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Written Statements 
Thursday, 17 June 2021 

Cancellation Compensation for Event 

Organisers in Phase Two of the Events 

Research Programme 

[HLWS97] 

Baroness Barran: My Right Honourable Friend the 

Secretary of State for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport, 

The Rt Hon Oliver Dowden CBE MP, has made the 

following Statement: 

This statement is being tabled for the benefit of all 

members of this House to bring to their attention the 

Departmental Minute issued today that provides the 

House with an update to a previous notice of a series of 

small contingent liabilities created by my Department. 

This is in relation to a policy to compensate event 

organisers participating in phase two of the Events 

Research Programme in the event of their cancellation if 

public health concerns were to give rise. 

The update is to extend the policy to provide 

cancellation compensation in full (capped at £300,000) to 

any event organiser putting on events specifically for the 

Events Research Programme in phase 2, should a pilot 

event be cancelled due to public health reasons. 

Previously this was limited to events in Liverpool only. 

The following text therefore provides an update to the 

previous statement on this issue on 26 May 2021. 

The world-leading Events Research Programme ran its 

first phase of nine pilots (with some running multiple 

events) in April and May to inform decisions around the 

safe removal of social distancing at Step 4 of the 

Roadmap. A second phase of events will continue to build 

on existing evidence and collect additional data to inform 

organisers and consumers on the logistical and practical 

considerations of reopening events safely. The pilots 

cover a range of settings, venues, and activities so that 

findings will support the full reopening of similar settings 

across multiple sectors. 

The government will provide compensation on a 

discretionary basis to event organisers should a pilot event 

be cancelled due to public health reasons. 

This compensation will be capped at £300,000 per 

event and will cover costs incurred in relation to 

participation in the programme only (e.g. admission of 

spectators), recognising the fact that these events would 

have taken place in line with roadmap restrictions should 

the programme not exist. For events that have been put on 

specifically as part of the programme (i.e. would not 

otherwise have gone ahead), the government will 

compensate organisers in full should an event be 

cancelled, but this will also be capped at £300,000. 

The government does not intend to cancel any event in 

the programme, however public safety comes first and 

therefore it is prudent to provide this assurance to the 

organisers assisting the government in reopening the 

economy. 

A copy of the Departmental Minute will be placed in 

the Libraries of both Houses. 

Electoral Policy: Increasing Parliamentary 

Accountability 

[HLWS96] 

Lord True: My Hon. Friend, the Minister of State for 

the Constitution and Devolution (Chloe Smith MP), has 

today made the following written statement: 

The public rightly expects effective and independent 

regulation of the electoral system. The Electoral 

Commission has a vital role to play in upholding the 

integrity of free and fair elections and public confidence 

in that integrity. As the independent regulatory body 

charged with such pivotal responsibilities, the 

Commission should be fully accountable to Parliament for 

the way it discharges its functions. 

In recent years, some across the House have lost 

confidence in the work of the Commission and have 

questioned the adequacy of the existing accountability 

structures. We must reflect on the current structures 

charged with this important responsibility, enhance good 

practice and, where there is a need for change, be 

prepared to make it. 

Parliamentary accountability on electoral policy 

The Government is therefore announcing today that we 

will bring forward measures in the forthcoming Elections 

Bill to improve the Electoral Commission’s accountability 

arrangements through the introduction of a Strategy and 

Policy Statement that sets out guidance and principles to 

which the Commission must give regard in exercising its 

functions. It is commonplace for the Government and 

Parliament to set a policy framework by which 

independent regulators should work. 

