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Written Statements 
Monday, 13 September 2021 

Contingencies Fund Advance: Live Events 

Reinsurance Scheme 

[HLWS278] 

Baroness Barran: I am repeating the following Written 

Ministerial Statement made today in the other place by 

my Honourable Friend, the Minister of State for Digital 

and Culture, Caroline Dinenage MP: 

I am tabling this statement for the benefit of all 

members of this House to give notice of a Contingencies 

Fund Advance for the Live Events Reinsurance Scheme. 

A requirement for a Contingencies Fund Advance has 

arisen due to the need for the government to partner with 

the insurance industry to deliver a Live Events 

Reinsurance Scheme. 

The scheme will support live events across the country - 

such as live music shows, music festivals, sporting and 

business events - that are at risk of being halted or 

delayed due to an inability to obtain this insurance. HMG 

is partnering with insurers to offer a cost indemnification 

insurance scheme which will make cover available 

against the cancellation, postponement, relocation or 

abandonment of events due to new UK Civil Authority 

restrictions in response to Covid-19. Cover will be 

available to purchase alongside standard commercial 

events insurance for an additional premium. The duration 

of the cover will be from September 2021 to 30th 

September 2022, with a review in the first half of 2022. 

Parliamentary approval for additional resources of 

£14,000,000 for this new expenditure will be sought in a 

Supplementary Estimate for the Department for Digital, 

Culture, Media & Sport. Pending that approval, urgent 

expenditure estimated at £14,000,000 will be met by 

repayable cash advances from the Contingencies Fund. 

This scheme will support the UK’s economic recovery 

from the COVID-19 crisis by giving events the 

confidence they need to plan for the future, whilst also 

ensuring that we deliver value for money for taxpayers. 

Contingent Liabilities: Live Events 

Reinsurance Scheme 

[HLWS279] 

Baroness Barran: I am repeating the following Written 

Ministerial Statement made today in the other place by 

my Honourable Friend, the Minister of State for Digital 

and Culture, Caroline Dinenage MP: 

I am tabling this statement for the benefit of all 

members of this House to bring to their attention the 

Departmental Minute issued today that provides the 

House with notice of a contingent liability created by my 

Department. This is in relation to the Live Events 

Reinsurance Scheme. 

The Live Events Reinsurance Scheme was announced 

by the government on 5 August 2021 and will support 

live events across the country - such as live music shows, 

music festivals, sporting and business events - that are at 

risk of being halted or delayed due to an inability to 

obtain this insurance. HMG is partnering with insurers to 

offer a cost indemnification insurance scheme which will 

make cover available against the cancellation, 

postponement, relocation or abandonment of events due 

to new UK Civil Authority restrictions in response to 

Covid-19. Cover will be available to purchase alongside 

standard commercial events insurance for an additional 

premium. The duration of the cover will be from 

September 2021 to 30 September 2022. 

Based on the risk share set out and the initial appetite 

put forward by insurers, the scheme will create £750m of 

cover at any one time, although this could increase if 

there is market demand and insurer willingness to offer 

more cover. The scheme’s lifetime exposure is unlimited. 

To retain control over the fiscal risk, government has 

retained the right to stop writing new cover at any time, 

built in a review point in the first half of 2022 and is 

requiring any individual insurer to seek explicit 

permission ahead of exceeding a net exposure of £400m 

or more. 

It is normal when reporting contingent liabilities to 

provide 14 working days’ notice before the liability is 

incurred. There is an exception in cases of special 

urgency. This is one such occasion. In order to ensure that 

event organisers have the confidence to plan ahead it is 

important that we launch this scheme in early September. 

A copy of the Departmental Minute is being placed in 

the Libraries of both Houses. 

HGV Driver Shortage 

[HLWS277] 

Baroness Vere of Norbiton: My Right Honourable 

friend, the Secretary of State for Transport (Grant 

Shapps), has made the following Ministerial Statement: 

The HGV driver shortage is a long-standing challenge 

facing countries across the world. 

As a result of the pandemic, driver testing was 

suspended for large parts of the last year. It is now back 

up and running and the Government has already increased 

capacity, but we can go further. 

Over the summer, we consulted on three measures 

which will substantially increase the number of vocational 

driving tests available. I can announce today that we will 

proceed with the measures we consulted on: 

First, car drivers will no longer need to take another test 

to tow a trailer or caravan, allowing roughly 30,000 more 

HGV driving tests to be conducted every year. 

Second, tests will also be made shorter by removing the 

‘reversing exercise’ element – and for vehicles with 

trailers, the ‘uncoupling and recoupling’ exercise – and 

having it tested separately by a third party. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-statement/Lords/2021-09-13/HLWS278/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-statement/Lords/2021-09-13/HLWS279/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-statement/Lords/2021-09-13/HLWS277/
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And third, we will make it quicker to get a licence to 

drive an articulated vehicle, without first having to get a 

licence for a smaller vehicle. This would make around 

20,000 more HGV driving tests available every year and 

mean drivers can gain their licence and enter the industry 

more quickly - without reducing the rigour of the test. 

