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Written Statements 
Wednesday, 30 June 2021 

Covid-19: Booster Vaccination Programme 

[HLWS131] 

Lord Bethell: My Rt Hon Friend the Secretary of State 

for Health and Social Care (Sajid Javid) has today made 

the following written ministerial statement: 

Today the Joint Committee on Vaccination and 

Immunisation (JCVI) has published interim advice on 

options for a COVID-19 booster vaccination programme 

for adults this Autumn. 

It should be noted that this is interim advice and the 

JCVI will consider additional scientific data as it becomes 

available over the next few months ahead of developing 

their final advice. This includes, but is not limited to, 

further data on the durability of protection from vaccines 

beyond six months, and clinical trial data on immune 

responses following a third vaccination. 

In summary, on the basis of current evidence and with 

the aim of reducing the occurrence of serious COVID-19 

disease, the JCVI advises the following as the likely shape 

of the Autumn programme. 

Any potential booster programme should begin in 

September 2021, in order to maximise protection in those 

who are most vulnerable to serious COVID-19 ahead of 

the winter months. Influenza vaccines are also delivered 

in Autumn, and the JCVI considers that, where possible, a 

synergistic approach to the delivery of COVID-19 and 

influenza vaccination could support delivery and 

maximise uptake of both vaccines. 

Any potential COVID-19 booster programme should be 

offered in two stages. 

Stage 1. The following persons should be offered a 

third dose COVID-19 booster vaccine and the annual 

influenza vaccine, as soon as possible from September 

2021: 

• adults aged 16 years and over who are 

immunosuppressed; 

• those living in residential care homes for older adults; 

• all adults aged 70 years or over; 

• adults aged 16 years and over who are considered 

clinically extremely vulnerable; and 

• frontline health and social care workers. 

Stage 2. The following persons should be offered a 

third dose COVID-19 booster vaccine as soon as 

practicable after Stage 1, with equal emphasis on 

deployment of the influenza vaccine where eligible: 

• all adults aged 50 years and over; 

• adults aged 16 – 49 years who are in an influenza or 

COVID-19 at-risk group. (please refer to the  Green 

Book  for details of at-risk groups); and 

• adult household contacts of immunosuppressed 

individuals. 

As most younger adults will only receive their second 

COVID-19 vaccine dose in late summer, the benefits of 

booster vaccination in this group will be considered at a 

later time when more information is available. The initial 

objective for winter 2021/22 is for persons in Booster 

Stages 1 and 2 to receive their influenza and COVID-19 

vaccines in good time. 

Apart from the current UK approved COVID-19 

vaccines, the UK has placed orders for a range of other 

COVID-19 vaccines, some of which may become 

available for use in a booster programme. The JCVI will 

review the use of these vaccines once they have received 

UK regulatory approval. Vaccines designed specifically 

against variants of concern will not be available in time 

for booster revaccination this Autumn. The use of variant 

vaccines will be considered by the JCVI in due course. 

Additional scientific data will become available over 

the next few months which will require further 

consideration by the JCVI ahead of any final advice. 

These include: 

• further data on the safety and effectiveness of 

COVID-19 vaccines used in the UK and internationally; 

• clinical trial and real-world effectiveness data on the 

durability of protection beyond six months; 

• clinical trial data on immune responses following a 

third vaccination (booster revaccination); 

• clinical trial data on reactogenicity and 

immunogenicity following booster revaccination with 

the same or alternative COVID-19 vaccines; 

• clinical trial data on other COVID-19 vaccines in 

development; 

• the emergence of any new variants of concern in the 

UK or internationally; 

• data on the duration of immunity following a primary 

course; 

• a better understanding of the immune correlates of 

protection; and 

• data on the effects of on-going SARS-CoV-2 

circulation in the population and its potential to confer 

long-term public health benefits. 

JCVI note early evidence supports the delivery of both 

Covid-19 and flu vaccines at the same time where 

appropriate. 

Subject to the JCVI’s final advice, we are developing 

detailed plans for a booster programme. NHS England 

and NHS Improvement will be asking all local systems to 

develop detailed plans to ensure they are ready to deliver 

a booster programme from the start of September in line 

with this advice, working closely with partners including 

local authorities and voluntary organisations to ensure 

equal access and maximise uptake of both COVID-19 and 

influenza vaccines. 

All four parts of the UK welcome this interim advice, 

which will help us ensure we are ready in our preparations 

for Autumn. We look forward to receiving the 

Committee’s final advice in due course. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-statement/Lords/2021-06-30/HLWS131/
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EU Relations: Withdrawal Agreement 

[HLWS130] 

Lord Frost: The Government has been consistently 

clear that there should be no barriers on the movement of 

meat products from Great Britain to Northern Ireland. In 

order to avoid any disruption to those movements, the 

Government proposed to the EU that it would be sensible 

to extend the grace period agreed at the Withdrawal 

Agreement Joint Committee in December, which would 

otherwise have expired on 1 July, on certain conditions. 

Following detailed discussions, the UK and EU have 

agreed to extend the grace period until 30 September. In 

line with that agreement, the United Kingdom has today 

set out a unilateral declaration, of which the EU has taken 

note, relating to the movement of meat products from 

Great Britain to Northern Ireland. This sets out the 

conditions under which meat products otherwise classed 

as prohibited and restricted goods will move from Great 

Britain to Northern Ireland. This agreement does not 

require the rest of the United Kingdom to align with any 

changes in EU agrifood rules during the grace period - 

there is no dynamic alignment. 

The extension ensures that Northern Ireland consumers 

will continue to be able to buy chilled meat products from 

Great Britain. This is a positive first step but agreement is 

still required on a permanent solution, and this further 

period provides time for those discussions to proceed. 