The Statement will be subject to Parliamentary approval 

and will provide an opportunity for Parliament to 

articulate its expectations of the Commission and enable 

greater visibility and scrutiny of its work. The Statement 

will be developed through a statutory consultation with 

key stakeholders, including the Electoral Commission. It 

is likely to include the following: 

i) A statement of priorities for the Electoral 

Commission, rooted in priorities already set out in law, 

such as: providing clear and high-quality guidance for 

campaigners, setting and monitoring robust 

performance standards for Returning Officers and 

Electoral Registration Officers, and effectively 

enforcing the rules on political finance and election 

spending. 

ii) Executive and legislative priorities during this 

Parliament in relation to elections, such as the content 

of the Elections Bill once passed. 

iii) Principles for the Electoral Commission, such as: 

impartiality, accountability, value for money, 

proportionality and consistency. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-statement/Lords/2021-06-17/HLWS97/
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An illustrative example of a Statement and Policy 

Statement for the Electoral Commission will be published 

during the passage of the Elections Bill to aid 

parliamentarians. We will also be engaging with the 

Parliamentary Parties Panel and other interested parties on 

how a draft Statement might be framed. 

Enhancing the remit of the Speaker’s Committee 

The Speaker’s Committee, to which the Commission 

reports, is not currently able to hold the Electoral 

Commission to account for their performance and 

delivery of general objectives. 

Therefore in addition to the Strategy and Policy 

Statement, measures in the Elections Bill will expand the 

function and powers of the Speaker’s Committee on the 

Electoral Commission. These will include assessing the 

Commission’s performance against objectives set in the 

Strategy and Policy Statement, and allowing Parliament to 

better scrutinise the work of the Commission. 

Clarity on criminal prosecutions 

The Government is clear that the proper place for 

criminal investigations and prosecutions relating to 

electoral law is with the police and the Crown Prosecution 

Service (and the Public Prosecution Service in Northern 

Ireland) who are experts in this domain. 

In recent years, the Electoral Commission has sought to 

develop the capability to bring criminal offences before 

the courts. This has never been agreed by the Government 

or Parliament. Having the Electoral Commission step into 

this space would risk wasting public money as well as 

present potential conflicts of interest for a body 

responsible for providing advice and guidance on 

electoral law to initiate proceedings which might depend 

on the very advice that was given. 

We will therefore maintain the status quo by providing 

clarity in law that the Electoral Commission should not 

bring criminal prosecutions in England, Wales and 

Northern Ireland. This measure will not apply in Scotland 

where there is already a single prosecutorial body. We are 

committed instead to supporting the existing independent 

and impartial police forces, prosecution services and 

courts as necessary to enforce electoral regulation fairly 

and effectively. 

Such reforms do not seek to interfere or inappropriately 

influence the investigative, operational or enforcement 

decisions of the Electoral Commission. These planned 

reforms predate any current inquiries, and stem from 

work initiated following the (then) Sir Eric Pickles’ 

independent review: ‘Securing the ballot: Report of Sir 

Eric Pickles’ review into electoral fraud’. The reforms 

would not in any way affect the ability of the Commission 

to undertake enforcement activity as it sees fit, but they 

will ensure greater accountability to Parliament on how 

the Electoral Commission discharges its wider functions. 

This Government is taking forward a greater emphasis 

on the need to tackle and prevent electoral fraud, 

especially in light of the corruption that took place in 

Tower Hamlets in 2014, in light of the points made in the 

Pickles review. These measures also address the concerns 

and recommendations raised in the Pickles review on the 

role of the Electoral Commission and the current system 

of its oversight. 

More broadly, the Committee on Standards in Public 

Life is undertaking a review into electoral regulation and 

the Public Administration and Constitutional Affairs 

Committee is doing an inquiry into the Work of the 

Commission. We will carefully consider any proposals 

from these Committees in due course. 

We are committed to protecting our democracy and 

maintaining public confidence in our electoral system. 

The measures in the Elections Bill will ensure that our 

democracy remains secure, modern, transparent and fair. 

Local Elections: EU Citizens Living in the 

UK 

[HLWS95] 

Lord True: My Hon. Friend, the Minister of State for 

the Constitution and Devolution (Chloe Smith MP), has 

today made the following written statement: 

In June 2016, the British people voted to leave the 

European Union, and this Government was elected in 

December 2019 on a mandate to get Brexit done. 

