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Written Statements 
Thursday, 15 July 2021 

Bereavement Benefits Remedial Order 

[HLWS178] 

Baroness Stedman-Scott: We have today laid the draft 

proposal for a Bereavement Benefits (2021) Remedial 

Order. Copies of the draft proposed Remedial Order and 

Explanatory Memorandum are available in the Journal 

Office and the Vote Office (Commons) and the Printed 

Paper Office (Lords). 

Delivery of Food and Essential Goods 

[HLWS181] 

Lord Greenhalgh: My Rt Hon. Friend, the Secretary 

of State for the Ministry of Housing, Communities and 

Local Government (Robert Jenrick) has today made the 

following Written Ministerial Statement: 

I wish to update the House on the measures the 

Government is taking to ensure the availability of food, 

sanitary and other essential goods. 

The food sector is facing a new, exceptional challenge 

resulting from the acute shortage of HGV drivers across 

the distribution network. This is resulting in missed 

deliveries of food and other essential goods and has the 

potential to lead to significant shortages. The Government 

wants to respond to this proactively by ensuring the 

industry has the tools available to effectively respond to 

these pressures to minimise any disruption to the public. 

My colleague, the Rt Hon Grant Shapps, introduced 

measures on 12 July 2021 aimed at proactively addressing 

this issue, through the temporary relaxation of HGV 

driving time regulations. I wish to complement these 

measures by making this Written Ministerial Statement 

about the enforcement of planning conditions relating to 

delivery hours to retailers of food, sanitary and other 

essential goods. This will allow for both measures to 

work in tandem, providing the industry with much needed 

logistical flexibility. We believe these measures will 

provide supermarkets, other retailers of food and essential 

goods and their suppliers with increased flexibility over 

deliveries to ensure a consistent supply of essential goods. 

Many supermarkets, food retailers and distribution 

centres in England are subject to controls which restrict 

the time and number of deliveries from lorries and other 

delivery vehicles, particularly at night. These include 

planning conditions, which are necessary to make the 

development acceptable to local residents who might 

otherwise suffer from traffic, noise and other local 

amenity issues as a result of these deliveries. 

The National Planning Policy Framework already 

emphasises that planning enforcement is a discretionary 

activity, and local planning authorities should act 

proportionately in responding to suspected breaches of 

planning control. 

The purpose of this Written Ministerial Statement, 

which comes into effect immediately, is to make clear that 

local planning authorities should take a positive approach 

to their engagement with food retailers and distributors, as 

well as the freight industry, to ensure planning controls 

are not a barrier to deliveries of food, sanitary and other 

essential goods. 

Local planning authorities should not seek to undertake 

planning enforcement action which would result in 

unnecessarily restricting deliveries of food, sanitary and 

other essential goods during this period, having regard to 

their legal obligations. The Government recognises that it 

may be necessary for action to be taken in relation to the 

impacts on neighbours of sustained disturbance due to 

deliveries outside of conditioned hours, particularly where 

this affects sleep. In this case a local planning authority 

should consider any efforts made by retailers to manage 

and mitigate such disturbance, taking into account the 

degree and longevity of amenity impacts. 

On 13 March 2020, I made a similar statement to the 

house in response to the Covid-19 pandemic. We kept this 

under review and extended the provisions with additional 

statements as necessary. This statement will replace all 

my previous statements on the matter. 

This Written Ministerial Statement only covers England 

and will expire on 31 January 2022, giving direction to 

the industry and local planning authorities over the next 

six months. We will keep the need for this statement 

under review. 

European Union Finances: Annual Statement 

[HLWS177] 

Lord Agnew of Oulton: My right honourable friend 

the Chief Secretary to the Treasury (Steve Barclay) has 

today made the following Written Ministerial Statement. 

I have today laid before Parliament the “European 

Union Finances 2020: statement on the 2020 EU Budget 

and measures to counter fraud and financial 

mismanagement” (CP472). This is an annual publication 

and is the fortieth in the series. This edition of the 

statement is the last in this publication series that will 

cover the period of the UK’s membership of the 

EU (which lasted until 31 January 

2020) and also covers the 11 month transition period that 

ended on 31 December 2020. 

This year, Annex E of the statement provides 

additional detail on the assurance arrangements that HM 

Treasury has introduced in relation to the financial 

settlement under the Withdrawal Agreement, and 

which was reflected in domestic law in the European 

Union (Withdrawal Agreement) Act 2020. HM Treasury 

has worked with the European Commission and its 

implementing partners to ensure their systems and 

controls over financial reporting are suitable for the 

specific requirements of the Withdrawal Agreement. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-statement/Lords/2021-07-15/HLWS178/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-statement/Lords/2021-07-15/HLWS181/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/temporary-relaxation-of-the-enforcement-of-the-retained-eu-drivers-hours-rules-all-road-haulage-sectors-within-great-britain
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/temporary-relaxation-of-the-enforcement-of-the-retained-eu-drivers-hours-rules-all-road-haulage-sectors-within-great-britain
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/temporary-relaxation-of-the-enforcement-of-the-retained-eu-drivers-hours-rules-all-road-haulage-sectors-within-great-britain
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The first invoice under the financial settlement was 

received in April 2021 in relation to payments to be 

made in the period June to September 2021. The net UK 

liability under the first invoice was €3.74 billion and the 

first of four equal monthly instalments was paid at the end 

of June. A second invoice, covering payments due 

in the period from October 2021 to April 2022, is due in 

September. 

The document also provides an updated HM Treasury 

estimate of the total value of the financial settlement. HM 

Treasury estimate that the current value of the financial 

settlement is £37.3bn. This remains within the 

Government’s previously published reasonable central 

range, adjusted to take into account the UK’s 31 January 

2020 exit date. In Annex E, HM Treasury provides an 

updated summary of the financial settlement, other costs 

set out in the Withdrawal Agreement and short-term 

public expenditure costs. 

The 2020 statement also includes a new Annex F on UK 

participation in EU programmes under the Trade and 

Cooperation Agreement. This sets out an update on the 

EU programmes the UK is set to associate with later this 

year. 

Government Chemist Review 2020 

[HLWS175] 

Lord Callanan: My Honourable friend the Minister for 

Science, Research and Innovation (Amanda Solloway) 

has today made the following statement: 

The twenty-fourth Annual Review of the Government 

Chemist has been received. The Review will be placed in 

the Libraries of the House plus those of the Devolved 

Administrations in Wales and Northern Ireland. The 

Review will also be laid before the Scottish Parliament. 

The Government Chemist is the Referee Analyst named 

in Acts of Parliament. The Government Chemist’s team 

carry out analysis in high-profile or legally disputed 

cases. A range of referee analysis work was carried out 

during 2020, which included the evaluation of genetically 

Modified Organisms in rice products, honey authenticity 

and the labelling of a novel food supplement. The 

Government Chemist continues to work closely with 

government departments, their governance group, 

Devolved Administrations, Non-Governmental 

Organisations and industry, to address strategic cross-

department issues such as cannabidiol (CBD) and SARS-

CoV-2 viral detection. 