This is also only one of a very large number of problems 

with the way the Protocol is currently operating, for 

which solutions need to be found with the EU to ensure 

the Protocol delivers on its original aims: to protect the 

Belfast (Good Friday) Agreement, safeguard Northern 

Ireland’s place in the United Kingdom, and protect the 

EU’s single market for goods. 

The Statement includes the following attached material: 

Unilateral Declaration [Unilateral declarations by the United 

Kingdom of Great Britain - chilled meats - 30.06.21.pdf] 

The material can be viewed online at: 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-

answers-statements/written-statement/Lords/2021-06-30/HLWS130/ 

Negotiations on Future Trading Relationship 

with New Zealand 

[HLWS128] 

Lord Grimstone of Boscobel: My Rt Hon Friend the 

Secretary of State for International Trade (Liz Truss MP) 

has today made the following statement: 

The fifth round of Free Trade Agreement Negotiations 

with New Zealand took place between 8-16 June 2021. 

New Zealand’s Trade and Export Growth Minister 

Damien O’Connor also visited the UK from 16-18 June 

for face-to-face talks. Both countries have agreed to 

accelerate negotiations to finalise the details of the deal 

with the aim of reaching agreement in principle. 

Both countries are committed to agreeing a high quality, 

comprehensive free trade agreement that supports jobs, 

broadens consumer choice, and provides more 

opportunities in key industries such as services, digital 

trade, and the green economy. 

Strong progress was made in agreeing key issues across 

the deal including provisionally closing a further four 

chapters: 

• Government Procurement chapter, which improves 

Small Medium-sized Enterprises’ (SMEs’) access to 

procurement and the integrity of supply chains. 

• Disputes Chapter, which establishes mechanisms to 

promote and enforce compliance with the agreement 

and ensures that state-to-state disputes are dealt with 

consistently, fairly and in a cost-effective, transparent, 

and timely manner. It gives businesses and stakeholders 

certainty that the obligations under this agreement will 

be upheld. 

• Transparency chapter, which underscores the rule of 

law as the major cornerstone of good governance, 

outlining agreed expectations for the UK and New 

Zealand to be transparent, open, and accessible to UK 

businesses, with respect to this trade agreement and 

their respective regulatory environments. 

• Trade and Gender Equality chapter, which recognises 

that women are underrepresented in international trade, 

and aims to support women exporters, business owners, 

and entrepreneurs to participate in global trade. 

Excellent progress was also made during Round 5 on 

the following chapters, which the UK and New Zealand 

agree now have a clear path to closure: 

• Rules of Origin 

• Goods 

• Cross-Border Trade in Services 

• Customs 

• Digital 

• Telecoms 

• State Owned Enterprises 

• Consumer Protection 

• Good Regulatory Practice 

• Labour 

• Development 

• Anti-Corruption 

• Initial & Final Provisions 

• General Exceptions 

• Institutional Provisions 

In previous rounds, chapters on SMEs, Competition, 

Remedies were provisionally closed. 

The Government has been clear that any future deal 

with New Zealand must work for UK consumers, 

producers, and companies. Throughout the process the 

UK will continue to engage stakeholders to ensure their 

views inform our approach to negotiations. 

Any deal the UK agrees will be fair and balanced and in 

the best interests of the whole of the country. We remain 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-statement/Lords/2021-06-30/HLWS130/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-statement/Lords/2021-06-30/HLWS130/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-statement/Lords/2021-06-30/HLWS130/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-statement/Lords/2021-06-30/HLWS130/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-statement/Lords/2021-06-30/HLWS128/
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committed to upholding our high environmental, labour, 

food safety and animal welfare standards in the deal, as 

well as protecting the National Health Service (NHS). 

The UK and New Zealand both remain eager to make 

further progress, with the UK clear that momentum needs 

to be maintained across the whole agreement. Ahead of 

the next round, negotiating teams will share further 

proposals and discuss a range of issues. 

The next round of negotiations, Round 6, is scheduled 

to take place in July, with a series of intersessional 

discussions across the FTA planned for the next month. 

Subsidy Control Bill and Consultation on 

Subsidy Control 

[HLWS129] 

Lord Callanan: My Right Honourable friend the 

Secretary of State for Business, Energy and Industrial 

Strategy (Kwasi Kwarteng) has today made the following 

statement: 

Today the Government has introduced the Subsidy 

Control Bill and published the Government’s response to 

the consultation, “Subsidy control: designing a new 

approach for the UK”. 

The UK government has seized the opportunity 

presented by our exit from the European Union to develop 

a new, bespoke regime for subsidy control within the UK. 

This new regime has been designed to reflect our 

strategic interests, strengthen our Union and help to drive 

economic growth and prosperity across the whole of the 

UK. 

The new regime will be flexible, agile, and tailored to 

support business growth and innovation, as well as help to 

maintain a competitive free market economy and protect 

competition and investment in the UK. 

Between 3 February and 31 March 2021, the 

Government held a public consultation on the UK’s future 

subsidy control proposals. The Government has used 

responses to the consultation to inform the design to 

provide a bespoke and dynamic framework, which will: 

- Empower local authorities, public bodies, and central 

and devolved governments to design subsidies that deliver 

strong benefits for the UK taxpayer. 

- Enable public authorities to deliver subsidies that are 

tailored and bespoke for local needs to support the UK’s 

economic recovery and deliver UK Government priorities 

such as levelling up, achieving net zero and increasing 

UK R&D investment. 

- Provide certainty and confidence to businesses 

investing in the UK, by protecting against subsidies that 

risk causing distortive or harmful economic impacts, 

including to the UK domestic market. 

- Contribute to meeting the UK’s international 

commitments on subsidy control, including its 

international commitments at the World Trade 

Organisation, in Free Trade Agreements and the Northern 

Ireland Protocol. 

