael Ellis: 

As announced on 27 November, Government is undertaking formal negotiations for 

the proposed Tourism Sector Deal. Industry and Government must now work 

together to finalise the details of the proposed Sector Deal. 

Attracting - and taking advantage of hosting - major events will form an important part 

of the proposal. I would urge those in the events sector to engage with Steve 

Ridgway, the Chair of the British Tourism Authority, and their trade associations as 

we take forward these discussions. 
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 EDUCATION 

 Adoption: Medical Examinations 

Mr Barry Sheerman:         [195024] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Education, if he will discuss with the Secretary of State 

for Health and Social Care bringing forward proposals to exempt prospective adoptive 

parents from fees for medical checks. 

Mr Barry Sheerman:         [195025] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Education, if the Government will take steps to make 

prospective adopters exempt from paying GP surgery fees for medical checks. 

Nadhim Zahawi: 

The adopter approval process is free for prospective adopters so that they are not 

charged by adoption agencies for their preparation and assessment. However, the 

adoption agency must obtain a written report from a registered medical practitioner 

about the health of the prospective adopter following a full examination. There is 

often a charge payable to a GP for completion of this report that an adoption agency 

can cover should it choose. 

The Department of Health and Social Care currently has no plans to make changes 

to the fees that GPs charge prospective adopters for medical checks. Any changes to 

the charges by GPs would need to be negotiated between NHS England and the 

General Practitioner Committee of the British Medical Association as part of the 

annual contract negotiations. 

 Care Homes 

Andrew Selous:         [196773] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Education, what assessment he has made of the (a) 

level of harm caused to children and (b) amount of police time expended as a result of 

the absence of regulations governing over 16 year old children's homes; if he will (i) 

instruct Ofsted to undertake inspections of those homes and (ii) introduce a fit and proper 

person test for directors of those homes; and if he will make a statement. 

Nadhim Zahawi: 

All children’s homes are governed by the same legislation and regulations, regardless 

of the age of the children they look after. We expect local authorities to safeguard 

children in their care aged over 16 in the same way they safeguard any looked-after 

child and for Ofsted to challenge those that are not meeting their duties. 

Under the Care Standards Act (2000) and the Children’s Homes (England) 

Regulations (2015), all providers of children’s homes, including children’s homes 

catering for young people 16 and over, must be registered with Ofsted and, where the 

provider is an organisation or partnership, appoint a registered manager. Each 

individual connected to the registration of a children’s home must have their fitness to 

practice continually assessed by Ofsted. 
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We recognise the impact calls from children’s homes can have on police time. We 

recently published a new ‘National protocol on reducing unnecessary criminalisation 

of looked-after children and care leavers’: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-protocol-on-reducing-

criminalisation-of-looked-after-children. This will inform social care providers, 

including children’s homes, on practice in responding to an incident, and aims to 

reduce the burden on police caused by unnecessary call-outs for low-level behaviour 

management and issues we would normally expect a responsible parent to manage 

without the support of the police. 

 Children: Care Homes 

Anneliese Dodds:         [196259] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Education, what estimate he has made of the number of 

children's home placements available for children with a combination of autistic spectrum 

disorder, attention deficit hyperactivity disorder and emotional and behavioural difficulties. 

Nadhim Zahawi: 

This is a matter for Her Majesty’s Chief Inspector, Amanda Spielman. I have asked 

her to write to the hon. Member for Oxford East and a copy of her reply will be placed 

in the Libraries of both Houses. 

 Children: Secure Accommodation 

Anneliese Dodds:         [196257] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Education, what assessment he has made of the (a) 

number of and (b) demand for independent sector welfare secure children's home 

placements (i) in England and (ii) in (A) unitary and (B) upper-tier local authority areas. 

Nadhim Zahawi: 

Figures from the Ofsted publication show that there is only one independent 

(voluntary run) secure children’s home in England located in St Helens. The 

publication is available here: https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/local-authority-

and-childrens-homes-in-england-inspections-and-outcomes. 

As at 31 March 2018, this secure home had 12 approved places, 11 places were 

available and 11 children were accommodated. This information is published by the 

department here: https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/children-accommodated-

in-secure-childrens-homes-31-march-2018. 

Anneliese Dodds:         [196258] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Education, what estimate he has made of the number of 

children referred to secure welfare children's home placements outside their local 

authority area in each of the last five years. 

Nadhim Zahawi: 

The number of children looked after in secure units placed outside the council 

boundary in each of the last five years was published in table A2 in the statistical 
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release ‘Children looked after in England including adoption: 2017 to 2018’. This can 

be found at: https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/children-looked-after-in-

england-including-adoption-2017-to-2018. 

 Classroom Assistants: EEA Nationals 

Helen Hayes:         [196783] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Education, what his Department's most recent estimate 

is of the number of teaching support staff who are EEA nationals. 

Nick Gibb: 

The information requested is not held centrally. 

 Department for Education: Apprentices 

Lucy Powell:         [196218] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Education, pursuant to the Answer of 27 November 

2018 to Question 194763 on Department of Education: Apprentices, how many of the 193 

apprentices employed by his Department work in each of its executive agencies. 

Anne Milton: 

The Department for Education currently has 193 apprentices. This includes the 

department’s executive agencies, as they are DfE employees. 

DEPARTMENT FOR EDUCATION 138 

Standards and Testing Agency 4 

Teaching Regulation Agency 2 

Education and Skills Funding Agency 46 

Unknown 3 

Total 193 

 

 Department for Education: Integrity Initiative 

Chris Williamson:         [196814] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Education, whether his Department has (a) funded, (b) 

awarded contracts to and (c) procured the services of the Integrity Initiative in each 

financial year since 2015-16. 

Nick Gibb: 

The Department for Education’s (DfE) internal payment and commercial systems hold 

no record of contracts or spend with the Integrity Initiative. 
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All DfE contracts awarded to suppliers of £10,000 or more are published on Contracts 

Finder. The link to Contracts Finder is: 

https://www.contractsfinder.service.gov.uk/Search. 

 Erasmus+ Programme 

Helen Hayes:         [196785] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Education, what recent progress has been made on 

securing continued access to the Erasmus programme after the UK has left the EU. 

Anne Milton: 

Under the terms of the Withdrawal Agreement UK entities' right to participate in EU 

programmes during the current Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF), including 

Erasmus+, will be unaffected by the UK's withdrawal from the EU for the lifetime of 

projects financed by the current MFF. Following ratification of the Withdrawal 

Agreement, UK based organisations and people will be able to bid for funding, 

participate in and lead consortia, for the duration of the current programmes. 

The government values international exchange and collaboration in education and 

training as part of its vision for a global Britain. In the white paper, we propose that 

the UK and EU should continue to give young people and students the chance to 

benefit from each other’s world leading universities, including cultural exchanges like 

Erasmus+. We are considering the proposals for the 2021-2027 successor scheme to 

Erasmus+ carefully and will continue to participate in discussions on them while we 

remain in the EU. 

The political declaration setting out the framework for the future relationship between 

the EU and the UK, published on 25 November, sets out that UK participation in EU 

programmes such as Erasmus+ would be on the basis of a set of agreed terms which 

would provide for a fair and appropriate financial contribution, provisions allowing for 

sound financial management by both sides, fair treatment of participants, and 

management and consultation appropriate to the nature of our involvement. 

 Food: Allergies 

Mr Laurence Robertson:         [196699] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Education, what steps he is taking to promote 

awareness of food allergies in schools; and if he will make a statement. 

Nadhim Zahawi: 

The Food Standards Agency lead on this matter for government and from 13 

December 2014 the allergen rules within the EU Food Information for Consumers 

Regulation became statutory. From this all food businesses, including school 

caterers, are required to make available the allergen ingredients information for the 

food and drink they serve. In these undertakings there should be processes in place 

to protect vulnerable individuals where the institution has a 'duty of care', for example 

in schools. In particular, school canteens have to ensure that children with a food 

hypersensitivity only get food served which is safe for them to eat. 
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Beyond this headteachers, school governors and their caterers are best placed to 

make decisions about their school food policies that take into account local 

circumstances. For instance, some schools are nut or peanut free which means that 

their caterers do not use nuts or peanuts as ingredients, and that all pupils parents 

are advised not to include nuts or peanuts in lunch boxes. 

 Foreign Students: Safety 

Mr Jim Cunningham:         [196691] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Education, what guidance his Department has issued to 

universities on study trips to foreign countries since the arrest and imprisonment of 

Matthew Hedges. 

Anne Milton: 

We welcome the pardon of Matthew Hedges and are pleased he has been able to 

return to the UK to reunite with his family. 

The department considers the security and safety of university students and staff to 

be of paramount importance. We encourage all UK universities to have due regard to 

the health and safety of their students and staff while abroad, and universities do 

routinely produce overseas travel safety guidance and resources for their staff and 

students travelling on university business. 

For country-specific travel advice we recommend that universities refer their students 

and staff to the Foreign and Commonwealth Office’s (FCO) website: 

https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice, and the FCO’s foreign travel checklist: 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/foreign-travel-checklist. Where the FCO advise against 

travel to a particular country, many universities require students and staff to be 

authorised by university offices to undertake work or study placements in that 

country. 

Where university students and staff require assistance while abroad, they are advised 

to make contact with FCO Consular Services, who provide emergency advice and 

assistance to British citizens overseas. 

 National Careers Service 

Mr Gregory Campbell:         [196110] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Education, what (a) geographical area and (b) age 

range the National Careers Service covers. 

Anne Milton: 

Careers is a devolved matter and the National Careers Service covers England only. 

The service provides free, up to date, impartial information, advice and guidance on 

careers, skills and the labour market. 

The service is available for adults aged 19 and over. They can access the service 

through the following three ways: 
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• Contractors based in the local area which provide access to face-to-face and 

telephone advice; 

• The National Careers Service Helpline which offers web chat, text and telephone 

support; and 

• The National Careers Service website which is available at:  

https://nationalcareersservice.direct.gov.uk/about-us/home. 

Young people aged 13 to 18 can also ring the National Careers Service Helpline for 

advice, or they can use web chat or the National Careers Service website. 

Please note that information about careers provision in Northern Ireland is available 

at: 

https://www.nidirect.gov.uk/campaigns/careers. 

 Pupils: Swimming 

Jo Stevens:         [196864] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Education, what recent estimate his Department has 

made of the proportion of school children who received at least six swimming lessons in 

the last academic year for which information is available. 

Nadhim Zahawi: 

Swimming is a vital life skill. That is why we have made sure that swimming and 

water safety is compulsory in the national curriculum for PE at primary levels (key 

stages 1 and 2). The curriculum sets out the expectation that all pupils should be 

taught to: 

• swim competently, confidently and proficiently over a distance of at least 25 

metres; 

• use a range of strokes effectively; and 

• perform safe self-rescue in different water-based situations. 

The department does not collect data on the number of swimming lessons provided 

by individual schools. Schools have the freedom to choose the swimming programme 

to meet the needs of their pupils. 

All primary schools must report annually on the percentage of pupils who can meet 

the national curriculum requirements for swimming by the end of KS2 as a condition 

of the primary PE and sport premium funding. Since September 2017, schools can 

use this premium to provide top-up swimming for those pupils who are not able to 

meet the national curriculum requirements after completing their primary school 

swimming lessons. 
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 Republic of Ireland: Foreign Students 

Sir Hugo Swire:         [195518] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Education, what discussions the Prime Minister has had 

with the President of the Republic of Ireland on the undergraduates from England 

studying at Irish universities; and whether the current financial arrangements will be made 

available to (a) them and (b) EU citizens after the UK leaves the EU. 

Mr Sam Gyimah: 

The UK government is firmly committed to maintaining the Common Travel Area 

(CTA) and to protecting the rights enjoyed by UK and Irish nationals when in each 

other’s states. 

Article 5 of the Northern Ireland Protocol to the draft Withdrawal Agreement builds on 

December’s joint report and confirms that the UK and Ireland can continue to make 

arrangements between themselves concerning the CTA. 

This means that rights to enter, reside, work, study and access social security and 

public services will be preserved on a reciprocal basis for UK and Irish nationals in 

the other’s state. 

Arrangements on access to student finance support for other EU nationals starting a 

course in England after the transition period ends are under consideration. 

 Schools: Mental Health Services 

Luciana Berger:         [196187] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Education, with reference to his Department's Green 

Paper, Transforming Children and Young People’s Mental Health, how many schools that 

introduced the good practice on providing mental health support have had a formal (a) 

observation and (b) assessment of that work. 

Nick Gibb: 

The evidence from the Department’s supporting mental health in schools and 

colleges survey gave the first nationally representative indication of the range of 

activities schools and college were taking on mental health. It did not go into detail on 

the level of observation or supervision of those activities. The qualitative work linked 

to the survey reinforced that schools felt the need for more support regarding what 

safe and effective actions they can take. The work also showed a demand for better 

links to specialist mental health services. 

The Government recognises the importance of schools and colleges having access 

to specialist expertise to help assess the safety and effectiveness of what they do to 

support mental health and wellbeing of their pupils. That is why we are introducing 

new mental health support teams, which will provide schools with better access to 

such expertise. The interventions provided by the new teams will be clinically 

supervised. 
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It will also be important to assess how mental health support teams themselves work 

in practice. That is why the Government starting implementation with a trailblazer 

scheme which will allow the evaluation of practice as it develops. 

 Schools: Standards 

Lucy Powell:         [196872] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Education, how many local authority maintained schools 

that failed an Ofsted inspection with an inadequate judgement have been waiting (a) less 

than nine months, (b) between nine and 18 months, (c) two years, (d) three years and (e) 

over three years for an academy sponsor to be confirmed; and how many of those 

schools are in the process of being issued an academy order. 

Nadhim Zahawi: 

On 31 October 2018, there were 176 local authority maintained schools that had 

received an inadequate Ofsted judgement at their most recent inspection. 

To date, 154 of these schools have been issued with an academy order to convert to 

academy status as the result of an inadequate Ofsted judgement. The remaining 22 

schools are yet to have an academy order issued. 

Of these 154 schools, 65 are not currently matched with a sponsor. The table below 

provides a breakdown of these 65 schools by the length of time that has elapsed 

since their Ofsted inspection date. 

In cases where schools in receipt of an academy order remain unmatched to an 

academy sponsor, the school will be supported in other ways. This can include a 

preferred sponsor providing interim support, support provided by the local authority or 

another sponsor, or a teaching school alliance. 

NUMBER OF SCHOOLS AWAITING CONVERSION UNDER AN ACADEMY ORDER  

Time period Number of schools  

Less than 9 months 37 

Between 9 and 18 months 16 

Between 18 months and 2 years 8 

Between 2 and 3 years 4 

3 years and over 0 

 

 Special Educational Needs: Finance 

Layla Moran:         [196905] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Education, pursuant to the Answer of 19 November 

2018 to Question 191474 on Special Educational Needs: Finance, when he plans to 
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publish data showing the amount of schools block funding local authorities have allocated 

in 2018-19 to date compared with the amount they received in order to provide an 

indication of funding directed to other areas such as high needs. 

Nadhim Zahawi: 

Pre 16 maintained school and academy allocations are published each financial year 

for all maintained schools and academies. 

We have already published the Dedicated Schools Grant provided to each local 

authority for 2018-19 financial year, and intend to publish the 2018-19 schools block 

allocations shortly. 

 Special Educational Needs: Schools 

Marsha De Cordova:         [192946] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Education, how many new special schools have opened 

since the introduction of free schools in 2010. 

Nadhim Zahawi: 

 [Holding answer 27 November 2018]: Since the launch of the free school programme 

in 2010, 34 special and 41 alternative provision new free schools have opened. As of 

1 November 2018, there are also 55 special and 14 alternative provision new free 

schools in the pipeline. 

On 24 July 2018, a joint special provision and alternative provision free school wave 

was announced. Within this, the department is looking to approve around 30 special 

and alternative provision free schools in addition to those already in the pipeline. 

 Teachers: Foreign Nationals 

Helen Hayes:         [196784] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Education, what estimate his Department has made of 

the number of (a) EEA and (b) foreign nationals who have left the teaching profession in 

each year since 2015. 

Nick Gibb: 

The information requested is not held centrally. 

 Teachers: Recruitment 

Helen Hayes:         [196782] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Education, what assessment his Department has made 

of the potential effect of the UK leaving the EU without a deal on the recruitment of (a) 

primary and (b) secondary school teaching staff. 

Nick Gibb: 

More than 34,500 new trainee teachers started teacher training (ITT) courses this 

year – over 2,600 more than in 2017. Of postgraduate new entrants to ITT whose 

nationality was known, five per cent were European economic area (EEA) nationals. 

Teachers from the EEA make a valuable contribution to our education system and we 
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are working very closely with the Home Office to ensure that this is taken fully into 

consideration as we leave the EU and move to a new UK migration framework. 

The Government has always been clear that decisions about the future immigration 

system should be based on evidence and the Migration Advisory Committee (MAC)’s 

report on EEA migration in the UK will inform those decisions. The MAC report 

provides a clear direction for us to develop a single, global immigration system, 

based on skills rather than nationality. The Department will ensure the future system 

caters for professionals working in a range of sectors. 

The withdrawal agreement, finalised on 25 November, protects the rights of more 

than three million EU citizens living in the UK and around one million UK nationals 

living in the EU. 

It will provide EU teachers in the UK with certainty about their rights going forward 

allowing them to continue living their lives broadly as they do now. During the 

implementation period, EU teachers will still be able to come to the UK and be able to 

live, work and study as they do now. 

The Government is undertaking extensive preparations in advance of the next phase 

of negotiations with the EU to put in place appropriate governance structures and to 

build further capacity and capability, in order to negotiate an ambitious future 

partnership. The Government will continue to prepare for all scenarios, including the 

unlikely event that March 2019 is reached without the agreement of a deal. 

 ENVIRONMENT, FOOD AND RURAL AFFAIRS 

 Animal Products: Imports 

Zac Goldsmith:         [196219] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, what the total cost 

to the public purse is of processing and issuing a permit for the importation of a hunting 

trophy for species listed in Appendix I, II and III of the Convention on International Trade 

in Endangered Species. 

Dr Thérèse Coffey: 

The UK licensing service for the Convention on International Trade in Endangered 

Species (CITES) is subject to the policy of full cost recovery so that it is not a burden 

on the public purse. Where an import permit is required, applicants need to pay a fee. 

Details of these import permit fees can be found here: 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachm

ent_data/file/355264/cites-ag-ct-01.pdf 

Vicky Foxcroft:         [196260] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, what recent 

progress his Department has made on developing its policy on imposing a ban on hunting 

trophy imports. 
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Dr Thérèse Coffey: 

The Government takes the conservation of species seriously. The import of hunting 

trophies of endangered species into the UK is subject to strict controls. A permit will 

only be issued if no detrimental impact on the sustainability of endangered species is 

demonstrated and the trophy has been obtained from a legal and sustainable hunting 

operation. We will always do whatever we can to protect the world’s most iconic 

species. 

Some conservation non-governmental organisations have set out how in certain 

limited and rigorously controlled cases, scientific evidence shows that trophy hunting 

can be an effective conservation tool. 

 Avian Influenza 

Deidre Brock:         [195117] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, how many 

instances of avian flu were identified in sites in (a) England and (b) Wales in each of the 

last 24 months. 

David Rutley: 

The breakdown of instances of highly pathogenic avian influenza in England and 

Wales in poultry and in wild birds since November 2016 is detailed in the tables 

below. 

In total there have been 13 outbreaks of highly pathogenic avian influenza in poultry, 

12 in England and one in Wales, between December 2016 and June 2017; and 41 

findings of highly pathogenic avian influenza in wild birds in England between 

November 2016 and November 2018 and five in Wales. 

Avian Influenza in England 

 

 2016 2017 2018 

 Poultry Wild birds Poultry Wild birds Poultry Wild Birds 

January - - 6 10 - 6 

February - - 2 4 - 6 

March - - - 1 - 6 

April - - - - - 2 

May - - 2 - - - 

June - - 1 - - - 

July - - - 1 - - 
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 2016 2017 2018 

August - - - - - - 

September - - - - - - 

October - - - - - - 

November - - - - - - 

December 1 5 - -   

 

Avian Influenza in Wales 

 

 2016 2017 2018 

 Poultry Wild birds Poultry Wild birds Poultry Wild Birds 

January - - - 2 - - 

February - - - - - - 

March - - - 1 - 1 

April - - - - - - 

May - - - - - - 

June - - - - - - 

July - - - - - - 

August - - - - - - 

September - - - - - - 

October - - - - - - 

November - - - - - - 

December 1 1 - -   

 

 BSE 

Deidre Brock:         [195112] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, how many 

incidences of bovine spongiform encephalopathy have been recorded on farms in 

England in each of the past five years. 
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George Eustice: 

The number of cases of bovine spongiform encephalopathy in England since 2013 is 

set out in the table below: 

YEAR NO. OF BSE CASES IN ENGLAND 

2013 1 

2014 1 

2015 1 

2016 0 

2017 0 

2018 (to 26 November) 0 

 

 Circuses: Animal Welfare 

Tom Brake:         [195458] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, when the 

Government plans to bring forth legislation to ban the use of wild animals in circuses. 

David Rutley: 

I refer the honourable member to the answer I gave to the honourable member for 

Oxford West and Abingdon on 16 October 2018 to Question 176633. 

https://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-

statements/written-question/Commons/2018-10-08/176633/ 

 Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs: Data Protection 

Deidre Brock:         [195110] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, how many (a) 

official and (b) official sensitive documents have been recorded as lost by her Department 

since 8 May 2015. 

George Eustice: 

Since 8 May 2015 there have been: 

• Four incidents in which Official papers were recorded as lost. 

• Six incidents in which Official-Sensitive papers were recorded as lost. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2018-11-26/195458
https://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2018-10-08/176633/
https://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2018-10-08/176633/
https://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2018-10-08/176633/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2018-11-23/195110


 Dogs: Smuggling 

Ross Thomson:         [195121] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, how many reports 

of illegally imported puppies the Animal and Plant Health Agency have been called out to 

in 2018. 

David Rutley: 

Enforcement action regarding illegally imported puppies is not within APHA’s remit, 

but is carried out by Local Authorities. 

In 2018 the Animal and Plant Health Agency have been called out 44 times following 

referrals by carriers or border officials, eight of these related to the importation of 

puppies. 

 Fishing Catches: Dorset 

Sir Desmond Swayne:         [196079] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, if he will take 

steps to prohibit the netting of all fish stocks in Christchurch and Poole harbours; and if 

he will make a statement. 

George Eustice: 

The Southern Inshore Fisheries Conservation Authority is undertaking a review of net 

fishing arrangements for the harbour and estuarine areas of Dorset, Hampshire and 

the Isle of Wight, including Christchurch and Poole harbours. A public consultation is 

underway which will close on 7th December. Responses will be analysed ahead of 

the development of any net management arrangements for the district. 

 Fishing Vessels: Safety 

Jo Stevens:         [196857] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and Local Government, what 

information his Department holds on (a) the country under which vessels fishing in UK 

waters are flagged and (b) the proportion of those vessels (i) under 24 metres and (ii) 

covered by The Code of Practice for the Safety of Small Fishing Vessels. 

George Eustice: 

Of the UK vessels registered as at 1st January 2018, 96% were under 24 metres and 

85% under 15 metres and thus subject to the Code of Practice for the Safety of Small 

Fishing Vessels. Data for non-UK vessels is incomplete. 

 Food: Waste 

Mr Jim Cunningham:         [196689] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, what steps he is 

taking to reduce the amount of food wastage from supermarkets. 
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Dr Thérèse Coffey: 

The Waste and Resources Action Programme (WRAP), supported by Defra, 

launched the Courtauld Commitment 2025 in March 2016. This is an ambitious 

voluntary agreement that brings together organisations across the food system – 

from producer to consumer – to make food and drink production and consumption 

more sustainable, including all major retailers. The commitment contains ambitious 

industry targets to be reached by 2025. One of these is a 20% per capita reduction in 

food and drink waste arising in the UK. 

WRAP also launched the Food Waste Reduction Roadmap in September 2018 which 

so far has been adopted by 89 companies, including major supermarkets. These 

companies have signed up to a range of ambitious food waste reporting and target 

milestones. 

To increase redistribution the Secretary of State announced at the Conservative 

Party Conference that the Government will set up a new scheme to reduce food 

waste. The scheme will be supported by £15 million of additional funding which has 

been allocated to tackle food waste. The scheme will be developed over the coming 

months in collaboration with businesses and charities. The scheme will launch in 

2019/20. 

 Food: Waste Disposal 

Dr Matthew Offord:         [196170] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, if he will include 

the policy of separate food waste collections within the planned Resources and Waste 

Strategy. 

Dr Thérèse Coffey: 

In its 2017 Clean Growth Strategy the UK Government committed to work towards no 

food waste being sent to landfill by 2030. In our 25 Year Environment Plan we stated 

that recycling food waste is a key priority. Many local authorities have introduced 

separate collections of food waste and we support an increase in numbers so that the 

amount of food waste sent to landfill continues to decline. We will outline further plans 

in our upcoming Resources and Waste Strategy. 

 Livestock: Fireworks 

Helen Jones:         [196758] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, what information 

his Department holds on the number of injuries caused to livestock by fireworks in the last 

five years. 

David Rutley: 

Defra does not hold details of injuries to livestock caused by fireworks and I am not 

aware of any such data being held centrally, although it is possible that local 

veterinary practices may hold some information where vets have been called out to 

attend to injured stock. 
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 Neonicotinoids 

Deidre Brock:         [195108] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, how many 

emergency authorisation applications to use neonicotinoid pesticides his Department (a) 

received and (b) approved in each of the last four years. 

George Eustice: 

There are five neonicotinoid pesticides approved for use in the EU. From December 

2013, three of the five cannot be used on crops considered attractive to bees. From 

December 2018, the same three can only be used in greenhouses. 

Emergency authorisations can be issued in prescribed circumstances even where the 

use of the product is not normally permitted. 

In the last four years, there have been a total of thirteen applications for emergency 

authorisation of neonicotinoids. Nine of these have been for uses covered by the 

restrictions: 

2015: applications for two products were authorised for use of neonicotinoids on 5% 

of the English oilseed rape crop. 

2016: applications for two products were refused. 

2017: applications for two products were refused. 

2018: applications for three products. Two have been refused, the third is being 

assessed. 

All four applications for uses not covered by the restrictions have been authorised. 

Three were in 2015 and one in 2016. 