Government Hospitality Wine Cellar 

Biannual Report 2018-20 

[HLWS174] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: My Honourable Friend, 

the Minister for Asia (Nigel Adams), has made the 

following Written Ministerial Statement: 

I have today placed a copy of the Government 

Hospitality Wine Cellar Bi-Annual Report for the 

Financial Years 2018-19 and 2019-20 in the Libraries of 

both Houses. 

Following the outcome of the review of the 

Government Hospitality Wine Cellar in 2011, this Bi-

Annual Report continues our commitment to reporting to 

Parliament on the use of the Wine Cellar, covering 

consumption, stock purchases, costs, and value for 

money. The wine cellar has been self-funding since 

2011/12, through the sale of some high-value stock and 

payments made by other Government departments for 

events organised by Government Hospitality. 

The report notes that in 2018-19: 

• The highest consumption level by volume was again 

of English and Welsh wine, at 53% of the total (cf. 57% 

in 17/18); 

• Purchases amounted to £46,906 (ex-VAT), a decrease 

of nearly 18% by value cf. £56,976 in 17/18; 

• The highest volume of purchases was of English and 

Welsh wines at 49% of the total; 

• Consumption by volume increased by some 2.8% in 

FY 2018/19; 

• Sales of stock amounted to £44,200 (cf. £50,600 in 

FY 17/18); and 

• Further funds from other government departments 

added £16,985 to the overall receipts (cf. £26,494 in 

17/18). 

The report notes in 2019-20: 

• The highest consumption level by volume was again 

of English wines, at 56% of the total; 

• Consumption by volume fell overall by 17.5% in FY 

2019/20; 

• The highest volume of purchases was of English or 

Welsh wines at 73% of the total; 

• No sales were achieved due to the advent of the 

Coronavirus pandemic, but funds recovered from other 

government departments added £23, 220 to the overall 

receipts; and 

• Purchases amounted to £73,091, due to major 

purchases of English still and sparkling wines. 

Government Transparency and 

Accountability 

[HLWS183] 

Lord True: My Hon. Friend, the Minister of State for 

the Constitution and Devolution (Chloe Smith MP), has 

today made the following written statement: 

Since 2010, the Government has been at the forefront of 

opening up data to allow Parliament, the public and the 

media to hold public bodies to account. 

Despite the need to reprioritise resources to respond to 

the COVID-19 pandemic, central government 

departments continue to publish core transparency data. 

Such online transparency is crucial to delivering value for 

money, cutting waste and inefficiency, and ensuring every 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-statement/Lords/2021-07-15/HLWS175/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-statement/Lords/2021-07-15/HLWS174/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-statement/Lords/2021-07-15/HLWS183/


Written Statements 15 July 2021 Page 3 

pound of taxpayers’ money is spent in the best possible 

way. 

Following the recent Declaration on Government 

Reform, the Government will continue to look at how the 

range of information published by Government can be 

improved and made as useful as possible to the public, 

press and Parliament. 

The following subject areas include documents and 

information that the Government is due to publish. This 

statement also includes updates on cross-government 

work on outcome delivery plans, business appointment 

rules, information management guidance for public 

authorities and policy work on ministerial absences. 

Outcome Delivery Plans 

The Government is today publishing Outcome Delivery 

Plans for the financial year 2021 to 22. Outcome Delivery 

Plans form the basis of the revised Government planning 

and performance framework, building and improving on 

the previous Single Departmental Plan framework. 

Outcome Delivery Plans set out how each UK 

Government department is working towards the delivery 

of its priority outcomes, which were first and 

provisionally published at Spending Review 2020. 

Priority outcomes capture the Government’s most 

important long-term policy objectives, from maximising 

employment and improving skills to achieving net zero by 

2050. 

In areas where closer working between departments 

would achieve better results, 16 outcomes were agreed on 

a cross-cutting basis between departments - reflecting the 

Government’s commitment to breaking down silos and 

enabling stronger collaboration between departments. 

Outcome Delivery Plans place a greater emphasis on joint 

working between departments, enabling departments to 

plan together to deliver shared outcomes. The 

Government has also identified provisional metrics for 

each outcome at Spending Review 2020, against which 

progress towards delivering these outcomes will be 

measured. 

Since the Spending Review 2020, these priority 

outcomes and metrics have been further refined and 

revisions to those are reflected in Outcome Delivery 

Plans. Priority outcomes and metrics will be reviewed 

again where appropriate at the next Spending Review 

later this year. 

In addition to setting out the strategy for achieving 

priority outcomes, departments also identify plans for 

delivering critical enabling activities, which are crucial to 

the successful delivery of outcomes. These enabling 

activities include: attracting and investing in skilled 

people; embracing innovation; and strengthening 

functional expertise to support the delivery of outcomes. 

To ensure we deliver on our sustainability commitments 

and make the Civil Service the UK’s most inclusive 

employer, the plans set out how departments are driving 

sustainability, how their work contributes to the delivery 

of the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals 

and the Government’s equality objectives. 

The new plans also place greater emphasis on high-

quality evaluation, which is critical to understanding what 

works. This builds on the detailed overviews of evidence 

bases and valuation plans that departments provided to 

inform decisions at Spending Review 2020. 

The Government uses regular reporting to monitor 

progress against Outcome Delivery Plans. Parliament and 

the public will be able to review how each department is 

performing against its priority outcomes in their Annual 

Report and Accounts, which departments publish 

annually after the end of each financial year. More regular 

performance information for many of the metrics agreed 

for priority outcomes can be found in official statistics 

and other public datasets. Hyperlinks to these datasets 

have been included in Outcome Delivery Plans to make 

this data more accessible to the public. 

Transparency in delivery of major projects 

The Cabinet Office is publishing the Annual Report on 

Major Projects 2020-21 (and accompanying quarterly 

Government Major Projects Portfolio data taken as a 

snapshot at 31 March 2021). The annual publication on 

the Government's major projects raises awareness of how 

Government is improving public services, providing value 

for money and benefits for citizens through its major 

projects. The report and accompanying spreadsheets 

detail the 183 projects on the Government's Major Project 

Portfolio. 

Ministerial Transparency 

Departments will be today publishing the routine 

quarterly Ministerial data on external meetings, gifts, 

hospitality and overseas travel. 

Transparency on Special Advisers and Senior Officials 

Special advisers are a critical part of the team 

supporting Ministers. They add a political dimension to 

the advice and assistance available to Ministers while 

reinforcing the impartiality of the permanent Civil Service 

by distinguishing the source of political advice and 

support. 

In line with legislation, each year the Cabinet Office 

publishes a list of Special Advisers and their costs. Today, 

the Cabinet Office will be publishing the list of special 

advisers in post along with the cost of special advisers 

from the previous financial year (April 2020 - March 

2021). 

The Cabinet Office will also be publishing quarterly 

data on gifts and hospitality received by special advisers, 

as well as information on special adviser meetings with 

senior media figures and business appointment rules 

advice. 

Departments will also be publishing routine quarterly 

data on the travel, expenses and meetings of senior 

officials and on business appointment rules advice. 

Transparency in the Civil Service 

Alongside routine workforce management information 

and sickness data, departments will shortly be publishing 

updated organograms. 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/993902/FINAL_Declaration_on_Government_Reform.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/993902/FINAL_Declaration_on_Government_Reform.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/993902/FINAL_Declaration_on_Government_Reform.pdf
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Transparency on correspondence 

The Cabinet Office is publishing correspondence data 

on the performance of departments and agencies in 

responding to correspondence from Members of 

Parliament and Members of the House of Lords during 

the calendar years 2018, 2019 and 2020. 