The foundation of this new domestic subsidy control 

regime is a clear, proportionate, and transparent set of 

principles, underpinned by guidance, that will ensure 

public authorities fully understand their legal obligations 

and embed strong value for money and competition 

principles. 

The Government will create streamlined routes to 

demonstrate compliance for categories of subsidies at low 

risk of causing market distortions, that promote our 

strategic policy objectives and which the Government 

judges to be compliant with the principles of the regime. 

This will ensure that these authorities are able to deliver 

these subsidies with minimum bureaucracy and maximum 

certainty. 

In order to protect UK competition and investment and 

demonstrate where it is proportionate for public 

authorities to give greater scrutiny to their subsidies, we 

will create two specific categories of small number of 

subsidies that may undertake more extensive analysis to 

assess their compliance with the principles: Subsidies of 

Interest and Subsidies of Particular Interest. Criteria for 

these subsidies will be set out in secondary legislation in 

due course. We anticipate there will be a very small 

number of subsidies in each of these categories. 

The Bill also establishes an independent body which 

will be a UK Subsidy Advice Unit in the Competition and 

Markets Authority (CMA). The Subsidy Advice Unit will 

have a role in monitoring and overseeing how the regime 

is working as a whole, as well as conducting a mandatory, 

non-binding review on public authorities’ assessments for 

Subsidies of Interest and Subsidies of Particular Interest. 

Enforcement will be through the Competition Appeal 

Tribunal who will hear judicial reviews against subsidy 

decisions. 

The Government has designed a subsidy control scheme 

that promotes a dynamic market economy throughout the 

UK and that minimises distortions within the UK. To 

ensure that this system works for all parts of the UK, the 

government has worked closely with the devolved 

administrations throughout this process, including 

meeting the statutory duty to share the consultation 

response document ahead of publication and consider 

devolved administrations’ representations. 

The measures in the Subsidy Control Bill strike the 

right balance between maximising our new-found 

flexibilities, having left the EU, and providing a 

consistent framework for all UK public authorities. The 

Bill will ensure that the UK maintains a competitive, free 

market economy – which is fundamental to our national 

prosperity – while protecting the interests of the British 

taxpayer. 

I will lay the Government Response to Subsidy Control 

consultation before Parliament. I will place copies of the 

Impact Assessment and the draft Statement of Policy in 

the libraries of both Houses. 

 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-statement/Lords/2021-06-30/HLWS129/
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Written Answers 
Wednesday, 30 June 2021 

Attorney General: Mothers 

Asked by Lord Blencathra 

To ask Her Majesty's Government whether the 

Government Legal Department, in any of its official (1) 

paperwork, (2) guidance, (3) instructions, (4) manuals, 

or (5) other documents, (a) has replaced, or (b) intends 

to replace, the word “mother” with the phrase “parent 

who has given birth”. [HL1158] 

Lord Stewart of Dirleton: GLD has not replaced, nor 

does it intend to replace, the word “mother” with the 

phrase “parent who has given birth” in any of its official 

(1) paperwork, (2) guidance, (3) instructions, (4) manuals, 

or (5) other documents. 

Capita: Northern Ireland 

Asked by Lord Rogan 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what discussions 

they have had with the Department for Communities on 

the operation of the contract for Capita Business 

Services Ltd to carry out Personal Independence 

Payment assessments in Northern Ireland on behalf of 

the Department for Work and Pensions. [HL1440] 

Asked by Lord Rogan 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what is their role 

in (1) awarding, and (2) monitoring, the contract for 

Capita Business Services Ltd to carry out Personal 

Independence Payment assessments in Northern Ireland 

on behalf of the Department for Work and Pensions. 

[HL1494] 

Baroness Stedman-Scott: Personal Independence 

Payment (PIP) assessments in Northern Ireland are 

administered by the Department for Communities, and not 

the Department for Work and Pensions (DWP). The PIP 

contract has been managed and monitored by Department 

for Communities since contract signature, which also 

includes management of all extension negotiations 

directly. 

DWP continually work with its assessment providers to 

further improve the PIP assessment process and are keen 

to share best practices. We regularly engage with 

Department for Communities to discuss best practice, 

align process and contract management approaches where 

possible. 

Coronavirus: Disease Control 

Asked by Lord Mann 

To ask Her Majesty's Government which documents 

set out the triage policy in relation to a pandemic for (1) 

hospitals, and (2) care homes, as of January 2020. 

[HL514] 

Lord Bethell: Re-configuring service delivery to 

ensure sufficient National Health Service capacity was 

central to our preparedness for a pandemic and the 

COVID-19 response. However, the Department does not 

have - and did not have in January 2020 - a pandemic 

triage policy for hospitals and care homes, as this is a 

clinical matter. In the event that patient triage becomes 

necessary, clinical guidance would be produced to support 

decision-making. 

Electric Scooters 

Asked by Lord Shinkwin 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what data they (1) 

hold, and (2) are collecting, on the number of (a) 

accidents, and (b) injuries, resulting from the use of e-

scooters in (i) designated trial zones, and (ii) other 

areas. [HL1208] 

Asked by Lord Shinkwin 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what data they (1) 

hold, and (2) are collecting, on the number of pedestrian 

injuries as a result of e-scooter use in (a) designated 

trial zones, and (b) other areas. [HL1209] 

Asked by Lord Shinkwin 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what data they (1) 

hold, and (2) are collecting, on the number of e-scooters 

that have been (a) sold, and (b) rented, in the UK in (i) 

designated pilot areas, and (ii) other areas. [HL1210] 

Asked by Lord Shinkwin 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what data they (1) 

hold, and (2) are collecting, on the number of e-scooters 

that are in use in (a) designated pilot areas, and (b) 

other areas. [HL1211] 

Asked by Lord Shinkwin 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what discussions 

have been had with (1) Local Authorities, (2) disability 

charities, and (3) Disabled People’s Organisations, to 

ensure (a) the effective monitoring of e-scooter pilots, 

(b) the enforcement of the law regarding e-scooter 

pilots, and (c) the effective protection of disabled and 

visually impaired pedestrians. [HL1212] 

Baroness Vere of Norbiton: The Department has in 

place a national monitoring and evaluation programme for 

the e-scooter trials. We will be publishing reports in 

Autumn 2021 and Spring 2022, with a summary of the 

evidence collected and reviewed so far by our evaluation 

contractor, Arup. 

