
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Monday 

1 February 2021 

P A R L I A M E N T A R Y  D E B A T E S  

(HANSARD) 

HOUSE OF LORDS 
 

WRITTEN STATEMENTS AND 

WRITTEN ANSWERS 

Written Statements ................................................ 1 

Written Answers ..................................................... 6 

 

    Session 2019-21 

         No. 180 



[I] indicates that the member concerned has a relevant registered interest. The full register of interests can be found at 

http://www.parliament.uk/mps-lords-and-offices/standards-and-interests/register-of-lords-interests/ 

Members who want a printed copy of Written Answers and Written Statements should notify the Printed Paper Office. 

This printed edition is a reproduction of the original text of Answers and Statements, which can be found on the internet 

at http://www.parliament.uk/writtenanswers/. 

Ministers and others who make Statements or answer Questions are referred to only by name, not their ministerial or 

other title. The current list of ministerial and other responsibilities is as follows. 

 

Minister Responsibilities 

Baroness Evans of Bowes Park Leader of the House of Lords and Lord Privy Seal 

Earl Howe Deputy Leader of the House of Lords 

Lord Agnew of Oulton Minister of State, Treasury and Cabinet Office  

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon Minister of State, Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office 

Lord Ashton of Hyde Chief Whip 

Baroness Barran Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Department for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport 

Baroness Berridge Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Department for Education and Department for 

International Trade 

Lord Bethell Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Department of Health and Social Care  

Baroness Bloomfield of Hinton 

Waldrist 

Whip 

Lord Callanan Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Department for Business, Energy and Industrial 

Strategy 

Earl of Courtown Deputy Chief Whip 

Lord Gardiner of Kimble Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Department for Environment, Food and Rural 

Affairs 

Baroness Goldie Minister of State, Ministry of Defence 

Lord Goldsmith of Richmond Park  Minister of State, Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs and Foreign, 

Commonwealth and Development Office 

Lord Greenhalgh Minister of State, Home Office and Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local 

Government 

Lord Grimstone of Boscobel Minister of State, Department of Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy and Department 

for International Trade 

Lord Parkinson of Whitley Bay Whip 

Baroness Penn Whip 

Baroness Scott of Bybrook Whip 

Baroness Stedman-Scott Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Department for Work and Pensions 

Lord Stewart of Dirleton Advocate-General for Scotland 

Lord True Minister of State, Cabinet Office 

Baroness Vere of Norbiton Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Department for Transport 

Baroness Williams of Trafford Minister of State, Home Office 

Lord Wolfson of Tredegar  Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Department of Justice 

Viscount Younger of Leckie Whip 

 

         © Parliamentary Copyright House of Lords 2021 

This publication may be reproduced under the terms of the Open Parliament licence,  

which is published at www.parliament.uk/site-information/copyright/ 

  

http://www.parliament.uk/mps-lords-and-offices/standards-and-interests/register-of-lords-interests/
http://www.parliament.uk/mps-lords-and-offices/standards-and-interests/register-of-lords-interests/
http://www.parliament.uk/writtenanswers
http://www.parliament.uk/writtenanswers


Written Statements 1 February 2021 Page 1 

Written Statements 
Monday, 1 February 2021 

Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement 

for Trans-Pacific Partnership 

[HLWS743] 

Lord Grimstone of Boscobel: My Rt Hon Friend the 

Secretary of State for International Trade (Liz Truss MP) 

has today made the following statement. 

Today, the Government submitted its notification of 

intent to begin the Comprehensive and Progressive 

Agreement for Trans-Pacific Partnership (CPTPP) 

accession process. 

This notification of intent comes shortly after the UK 

celebrates one year since leaving the EU and becoming an 

independent trading nation. 

It is our first step in accession to CPTPP which is part 

of a big strategic move that aims to deepen the UK’s 

access to fast-growing markets and major economies of 

the future, including Mexico, Malaysia and Vietnam, for 

the benefit of UK business. 

Joining the £9 trillion free trade area will cut tariffs for 

vital UK industries like food and drink and cars and create 

new opportunities for future industries like tech and 

services, ultimately supporting and creating high-value 

jobs across the United Kingdom and helping the country 

build back better from Covid. 