Transparency in public bodies and public appointments 

The Cabinet Office will today be publishing ‘Public 

Bodies 2020’. Public Bodies play a vital role in the 

delivery of public services for all our citizens, covering 

wide-ranging functions. Well-governed, effective and 

efficient public bodies enable the Government to deliver 

its priorities. Public Bodies 2020 is an annual directory 

that provides a single transparent source of top-level 

financial and non-financial data on all executive agencies, 

non-departmental public bodies and non-ministerial 

departments across Government. 

The Cabinet Office will also be publishing public 

appointments data. The public appointments data report 

provides a breakdown of the diversity of public 

appointees who were in roles covered by the Governance 

Code on public appointments on 31 March 2020 and 

those appointed to such roles between 1 April 2019 and 

31 March 2020. The latter data is a subset of the 

information published in the Commissioner for Public 

Appointments’ annual report. 

Management of public authority records and 

information 

The Government is publishing a revised Code of 

Practice on records management. Under Section 46(1) of 

the Freedom of Information Act 2000, the Secretary of 

State for Digital, Culture, Media & Sport has a duty to 

publish, and a right to revise, a Code of Practice providing 

guidance to relevant authorities on the management of 

their records. The Code is a technical document aimed at 

supporting information management professionals in 

public authorities to discharge their duties under the Act. 

In 2018, the National Archives was commissioned to 

undertake a routine review of the Code. The Code has 

since been revised and updated on a principles-based, 

format-neutral basis, bringing the existing 2009 code up 

to date with contemporary information management 

practice and the modern digital working environment. The 

revised Code places information management in the 

context of broad principles, providing a more accessible 

framework which outlines how authorities should best 

manage their information to support appropriate public 

access under the Act. The Code also clarifies the basis on 

which the Advisory Council on National Records and 

Archives operates. 

Ministerial Absences - Further Work 

Following the passing of the Ministerial and other 

Maternity Allowances Act in March of this year, the 

Government has continued work considering the practical 

and policy considerations surrounding other forms of 

Ministerial absence. We are specifically considering 

whether provision can be extended in circumstances of 

paternity leave, adoption leave, shared parental leave and 

sickness leave. These are complex issues which require 

careful consideration, taking into account modern 

working practices and the wider constitutional context. 

The Government has continued to make progress in its 

consideration of these issues as they relate to Ministers 

but is mindful of related work in other areas looking at the 

wider workforce and provisions for MPs, led by IPSA. 

The Government will present a report focused on 

ministerial leave provision to Parliament in the Autumn, 

setting out considerations and proposals. 

Improving the Business Appointment Rules 

As the Government has previously set out, the Cabinet 

Office is working with the Advisory Committee on 

Business Appointments to improve the operation and 

efficacy of the Business Appointment Rules. The work 

will consider and implement improvements to the scope 

and clarity of the Rules, including the enforcement of the 

rules with an update to the Rules later this year. The 

Cabinet Office is also working closely with Departments 

to improve the consistency and proportionality of the 

implementation of the rules, including improving training 

on and communication of the rules. 

Copies of associated documents are being placed in the 

Library of the House and will be published on GOV.UK. 

Mental Health Act Reform: Consultation 

Response 

[HLWS185] 

Lord Bethell: My Rt Hon Friend the Secretary of State 

for Health and Social Care (Sajid Javid) has today made 

the following written ministerial statement: 

The Government has today published the joint 

Department of Health and Social Care and Ministry of 

Justice consultation response to the White Paper 

Reforming the Mental Health Act, published in January 

this year. 

The publication of this report represents a significant 

milestone on the road to reform of the Mental Health Act, 

a once in a generation reform programme. It summarises 

the invaluable and constructive responses that we have 

heard from the public and stakeholders, and takes us a 

step closer towards the fulfilment of two Manifesto 

commitments: 

• That we “will legislate so that patients suffering from 

mental health conditions…have greater control over 

their treatment and receive the dignity and respect they 

deserve”. 

• That we “will make it easier for people with learning 

disabilities and autism to be discharged from hospital 

and improve how they are treated in law”. 

In January we published a Mental Health Act White 

Paper, responding to the Independent Review of the 

Mental Health Act which was conducted by Sir Simon 

Wessely and published in 2018. 

This White Paper set out that we will be accepting the 

vast majority of the recommendations and asked a series 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-statement/Lords/2021-07-15/HLWS185/
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of consultation questions on the detail and 

implementation of the proposals. 

Since the consultation closed in April, we have 

analysed more than 1,700 responses. In parallel to the 

consultation, our departments have held policy 

development workshops to get richer insights from 

service users, clinicians, and those with lived experience 

of detention under the Act, on the details of the proposals. 

The consultation response, published today, includes no 

new policy announcements, and instead reports on the 

feedback from clinicians, service users, those with lived 

experience of detention, and other key stakeholders on the 

35 questions posed in the White Paper to gather views on 

the best way to implement the reforms and ensure they 

achieve their aims, and inform further policy development 

as we progress towards a Bill to reform the Act, which we 

will bring forward when parliamentary time allows. 

The response has been overwhelmingly positive, with 

general support for the proposals and direction of travel 

set out in the White Paper. The responses have provided 

valuable insights on the practicalities of implementation, 

which our departments will work through, and continue to 

engage as we do so. We are committed to continue the 

open policy making approach, in order to bring forward a 

Bill which will improve how the Act works for everyone. 

There are a small number of areas where the consultation 

response did not support the direction of travel set out in 

the White Paper, or there were mixed views on the 

proposals. We will reflect on the feedback received, and 

continue to engage with key stakeholders, prior to taking 

final policy decisions to inform the Bill. 

National Lottery Products: Consultation on 

Sales by 16 and 17-year-olds 

[HLWS176] 

Baroness Barran: My Right Honourable Friend the 

Minister of State for Media and Data, John Whittingdale 

MP, has made the following Statement: 

The National Lottery has made a huge contribution to 

life in the UK since it was launched in 1994, raising over 

£43bn for arts, sports, heritage and community projects. 

More recently, it has contributed over £1.2bn to those 

affected by the Coronavirus pandemic, supporting 

everything from our outdoor spaces to our museums, 

theatres and sports clubs, helping to keep us active, 

entertained and safe. 

Following a consultation, the Government announced 

last year that it was raising the age at which National 

Lottery tickets can be bought and sold from 16 to 18, 

protecting young people from the possible risk of 

gambling harm. The legislation comes into force on 

October 1st and the operator and retailers have already 

stopped selling tickets to anyone aged below 18. 

Since then, it has emerged that the increase to 18 for the 

minimum age to sell in particular may lead to operational 

difficulties for some retailers who employ young people 

aged 16 and 17. 

In order to balance the need for a smooth transition for 

retailers with the intent of the original policy, this 

consultation published today seeks views on a minor 

technical easement which would introduce an approved 

sales mechanism for National Lottery products. This will 

be based on the systems already in place for alcohol sales 

in England, Wales and Scotland, and sales of tobacco and 

nicotine vaping products in Scotland, through which a 

designated person aged 18 or over can approve a sale by 

someone under 18 years old. This approach therefore 

builds on an existing framework and maintains the intent 

of the original policy. 