 Palm Oil: Regulation 

Preet Kaur Gill:         [195648] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, what recent 

assessment the Government has made of the potential merits of introducing a ban on 

non-sustainable palm oil. 

Dr Thérèse Coffey: 

The Government’s 25 Year Environment Plan sets out our ambition to support and 

protect the world’s forests, supporting sustainable agriculture and zero-deforestation 

supply chains, including for palm oil. 

Through the Amsterdam Declarations and the Tropical Forest Alliance 2020 we are 

working with businesses and other governments to strengthen governance, promote 

market-based solutions and put in place incentives, policies and actions that support 

sustainable production of palm oil alongside forest protection. 

In 2012, Defra published the UK Statement on the Sustainable Production of Palm Oil 

which was signed by trade associations, NGOs and Government and aimed to 

achieve 100% sourcing of credibly certified sustainable palm oil. The latest report 
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from the UK Roundtable on Sustainable Palm Oil indicates that based on their 

revised baseline data and methodology, the UK achieved 75% certified sustainable 

palm oil in 2017. The Roundtable has agreed to report annually on progress and work 

with other signatories to the Amsterdam Declaration on increasing the uptake of 

sustainable palm oil. While we are not proposing to bring forward a ban, we 

recognise that more remains to be done and will continue to explore opportunities to 

improve the sustainability of palm oil production. 

 Pet Travel Scheme 

Ross Thomson:         [195123] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, what assessment 

his Department has made of the effectiveness of the newly-established intelligence-led 

approach to the enforcement of the Pet Travel Scheme. 

David Rutley: 

The UK carries out more checks of pets at the border than most other EU member 

states. The Animal and Plant Health Agency (APHA) works in partnership with Dogs 

Trust, enforcement bodies and transport carriers to identify non-compliant animals 

destined for Dover and Folkestone ports. This partnership in collaboration with the 

intelligence-led Task Force has led to over 800 puppies being seized since 2015. 

Demand drives the illegal trafficking of puppies. Defra works with stakeholders to 

drive up standards for advertising, and to educate potential owners on how to 

responsibly buy a pet. Defra has published guidance on buying a pet. We have 

recently consulted on a ban on third party sales of puppies and kittens, and are 

completing the analysis of the results. 

 Pets: Fireworks 

Helen Jones:         [196759] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, what information 

his Department holds on the number of injuries to domestic pets caused by fireworks in 

the last five years. 

David Rutley: 

We recognise that fireworks can cause considerable distress for pets and it is an 

offence under the Animal Welfare Act 2006 to cause any deliberate unnecessary 

suffering to an animal through the use of a firework. Government does not hold 

details of injuries to pet animals caused by fireworks. However it is likely that local 

veterinary surgeries would hold such information on any animals brought to their 

practice suffering such injuries. 

 Pets: Smuggling 

Ross Thomson:         [195122] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, how many 

seizures have taken place in relation to abuse of the Pet Travel Scheme in 2018. 
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David Rutley: 

Since December 2015 APHA has been taking an intelligence-led approach at Dover 

aimed at disrupting the illegal importation of puppies and abuse of the Pet Travel 

Scheme, which is yielding positive results. As part of this activity APHA is working 

with the Dogs Trust and Kent County Council to quarantine underage dogs 

intercepted at both Dover Port and Eurotunnel. 

In 2018 281 animals have been quarantined due to non-compliance with the Pet 

Travel Scheme. This figure may include commercial dog imports. 

Enforcement action regarding illegally imported puppies is under the remit of Local 

Authorities. APHA are not able to provide data regarding seizures by local authorities 

in relation to abuse of the Pet Travel Scheme. 

 Pigs: Animal Feed 

Deidre Brock:         [195107] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, what steps he is 

taking to reduce the use of soy in pig food to help combat climate change. 

George Eustice: 

Soybean meal (SBM) is commonly used in animal feed, including for pigs, to produce 

high protein feed with favourable attributes, including suitable amino acid profile. In 

considering alternatives, it is important to have regard to the feed quality profile, as 

well as cost and availability. We want to ensure our farming industry is competitive, 

productive and profitable and that our environment is improved for future generations. 

Defra has co-funded research with industry to examine UK grown alternatives to SBM 

in livestock diets. The Green Pig project investigated sustainable alternatives for SBM 

and looked at environmental consequences of using home-grown legumes as a 

protein source in pig diets. The project concluded that whilst peas and beans are 

viable home-grown alternatives to SBM in nutritionally balanced grower and finisher 

pig diets, costs and other supply chain issues present barriers for wider use. 

Defra is continuing to invest in research to improve the productivity, sustainability, 

resilience and quality of UK grown peas and beans for livestock and human 

consumption. The Pulse Crop Genetic Improvement Network (PCGIN) provides a 

platform for the genetic improvement of legume crops in the UK. 

 Solid Fuels: Heating 

Philip Davies:         [195573] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, what discussions 

his officials have had with the Cabinet Office Behavioural Insights Team on his 

consultation on the cleaner domestic burning of solid fuels and wood; and if he will make 

a statement. 
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Dr Thérèse Coffey: 

My officials have not engaged directly with the Cabinet Office officials Behavioural 

Insights Team on this consultation. 

They have however been working closely with my Departmental Behavioural Insights 

Team on wider issues associated with addressing domestic burning of solid fuels and 

wood. 

 Special Protection Areas 

Anna Turley:         [196865] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, pursuant to 

Answer of 24 July 2018 to Question 166215 and the review of the evidence base for the 

Bowland Fells SPA, on what basis that review was considered to be necessary; when 

that review was commissioned; what the scope was of that review; who carried out that 

review; when that review will be made available to his Department; and if he will make a 

statement. 

Dr Thérèse Coffey: 

The need to review the evidence base outlined in my previous response (Question 

166215) was in regard to the Solent and Dorset Coast potential SPA. In regard to the 

proposal to add lesser black backed gull to the Bowland Fells SPA, Natural England 

has also been reviewing the existing site management measures with the aim of 

providing a long-term sustainable management plan for the species. This includes the 

provision of supplementary advice to the sites’s objectives, which are anticipated to 

be published in spring 2019. 

 Tree Felling 

Robert Halfon:         [195572] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, pursuant to the 

Answer of 9 May 2018 to Question HL7215, whether the figures on area licensed since 

2015 refer to England alone; and how those figures for each quarter and year are 

calculated. 

David Rutley: 

Forestry is a devolved matter and the figures provided in HL72154 were, as noted, for 

England only. The Forestry Commissioners are responsible for the control of tree 

felling under the provisions in Part II of the Forestry Act 1967 (as amended) and the 

area licenced was taken from records held by the Forestry Commission. The volume 

for timber produced was taken from annual statistics produced by the Forestry 

Commission. More details on how the statistics are produced can be found at 

www.forestresearch.gov.uk/tools-and-resources/statistics/. 
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 Waste Disposal: Crime 

Dr David Drew:         [196686] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, how many 

enforcement undertakings for waste crime the Environment Agency has undertaken in 

each of the last three years; how many resulted in successful prosecution; and what fines 

were imposed in each case if the sums were greater than £10,000. 

Dr Thérèse Coffey: 

Enforcement Undertakings (EUs) are a civil sanction and constitute a voluntary offer 

made by offenders, containing actions to address the cause and effect of their 

offending. Where an EU is accepted it becomes a legally binding agreement. The 

Environment Agency is increasingly using EUs for suitable cases to restore or 

enhance the environment, improve practices of the offending business and ensure 

future compliance with environmental requirements. 

Over the past 3 calendar years for waste-related offences the Environment Agency 

has accepted: 

• 2016 30 EUs accepted, contributing £858,195.69 towards environmental projects; 

• 2017 32 EUs accepted, contributing £1,027,423.53 towards environmental 

projects; and 

• 2018 (to date) 27 EUs accepted, contributing £597,022.43 to environmental 

projects. 

EUs are one type of enforcement measure the Environment Agency considers and it 

will only do so for cases where prosecution is not appropriate using its published 

Enforcement and Sanctions Policy to guide its approach. However prosecutions will 

still be taken, particularly in the most serious cases. 

The Environment Agency have undertaken the following waste prosecutions in the 

last 3 years: 

• 2016 152 waste prosecutions, of which 129 were successful 

• 2017 129 waste prosecutions, of which 115 were successful 

• 2018 (to date) 79 waste prosecutions, of which 73 were successful 

I attach details of each case for each time period where the fines imposed exceeded 

£10,000. 

Attachments: 

1. Details of fines over £10,000 [Copy of Waste Prosecutions - Fines over 10k - 2016-2018 

(to mid Nov).xls] 
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 EXITING THE EUROPEAN UNION  

 Common Customs Tariffs 

Priti Patel:         [194187] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Exiting the European Union, with reference to the Draft 

agreement on the withdrawal of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland 

from the European Union and the European Atomic Energy Community, for what reasons 

it was agreed under article 3 of annex 2 that UK tariffs and rules shall align with those of 

the EU. 

Mr Robin Walker: 

The agreed Protocol guarantees that even in the unlikely event that the UK’s future 

relationship with the EU is not in place by the end of the implementation period, the 

UK will have a sovereign choice whether to bring into effect a temporary single UK-

EU customs territory or to extend the implementation period for a short period of time 

until the new economic relationship is in place. 

The single customs territory option replaces the EU’s proposal for a Northern Ireland-

only customs ‘backstop to the backstop’ with a UK-wide solution. It would guarantee 

no tariffs, quotas or rules of origin between Northern Ireland and the rest of the UK, or 

between the UK and the EU. As such, the agreed position safeguards the economic 

and constitutional integrity of the United Kingdom and ensures people and 

businesses that rely on an open border between the Northern Ireland and Ireland can 

continue living their lives and operating as they do now. 

Both the UK and the EU are committed to developing alternative arrangements to 

replace the backstop.The Political Declaration is clear that this includes looking at 

how facilitative arrangements and technologies can avoid a hard border. The UK and 

EU are legally obliged to use their best endeavours to conclude such an agreement 

by 31 December 2020. 

 Court of Justice of the European Union 

Priti Patel:         [196893] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Exiting the European Union, with reference to the 

publications entitled, Political Declaration setting out the framework for the future 

relationship between the European Union and the United Kingdom, and Draft Agreement 

on the withdrawal of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland from the 

European Union and the European Atomic Energy Community, on what matters the Court 

of Justice of the European Union will exercise (a) jurisdiction, (b) binding judgements and 

(c) judgements that influence the UK after 29 March 2019. 

Priti Patel:         [196895] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Exiting the European Union, with reference to the 

publications entitled, Political Declaration setting out the framework for the future 

relationship between the European Union and the United Kingdom and Draft Agreement 

on the withdrawal of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland from the 
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European Union and the European Atomic Energy Community, on what matters the Court 

of Justice of the European Union will exercise (a) jurisdiction, (b) binding judgements and 

(c) judgements that effect the UK after 29 March 2019. 

Chris Heaton-Harris: 

The Prime Minister has been clear that the jurisdiction of the Court of Justice of the 

European Union (CJEU) will end as we leave the EU. 

The Withdrawal Agreement ensures that the UK’s membership of the EU is wound 

down in an orderly way. It establishes a time-limited implementation period that 

provides a bridge to the future relationship, allowing businesses to continue trading 

as now until the end of 2020. As the implementation period is designed to ensure 

continuity and certainty for citizens and businesses, EU institutions, including the 

CJEU, will retain their current functions in respect of the UK. 

After the implementation period, the CJEU will have jurisdiction, and the Commission 

will be able to bring infraction proceedings, only within the limited terms defined in the 

Withdrawal Agreement, which relate to the UK’s time as a Member State, the 

application of the implementation period, or the winding down of the application of EU 

law. Beyond that, UK courts will no longer be able to refer questions to the CJEU, 

other than for a time-limited period on the important matter of citizens rights and on 

very specific aspects of our exit from the EU budget. Disputes between the UK and 

the EU will not be resolved by the CJEU, but by a Joint Committee of the parties and 

an independent arbitration panel. The CJEU’s role will be strictly limited to the 

interpretation of EU law, consistent with the principle that the court of one party 

cannot determine disputes between the two. 

In Northern Ireland, were the backstop to come into effect, the CJEU’s role would be 

strictly limited to interpreting and enforcing those small number of areas in which EU 

law would apply. However, as the Withdrawal Agreement and Political Declaration 

make absolutely clear, we do not want or expect the backstop to be needed - and 

even if it were ever to come into effect, it would be strictly temporary. 

 Department for Exiting the European Union: Integrity Initiative 

Chris Williamson:         [196178] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Exiting the European Union, whether his Department 

has (a) funded, (b) awarded contracts to and (c) procured the services of the Integrity 

Initiative in each financial year since 2015-16. 

Mr Robin Walker: 

The Department for Exiting the EU has has provided no funding, contracts or 

procured services from the Integrity Initiative. 

 EU External Relations 

Priti Patel:         [194189] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Exiting the European Union, with reference to the Draft 

agreement on the withdrawal of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland 
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from the European Union and the European Atomic Energy Community, to which 

international organisations, agencies, conferences and forums the provisions of article 

129 relate. 

Chris Heaton-Harris: 

Article 129 of the Withdrawal Agreement sets out how the UK and EU should 

cooperate under the European Union’s External Action, including in international 

organisations, during the Implementation Period. It applies to all international 

organisations where the UK and EU are actors. This includes the UN and its 

agencies, and other international bodies, such as OECD and OSCE. The UK will 

remain an active and effective international player. We will continue to have a strong 

independent voice in the UN as a P5 member, and across a range of other UN 

bodies, agencies and in other international fora. The Withdrawal Agreement will not 

change this position. 

 FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH OFFICE 

 Diplomatic Service: EU Countries 

Helen Goodman:         [196145] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, pursuant to the 

Answer of 26 November 2018 Question 193410 on Diplomatic Service: EU Countries, in 

which countries UK citizens do not have any direct national representation. 

Harriett Baldwin: 

Further to my previous reply, there are 39 countries where we have no direct 

representation, but which are covered by other Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

(FCO) Embassies in the region. These are: Andorra, Antigua & Barbuda, The 

Bahamas, Benin, Burkina Faso, Cape Verde, Central African Republic, Comoros, 

Congo, Djibouti, Dominica, East Timor, Equatorial Guinea, Gabon, Grenada, Guinea 

Bissau, Honduras, Kiribati, Lesotho, Liechtenstein, Maldives, Marshall Islands, 

Micronesia, Monaco, Nauru, Nicaragua, Niger, Palau, Samoa, San Marino, Sao 

Tome and Principe, St Kitts & Nevis, St Vincent & The Grenadines, Suriname, 

eSwatini, Togo, Tonga, Tuvalu and Vanuatu. 

On 31 October, the Foreign Secretary announced the biggest strengthening of our 

diplomatic network for around 20 years. We will open 11 new Posts by the end of 

2020: Antigua & Barbuda, The Bahamas, Djibouti, Grenada, Lesotho, Niger, Samoa, 

St Vincent & The Grenadines, eSwatini, Tonga and Vanuatu. 

People who need assistance can call any of our embassies, high commissions or 

consulates, or the FCO switchboard, 24/7 for advice or help. 
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 Foreign and Commonwealth Office: Integrity Initiative 

Chris Williamson:         [196177] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, whether his 

Department has (a) funded, (b) provided contracts to and (c) procured the services of the 

Integrity Initiative in each financial year since 2015/16. 

Sir Alan Duncan: 

The Institute for Statecraft is an independent, Scottish, charitable body whose work 

seeks to improve governance and enhance national security. They launched the 

Integrity Initiative in 2015 to defend democracy against disinformation. 

In financial year 2017/18, the FCO funded the Institute for Statecraft's Integrity 

Initiative £296,500. This financial year, the FCO is funding a further £1,961,000. Both 

have been funded through grant agreements. 

At the Eastern Partnership Summit in November 2017, the Prime Minister announced 

that the UK Government has committed £100m over five years to tackling this threat 

internationally. 

Such funding furthers our commitment to producing important work to counter 

disinformation and other malign influence. 

 Foreign and Commonwealth Office: Private Education 

Emily Thornberry:         [196148] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, what funds his 

Department allocated to pay the private school fees of the children of staff in his 

Department at (a) schools in the UK and (b) schools overseas in the last year for which 

figures are available. 

Sir Alan Duncan: 

In Financial Year 2016/2017, the FCO allocated the following funds to pay the private 

school fees of the children of FCO staff: 

(a) Schools in the UK: £12,703,109.00 

(b) Schools overseas: £14,339,087.00 

Emily Thornberry:         [196149] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, how many staff in 

his Department who had the private school fees of their children paid by his Department 

were (a) based in posts in the United Kingdom and (b) based in posts overseas in the 

most recent year for which figures are available. 

Sir Alan Duncan: 

In Financial Year 2016/2017, the FCO funded UK private school fees of children for 

the following number of staff: 

(a) Staff based in the UK: 172 

(b) Staff based overseas: 174 
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Emily Thornberry:         [196150] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, how many children 

had their private school fees paid by his Department at (a) schools in the UK and (b) 

schools overseas in the most recent year for which figures are available. 

Sir Alan Duncan: 

In Financial Year 2016/2017, the FCO funded the private school fees for the following 

number of children: 

(a) At schools in the UK: 393 

(b) At schools overseas: 1074 

Emily Thornberry:         [196151] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, how much 

expenditure his Department allocated to pay the private school fees of the children of 

Departmental staff at each of (a) Cheltenham Ladies College, (b) Roedean School, (c) 

Wycombe Abbey, (d) Benenden School, (e) Malvern St James, (f) Wellington College, (g) 

St Francis College, (h) Sevenoaks School, (i) Malvern College and (j) Hurtwood House in 

the last year for which figures are available. 

Sir Alan Duncan: 

In Financial Year 2016/2017 funding was allocated as below to pay the private school 

fees of the children of FCO staff at the following schools: 

2016/17  

School Total  

Cheltenham Ladies College £61,693.23 

Roedean School £184,744.25 

Wycombe Abbey £91,476 

Benenden School £30,492 

Malvern St. James £30,492 

Wellington College £121,968 

St. Francis College £0 

Seven Oaks School £451,980 

Malvern College £0 

Hurtwood House £0 

 

Members of the diplomatic service are expected to be widely deployable throughout 

their career. It is long-standing practice that the FCO provides clearly defined and 
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limited financial support to staff to help maintain the continuity of their children's 

education. Many parents prefer to take their children with them abroad, but in some 

of the 168 countries and territories where the FCO has UK-based staff, we do not 

permit staff to take their children either for health or security reasons. In others, local 

schools of an acceptable standard are not available. 

As frequent moves by staff and families between the UK and overseas, and between 

posts overseas, can be disruptive to the education of the children, the FCO provides 

Continuity of Education Allowance (CEA). This enables staff who meet certain 

eligibility criteria to choose to provide an uninterrupted education for their children at 

a British boarding school in the UK while they continue to take up postings overseas 

at regular intervals during their career. CEA is a long-standing policy run under 

successive governments. 

The FCO refunds standard term fees up to a ceiling which is reviewed annually. 

Where staff opt to send their children to more expensive schools, the difference in 

cost is met privately. The maximum amount the FCO will pay is determined by an 

independent survey conducted by Employment Conditions Abroad (ECA) 

International, which is used by public and private sector employers whose staff work 

across the world. Various factors, including availability of places (sometimes at short 

notice) and proximity of other family members, influence which schools staff choose 

for their children. 

This provision may continue for up to 5 years following an officer's return to the UK, 

provided the officer will serve overseas again at the end of their home tour (and 

before the child completes their education), to allow children to complete key stages 

of their education without multiple disruptions. 

UK-staff based overseas with dependent children living at Post are required to ensure 

that their children receive a full-time education from the start of the school term 

beginning after the child's 5th birthday, continuing until they reach school leaving age. 

At overseas posts where no suitable free English language based schooling is 

available (currently all countries except Australia, New Zealand and the United 

States), the FCO will meet the costs of schooling, where available, at an appropriate 

English language school from a list of pre-identified schools in the city of posting. 

Emily Thornberry:         [196152] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, what funds his 

Department allocated to pay the private school fees of the children of staff in his 

Department at (a) Tonbridge school, (b) Harrow school, (c) Winchester college, (d) 

Charterhouse school, (e) Eton college, (f) Westminster school, (g) Rugby school, (h) St 

Lawrence college, (i) Brentwood school and (j) Millfield school in the most recent year for 

which figures are available. 

Sir Alan Duncan: 

In Financial Year 2016/2017 funding was allocated as below to pay the private school 

fees of the children of FCO staff at the following schools: 
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2016/17   

School Total 

Tonbridge School £30,492 

Harrow School £0 

Winchester College £276,656.90 

Charterhouse School £92,142.25 

Eton College £122,478.00 

Westminster School £52,441.90 

Rugby School £183,186.34 

St. Lawrence College £0 

Brentwood School £0 

Millfield School £91,309.50 

 

Members of the diplomatic service are expected to be widely deployable throughout 

their career. It is long-standing practice that the FCO provides clearly defined and 

limited financial support to staff to help maintain the continuity of their children's 

education. Many parents prefer to take their children with them abroad, but in some 

of the 168 countries and territories where the FCO has UK-based staff, we do not 

permit staff to take their children either for health or security reasons. In others, local 

schools of an acceptable standard are not available. 

As frequent moves by staff and families between the UK and overseas, and between 

posts overseas, can be disruptive to the education of the children, the FCO provides 

Continuity of Education Allowance (CEA). This enables staff who meet certain 

eligibility criteria to choose to provide an uninterrupted education for their children at 

a British boarding school in the UK while they continue to take up postings overseas 

at regular intervals during their career. CEA is a long-standing policy run under 

successive governments. 

The FCO refunds standard term fees up to a ceiling which is reviewed annually. 

Where staff opt to send their children to more expensive schools, the difference in 

cost is met privately. The maximum amount the FCO will pay is determined by an 

independent survey conducted by Employment Conditions Abroad (ECA) 

International, which is used by public and private sector employers whose staff work 

across the world. Various factors, including availability of places (sometimes at short 

notice) and proximity of other family members, influence which schools staff choose 

for their children. 



This provision may continue for up to 5 years following an officer's return to the UK, 

provided the officer will serve overseas again at the end of their home tour (and 

before the child completes their education), to allow children to complete key stages 

of their education without multiple disruptions. 

UK-staff based overseas with dependent children living at Post are required to ensure 

that their children receive a full-time education from the start of the school term 

beginning after the child's 5th birthday, continuing until they reach school leaving age. 

At overseas posts where no suitable free English language based schooling is 

available (currently all countries except Australia, New Zealand and the United 

States), the FCO will meet the costs of schooling, where available, at an appropriate 

English language school from a list of pre-identified schools in the city of posting. 

 Ramin Hossein Panahi 

Chris Stephens:         [195676] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, what steps the 

Government made to seek to halt the execution of Mr Ramin Hussein Panahi in Iran. 

Alistair Burt: 

The British Government supported an EU-led demarche in Spring 2018 calling on 

Iran to ensure Mr Panahi’s right to due process was guaranteed. Regrettably, our 

efforts were unsuccessful and Mr Panahi was executed in September. We continue 

to take action with the international community to press for improvements on all 

human rights issues in Iran, including ending the death penalty. 

 Royal Visits 

Sir Nicholas Soames:         [196651] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, what the criteria 

are by which the Royal Visits Committee recommends a royal visit. 

Sir Alan Duncan: 

There are a range of criteria which the Royal Visits Committee takes into account. 

These include: 

Government priorities and objectives; timing of previous Royal visits; purpose, costs 

and benefits for each proposal; security; and the availability of members of the Royal 

Family. 

 Royal Visits Committee 

Sir Nicholas Soames:         [196661] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, on how many 

occasions the Royal Visits Committee met in the last 12 months. 

Sir Alan Duncan: 

The Royal Visits Committee has met twice in the last 12 months, in June and 

November 2018. 
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 South Sudan: Peace Negotiations 

Stephen Timms:         [196663] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, what diplomatic 

steps his Department is taking to support (a) local and (b) national peacebuilding work in 

South Sudan; and if he will make a statement. 

Harriett Baldwin: 

We welcome the 12 September Peace Agreement and have consistently supported 

peacebuilding though diplomatic engagement by our missions in Juba and the region, 

and by the UK Special Representative for Sudan and South Sudan. We have 

advocated the inclusion of civil society groups (including faith groups, women, and 

refugees) in the peace talks, and continue to encourage this in the implementation of 

the peace agreement. We are pressing all sides to show genuine commitment to 

implement the Peace Agreement in full, and working with the international community 

to ensure there are consequences for those who work against peace, through the 

enforcement of UN sanctions and the arms embargo. 

To complement this the UK funds a number of activities to support peacebuilding 

such as work with the South Sudan Council of Churches National Action Plan for 

Peace, which supports peacebuilding, reconciliation, and mediation efforts at the 

local level, and between national level leaders. It also includes establishing a 

"Peacebuilding Opportunities Fund" to help South Sudanese at local levels to resolve 

and reduce conflict, and a "Conflict Early Warning and Early Response System" to 

help communities identify and resolve local issues before they escalate into conflict. 

 Torture 

Tom Brake:         [196654] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, with reference to 

the appointment of Gina Haspel as director of the CIA, what steps the Government is 

taking to ensure the UK does not become complicit in facilitating or aiding the use of 

torture by any third party state cooperating in joint operations. 

Sir Alan Duncan: 

The UK Government stands firmly against torture and cruel, inhuman and degrading 

treatment or punishment. We do not participate in, solicit, encourage or condone the 

use of torture for any purpose. The Consolidated Guidance sets out the principles, 

consistent with UK and international law, which govern the interviewing of detainees 

overseas and the passing and receipt of intelligence relating to detainees. 

The UK-US relationship is grounded in our history and shared traditions. In both 

countries, intelligence work takes place within a strong legal framework. 
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 Ukraine: Sovereignty 

Mr Jim Cunningham:         [196687] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, what steps he is 

taking to support the independence and sovereignty of Ukraine. 

Sir Alan Duncan: 

The UK continues to fully support Ukraine's independence and territorial integrity. 

Crimea and the Donbas are part of Ukraine – what Russia has done and continues to 

do there breaches its obligations under international law. 

Together with partners, we continue to call on Russia to abide by its international 

commitments and withdraw its forces from all of Ukraine, including the Donbas and 

Crimea. We strongly condemn recent Russian aggression against Ukrainian vessels 

near the Kerch Strait. This is yet further evidence of Russia's continued violation of 

Ukrainian sovereignty following the illegal annexation of Crimea and construction of 

the Kerch Bridge. 