Unlike EU membership, joining does not require the 

UK to cede control over our laws, borders, or money. 

The UK would be the first country to take forward 

accession negotiations since the agreement was formed in 

2018, putting us at the front of the queue to become the 

next full member. A number of other countries have also 

expressed an interest in joining, including Thailand, 

Taiwan and South Korea. 

Joining is a critical part of the government’s wider trade 

strategy, which aims to deepen links with some of the 

fastest growing parts of the world, partnering with 

countries who believe in free and fair trade. 

CPTPP is one of the most important free trade areas in 

the world, accounting for 13% of global GDP in 2019. 

CPTPP GDP would rise to 16% if the UK were to join. 

CPTPP removes tariffs on 95% of goods traded 

between members and reduces other barriers to trade 

across four continents. CPTPP countries accounted for 

£111 billion worth of UK trade in 2019 and the 2016-

2019 annual growth in UK trade with CPTPP member 

countries was 8% a year. Joining now opens the way to 

further increase trade with these economies, enabling the 

UK to build back better by bringing more opportunities 

for our businesses and supporting jobs for our people. 

Benefits that membership will bring for businesses 

include: 

• Modern digital trade rules that allow data to flow 

freely between members, remove unnecessary barriers 

for businesses, and protect commercial source code and 

encryption. 

• Eliminating tariffs quicker on UK exports including 

whisky (down from 165% to 0% in Malaysia) and cars 

(reducing to 0% in Canada by 2022, two years earlier 

than through the UK-Canada trade deal). 

• Rules of Origin that allow content from any country 

within CPTPP to count as ‘originating’. For example, 

this would mean that cars made in the UK could use 

more Japanese-originating car parts, such as batteries. 

• Easier travel for businesspeople between CPTPP 

countries, such as the potential for faster and cheaper 

visas. 

As well as removing trade barriers, CPTPP helps 

businesses trade easily across borders and keep supply 

chains open and predictable. Joining CPTPP will help us 

diversify our supply chains, which could help make us 

more resilient in an adverse environment such as the 

Coronavirus pandemic. 

Joining CPTPP also creates an opportunity to help 

level-up the UK. UK regions and nations exported 

between £1bn and £3.7bn worth of goods to CPTPP 

countries last year, including £2.4billion worth of exports 

from Scotland, £2billion from the North West, and 

£3.1billion from the East Midlands. 

CPTPP membership is a key part of the Government’s 

plan to position the UK at the centre of a network of 

modern free trade deals that support jobs and drive 

economic growth at home, while also positioning us as a 

champion of free trade and reform of the rules-based 

system abroad. 

CPTPP sets modern rules in areas of increasing 

importance for UK industry and business. This includes 

strategically important sectors such as digital, financial, 

professional and business services. Digitally delivered 

services from the UK to CPTPP members, for example, 

already hit £18.7billion in 2019, joining now creates an 

opportunity to unleash forward leaning parts of our 

economy like this. 

Furthermore, membership puts the UK is in a prime 

position to help reshape these global rules in UK strengths 

like digital and data, and in services. 

It would help to secure our future place in the world as 

a leader in a network of countries committed to free trade 

and send a powerful signal to the rest of the world that as 

an independent trading nation the UK will champion free 

trade, fight protectionism and remove barriers to trade at 

every opportunity. In doing so, we aim to turn the UK, a 

newly independent trading nation, into a global hub for 

businesses and investors wanting to trade with the rest of 

the world. 

Over the last two years, we have engaged with all 11 

member countries at both ministerial and official level to 

discuss UK accession to CPTPP. All CPTPP members 

have welcomed the UK’s interest in accession. 
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As part of one of the largest consultation exercises run 

by the UK Government in 2018, we sought views on 

potential UK accession to CPTPP and are using these 

responses to inform our preparations. We are continuing 

to engage business, civil society, and trade unions on an 

ongoing basis where they can outline their priorities. 

As we have committed, the UK will publish its 

negotiation objectives, scoping analysis, and consultation 

response for public and parliamentary scrutiny, and when 

we are ready to begin formal negotiations. 

We will only accede to CPTPP on terms compatible 

with the UK’s broader interests and domestic priorities. 