I look forward to hearing views of interested parties 

during the consultation. 

Sanctions and Anti-Money Laundering Act 

2018: Report on Regulations Made 

[HLWS179] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: I am today laying before 

Parliament a report, ‘Report under section 32 of the 

Sanctions and Anti-Money Laundering Act 2018 on the 

exercise of power to make Regulations under section 1 of 

the Act’. 

The report details the regulations made under section 1 

of the Sanctions and Anti-Money Laundering Act 2018 

during the reporting period from 23 May 2020 to 22 May 

2021, with a focus on those regulations which are aimed 

at dealing with gross violations of human rights. 

We have also included information on additional 

actions the government has taken related to human rights 

sanctions, including information on certain designations 

made in relation to serious human rights abuses or 

violations. 

Skills for Jobs 

[HLWS180] 

Baroness Berridge: My right honourable friend the 

Secretary of State for Education (Gavin Williamson) has 

today made the following statement: 

Today, as the Government continues to build back 

better from the pandemic and begins the critical work of 

levelling up our country, the Department for Education is 

announcing the next steps towards delivering the 

ambitious reforms set out in the Skills for Jobs White 

Paper. 

This includes announcing the Skills Accelerator 

trailblazer areas, a further expansion of Skills Bootcamps, 

publishing the National Skills Fund Consultation and 

launching a consultation seeking views on simplifying 

funding for adult skills and strengthening the 

accountability of colleges. 

These reforms will help to put employers at the heart of 

the system, making sure people have the skills they need 

to get good jobs in the areas our economy needs. They 

will also ensure people have the opportunity to train, 

retrain and upskill at any stage while empowering and 

enabling providers to deliver these reforms. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-statement/Lords/2021-07-15/HLWS176/
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/consultation-on-introducing-an-approved-sale-mechanism-for-the-sale-of-national-lottery-products-by-16-and-17-year-olds
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/consultation-on-introducing-an-approved-sale-mechanism-for-the-sale-of-national-lottery-products-by-16-and-17-year-olds
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-statement/Lords/2021-07-15/HLWS179/
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Skills Accelerator 

The Skills Accelerator programme will give employers 

a central role working with colleges, other providers, and 

local stakeholders to shape technical skills provision so 

that it meets labour market needs. It establishes 

partnerships led by employer representative bodies, 

developing Local Skills Improvement Plans that will 

drive investment in the skills sector. 

We are now taking the next step towards delivering the 

Skills Accelerator, by announcing 18 development fund 

pilot areas, of which 8 will also be Local Skills 

Improvement Plan trailblazer areas. Details can be 

accessed here at: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/skills-

accelerator-trailblazers-and-pilots. 

The new employer-led plans will ensure that technical 

education and training is well-aligned to what employers 

need. Ultimately, this will support learners to develop the 

skills that will enable them to get a well-paid and secure 

job, no matter where they live, and in the sectors that are 

critical to our future economic success. 

Members of the pilot development fund collaborations 

will deliver their proposals, which will enable and 

enhance strategic partnerships between employers and 

post-16 providers, and test how these alliances will help 

shape future technical skills provision. 

Skills Bootcamps expansion 

Since the Prime Minister set out his vision for the 

Lifetime Skills Guarantee last year, the Free Courses for 

Jobs and Skills Bootcamps have been helping adults to 

gain valuable skills that employers need. Both these adult 

skills offers are funded through the National Skills Fund, 

a long term, substantial investment of £2.5bn to drive 

adult retraining at the advanced and higher technical skills 

levels the nation needs. 

The National Skills Fund has successfully delivered the 

first wave of Skills Bootcamps and we are pleased to 

announce the next wave of this exciting, transformational 

programme – this expansion will roll out more in demand 

skills to approximately 16,000 adults by the end of March 

2022. These innovative, flexible courses of up to 16 

weeks will continue to give adults aged 19 and over the 

opportunity to build up sector-specific skills and fast-

track to an interview with a local employer. These Skills 

Bootcamps cover a wide range of digital, technical and 

construction skills, including software development, data 

analytics, construction site management and retrofitting. 

We are expanding the Skills Bootcamps so they are 

available to adults across the country and registration for 

the first of these is open now, with more becoming 

available over the coming weeks. Details are available 

here at: 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/free-courses-for-jobs. 

National Skills Fund Consultation 

Through the National Skills Fund, we are already 

delivering the Free Courses For Jobs offer which provides 

adults across England with the opportunity to achieve 

their first full Level 3 qualification by giving access to 

around 400 fully funded courses. While Free Courses for 

Jobs and Skills Bootcamps are already enabling thousands 

of adults to gain valuable skills, we know there is much 

more to do and the potential for what we could do through 

the Fund is great. 

That is why today we are launching a national 

consultation to help us ensure that we use National Skills 

Fund investment effectively to meet the skills needs of 

adults and employers to the end of this parliament. 

We are keen to hear from a wide range of stakeholders 

in response to the consultation, as it presents stakeholders 

with an excellent opportunity to feed back on the Free 

Courses for Jobs and Skills Bootcamps which are already 

being funded through National Skills Fund investment. 

The consultation also requests views on meeting critical 

skills needs to help us ensure we deliver valued skills that 

will help us build back better. 

The consultation closes on the 17 September and can be 

accessed via: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/national-

skills-fund. 

Funding and Accountability Consultation 

Today we are also launching a consultation seeking 

views on simplifying funding for adult skills and 

strengthening the accountability of colleges. 

This consultation delivers a key commitment of the 

Skills for Jobs White Paper. The proposed changes aim 

to: 

• make sure colleges and other providers are better 

supported to focus on helping their students into good 

jobs employers are recruiting for, now and in the future; 

• reduce the complexity of adult funding through the 

Skills Fund; and 

• define clearer roles and responsibilities for Ofsted and 

the Further Education Commissioner. 

The consultation closes on the 7 October and can be 

accessed via: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/reforms-

to-fe-funding-and-accountability. 

Conclusion 

Today's announcements are key milestones in the 

delivery of our ambitious Skills for Jobs reform 

programme which will transform the whole skills system 

so that we can train the dynamic and flexible workforce 

needed to rebuild our economy, build backer greener, and 

compete globally. 

Traffic Light System Update 

[HLWS182] 

Baroness Vere of Norbiton: My Right Honourable 

friend, the Secretary of State for Transport (Grant 

Shapps), has made the following Ministerial Statement: 

From 04:00 BST Monday 19 July, the following 

countries will be added to the Government’s green list: 
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• Bulgaria 

• Croatia 

• Hong Kong 

• Taiwan 

Croatia and Taiwan will also be added to the green 

watchlist, signalling to passengers that these countries are 

potentially at risk of moving from green to amber at short 

notice, should swift action be required in order to protect 

public health in England. Passengers arriving from green 

list destinations need to provide evidence of a negative 

COVID-19 test result prior to travel and take a further test 

on day 2 of their arrival in the UK. 