Now that the UK has left the EU, and with the ending 

of free movement and introduction of the new points-

based immigration system in last year’s Immigration and 

Social Security Co-ordination (EU Withdrawal) Act, there 

should not be a continued, automatic right to vote and 

stand in local elections solely by virtue of being an EU 

citizen. 

As I have previously explained to this House (e.g. in 

response to PQ 66206 and PQ 175803 on 8 October 

2018), the issue of local voting rights of EU citizens 

living in the UK needs to be considered alongside the 

rights and interests of British expatriates living abroad. 

This did not form part of the Withdrawal Agreement, as 

such matters are not within the competence of the 

European Union and local voting rights are a matter for 

individual Member States. I noted how the Government 

intended to adopt reciprocal agreements with individual 

countries within the EU. 

Policy Position 

The Government proposes that EU citizens who have 

been living in the UK prior to the end of the 

Implementation Period will maintain their local voting 

and candidacy rights in England and Northern Ireland, 

provided they retain lawful immigration status, which 

goes beyond our obligations in the Withdrawal 

Agreement. It also mirrors the stance taken on the EU 

Settlement Scheme, which protects the rights of EU 

citizens who were resident here by the end of the 

Implementation Period and provides them with the UK 

immigration status they need to continue to live, work and 

access benefits and services here. To 31 May 2021, over 5 

million grants of status have been made under the scheme. 

EU citizens, who have arrived since 1 January 2021, 

will move to a position whereby future local voting and 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-statement/Lords/2021-06-17/HLWS95/
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-06-29/66206
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-06-29/66206
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2018-10-08/175803
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2018-10-08/175803


Written Statements 17 June 2021 Page 3 

candidacy rights are granted where there is an agreement 

with individual European Union Member States to 

preserve these on a bilateral basis. 

This will apply to local elections in England and 

Northern Ireland, elections to the Northern Ireland 

Assembly, and Police and Crime Commissioner elections 

in England and Wales. These measures also cover the 

polls in which EU citizens have been eligible to vote as 

part of the local franchise: local authority governance 

referendums, local council tax referendums, 

neighbourhood planning referendums and parish polls. 

Other local and devolved elections in Scotland and Wales 

are within the remit of the devolved administrations. 

The Government has already confirmed that resident 

EU citizens elected in the May 2021 local elections in 

England, and the Police and Crime Commissioner 

elections in England and Wales will be able to serve their 

full term, and this will also apply to those elected before 

2021. An EU citizen elected before these measures come 

into force, and who otherwise remains eligible, will be 

able to serve their full term. 

Citizens of the Republic of Ireland will not be affected 

by these changes, as the voting rights of Irish citizens in 

the UK long predate EU membership. The rights of 

qualifying Commonwealth citizens will also not be 

changed by these measures. As such, citizens of Malta 

and Cyprus – which are both EU Member States and 

Commonwealth countries – will continue to hold voting 

and candidacy rights in local and national elections. 

Voting and Candidacy Rights Agreements 

Local voting and candidacy rights for EU citizens who 

arrived in the UK after 31 December 2020 will therefore 

rest on the principle of a mutual grant of rights, through 

agreements with EU Member States. We have already 

secured such agreements with Spain, Portugal, 

Luxembourg and Poland. 

The UK will continue to invite EU Member States 

which are interested in entering into such agreements the 

opportunity to negotiate treaties. 

These measures therefore ensure that British nationals 

living overseas in the EU benefit from the Government’s 

approach. 

Elections Bill 

The Government intends to legislate to deliver this 

policy through the forthcoming Elections Bill. This 

approach will reflect the fact that we have left the 

European Union, reflect the settlement arrangements for 

existing EU citizens resident in the UK, and maximise 

opportunities for British nationals living overseas. 

The Elections Bill will also enfranchise more British 

citizens living overseas by abolishing the ‘15 year rule’, 

supporting our vision for a truly Global Britain. 

Citizenship 

The right to vote in Parliamentary elections and choose 

the next UK Government is already rightly restricted to 

British citizens and those with the closest historic links to 

our country. Should any EU citizen wish to gain full 

rights to participate in local and national elections, they 

may apply for British citizenship, depending on their 

circumstances. 