The Foreign Secretary issued a statement on 26 November, and spoke with the 

Ukrainian Foreign Minister on 29 November to reiterate that the UK stands with 

Ukraine against Russian aggression. The UK also spoke in support of the 

independence and sovereignty of Ukraine at emergency sessions in the UN Security 

Council, NATO, EU and OSCE. 

The UK is also providing over £35 million to support Ukraine in a range of areas 

including governance reform, anti-corruption and humanitarian aid to help Ukraine 

continue its transition to become a stable, transparent and prosperous state. 

 USA: Prisoners 

Jo Stevens:         [196212] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, how many UK 

citizens are imprisoned in the United States. 

Sir Alan Duncan: 

As of May 2018, we are aware of 439 British nationals in detention in the United 

States. This can include British nationals in immigration detention, in police custody, 

on remand awaiting trial, and sentenced prisoners. We collate detainee statistics 

twice a year from our case management system records to provide a snapshot of the 

number of British national arrest/detention cases reported to us. 

 Venezuela: Politics and Government 

Graham P Jones:         [196846] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, what recent 

discussions has he had with representatives of Lima Group countries on the political and 

economic situation in Venezuela. 
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Sir Alan Duncan: 

The political and economic crisis in Venezuela continues to raise concern. On 18 

October, I met representatives of the Lima group - the Ambassadors of Peru, Chile, 

Colombia, Argentina and Paraguay, and the Canadian High Commissioner - to 

discuss the situation before my speech on Venezuela at Chatham House on 25 

October. 

I also discussed the situation in Venezuela with the Cuban Foreign Minister, Bruno 

Rodriguez, on 12 November. 

 Zimbabwe: Politics and Government 

Mr Jim Cunningham:         [196089] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, what recent 

assessment he has made of the political and security situation in Zimbabwe. 

Harriett Baldwin: 

We agree with the international electoral mission's reports, that there remain 

significant shortcomings in the electoral system which must be addressed to build 

much-needed confidence in Zimbabwe's democratic process. We welcomed the 

establishment of the independent Commission of Inquiry to investigate the violence 

against civilians in the post-election period. The Commission must report its findings 

in a transparent and timely manner. 

Following early August violence, which left at least 6 people dead, the security 

situation in Zimbabwe has remained calm. 

 HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE 

 Ambulance Services: Standards 

Jonathan Ashworth:         [196789] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, what progress the Government 

has made on the implementation of the recommendations of the Ambulance Response 

Programme. 

Stephen Hammond: 

All ambulance services in England have operationally implemented the response time 

standards and processes recommended by the Ambulance Response Programme 

(ARP). The recommendations were accepted in July 2017. NHS England publishes 

ambulance trust performance against the new Ambulance Quality Indicators (AQIs) 

on a monthly basis at the following link: 

https://www.england.nhs.uk/statistics/statistical-work-areas/ambulance-quality-

indicators/ 

NHS England is also progressing the ARP recommendations for the development of 

an expanded set of Clinical Quality Indicators (CQIs) for ambulance services. The 

CQIs for stroke, heart attack and return of spontaneous circulation following cardiac 
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arrest are published on the same platform as the AQIs. A new measure was 

introduced in the October 2018 publication for delivery of a care bundle to patients 

with sepsis. Further CQIs related to patients who have fallen and remain on the floor 

and callers in mental health crisis are in development. 

 Anaesthetics 

Luciana Berger:         [195578] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, what the implications are for his 

policies on NHS staff facilities of the recent survey findings from the Royal College of 

Anaesthetists that half of anaesthetists do not have access to a place to rest at their 

hospital. 

Luciana Berger:         [195579] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, what assessment he has made 

of the implications for (a) his policies and (b) staff welfare and morale of the findings in 

the recent survey by the Royal College of Anaesthetists that one in 10 anaesthetists is 

charged to use rest facilities in their place of work. 

Luciana Berger:         [195580] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, whether his Department has 

undertaken an assessment of the level of availability of (a) dedicated rest facilities and (b) 

canteens serving hot food for staff working overnight shifts in NHS hospitals; and if he will 

make a statement. 

Stephen Hammond: 

Employers are responsible for ensuring they only charge anaesthetists and other 

doctors for using rest facilities in hospitals in accordance with relevant terms and 

conditions of service. 

The doctors in training contract states: “Where a doctor is rostered to work on a non-

resident on-call working pattern and the doctor elects voluntarily, subject to the 

availability of accommodation, to be resident during the on-call duty period, a charge 

for any such accommodation shall be made and, provided that prior consent has 

been given, deducted from the doctor’s salary. Where a doctor is required to work 

overnight on a resident on-call working pattern, the doctor shall be provided with 

overnight accommodation for the resident on-call duty period without charge”. 

The consultant contract requires agreement with their employer on those occasions 

when they would be resident for night duties so they should not be charged where 

such agreement has been reached. Generally, employers do not require doctors to 

be resident on call, as all time resident on call is classified as working hours following 

the Jaeger judgement. It is a matter for employers to consider what rest facilities they 

wish to provide when a doctor has been called into the hospital and wishes to rest 

before going home. 
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 Arrowe Park Hospital: Accident and Emergency Departments 

Ms Angela Eagle:         [196722] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, if his Department will make an 

assessment of the effect of the closure of five walk-in centres and minor injury units in 

Eastham, Wallasey, Birkenhead, New Ferry and Moreton in Wirral on the capacity of the 

A&E department at Arrowe Park Hospital. 

Stephen Hammond: 

NHS Wirral Clinical Commissioning Group (CCG) is currently undertaking an Urgent 

Care Consultation until 12 December 2018, allowing it to consider the impact of 

suggested service changes on areas such as accident and emergency capacity. 

Proposals include the introduction of an Urgent Treatment Centre at Arrowe Park 

Hospital and more general practitioner extended access appointments across Wirral. 

This would replace walk in centre facilities located at the CCG’s current urgent care 

venues, but does not mean that these locations would close as they may deliver 

other services. The main consultation document is available at the following link: 

www.wirralurgentcare.co.uk 

Wirral University Teaching Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust is being provided with £2 

million of winter capital funding this year to help improve its urgent and emergency 

care. 

 Arthritis: Mental Health Services 

Caroline Lucas:         [195565] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, with reference to the NICE 

Guideline entitled Rheumatoid Arthritis in Adults: management, what steps his 

Department is taking to ensure that psychological interventions are routinely available 

and offered to people with rheumatoid arthritis who develop mental health conditions; and 

if he will make a statement. 

Jackie Doyle-Price: 

The Government recognises that long-term conditions, such as arthritis, can have an 

impact on a person’s mental wellbeing. The guideline ‘Rheumatoid arthritis in adults: 

management’, updated by the National Institute for Health and Care Excellence 

(NICE) in 2018, sets out best practice in the diagnosis, treatment, care and support of 

people with rheumatoid arthritis. The guidance recommends that patients should be 

offered psychological interventions (for example, relaxation, stress management and 

cognitive coping skills to help them to adjust to living with their condition). 

NICE’s guidelines represent best practice, are based on the available evidence and 

developed through wide consultation. Although guidelines are not mandatory, when 

exercising their judgement, National Health Service organisations and clinicians are 

expected to take this guideline fully into account as best practice, alongside the 

individual needs, preferences and values of their patients. 
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As set out in the Five Year Forward View for Mental Health, the expansion of 

Improving Access to Psychological Therapies services now under way has a focus on 

helping people with long term conditions, including conditions such as arthritis. 

 Cancer: Health Services 

Theresa Villiers:         [196146] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, with reference to the report 

entitled Unfinished business: An assessment of the national approach to improving 

cancer services in England 1995–2015, published by the Health Foundation in November 

2018, whether he plans to take steps in response to the conclusions of that report; and if 

he will make a statement. 

Steve Brine: 

Improving early diagnosis of cancer is a key priority for this Government. That is why 

from next year, patients with suspected cancer will receive a diagnosis or have 

cancer ruled out within 28 days. We also announced a package of cancer measures 

last month that will radically improve the system and ensure 55,000 more people 

survive cancer for five years from 2028. 

 Care Homes 

Jonathan Ashworth:         [196787] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, what proportion of care homes 

had direct access to clinical advice including appropriate on-site assessment at (a) March 

2017 and (b) October 2017. 

Caroline Dinenage: 

Every care home has direct access to clinical advice, insofar as care homes have 

access to their local general practices. Information is not held centrally regarding the 

number of care homes that have direct access to clinical advice including on-site 

assessments, home visits, and regular or routine visits from doctors to see residents. 

 Chronic Fatigue Syndrome 

Kelvin Hopkins:         [196648] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, what discussions his 

Department has had with NICE on acceptance of the classification of myalgic 

encephalomyelitis as a neurological disease as defined by the World Health 

Organisation; and if he will make a statement. 

Steve Brine: 

The Department has had no such discussions. The National Institute for Health and 

Care Excellence (NICE) is an independent body and develops its guidance based on 

a thorough assessment of the available evidence and in consultation with 

stakeholders. NICE is currently updating its clinical guideline on the diagnosis and 

management of chronic fatigue syndrome/myalgic encephalomyelitis, with expected 

publication on 14 October 2020. 
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 Complex Regional Pain Syndrome 

Layla Moran:         [195086] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, what recent steps his 

Department has taken to improve the (a) diagnosis, (b) treatment and (c) awareness 

among medical professionals of Complex Regional Pain Syndrome in (i) Oxfordshire and 

(ii) England. 

Steve Brine: 

To support clinicians in diagnosing and managing complex regional pain syndrome, 

guidance on the condition is available from a variety of authoritative professional 

sources. Advice from the Royal National Hospital for Rheumatic Diseases and a copy 

of the Royal College of Physicians guidance can be found at the following links: 

www.rcplondon.ac.uk/guidelines-policy/complex-regional-pain-syndrome-adults 

www.rnhrd.nhs.uk/page/79 

 Contraceptives 

Jonathan Ashworth:         [195070] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, if he will publish all data 

collected by his Department relating to waiting lists for contraceptive provision in (a) GP 

practices and (b) community sexual and reproductive health services. 

Steve Brine: 

Data on waiting lists for contraceptive provision is not held centrally. 

Jonathan Ashworth:         [195071] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, what the average spend per 

woman on prescribed contraceptive services is by (a) local authority, (b) clinical 

commissioning group and (c) parliamentary constituency. 

Steve Brine: 

This information is not collected centrally. 

 Dementia: Research 

Vernon Coaker:         [196678] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, what assessment he has made 

of the adequacy of the level of spending on research into the causes and treatment of 

dementia; and if he will make a statement. 

Caroline Dinenage: 

The Department funds research on health and social care through the National 

Institute for Health Research (NIHR). The usual practice of NIHR is not to ring-fence 

funds for expenditure on particular topics such as dementia. Research proposals in 

all areas compete for the funding available. The NIHR welcomes funding applications 

for research into any aspect of human health including dementia. These applications 

are subject to peer review and judged in open competition, with awards being made 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2018-11-23/195086
http://www.rcplondon.ac.uk/guidelines-policy/complex-regional-pain-syndrome-adults
http://www.rcplondon.ac.uk/guidelines-policy/complex-regional-pain-syndrome-adults
http://www.rnhrd.nhs.uk/page/79
http://www.rnhrd.nhs.uk/page/79
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2018-11-23/195070
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2018-11-23/195071
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2018-11-28/196678


on the basis of the importance of the topic to patients and health and care services, 

value for money and scientific quality. In all disease areas, the amount of NIHR 

funding depends on the volume and quality of scientific activity. 

NIHR funding for dementia research was £43.0 million in 2017/18, having grown from 

£27 million in 2013/14. Overall public funding for dementia research continues to run 

well ahead of the Government’s 2020 Dementia Challenge commitment to maintain 

funding at £60 million a year. The other main public funders of dementia research are 

the Medical Research Council, which in 2017/18 spent £36.3 million, and the 

Economic and Social Research Council, which spent £3.2 million, to bring total 

Government spending on dementia research to £82.5 million. 

 Department of Health and Social Care: Food 

Tom Watson:         [196184] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, pursuant the Answer of 20 

February 2018 to Question 127567, if he will publish (a) the healthy offerings available to 

staff on his departmental estate and (b) guidelines that are offered to NHS hospitals in 

relation to low sugar content in vending machines. 

Steve Brine: 

A fresh chopped fruit option is served as part of the breakfast menu on the 

Departmental estate. The Department offers a healthy meal option in locations hot 

food is served. The Department also offers a healthy sandwich meal deal, a salad bar 

and whole fruit snacks every day in the restaurants and cafes on its estate. 

National Health Service hospitals are required to meet the Government Buying 

Standards for Food and Catering Services through the NHS Standard Contract, and 

are required to develop and maintain a food and drink strategy which focuses on 

healthier eating across the whole hospital community, including the contents of 

vending machines. 

The Government Buying Standards for Food and Catering Services are available at 

the following link: 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachm

ent_data/file/418072/gbs-food-catering-march2015.pdf 

In 2016 NHS England introduced a financial incentive for hospitals to encourage 

healthier food options to be available for staff, limiting the proportion, placement and 

promotion of foods high in fat, salt, sugar and saturates sold on NHS premises, 

including via vending machines. This scheme was expanded in the 2017/19 

Commissioning for Quality and Innovation (CQUIN). Alongside this, in July 2017 NHS 

England introduced a voluntary Sugar Sweetened Beverage (SSB) reduction scheme 

limiting sales of SSBs in each vendor on NHS premises to no more than 10% of 

SSBs, by volume. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2018-11-27/196184
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/418072/gbs-food-catering-march2015.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/418072/gbs-food-catering-march2015.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/418072/gbs-food-catering-march2015.pdf


 Department of Health and Social Care: Meetings 

Tom Watson:         [196185] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, pursuant of his Answer to 

Question 127566 if he will (a) publish the names of the representatives from (i) Mars, (ii) 

Coca Cola and (iii) the British Soft Drinks Association who met his Department on the 

specified dates, (b) place notes of those meetings in the Library and (c) publish any 

correspondence between 2017 and 2018 between these companies and his Department. 

Steve Brine: 

Details about the meetings with Mars, Coca Cola and the British Soft Drinks 

Association, including representatives attending from these organisations, are 

provided in the following table. 

Organisation Date Meeting type External Attendees 

Mars 

12 January 

2017 

1:1 meeting with Public 

Health England (PHE) 

Communications Manager, 

Director Global Public Affairs, 

UK Public Affairs Manager, 

Scientific Affairs Manager 

Europe 

20 January 

2017 

Large PHE stakeholder 

forum meeting to discuss 

data in relation to the sugar 

reduction programme 

Unknown 

17 June 2017 

Large PHE stakeholder 

forum meeting on drinks 

covered by PHE’s 

reformulation programme 

UK Public Affairs Manager 

22 

September 

2017 

1:1 meeting with PHE UK Public Affairs Manager 

1 November 

2017 

Large PHE stakeholder 

forum meeting on drinks 

covered by PHE’s 

reformulation programme 

UK Public Affairs Manager 

20 December 

2017 

PHE meeting with Mars, 

Mondelez and Ferrero to 

discuss Treatwise initiative 

UK Public Affairs Manager 
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Coca Cola 

17 July 2017 

Large PHE stakeholder 

forum meeting on drinks 

covered by PHE’s 

reformulation programme 

Senior Regulatory Affairs 

Manager 

9 January 

2018 
1:1 meeting with PHE 

Chief Executive Officer and 

Director Public Affairs & 

Communication 

British Soft 

Drinks 

Association 

(BSDA) 

22 March 

2017 

1:1 with Department of 

Health (DH) 
Director General 

17 July 2017 

Large PHE stakeholder 

forum meeting on drinks 

covered by PHE’s 

reformulation programme 

Director General and Public 

Affairs Manager 

27 July 2017 1:1 meeting with PHE Public Affairs Manager 

7 September 

2017 
1:1 with DH Director General 

1 November 

2017 

Large PHE stakeholder 

forum meeting on drinks 

covered by PHE’s 

reformulation programme 

Technical Executive 

18 January 

2018 

Introductory meeting with 

new Deputy Director of 

Obesity, Food and Nutrition 

Branch in DH 

Director General and Public 

Affairs Manager 

The Department does not have a central record of notes of these meetings. 

The Department does not have a centralised record of all correspondence with these 

organisations and to obtain it would incur disproportionate cost. 

 

 Department of Health and Social Care: Procurement 

Ms Angela Eagle:         [196725] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, what measures his Department 

has in place to identify suppliers with precarious financial situations during the 

procurement process. 

Stephen Hammond: 

The Department has detailed procurement strategies in place which guide 

procurement professionals through the steps at which suppliers financial standing 

should be identified and measured during a procurement process. 
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All procurement processes are undertaken in line with Procurement Policy Notice 

02/13 (Financial Risk Issues) and the Department is currently working with 

colleagues across Government on its replacement which will be released shortly. All 

recommendations from the revised Procurement Policy Notice will be fed back into 

the procurement strategy documents. 

 Depressive Illnesses 

Jim Shannon:         [195588] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, what estimate he has made of 

the number of people (a) under 30, (b) between 30 and 60 and (c) over 60 and who are 

(i) male and (ii) female and have had depression and anxiety in each of the last five 

years. 

Jackie Doyle-Price: 

This information is not available in the format requested. 

 Drugs and Medical Equipment: Imports 

Dr Dan Poulter:         [196728] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, what plans he has in place to 

ensure the entry of (a) medical supplies and (b) medicines to the UK in the event that the 

UK leaves the EU without a deal; and if he will make a statement. 

Stephen Hammond: 

The Government has agreed the terms of our exit from the European Union, as set 

out in the Withdrawal Agreement. The Withdrawal Agreement offers a time-limited 

implementation period that provides a bridge to the future relationship, allowing 

business, including the life sciences industry, to continue trading as now until the end 

of 2020. The supply of medicines and medical supplies would remain unchanged 

during the implementation period. 

As a responsible Government, however, we continue to prepare proportionately for all 

scenarios, including the unlikely outcome that we leave the EU without any deal in 

March 2019. 

On 23 August, the Department announced contingency measures to increase stock 

holding at a national level for medical devices and clinical consumables. To this end, 

we are working with suppliers that routinely import products from EU countries to 

determine what measures they need to take so that they can continue to provide 

products in the unlikely event of a no deal EU exit. 

Also, on 23 August, the Department wrote to pharmaceutical companies that supply 

the United Kingdom with pharmacy or prescription-only medicines from, or via, the 

EU/European Economic Area, asking them to ensure they have a minimum of six 

weeks’ additional supply in the UK, over and above their business as usual 

operational buffer stocks, by 29 March 2019 in the event of a no deal EU exit. On the 

same date, the Government published two technical notices on the batch testing and 
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regulation of human medicines in the event of a no deal, together with a further 

technical notice on the submission of regulatory information on medical products. 

Since these initiatives were announced, the Department has received very good 

engagement from industry who share our aims of ensuring continuity of medical 

supplies for patients is maintained and able to cope with any potential delays at the 

border that may arise in the short term in the event of a no-deal EU exit. 

 Drugs: Cost Effectiveness 

Jonathan Ashworth:         [195080] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, pursuant to the Answer of 29 

October 2018 to Question 181572 on Drugs: Cost Effectiveness, if he will place in the 

Library the 27 topics that have triggered the £20 million budget impact test. 

Steve Brine: 

The information requested can be found in the following table. 

 TOPIC TITLE PROGRAMME 

1 Afamelanotide for treating 

erythropoietic protoporphyria 

[ID927] 

HST (highly specialised 

technology) 

2 Niraparib for maintenance 

treatment of platinum-sensitive 

ovarian cancer after second 

response to chemotherapy 

[ID1041] 

TA (technology appraisal) 

3 Lenalidomide for previously 

untreated multiple myeloma 

[ID474] 

TA 

4 Dupilumab for treating 

moderate to severe atopic 

dermatitis after topical 

treatments [ID1048] 

TA 

5 Pembrolizumab for untreated 

PD-L1 positive metastatic non-

small-cell lung cancer (Cancer 

Drugs Fund Review of TA447) 

[ID1349] 

TA 
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6 Abiraterone for treating newly 

diagnosed metastatic 

hormone-naive prostate 

cancer [ID945] 

TA 

7 Pertuzumab for adjuvant 

treatment of early HER2-

positive breast cancer [ID1192] 

TA 

8 Burosumab for treating X-

linked hypophosphataemia 

[ID1151] 

HST 

9 Axicabtagene ciloleucel for 

treating diffuse large B-cell 

lymphoma and primary 

mediastinal B-cell lymphoma 

after two or more systemic 

therapies [ID1115] 

TA 

10 Ocrelizumab for treating 

primary progressive multiple 

sclerosis [ID938] 

TA 

11 Daratumumab in combination 

with bortezomib for treating 

relapsed or refractory multiple 

myeloma [ID974] 

TA 

12 Nusinersen for treating spinal 

muscular atrophy [ID1069] 

TA 

13 Dabrafenib in combination with 

trametinib for adjuvant 

treatment of resected BRAF 

V600 positive malignant 

melanoma [ID1226] 

TA 

14 Nivolumab for adjuvant 

treatment of resected stage III 

and IV melanoma [ID1316] 

TA 



15 Olaparib for maintenance 

treatment of recurrent, 

platinum-sensitive ovarian, 

fallopian tube and peritoneal 

cancer that has responded to 

platinum-based chemotherapy 

(including a review of TA381) 

[ID1296] 

TA 

16 Tisagenlecleucel for treating 

relapsed or refractory diffuse 

large B-cell lymphoma after 

two or more systemic 

therapies [ID1166] 

TA 

17 Abemaciclib with an 

aromatase inhibitor for 

untreated advanced hormone-

receptor positive, HER2-

negative breast cancer 

[ID1227] 

TA 

18 Pembrolizumab for adjuvant 

treatment of melanoma with 

high risk of recurrence 

[ID1266] 

TA 

19 Human alpha1-proteinase 

inhibitor for treating 

emphysema [ID856] 

HST 

20 Pembrolizumab with 

pemetrexed and platinum 

chemotherapy for untreated 

metastatic non-squamous non-

small-cell lung cancer [ID1173] 

TA 

21 Nivolumab with ipilimumab for 

untreated metastatic renal cell 

carcinoma [ID1182] 

TA 

22 Nivolumab with ipilimumab for 

untreated non-small-cell lung 

cancer that has a high tumour 

mutational burden [ID1187] 

TA 



23 Patisiran for treating hereditary 

transthyretin amyloidosis 

[ID1279] 

HST 

24 Atezolizumab in combination 

for treating advanced non-

squamous non-small-cell lung 

cancer [ID1210] 

TA 

25 Durvalumab for maintenance 

treatment of unresectable non-

small-cell lung cancer after 

platinum-based 

chemoradiation [ID1175] 

New TA process 

26 Osimertinib for untreated 

EGFR-positive non-small-cell 

lung cancer [ID1302] 

New TA process 

27 Enzalutamide for treating non-

metastatic hormone-relapsed 

prostate cancer [ID1359] 

TA 

 

 Drugs: Counterfeit Manufacturing 

Jim Shannon:         [195589] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, what steps he is taking to tackle 

the provision and sale of fake medicines. 

Jackie Doyle-Price: 

In the United Kingdom, strict regulatory controls govern the sale, supply, 

manufacture, distribution and advertising of medicinal products. 

Although no fatalities in the UK have been attributed to a falsified medicine sourced 

from the UK regulated supply chain, the potential threat to patient health is 

recognised and taken seriously across Government. 

No incidents of a falsified medicine reaching a patient through the regulated supply 

chain have been recorded since 2009. However, if such an incidence occurs, the 

Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA) has strategies in 

place to ensure immediate and proportionate action is taken, including a thorough 

investigation and withdrawal of the medicines from circulation. 

The majority of illegal activity involving medicines takes place online and MHRA 

efforts to tackle this are focussed both on the supply and demand. The MHRA has 

arrangements in place with Border Force to seize illegally imported medicines on 
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entry into the UK and works with the Internet service industry to close websites 

operating outside of legal requirements. 

 Epilepsy: Death 

Dr David Drew:         [196700] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, what steps he is taking to tackle 

the effect of deprivation on epilepsy and reduce the number of deaths caused by that 

condition. 

Dr David Drew:         [196701] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, what steps he plans to take to 

ensure that families receive appropriate advice and support when their relatives have 

died as a result of symptoms relating to epilepsy. 

Steve Brine: 

The Public Health England (PHE) report ‘Deaths associated with neurological 

conditions in England 2001 to 2014’, was developed by PHE’s Neurology Intelligence 

Network (NIN), and published on 27 February 2018. The report found that a greater 

proportion of epilepsy related deaths occur in areas of higher levels of deprivation. 

The rate of deaths associated with epilepsy in areas ranked as the most deprived in 

England is almost three times larger than in the least deprived; 13 deaths per 

100,000 population compared to five deaths per 100,000 population. A copy of the 

report can be found at the following link: 

www.gov.uk/government/publications/deaths-associated-with-neurological-conditions 

Wider research has shown that epilepsy prevalence varies with social deprivation, but 

this is not well understood, and it is not clear whether this inequality in mortality is the 

consequence of the increased prevalence seen in deprived areas, of poor care, or 

both. However, deprivation is a well-known determinant of poor general health, and 

although there is insufficient evidence to describe the relationship as causal, it 

underlines the health inequalities link in relation to epilepsy related deaths. 

The Government is acting broadly to reduce health inequalities by addressing the 

social causes of ill health, promoting healthier lifestyles for all and tackling differences 

in outcomes of NHS services, all underpinned by legal duties. Through the Mandate 

the Government has asked NHS England to ensure service commissioning focuses 

on measurable reductions in inequalities in access to health services, in people’s 

experience of the health system, and across a specified range of health outcomes 

which contribute to reducing inequalities in life expectancy and healthy life 

expectancy. National and local outcomes frameworks feature indicators to measure 

improvements across a range of areas, including inequalities, and the Mandate asks 

NHS England to do more in increasing the transparency on services and outcomes 

that these frameworks provide. 

At a national level, NHS England is the organisation responsible for securing and 

supporting high quality outcomes for people with epilepsy, and the vast majority of 
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services for people with the condition are planned and commissioned by local clinical 

commissioning groups. Action is led locally to ensure the solutions put in place reflect 

the needs of individual communities. 

 Food: Advertising 

Tom Watson:         [196193] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, pursuant to the Answer of 26 

February to Question 127571, on Food: Advertising, how he intends for the nutrient 

profiling model to be applied to social media advertising. 