The following countries are being added to the amber 

list: 

• Balearic Islands 

• British Virgin Islands 

As announced on Thursday 8 July, arrivals from amber 

list countries who have been fully vaccinated under the 

UK vaccination programme (plus 14 days), will no longer 

need to quarantine or take a day 8 test if they can provide 

proof of their vaccination status to carriers in advance of 

travel to England. This policy will also apply to those on a 

formally approved UK COVID-19 vaccine clinical trial, 

and children under the age of 18. These changes will also 

take effect from 04:00 BST Monday 19 July. 

Non-vaccinated passengers arriving from amber 

countries need to provide evidence of a negative test 

result prior to travel, self-isolate at home for 10 days, and 

take a test on day 2 and day 8 after arrival. As before, 

these passengers will have the option to take a further test 

on day 5 and end their 10-day self-isolation early, upon 

receipt of a negative test result. 

The following countries are being added to the red list 

as they present a high public health risk to the UK from 

known variants of concern, known high-risk variants 

under investigation or as a result of very high in-country 

or territory prevalence of COVID-19: 

• Cuba 

• Indonesia 

• Myanmar 

• Sierra Leone 

Passengers arriving from these destinations, irrespective 

of vaccination status, will be required to self-isolate in a 

managed quarantine hotel, provide a valid notification of 

a negative test result prior to travel and take a test on day 

2 and 8 after their arrival. 

All arrivals into the UK must continue to complete a 

Passenger Locator Form. 

As health matters are devolved, the Devolved 

Administrations will confirm their respective positions in 

due course. 

 

 

UK Carrier Strike Group: Phase 1 Update 

[HLWS184] 

Baroness Goldie: My right hon. Friend the Secretary of 

State for Defence (The Rt Hon Ben Wallace MP) has 

made the following Written Ministerial Statement: 

On 23 May the UK Carrier Strike Group (CSG21) set 

sail on her maiden operational deployment and has now 

completed the first phase. The Strike Group’s route has 

taken them through the eastern Atlantic, the 

Mediterranean and in the final weeks of June, they were 

operating in the Black Sea and delivering combat 

missions from the eastern Mediterranean concurrently. 

During the first phase CSG21 has undertaken an 

impressive array of exercises working with NATO allies 

and key international partners. Exercise Steadfast 

Defender was the principal NATO exercise during this 

period, but we also participated in dual-carrier operations 

with our French allies, with HMS Queen Elizabeth sailing 

in company with the FS Charles de Gaulle. 

The carrier air wing has undertaken a range of air 

exercises including Atlantic Trident and Gallic Strike 

with the US and France; Falcon Strike with Italy, the US 

and Israel; and Tri-Lightning with the US and Israel. 

This was also a period of concentrated operational 

activity and development of the carrier strike capability. 

We provided support to ongoing NATO operations in the 

Black Sea and NATO’s maritime security operation (Sea 

Guardian) in the Mediterranean. For around two weeks, 

CSG21 provided support to Operation SHADER, the UK 

contribution to the Coalition effort to defeat Daesh in Iraq 

and Syria. While in the Black Sea and Eastern 

Mediterranean we had to deal with persistent and often 

irresponsible harassment by Russian forces. This 

unfortunate continuation of Russian aggression was dealt 

with exceptionally by our forces, demonstrating not only 

the capabilities of the CSG, but also the professionalism 

and restraint of our Service personnel. 

Ships from the Strike Group have conducted port visits 

to Cyprus, Egypt, Greece, Georgia, Israel, Italy, 

Montenegro, Romania, Spain, Turkey and Ukraine. The 

programmes and ministerial attendance around those 

visits helped enhance security, diplomatic and trade 

relationships that will make the world safer, and will 

protect and promote prosperity and the rule of law. 

We extend our enormous thanks and our great respect 

to all those nations and armed forces with whom we have 

engaged and worked alongside. This deployment is the 

Integrated Review in action and demonstrates the 

friendships and alliances that we have in place across the 

globe. Together with our allies we are developing a joint 

capability that is cutting-edge. 

Phase two of the of the deployment, began on 7 July, 

and will involve transiting the Suez Canal into the Red 

Sea ahead of the group crossing the Indian Ocean and on 

to the Indo-Pacific. 
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Whilst operating in the eastern Mediterranean HMS 

Diamond experienced some technical issues and has 

detached from the Task Group for maintenance, 

inspection and defect rectification. She is expected to re-

join the Task Group during the Indo-Pacific phase of the 

deployment. 

During phase one, as part of routine testing, Covid 19 

cases were detected on four vessels within the Strike 

Group. All deployed personnel on CSG21 are fully 

vaccinated, tested regularly and appropriate protocols 

were put in place to isolate the cases where possible. 

All personnel who are symptomatic are experiencing 

mild symptoms only and to date there has not been a 

single COVID-19 admission to sickbay. The Strike Group 

is currently at sea, has only contactless activity planned 

for the coming weeks, and will have had at least two 

weeks at sea before its next planned visits. We take 

nothing for granted in that regard and are working closely 

with partners to understand how we can balance 

engagement and interaction with safety for all concerned. 

It is also with deep regret that the Ministry of Defence 

can confirm that a Royal Navy sailor from HMS Kent 

died on 10 July 2021. The individual’s next of kin have 

been informed and have requested privacy at this difficult 

time. The Ministry of Defence offers its profound 

condolences to the individual’s family and friends. The 

Ship’s Company of HMS Kent are in our thoughts during 

this difficult time. 
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Written Answers 
Thursday, 15 July 2021 

Armed Forces: Coronavirus 

Asked by Lord Coaker 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what is their policy 

in relation to UK armed forces personnel deployed 

overseas who refuse a COVID-19 vaccine; and whether 

such personnel are required to return to the UK. 

[HL1633] 

Baroness Goldie: Defence's vaccination policy for all 

vaccines, is voluntary and administered under the 

principles of informed consent. Those who cannot or are 

refusing to take a COVID-19 vaccine would be subject to 

a risk assessment. If ineligible to deploy, they would be 

removed from the operational deployment and employed 

in an appropriate alternate role. 

Askham Bryan College: Grants 

Asked by Lord Campbell-Savours 

To ask Her Majesty's Government when Askham 

Bryan College of York’s application for a grant for a 

calf and grower teaching building for cattle was (1) 

submitted, and (2) approved; how much funding was 

provided; and on what date. [HL1630] 

Baroness Berridge: Askham Bryan College’s 

application for capital funds to support the development 

of a calf and grower teaching building for cattle was 

included in the Yorkshire and Humber Institute of 

Technology proposal which was submitted on 21 

November 2018. 

The Yorkshire and Humber Institute of Technology 

proposal was approved on 7 November 2019. 

Within the Yorkshire and Humber Institute of 

Technology proposal, Askham Bryan College were 

approved to receive £1,746,448 capital funds. 

Askham Bryan College have been paid £489,880 to 

date. The balance of funding, £1,256,568, is due to be 

paid in this financial year (2021/22). 

China: Prisoners' Release 

Asked by Lord Hylton 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what plans they 

have to ask the government of China to release the 

Catholic priests and seminarians arrested in Xinxiang in 

May. [HL1650] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: We are deeply 

concerned about restrictions on freedom of religion or 

belief in China, including the persecution of Christians, 

Muslims, Buddhists, and Falun Gong practitioners. The 

Foreign Secretary has personally raised our serious 

concerns with his Chinese counterpart, State Councillor 

and Foreign Minister Wang Yi, on a number of occasions, 

most recently on 27 May. We are also aware of the 

concerning reports that Catholic priests were arrested in 

Xinxiang in May, and will continue to monitor 

developments. We remain committed to working with our 

international partners to stand up for the rights of all 

religious minorities in China. 