Making Vaccination a Condition of 

Deployment: Consultation Response 

[HLWS94] 

Lord Bethell: My Hon. Friend the Minister of State 

(Minister for Care) (Helen Whately), has today made the 

following written ministerial statement: 

On 14 April, we informed the House of our intention to 

consult on a proposal to amend regulations to require care 

home providers, with at least one resident over the age of 

65, to deploy only those workers who have received both 

doses of their COVID-19 vaccination (or have a 

legitimate medical exemption from vaccination). 

An extensive 6-week consultation, addressing both 

whether this change should be made and how, has now 

been completed. We have seen a substantial level of 

engagement with the consultation with care home staff, 

providers, wider stakeholders, residents and their families, 

in addition to the general public, making their views 

known. We have received over 13,500 responses to the 

consultation. We are very grateful to all those that took 

part. These contributions have been comprehensively 

analysed and carefully considered, and I now wish to 

inform the House of the Government’s response. 

The Social Care Working Group of the independent 

Scientific Advisory Group for Emergencies (SAGE) has 

advised that a vaccine uptake rate of 80% in staff and 

90% in residents, in each individual care home setting, 

would be needed to provide a minimum level of 

protection against outbreaks of COVID-19. 

The current overall figure of 84% for staff uptake and 

95% for residents masks significant variation at a 

regional, local and individual care home level. As of 13 

June, only 65% of care homes, with residents over 65, in 

England, are currently meeting this dual threshold for the 

first dose, and the proportion is lower in London with 

only 44% reaching the dual threshold. And – while the 

SAGE working group advice is specifically about first 

doses – it should be noted that, for second doses, only 

41% of homes are reaching this 80/90% level of coverage, 

with London having furthest to travel on only 23%. 

Therefore, there is a strong case for introducing a new 

requirement, in order to make these very high-risk 

environments as safe as possible from the devastating 

effects of COVID-19. 

While a majority of respondents to the consultation did 

not support the proposal, the responses from the adult 

social care sector were mixed, with some groups (e.g. care 

home providers) supporting the proposed legislative 

change while others (e.g. members of the Adult Social 

Care Workforce) were opposed. While some of those who 

receive care and their relatives have expressed caution 

about vaccination as a condition of deployment, many 

have told us that they want themselves (or their relative) 

to be cared for by someone who is fully vaccinated. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-statement/Lords/2021-06-17/HLWS94/
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We see a clear public health rationale for driving 

vaccination uptake in care homes. It should also be noted 

that significant parts of the adult social care sector 

(providers and workforce) do support the proposal. It is 

our view that the combination of consultation responses 

and public health evidence provides a strong foundation 

on which to proceed with the policy. This is based upon 

minimising transmission of COVID-19 and protecting 

residents in high-risk settings who are most vulnerable to 

severe illness and death as a result of contracting the 

virus. 

We will be making 3 key changes to the proposals set 

out in the original consultation document. These changes 

are in response to views expressed in the consultation and 

are made with the intention to best protect all care home 

residents who are clinically vulnerable to COVID-19. 

We will: 

• Extend the scope of the policy to all CQC-registered 

care homes in England providing accommodation for 

persons who require nursing or personal care, not just 

care homes which have at least one person over the age 

of 65 living in their home. This will bring into scope 

care homes for working age adults. 

• Extend the condition of deployment to include all 

persons working in a care home, regardless of their role 

(excluding residents of the care home; friends and 

family of residents; those entering to assist with an 

emergency; those undertaking urgent maintenance 

work; and those under the age of 18). The condition 

will apply, for example, to healthcare professionals, 

hairdressers, tradespeople and CQC inspectors. The 

requirement will not apply to the outdoor surrounding 

grounds of care home premises. 