The Government has been clear that the NHS and the 

price it pays for drugs is not for sale in any trade 

negotiations – including CPTPP – and that it will not sign 

trade deals that compromise the UK’s high environmental 

protections, animal welfare and food standards. 

Design and Building Standards 

[HLWS746] 

Lord Greenhalgh: My Rt Hon. Friend, the Secretary 

of State for the Ministry of Housing, Communities and 

Local Government (Robert Jenrick) has today made the 

following Written Ministerial Statement: 

In late 2018, the Government established the Building 

Better, Building Beautiful Commission. Under the 

leadership of Nicholas Boys Smith and the late Sir Roger 

Scruton, it was tasked with championing beauty in the 

built environment and advising the government on the 

reforms needed to ensure new homes are built to much 

higher, locally popular design standards and reflect local 

character and preferences. 

The Building Better, Building Beautiful Commission’s 

report, ‘Living with Beauty’, set out 45 policy 

propositions, for government and industry, on ways the 

planning and development process needed to change to 

provide the conditions for building more beautiful places. 

The report set out three principle aims: to ‘ask for 

beauty’, to ‘refuse ugliness’ and to ‘promote 

stewardship’. 

When the report was published, we welcomed the 

Commission’s recommendations and committed to taking 

forward as many of them as possible. We agreed with the 

Commission’s assessment that the design quality of new 

development is too often mediocre and that systemic 

change would be needed to ensure design and beauty 

were a core part of the planning process, not an 

afterthought. 

Over the past 12 months, we have undertaken a review 

of the existing planning system to consider what changes 

the government could make to deliver on the 

Commission’s ambitions. As part of this, on 6 August we 

published ‘Planning for the Future’ which included 

proposals for putting beauty at the heart of the planning 

system. This set out the importance of setting local 

expectations on design, ensuring communities have their 

say and promoting more widespread use of digital 

technologies to open up the design and planning processes 

to communities and encourage more participation in the 

planning system. 

Following this work, on 30 January 2021, we published 

a comprehensive response to the Commission’s report 

setting out clear steps the government is taking to embed 

beauty, design and placemaking in the planning system. 

First, we are proposing significant revisions to the 

National Planning Policy Framework to put a greater 

emphasis on design and beauty. For the first time in the 

modern planning system, beauty and placemaking will be 

a strategic policy in their own right. This will put an 

emphasis on granting permission for well-designed 

buildings and refusing it for poor quality schemes. To 

ensure local preferences lie at the heart of this, we are 

asking all local authorities to work with local 

communities to produce local design codes or guides, 

setting out the design standards that new buildings will be 

expected to meet. These reforms will empower 

communities to expect and demand beauty in the built 

environment. 

Second, we are also introducing a new expectation that 

all new streets should be tree-lined. This will deliver on 

the government’s manifesto commitment for tree-lined 

streets, improve biodiversity and support the 

government’s wider ambitions to plant 40 million trees. 

The updated National Planning Policy Framework will 

also include wider changes to address environmental 

issues, including on managing the risk of floods, 

supporting heritage listings and amend the rules for the 

application of Article 4 Directions. The consultation on 

the revisions to the National Planning Policy Framework 

was launched on the 30 January 2021 and will close on 27 

March 2021. 

Third, in line with the Commission’s recommendations, 

we have produced the first National Model Design Code. 

We agree with the Commission’s view that the use of 

local design codes, in which communities have a say, is 

an effective way of setting design expectations that will 

shape and deliver beautiful homes and places. Whereas a 

design guide sets out high level principles of good design, 

a design code sets out illustrated design requirements that 

provide specific, detailed parameters or constraints for the 

physical development of a site or area. The National 

Model Design Code provides a clear framework setting 

out the parameters that contribute to good design and a 

step-by-step process for local authorities to follow to 

produce their own local codes and guides. We have made 

clear in the National Planning Policy Framework that all 

areas should produce their own codes or guides, based on 

the principles set out in the Design Code. The Prime 

Minister also recently set out his ten point plan for a green 

industrial revolution, which will create, support and 

protect hundreds of thousands of green jobs, whilst 

making strides towards net zero by 2050. This includes 

plans to make cycling and walking more attractive ways 

to travel, making our homes, schools and hospitals 

greener, warmer and more energy efficient and protecting 

and restoring our natural environment, planting 30,000 
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hectares of trees every year, whilst creating and retaining 

thousands of jobs. This vision is at the heart of the 

National Model Design Code which puts a strong 

emphasis on building greener and more energy-efficient 

developments. 