Colombo Declaration on Sustainable 

Nitrogen Management 

Asked by Baroness Bennett of Manor Castle 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what consideration 

they have given, if any, to signing the Colombo 

Declaration on Sustainable Nitrogen Management. 

[HL1625] 

Lord Goldsmith of Richmond Park: The Government 

recognises that reactive nitrogen has damaging impacts on 

habitats, water and air quality and contributes to climate 

change. 

The UK is committed to tackling nitrogen and has a 

variety of regulations, incentive schemes and advice in 

place to help reduce the sources and impact of nitrogen 

pollution. 

For example, the UK has adopted legally binding 

targets to reduce emissions of two nitrogen-containing air 

pollutants - ammonia and nitrogen oxides. The Clean Air 

Strategy sets out comprehensive action to control 

emissions of these pollutants which is expected to reduce 

damaging deposition of reactive forms of nitrogen by 

17% over England’s protected priority sensitive habitats 

by 2030. 

The Government has been engaging with the 

International Nitrogen Management System and has been 

working at a regional level with the Government of Sri 

Lanka on the issue of nitrogen management. The 

Government will continue to monitor progress on the 

Colombo Declaration as this initiative develops. 

Conflict Resolution 

Asked by Baroness Sugg 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what 

contribution landmine clearance will make to the 

achievement of the aim set out in the Integrated Review 

that the UK will be seen globally as a leader in conflict 

prevention and resolution. [HL1657] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: The UK's mine action 

investments are a vital part of our global effort to promote 

conflict prevention and resolution. We invested £124 

million to help clear deadly explosive devices worldwide 

in the last three years through the Global Mine Action 

Programme 2. This funding has cleared and confirmed 

safe 394 million square metres, the equivalent of over 

55,000 football pitches, and delivered UK commitments 

under the Anti-Personnel Mine Ban Convention and the 

Cluster Munitions Convention. 
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In financial year 2021/22 we will remain a leading 

donor in this sector. 

Convention on Cluster Munitions 

Asked by Baroness Sugg 

To ask Her Majesty's Government when they will set 

out the UK's priorities for its upcoming term as 

president of the Convention on Cluster Munitions. 

[HL1658] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: The United Kingdom 

expects to take on the Presidency of the Convention on 

Cluster Munitions from 22 September. We are developing 

an action plan for how we can best use the Presidency to 

support our disarmament objectives and show our 

multilateral leadership. The plan will be finalised in the 

coming months. 

Coronavirus Self-isolation Payment Scheme 

Asked by Lord Taylor of Warwick 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what plans they 

have to increase self-isolation payment support once the 

Coronavirus Job Retention Scheme ends. [HL1737] 

Lord Agnew of Oulton: The purpose of the 

Coronavirus Job Retention Scheme (CJRS), which will 

end on 30 September, is to support businesses to preserve 

employer-employee matches. Since the start of the 

scheme, the CJRS guidance has been clear that: “Short 

term illness or self-isolation should not be a consideration 

when deciding if [employers] should furlough an 

employee”. The government will continue to keep other 

elements of its Covid-19 response under review. 

Electric Scooters: Confiscation Orders 

Asked by Baroness McIntosh of Pickering 

To ask Her Majesty's Government how many illegal 

e-scooters have been confiscated in (1) London, (2) 

Birmingham, and (3) other cities in England, in each of 

the last three months. [HL1652] 

Baroness Williams of Trafford: Information on 

numbers and types of vehicle seized is not held centrally. 

The Metropolitan Police seized over 1,000 scooters in 

June 2021. 

European Union: Finance 

Asked by Lord Pearson of Rannoch 

To ask Her Majesty's Government how much the UK 

has paid to the EU since the 2016 referendum; how 

much they anticipate the UK will pay to the EU in the 

future; and for what purposes. [HL1653] 

Lord Agnew of Oulton: The Government publishes a 

summary of the UK’s financial relationship with the 

European Union in an annual report to Parliament by HM 

Treasury. The latest edition of the European Union 

Finances Statement has been laid before Parliament today, 

covering the calendar year 2020 as well as certain 

information for previous years. A copy is available in the 

Library of the House. The Statement reports the UK’s 

contributions to the EU Budget and public-sector receipts 

from the EU, in addition to receipts which flow directly to 

the private sector without being included in Government 

accounts. The EU Finances Statement provides the most 

complete analysis of the UK’s financial relationship with 

the EU. 

The European Union Finances Statement also includes 

an annex on the impact of EU Withdrawal, which 

provides an updated estimate of the total value of the 

financial settlement. The Statement explains all 

components of the outstanding net liability and provides 

an extended description of the assurance arrangements 

which will ensure the UK pays only what it owes under 

the Withdrawal Agreement. 

Greece and Middle East: Refugees 

Asked by Lord Hylton 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment 

they have made of the number of refugee children in (1) 

Lebanon, (2) Jordan, (3) Turkey, and (4) Greece, who 

are not receiving primary education; and what 

assessment they have made of the steps necessary to 

improve (a) the availability, and (b) uptake, of 

education for these children. [HL1647] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: The UK is committed to 

providing refugee children with access to quality 

education. In Lebanon, since 2011 we have provided 

education to over 280,000 children, and support to over 

135,500 out-of-school boys and girls with nonformal 

education since 2016. In Jordan, the UK has supported 

over 130,000 Syrian refugee children access primary 

education. Approximately 85,000 Syrian refugee children 

remain without any type of learning. The Government 

does not hold figures for refugee children not receiving 

primary education in Turkey or Greece. As of March 

2021, the EU Managed Facility for Refugees in Turkey 

(FRIT), to which the UK is a leading contributor, had 

allocated €400 million to the "Promoting Integration of 

Syrian Kids into the Turkish Education System" project 

that has 627,582 Syrian students enrolled at public 

schools and 9,288 enrolled at Temporary Education 

Centres. In Greece, UK support has helped deliver 

educational programmes for vulnerable children and we 

will continue to work with Greek partners to identify 

opportunities to provide further support. 

HMS Defender: Black Sea 

Asked by Lord Truscott 

To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to the 

Written Answer by Baroness Goldie on 6 July (HL 

1576) and her remarks on 30 June (HL Deb, col 793) 

that HMS Defender was “conducting an innocent 

passage through a stretch of water open to international 
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navigation”, what military operation HMS Defender 

was engaged in on the Black Sea on 23 June. [HL1780] 

Baroness Goldie: HMS DEFENDER was in the Black 

Sea from 14 June - 2 July 2021 to conduct planned 

defence engagement activity with the Armed Forces of 

Ukraine and Georgia as a disaggregated unit of the 

Carrier Strike Group. These events focused on the UK's 

commitment to Black Sea security through capability 

demonstrations and exercising with other NATO allies 

and partners who operate in the Black Sea. 