• The initial proposals set out that individuals would be 

exempt from the requirement if they have an allergy or 

condition that the Green Book lists (Chapter 14a, page 

16) as a reason not to administer a vaccine. We will 

additionally provide exemptions for those under the age 

of 18; those who are clinical trial participants; and, in 

exceptional circumstances, where a person has a 

medical reason not to be vaccinated. Guidance will give 

more detail about exemptions, which will reflect the 

Green Book on Immunisation against infectious disease 

(COVID-19: the green book, chapter 14a) and clinical 

advice from the Joint Committee of Vaccination and 

Immunisation (JCVI). 

The Government’s intention is to bring an amendment 

to the Health and Social Care Act 2008 (Regulated 

Activities) Regulations 2014 legislation to the House, at 

the earliest opportunity. If approved by Parliament, there 

will be a 16-week grace period from when the regulations 

are made to when they come into force, to enable staff 

who have not been vaccinated to take up the vaccine. 

A copy of the Government’s response to the 

consultation will be deposited in the libraries of both 

Houses. 

 

Intention to launch a wider consultation 

The responses to this consultation made a clear case for 

extending this policy beyond care homes to other settings 

where people vulnerable to COVID-19 may also receive 

care. 

We will therefore launch shortly a further public 

consultation on whether or not to make COVID-19 

vaccination a condition of deployment in healthcare and 

the wider social care sector, to help protect patients and 

the people they care for from becoming seriously ill or 

dying from the virus. 

The consultation will also explore whether flu 

vaccination should be a condition of deployment in the 

health and social care sector. Flu is a serious illness for 

vulnerable cared-for people who may suffer serious 

complications from infection, including death. Outbreaks 

of flu in care settings are common most winters and it is 

important we explore this option to protect those at risk. 

Manchester Arena Inquiry Report: 

Publication of Volume 1 

[HLWS98] 

Baroness Williams of Trafford: My rt hon Friend the 

Secretary of State for the Home Department (Priti Patel) 

has today made the following Written Ministerial 

Statement: 

Today the Manchester Arena Inquiry has 

published Volume 1 of its report, which has been laid 

before the House. The report can be found at  

www.manchesterarenainquiry.org.uk and on GOV.UK.  

Further volumes of the report will be published at a later 

date. 

This report relates in particular to its investigation into 

the Manchester Arena complex and security 

arrangements. I am grateful for the strength and courage 

of the victims’ families and the survivors, and the 

engagement of all those who have shared their 

experiences to ensure the Inquiry can deliver its vital 

work. 

Government will review this report and consider how to 

respond to its content in due course. 

I would also like to thank Sir Jonathan Saunders for his 

ongoing work to uncover the lessons to be learned for the 

future from this tragic attack. 

Medical Devices (Coronavirus Test Device 

Authorisations) (Amendment) Regulations 

2021 

[HLWS92] 

Lord Bethell: My Hon. Friend the Parliamentary 

Under Secretary of State (Minister for Prevention, Public 

Health and Primary Care) (Jo Churchill) has made the 

following written statement: 

 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-statement/Lords/2021-06-17/HLWS98/
http://www.manchesterarenainquiry.org.uk/
http://www.manchesterarenainquiry.org.uk/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-statement/Lords/2021-06-17/HLWS92/
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Testing will remain important to controlling and 

containing the virus going forward. We will need a 

reliable supply of high quality tests available to give 

people and businesses the confidence to go about their 

usual activities. 

Consumers should have clear comparable information 

so they can cut through any confusion in a rapidly 

growing market for COVID-19 tests and buy with 

confidence. People need to know the tests they buy will 

be as good as those they would receive through the NHS 

and that they can trust the results they get in order to 

manage their behaviour accordingly. 

The Statutory Instrument we are laying today will 

establish a regulatory regime by which this Government 

will ensure all tests on the UK market meet minimum 

standards of sensitivity and specificity. The regulations 

allow us to build a framework to validate all antigen and 

molecular tests sold in the UK market to the same high 

standards established for government-procured tests. 

We will establish a clear process for manufacturers to 

get their test onto the market as quickly and easily as 

possible, giving consumers assurance of test accuracy. 

We have set in these regulations performance thresholds 

that will provide robust criteria for industry to meet when 

putting their tests on the UK market. 