This will include high level information on the number 

of trips; average distance and duration; scooter 

availability; and demographic information about users, 

from across the trials. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2021-06-16/HL1158
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2021-06-25/HL1440
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2021-06-28/HL1494
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2021-06-28/HL1494
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2021-05-24/HL514
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Written Answers 30 June 2021 Page 5 

The evaluation is collecting data on accidents and 

injuries through surveys with e-scooter users and 

residents living within trial areas, along with an 

estimation of e-scooter casualties using free text in the 

STATS19 database. STATS19 is a collection of all road 

traffic accidents that resulted in a personal injury and 

were reported to the police within 30 days of the accident. 

Outside the trial areas e-scooters are not currently one 

of the designated vehicle types collected in STATS19, 

and as such they would be classed as ‘other’ and can only 

be identified using a free text field in the STATS19 

database. 

Data for 2020 are currently being collated and 

validated. Subject to the data recorded in the free text 

field being of sufficient quality, the Department intends to 

publish data on e-scooters and other vehicle types, which 

can be reliably identified from the free text field alongside 

the publication of the annual publication of the Reported 

Road Casualties Great Britain in September 2021. 

The Department is not collecting data on the number of 

e-scooters sold. 

It is not illegal to sell an e-scooter, however under the 

Consumer Protection from Unfair Trading Regulations 

2008 there is a general obligation for traders to give 

consumers sufficient information about goods and 

services at the point of sale, so consumers are not misled. 

The regulations ban commercial practices through which 

omissions and actions cause, or are likely to cause, the 

average consumer to make a decision they would 

otherwise not make, for example, to purchase goods or a 

service that they would otherwise not have purchased. 

The CPRs carry criminal penalties and are enforced by 

local authority trading standards officers. 

The Department for Business, Energy and Industrial 

Strategy (BEIS) leads on ensuring responsible business 

practices. However, in December 2018 Ministers from 

this Department wrote to micromobility retailers to 

remind them of the law regarding the sale of e-scooters 

and we are planning to do so again shortly. It is in 

everyone’s interest that consumers can make properly 

informed decisions when buying these products. 

The vehicle special orders (VSOs) issued to allow the 

trials to take place, contain the maximum number of e-

scooters that are allowed in a trial area. This number is set 

by the local authority and the e-scooter operator, taking 

into account local circumstances, and is authorised by the 

Department. We collect monthly sit-rep reports from the 

local authorities in the trial areas and these include the 

size of the current fleet. We do not hold, nor are we 

collecting, any data on the number of e-scooters in use 

outside trial areas. 

Since July 2020 we have held four e-scooter roundtable 

meetings with groups representing the interests of 

disabled people, including those with sight loss. The most 

recent roundtable was held on 7 June 2021, where three 

local areas involved in the trials, gave presentations on 

what they are doing to address the concerns of disabled 

people in trial areas. 

We have instructed all local authorities participating in 

trials to engage throughout the trial period with these 

groups in their local areas to ensure their concerns are 

being heard and, where possible, mitigated. Following our 

consultation last year, and feedback from subsequent 

stakeholder activities, we have required all e-scooters 

used in trials to have a horn or bell so that users can make 

others aware of their presence. The Department’s 

guidance for trial areas is also clear that there needs to be 

sufficient parking provision in trial areas; where a 

dockless operating model is being used, local authorities 

should ensure that e-scooters do not become obstructive 

to other road users and pedestrians, particularly those with 

disabilities. 

The Department has in place a comprehensive 

monitoring and evaluation programme and we have also 

made additional commitments such as allowing 

vulnerable road user groups to take part in the evaluation 

process. 

There are offences and penalties for using an e-scooter 

illegally. Users can be fined up to £300, have 6 points put 

on their driving licence, and the e-scooter can be 

impounded. We are speaking with the police about 

enforcement during trials, and local authorities are 

speaking to police forces in their areas. 

Electricity Interconnectors: Portsmouth 

Asked by Lord Grantchester 

To ask Her Majesty's Government whether 

the Aquind Interconnector proposal will be considered 

by the national security regime which was established 

by the National Security and Investment Act 2021, 

including by (1) the Investment Security Unit, and (2) 

the Secretary of State, on national security grounds. 

[HL1238] 

Baroness Bloomfield of Hinton Waldrist: The 

Government has a range of legislative and regulatory 

powers to protect infrastructure and critical services, 

including the National Security and Investment Act 2021. 

The Government is aware of the Aquind Interconnector 

proposal. The Government does not comment on 

individual transactions and any risk to national security. 

Foreign, Commonwealth and Development 

Office: Mothers 

Asked by Lord Blencathra 

To ask Her Majesty's Government whether the 

Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office, in 

any of its official (1) paperwork, (2) guidance, (3) 

instructions, (4) manuals, or (5) other documents, (a) 

has replaced, or (b) intends to replace, the word 

“mother” with the phrase “parent who has given birth”. 

[HL1155] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: As laid out in Hansard, 8 

March 2007, Col. 146ws, in 2007, the then Government 

resolved to shift to gender-neutral drafting of legislation 
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to avoid stereotypes that only men could hold positions of 

authority. 

Notwithstanding, Ministers believe it is entirely 

appropriate to continue to refer to sex in legislation where 

helpful for clarity or pertinent (for example, legislation 

relating to the health needs of women). 