Israel: Palestinians 

Asked by Lord Hylton 

To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they will 

meet the government of Israel to express concern about 

(1) house demolitions, and (2) forced evictions, of 

Palestinian communities. [HL1645] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: The UK regularly raises 

the issue of demolitions and forced evictions of 

Palestinians from their homes with the Government of 

Israel. The Foreign Secretary raised ongoing evictions, 

demolitions and settlement activity with the Israeli 

Authorities during his visit to the region on 26 May. The 

UK is clear that in all but the most exceptional of 

circumstances, demolitions and evictions are contrary to 

International Humanitarian Law. 

Jerusalem: Palestinians 

Asked by Baroness Sheehan 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what 

representations they will make to the government of 

Israel about protecting Palestinians living in the Silwan 

area of East Jerusalem from having their homes 

demolished. [HL1734] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: The UK regularly raises 

the issue of demolitions and forced evictions of 

Palestinians from their homes with the Government of 

Israel. The Foreign Secretary raised ongoing evictions, 

demolitions and settlement activity with the Israeli 

Authorities during his visit to the region on 26 May. The 

UK is clear that in all but the most exceptional of 

circumstances, evictions are contrary to International 

Humanitarian Law. We monitor the situation in Silwan 

closely, and officials regularly visit and attend related 

court hearings. 

Jordan and Lebanon: Refugees 

Asked by Lord Hylton 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment 

they have made of the number of refugees sheltered by 

(1) Lebanon, and (2) Jordan, relative to the (a) 

population size, and (b) economic resources, of those 

countries; and what plans they have to provide 

assistance to (i) the UNHCR, and (ii) refugee-hosting 

countries, to resettle refugees and close refugee camps. 

[HL1646] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: The UK recognises the 

tremendous generosity Lebanon and Jordan have shown 

in hosting significant numbers of refugees. Lebanon 

currently hosts 1.7 million refugees, the highest 

concentration of refugees per capita anywhere in the 

world. Jordan hosts approximately 667,000 registered 

Syrian refugees, 90,000 non-Syrian refugees registered 

with UNHCR, and 2.2 million Palestinian refugees. 

Recognising the substantial pressures both host 

countries face, the UK and international partners have 

provided significant assistance to the Lebanese and 

Jordanian governments to help manage this challenge. 

The UK is one of the leading donors in supporting 

Lebanon in hosting both Syrian and Palestinian refugee, 

and has contributed over £704 million in bilateral 

development assistance to Jordan since 2011. The UK's 

pledge of at least £205 million to the Syrian crisis in 2021 

will ensure the UK continues to support the most 

vulnerable in Lebanon and Jordan, allowing refugees to 

live in safety and with dignity until they are able to return 

home. 

On 25th February we completed our commitment to 

resettle 20,000 refugees under the Vulnerable Persons 

Resettlement Scheme (VPRS). We continue to welcome 

refugees through the global UK Resettlement Scheme 

(UKRS), as well as through the Community Sponsorship 

and Mandate Resettlement Schemes. 

Lithuania: Migrants 

Asked by Lord Hylton 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment 

they have made of (1) media reports that the 

government of Belarus is ‘weaponising’ migration by 

sending migrants to Lithuania, and (2) the government 

of Lithuania’s response to such action; and what plans 

they have to support the government of Lithuania with 

(a) technical aid, or (b) resettlement. [HL1648] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: The Government is 

aware of media reports of an increase in people 

irregularly crossing the border from Belarus into 

Lithuania. We are also aware of the steps that the 

Lithuanian Government have taken to respond, including 

increasing funding to the Lithuanian State Border Guards, 

and expanding capacity at the border with Belarus to 

process those arriving across the border. The Foreign 

Secretary discussed the issue with Lithuanian Foreign 

Minister Gabrielius Landsbergis on 28 June, and officials 

are currently evaluating how best we can support the 

Lithuanian Government in response to these 

developments. We collaborate closely with the Lithuanian 

Government and Lithuanian State Border Guards, and 

stand ready to provide appropriate support. The UK 

remains committed to future close co-operation with the 

EU and our European partners on all issues including 

migration. 
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Long Covid 

Asked by The Lord Bishop of London 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what plans they 

have (1) to collect, and (2) to report, data on the number 

of people affected by long-COVID alongside the data 

on hospitalisations and death. [HL1815] 

Lord Bethell: We are developing our understanding of 

‘long’ COVID-19, including collecting the numbers of 

people affected and methods of reporting. Currently, the 

Office for National Statistics collects and publishes data 

on prevalence of ongoing symptoms following COVID-

19 infection in the United Kingdom. From September 

2021 activity data on referral, assessments and waiting 

times for post-COVID-19 assessment clinics and the 

patient journey, including the use of Your COVID 

Recovery, will be published on a monthly basis. 

Marines 

Asked by Lord Burnett 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what is the cost, 

and over what period, for the introduction of the Royal 

Marines Future Commando Force. [HL1753] 

Baroness Goldie: A generous settlement of over £24 

billion has allowed Defence to invest in amongst other 

things the delivery of the Future Commando Force and 

we will be spending in excess of an additional £200 

million over ten years to support this. Other elements of 

the Royal Navy's programme, such as the future landing 

craft project, are funded to over £50 million. The wider 

ship building pipeline will also support the UK's 

Commando Forces. 

Marriage: Humanism 

Asked by Baroness Featherstone 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment 

they have made of the impact of legally recognising 

humanist marriages on choice for same-sex couples 

wanting to get married. [HL1636] 

Asked by Baroness Featherstone 

To ask Her Majesty's Government why they have 

undertaken interim civil marriage reform to legislate for 

outdoor weddings but have not done the same for 

humanist marriages. [HL1637] 

Lord Wolfson of Tredegar: The Marriage (Same Sex) 

Couples Act 2013 enables same-sex couples to have a 

civil marriage and also allows religious organisations to 

opt in to marry same-sex couples, should they wish to do 

so. Separately, Government consulted in 2014 on 

marriages by non-religious belief organisations. A 

summary assessment of costs and benefits was published 

in the response, which can be found at 

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/marriages-

by-non-religious-belief-organisations. 

The Government in 2019 committed to accelerate plans 

to allow civil weddings and civil partnerships to be held 

outside and said it would look to implement these changes 

through secondary legislation, subject to any necessary 

consultation. On 1 July, time limited amending 

regulations came into force to allow couples who can 

already legally marry to have their civil wedding 

ceremony in the linked outdoor areas of Approved 

Premises. The Government will undertake a public 

consultation on these measures and intends to produce an 

Impact Assessment. A further instrument will be laid in 

Spring 2022. 

A Law Commission project on marriage and civil 

partnership is due to report later this year and is expected 

to present recommendations for wholesale reform to the 

law governing marriage ceremonies, which the 

Government will consider carefully. Options being 

explored by the Law Commission as part of their review 

include offering couples greater flexibility over the form 

of their ceremony, allowing the ceremony to take place in 

a much broader range of locations and to provide a 

framework that could allow non-religious belief 

organisations, such as Humanists and independent 

celebrants, to conduct legally binding weddings. The 

Government will decide on provision for non-religious 

belief marriage in light of the Law Commission's 

recommendations. 