We will publish a register of tests that have passed their 

validation along with other appropriate information about 

them. This will be set in a clear and comparable way for 

each test. Consequently, test users may thereafter be in a 

position to make prudent choices when buying kits and 

individual consumers are empowered. 

We intend for this regime to recover its costs primarily 

from manufacturers rather than be supported by 

taxpayers. This point was agreed by the majority of 

respondents, during a public consultation, . However, we 

are also conscious of concerns raised during the 

consultation that if fees are set too high, it could present a 

barrier to SME manufacturers entering the market. In 

response, we have included a discounted fee for such 

businesses so that they are not blocked from bringing new 

tests to market. 

In order to balance the need to give industry reasonable 

time against the need to remedy market failure, the 

instrument includes a grace period to enable tests to 

continue to be supplied whilst they complete the 

validation process. This will mean any test already on the 

market will be able to remain so as long as their 

manufacturers adhere to the new requirements. They will 

have until the 1st September to apply for the validation 

process. They will then have until 31st October to pass 

validation. A test that fails validation, will need to be 

removed from the market. 

We are confident this regulation is a proportionate and 

appropriate measure to ensure that all COVID-19 tests 

available across the UK meet the standards this validation 

process will establish. 

Protecting public health is my overriding concern. We 

have thus first and foremost considered what impacts 

potentially bringing a regulatory regime for validation of 

COVID-19 tests will have on public health, as well as the 

safety of the tests themselves, their availability, and the 

likelihood of the UK being seen as a favourable place to 

carry out research on, develop and manufacture COVID-

19 tests. In all these regards we believe this regulation 

will have a positive impact on the quality, safety, and 

supply of high quality COVID-19 detection tests. 

We will also place the draft of the guidance document 

for manufacturers in the House Libraries of Both Houses’ 

to support colleagues in their scrutiny of the Statutory 

Instrument. We will also lay before the debate the Impact 

Assessment to further support colleagues in their scrutiny 

function. 

Vulcan Site at Dounreay: Defueling and Fuel 

Management 

[HLWS93] 

Baroness Goldie: My hon. Friend the Minister of State 

for Defence Procurement (Jeremy Quin MP) has made the 

following Written Ministerial Statement: 

On 25th March 2015, the then Secretary of State for 

Defence, the Right Hon. Sir Michael Fallon made a 

statement about the findings of the Royal Navy Nuclear 

Reactor Prototype Review. At the time it was anticipated 

that defueling and fuel management activities would 

continue at the Vulcan Naval Reactor Test Establishment 

at Dounreay in Scotland until the end of 2022. 

While I can confirm that the Ministry of Defence 

remains committed to the timely decommissioning of the 

Vulcan site, a recent review of the totality of fuel 

management activity has identified that the facilities used 

at Vulcan will now be required longer than originally 

planned. The Department will deliver its intent to remove 

fuel from the site as soon as is reasonably practicable and 

we will therefore pursue an effective balance of 

decommissioning delivery while meeting the need to 

support the extended scope of the operational work. It is 

not expected the decision to extend fuel management 

activity at the Vulcan site for up to three years will impact 

on the coherent approach being taken with the activity at 

the Dounreay civil site. 
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Written Answers 
Thursday, 17 June 2021 

Ajax Vehicles: Procurement 

Asked by The Marquess of Lothian 

To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to reports 

of design flaws in the Ajax armoured fighting vehicles, 

what is the timetable for delivery of the Ajax Armoured 

Vehicle programme; and what assessment they have 

made of whether the programme will be delivered (1) 

on time, and (2) in budget. [HL1010] 

Baroness Goldie: The current forecast Initial Operating 

Capability, or IOC, is 30 June 2021, with a 50% 

confidence, and a 90% confidence for September 2021. 

To be clear the Department will not take the programme 

into IOC until we are confident that we have achieved 

what we need to achieve at this stage of the vehicle’s 

development. 

The contract with General Dynamics Land Systems UK 

is a firm price contract to deliver the requirement in a set 

budget. 