Steve Brine: 

In the second chapter of the Government's Childhood Obesity Plan, published in 

June, we committed to consult on introducing a 9pm watershed on TV advertising of 

high fat, salt or sugar (HFSS) products and similar protection for children viewing 

adverts online. Defining what food and drink would be in scope of any further 

advertising restrictions will be a part of our consultation. In the case of social media 

advertising, as with all non-broadcast media, the Committees of Advertising Practice 

Code already requires that advertisers use the Nutrient Profiling Model to define 

HFSS products. 

 Four Seasons Health Care 

Ms Angela Eagle:         [196724] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, what the value is of his 

Department's contract with Four Seasons Health Care; and what steps his Department is 

taking to measure the value for money of that contract. 

Ms Angela Eagle:         [196763] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, what the value is of his 

Department's contract with Four Seasons Healthcare in (a) Merseyside and (b) Wirral. 

Caroline Dinenage: 

The Department holds no contracts with Four Seasons Health Care. 

 Health Professions: Qualifications 

John Woodcock:         [196143] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, if he will undertake a review of 

the General Medical Council's procedures for revalidating medical professionals as a 

result of the Zholia Alemi case. 

Stephen Hammond: 

The General Medical Council (GMC) is the independent regulator of doctors across 

the United Kingdom. The processes for revalidation are a matter for the GMC itself. 

The Professional Standards Authority (PSA) oversees the work of the healthcare 

independent regulatory bodies in the UK, including the GMC. The PSA annually 

reviews the performance of the GMC and considers whether it has met the 24 
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Standards of Good regulation, covering the four key functions of governance and 

standards, education and training, registration and fitness to practise. 

As recommended by Taking Revalidation Forward, the Department is working with 

the GMC, NHS England and other stakeholders to consider whether any 

amendments are needed to the Medical Profession (Responsible Officer) Regulations 

2010 and 2013. 

 Health Services 

Deidre Brock:         [195132] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, what estimate he has made of 

the effect of changes in the level of welfare benefits on demand for NHS services. 

Jackie Doyle-Price: 

No assessment has been made. We engage across Government to ensure that 

health policy and delivery needs are taken into account in and also respond to wider 

policy developments. 

Luciana Berger:         [196189] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, with reference to the report, 

Letting local systems lead, how the long-term plan could deliver a more sustainable NHS, 

published by the NHS Confederation in November 2018, whether he has plans to 

implement the recommendation to make support for effective local leadership and 

relationships a priority for the NHS Long Term Plan. 

Stephen Hammond: 

National Health Service leaders are producing a new 10-year plan, led by clinicians 

and professionals, and supported by local health and care systems across the 

country. We expect the plan to be published later this year and as such decisions are 

still being taken on the exact content of the plan. 

Luciana Berger:         [196191] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, with reference to page four of 

the report, Letting local systems lead, how the long-term plan could deliver a more 

sustainable NHS, published by the NHS Confederation in November 2018, what 

assessment he has made of the effect on services of the shortfall in funding of 0.4 per 

cent. 

Stephen Hammond: 

The National Health Service will set out what is achievable within the envelope. We 

believe that increases of 3.4% per year on average, together with ensuring every 

penny is well spent, will ensure the NHS can deliver the world-class service we want. 
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 Hospital Beds 

Ms Angela Eagle:         [196723] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, what estimate he has made of 

the number of step-down beds in NHS hospitals that are staffed by private healthcare 

companies. 

Stephen Hammond: 

The requested information is not collected centrally. 

 Kellogs 

Tom Watson:         [196186] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, on what date officials of his 

Department have held meetings with representatives of Kellogs in the last 12 months. 

Steve Brine: 

Representatives from Kellogg’s have attended two large stakeholder events 

organised by Public Health England; one on 3 November 2017 to discuss data to be 

included in the first sugar progress report, and one on 5 March 2018 to launch the 

calorie reduction programme and publication of ‘Calorie reduction: The scope and 

ambition for action’. 

 Locums: Qualifications 

John Woodcock:         [196142] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, with reference to Sir Keith 

Pearson’s review entitled Taking revalidation forward: improving the process of 

relicensing for doctors, published in January 2017, what steps his Department have taken 

in response to identified weaknesses in the appraisal and revalidation processes for 

doctors working as locums; and if he will publish a timeline showing when such steps 

were (a) initiated and (b) completed. 

Stephen Hammond: 

Sir Keith Pearson’s review of medical revalidation, Taking Revalidation Forward 

(TRF), was published in January 2017. Sir Keith reviewed evidence on the impact of 

revalidation and concluded "that revalidation has already delivered significant 

benefits". 

The review made recommendations to improve some aspects of revalidation, for the 

benefit of both doctors and patients. Implementation of the recommendations was 

overseen by the Revalidation Oversight Group, chaired by the General Medical 

Council (GMC). The GMC has advised that all recommendations have been 

implemented, except for those which may require legislative change. 

As recommended by TRF, the Department is working with the GMC, NHS England 

and other stakeholders to consider whether any amendments are needed to the 

Medical Profession (Responsible Officer) Regulations 2010 and 2013. 
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John Woodcock:         [196144] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, if he will review the powers 

conferred by the Medical Profession (Responsible Officer) Regulations 2010 and 2013 

that enable locum agencies to revalidate doctors. 

Stephen Hammond: 

Sir Keith Pearson’s review of medical revalidation, Taking Revalidation Forward 

(TRF), was published in January 2017. The review made recommendations to 

improve some aspects of revalidation, for the benefit of both doctors and patients. As 

recommended by TRF, the Department is working with the General Medical Council, 

NHS England and other stakeholders to consider whether any amendments are 

needed to the Medical Profession (Responsible Officer) Regulations 2010 and 2013. 

 Mental Health Services 

Jonathan Ashworth:         [195072] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, what proportion of the total (a) 

NHS England budget and (b) his Department's budget (i) has been spent on mental 

health services in each of the last five years, (ii) is planned be spent on mental health 

services in 2018-19 and (iii) is planned to be spent on mental health services in each year 

from 2019-20 to 2023-24. 

Jackie Doyle-Price: 

The Department’s budget is not spent directly on mental health services. The bulk of 

the Department’s budget is managed by NHS England, which is responsible for 

improving health and care outcomes for people in England. NHS England collates 

information on mental health expenditure for clinical commissioning groups (CCGs) 

and specialised commissioned services. Other areas of direct commissioning also 

provide mental health services, most notably general practitioners, but NHS England 

does not currently collect details of spend on mental health in these areas. 

NHS England’s mental health spend for 2016/17 and for 2017/18 are published in the 

Five Year Forward View for Mental Health dashboard, and the planned spend for 

2018/19 is due to be published shortly. The dashboard also reports national CCG 

mental health spend as a percentage of overall CCG programme allocation. 

The following table shows specialised mental health spend and the total of CCG and 

specialised mental health spend as a percentage of CCG and specialised programme 

allocations for 2015/16, 2016/17 and 2017/18 using data from the mental health 

dashboard where relevant. The table also provides this information for 2013/14 and 

2014/15, although this information is not included in the mental health dashboard. 

NHS England mental health spend, as a proportion of overall health spend 2013/14-

2017/18 
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CCG MENTAL 

HEALTH SPEND 

SPECIALISED 

MENTAL HEALTH 

SPEND 

TOTAL CCG AND 

SPECIALISED 

MENTAL HEALTH 

CCG AND 

SPECIALISED 

MENTAL SPEND AS 

A % OF 

ALLOCATION 

 £ million £ million £ million  

2013/14 7,819 1,764 9,583 12.2% 

2014/15 8,289 1,790 10,079 12.4% 

2015/16 9,148 1,831 10,979 13.0% 

2016/17 9,723 1,879 11,602 13.3% 

2017/18 10,080 1,896 11,976 13.3% 

 

Source: NHS England 

The Five Year Forward View for Mental Health dashboard is available at the following 

link: 

https://www.england.nhs.uk/publication/mental-health-five-year-forward-view-

dashboard/ 

For future years, the Government announced its long term financial settlement for the 

National Health Service in June. This will represent an increase of £20.5 billion in real 

terms by 2023/24. The Government has asked the National Health Service to 

develop a long-term plan which will set out a vision for the health service and ensure 

every penny is well spent, this will be published shortly. 

Jeff Smith:         [196877] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, what assessment he has made 

of the adequacy of the provision of community mental health services for people with 

severe mental illness. 

Jackie Doyle-Price: 

The Government recognises that we need to go further in improving mental health 

services. 

NHS England is developing a new framework for community mental health services 

focussing on care for adults with severe mental illnesses. 

This work draws on a wide range of sources of data and intelligence, including the 

Care Quality Commission’s annual community mental health surveys and inspections 

of services. 

The Government has asked the National Health Service to develop a long-term plan 

which will set out a vision for the health service and we have been clear that better 
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access to mental health services, to help achieve the Government’s commitment to 

parity of esteem between mental and physical health, is one of the principles which 

must underpin the plan. It will be published shortly. 

 Mental Health: Children and Young People 

Luciana Berger:         [196888] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, with reference to the NHS 

Digital report, Mental Health of Children and Young People in England, 2017, published 

on 22 November 2018, when the data on children and young people’s mental health will 

next be updated and with what frequency that data will be updated. 

Jackie Doyle-Price: 

We intend to update the data on children and young people’s mental health by 

conducting a prevalence survey every seven years. In the meantime, we have also 

started work to commission a survey on the mental health prevalence of looked after 

and previously looked after children to better understand their needs and inform both 

the services to be commissioned, as well as the training of professionals in contact 

with these children. 

Luciana Berger:         [196889] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, what assessment he has made 

of the effect of the time taken between the publication of Mental health of children and 

young people in Great Britain, 2004 and Mental Health of Children and Young People in 

England, 2017 on the understanding of demand for children’s mental health services. 

Jackie Doyle-Price: 

These two reports set out information on the prevalence of mental health conditions 

in children and young people. The Mental Health Services Data Set helps inform our 

understanding of demand for services, although it is an experimental dataset, and we 

expect data quality and coverage to improve over time. Current transformation plans 

to improve children and young people’s mental health services in the National Health 

Service have been based on an understanding of unmet need and increasing 

demand, which was already understood well before the publication of the recent 

report ‘Mental Health of Children and Young People in England, 2017’ on the 

prevalence of mental health conditions. The recently published survey shows a slight 

increase overall in prevalence of mental health conditions in 5-15 year olds, from 

10.1% in 2004 to 11.2% in 2017. 

 Mental Illness: Children 

Chris Ruane:         [196138] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, pursuant to the Answer of 27 

November 2018 to Question 194622 on Antidepressants: Children, what estimate he has 

made of the number of children diagnosed with a mental health disorder in each of the 

last five years. 
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Jackie Doyle-Price: 

This information is not available in the format requested. 

 Multiple Sclerosis: Nurses 

Layla Moran:         [195671] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, how many specialist multiple 

sclerosis nurses are employed and working in (a) Oxfordshire and (b) England. 

Stephen Hammond: 

The Department does not hold the information requested. 

 NHS: Contracts 

Ms Angela Eagle:         [196726] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, what steps his Department is 

taking to monitor the financial health of companies that hold contracts with the NHS. 

Stephen Hammond: 

It is the responsibility of each National Health Service organisation to assess the 

financial health of suppliers of services or products throughout the life of the contract. 

The Department has contract management processes in place to monitor the 

financial standing of its own suppliers and ensure contracted services are delivered in 

accordance with the terms and conditions of the contract. 

 Palliative Care: Children 

Debbie Abrahams:         [196297] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, if he will develop outcome 

indicators to measure the extent to which children with life-limiting conditions and their 

families are able to make choices on the palliative care they receive. 

Caroline Dinenage: 

Public Health England has no plans to develop indicators on the extent to which 

children with life limiting conditions and their families are able to make choices on the 

palliative care they receive. Data is not held on patient preferences for palliative care 

on which to base such indicators. 

 Pneumococcal Diseases: Vaccination 

Jonathan Ashworth:         [195079] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, pursuant to the Answer of 24 

October to Question 180205 on Pneumococcal Diseases: Vaccination, whether his 

Department will make the modelling paper available to stakeholders ahead of (a) any 

decision on a change to the pneumococcal vaccination schedule and (b) ahead of its 

publication in a peer reviewed journal. 
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Steve Brine: 

The modelling prepared by Public Health England which supported the Joint 

Committee on Vaccination and Immunisation recommendation to move to a 1+1 

schedule for Pneumococcal Conjugate Vaccine has been submitted for publication in 

a peer reviewed journal, and will be published in due course. 

There are no plans to share the paper with stakeholders ahead of publication. 

 Prisons: Alcoholic Drinks and Drugs 

Liz Saville Roberts:         [196296] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, what (a) drug and (b) alcohol 

treatment services have been commissioned by his Department in each prison in 

England and Wales. 

Jackie Doyle-Price: 

The information is not held centrally. 

 Social Services 

Mr Ranil Jayawardena:         [196209] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, what estimate he has made of 

the potential effect on the price of care purchased by self-funders of local authorities 

purchasing care packages from the same providers in bulk at a lower unit cost price. 

Caroline Dinenage: 

In its 2017 care home market study, the Competition and Market’s Authority (CMA) 

considered the potential effects where local authorities pay rates for care packages 

which are lower than those paid by people who are funding their own care. The 

CMA’s analysis of this issue and the adult social care market is an important part of 

the evidence base which will feed into the Green Paper on adult social care. The 

Green Paper will consider the fundamental issues facing the care system. 

 Social Services: Disability 

Mr Jim Cunningham:         [196086] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, how many adults with severe 

disabilities are in receipt of local authority-run social care services in (a) Coventry, (b) the 

West Midlands and (c) the UK. 

Caroline Dinenage: 

This information is not held centrally. 

 Speech and Language Disorders: Children 

Rebecca Pow:         [195622] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, pursuant to the Answer of 25 

July 2018 to Question 165670 on Speech and Language Disorders: Children, what steps 
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Public Health England plans to take to draw on expertise from a speech, language and 

communications expert to inform its work on mental ill health prevention. 

Jackie Doyle-Price: 

Public Health England (PHE) is working in partnership with the Department for 

Education as part of the Social Mobility Action Plan for Education, to improve early 

language acquisition and reduce the ‘word gap’. 

To support this work an Expert Advisory Group has been established. This group 

helps to shape and develop the work, providing insights and advice on latest 

research, policy imperatives and priority issues. This group comprises experts from a 

range of disciplines with expertise in speech and language. These experts can also 

inform the work on mental health prevention. 

PHE has established a Special Interest Group which aims to deliver the best applied 

evidence to public mental health improvement and reduction of inequalities in 

children and young people in England. 

The group has representation from research and academia, Government 

Departments, arm’s length bodies, local commissioners, public health professionals 

and young people. 

 Strokes: Health Services 

Mr Jim Cunningham:         [196087] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, how many stroke beds there 

are (a) at University Hospitals Coventry and Warwickshire NHS Trust and (b) throughout 

(i) the West Midlands and (ii) England. 

Stephen Hammond: 

Data is not available in the format requested. Information surrounding beds by 

consultant-led speciality is published quarterly by NHS England at the following link: 

https://www.england.nhs.uk/statistics/statistical-work-areas/bed-availability-and-

occupancy/ 

 Surgical Mesh Implants 

David Simpson:         [196163] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, what recent discussions his 

Department has had with representatives of surgical mesh implant groups on their 

experiences of such implants. 

Jackie Doyle-Price: 

Pelvic mesh groups have been in direct contact with Departmental Ministers on 

several occasions. 

The Department is currently working on data needs to monitor mesh procedures. 

Sling the Mesh has been involved in early discussions. 
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The former Secretary of State for Health and Social Care Jeremy Hunt (MP) 

announced the Independent Medicines and Medical Devices Review in February 

2018. Baroness Cumberlege has made listening to patients a priority. 

 Toxic Shock Syndrome 

Andrew Percy:         [196190] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, what steps his Department is 

taking to raise awareness of the symptoms of toxic shock syndrome. 

Jackie Doyle-Price: 

Advice on toxic shock syndrome is available on the National Health Service website. 

I am leading on women’s health and aim to raise awareness of women’s health 

issues. 

 Urgent Treatment Centres 

Jonathan Ashworth:         [196788] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, what progress has been made 

on the planned roll-out of urgent treatment centres by Spring 2018. 

Stephen Hammond: 

Since the publication of the principles and standards for Urgent Treatment Centres 

(UTCs) in summer 2017, NHS England has worked with local areas to support the roll 

out of the UTC model, including the ability to book appointments directly via NHS 

111. 

 HOME OFFICE 

 Asylum: Finance 

Gill Furniss:         [196311] 

To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what estimate he has made of 

the number of people that have had an application for asylum rejected who have no 

recourse to public funds in each of the last five years. 

Caroline Nokes: 

Asylum Seekers whose claims and, if appropriate, appeals have been refused are no 

longer eligible for asylum support and are expected to return home. We offer 

assistance to those who choose to do so by actively promoting the Home Office 

Voluntary Return Service. The Home Office continues to provide accommodation and 

support to those who are temporarily unable to leave the UK because of a practical or 

legal obstacle through the Section 4 provisions, and to families with children under 

the age of 18. 
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Information about asylum decisions, broken down by Country of Origin, is available in 

the published statistics here: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/immigration-statistics-year-ending-june-

2018/how-many-people-do-we-grant-asylum-or-protection-to#asylum-applications-

and-initial-decisions 

 Biometrics: Post Offices 

Alison Thewliss:         [196847] 

To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, how many applications for 

biometric information have been processed in each post office in Glasgow Central 

constituency in each of the last five years. 

Alison Thewliss:         [196848] 

To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, how many applications for 

biometric information have been processed by post offices in each Parliamentary 

constituency in the each of the last five years. 

Caroline Nokes: 

The information requested is not recorded in a format that can be broken down to the 

level of detail requested. 

 Crimes of Violence: Young People 

Vicky Ford:         [907969] 

What steps is he taking to divert young people away from violent crime. 

Sajid Javid: 

Diverting young people away from crime is at the heart of the Serious Violence 

Strategy. 

I have just awarded £17.7m to support 29 projects working with young people 

through the Early Intervention Youth Fund,and I am setting up a new £200m Youth 

Endowment Fund to provide long term support to stop children getting involved in 

crime and violence. 

David Warburton:         [907974] 

What steps he is taking to divert young people away from violent crime. 

Sajid Javid: 

With your permission Mr Speaker, I would like to group this question with question 

23. 

Diverting young people away from crime is at the heart of the Serious Violence 

Strategy. 

I have just awarded £17.7m to support 29 projects working with young people 

through the Early Intervention Youth Fund, and I am setting up a new £200m Youth 
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Endowment Fund to provide long term support to stop children getting involved in 

crime and violence. 

 Domestic Violence 

Will Quince:         [907972] 

What steps he is taking to tackle domestic abuse. 

Victoria Atkins: 

This Government is committed to transforming the response to domestic abuse. We 

have provided £100 million to support victims and organisations working to combat 

domestic abuse and violence against women and girls. 

Our consultation on domestic abuse closed on 31 May, with over 3200 responses. 

We will be publishing a response to the consultation and a draft Domestic Abuse Bill 

later this session. 

 Domestic Violence: Liverpool City Region 

Conor McGinn:         [196798] 

To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, how much funding has been 

provided by his Department for (a) domestic violence prevention programmes and (b) 

services for victims of domestic violence in (i) St Helens and (ii) Liverpool City Region. 

Victoria Atkins: 

The Government published a Violence Against Women and Girls (VAWG) Strategy 

on 8 March 2016 setting out an ambitious programme to make tackling VAWG 

everybody’s business, ensure victims and survivors get the support they need and 

inspire confidence in the Criminal Justice System to bring more perpetrators to justice 

as well as doing more to rehabilitate offenders. 

Over this spending review period, we are providing £100m of dedicated funding to 

tackle VAWG. VAWG services are mainly commissioned at a local level by PCCs, 

local authorities and health commissioners. The Government’s VAWG National 

Statement of Expectations encourages service provision decisions to be taken, by 

commissioners, at a local level and driven by local need. 

We have allocated £17 million of funding to establish the 3-year VAWG Service 

Transformation Fund, which is supporting projects across 41 areas in England and 

Wales to support, promote and embed the best local practice and drive major change 

across all services so that early intervention and prevention, not crisis response, is 

the norm. 

Liverpool City Council is being supported by the VAWG Transformation Fund to 

deliver the ‘Liverpool Early Help for Victims of VAWG’ project. We have awarded over 

£400,000 to support the Council to deliver a complex needs perpetrator programme, 

‘Inner Strength’, and create Early Help Hubs to improve the multi-agency response to 

victims of domestic abuse. 
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The Home Office also supports the national VAWG Helplines and recently committed 

funding of up to £1.1m per annum for these services until 2021. The Helplines 

provide essential advice and support to victims of violence and abuse; advice to 

friends and family who are worried about someone; guidance to those wishing to stop 

perpetrating abuse; as well as assisting professionals seeking specialist support for 

victims. 

 Firearms: Regulation 

Stuart C. McDonald:         [196210] 

To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what recent representations he 

has received from (a) the National Ballistics Intelligence Service, (b) the National Police 

Chiefs Council, (c) police forces and (d) the National Crime Agency on the prohibition of 

.50 calibre rifles; and if he will make a statement. 

Mr Nick Hurd: 

The Home Secretary received advice from law enforcement agencies on the threat 

and risk to public safety from high energy rifles, including .50 calibre rifles. 

At the Home Secretary’s request, we have received further advice from the National 

Crime Agency on whether there are alternatives to prohibition which would reduce 

the risk, in particular more secure storage arrangements. In light of that advice, the 

Home Secretary has decided that further detailed consideration is required on how 

best to tighten controls on high energy rifles. We have therefore tabled an 

amendment to remove the proposed prohibition from the Bill and will undertake a full 

public consultation to seek as wide a range of views as possible on this important 

issue. 

 Fires: Solar Power 

Steve McCabe:         [196693] 

To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, pursuant to the Answer of 14 

November 2018 to Question 191271 on Fires: Solar Power, whether there are processes 

in place to oblige local fire and rescue authorities to consider firefighter guidance 

recommendations made by relevant reports. 

Mr Nick Hurd: 

No. As set out in the Fire and Rescue National Framework for England, it is not for 

Government to prescribe operational matters, which are best determined locally. It is 

therefore for individual fire and rescue authorities to determine whether they consider 

and implement recommendations from such reports. 

 Human Trafficking: Victim Support Schemes 

Alex Norris:         [196808] 

To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, with reference to the High Court 

Judgment K & Anor, R (on the application of) v Secretary of State for the Home 

Department of 8 November 2018, whether plans set out in the NRM reforms, announced 
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in October 2017 to align subsistence rates for victims of trafficking with asylum seekers 

will not be implemented through the statutory guidance on victim support, Section 49 of 

the Modern Slavery Act 2015. 

Victoria Atkins: 

The Government recognises the importance of publishing guidance under Section 49 

of the Modern Slavery Act 2015 on the identification of and support for potential 

victims of modern slavery. 

The Act requires the Secretary of State to publish statutory guidance on indicators of 

potential trafficking, arrangements for determining whether there are reasonable 

grounds to believe that a person may be a victim of slavery or human trafficking, and 

arrangements for providing assistance and support to these victims. 

The guidance will reference subsistence rates as part of the package of support 

provided to potential victims, however it will not include the specific amount that 

individuals are entitled to. 

The Government will publish this guidance as soon as we are able. We will announce 

a timetable in due course. 

 Immigrants: EU Nationals 

Paul Blomfield:         [196154] 

To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what assessment he has made 

of merits of providing physical documentation to holders of settled status as proof of their 

legal status. 

Paul Blomfield:         [196155] 

To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what alternative proof of legal 

status the Government plans to be available to holders of settled status in the event that 

they lose access to their digital proof. 

Caroline Nokes: 

The Home Office is producing a new, simplified digital system for applications for 

settled status. Their status will be recorded electronically, and the Home Office will 

have a permanent record of EU citizens and their family members who are living here 

with settled status. 

Until the end of the implementation period, EU citizens can continue to prove their 

right to work using their EU passport or national identity card. Third Country National 

family members of EU citizens will have biometric documentation in addition to an 

online digital status to enable them to evidence easily their status in the UK. 

After that they will be able to do so via a straightforward online process which will 

enable them to demonstrate their rights to employers in a secure and streamlined 

way using real time information provided from Home Office records. 
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Paul Blomfield:         [196233] 

To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, with which (a) other public and 

(b) private sector organisations in (i) the UK and (ii) overseas his Department plans to be 

able to share the biometric data provided by applicants to the EU Settlement Scheme. 

Paul Blomfield:         [196234] 

To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what steps his Department plans 

to take to ensure that biometric data provided by applicants to the EU Settlement Scheme 

will be securely protected. 

Caroline Nokes: 

Biometrics enrolled as part of an application to the EU Settlement Scheme will be 

stored and used in accordance with the rules set by Parliament as set out within the 

Immigration (Physical Data) Regulations 2006, as amended. This includes sharing 

biometrics with other law enforcement organisations to prevent, detect and prosecute 

crime and in the interest of national security. Further information on this is set out in 

the Borders, Immigration and Citizenship privacy information notice: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/personal-information-use-in-borders-

immigration-and-citizenship/borders-immigration-and-citizenship-privacy-information-

notice. 

Biometrics enrolled under the EU Settlement Scheme are securely stored on the 

Immigration and Asylum Biometric System along with other biometrics taken for 

immigration and nationality purposes. 

Those granted status under the EU Settlement Scheme can access information about 

their immigration status and entitlements via a secure online service. This includes 

their name, status information and their facial image. Individuals can then choose to 

grant access to this information to employers and other service providers. By giving 

individuals direct access to their own data and the ability to share this with service 

providers we are giving them greater transparency, clarity and control. With online 

services, we can also ensure that service providers see only the information that is 

relevant and proportionate to their need, in a way that is not possible via a single 

document as evidence of status. 

 International Corruption Unit: Finance 

Catherine McKinnell:         [196265] 

To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what the 2018-19 budget is for 

the National Crime Agency's international corruption unit. 

Mr Ben Wallace: 

The annual budget for the National Crime Agency's International Corruption Unit for 

2018-19 is £4.32 million. 

In addition to Department for International Development funding, the NCA 

significantly enhances the International Corruption Unit's capability by the use of NCA 
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funded resources across all areas of business both in the UK and overseas. It is not 

possible to quantify this additional funding from across the NCA. 