We've already provided a 50% increase in testing 

compared to pre Covid. These measures go even further. 

These new measures follow a public consultation over the 

summer, which saw thousands of respondents, including 

industry leaders, support the move as a positive step to 

help the sector tackle the lorry driver shortage currently 

affecting countries around the world. Some of these 

changes will generate additional capacity for HGV tests 

very rapidly, and we will shortly lay the appropriate 

licensing regulations before the House. These changes 

will not change the standard of driving required to drive 

an HGV, with road safety continuing to be of paramount 

importance. Any driver who does not demonstrate utmost 

competence will not be granted a licence. All car drivers 

will also still be encouraged to undertake training to tow 

trailers and caravans. 

A new cross-government ministerial group has been set 

up to monitor labour supply chains, identify pinch points 

and consider necessary government action. Chaired by 

CDL and meeting on a weekly basis, the group includes 

ministers from numerous Government departments 

including the DfT, DfE, Home Office, BEIS and DEFRA 

to make sure all angles are being considered. 

The driver shortage is a widespread problem affecting 

countries across Europe and also the United States, 

caused by a range of factors, including an ageing 

workforce. Today’s announcement will ramp up driver 

testing and numbers and help industry leaders build a 

resilient haulage sector which attracts drivers from across 

society. 
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Written Answers 
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DNACPR Decisions: Coronavirus 

Asked by Lord Balfe 

To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to the 

reported increase in the use of Do Not Attempt 

Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation orders during the 

COVID-19 pandemic, what additional guidance they 

have provided to hospitals regarding consulting patients 

and their families prior to such orders being issued; and 

when this guidance was distributed. [HL2332] 

Lord Bethell: Failure to consult people and their 

families on decisions around CPR causes significant 

distress and we have taken decisive action to prevent this 

from happening. NHS England and NHS Improvement 

clinical leaders issued a number of letters to the health 

and social care system throughout April and May 2020, 

and in March 2021, to clarify best practice around do not 

attempt cardiopulmonary resuscitation (DNACPR) 

decisions. 

Joint guidance for clinicians from the British Medical 

Association, the Resuscitation Council UK and Royal 

College of Nursing reflects that agreement to a DNACPR 

is an individual decision and should involve the person 

concerned or, where the person lacks capacity, their 

families, carers, guardians or other legally recognised 

advocates. The Department reiterated this message in the 

Adult Social Care Winter Plan in 2020. 

The DNACPR Ministerial Oversight Group continues 

to review the resources available to ensure adherence to 

DNACPR guidance across the system. Sensitive and well 

communicated DNACPRs can and should be an important 

part of patient care and end of life experience. We are 

committed to taking continued action to ensure those 

decisions are managed and communicated well in all 

settings. 

General Practitioners: Coronavirus 

Asked by Baroness McIntosh of Pickering 

To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to the 

letters from NHS England and NHS Improvement to 

GP practices dated 17 March 2020 and 4 August 2020, 

when additional costs related to COVID-19 borne by 

dispensing GPs will be reimbursed. [HL2376] 

Lord Bethell: Dispensing practices continue to be 

reimbursed for additional costs related to COVID-19 in 

the same way as non-dispensing practices. At the 

beginning of the pandemic the COVID-19 support fund 

for general practice (GP) reimbursed practices for 

additional expenditure they incurred for absence cover, 

bank holiday opening and the costs of some 

consumables.  A further £270 million has been made 

available from November 2020 until September 2021, 

allocated to systems and ring-fenced exclusively for use 

in GP to ensure practices can continue to provide the 

necessary care for all patients. 

Trade Promotion 

Asked by Lord Taylor of Warwick 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what plans they 

have to streamline administration of support to the 

UK’s export scheme to help small firms access trade 

programmes more easily. [HL2463] 

Lord Grimstone of Boscobel: To make access to UK 

Export Finance (UKEF) support quicker and easier for 

firms, the General Export Facility is being delivered 

through leading high street lenders on a delegated basis, 

so that in many instances a guarantee can be granted 

automatically and with little waiting time. UKEF has also 

increased the amount that participating banks can 

administer automatically from £2 million to £5 million, 

allowing applications to be processed more quickly. 

Veterans: Mental Health Services 

Asked by Baroness Bennett of Manor Castle 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what plans they 

have to provide additional mental health support for UK 

veterans of the war in Afghanistan. [HL2336] 

Lord Bethell: In England, veterans are able to access 

both mainstream and veteran specific services. There are 

several bespoke veterans’ services in place to meet the 

needs of military personnel, veterans and their families. 

This includes very strong mental health support, known as 

‘Op COURAGE: The Veterans Mental Health and 

Wellbeing Service’, which has received over 16,000 

referrals to date. Together these services provide a 

complete mental health care pathway for veterans with 

individuals benefitting from personalised care plans, 

ensuring they can access support and treatment both in 

and out of hours. 

The Government has committed an additional £2.7 

million to expand these services which will directly 

benefit at-risk veterans, some of whom may have been 

impacted by the recent events in Afghanistan. 
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