Disability Aids 

Asked by Baroness Gale 

To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to reports 

of shortages of tubular steel, what arrangements they 

plan to put in place to ensure that the NHS has enough 

supplies of rehabilitation equipment including (1) 

walking frames, (2) four-wheeled walkers, and (3) 

rollators. [HL849] 

Lord Bethell: Walking frames, four-wheeled walkers 

and rollators are largely made of tubular aluminium for 

lightweight purposes and therefore no impact of the 

reported steel shortages is expected. 

Medical Equipment: Innovation 

Asked by Lord Hunt of Kings Heath 

To ask Her Majesty's Government how many of the 

medical device innovations sent from the HealthTec 

Connect portal in its first 12 months to (1) NHS, and (2) 

Government, agencies, have since been adopted by 

NHS Supply Chain. [HL853] 

Lord Bethell: In the first 12 months of HealthTech 

Connect’s operation, 180 technologies were submitted, of 

which 142 were shared with NHS Supply Chain. None 

were selected. 

NHS Supply Chain do not determine which products 

are appropriate for adoption by the National Health 

Service but may respond where products are selected by 

NHS England and NHS Improvement for adoption via 

routes such as MedTech Funding and the Accelerated 

Access Collaborative. 

Asked by Lord Hunt of Kings Heath 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what plans they 

have (1) to put in place a framework agreement 

specifically for the adoption of medical devices 

innovation, and (2) to ensure that each procurement 

framework agreement has a section specifically for 

innovation adoption to speed up the use of innovative 

medical devices for patients. [HL854] 

Lord Bethell: There are currently no plans for an 

additional framework agreement for medical device 

innovation. However, current frameworks do 

accommodate innovations from existing suppliers. 

NHS: Finance 

Asked by Lord Scriven 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment 

they have made of the value to taxpayers of over £4 

million per annum being paid from NHS Trust budgets 

to cover the cost of NHS Providers. [HL809] 

Lord Bethell: We have made no such assessment. It is 

for National Health Service trusts and foundation trusts to 

decide whether to join a representative body and whether 

it provides value for money. 

Oman: Military Bases 

Asked by Baroness Bennett of Manor Castle 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what plans they 

have to conduct a post-construction environmental 

impact assessment of their new port at Duqm in Oman; 

whether they have made any assessment of the (1) 

overall environmental impact, and (2) impact on 

Arabian humpback whales, of the visit of HMS Queen 

Elizabeth to that port. [HL834] 

Baroness Goldie: The Omani Port of Duqm Company 

administers the port and the Ministry of Defence has, and 

will continue to, comply with all relevant Omani and UK 

environmental regulations. This includes environmental 

impact assessments, if required, for all UK Defence 

activity at the port. The Port of Duqm Company has 

conducted an environmental health survey and the UK 

and Oman have a regular dialogue which encompasses a 

wide range of topics, including the environment. 

Schools: Opening Hours 

Asked by Lord Baker of Dorking 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what estimate they 

have made of the cost of all secondary schools in 

England extending the teaching day by 30 minutes in 

2021–22. [HL698] 

Baroness Berridge: The next stage of the 

Government's long-term recovery plan will include a 

review of time spent in school and 16-19 further 

education colleges, and the impact this could have on 

helping children and young people to catch up. 
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This review will consider a wide range of evidence on 

the use of time in schools and 16-19 colleges, including 

costs. The findings of the review will be set out later in 

the year to inform the Spending Review. This is a 

potentially significant change to existing arrangements, 

and we plan to work closely with teachers, parents, and 

children to review the evidence and understand their 

views. 

State Retirement Pensions: Females 

Asked by Baroness Altmann 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what interest rate 

is applied to the arrears payments for women whose 

automatic pension uplifts were not applied as they 

should have been since 2008, and who are now 

receiving the back-dated amounts due. [HL1033] 

Baroness Stedman-Scott: Where underpayments are 

identified, the Department is contacting individuals to 

inform them of the changes to their State Pension amount 

and of any arrears payment they will receive in 

accordance with the law. 