 Overseas Visitors: Visas 

Kevin Brennan:         [196128] 

To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, how many judicial review 

applications have been lodged against Home Office visitor visa application refusals in 

each year since 2010. 

Caroline Nokes: 

The information requested is not held centrally and could only be provided at 

disproportionate cost. 

Kevin Brennan:         [196129] 

To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, how many judicial review 

applications against visitor visa refusals has the Home Office asked the applicant to 

withdraw in order to reconsider the application in each year since 2010. 

Caroline Nokes: 

The information requested is not held centrally and could only be provided at 

disproportionate cost. 

Kevin Brennan:         [196130] 

To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, how many judicial review 

applications against visitor visa refusals in which the Home Office asked the applicant to 

withdraw in order to reconsider the application resulted in the original decision being 

overturned in each year since 2010. 

Caroline Nokes: 

The information requested is not held centrally and could only be provided at 

disproportionate cost. 

 Police 

Mr Barry Sheerman:         [195032] 

To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, whether he plans to bring 

forward proposals to give local communities greater involvement in allocating police 

resources and setting local priorities. 

Mr Nick Hurd: 

The Government believes in local policing, accountable to local communities. That is 

why we put local people in charge by introducing directly elected and accountable 

Police and Crime Commissioners (PCCs). 

PCCs are responsible for determining their force’s budget and policing precept, as 

well as obtaining the views of local people on police and crime objectives for their 

area through a police and crime plan. 
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Decisions on the composition and deployment of officers and staff are an operational 

decision for Chief Constables. 

 Police and Crime Commissioners 

Damien Moore:         [907975] 

What recent discussions he has had with Police and Crime Commissioners on the 

equitable distribution of resources across all communities. 

Mr Nick Hurd: 

The Government believes that Chief Constables, held to account by democratically 

elected Police and Crime Commissioners, are best placed to decide how to deploy 

their resources, taking into account local conditions and priorities. 

 Police National Computer 

Shabana Mahmood:         [196141] 

To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, with reference to the letter from 

the Minister of State for Policing and the Fire Service to the hon. Member for Birmingham, 

Ladywood, MIN/0014431/18, for what reason his Department is unable to obtain statistics 

from the Police National Computer on the number of person records relating to non-

charge or conviction action by (a) force and (b) race. 

Mr Nick Hurd: 

The Police National Computer is over 40 years old and was not designed to create 

management information of the type sought in this question. It is being replaced by 

the Law Enforcement Data Service (LEDS) which is being designed to provide 

significantly enhanced management information. 

 Police: Finance 

Vernon Coaker:        [R]  [196681] 

To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, when he plans to publish his 

decision on the renewal of the police transformation fund; and if he will make a statement. 

Mr Nick Hurd: 

Allocation for the 19/20 Police Transformation Fund will form part of the Ministerial 

decisions in the round on the Police Funding Settlement for 2019/20. 

Announcement of the Provisional Police Funding Settlement for 2019/20 will be made 

to Parliament in December 2018, with the Final Police Grant Report subject to 

parliamentary approval in early 2019. 
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 Police: Injuries 

Jo Stevens:         [196213] 

To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, how many police officers were 

injured while on duty in (a) 2015, (b) 2016, (c) 2017 and (d) 2018. 

Mr Nick Hurd: 

The Home Office does not hold centrally information on the total number of officers 

injured while on duty. However, statistics are routinely published on the number of 

recorded offences involving assault with injury on a constable. 

These data are released as an annex to the annual ‘Police workforce, England and 

Wales’ statistical release, which can be accessed here: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/police-workforce-england-and-wales 

 Refugees: Children 

Vernon Coaker:         [196682] 

To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, how many unaccompanied child 

refugees have been allowed into the UK under the vulnerable children resettlement 

scheme. 

Caroline Nokes: 

The Vulnerable Children’s Resettlement Scheme (VCRS) does not solely target 

unaccompanied children, but on UNHCR’s advice also extends to vulnerable ‘children 

at risk’, such as those threatened with child labour, child marriage and other forms of 

abuse or exploitation. It is open to all at risk groups and nationalities within the region. 

There is therefore no specific quota on the number of unaccompanied children who 

may be referred to, or resettled through, the scheme. 

The latest quarterly Immigration Statistics show that, as of September 2018, a total of 

1,075 people had been resettled through the VCRS. The statistics are available at: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/immigration-statistics-quarterly-release. 

The Home Office is committed to publishing data in an orderly way as part of the 

regular quarterly Immigration Statistics, in line with the Code of Practice for Official 

Statistics 

Vernon Coaker:         [196683] 

To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, how many unaccompanied 

refugee children have been relocated to the UK under section 67 of the Immigration Act 

2016; and if he will make a statement. 

Caroline Nokes: 

We remain fully committed to delivering on our commitment to relocate the specified 

number of 480 children under Section 67 of the Immigration Act 2016. 

Over 220 children are already in the UK. We will not provide a running commentary 

on numbers and will publish the details once all children are in the UK. 
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We are working very closely with participating States and partners to deliver the 

scheme in line with their national laws. Relocation of children to the UK is also 

dependent on the availability of appropriate local authority care placements. 

 UK Financial Intelligence Unit: Finance 

Catherine McKinnell:         [196264] 

To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what the total annual budget for 

the UK Financial Intelligence Unit is for the financial year 2018-19. 

Mr Ben Wallace: 

The NCA does not currently have a budget figure available for 2018/19. 

The budgetary figures for previous years (released under a prior PQ) are as follows: 

2015/16 £3.36m 

2016/17 £3.37m 

2017/18 £3.49m 

 UK Financial Intelligence Unit: Staff 

Catherine McKinnell:         [196263] 

To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, how many people employed by 

his Department work in the UK Financial Intelligence Unit. 

Mr Ben Wallace: 

The UK Financial Intelligence Unit (UKFIU) is a department within the National Crime 

Agency (NCA). At the start of 2017/18, the UKFIU had the equivalent of 81 full-time 

staff. Since then, the NCA has increased its staff numbers to 109, with further 

appropriate increases to take place in the following years. 

 Undocumented Migrants: English Channel 

Mr Gregory Campbell:         [196721] 

To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, how many people have illegally 

entered the UK in the past three months by means of crossing the English Channel. 

Caroline Nokes: 

Border Force does not routinely publish this level of data. All our transparency data 

can be found at: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/border-force-transparency-data-

november-2018 
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 Vetting 

Frank Field:         [195511] 

To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, how many people have an 

offence of persistently soliciting under section 1 of the Vagrancy Act 1898 on their 

Disclosure and Barring Service record. 

Victoria Atkins: 

The Disclosure and Barring Service have not disclosed any offences under s1 of the 

Vagrancy Act 1898 since 29 May 2013 to 30 September 2018. The current rules 

governing the disclosure of offences came into force on 29 May 2013. 

 HOUSING, COMMUNITIES AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

 Building Regulations: Fire Prevention 

John Healey:         [196106] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and Local Government, when he 

plans to publish his Department's response to the consultation on Clarification of 

Approved Document B and Next Steps for Part B of the Building Regulations. 

James Brokenshire: 

The consultation on the Clarification of Approved Document B and Next Steps for 

Part B of the Building Regulations closed on 11 October 2018. The Department is 

analysing the responses to the consultation. As set out in the consultation paper we 

plan to publish the clarified approved document early in 2019. 

Rushanara Ali:         [196282] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and Local Government, with 

reference to paragraph 15 of the Government Response to the Housing, Communities 

and Local Government Select Committee Report on the Independent Review of Building 

Regulations and Fire Safety: Next Steps, published in September 2018, which building 

owners he has written to to remind them of their responsibilities to undertake remediation 

action where potentially dangerous ACM cladding has been used. 

Kit Malthouse: 

We have written to owners of buildings with dangerous Aluminium Composite 

Material (ACM) which have no clear remediation plan in place and to those who have 

suggested that they will pass remediation costs to leaseholders. We have reminded 

them of their responsibilities for the safety of residents and of the Secretary of State’s 

expectation that leaseholders should be protected from these costs. We have also 

highlighted that, where building owners do not take action, local authorities have 

extensive enforcement powers to ensure that this necessary remediation work is 

undertaken. In addition, we have recently written to private sector building owners 

with high-rise buildings that contain small or partial amounts of cladding to inform 

them that the Expert Panel have advised that the clearest way to ensure the safety of 
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residents is to remove all ACM, including small or partial areas, and replace it with a 

safe material. 

 High Rise Flats: Insulation 

John Healey:         [191289] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and Local Government, pursuant 

to the Answer of 8 November 2018 to Question 186182 on High Rise Flats: Insulation, 

how many times the ministerially-chaired taskforce has met. 

James Brokenshire: 

The Private Sector Building Remediation Ministerial Taskforce has met three times. 

John Healey:         [196090] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and Local Government, much 

money the Government has spent funding the (a) removal and (b) replacement of unsafe 

cladding on high-rise tower blocks owned by (i) councils and (ii) housing associations. 

James Brokenshire: 

The Government will fully fund the removal and replacement of dangerous Aluminium 

Cladding Material (ACM) cladding on residential social housing buildings over 18 

metres owned by councils and housing associations, with costs estimated at £400 

million. MHCLG is in the process of allocating £248 million to replace cladding on 135 

buildings. This comprises £132 million for buildings owned by councils and £116 

million for buildings owned by housing associations. It is not possible to break down 

this funding by removal and replacement works. 

 Homelessness 

John Healey:         [196103] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and Local Government, what 

assessment he has made of the effect of the Homelessness Reduction Act 2017 on the 

finances of local authorities. 

James Brokenshire: 

To help local authorities implement the new duties under the Homelessness 

Reduction Act 2017, the Government provided £72.7 million in new burdens funding. 

On 16 October 2017 we published the methodology for calculating the new burdens 

funding including assumptions about the expected impact of the Act. We are 

committed to reviewing the implementation of the Act and the level of new burdens 

funding and will report back by March 2020. 

 Housing Revenue Accounts 

John Healey:         [194601] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and Local Government, pursuant 

to the Answer of 20 November 2018 to Question 191287, Housing Revenue Accounts, 

whether other relevant directions are in force. 
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James Brokenshire: 

Since 2012/13 the Secretary of State has issued 23 Directions under section 74(3)(d) 

of the Local Government and Housing Act 1989 to individual local authorities which 

allows properties provided under Part II of the 1985 Housing Act to be accounted for 

outside the Housing Revenue Account and all these directions remain in force. 

 Housing: Construction 

John Healey:         [196102] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and Local Government, what 

contingency plans his Department has made to support the housebuilding industry in the 

event that the UK leaves the EU without a deal. 

James Brokenshire: 

 My Department is working with other Government Departments on the implications 

that leaving the EU may have for delivering our housing objectives, including in 

relation to skills, labour, materials and methods of construction. We will continue to 

work closely with the housebuilding sector in the coming weeks and months to 

support our housing ambitions and to ensure that we are ready for every eventuality. 

 Leasehold 

Jo Stevens:         [196862] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and Local Government, what 

recent estimate his Department has made of the proportion of households living in a 

leasehold property. 

Mrs Heather Wheeler: 

The Department does not produce an estimate of the proportion of households living 

in a leasehold property. The Department produces estimates of the number and 

proportion of leasehold dwellings, but not households, in England broken down by 

tenure. The latest release can be found here: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/estimating-the-number-of-leasehold-

dwellings-in-england-2016-to-2017. 

 Leasehold: Reform 

Neil Coyle:         [196224] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and Local Government, if he will 

include the Association of Residential Managing Agents in his departmental working 

group on the future of leasehold reform. 

Kit Malthouse: 

There are no plans to make the Association of Residential Managing Agents (ARMA) 

a member of the Regulation of Property Agents Working Group. The composition of 

the working group's membership needs to reflect a balance of interests between 

property agents and housing consumers. Already included within the working group 

are two professional bodies with knowledge and experience of property management: 
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the Royal Institute of Chartered Surveyors and the Institute of Residential Property 

Management. Both these organisations have members who are also members of 

ARMA, or work on behalf of them. The working group will wish to invite others to 

personally provide evidence and give their views. When the working group discusses 

managing agents, ARMA will be at the forefront of the list of organisations for this 

purpose. 

 Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government: Integrity Initiative 

Chris Williamson:         [196179] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and Local Government, whether 

his Department has (a) funded, (b) awarded contracts to and (c) procured the services of 

the Integrity Initiative in each financial year since 2015-16. 

Jake Berry: 

The Ministry of Housing Communities and Local Government has provided no 

funding, contracts or procured services from the Integrity Initiative. 

 Private Rented Housing: Evictions 

Caroline Lucas:         [196735] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and Local Government, if he will 

make it his policy to end the practice of no-fault eviction under section 21 of the Housing 

Act 1998; and if he will make a statement. 

Mrs Heather Wheeler: 

The vast majority of tenancies end without problem and it is only in a minority of 

cases that landlords seek repossession of their property through the courts. The 

English Housing Survey 2016-17 found that just 10 per cent of tenants moved 

because they were asked to leave or were given notice by their landlord and not all 

these cases involved in court proceedings. 

Only a small percentage of moves in the private rented sector end in the courts. In 

England and Wales, there were 20,590 private landlord possession cases in 2016-

2017, compared to the total of 1.1 million moves into and within the Private Rented 

Sector. 

Landlords need to know they have the flexibility to get their property back quickly 

when their circumstances change. Without those assurances, landlords would be less 

willing to enter and stay in the market, which does not help tenants. 

The government is committed to protecting the rights of tenants and giving them 

more security. We recently consulted on ways to overcome the barriers to landlords 

offering longer, more secure tenancies in the private rented sector. This included 

seeking views on the grounds under which a landlord should be able to recover their 

property. 

Some landlords have expressed concerns about their ability to repossess their 

property through the courts. To better understand this we launched a call for 
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evidence, on 13 November, to better understand the experience of courts and 

tribunal service users, including members of the judiciary, landlords and tenants, in 

property cases. This call for evidence will close on 22 January. 

We want to consider carefully the responses to both the consultation on overcoming 

the barriers to longer tenancies, and the call for evidence on user experience of the 

courts, before making any policy decisions. We will provide more information on next 

steps in due course. 

 UK Shared Prosperity Fund 

Steve Double:         [196797] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and Local Government, what 

progress has been made in developing the UK Shared Prosperity Fund(UKSPF); and 

when he plans to publish the public consultation on the UKSPF. 

Jake Berry: 

We are continuing to work on the design and priorities of the UK Shared Prosperity 

Fund, the composition of which will be decided at next year’s Spending Review. 

Decisions will be informed by a consultation and will be published in due course, 

which will give all interested parties an opportunity to convey their views directly to 

Government. 

 INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

 Armed Conflict: Sexual Offences 

Dr Matthew Offord:         [196175] 

To ask the Secretary of State for International Development, what progress she has 

made on the implementation of the UK national action plan on women, peace and 

security 2018 to 2022, published in January 2018. 

Alistair Burt: 

The first annual report to Parliament on the UK National Action Plan on Women, 

Peace and Security 2018 – 2022 is expected to be published in December. 

 Charities: Finance 

Dr David Drew:         [196082] 

To ask the Secretary of State for International Development, whether she has plans to 

make an assessment of the effectiveness of the eligibility criteria in applications for 

funding to ensure that (a) small charities and (b) other small organisations are not 

disadvantaged; and if she will make a statement. 

Alistair Burt: 

The Small Charities Challenge Fund was launched in 2017 to make DFID funding 

more accessible to small charities. We are constantly monitoring the effectiveness of 
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the fund’s eligibility criteria and are pleased with progress to date. In the most recent 

round 88% of shortlisted applicants had not previously received DFID funding. 

DFID’s 2017 Supplier Review also introduced measures to make it easier for small 

businesses to secure funding from the department and we are continuously reviewing 

these to ensure they are advantageous for organisations bidding for contracts. 

 Department for International Development: Integrity Initiative 

Chris Williamson:         [196818] 

To ask the Secretary of State for International Development, whether her Department has 

(a) funded, (b) awarded contracts to and (c) procured the services of the Integrity 

Initiative in each financial year since 2015-16. 

Alistair Burt: 

DFID does not have any record of direct payments or direct centrally let contracts 

with Integrity Initiative in each financial year since 2015-2016. 

Details of DFID contracts above the OJEU threshold are published on Contracts 

Finder. Contracts published prior to 26 February 2015 can be viewed at: 

https://data.gov.uk/data/contracts-finder-archive. 

Those published after 26 February 2015 can be viewed at: 

https://www.contractsfinder.service.gov.uk/Search 

 Developing Countries: Disasters 

Stephen Timms:         [196662] 

To ask the Secretary of State for International Development, what funding her 

Department has allocated to programmes to improve the disaster resilience of local 

communities; and if she will make a statement. 

Alistair Burt: 

DFID is committed to taking early action to help the most vulnerable prepare for 

shocks and access support when disaster strikes. Investing in building the resilience 

of countries, communities, and people can save lives, protect livelihoods, safeguard 

development gains, and help UK aid money go further. 

DFID’s flagship £140 million “Building Resilience and Adaptation to Climate Extremes 

and Disasters” programme is directly supporting 5 million people across the Sahel, 

East Africa and South Asia. 

DFID has also mainstreamed resilience across its work. This means that supporting 

countries and communities to better prepare for disasters is at the core of all our 

development and humanitarian programmes. DFID’s new £15 million “Maintaining 

Essential Services After Natural Disasters” programme is an example of how we are 

building the evidence base so that our programmes can assist Governments and 

communities to better manage shocks and to cope with crises. 
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 Developing Countries: Life Expectancy 

Jim Shannon:         [195598] 

To ask the Secretary of State for International Development, what steps her Department 

is taking to increase the life expectancy of people in deprived regions throughout the 

world. 

Alistair Burt: 

Ensuring access for all to quality essential health and nutrition services is critical to 

increasing life expectancy and leaving no one behind. DFID assists countries to 

strengthen their health systems to ensure access to quality health services, 

medicines, and other essential commodities; save lives and improve women’s and 

children’s health, including sexual and reproductive health and rights; protect 

communities from health threats such as disease outbreaks and antimicrobial 

resistance; prevent and treat malnutrition; and tackle diseases such as HIV, 

tuberculosis and malaria that cause death and disability. As the second largest donor 

to the Global Fund, our funding contributed to the distribution of 197 million mosquito 

nets and the treatment of 108 million cases of malaria in 2017. Our investment to 

Gavi between 2016 and 2020 will vaccinate 76m children and save 1.4m lives. 

 Feed the Hungry 

Dr David Drew:         [196081] 

To ask the Secretary of State for International Development, how much funding she has 

allocated to Feed the Hungry and where in each of the last three years for which figures 

are available. 

Harriett Baldwin: 

The Department for International Development (DFID) has no records that Feed The 

Hungry UK have received direct central funding by DFID. 

 Overseas Aid 

Ian Paisley:         [195683] 

To ask the Secretary of State for International Development, what comparative 

assessment she has made of the trends in the level of aid to Tunisia and other similar 

countries. 

Alistair Burt: 

In 2018/19 the UK is providing £10m to support Tunisia through the North Africa 

Good Governance Fund (NAGGF). This money supports projects across priority 

sectors including the economy, education, governance and security. 

For comparative purposes, at the start of the financial year, the UK allocated the 

following amounts from the NAGGF to support economic and political reform in the 

other countries of North Africa: 
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• Algeria: £6.5 million 

• Egypt: £9.5 million 

• Libya: £12 million 

• Morocco: £4 million 

Through the NAGGF, the UK also allocated £8 million for the provision of technical 

assistance to North African governments as well as for projects with a focus on 

regional co-operation. 

This represents a substantial increase in the UK’s development investment in the 

region relative to previous years. The region also benefits from several DFID 

centrally-managed programmes as well as the UK’s significant contributions to 

multilateral organisations and international financial institutions. 

 INTERNATIONAL TRADE 

 Department for International Trade: Integrity Initiative 

Chris Williamson:         [196817] 

To ask the Secretary of State for International Trade, whether his Department has (a) 

funded, (b) awarded contracts to and (c) procured the services of the Integrity Initiative in 

each financial year since 2015-16. 

George Hollingbery: 

The Department for International Trade has provided no funding, contracts or 

procured services from the Integrity Initiative. 

 Trade Agreements 

Priti Patel:         [196883] 

To ask the Secretary of State for International Trade, what assessment he has made of 

the effect of the provisions in the Political Declaration setting out the framework for the 

future relationship between the European Union and the United Kingdom and the Draft 

Agreement on the withdrawal of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland 

from the European Union and the European Atomic Energy Community on the ability of 

the UK to (a) agree and (b) implement international trade deals with countries outside of 

the EU. 

George Hollingbery: 

The Government has been very clear that the UK will have an independent trade 

policy under this agreement, that we will be able to set our own tariffs and negotiate, 

sign and ratify new free trade agreements after we leave the EU on 29 March. 

The political declaration includes a commitment to an unprecedented free trade deal 

with the EU which recognises the development of an independent UK trade policy 

beyond the economic partnership with the EU. We have agreed in principle the terms 

of the UK’s exit from the EU, as set out in the Withdrawal Agreement. Under the 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2018-11-28/196817
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2018-11-28/196883


terms of the Withdrawal Agreement, the UK will be free to negotiate, sign and ratify 

new trade agreements during the time - limited implementation period, and to bring 

them into force from January 2021. 

 Trade Agreements: USA 

Mr Jim Cunningham:         [196088] 

To ask the Secretary of State for International Trade, what recent discussions he has had 

with his US counterpart on the viability of a UK-US trade agreement after the UK leaves 

the EU. 

George Hollingbery: 

My Rt Hon. Friend the Secretary of State for International Trade has spoken on 

numerous occasions to the United States Trade Representative, and there have been 

five meetings of the UK-US Trade and Investment Working Group to date. We have 

been very clear that the UK will have an independent trade policy, when we leave the 

EU and that we will be able to negotiate, sign and ratify new Free Trade Agreements 

with countries around the world, including with the US, after we leave the EU on 29 

March. 

David Simpson:         [196166] 

To ask the Secretary of State for International Trade, what recent discussions he has had 

with his US counterpart on UK trade with the US after the UK leaves the EU. 

George Hollingbery: 

My Rt Hon. Friend the Secretary of State for International Trade has spoken on 

numerous occasions to the United States Trade Representative, and there have been 

five meetings of the UK-US Trade and Investment Working Group to date, involving 

discussions between representatives of the governments of the United Kingdom and 

the United States on a range of matters. We cannot negotiate any trade agreements 

whilst we are still members of the EU. 

 JUSTICE 

 Begging and Vagrancy: Prosecutions 

Frank Field:         [195512] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Justice, how many people were prosecuted under 

section 1 of the Vagrancy Act 1898 between 1970 and 2018. 

Rory Stewart: 

It is not possible to identify from centrally held data the number of defendants 

prosecuted under section 1 of the Vagrancy Act 1898, as there is no data available 

under this specific Act. The Act was repealed by the Sexual Offences Act 2003. 
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 Civil Proceedings: Warrington 

Helen Jones:         [196762] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Justice, what assessment he has made of the effect on 

(a) access to justice and (b) waiting times for hearings of the removal of civil matters from 

Warrington courts. 

Lucy Frazer: 

HM Courts & Tribunals Service keeps the performance of courts and tribunals under 

constant review. 

We are committed to making sure that our court and tribunal services can be 

accessed by those that need to do so. Our assessment is that effective access to 

justice has been maintained following the relocation of civil hearings from Warrington 

to St Helens. 

The removal of civil matters from Warrington has not had an impact on waiting times 

for hearings for people in the local area. 

 Dangerous Dogs Act 1991: Convictions 

Mr Gregory Campbell:         [196140] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Justice, how many people served a sentence of 

imprisonment for convictions under the Dangerous Dogs Act 1991 in each of the last 

three years. 

Rory Stewart: 

The number of offenders sentenced to immediate custody for offences under the 

Dangerous Dogs Act 1991, in England and Wales from 2015 to 2017 (the latest 

currently available data), can be obtained from the ‘Experimental Statistics: Principal 

Offence proceedings and outcomes by Home Office offence code data tool’ in the 

annual criminal justice statistics publication, linked below. Select the below offence 

codes from the ‘offence code’ drop down box: 

821 Owner or person in charge allowing dog to be dangerously out of control in a 

public place injuring any person 

822 Owner or person in charge allowing dog to enter a non-public place and injure 

any person 

11112 Breeding or breeding from a fighting dog 

11113 Selling, exchanging, offering, advertising or exposing for sale a fighting dog 

11114 Giving or offering to give a fighting dog or dangerous dog 

11115 Allowing a fighting dog to be in a public place without a muzzle or a lead 

11116 Abandoning, or allowing to stray, a fighting dog 

11117 Possess or have custody of a fighting dog 
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11118 Owner or person in charge allowing dog to be dangerously out of control in a 

public place, without injury being caused 

11119 Owner or person in charge allowing dog to enter a non- public place causing 

reasonable apprehension of injury to a person 

11125 Owner / person in charge of a dog dangerously out of control - no injury 

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/criminal-justice-system-statistics-quarterly-

december-2017 

 Dangerous Driving: Sentencing 

Judith Cummins:         [196794] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Justice, with reference to his Department's press 

release entitled Life sentences for killer drivers, published on 15 October 2017, what the 

timescale is for bringing forward legislation on introducing life sentences for causing 

death by dangerous or careless driving. 

Rory Stewart: 

I refer the honourable member to Edward Argar’s response of 23 November to 

Question 193551. 

 Mental Health: Tribunals 

Luciana Berger:         [195582] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Justice, what plans he has to reform mental health 

tribunals; and what steps he is taking implement those plans. 

Lucy Frazer: 

We are waiting to see the report of Sir Simon Wessely’s Independent Review of the 

Mental Health Act before we consider any reforms to the Mental Health Tribunal. We 

expect the report to be published shortly. 

 Ministry of Justice: Integrity Initiative 

Chris Williamson:         [196815] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Justice, whether his Department has (a) funded, (b) 

awarded contracts to and (c) procured the services of the Integrity Initiative in each 

financial year since 2015-16. 

Rory Stewart: 

The Ministry of Justice has provided no funding, contracts or procured services from 

the Integrity Initiative. 