In that light, we have not, nor do we intend to, replace 

the word 'mother' with the phrase 'parent who has given 

birth' in Departmental paperwork, guidance, instructions, 

manuals or other documents. 

Great British Railways 

Asked by Lord Berkeley 

To ask Her Majesty's Government in which city the 

headquarters of Great British Railways will be located. 

[HL1148] 

Baroness Vere of Norbiton: We are still in the early 

stages of the Rail Transformation Programme and will 

consider options for the location of Great British 

Railways’ headquarters in due course. 

Great British Railways: Staff 

Asked by Lord Berkeley 

To ask Her Majesty's Government how many staff 

from (1) the Department for Transport, (2) Network 

Rail, (3) the Rail Delivery Group, and (4) the Office of 

Rail and Road, are expected to transfer to Great British 

Railways. [HL1149] 

Baroness Vere of Norbiton: The government will 

work closely with industry to develop detailed plans for 

implementation. 

We recognise the significant amount of work which 

happens across the industry to facilitate the running of the 

railways and the expertise required to achieve this. 

Retaining that expertise will be crucial to ensuring the 

futures success of the railways. 

This is the biggest change to the railways in three 

decades and transformation on this scale will not happen 

overnight. Government is setting up a Rail 

Transformation Programme within the Department for 

Transport and working with the rail sector to ensure a 

common understanding of our vision for the railway, 

working collectively with the sector to design how this 

major project will be delivered. The Government will 

make an announcement on next steps in relation to 

implementation in due course. 

Home Office: Mothers 

Asked by Lord Blencathra 

To ask Her Majesty's Government whether the Home 

Office, in any of its official (1) paperwork, (2) 

guidance, (3) instructions, (4) manuals, or (5) other 

documents, (a) has replaced, or (b) intends to replace, 

the word “mother” with the phrase “parent who has 

given birth”. [HL1154] 

Baroness Williams of Trafford: All internal Home 

Office HR policies relating to various forms of parental 

leave have been updated to ensure that inclusive language 

is used. 

In relation to the language used in wider Home Office 

operational and other paperwork, guidance, instructions 

and manuals, this question cannot be answered except at a 

disproportionate cost as the specific information requested 

is not held centrally. 

Immigration: EU Nationals 

Asked by The Lord Bishop of St Albans 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what steps they are 

taking to support those who have been unable to apply 

to the EU Settlement Scheme because of the pandemic. 

[HL1206] 

Asked by The Lord Bishop of St Albans 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what steps they are 

taking to support (1) individuals, and (2) communities, 

who face barriers to applying to the EU Settlement 

Scheme online. [HL1207] 

Baroness Williams of Trafford: The Home Office 

remains committed to ensuring those who are eligible for 

the EU Settlement Scheme can apply, including those 

who are vulnerable or need extra support. £22 million of 

funding has been awarded to a network of 72 charities and 

local authorities across the UK, to ensure important 

information and assistance gets through to those who are 

hardest to reach, and no one is left behind. These 

organisations have helped more than 310,000 vulnerable 

people to apply to the EUSS already. 

The Home Office has a dedicated team of more than 

1,500 people working on the EUSS, with support 

available to applicants seven days a week by telephone 

and by email. 

To maximise the intake of applications by 30 June 

deadline, changes have been made to the postal route for 

paper applications. The new process enables completed 

paper applications to be emailed directly to the team 

handling applications. 

We appreciate the pandemic has had an impact on many 

people’s ability to travel. Hence on 10 June, the Home 

Office published revised guidance on permitted absences 

because of COVID-19 under the EU Settlement Scheme. 

The guidance provides further clarity and flexibility for 

EU citizens and their family members to apply to the EU 

Settlement Scheme and to otherwise maintain their 

continuous residence. 

The Home Office has delivered a comprehensive range 

of communications activity, at a cost of £8m, to increase 

awareness of the EUSS, engaging extensively with a wide 

range of stakeholder organisations and other government 

departments, to provide the materials they need to 

communicate about the Settlement Scheme. 
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This includes toolkits, assets and information translated 

into 26 EEA languages, and Welsh, for local authorities, 

community groups, employers and the Grant Funded 

Network, who work closely with vulnerable, hard to reach 

audiences to provide application support. 

Information about how applicants can seek help and 

support with their application through the EU Settlement 

Resolution Centre, or via Assisted Digital for those who 

need digital support, is provided on GOV.UK. 

Industrial Health and Safety: Regulation 

Asked by Lord Jones of Cheltenham 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what recent 

meetings they have had, if any, to discuss the future of 

health and safety regulation. [HL1309] 

Baroness Stedman-Scott: The Government is 

committed to taking a proportionate approach to health 

and safety regulation to support economic recovery and 

enable innovation while maintaining levels of protection 

for workers. 

The Secretary of State for Work and Pensions and the 

Minister for Employment meet regularly with senior 

officials from the Health and Safety Executive (HSE) to 

discuss current priorities, for example the new post EU 

Chemicals regime, the Building Safety Regulator and 

Covid-19 responses, and discuss potential developments 

and future priorities. 

HSE’s Annual Business Plan 2020/21 details key 

priorities, taking account of the ongoing response to 

Covid-19 while helping to support the economy. 

Iran: Journalism 

Asked by Lord Grade of Yarmouth 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment 

they have made of the treatment of BBC World Service 

journalists working for the Persian language service by 

the authorities in Iran; and what representations they 

have made to the government of Iran about the 

harassment of journalists in that country. [HL1174] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: We condemn the 

persecution of current and former BBC Persian 

employees and their family members, and the many 

individuals who have had their assets frozen or are 

banned from leaving Iran. We regularly raise this issue of 

harassment directly with the Iranian government, as well 

as in multilateral fora. At the UN Third Committee in 

October 2020 we urged Iran to cease their harassment of 

journalists and media organisations, and at the Human 

Rights Council in March 2021 we made it clear to Iran 

that their repeated violations of human rights are 

unacceptable. We reiterated our concerns on 24 June 2021 

at the BBC Persian event, attended by multiple supporters 

of media freedom, which took place alongside the Human 

Rights Council. These actions by the Iranian authorities 

contravene multiple international human rights 

obligations, and we will continue to call them out for as 

long as they commit them. 