Fourth, to ensure communities understand the principles 

and vision set out in the National Model Design Code and 

to support them to apply it, we intend to establish a new 

Office for Place within the next year. This organisation 

will draw on Britain’s world-class design expertise to 

support communities to turn their visions of beautiful 

design into local standards all new buildings will be 

required to meet. We will be establishing an interim 

Office for Place within the Ministry of Housing, 

Communities and Local Government, with a transition 

board chaired by Nicholas Boys Smith tasked with 

considering what form the organisation should take, 

informed by responses to the ‘Planning for the Future’ 

consultation. The interim Office for Place will begin the 

work to drive up design standards now. This year it will 

be piloting the Design Code with 20 communities and 

empowering local authorities to demand beauty, design 

quality and placemaking, through training on the 

principles outlined in the Code. We have launched an 

expression of interest for local authorities to apply to be 

one of the first ten pilot areas and the recipients of a share 

of £500,000 to support this work. We are seeking views 

on the draft National Model Design Code, alongside the 

National Planning Policy Framework consultation. 

Fifth, the Government is also relaunching the 

Community Housing Fund, making £4 million available 

to help Community Land Trusts bid for funds to support 

them to prepare bids for the £11.5 billion Affordable 

Homes Programme. This programme is the largest 

investment in affordable housing in a decade and will 

provide up to 180,000 new homes across England, should 

economic conditions allow. 

Looking forward, the Government’s ‘Planning for the 

Future’ White Paper published on 6 August 2020 outlined 

a set of reforms that are intended to lay the foundations 

for future housebuilding and economic development, 

whilst meeting our commitments to design, the 

environment and climate. As more homes are delivered 

under the new system, they will be built to higher 

standards, placing a clear emphasis on design, beauty, 

heritage and sustainability and ensuring that communities 

are at the heart of the planning system. We are currently 

analysing the 40,000 consultation responses and will 

publish a response in due course. 

Finally, the Government is also encouraging local 

communities to nominate historic buildings, monuments, 

parks and gardens and other heritage assets they value so 

they can be protected through the planning system. 

Following an overwhelmingly positive response to the 

expressions of interest, funding has been doubled to £1.5 

million, allowing 22 areas to develop and update their 

local heritage lists, instead of the ten originally 

announced. 

The response to the Building Better, Building Beautiful 

Commission’s report, along with the reforms to the 

National Planning Policy Framework, the National 

Design Code, the intention to establish the Office for 

Place and our wider proposals to reform the planning 

system, will ensure that for the first time design is 

established as a core pillar of the planning process. They 

will encourage a more diverse and competitive building 

industry. They will make the planning process more 

digital and accessible for everyone, not just those with 

planning expertise or with the time to attend late night 

meetings. They will support communities to define their 

visions of good design and empower them to demand 

these standards are met in all new developments. 

Ultimately, they will ensure that beautiful homes and 

places become the expectation and the norm. 

Free Trade Agreements 

[HLWS747] 

Lord Grimstone of Boscobel: My hon Friend the 

Minister for International Trade (Ranil Jayawardena MP) 

has today made the following statement. 

In under two years, HM Government has secured trade 

deals with 63 countries, which covered £217 billion of 

trade in 2019. Taken alongside our recent deal with the 

European Union, trade worth £885 billion in 2019 is now 

covered. No country, anywhere in the world, at any point 

in history, has conducted trade negotiations concurrently 

on this scale nor with our ambition. 

We reached agreements with some of our largest 

trading partners such as Canada, South Korea, 

Switzerland and Norway – and agreed Economic 

Partnership Agreements with South Africa, Kenya and 

others. Most recently, on 29th December 2020, we secured 

a trade agreement with Turkey – worth £18.6 billion in 

the previous full year. All have been on the basis of 

providing continuity to the existing trading arrangements 

that we enjoy and providing a firm foundation for deeper 

trading relations in the future. 