 Prisoners: Employment 

Philip Davies:         [196156] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Justice, what recent estimate he has made of the 

proportion of offenders who are in paid work at the time of being sent to prison. 
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Rory Stewart: 

We collect data on the pre-imprisonment status employment status of individuals 

within 72 hours of them entering custody using the Basic Custody Screening Tool 

(BCS). For the period 1 April 2017 to 31 March 2018, these figures are set out in the 

table below: 

BCS Q B4.12: WERE YOU 

WORKING BEFORE YOU CAME TO 

CUSTODY? COUNT OF ASSESSMENTS PERCENTAGE 

Employed 22177 21.77% 

Unemployed 61586 60.44% 

Unavailable for work 10797 10.60% 

Retired 1168 1.15% 

Self-employed 6161 6.05% 

Count: 101889 100.00% 

 

It should be noted that these figures are compiled from information the prisoners 

have provided the assessor to enter into the BCS, and include not only prisoners 

sentenced in respect of a criminal offence, but also those received into custody on 

remand. Given the information is provided by the prisoners themselves and is not 

assessed, there will always be a margin of error in the figures. A proportion of 

prisoners will enter custody multiple times each year and may provide different 

answers to these questions over time. 

Reoffending is costing society approximately £15 billion a year. Effective 

rehabilitation needs prisoners to be willing to commit to change, take advice, learn 

new skills and take opportunities to work. For those individuals willing to engage, the 

prison system must deliver. That is why we launched the Education and Employment 

strategy to create a system where each prisoner is set on a path to employment from 

the outset. We are empowering governors to commission education provision that 

leads to work, we are engaging with employers to take on ex-prisoners via the New 

Futures Network (NFN) and have consulted on proposals to increase the 

opportunities available to prisoners to gain experience in real workplaces through 

ROTL. 

 Prisons: Contracts 

Richard Burgon:         [196267] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Justice, with reference to the oral evidence of the 

Executive Director, Prison Estate Transformation Programme, HM Prison and Probation 

Service of 13 November 2018 to the Justice Select Committee inquiry on Prison 

Population 2022: planning for the future, Question 495, HC 483, whether it is his 
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Department's policy that running in-house bids for the operation of new-build prisons is 

divisive. 

Richard Burgon:         [196268] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Justice, with reference to the oral evidence of Simon 

Boddis, Executive Director, Prison Estate Transformation Programme, HM Prison and 

Probation Service to the Justice Committee on Prison Population 2022, planning for the 

future on 13 November 2018, Question 495, HC 340, what assessment his Department 

has made of the accuracy of the statement that running in-house bids for the operation of 

new-build prisons is a waste of money. 

Richard Burgon:         [196269] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Justice, with reference to the oral evidence of Simon 

Boddis, Executive Director, Prison Estate Transformation Programme, HM Prison and 

Probation Service to the Justice Committee on Prison Population 2022, planning for the 

future on 13 November 2018, Question 495, HC 340, what estimate he has made of the 

cost of running in-house bids for the operation of new-build prisons. 

Rory Stewart: 

The Ministry of Justice has recently launched a competition to establish a framework 

of prison operators, from which the operators of the new prisons at Wellingborough 

and Glen Parva will be selected. Her Majesty’s Prison and Probation Service will not 

be bidding in the competition. There will instead be a ‘public sector benchmark’, 

against which potential operators’ bids can be assessed. Where bids do not meet 

sufficient quality or value for money thresholds the public sector will act as the 

provider. 

We have taken this approach as, rightly, our current focus is on getting the basics 

right by addressing the significant challenges we face in improving safety and 

decency in our prisons. We have learned from past experience that establishing an 

internal bid team was an unnecessarily complex way to manage a competition. 

This approach will enable us to undertake rigorous financial and operational 

assessment of bids put forward by any existing or potential operator to ensure they 

are of sufficient quality, value and affordability compared to a public sector 

comparator. 

The Government is committed to a diverse market of prison operators and 

competition for custodial services remains an important way of achieving that and 

driving quality of operations and innovation across the system. 

 Prisons: South Yorkshire 

Dan Jarvis:        [R]  [196299] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Justice, with reference to the 23 November 2018 

Government news release on new search teams to disrupt and deter violence in prisons, 

whether those teams will be placed in prisons in South Yorkshire. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2018-11-27/196268
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2018-11-27/196269
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2018-11-27/196299


Rory Stewart: 

A dedicated search team (DST) will be in place to cover Yorkshire and Humberside. 

These measures, together with our unrelenting focus on rehabilitation, will help to 

ensure prisons are places where offenders can turn their backs on crime, and 

ultimately prevent future victims. 

 Probate Service: Nottingham 

Vernon Coaker:         [196684] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Justice, what assessment he has made of the effect of 

the closure of the Probate Service in Nottingham on access to probate services for the 

bereaved; and if he will make a statement. 

Lucy Frazer: 

The probate sub registry at Nottingham has not closed and continues to offer a 

probate service. Access to Probate in Nottingham is directed via other locations and 

appointments are available for members of the public if required. Probate is currently 

undergoing significant reform, with services being placed online to make them more 

accessible for customers. Where customers need extra support to access these 

services that will be provided in a variety of ways, including face to face support 

where necessary. Probate Customers can now make personal applications via a 

statement of truth which removes the need for them to attend a probate office. 

 Prosecutions 

Jo Stevens:         [196215] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Justice, how many (a) successful and (b) unsuccessful 

prosecutions were made under section 121 of the Anti-social Behaviour, Crime and 

Policing Act 2014 in each year since its commencement. 

Lucy Frazer: 

Figures on the number of defendants prosecuted at magistrates’ courts and the 

outcomes of those prosecutions at all courts under section 121 of the Anti-social 

Behaviour, Crime and Policing Act 2014 can be found in the ‘Outcomes by Offence 

data tool’ 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachm

ent_data/file/733981/outcomes-by-offence-tool-2017-update.xlsx 

Search ‘Offence’ for ‘36.1 Forced marriage’ from the offence drop down list. 

It is important to remember that these figures are on a principle offence basis. When 

a defendant has been prosecuted for two or more offences, the principal offence is 

the offence for which the heaviest penalty would be imposed. 
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 Reoffenders: Sentencing 

Jim Shannon:         [194631] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Justice, what assessment he has made of the 

effectiveness of sentences involving parole in addressing reoffending. 

Lucy Frazer: 

 [Holding answer 30 November 2018]: In most cases a standard determinate 

sentence will be imposed by the court and such offenders will serve the first half of 

their sentence in prison and the second half in the community on licence. Under the 

Offender Rehabilitation Act 2014 we extended supervision on licence to 

approximately 40,000 offenders each year who are released from short custodial 

sentences who did not previously receive statutory support from probation after 

release. Providing supervision and support to this group of offenders – which includes 

some of the most prolific individuals, who are often leading chaotic lives – is the right 

thing to do if we are to reduce reoffending. 

In cases where an offender has been convicted of a sexual or violence offence, the 

court may impose an indeterminate sentence or, where an offender is considered 

“dangerous”, an extended determinate sentence. Indeterminate sentenced prisoners 

are released on licence at the discretion of the Parole Board, whilst some extended 

sentenced prisoners may also be released at the Board’s discretion. The Parole 

Board may only direct the release of an offender if satisfied they do not pose a risk to 

the safety of the public. 

Offenders on licence must comply with a strict set of conditions. If any offender 

breaches their licence conditions, they are liable to be recalled immediately to prison. 

However, the aim is always to support offenders to complete their licence 

successfully. 

 Repossession Orders 

Caroline Lucas:         [196734] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Justice, what the (a) median and (b) mean times were 

for landlords to progress from a claim to possession of a property by a county court bailiff 

under the accelerated process for the most recent period for which figures are available 

(i) across England and (ii) by each court circuit. 

Lucy Frazer: 

The average time taken from issue to repossession (in weeks) in accelerated 

possession cases in the county court is provided in the table below. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2018-11-22/194631
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2018-11-28/196734


 LONDON MIDLANDS 

NORTH 

EAST 

NORTH 

WEST 

SOUTH 

EAST 

SOUTH 

WEST ENGLAND 

 Mean Med Mean Med Mean Med Mean Med Mean Med Mean Med Mean Med 

2013 22.9 17.9 19.0 15.4 17.2 13.0 19.6 14.3 16.2 13.0 15.0 11.9 20.7 16.1 

2014 24.5 18.0 19.6 16.7 16.3 12.9 20.0 14.0 16.5 13.1 16.6 12.1 21.8 16.3 

2015 27.2 17.9 17.8 14.7 17.8 13.0 17.8 14.0 17.4 13.1 15.2 11.9 23.2 16.0 

2016 29.6 19.3 18.0 15.3 15.5 12.6 18.8 13.9 16.0 13.1 16.3 12.1 24.0 16.4 

2017 30.8 20.1 19.9 16.4 16.5 13.1 19.1 14.0 17.5 14.1 15.4 12.1 24.4 17.0 

 

 Sexual Offences: Convictions 

Ann Coffey:         [196111] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Justice, what the conviction rates were for (a) sexual 

offences and (b) rape in the 12 months to June (i) 2018 and (ii) in each of the last 10 

years. 

Lucy Frazer: 

The conviction ratio for sex offences for year ending June 2008 to 2018 can be found 

in published table Q3.3 in the Overview Tables found here: 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachm

ent_data/file/756067/overview-tables-june-2018.ods 

The latest published number of defendants proceeded against at magistrates’ courts 

and found guilty at all courts for rape offences from 2007 to 2017 relate to the year 

ending December 2017 and can be found in the Outcomes by offence data tool in the 

annual Criminal Justice Statistics publication, found here: 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachm

ent_data/file/733981/outcomes-by-offence-tool-2017-update.xlsx 

Search for ‘rape’ in the ‘Offence’ drop down box and select the following offences: 

• 19C Rape of a female aged 16 or over 

• 19D Rape of a female aged under 16 

• 19E Rape of a female child under 13 by a male 

• 19F Rape of a male aged under 16 

• 19G Rape of a male aged 16 or over 

• 19H Rape of a male child under 13 by a male 
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To calculate the conviction ratio, divide the number of convictions by the number of 

prosecutions for each year. Final court proceedings data for 2018 are planned for 

publication in May 2019 

 Social Security Benefits: Stockport 

Ann Coffey:         [196136] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Justice, how many appeals were heard at tribunal for (a) 

personal independence payments and (b) employment and support allowance in the 

Stockport constituency in each of the last three years. 

Ann Coffey:         [196137] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Justice, what estimate he has made of the average 

waiting times for appeals at tribunal for (a) personal independence payments and (b) 

employment and support allowance in the Stockport constituency in each of the last three 

years. . 

Lucy Frazer: 

Information about the volumes and waiting times for appeals, including (a) Personal 

Independence Payment (PIP) and (b) Employment and Support Allowance (ESA), to 

the First-tier Tribunal (Social Security and Child Support) (SSCS) is published at: 

www.gov.uk/government/collections/tribunals-statistics. 

HM Courts & Tribunals Service does not record data based on constituencies. SSCS 

appeals are listed into the hearing venue nearest to the appellant’s home address. 

The published data (which can be viewed at the link above) provide information about 

the volumes and waiting times for PIP and ESA appeals for individual hearing venues 

including the Stockport venue where appeals from constituents living in the Stockport 

area would be heard. 

Waiting times are calculated from receipt of the appeal to its final disposal. An appeal 

is not necessarily disposed of at its first hearing. The final disposal decision on the 

appeal may be reached after an earlier hearing had been adjourned (which may be 

directed by the judge for a variety of reasons, such as to seek further evidence), or 

after an earlier hearing date had been postponed (again, for a variety of reasons, 

often at the request of the appellant). An appeal may also have been decided at an 

earlier date by the First-tier Tribunal, only for the case to have gone on to the Upper 

Tribunal, to be returned once again to the First-tier for its final disposal. 

Latest figures (to June 2018) indicate that since PIP was introduced, 3.5 million 

decisions have been made, and of these 9% have been appealed and 4% have been 

overturned at Tribunals. For ESA, 3.5m ESA (post Work Capability Assessment) 

decisions have been made between April 2014 and March 2018 and of these 8% 

have been appealed and 4% have been overturned at tribunals. 
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 Styal Prison: Females 

David Hanson:         [195026] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Justice, how many women were sent to prison at HMP 

Styal from courts in North Wales for (a) less than and (b) more than six months between 

(i) January and December 2017 and (ii) each of the previous four years. 

Edward Argar: 

There is persuasive evidence that short custodial sentences do not work in terms of 

rehabilitation and that community sentences, in certain circumstances, are more 

effective in reducing reoffending, and therefore keeping the public safe. We will 

therefore be looking at what more we can do to emphasise that short custodial 

sentences should be viewed as a last resort. 

In June we published our female offender strategy which makes clear that we want 

fewer women serving short sentences in custody and more remaining in the 

community, making use of women’s centres to address needs such as substance 

misuse and mental health problems. 

Table 1 shows the number of women admitted into HMP Styal following sentencing at 

a North Wales court, by sentence length; 2013 to 2017 

Attachments: 

1. Table [Copy of PQ 195026_final.xlsx] 

 Wales Office: Procurement 

Chris Ruane:         [196134] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Justice, pursuant to the Answer of 27 November 2018 to 

Question 194070 on Wales Office: Procurement, what proportion of procurement 

contracts his Department awarded to SMEs in each of the last three years. 

Rory Stewart: 

The Ministry of Justice (MoJ) does not record the percentage of contracts awarded 

each financial year with Small and Medium Enterprise (SME) companies. However, 

the MoJ does have a commitment that a percentage of its spend each year will be 

with SME’s. The below table provides the spend with SME’s for 2015/2016 and 

2016/2017 against the MoJ’s target percentage. 

YEAR 

TOTAL 

PROCUREMENT 

SPEND (£M) 

DIRECT 

SPEND 

WITH 

SMES 

(£M) 

DIRECT 

SPEND 

WITH 

SMES AS 

% 

INDIRECT 

SPEND 

WITH 

SMES 

(£M) 

INDIRECT 

SPEND 

WITH 

SMES AS 

% 

TOTAL 

SME 

SPEND AS 

% 

CENTRAL 

GOVERNMENT 

TARGET 

PERCENTAGE 

15/16 £4,362 £1,386 29.9% £196 4.2% 34.2% 25% 

16/17 £4,305 £1,257 29.2% £317 7.4% 36.6% 33% 
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The figures for the MoJ spend with SME’s for 2017/2018 are currently going through 

the governance and approval process ahead of being published and therefore cannot 

be released yet. The MoJ target percentage for spend with SMEs will be set out in 

the MoJ Action Plan due to be published shortly. Since January 2011, details of 

central government contracts above the value of £10,000 are published on Contracts 

Finder. Contracts published prior to 26 February 2015 can be viewed at: 

https://data.gov.uk/data/contracts-finder-archive Those published after 26 February 

2015 can be viewed at: https://www.contractsfinder.service.gov.uk/Search” 

 LEADER OF THE HOUSE 

 Children and Young People 

Fiona Bruce:         [196820] 

To ask the Leader of the House, with reference to the Government's loneliness strategy, 

published in October 2018, what steps the Early Years Ministerial Group on Family 

Support is taking to (a) improve family support and (b) ensure local services work 

together in a more cost efficient and integrated way. 

Andrea Leadsom: 

The Early Years Family Support Ministerial Group is considering how the 

Government can improve the coordination and cost-effectiveness of early years 

(conception to age 2) family support and identify gaps in available provision. The 

group is currently gathering evidence and engaging with external experts and 

academics on what more can be done in both areas to which the Honorable Member 

refers to, and will be making recommendations on this to relevant Secretaries of 

State in due course. 

 NORTHERN IRELAND 

 Lough Foyle 

Mr Gregory Campbell:         [196108] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Northern Ireland, what progress she has made in 

discussions with the Irish Government on the implementation of improvements to the 

management of Lough Foyle. 

John Penrose: 

The Government continues to seek a resolution to the management of Lough Foyle 

and the illegal aquaculture there. 

Discussions between the UK Government and Irish Government are progressing, 

with a view to concluding a management agreement to address this activity. The 

management agreement will seek to clarify criminal and regulatory jurisdiction on 

Lough Foyle. 
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 PRIME MINISTER 

 Royal Visits Committee 

Sir Nicholas Soames:         [196650] 

To ask the Prime Minister, on how many occasions the Prime Minister has attended the 

Royal Visits Committee in each of the last three years. 

Mrs Theresa May: 

The Prime Minister is represented by one of her/his Private Secretaries. 

 SCOTLAND 

 Exports: Scotland 

Deidre Brock:         [195053] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Scotland, what overseas visits he and his predecessors 

have made to promote Scottish exports since 2010, and what the outcome was of those 

visits. 

David Mundell: 

Since 2010, there have been eleven international visits to promote Scottish exports 

by respective Secretary of States for Scotland. Each of these visits has promoted 

Scotland’s businesses and exporters to overseas stakeholders. For example this year 

I have visited a range of countries promoting Scottish and UK trade and investment. 

These visits have included ministerial-level meetings, as well as engagements with 

Scottish and UK companies in country and companies interested in investing in 

Scotland and the UK. 

 Scotland Office: Buildings 

Deidre Brock:         [195126] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Scotland, what the running costs are for each building 

used by his Department. 

David Mundell: 

The running costs for the buildings used by my Department in 2017-18 are as follows: 

MELVILLE CRESCENT IN EDINBURGH £299,307 

Dover House in Whitehall, London £873,561 

 

 Scotland Office: Data Protection 

Deidre Brock:         [195127] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Scotland, how many (a) official and (b) official sensitive 

documents have been recorded as lost or stolen by his Department since 8 May 2015. 
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David Mundell: 

Two official sensitive documents are recorded as having been lost by the Office for 

the Secretary of State for Scotland since 8 May 2015. All losses are assessed and 

responded to individually, and on a case-by-case basis, with all possible mitigating 

actions being taken and in full compliance of our legal and other responsibilities. 

 TRANSPORT 

 Air Traffic 

Mr Gregory Campbell:         [196720] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Transport, what recent discussions he has had with his 

EU counterparts on maintaining safe and efficient air traffic management beyond 29th 

March 2019, in the event that the UK leaves the EU without a deal. 

Chris Grayling: 

I have regular discussions on a wide range of issues relating to aviation, including on 

air traffic management with my EU counterparts. 

The Political Declaration sets out the terms of our future relationship with the EU and 

includes a commitment that the UK and the EU will establish a Comprehensive Air 

Transport Agreement that will cover air traffic management. 

There would be no disruption to the UK’s provision of air navigation services in the 

unlikely event that the UK leaves the EU without a deal. 

 Bus Services: Working Hours 

Andy McDonald:         [196304] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Transport, if he will make an assessment of the 

additional potential cost to industry of introducing domestic regulations on (a) maximum 

driving hours of nine hours a day and (b) rest periods for bus drivers of 45 minutes every 

4.5 hours. 

Jesse Norman: 

The Department for Transport conducted an extensive review of the effectiveness of 

the GB domestic drivers’ hours rules, which covers most bus drivers, in 2009/10. This 

included looking at whether these vehicles should fall under any of the provisions in 

the EU drivers’ hours rules, such as introducing the same maximum driving time and 

break requirements. 

Following this review, the Government decided not to make any changes, concluding 

that the existing rules are BOTH IMPORTANT AND APPROPRIATE in ensuring the 

safety of drivers and others on the road, AND that any further restrictions would risk 

imposing unreasonable burdens on industry. There are no current plans to conduct a 

further review or to make changes to the relevant legislation. 
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 Crewe-Derby Railway Line 

Andrew Griffiths:         [196887] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Transport, what estimate he has made of the cost to the 

public purse of providing additional signalling staff to enable the earlier running of Sunday 

services between Derby and Crewe. 

Andrew Jones: 

The cost of providing additional signalling staff to enable earlier services to operate 

on Sundays between Derby and Crewe in the next East Midlands franchise is 

estimated to cost approximately £53,000 per annum. This cost was supplied by 

Network Rail prior to the ITT for the franchise being issued. 

Delivering earlier services on this route on Sundays was a clear stakeholder 

aspiration raised during the public consultation for the franchise. Delivering this 

commitment will create wider economic benefits through enhanced rail services 

allowing greater access to jobs, leisure activities and shopping in the region. 

 Cycling: Road Traffic Offences 

Judith Cummins:         [196795] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Transport, when he plans to respond to the consultation 

on new cycling offences: causing death or serious injury when cycling, which closed on 5 

November 2018. 

Jesse Norman: 

The responses to the consultation are currently being analysed and the Government 

expects to publish its response in the first quarter of 2019. 

 Flybe 

Andy McDonald:         [195135] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Transport, if he will make an assessment of (a) the 

financial sustainability of Flybe; and (b) the implications for regional aviation connectivity 

of Fybe's financial sustainability. 

Jesse Norman: 

The Civil Aviation Authority monitors the financial position of all UK airlines, including 

Flybe, as part of its routine airline licensing activities. Given the commercial sensitivity 

of such information, it is not publicly available. Flybe recently published its latest 

results, and more information about its business activities can be found in its annual 

report. 

Flybe offers a wide range of air connections which support regional connectivity. The 

Government will be consulting on its policy on regional connectivity in the Aviation 

Strategy Green Paper later this year. 
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 High Speed 2 Railway Line 

Tulip Siddiq:         [196819] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Transport, whether he has made an assessment of the 

potential merits of using geotechnical baseline reports to assess the possible (a) 

settlement damage to and (b) strengthening required for buildings along the High Speed 

Two London tunnel route. 

Ms Nusrat Ghani: 

A geotechnical baseline report (GBR) is a contractual document that defines what the 

Contractor has to allow for in his price. The actual geotechnical parameters from HS2 

project ground investigations have been and are being used for the assessment of 

“all” buildings impacted by the works including potential ground movements 

associated with excavations and to assess, in the rare event, any necessary remedial 

measures. For further information for Phases 1 & 2a see HS2 Information Papers C3 

& C14 – Ground Settlement, respectively. 

Tulip Siddiq:         [196822] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Transport, what representations his Department has 

received on the risks to buildings along the High Speed Two London tunnel route in the 

last six months. 

Ms Nusrat Ghani: 

The Department has received a small number of representations regarding the 

assessment of the risks in relation to HS2 Ltd’s development of the design of the HS2 

tunnels on the Park Village East retaining wall, which is located on the approach to 

Euston Station. 

Tulip Siddiq:         [196823] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Transport, what his latest estimate is of the total cost of 

High Speed Two; and how much of that funding has been spent. 

Ms Nusrat Ghani: 

The total funding envelope of the High Speed 2 project was set at £55.7bn (2015 

prices) as part of the 2015 Spending Review settlement. 

The total spend to date is £5.5bn (nominal), inclusive of the financial years 2009-10 

to 2017-18. 

Tulip Siddiq:         [196825] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Transport, whether his Department has made an 

assessment of the risk of conflicts of interest in relation to settlement deed surveys 

provided by companies contracted to work on the High Speed Two London Tunnel Route. 

Ms Nusrat Ghani: 

The Nominated Undertaker (i.e. those acting on behalf of the Secretary of State) will 

engage with property owners as it is in their combined interest that Settlement 

Surveys are reflective and factual of the property prior to commencement of tunnel 

works. The survey will be undertaken by a jointly appointed Independent Chartered 
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Building Surveyor at the nominated undertaker’s cost. This approach was adopted on 

HS1, Crossrail and Thames Tideway and is a common and recognised practice. See 

Information Papers C3 & C14 Section 7. The Nominated Undertaker will perform 

relevant conflict of interest assessments at the appropriate time. 

Tulip Siddiq:         [196827] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Transport, whether he has had discussions with HS2 

Ltd on the use of target cost contracts instead of geotechnical baseline reports; and what 

assessment he has made of the potential effect on the level of compensation arising from 

damage to vulnerable buildings along the High Speed Two construction route of 

excluding the use of those reports. 

Ms Nusrat Ghani: 

The actual geotechnical parameters from HS2 project ground investigations have 

been and are being used for the assessment of buildings impacted by the works. 

Geotechnical baseline reports (GBR) are not precluded by target cost contracts 

however their use is not considered relevant for the assessment of the impact of 

potential ground movement on buildings or associated compensation. 

 

 Merchant Shipping: Registration 

Jo Stevens:         [196859] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Transport, how many new ships were registered on the 

UK Ship Register in each year since 2010. 

 

Ms Nusrat Ghani: 

The total number of ships newly registered on Part 1 (Commercial) and Part 4 

(Bareboat) on the UK Ship Register since 2010 is 680. The table below shows this 

data for each year, with the 2018 data showing as at 30 November. 

 

YEAR SHIPS 

2010 91 

2011 96 

2012 75 

2013 70 

2014 55 

2015 84 

2016 62 
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YEAR SHIPS 

2017 80 

2018 67 

TOTAL 680 

 

 Railways: Bridges 

Sir Michael Fallon:         [195020] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Transport, for what reason the building of a footpath 

over the railway bridge in Crockenhill, reference SD341, has been delayed; and what the 

timetable is for Network Rail to complete that work. 

Andrew Jones: 

The Department for Transport does not hold this detailed information. However, I 

understand from Network Rail (NR) that the Crockenhill footbridge was inspected and 

found to be in a dangerous and unsafe condition and has been closed since 

September 2017. NR has put together a plan to see this old bridge removed and a 

new one installed by the end of this financial year. However this schedule is 

dependent on agreement of third parties whose co-operation is required to carry out 

both the removal of the old bridge and the installation of the new one. Providing NR 

can resolve these matters successfully, they expect to be able to confirm the 

timescales for the replacement of the bridge before the end of 2018. 

 South Eastern Rail Franchise 

Sir David Evennett:         [196117] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Transport, pursuant to the Answers of 19 April 2018 to 

Question 136001 and 11 September to Question 169103, when he plans to announce the 

successful bidder for the new South Eastern rail franchise. 

Andrew Jones: 

Following review of the timescales, the award for the next franchise will now be made 

in the New Year. The evaluation of the agreement for the next franchise is taking 

longer than anticipated because we want to ensure passengers get the best deal 

possible. 
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 TREASURY 

 Buckingham Palace: Honours 

Emily Thornberry:         [196743] 

To ask the Chancellor of the Exchequer, pursuant to the Answer of 27 November to 

Question 192869 on Buckingham Palace: Honours, which organisations are contracted to 

(a) create and (b) sell the items; and when each of the tendering processes took place for 

those contracts. 

Robert Jenrick: 

The contracted organisations are British Ceremonial Arts and the Press Association. 

HM Treasury does not hold the details of when the last tendering process took place. 