Asked by Baroness Altmann 

To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they have 

identified why automatic pension uplifts were not 

applied since 2008 to women's State Pension when their 

husbands reached State Pension Age; and what steps 

they have taken to ensure that future pension payments 

are subject to checks. [HL1035] 

Baroness Stedman-Scott: As set out in the written 

statement of 4th March 2021, laid in both Houses, the 

Department IT systems produce an electronic prompt to 

consider if an individual’s State Pension amount should 

be increased. The prompt requires Department Staff to 

take further manual action and, in some cases, this did not 

take place. 

The Department is undertaking additional quality 

assurance checks to ensure that State Pension payments 

are accurate. 

Transport: Finance 

Asked by Lord Blencathra 

To ask Her Majesty's Government, since March 2020, 

how much money they have given for transport-related 

purposes to (1) Transport for London, and (2) all other 

councils and transport authorities in England; and what 

is the per capita amount of expenditure for those living 

(a) in the Greater London area, and (b) in the rest of 

England. [HL843] 

Baroness Vere of Norbiton: In the financial year 

2020/21 my Department provided £3.2bn to Transport for 

London and £4.2bn to other councils and local authorities 

for transport-related purposes. These figures will be 

confirmed when the Department’s annual report and 

accounts are published in September. 

To provide further context, in the financial year 

2020/21 over £13bn was spent on transport related 

purposes in response to Covid-19 or as part of wider 

recovery measures. TfL received £2.457bn funding and 

financing (included with the £3.2bn figure above) to 

ensure the continued operation of their transport services, 

at a time when passenger demand was significantly 

reduced. 

Outside of London we allocated £8.5bn to rail services, 

£1.257bn for bus operators, and £142m for light rail. This 

ensured that key modes of public transport continued to 

operate. Details of the measures and costs associated have 

been published in the National Audit Office online tracker 

of the Government's interventions on Covid-19. This is 

available online on the NAO’s website. 

Per Capita analysis of our expenditure will be available 

in the Country and Regional Analysis published later this 

year, which is available at online at Gov.uk. 

Travel: Coronavirus 

Asked by Lord Balfe 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment 

they have made of the difference in the cost of COVID-

19 tests for travellers (1) entering, and (2) leaving, the 

UK. [HL831] 

Baroness Vere of Norbiton: It is a matter for each 

country to decide on appropriate health measures and how 

Covid-19 tests are provided. We recognise that the cost of 

tests can be high. The Government is working with the 

travel industry and private testing providers to see how 

we can further reduce costs for the British public while 

ensuring travel is as safe as possible. 

The price of tests has reduced significantly in recent 

weeks, bringing the UK in line with other countries, and 

some providers are offering testing packages for arrivals 

countries on the green list starting at £43. The 

Government is considering a range of options to lower the 

cost of testing, including cheaper tests being used when 

passengers return home. 

UK Relations with EU: Northern Ireland 

Asked by Lord Kilclooney 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment 

they have made of the impact of the Protocol on 

Ireland/Northern Ireland on the territorial integrity of 

the UK; and whether they consider that any such impact 

arising from the Protocol was justified in order to 

secure a wider agreement on the terms of the UK's 

departure from the EU. [HL956] 

Lord Frost: The Protocol itself is clear that Northern 

Ireland remains an integral part of the United Kingdom, 

its internal market and customs territory. 
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Voting Rights: British Nationals Abroad 

Asked by Lord Wallace of Saltaire 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what plans they 

have, if any, to finance the cost of extending overseas 

voting rights (1) directly, or (2) from fees attached to 

registration, or (3) by any other means. [HL980] 

Lord True: The new burdens doctrine will cover any 

additional registration costs for the registration of newly 

enfranchised overseas electors. UK Parliamentary election 

costs are paid from the Consolidated Fund. Overseas 

electors are only eligible to vote in UK general elections. 

 In Budget 2021, for the coming year, the Government 

has provided an additional £2.5 million towards removing 

the arbitrary limit preventing British citizens who live 

overseas from voting after 15 years. 
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