Kickstart Scheme 

Asked by Lord Storey 

To ask Her Majesty's Government how many young 

people who have completed the Kick Start programme 

(1) are unemployed, and (2) have gone into 

employment, education or further training. [HL1329] 

Baroness Stedman-Scott: The Department will be 

monitoring and evaluating the Kickstart Scheme 

throughout and after its implementation, and will continue 

to evaluate the longer term outcomes for Kickstart 

participants after they have completed their six-month job 

placements. 

We will publish the findings of the evaluation once 

complete. 

Landlord and Tenant: Private Rented 

Housing 

Asked by Baroness Ritchie of Downpatrick 

To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they 

intend to establish a landlord–tenant conciliation 

service to deal with private rental issues; and if so, 

when. [HL1201] 

Lord Greenhalgh: The Government has been piloting 

a new mediation service since February 2021 as part of 

the possession process to support landlords and tenants to 

resolve disputes before a formal hearing takes place. The 

Government is funding the Society of Mediators to 

provide this new service and it is free to use for all tenants 

and landlords that agree to do so. 

The pilot will help to sustain tenancies wherever 

possible and support continued engagement between 

landlords and tenants. It also provides the opportunity to 

assess the broader use of Alternative Dispute Resolution 

(ADR) in the courts. We continue to encourage landlords 

and tenants to work together to resolve issues in all our 

guidance and in many cases this is happening. 

Beyond this, the Government remains committed to 

proposals that will require private landlords to belong to a 

redress scheme. This will ensure that all tenants have 

access to redress where they have a legitimate complaint 

about their home, and will also make it easier for private 

landlords to understand their obligations. We re-stated 

this commitment at the Queen's Speech in May. 

Motorcycles: Exhaust Emissions 

Asked by Lord German 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what restrictions 

exist, if any, on the volume levels of motorcycle 

exhausts when travelling (1) on dual carriageways, and 

(2) on roads with a lower speed restriction. [HL1192] 
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Asked by Lord German 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what 

motorcycle exhaust volume levels are permitted under 

current legislation; and whether the legislation only 

relates to tests undertaken as part of type conformity 

permissions. [HL1193] 

Asked by Lord German 

To ask Her Majesty's Government how any post-

manufacture alteration to a motor cycle exhaust system 

is monitored to ensure that any changes conform with 

legislation. [HL1194] 

Baroness Vere of Norbiton: New motorcycles are 

required to meet strict noise limits in a range of driving 

conditions before being placed on the market. The current 

limit within the approval test is between 73 and 77 

decibels (dBA) depending on the power to weight ratio of 

the machine and is not specific to types of roads. 

Once on the road, regulations require that exhausts and 

silencers shall not be altered to increase noise above the 

level the motorcycle was originally approved to. The 

police also have powers to take action if they believe 

excessive vehicle noise could have been avoided through 

reasonable driver care. 

The annual vehicle MOT test requires an inspection of 

the state of repair of the exhaust and the tester uses their 

experience to make a subjective assessment of the noise 

levels. A vehicle should fail the MOT if the silencer has 

been altered to increase noise above the level expected 

from a standard system. 

Nuclear Power Stations: China 

Asked by Lord Stunell 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what plans they 

have, if any, to instruct the Office of Nuclear 

Regulation to investigate the recent problems at the 

Taishan Nuclear Power Plant in Guangdong, China, in 

order to inform the commissioning of any similar plants 

in the United Kingdom. [HL1214] 

Lord Callanan: Nuclear power stations in Great 

Britain must comply with our stringent nuclear safety 

laws, overseen by a robust and independent regulator, the 

Office for Nuclear Regulation (ONR). The ONR would 

not allow a reactor to be built or to operate if it judged 

that it was not safe to do so. 

The ONR are already engaged with relevant contacts, 

including its international regulatory partners, to fully 

understand the issues at Taishan, and any associated 

learning will form part of their ongoing scrutiny of the 

Hinkley Point C (HPC) project. 

Asked by Lord West of Spithead 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment 

they have made of the similarities in design between the 

Taishan Nuclear Power Plant in Guangdong, China, and 

the plant being built at Hinkley Point C; and whether 

any changes to the Hinkley Point C design are being 

planned as a result of the recent problems at Taishan. 

[HL1218] 

Lord Callanan: The site at Hinkley Point C will 

operate two European Pressurised Water Reactors (EPR), 

the same reactor design as the Taishan Nuclear Power 

Plant. 

Any reactor deployed in the UK must meet the UK’s 

robust and independent regulatory requirement with the 

developer of Hinkley Point C applying relevant lessons 

learnt from other EPR projects during the construction of 

Hinkley Point C. The developer is working with the 

Office for Nuclear Regulation to ensure construction of 

the plant is delivered on time and to the required quality 

standards. 

Personal Independence Payment: Medical 

Examinations 

Asked by Lord Rogan 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what was the value 

of the contracts awarded to (1) Capita Business 

Services Ltd, and (2) Independent Assessment Services, 

to carry out Personal Independence Payment 

assessments, broken down by region. [HL1403] 

Baroness Stedman-Scott: The country is divided into 

3 Lots, made up of North East, North West, Yorkshire 

and the Humber, Scotland (Lot 1), East Midlands, West 

Midlands, Wales (Lot 2) and East of England, London, 

South East, South West (Lot 3). 