Emily Thornberry:         [196744] 

To ask the Chancellor of the Exchequer, pursuant to the Answer of 27 November to 

Question 192869 on Buckingham Palace: Honours, in which of the three categories of 

items listed in the Income section of the table on Page 53 of the Annual Report and 

Accounts of the Sovereign Grant 2017-18 is the income deriving from the contract to 

create and sell the items. 

Robert Jenrick: 

It is recorded under the category: “Recharges for functions and other income". 

Emily Thornberry:         [196745] 

To ask the Chancellor of the Exchequer, pursuant to the Answer of 27 November to 

Question 192869, what other sources of income are included in the same category of 

items listed in the Income section of the table on Page 53 of the Annual Report and 

Accounts of the Sovereign Grant 2017-18 as the income deriving from the contract to 

create and sell the items mentioned in that answer; and where not constrained by 

commercial sensitivity, how much income was derived from each of those other sources 

in 2017-18. 

Robert Jenrick: 

The information that answers this question is set out in note 16 on page 86 of the 

Annual Report and Accounts 2017-18 

 Children: Day Care 

Rushanara Ali:         [196283] 

To ask the Chancellor of the Exchequer, what recent assessment has he made on the 

effect of the tax-free childcare scheme on levels of employer engagement. 

Elizabeth Truss: 

Tax-Free Childcare provides an opportunity for all employers to engage with working 

parents about their childcare arrangements, regardless of whether or not they offer 

childcare vouchers. HMRC are working with employers so that they understand the 

government childcare support which is available. 
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Employers across the UK can pay directly into parents’ Tax-Free Childcare accounts. 

A factsheet entitled “Tax-Free Childcare: What Employers Need to Know” sets out 

details of how to do this and can be found at the following link: 

https://www.childcarechoices.gov.uk/communications-toolkit 

Tax-Free Childcare is designed to be fairer and better targeted than the legacy 

system, childcare vouchers. We estimate that Tax-Free Childcare will provide support 

to nearly 1 million more families compared to the number using childcare vouchers. 

Rushanara Ali:         [196284] 

To ask the Chancellor of the Exchequer, what comparative assessment he has made of 

the financial status of people who (a) have benefited from the childcare voucher scheme 

and (b) will benefit from the tax-free childcare care scheme. 

Elizabeth Truss: 

I refer the Honourable Member to previous answers I have given; on 9 October 2018 

to the Honourable Member for East Kilbridge, Strathaven and Lesmahagow 

(176348), on 20 June 2018 to the Honourable Member for Newcastle upon Tyne 

North (155282) and on 24 January 2018 to the Honourable Member for Batley and 

Spen (124882). 

 Counter-terrorism: Scotland 

Lesley Laird:         [196907] 

To ask the Chancellor of the Exchequer, with reference to paragraph 5.27 of Budget 

2018, how much of the £160 million allocated in 2019-20 for counter-terrorism policing 

will be spent on counter-terrorism in Scotland. 

Elizabeth Truss: 

Counter-terrorism policing in Scotland is funded by the Scottish Government. The 

Scottish Government will receive Barnett consequentials on the increase to counter 

terrorism policing in England and Wales in the usual way. We do not provide regional 

breakdowns of counter-terrorism funding for national security reasons. 

 Electronic Publishing: VAT Zero Rating 

Catherine McKinnell:         [196811] 

To ask the Chancellor of the Exchequer, whether the Government plans to extend the 

zero rate of VAT to digital publications. 

Mel Stride: 

The Government keeps all taxes under review, including VAT on e-publications. 

Any amendments to the VAT regime as it applies to physical publications and e-

publications must be carefully assessed against policy, economic and fiscal 

considerations. 
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 Electronic Vehicles: Charging Points 

Andy McDonald:         [196790] 

To ask the Chancellor of the Exchequer, with reference to page 46 of Autumn Budget 

2017, how much and what proportion of the charging investment infrastructure fund has 

been invested in charging infrastructure. 

Andy McDonald:         [196791] 

To ask the Chancellor of the Exchequer,with reference to page 46 of Autumn Budget 

2017, how much and what proportion of the £200 million of private investment for the 

charging investment infrastructure fund has been raised. 

Robert Jenrick: 

The Charging Infrastructure Investment Fund will consist of £200m government 

investment to be matched by the private sector. The fund will be managed and 

invested in on a commercial basis by a private sector fund manager who will make 

independent, commercial decisions on how to invest, within parameters set by 

government. The Request for Proposals to select a fund manager recently closed, 

and government are in the final stages of selecting a preferred bidder(s). The 

selected fund manager(s) will raise the match funding from the private sector and the 

fund will start investing in early 2019. 

 EURATOM 

Preet Kaur Gill:         [196828] 

To ask the Chancellor of the Exchequer, with reference to EU Exit Long-term economic 

analysis published on 28 November, which of the four scenarios most accurately reflects 

the Prime Minister's proposed agreement on the withdrawal of the UK from the EU and 

Euratom. 

John Glen: 

The UK and the EU have agreed the Political Declaration, which sets the framework 

for the UK’s future relationship with the EU. The UK and the EU recognise that this 

means there could be a spectrum of different outcomes, and both have agreed that 

we should be as ambitious as possible. The analysis shows that the modelled White 

Paper scenario, and the sensitivity modelled around it, would support higher 

economic output for all sectors, nations and regions than the no deal scenario. The 

average FTA, EEA-type and no deal scenarios do not deliver the Government’s 

policy objectives. 

 European Investment Bank 

Priti Patel:         [196880] 

To ask the Chancellor of the Exchequer, with reference to paragraph 15 of the Political 

Declaration setting out the framework for the future relationship between the European 

Union and the United Kingdom and the provisions on the European Investment Bank 

contained within the Draft Agreement on the withdrawal of the United Kingdom of Great 
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Britain and Northern Ireland from the European Union and the European Atomic Energy 

Community; what plans he has for the future relationship with the European Investment 

Bank Group; the involvement that the UK would have in the decision-making; the cost of 

that activity; and the effect of that activity on the arrangements for the financial settlement 

with the EU. 

John Glen: 

The UK has set out that it is open to exploring options for a future relationship with 

the EIB Group. This will form part of the wider UK-EU future relationship negotiations. 

The financial settlement has been agreed under the terms of the withdrawal 

agreement. We have reached a fair financial settlement with the EU, honouring 

commitments we made during our period of membership, and have ensured a fair 

deal for UK taxpayers. 

 PAYE 

Stephen Timms:         [196657] 

To ask the Chancellor of the Exchequer, what recent assessment he has made of the (a) 

timeliness and (b) accuracy of PAYE Real Time Information data received from 

employers. 

Mel Stride: 

HMRC does not hold an overall assessment of the level of incorrect RTI. Whilst 

incorrect data is sometimes submitted by employers, HMRC systems have been 

designed to use different mixes of that data to match records correctly where 

possible. The timeliness of RTI has consistently improved, with 95.5% of all RTI 

submissions being on time in the last closed tax year. 

 Revenue and Customs: Ealing 

Dr Rupa Huq:         [195125] 

To ask the Chancellor of the Exchequer, pursuant to the contribution of the Financial 

Secretary to the Treasury on 7 March 2018, Official Report, column 428, how many and 

what proportion of HMRC staff in International House, Ealing will (a) transfer to an HMRC 

Regional Centre and (b) complete their career in that location. 

Mel Stride: 

HMRC wants to keep as many employees as possible as it moves to its regional 

centres. It has been clear that if someone can move to a regional centre and has the 

skills it needs or is able to develop them, there will be a role for them. 

For International House, Ealing, current planning data shows that around 107 full-

time equivalent people or 52% will transfer to a HMRC regional centre. 

HMRC expects that once Crossrail becomes operational, with journey times from 

Ealing to Stratford of around 30 minutes, this number will increase. 

However, HMRC cannot be certain about how many will actually be able to move to a 

regional centre or the numbers who may complete their career at International House 
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until one-to-one discussions have taken place. These will be held around a year 

before any move. 

 Social Security Benefits: Cancer 

Mr Gregory Campbell:         [196109] 

To ask the Chancellor of the Exchequer, what (a) financial and (b) other support the 

Government makes available to people diagnosed with cancer who have (i) banking and 

(ii) other financial problems. 

John Glen: 

The Government set up the Money Advice Service (MAS) to provide free-to-use 

financial guidance for all consumers, whatever their circumstances. Moving forward, 

the Government has legislated to merge the functions of MAS with those of The 

Pensions Advisory Service (TPAS) and Pension Wise, to create a Single Financial 

Guidance Body, which will simplify the existing public financial guidance landscape. 

The Government has also implemented a regulatory framework for financial services 

that ensures firms give support to vulnerable consumers, such as people diagnosed 

with cancer who have banking and other financial problems. The Financial Conduct 

Authority has a statutory objective to protect consumers and its Principles for 

Business require firms to pay due regard to the interests of its customers and treat 

them fairly. 

The Government supports ongoing FCA work to make help available to vulnerable 

customers, such as the publication by banks of a list of additional services they offer 

customers, including specialist cancer support services. 

 Social Services: Finance 

Dr David Drew:         [196091] 

To ask the Chancellor of the Exchequer, with reference to the announcement of an 

additional £640 million for social care in 2019-20 in the Autumn Budget 2018, what 

methodology his Department used to determine the sum of £640 million for social care. 

Elizabeth Truss: 

The Autumn Budget 2018 announced an additional £650 million in 2019-20 for social 

care. Within this, local councils will receive £240 million for adult social care. This will 

make sure people can leave hospital when they are ready, into a care setting that 

best meets their needs. This will help the NHS to free up the beds it needs over 

winter. This repeats the £240 million for local councils for adult social care to alleviate 

winter pressures in 2018-19. 

The Budget announced a further £410 million in 2019-20 for adults and children’s 

social care. Where necessary, local councils should use this funding to ensure that 

adult social care pressures do not create additional demand on the NHS. Local 

councils can also use it to improve their social care offer for older people, people with 

disabilities and children. 
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 Sugar: Taxation 

Tom Watson:         [196182] 

To ask the Chancellor of the Exchequer, pursuant to the Answer of 24 May to Question 

146155, on Sugar: Taxation, if he will undertake a review of the exemption for milk drinks 

containing sugar to the Soft Drinks Industry Levy earlier than 2020. 

Robert Jenrick: 

The government is committed to reviewing the Soft Drinks Industry Levy in 2020, and 

there are no plans to alter this timeframe. 

 Tax Avoidance: Aberdeen South 

Ross Thomson:         [195124] 

To ask the Chancellor of the Exchequer, what estimate his Department has made of the 

number of people in the Aberdeen South constituency affected by the 2019 Loan Charge. 

Mel Stride: 

The 2019 loan charge is targeted at disguised remuneration (DR) schemes. These 

are artificial tax avoidance schemes where earnings are paid in the form of non-

repayable loans made by a third party. 

DR schemes are contrived arrangements that pay loans in place of ordinary 

remuneration with the sole purpose of avoiding income tax and National Insurance 

contributions. When taking into account the loan they received, loan scheme users 

have on average twice as much income as the average UK taxpayer. 

Since the announcement of the 2019 loan charge at Budget 2016, HMRC has agreed 

settlements on disguised remuneration schemes with employers and individuals of 

over 650 million pounds. More than 90% of this amount was collected from 

employers, with less than 10% from individuals. 

HMRC have also simplified the process for those who choose to settle their use of 

avoidance schemes before the charge arises, so that those earning less than 

£50,000 a year and no longer engaging in tax avoidance can agree a payment plan 

of up to five years without the need for detailed supporting information. There is no 

maximum period within which an overall settlement can be agreed, and HMRC will 

deal with individual cases appropriately and sympathetically. 

50,000 individuals are estimated to be affected by the introduction of the DR loan 

charge across the UK. Information is not held at constituency level. 

 Taxation 

Priti Patel:         [196899] 

To ask the Chancellor of the Exchequer, if he will publish the methodology used by 

HMRC to decide on the figure for top-slicing relief. 
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Mel Stride: 

The guidance on calculating the figure for top slicing relief is in the process of being 

updated. The updated guidance has been shared with insurance industry 

representative bodies for review and comment. HMRC expects the final version to be 

available in the Insurance Policyholder Taxation Manual (IPTM) on Gov.UK on 3 

December 2018. 

 Treasury: Brexit 

Layla Moran:         [196903] 

To ask the Chancellor of the Exchequer, pursuant to the Answer of 27 November 2018 to 

Question 194760 on Treasury: Brexit and the Answer of 21 November 2018 to Question 

190947 on Treasury: Brexit, for what reason his Department is unable to provide that 

information. 

John Glen: 

As I said in my previous answer on the 27th November, the information you have 

requested is not held centrally by HMT, so would need to be collated from various 

sections of the department and involve accessing records from since we began our 

preparations to leave the EU. The process for collating this information could not be 

provided without incurring disproportionate cost. 

 Treasury: Integrity Initiative 

Chris Williamson:         [196180] 

To ask the Chancellor of the Exchequer, whether his Department has (a) funded, (b) 

awarded contracts to and (c) procured the services of the Integrity Initiative in each 

financial year since 2015-16. 

Robert Jenrick: 

The Department has not entered in to any such agreement with the organisation 

concerned. 

 Welfare Tax Credits: Carers 

Karin Smyth:         [195092] 

To ask the Chancellor of the Exchequer, pursuant to the Answer of 26 October to 

Question 180796 on Carers: Welfare Tax Credits, when the Government plans to bring 

forward legislative proposals to change the tax credit sequencing rules that are applied to 

non-parental carers. 

Elizabeth Truss: 

The government recognises the immense value of the care provided by non-parental 

carers and adoptive parents. It is for this reason that we are ensuring that they 

receive support irrespective of the order in which these children enter their 

household. Regulations to extend support in Child Tax Credit and Universal Credit 

were laid in Parliament on 5 November 2018 and came into force on 28 November 

2018. The regulations can be viewed here: 
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http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2018/1130/made 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2018/1129/made 

 WALES 

 Wales Office: Billing 

Chris Ruane:         [196135] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Wales, pursuant to the Answer of 27 November 2018 to 

Question 194068 on Wales Office: Billing, what the reasons were for the undisputed and 

valid invoices that were not paid within 10 days of receipt in the last 12 months. 

Nigel Adams: 

The Office of the Secretary of State for Wales aims to pay all invoices within 10 days 

of receipt, and currently achieves this target in 90% of cases. The target is not met in 

a small number of cases for a variety of reasons, including invoices with incorrect or 

incomplete information and delays in the processing of payments by our service 

provider. 

 WOMEN AND EQUALITIES 

 Political Parties: Equality 

Dr Rosena Allin-Khan:         [194722] 

To ask the Minister for Women and Equalities, pursuant to the Answer of 13 November 

2018 to Question 188804 on Equality Act 2010, what the timeframe is for the implement 

Section 106 of the Equality Act 2010. 

Victoria Atkins: 

We are looking closely at the issues that limit diverse representation, particularly for 

those facing multiple barriers to participation. Ultimately, parties are responsible for 

selecting candidates and ensuring they are fielded in winnable seats. 

Political parties have different challenges to face to improve the diversity of their 

candidates. Many political parties already publish some candidate diversity data 

voluntarily. 

Our centenary fund is supporting projects in England to engage more women in 

politics. In addition, in May 2018 we announced a £250,000 interim fund to support 

disabled candidates, primarily for the forthcoming English local elections in 2019. 

We continue to keep section 106 under review, as we do with other uncommenced 

provisions in the Equality Act 2010. 
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 WORK AND PENSIONS 

 Access to Work Programme: Arthritis 

Mrs Madeleine Moon:         [195538] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Work and Pensions, what steps she is taking to promote 

the Access to Work Scheme for people with arthritis and related conditions. 

Sarah Newton: 

Access to Work continues to undertake targeted awareness of the scheme to the 

most under-represented groups, including people with musculoskeletal conditions like 

arthritis. We have worked with Arthritis Research UK (ARUK) and Arthritis Care on 

marketing Access to Work to their clients, including sharing information about how to 

apply for the support. 

Access to Work is promoted to a range of business leaders through the Disability 

Confident scheme, to benefit claimants through Jobcentre Plus and we are working 

with a number of our stakeholders to target employers and health professionals 

 Christmas Bonus 

Chris Stephens:         [196849] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Work and Pensions, whether she has plans to up-rate 

the Christmas bonus paid to recipients of certain benefits. 

Chris Stephens:         [196850] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Work and Pensions, for how many years the Christmas 

bonus for recipients of certain benefits has been set at the value of £10. 

Chris Stephens:         [196851] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Work and Pensions, if she will estimate how many 

benefit recipients will receive the Christmas bonus for Christmas 2018. 

Guy Opperman: 

The Christmas bonus was initially introduced by the then Conservative Government 

as a one-off payment of £10 in 1972, and has not been uprated by any government 

since. It was introduced to provide additional financial support at a time of high 

inflation. It is now an established feature of the social security system. There are no 

plans to uprate the annual Christmas Bonus. 

The number of benefit recipients forecasted to receive the Christmas bonus for 

Christmas 2018 can be found in table 1c of the “Outturn and forecast: Autumn Budget 

2018” publication. 

This information is available at: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/benefit-expenditure-and-caseload-

tables-2018 
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 Conditions of Employment 

Mr Virendra Sharma:         [194685] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Work and Pensions, pursuant to the Answer of 1 

November 2018 to Question 183319 on Conditions of Employment, what assessment she 

has made of the ability of the definition of (a) worker and (b) world of work to be ratifiable 

by as large a number of ILO membership as possible. 

Alok Sharma: 

The Government supports the adoption of an International Labour Convention on 

ending violence and harassment in the work of work. The Government is fully 

engaged in discussions in the International Labour Organisation on the scope and 

content of the proposed Convention and as part of that is in regular contact with other 

states on this issue. 

The text of the Convention under negotiation includes formal workers and, if 

universally ratified, would apply to the world’s poorest workers. The Government’s 

position on the definitions and scope of the Convention is that it should provide broad 

coverage, whilst being ratifiable by as large a number of the International Labour 

Organisation’s membership as possible. 

 Cooperatives and Social Enterprises 

Mr Barry Sheerman:         [195033] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Work and Pensions, what resources are available 

through Jobcentre Plus for people planning to set up social enterprises and co-

operatives. 

Alok Sharma: 

The New Enterprise Allowance supports people to start their own business or 

develop their business if they are already self-employed. Businesses may include 

social enterprises or cooperatives. 

Since its launch in April 2011 up to the end of June 2018, there have been over 

120,520 businesses set up through the New Enterprise Allowance scheme. 

Work Coaches are also aware of local provision to which they can signpost people as 

appropriate. 

 Occupational Pensions 

Stephen Timms:         [196655] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Work and Pensions, when she plans to bring forward 

legislative proposals to enable the establishment of collective defined contribution 

pensions. 
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Guy Opperman: 

We are currently consulting on how we should deliver an appropriate legislative and 

regulatory framework for Collective Defined Contribution Pension Schemes. That 

consultation will run until 16 January next year. 

Once that concludes and the responses have been considered, we will bring forward 

any necessary legislation as soon as Parliamentary time allows. 

 Pensions: Advisory Services 

Steve McCabe:         [196692] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Work and Pensions, pursuant to the Answer of 14 

November 2018 to Question 191268, on Pensions: Advisory Services, what steps he is 

taking to encourage those identified in the pension wise service evaluation report for 

2016-17 who are not pre-disposed to taking actions that help them make informed 

decisions on their pensions. 

Guy Opperman: 

Take up of the Pension Wise guidance service is growing. Between 2015/16 and 

2017/18, take up of appointments more than doubled and continues to increase. 

Pension schemes and providers are required to signpost people to Pension Wise at 

key contact points. Pension providers are consistently cited by around half of the 

people who contact Pension Wise as the place they first heard of the service. The 

Financial Conduct Authority have consulted on changes to these requirements with a 

view to increasing the take up of Pension Wise guidance. 

The Pension Wise marketing strategy across TV, Radio, web, Press and Video on 

Demand, as well as search engine optimisation, aims to get maximum reach amongst 

the target audience. This has proven to an effective way of both raising awareness of 

the service and driving take-up of appointments. 

Pension Wise is also working with employers nationally and locally to engage with 

their employees at their place of work. Pension Wise delivery partners also undertake 

local promotional activities, raising awareness of the service at local events. 

The Financial Guidance and Claims Act 2018 establishes a new Single Financial 

Guidance Body which will bring together the services currently provided by the 

Money Advice Service, The Pensions Advisory Service and Pension Wise. The new 

body will make it easier for people to access information and guidance to help them 

make effective financial decisions. This Act also set a framework for implementing a 

stronger final nudge towards Pension Wise at the point people seek to access their 

pension and we are engaging with providers to find the most effective approach. 

The 2016-17 Pension Wise service evaluation report did not specifically identify a 

group who are not pre-disposed to taking actions that help them make informed 

decisions on their pensions. It was predominantly a survey of Pension Wise 

customers, but included a group of non-users, for the purposes of comparison and to 

help understand why they had not used the service. 
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The latest Pension Wise service evaluation report has now been published and is 

available online at: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/pension-wise-

service-evaluation-2017-to-2018-customer-experiences-and-outcomes 

Finally, the DWP has just issued a consultation on the Pensions Dashboard, which 

will specifically assist on the provision of information to all consumers on the issue of 

pensions and retirement planning. 

The dashboard statement can be found here: 

https://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-

statements/written-statement/Commons/2018-09-04/HCWS933/ 

 Personal Independence Payment 

Kate Hollern:         [196272] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Work and Pensions, if she will make it her policy to 

undertake a review of the application process for personal independence payments. 

Sarah Newton: 

We are absolutely committed to improving the overall Personal Independence 

Payment (PIP) claimant experience as this is what claimants rightly expect and 

deserve. As part of that commitment, we constantly keep under review how we can 

improve the PIP application process. For example, this has been supported by the 

findings published in the PIP Claimant Research – Final Report, two independent 

reviews of PIP and recommendations from the Work and Pensions Select 

Committee. 

Some of the key improvements we have made to the PIP application process: 

• In April 2018 we increased our use of SMS text messages to better keep claimants 

updated about the progress of their claim 

• In April 2018 we launched a series of PIP videos to help claimants better navigate 

and understand the PIP claims process and the types of supporting evidence to 

send and; 

• In October 2016 (after the wave 1 fieldwork), we published a revised version of the 

PIP2 questionnaire where the language, style and tone of the form was simplified, 

and paragraphs were shortened to make it easier to understand and more focused 

for claimants to complete; 

However, I recognise that there is more to do to improve the application process and 

that is why we are in the final stages of commissioning independent research to 

support further improvements to the PIP2 questionnaire. In addition to the 

independent research, the Department has gathered views, on video recording, from 

a range of stakeholders and representatives as well as from claimants and health 

professionals. These views have helped to inform the design of the live testing pilot 

which began on 29 November 2018, which will inform views on rolling out video 

recording more widely, in order to promote greater trust and transparency. 
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 Personal Independence Payment: Multiple Sclerosis 

Catherine McKinnell:         [196262] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Work and Pensions, how many and what proportion of 

people with multiple sclerosis in Newcastle upon Tyne North constituency who received a 

reduced rate of mobility support as a result of the transition from disability living 

allowance to personal independence payments (PIP) (i) appealed that decision and (ii) 

were successful in their appeal in each year since PIP was introduced. 

Sarah Newton: 

The information requested is not readily available and to provide it would incur 

disproportionate cost. 

 Personal Independence Payment: Postural Tachycardia Syndrome 

Dan Jarvis:        [R]  [196298] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Work and Pensions, how many and what proportion of 

claimants of personal independence payment with Postural Tachyacardia Syndrome (a) 

did not receive an award after their first assessment and (b) received an award at 

tribunal. 

Sarah Newton: 

In relation to part (a), statistics on Personal Independence Payment (PIP) first 

assessment outcomes at disability level are not readily available and have not 

previously been published as Official Statistics. We are producing the statistics 

requested and issuing them in an Official Statistics release on 11th December 2018 in 

accordance with the Code of Practice for Official Statistics. 

In relation to part (b), since PIP was introduced, 40 people with a primary disabling 

condition of tachycardia who were disallowed PIP after their initial assessment went 

on to receive an award at tribunal. The figures in (b) have been rounded to the 

nearest 10. 

Overall, since PIP was introduced 3.5m decisions have been made up to June 2018, 

of these 9% have been appealed and 4% have been overturned. 

Appeals, data is based on primary disabling condition as recorded on the PIP 

computer systems. Claimants may often have multiple disabling conditions upon 

which the decision is based but only the primary condition is shown in these statistics. 

The lowest level of detail available in this data allows us to identify claimants with a 

primary disabling condition of tachycardia, but not Postural Tachycardia Syndrome. 

The appeals may include decisions which are changed at mandatory reconsideration, 

and where the claimant continues to appeal for a higher PIP award, are then changed 

again at tribunal appeal. 
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 Poverty 

Preet Kaur Gill:         [195647] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Work and Pensions, what steps she is taking to address 

the findings and recommendations in the Statement on the Visit to the UK by the UN 

Special Rapporteur on extreme poverty and human rights, published on 16 November 

2018. 

Justin Tomlinson: 

The Government will consider the Special Rapporteur’s findings carefully. 

Under this Government, income inequality has fallen and remains lower than in 2010; 

the number of children in workless households is at a record low; and there are 1 

million fewer people in absolute poverty (before housing costs) compared with 2010, 

including 300,000 children. 

Work continues to offer people the best opportunity to move out of poverty. Children 

living in households where all adults are working are five times less likely to be in 

relative poverty after housing costs than those in workless families. That is why this 

Government will continue to reform the welfare system to ensure that those who can 

work are supported to move into and to remain in employment. 

The Autumn Budget announced a number of changes to Universal Credit ahead of 

further expansion including an increase of £1,000 in work allowances from April 2019 

allowing 2.4 million households to keep an extra £630 of income each year. 

 Social Security Benefits 

Frank Field:         [192727] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Work and Pensions, what estimate she has made of the 

number of people who have ceased to claim income-related benefits in the most recent 

12 months for which data is available; and for what reasons those people ceased to make 

such claims. 

Alok Sharma: 

The information requested for those moving off income-related benefits is only 

available for Jobseeker’s Allowance. It is not readily available and could only be 

provided at disproportionate cost for other income related benefits. 

The available information which shows the number of off-flows and reasons from the 

Jobseeker’s Allowance (JSA) claimant count is published at: 

https://www.nomisweb.co.uk/default.asp 

Guidance for users can be found at: https://www.nomisweb.co.uk/home/newuser.asp 

Catherine West:         [196807] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Work and Pensions, how many and what proportion of 

people in receipt of legacy benefit payments had a deduction in the latest month for which 

figures are available. 
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Alok Sharma: 

The information requested is not readily available and could only be provided at 

disproportionate cost. 