Pensions: Public Sector 

Asked by Lord Alton of Liverpool 

To ask Her Majesty's Government how much was 

invested by the (1) Principal Civil Service Pension 

Scheme, (2) NHS Pension Scheme, (3) Teachers’ 

Pension Scheme, (4) Local Government Pension 

Scheme, (5) Firefighters’ Pension Scheme, and (6) 

Armed Forces Pension Scheme, into (a) Huawei 

Technologies Co., LTD., (b) Huawei Investment & 

Holding Co., LTD., and (c) Hangzhou Hikvision Digital 

Technology Co., LTD, in the period between 2014 and 

2020. [HL1662] 

Lord Agnew of Oulton: The main unfunded public 

service pension schemes have not invested in any of the 

mentioned companies. 

Most Public Service Pension schemes are unfunded 

Defined Benefit pension schemes, with the exception of 

the Local Government Pension Scheme. Members’ 

pension benefits are set out in statute and there is no fund 

of assets from which pension benefits are paid. Employer 

and employee contributions are paid to the relevant public 

service pension scheme, but these contributions are not 

invested. Instead, the public service pension scheme uses 

the contributions to meet the cost of pensions in payment. 

Where there is a difference between pensions in payment 

and total contributions, the difference is made up by HMT 

through Annually Managed Expenditure (AME). 

The Local Government Pension Scheme is a funded 

scheme in which all the assets are owned by the 

administering authorities, which are responsible for the 
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management of their investments. The data requested is 

not held centrally. 

Platinum Jubilee 2022 

Asked by Lord McCrea of Magherafelt and Cookstown 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what plans they 

have to ensure the Queen's Platinum Jubilee is 

celebrated across the UK. [HL1716] 

Baroness Barran: Her Majesty’s Government is 

delighted to be working with Buckingham Palace to 

develop UK-wide opportunities to celebrate Her Majesty 

the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. 

We are working closely with the Devolved 

Administrations in Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland 

to ensure that individuals, communities and organisations 

across the UK are able to come together to mark the 

occasion. 

A UK-wide Bank Holiday was announced on 12 

November 2020 to enable communities across the UK to 

share in the celebrations together. 

Professions: Regulation 

Asked by Baroness Hayter of Kentish Town 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what (1) new 

powers, and (2) opportunities for regulatory autonomy, 

will be available to regulators following the passage of 

the Professional Qualifications Bill. [HL1644] 

Lord Grimstone of Boscobel: The Professional 

Qualifications Bill will ensure that regulators can 

determine whether individuals with overseas 

qualifications can practise in the UK, where this will 

enable demand for the services of a profession to be met. 

The Bill also contains a power which will enable an 

appropriate national authority to authorise regulators to 

enter into recognition agreements with counterparts from 

other countries where they do not already have the power 

to do so. Recognition agreements, agreed by regulators, 

will ensure that UK professionals are able to seize the 

opportunities of international trade. 

It is the Government’s intention that the Bill will not 

interfere with regulators’ autonomy to determine 

independently which overseas qualified professionals can 

practise in the UK. 

Telecommunications: China and Russia 

Asked by Baroness Merron 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what estimate they 

have made of how many companies in the UK 

telecommunications sector are estimated to be majority 

owned by Russian or Chinese entities. [HL1723] 

Baroness Barran: The telecommunications sector 

includes tens of thousands of companies, including 

telecommunications providers, equipment providers and 

service providers in the supply chain. The Government 

does not monitor the nationality of the owners of each of 

these on a routine basis. 

The UK economy thrives, in part, as a result of foreign 

direct investment (FDI) and the Government therefore 

strives to be the premier destination for investment in the 

world. However, an open approach to international 

investment must include appropriate safeguards to protect 

our national security and the safety of our citizens. The 

new National Security & Investment Act introduces a new 

regime for reviewing and intervening in business 

transactions, such as takeovers, that might raise national 

security concerns. 

The Government has also recently introduced the 

Telecommunications (Security) Bill to establish an 

enhanced legislative framework for telecoms security, 

which includes new national security powers for the 

Secretary of State to manage the risks posed by high risk 

vendors. 

Telecoms Supply Chain Diversification 

Advisory Council 

Asked by Baroness Merron 

To ask Her Majesty's Government how many 

members there are of the Telecoms Supply Chain 

Diversification Advisory Council; and what their names 

are. [HL1864] 

Baroness Barran: The membership is not fully decided 

yet, but many of the members of the Diversification 

Taskforce have agreed to continue providing expertise as 

part of the Telecoms Supply Chain Diversification 

Advisory Council. The Government will publish the full 

membership ahead of the first meeting in the autumn. 

Telecoms Supply Chain Diversification 

Advisory Council: Pay 

Asked by Baroness Merron 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what is the salary 

of the chair of the Telecoms Supply Chain 

Diversification Advisory Council. [HL1865] 

Baroness Barran: The work of the Advisory Council 

is non-remunerative. The Chair and all members have 

volunteered their time and effort. 

Telecoms Supply Chain Diversification 

Advisory Council: Public Appointments 

Asked by Baroness Merron 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what were the 

appointment (1) criteria, and (2) process, for the chair 

of the Telecoms Supply Chain Diversification Advisory 

Council. [HL1861] 

Baroness Barran: Simon Blagden, Chair of the 

Telecoms Supply Chain Advisory Council, was selected 

on the basis of having the skills and experience required 
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for the role, with over 30 years’ experience in the 

telecoms and digital industries. 

He was appointed following the standard Government 

process for direct appointments, suitable for short term 

roles where an independent advisory function is filled. 

Appropriate due diligence and conflict of interest checks 

have been carried out. 

The Terms and Conditions which the Chair and 

members of the Advisory Council are expected to adhere 

to will be published on GOV.UK following the first 

meeting of the Advisory Council. The Council is advisory 

and there will be a wide ranging membership 

incorporating views from industry and academia. 

Asked by Baroness Merron 

To ask Her Majesty's Government who made the final 

decision on the appointment of Simon Blagden as chair 

of the Telecoms Supply Chain Diversification Advisory 

Council. [HL1862] 

Asked by Baroness Merron 

To ask Her Majesty's Government whether the 

Secretary of State for the Department of Digital, 

Culture, Media and Sport discussed the appointment of 

the new chair of the Telecoms Supply Chain 

Diversification Advisory Council with the Prime 

Minister before the announcement on 2 July. [HL1863] 

Baroness Barran: Simon Blagden was formally 

appointed by Matt Warman MP, Minister for Digital 

Infrastructure. This was agreed through the usual public 

appointments procedure. 

Turkey: Human Rights 

Asked by Lord Hylton 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what plans they 

have to add Turkey to their list of human rights priority 

countries. [HL1695] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: The decision on whether 

a country is designated a Human Rights Priority Country 

(HRPC) is based on the human rights situation in the 

country; trajectory of change; and the UK's potential to 

work on human rights and have influence. The list of 

HRPCs is published in the Government's annual human 

rights report. As regards the list of HRPCs, we keep all 

countries, including Turkey, under regular review. 

The UK has been consistently active and vocal in 

promoting human rights in Turkey through diplomatic 

and ministerial channels, and through support to civil 

society. We also use relevant multilateral institutions, 

such as the Council of Europe, to emphasise the 

importance of shared values and accountability. Respect 

for human rights are vital for the long-term health of 

Turkish democracy and will remain at the heart of our 

policy towards Turkey. 
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