Lot 1 belongs to Independent Assessment Services and 

has a value of £746,000,000. 

Lot 2 belongs to Capita and has a value of 

£349,000,000. 

Lot 3 belongs to Independent Assessment Services and 

has a value of £606,600,000. 

Prisoners 

Asked by Lord Blunkett 

To ask Her Majesty's Government how many 

prisoners with an Imprisonment for Public Protection 

sentence and given a Category B status have been 

released. [HL1159] 

Asked by Lord Blunkett 

To ask Her Majesty's Government how many 

Category B prisoners with an Imprisonment for Public 

Protection sentence are currently serving a sentence on 

recall. [HL1160] 

Lord Wolfson of Tredegar: The information needed to 

provide a comprehensive answer to the question asking 

how many prisoners with an Imprisonment for Public 

Protection sentence and given a Category B status have 

been released could be provided only at disproportionate 

cost as central data were not stored in a way that it can be 

filtered by the required fields to obtain the information 
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prior to 2015. Between 2015 and 2020, there were 86 

releases of Category B IPP prisoners. This figure does not 

include re-releases following recall. 

As of 31 March 2021, there were 91 Category B 

prisoners with an IPP sentence that were serving a 

sentence on recall. 

A prisoner’s individual offending behaviour, 

resettlement needs and individual circumstances (such as 

medical requirements) may result in an individual being 

held in a prison of a higher category than their own 

category. Prisoners will not be allocated to a prison of a 

lower security category than the security category 

assigned to them personally. 

Note for figures: 

These figures have been drawn from the Public 

Protection Unit Database and Prison-NOMIS held by Her 

Majesty’s Prison and Probation Service. As with any 

large scale recording systems, the figures are subject to 

possible errors with data migration and processing. 

Prisoners’ Release: Females 

Asked by Lord Bradley 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what steps they are 

taking to prevent vulnerable women from returning to 

prison after they have been released from custody. 

[HL1162] 

Lord Wolfson of Tredegar: The Government is 

committed to ensuring vulnerable women are supported 

on their release from prison to rebuild their lives and stay 

out of prison. There is a range of activity underway to 

deliver this commitment. 

We are investing more than £20m in supporting prison 

leavers at risk of homelessness into temporary 

accommodation. Individuals released from prison will be 

provided up to 12 weeks of temporary accommodation 

and will be supported to secure long-term settled 

accommodation before the end of that 12-week period. 

Initially launching in five probation regions, the service 

will support around 3,000 offenders in its first year and 

will be commencing this Summer. It will be in operation 

during the financial year 2021-22, with a view to scaling 

up and rolling out nationally. 

The service will take account of the needs of women, 

including those with complex needs and accommodation 

provision will be dedicated to single gender usage as 

required. Community Probation Practitioners, working 

together with local partners, will be responsible for 

ensuring that vulnerable female prison leavers receive 

appropriate support and are provided with housing 

beyond the 12 weeks emergency accommodation. 

Under the new probation arrangements, women’s 

contracts worth £46 million have been let under the 

dynamic framework, and awarded to organisations 

providing wraparound support to address the complex 

needs of women in or at risk of contacting the criminal 

justice system. Commissioned Rehabilitation Services 

started delivery on 26th June 2021 and will include 

services to assist with accommodation, employment 

training and education, financial benefit and debt and 

personal well-being. 

These will provide a holistic service for all women 

leaving prison from providers based in the community 

they are released to. The accommodation service and 

mentoring service both start pre- release. The mentoring 

service aims to support those who lack social support 

make the transition from prison to community and assist 

in building social networks 

The Government recognises the vital role played by 

women’s community sector organisations in supporting 

women released from prison and preventing them from 

returning. On 11th June 2021, the Government launched a 

£2.5 million grant funding opportunity to provide further 

support to these organisations, on top of £7 million 

already invested since the Female Offender Strategy was 

published in 2018. Like a similar competition held last 

year, the present funding is available to pay core costs and 

is designed to promote greater financial stability 

throughout the sector. 

Prisoners’ Release: Temporary 

Accommodation 

Asked by Lord Blunkett 

To ask Her Majesty's Government when they plan 

to roll out the Ministry of Justice’s temporary 

accommodation service for prison leavers to all 

probation regions in England and Wales. [HL1161] 

Lord Wolfson of Tredegar: We are investing more 

than £20m in supporting prison leavers at risk of 

homelessness into temporary accommodation. Individuals 

released from prison will be provided up to 12 weeks of 

temporary accommodation and will be supported into 

long-term settled accommodation before the end of that 

12-week period. Initially launching in five national 

probation regions, the service will support around 3,000 

offenders in its first year and will be commencing later 

this Summer. This service will be in operation during this 

financial year 2021-22, with a view to scaling up and 

rolling out nationally, though the Spending Review 2021 

will set out the approach for future years. 

HMPPS will also work in conjunction with MHCLG’s 

announced funding to support prison leavers at risk of 

homelessness into private rental tenancies. 

Working in collaboration with these initiatives 

Commissioned Rehabilitation Services are also due to 

start delivery on 26th June 2021. This will provide further 

services to assist in accommodation as well as those for 

employment training and education, financial benefit and 

debt and personal well-being. 

Private Rented Housing 

Asked by Baroness Ritchie of Downpatrick 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment 

they have made of the (1) rent prices, and (2) 
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availability of housing, in the private rented sector in 

England and Wales. [HL1200] 

Lord Greenhalgh: Data on rental costs is gathered for 

the English Housing Survey. The most recent headline 

report, for 2019-2020, has mean and median rent figures 

for the last ten years, for London, the rest of England, and 

all of England, by tenure (private versus social rents). 

Data is available at Annex Table 1.11, (attached) here: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/english-

housing-survey-2019-to-2020-headline-report. 

The Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local 

Government only collects this data for England, as 

housing is devolved in Wales. We do not publish data on 

the availability of housing in the private rented sector. 

The Answer includes the following attached material: 

English housing survey [210630 2019-

20_EHS_Headline_Report.pdf] 

The material can be viewed online at: 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-

answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2021-06-17/HL1200 

Railways 

Asked by Lord Berkeley 

To ask Her Majesty's Government whether the 

legislation required to implement the Williams-Shapps 

Plan for Rail will repeal the (1) Railways Act 1993, (2) 

Railways Act 2005, and (3) Railways (Access, 

Management and Licensing of Railway Undertakings) 

Regulations 2016. [HL1150] 

Baroness Vere of Norbiton: There is much we can do 

to progress implementation of the Williams-Shapps Plan 

for Rail without needing or amending legislation, such as 

the introduction of flexible season tickets and the 

development of a Whole Industry Strategic Plan. 

To be successful, we know that Rail Transformation 

Programme will need to be co-designed and co-delivered 

with the bodies that make up the rail sector. We will 

engage with the industry to design and implement this 

major project. 

We will undertake detailed engagement and 

consultations on implementing the proposals in the 

Williams-Shapps plan and where legislative changes are 

required, we will introduce these when the Parliamentary 

timetable allows. 

Asked by Lord Berkeley 

To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to the 

report by the Department of Transport Great British 

Railways: The Williams-Shapps Plan for Rail, 

published on 20 May, in respect of the UK’s railways 

over the past decade, how much have wages increased; 

how much inflation has occurred; and what was the 

increase in (1) passenger numbers, (2) passenger 

kilometres, and (3) freight kilometres. [HL1151] 

Baroness Vere of Norbiton: UK rail wage figures are 

available by sector. The table below provides the median 

wage increase for the period 2010 to 2020: 

Rail 

Construction and 
Maintenance 

Operatives 

Rail Transport 

Operatives 

Rail Travel 

Assistants 

Train and Tram 

Drivers 

13% 51% 39% 35% 

During this period, prices increased (as measured by 

retail price index) by 31.1%. 

ORR publish statistics on passenger journeys and 

kilometres. In the decade 2009/10 to 2019/20 (prior to the 

coronavirus pandemic) passenger journeys increased by 

29% and passenger kilometres increased by 23%. In the 

last year (since government measures were introduced to 

minimise coronavirus impact) passenger journeys and 

kilometres have decreased by 78% and 81% respectively 

compared to the previous year. 

Freight kilometres for the period 2010/11 to 2020/21 

decreased by 23%. Please see attached documents for 

supporting tables. 

The Answer includes the following attached material: 

Table 1 Inflation and wages [Table 1 Inflation and median wages 

by rail sector.docx] 

Table 2 Passenger services and KM [Table 2 Passenger services 

and km.docx] 

Table 3 Passenger services and km 2010-21 [Table 3 Passenger 

services and km 2010-21.docx] 

The material can be viewed online at: 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-

answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2021-06-16/HL1151 

Sri Lanka: Wrecks 

Asked by Lord Sheikh 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what is their 

assessment of the environmental impact caused by the 

fire on the X-Press Pearl on the coast of Sri Lanka; and 

what support they have provided to the government of 

Sri Lanka. [HL1180] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: The UK government 

remains concerned about the environmental impact 

caused by the fire on the X-Press Pearl ship. While the 

risk of an oil spill is now considered low, plastic pellets 

and other debris are affecting the shoreline. We have 

engaged regularly with the Sri Lankan authorities and 

international experts on the ground to determine how the 

UK can best support the response. 

The UK government is providing marine pollution 

expertise to Sri Lanka to help respond to the potentially 

devastating impact on the marine life and coastal habitats 

of Sri Lanka. The UK will also provide expertise and 

analytical capacity to support plastic pollution 

monitoring, as  well  as environmental and socioeconomic  
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impact assessments. The UK's Centre for the 

Environment, Fisheries and Aquaculture Science will 

partner with Sri Lankan Government Departments, 

academics and responsible authorities to support effective 

emergency response and implementation of a post spill 

integrated monitoring plan. 

Tigray: War Crimes 

Asked by Lord Alton of Liverpool 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment 

they have made of the decision of the Office of the 

Prosecutor in Belgium to use universal jurisdiction to 

prosecute war crimes and atrocities in Tigray; and what 

plans they have, if any, to consider taking similar 

action. [HL1098] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: Any decision to 

investigate and prosecute crimes of universal jurisdiction 

is for the police and the appropriate prosecuting body. 

Travellers: Discrimination 

Asked by Baroness Whitaker 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment 

they have made of the extent to which online 

advertisements promote discrimination against 

Traveller communities; what plans they have to ensure 

that digital media platforms do not carry adverts that 

include such discrimination; and what steps they intend 

to take against individuals or organisations that place 

adverts that discriminate against Traveller communities. 

[HL1367] 

Baroness Barran: The regulation of online advertising 

in the UK is led by the Advertising Standards Authority 

(ASA). The ASA is responsible for the day-to-day 

enforcement of the UK Code for Non-broadcast 

Advertising and Direct & Promotional Marketing (the 

CAP Code). 

Within the CAP code, section 4.1, covers rules around 

discrimination, stating that “particular care must be taken 

to avoid offence on the grounds of race, religion, gender, 

sexual orientation, disability or age.” Marketers should be 

particularly aware of their depictions of these 

characteristics, and ensure that their ads do not contain 

anything which may be likely to cause serious or 

widespread offence on any grounds.” More information 

can be found here: https://www.asa.org.uk/advice-

online/offence-use-of-stereotypes.html. 

In investigating a possible breach of advertising rules, 

the ASA will use the CAP code to determine the course of 

action. If the advertisement is deemed to be offensive or 

discriminatory, the advertiser will be asked to take down 

the ad. 
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