 Social Security Benefits: Blaenau Gwent 

Nick Smith:         [195064] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Work and Pensions, pursuant to the answer of 13 

November 2018 to Question 188789 on Social Security Benefits: Blaenau Gwent, what 

the total number of appeals made for both those benefits were in that same (a) 

constituency and (b) timeframe; and what proportion of those appeals were successful. 

Sarah Newton: 

Personal Independence Payment (PIP) appeals 

In the Blaenau Gwent constituency, 170 appeals were completed in relation to PIP in 

2017-18. Of these, 79% (130 appeals) were successful. 

40 appeals were completed between April and June 2018, the latest date for which 

statistics have been published. Of these, 79% (30 appeals) were successful. 

These figures include all PIP appeals; so they will contain appeals where claimants 

appealed for a higher PIP award as well as those appeals against a disallowance 

decision. 

Figures have been rounded to the nearest 10. 

Appeals data taken from the DWP PIP computer system’s management information. 

Therefore this appeal data may differ from that held by Her Majesty’s Courts and 

Tribunals Service for various reasons such as delays in data recording and other 

methodological differences in collating and preparing statistics. 

The Parliamentary Constituency geography relates to the origin of the claim (i.e. 

derived from claimant’s postcode) rather than the location of where the tribunal was. 

Decisions overturned at appeal may include a number of appeals that have been 

lapsed (which is where DWP changed the decision after an appeal was lodged but 

before it was heard at Tribunal). 

Since PIP was introduced 3.5m decisions have been made nationally up to June 

2018, of these 9% have been appealed and 4% have been overturned. 

Employment and Support Allowance (ESA) appeals 

Information on appeal outcome by claim start date and Parliamentary Constituency is 

available on Stat-Xplore under “ESA Work Capability Assessments”. 

https://stat-xplore.dwp.gov.uk/ 

Guidance on how to use Stat-Xplore can be found here: 

https://sw.stat-xplore.dwp.gov.uk/webapi/online-help/index.html 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2018-11-23/195064
https://stat-xplore.dwp.gov.uk/
https://stat-xplore.dwp.gov.uk/


Between April 2014 and March 2018, 3.5m ESA (post WCA) decisions have been 

made nationally, of these 8% have been appealed and 4% have been overturned. 

 Universal Credit 

Mr Paul Sweeney:         [182223] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Work and Pensions, if she will extend universal credit 

transitional protection to people (a) whose eligibility for support has recently changed, (b) 

living in temporary and supported accommodation and (c) affected by the benefit cap. 

Alok Sharma: 

Natural migration to Universal Credit occurs when a claimant experiences a change 

in their circumstances and they are required to make a new claim to Universal Credit. 

This new award is calculated based on claimants’ new circumstances, which ensures 

they are paid the correct amount. As such, they are not eligible for transitional 

protection which is designed to ensure that those moved without a change in 

circumstances do not lose out financially. 

The Universal Credit (Managed Migration) 2018 regulations which have been laid 

before Parliament ensure that those living in temporary and supported 

accommodation will have access to transitional protection if they are managed 

migrated. These claimants will remain in receipt of their existing Housing Benefit 

while they continue to live in this form of accommodation and, therefore, no support 

paid for housing will be taken into account when considering if transitional protection 

should be awarded. This transitional protection is dependent on the Managed 

Migration regulations receiving Parliamentary approval. 

When claimants are migrated to Universal Credit the comparison of total legacy 

benefit and Universal Credit will be calculated once the benefit cap has been applied 

to both amounts. The benefit cap rules continue to apply so Universal Credit 

claimants will not receive above the level of the benefit cap unless they meet one of 

the exemption criteria. Households who are exempt from the Benefit Cap, including 

those who earn at least £542 a month, will be unaffected. 

Neil Gray:         [182259] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Work and Pensions, what proportion of claimants used 

implicit consent to make a benefits claim under the legacy system. 

Alok Sharma: 

Implicit Consent is usually used when a third party wants to check the progress of a 

claim or assist a customer with a question about their entitlement. For more 

vulnerable claimants unable to mange their own affairs, an appointee or corporate 

acting body will make the claim on their behalf. If implicit consent was used to make a 

new claim there is no specific area that the details are held on the legacy system. 
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Preet Kaur Gill:         [188895] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Work and Pensions, pursuant to her oral contribution of 

5 November 2018, Official Report, column 1261, how many such letters she has 

received; and if she will publish those letters after redacting identifying information. 

Preet Kaur Gill:         [188896] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Work and Pensions, pursuant to her oral contribution of 

5 November 2018, Official Report, column 1260, what estimate she has made of the 

number of people that have been frightened to go into a jobcentre as a result of scare 

stories in (a) the UK, (b) the West Midlands and (c) Birmingham. 

Alok Sharma: 

The Department does not hold this information centrally on constituency 

correspondence. 

Frank Field:         [192729] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Work and Pensions, how many and what proportion of 

new claims for universal credit were processed (a) within five weeks, (b) between five and 

ten weeks and (c) in ten weeks or longer in the most recent 12 months for which data are 

available. 

Alok Sharma: 

We published statistics on payment timeliness for new claims on 9 July 2018 which 

found 95 per cent of eligible claims (new claims that were due a payment in February 

2018) were paid in full within five weeks of the payment due date. 

Our latest internal data shows that for claims due their first payment in July 2018, 94 

per cent of claims were paid in full within five weeks of the payment due date, with 

close to 99 per cent receiving at least a partial payment. Further details for claimants 

due their first payment in July 2018 can be seen in the table below. Subject to some 

fluctuation, this has been broadly consistent for every month for which the data has 

been requested. 

 

WITHIN 5 WEEKS OF 

PAYMENT DUE DATE 

6-10 WEEKS AFTER 

PAYMENT DUE DATE 

MORE THAN 10 WEEKS 

AFTER PAYMENT DUE 

DATE 

Received Payment in 

Full 

94.3% 3.1% 2.6% 

Received a Partial 

Payment 

98.6% 1.0% 0.4% 

 

In many cases where full payment is not made on time, it is due to unresolved issues 

such as: claimants not accepting their Claimant Commitment or passing identity 

checks, satisfying the Habitual Residency Test, or having outstanding verification 

issues, such as housing costs and self-employed earnings. 
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Karin Smyth:         [195087] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Work and Pensions, what estimate her Department has 

made of the number of claimants of Universal Credit that have had deductions of more 

than 40 per cent from their Standard Allowance as a result of overpayments made by (a) 

computer and (b) other administrative error. 

Alok Sharma: 

It is not possible for a deduction of more than 40 per cent of the Standard Allowance 

to be made as a result of overpayments whether made by a computer or other 

administrative error. 

When an overpayment deduction is being applied, then it has to be within the overall 

40 per cent limit for deductions (reducing to 30 per cent from October 2019). The 

maximum deduction that can be taken for overpayments that have occurred due to 

computer or administrative error is either 15 per cent (standard rate) or 25 per cent 

(in receipt of UC with earnings) of the standard allowance. The 40 per cent maximum 

is only applied to overpayments caused as a consequence of fraud. As last resort 

deductions are higher up the deduction priority order, they will already have been 

taken as third party deductions, and as such the total deduction cannot exceed the 40 

per cent maximum. 

For example: 

1. Last resort deduction for arrears of rent at 10%; 

2. Last resort deduction for arrears of gas at 5%; 

3. Last resort deduction for arrears of electricity at 5%; 

4. Arrears of overpayment caused by error for a claimant with earnings. The maximum 

deduction rate for this is 25% but as 20% is already being taken for the third party 

deductions above, only 20% will be taken for the overpayment, so as not to exceed 

the 40% limit. 

More generally, it is possible for the 40% ceiling to be breached but only when there 

is a Fraud Penalty or Sanction or an Advance repayment which means that some or 

all of the Last Resort Deductions cannot be applied while remaining within the 40% 

ceiling. If it is nevertheless in the claimant’s best interests to apply the Last Resort 

Deductions, then the ceiling can be breached. At this point, anything lower down the 

priority order (such as overpayments) would not be deducted. 

The Deduction Priority Order can be found here (p. 72) - 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachm

ent_data/file/683470/benefit-overpayment-recovery-guide.pdf 

Frank Field:         [196132] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Work and Pensions, pursuant to the Answer of 26 

November 2018 to Question 194074 on Universal Credit, whether the monthly number of 

claimants with disputes reflects the total number of disputes or number of new referrals 

within each particular month. 
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Alok Sharma: 

The answer to Question 194074 reflects the number of new referrals within each 

particular month. 

Frank Field:         [196133] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Work and Pensions, how many claimants of tax credit 

working full-time have yet to be migrated onto universal credit. 

Alok Sharma: 

As of April 2018, there are an estimated 1,819,000 families with at least one full-time 

worker receiving Working Tax Credits on the Tax Credit caseload. 

Kate Hollern:         [196273] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Work and Pensions, what estimate her Department has 

made of the number of people who have been evicted for not paying their rent due to a 

delay before their first payment of universal credit. 

Justin Tomlinson: 

The Department does not hold the information requested. 

As of August 2018, 84% of paid Universal Credit full service new claims were paid in 

full on time. When new claims are not paid on time, it is estimated that two-thirds 

have an outstanding verification issue, such as providing bank statements, evidence 

of childcare costs, or proof of rent. Other times it’s because a claimant has not signed 

their claimant commitment. 

Claimants can claim an advance of up to 100% of their estimated monthly entitlement 

as soon as they make their claim, so no-one needs to experience hardship when 

claiming Universal Credit. 

Additionally, it was announced that from July 2020, income related legacy benefits, 

Income Support, Income Related Employment and Support Allowance and Income 

Based Jobseeker’s Allowance will continue for two weeks after a claim for Universal 

Credit has been made. This is in addition to a pre-existing two week run-on of 

housing benefit. 

Catherine West:         [196809] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Work and Pensions, how many and what proportion of 

universal credit payments were subject to a deduction excluding sanctions in the latest 

month for which data is available. 

Catherine West:         [196810] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Work and Pensions, how many and what proportion of 

universal credit claimants were subject to a level of deduction excluding sanctions from 

the standard allowance (a) at the 40 per cent cap, (b) above the 30 per cent level (c) 

above the 20 per cent level and (d) above the 10 per cent level in the latest month for 

which data is available. 
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Alok Sharma: 

For eligible claims to UC Full Service due a payment in September 2018, 53% 

(474,000 claims) had a deduction (including to repay advances, for fraud penalties, 

and for other deductions, but excluding deductions for sanctions). 

The information for claims with deductions above 10% of their standard allowance is 

as follows: 

a) 7% (60,000 claims) of all Universal Credit Full Service eligible claims had 

deductions at 40% of the Standard Allowance; 

b) 13% (114,000 claims) of all Universal Credit Full Service eligible claims had 

deductions above 30% of the Standard Allowance; 

c) 24% (213,000 claims) of all Universal Credit Full Service eligible claims had 

deductions above 20% of their Standard Allowance; 

d) 39% (347,000 claims) of all Universal Credit Full Service eligible claims had 

deductions above 10% of their Standard Allowance. 

Claim numbers are rounded to the nearest 1,000. 

NOTE: These claim figures may not match official statistics caseloads due to 

methodological differences. 

At Autumn Budget 2018 we announced we will reduce the maximum rate at which 

deductions can be made from a Universal Credit award from 40% to 30% of the 

standard allowance, from October 2019. Additionally, from October 2021, the 

recovery period for advances will increase from 12 to 16 months. This will help over 

600,000 families to manage their debts at any one point when roll-out is complete, 

providing them with, on average, £295 extra a year as their debts are repaid over a 

longer period. 

Jeff Smith:         [196876] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Work and Pensions, what fiscal steps his Department 

has put in place to ensure the timely payment of universal credit for families with children 

born during the assessment period. 

Alok Sharma: 

For the purpose of the Universal Credit award calculation, we treat reported changes, 

including children born during the assessment period, as if they occurred at the start 

of the relevant assessment period so this is already in place. 

 Universal Credit: Easington 

Grahame Morris:         [196869] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Work and Pensions, pursuant to the Answer of 20 

November 2018 to question 193440 on Universal Credit: Easington, how many claimants 

of universal credit have been called for a work capability assessment since the Centre for 

Health and Disabilities Assessment started its contract in March 2015. 
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Sarah Newton: 

We are unable to provide information on Work Capability Assessments by 

constituency area as this information is not available. 

Since March 2015 there have been 144,000 Universal Credit face to face 

assessments conducted by CHDA up to and including 31 st October 2018. 

 Universal Credit: EU Nationals 

Priti Patel:         [196901] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Work and Pensions, how many non-UK EU nationals (a) 

are in receipt of universal credit and (b) will be in receipt of universal credit in each of the 

next 10 years. 

Alok Sharma: 

The nationality and immigration status of claimants is not currently recorded on 

benefit payment systems. 

However, the Department for Work and Pensions has published statistics on working 

age benefit recipients by nationality at point of National Insurance Number (NINO) 

registration. This information is known as “Nationality at point of National Insurance 

Number registration of DWP benefit claimants” and is included in the “Statistical 

Bulletin on Nationality at point of National Insurance Number registration of DWP 

working age benefit recipients: data to November 2017”, available at: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/nationality-at-point-of-national-insurance-

number-registration-of-dwp-working-age-benefit-recipients-data-to-november-2017 

 Universal Credit: Housing 

Layla Moran:         [196906] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Work and Pensions, if she will amend universal credit 

regulations to allow for the housing cost element for renters to be calculated for a 53-

week year in 2019-20; and if she will make a statement. 

Justin Tomlinson: 

Universal Credit is calculated and paid on monthly cycles to reflect the fact that the 

vast majority of people receive their wages monthly. Many social landlords still expect 

their tenants to pay rent on a weekly basis, a practice based upon a time when both 

wages and benefits were paid weekly. The effect of this is that, roughly every six 

years, there will be 53 payment days in a twelve-month period with the result that, 

over the cycle, the average social sector tenant will receive approximately 35p a 

week less towards their rent. A key principle of Universal Credit is that it simplifies the 

benefit system for working age claimants and re-assessing housing costs to reflect 

the number of rent payments in any particular year would be complicated and lead to 

confusion. As such, the Department has no plans to amend these regulations. 
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 Universal Credit: PAYE 

Stephen Timms:         [196656] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Work and Pensions, what recent assessment she has 

made of the (a) timeliness and (b) accuracy of RTI data used in the calculation of awards 

of universal credit. 

Alok Sharma: 

The vast majority of Universal Credit claimants’ (around 98%) claims are 

administered in real time and accurately. In cases that are affected by inaccurate RTI 

data, a manual intervention can be made to ensure that claimants receive their 

Universal Credit award, validated against their wage slips. 
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MINISTERIAL CORRECTIONS 

 FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH OFFICE 

 Diplomatic Service: EU Countries 

Helen Goodman:         [193410] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, what assessment 

he has made of whether UK citizens may continue to seek consular and diplomatic 

protection from EU member states in countries where the UK is not represented after the 

UK leaves the EU. 

An error has been identified in the written answer given on 26 November 2018. The 

correct answer should have been: 

Harriett Baldwin: 

The UK has significant expertise in crisis preparedness and consular affairs. Thanks 

to its extensive global footprint of 273274 posts in 169 countries and territories, and 

its network of Honorary Consuls, the UK is able to provide professional consular 

services worldwide. In addition to our network, people who need assistance can call 

any of our embassies, high commissions or consulates, or the FCO switchboard, 24/7 

for advice or help. The UK is open to maintaining a close level of cooperation with the 

EU, if this is perceived to be of mutual benefit, on crisis preparedness and consular 

affairs, including the provision of consular assistance to unrepresented EU citizens in 

third countries on a reciprocal basis. Details of this offer have been published on 

gov.uk, most recently in a technical note on coordination on external security. 
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WRITTEN STATEMENTS 

 EXITING THE EUROPEAN UNION  

 Exiting the European Union: publications 

Attorney General (Mr Geoffrey Cox):           [HCWS1131]        

Today I am laying before Parliament the following document: 

● EU Exit: Legal position on the Withdrawal Agreement. 

This document sets out the Government's legal position on the proposed Withdrawal 

Agreement and provides a legal commentary, covering each Part of the Withdrawal 

Agreement and the three Protocols. 

I will make an oral statement to the House later today. 

 INTERNATIONAL TRADE 

 Announcement of a new Prime Minister's Trade Envoy to Argentina 

Secretary of State for International Trade and President of the Board of Trade (Dr 

Liam Fox):           [HCWS1127]        

The Prime Minister has appointed Mark Menzies MP as the Prime Minister’s Trade Envoy 

to Argentina. This extends Mark’s current portfolio as Trade Envoy to Chile, Colombia 

and Peru. This appointment increases the number of markets covered by the Programme 

to 64, as we look to deepen our relationships across the globe. The Prime Minister’s 

Trade Envoy programme is an unpaid and voluntary cross-party network, who support 

the UK’s ambitious trade and investment agenda in global markets. 

 Update on UK's WTO Membership 

Secretary of State for International Trade and President of the Board of Trade (Dr 

Liam Fox):           [HCWS1128]        

I have previously informed the House that in order to fulfil our obligations at the World 

Trade Organisation (WTO) as we leave the European Union we will prepare UK-specific 

schedules of concessions and commitments. On 19 July I informed the House of the start 

of the process for certification of the UK schedule for goods. I have today sent to the 

secretariat of the WTO the UK schedule for services and I will place a copy in the library. 

This schedule replicates, as far as possible, our current obligations at the WTO. We see 

this as a technical exercise for which the WTO’s procedures for rectifications or 

improvements to schedules provide the appropriate legal mechanism. These procedures 

include a period for WTO members to raise objections to the proposed schedule, and it is 

usual for some of them to do so. If objections are raised, we will continue to work with 

WTO members to resolve any concerns and see the objections withdrawn. The UK can 
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continue to trade on current terms on an uncertified schedule, with no impact on trade 

flows, as is the case for other countries trading on uncertified schedules. 

Presenting our own UK Schedules at the WTO is a necessary part of our leaving the EU. 

It does not in any way prejudge the outcome of the eventual UK-EU trading 

arrangements. 

 TRANSPORT 

 EU Transport Council 

Secretary of State for Transport (Chris Grayling):           [HCWS1129]        

I will attend the last Transport Council under the Austrian Presidency (the Presidency) 

taking place in Brussels on Monday 3 rd December. 

The Council will consider proposals from the first tranche of the ‘ Mobility Package’. 

Under the ‘social pillar’ of the package the Presidency will seek a General Approach on 

proposals: to establish a specific regulatory regime for the posting of workers in the 

road transport sector; to introduce new regulatory provisions in relation to ensuring that 

drivers have the option regularly to return home ; and to enable drivers to take their 

regular weekly rest in their vehicles provided that certain welfare-related conditions are 

met. Under the ‘market pillar’ of the package the Presidency will seek a General 

Approach on proposals: to introduce new regulatory requirements for the operation of 

light commercial vehicles  (vans); and to modify the ‘ cabotage’  rules for vehicles 

operating in countries other than their country of establishment. The Government 

considers the package to be a necessary response to current issues with the functioning 

of the EU road transport market, in particular, uncoordinated national enforcement action 

in relation to posting of workers rules, and exploitation of some aspects of the regime by 

some non-compliant operators. The Government is broadly content with the specific 

proposals, particularly with the compromise gained on limiting the extension of regulatory 

obligations to operators of larger vans which are also undertaking international haulage 

work. 

Next, the Council is expected to reach a General Approach on a proposal from the 

second tranche of the ‘ Mobility Package’ to revise the current Directive on Combined 

Transport. The proposal contains provisions that could improve promotion of modal shift 

across the EU and reduce congestion. The Government considers that the proposal 

includes some positive changes to modernise the processes and, as currently drafted, 

will provide an acceptable balance between EU-wide action and national discretion. 

Following this, the Council will consider a General Approach on a proposal from the third 

tranche of the ‘ Mobility Package’ to amend the current Directive on road infrastructure 

safety management (RISM). The current Directive was adopted to ensure that road 

safety considerations are at the forefront of all phases of the planning, design and 

operation of road infrastructure and currently applies to roads on the trans-European 

transport network (TEN-T). The Government considers that the proposed increase in 

scope to include motorways and ‘primary roads’ is a proportionate expansion of the 
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Directive and is content with the proposal that Member States define the ‘primary roads’ 

covered by it. The Government believes the proposal strikes a balance that will allow 

Member States to retain judgment over where the Directive is applied in their own 

countries, while upholding the shared principles of robust safety inspection and 

excellence in road design. 

There will be a Progress Report on the proposal to amend the Directive on 

discontinuing seasonal changes of time, which the Government opposes. We have no 

plans to change Daylight Saving Time within the UK, and feel that the Commission has 

not provided enough evidence to demonstrate a strong case for changing the existing 

arrangements. 

Afterwards, there will be a Progress Report on the proposal to revise the Regulation on 

rail passengers’ rights and obligations, aimed at strengthening the rights of rail 

passengers, including by improving access for people with disabilities or reduced 

mobility. 

Following this, the Council is expected to reach a General Approach on the proposal to 

amend the  Directive on the minimum training of seafarers. These changes will 

ensure that the legislation is up to date, and will provide the European Maritime Safety 

Agency (EMSA) with additional time to decide whether to recognise an outside state’s 

certification. The Government considers the General Approach to be satisfactory on the 

basis that the amendments are justified and appropriate to ensure that maritime 

Directives are in line with international norms, and so that EMSA can make appropriately 

informed decisions. 

The Council is also expected to reach a General Approach on another proposal from the 

third tranche of the ‘ Mobility Package’, to revise the current Directive establishing a  

European Maritime Single Window Environment. This is intended to further harmonise 

the electronic submission of ship pre-arrival reporting formalities. The Government 

supports digitisation here as it can provide benefits for business. The UK has engaged 

constructively in negotiations and has been able to share its existing expertise in many 

areas. The Government welcomes the proposed General Approach, which is satisfactory. 

The Council is expected to reach a partial General Approach on a proposed Regulation 

on the Connecting Europe Facility. The proposal will move into the next Multiannual 

Financial Framework with broadly the same funding allocation for transport as the current 

MFF. The Government supports the value that a well-managed funding programme like 

the Connecting Europe Facility can bring to transport infrastructure. However, the 

Regulation will take effect after the UK has left the EU, and the Government is still 

considering its position on future involvement in the programme. 

There will be a Progress Report on a proposal from the third tranche of the ‘ Mobility 

Package’ on the proposed Regulation on streamlining measures for the realisation 

of the trans-European transport network (TEN-T). The proposal sets out requirements 

for the administrative procedures to be followed by the competent authorities in Member 

States in providing approval for projects of common interest on the TEN-T Core Network. 



There will be a Progress Report on a proposal from the second tranche of the ‘ Mobility 

Package’ to amend the Directive on the promotion of clean and energy-efficient road 

transport vehicles. The Directive looks to drive the uptake of clean vehicles, including 

cars, and light and heavy duty vehicles (including vans, trucks and buses). 

There will also be a Progress Report on a proposal from the third tranche of the ‘ Mobility 

Package’ for a Regulation on electronic freight transport information. This Regulation 

is designed to correct a perceived lack of standardisation of acceptance by Member 

States of electronic freight documents. 

The Council will be asked to agree conclusions, which the UK supports, on the potential 

of Inland Waterway Transport as an environment-friendly transport mode, offering 

existing capacity to alleviate congestion on roads. 

Finally, under Any Other Business, the Presidency will provide information on other 

current legislative proposals. Additionally, it will report back on the Informal Meeting of 

Transport and Environment Ministers that took place in Graz on the 29-30 October 2018, 

followed by an update on ASEAN Negotiations. The Luxembourg delgation will present 

information on the Social Agenda in Aviation. The Commission will supply information on 

Sustainable Transport Infrastructure Charging and Internalisation of Transport 

externalities, and finally, the Romanian delegation will provide information on the Work 

programme of their forthcoming Presidency of the Council of the European Union. 

 WORK AND PENSIONS 

 Pensions Dashboards Feasibility Report and Consultation 

Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for Pensions & Financial Inclusion (Guy 

Opperman):           [HCWS1130]        

Pensions dashboards will give consumers information about their pensions savings from 

multiple sources through an online service. Consumers will be empowered by the 

presentation of information, helping them to engage with their pensions savings. It will 

support informed decisions and prepare the consumer for the transition between working 

age and retirement. 

Conscious of the complexity of this project, my department has undertaken an extensive 

study of the elements required of pensions dashboards. The government believes that 

dashboards will deliver for savers, and today we have published the feasibility report so 

starting the process of consultation. 

It is my firm belief that industry is best placed to finance and deliver this project and to 

create a technical dashboard infrastructure. This will advance a range of dashboard 

options. 

The Government has listened to views that suggest compulsion is needed to maximise 

pension scheme participation in a reasonable timeframe. We propose to act to deliver this 

legislation, when parliamentary time allows, and following the creation of a robust delivery 

model with the appropriate governance. It is not our proposal to compel all schemes to 
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provide data – we have outlined limited exemptions. We will work with the regulators and 

industry to help ensure responsibilities to protect consumers are upheld, whilst ensuring 

the safeguarding of consumer data. 

We have met with the Chair and the Chief Executive of the Single Financial Guidance 

Body. We believe that this body is ideally suited to oversee the industry delivery group. It 

will bring together industry representatives, FinTech and consumer organisations to 

ensure successful implementation. We propose that a non-commercial dashboard, 

hosted by the Single Financial Guidance Body, will offer an impartial service to those for 

whom there is not a commercial offering. 

It is a continued priority of this government, with the support of the pensions, financial 

services and consumer community, to restructure the UK’s pension savings culture 

against the backdrop of a new generation of savers. Dashboards will build upon the 

successful introduction of Automatic Enrolment, which has led to almost 10 million people 

either newly saving or saving more towards their retirement. 

We are confident that the ‘ Working together for the consumer’ document, published 

today, demonstrates the government’s and the department’s strong and sincere belief 

that pension dashboards have great potential to transform the pensions landscape for the 

consumer’s benefit. We look forward to receiving your feedback and proposals as to how 

government can best facilitate an industry-led delivery of this online service. 

For ease of reference, I shall deposit a copy of the feasibility report and a related fact 

sheet in both libraries of the Houses of Parliament. 