This strong progress not only accounts for 97% of the 

value of trade with non-EU countries that we initially set 

out to secure agreements with – it goes further. Since the 

beginning of the Transition Period, we expanded the 

ambition of our programme to go above and beyond its 

original scope. In doing so, we secured agreements with 

Japan, Singapore, Vietnam and Turkey, which accounted 

for £72 billion of trade in 2019. 

This has been the culmination of extensive work led by 

my Department, working hand-in-hand with the Foreign, 

Commonwealth and Development Office, and carried out 

across the whole of HM Government. Whilst this has 

been a difficult time, we and our partners have adapted 

our work – as far as possible – to reflect the reality of the 

global pandemic, and respecting public health, to bring 

forward deals that work for British businesses and the 

British people. 

Parliamentary scrutiny has, and always will be, 

important in trade negotiations. All continuity agreements 
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are laid in Parliament under the terms of the 

Constitutional Reform and Governance Act 2010 (CRaG) 

for scrutiny, and we will continue following this process 

for future trade agreements. 

HM Government has built on statutory commitments by 

voluntarily publishing parliamentary reports alongside 

agreements, identifying and explaining clearly any 

differences with previous EU agreements. My 

Department has held close and constructive discussions 

with the Parliamentary Committees on the progress of our 

programme over the last few years too; I was pleased to 

see this engagement praised by the Lords’ International 

Agreements Sub-Committee in their report on Working 

Practices. 

Trade remains a reserved matter, but we have engaged 

with the devolved administrations, crown dependencies 

and overseas territories on the continuity programme 

regularly, including through sharing of texts and 

providing implementation support. 

Where a continuity agreement was unable to complete 

the CRaG process before the end of the Transition Period, 

we have brought them into effect via ‘Provisional 

Application’, or through a ‘Bridging Mechanism’. These 

are tried and tested methods, used widely around the 

world, and do not affect Parliament’s ability to fully 

scrutinise these deals under CRaG. All signed agreements 

will be submitted to Parliament for scrutiny. We have also 

recently re-published a technical note outlining how we 

have brought agreements into force and effect, as well as 

those we have not been able to complete, due to entry-

into-force considerations. 

Many deals have been done – even where it was 

previously thought by some to be impossible – but we 

have always been clear that we will only agree to a deal if 

it is in the British national interest, irrespective of 

deadlines. Likewise, factors in those countries with who 

we are negotiating, such as elections or delays in forming 

a government, can intervene and halt trade negotiations. 

As a result, it was not possible to secure agreements with 

Serbia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Algeria, Montenegro 

and Albania by the end of the Transition Period. British 

exports to these markets totalled less than £1 billion in 

2019, or just 0.07% of our total trade. 

In addition, though we were unable to sign an 

agreement for entry into force on 1st January, Ghana 

reached a consensus with us on the main elements of an 

agreement on 31st December 2020. All these countries 

remain valued partners on a range of economic and 

security issues, so our message is clear – if they wish to 

regain the terms of trade that have existed in recent past, 

they will find a willing partner in Britain. We have 

published updated guidance on GOV.UK to make sure 

businesses are aware of the changes that came into force 

at the turn of the year. 

Our continuity programme will deliver a real and 

positive impact for British businesses and consumers. 

And this is not the end of the journey. There is more to do 

in the months and years ahead. 

All the deals my Department is negotiating will bring 

trade and investment to Britain – delivering economic 

growth, creating opportunity in every corner of our great 

country, helping Britain bounce back. 

Trade leads to better jobs and higher wages for workers; 

and more choice and lower prices for consumers. Trade 

helps protect our environment and protect our health. 

Trade is a force for good and I look forward to making 

further progress in the future. 

Hong Kong British National (Overseas) 

Route 

[HLWS745] 

Baroness Williams of Trafford: My rt hon Friend the 

Secretary of State for the Home Department (Priti Patel) 

has today made the following Written Ministerial 

Statement: 

I am pleased to confirm that the Government has 

launched the Hong Kong British National (Overseas) 

(BN(O)) route on 31 January 2021. 

The introduction of the Hong Kong BN(O) route 

follows the imposition of the National Security Law on 

Hong Kong by the Chinese Government in June 2020, 

which restricted the rights and freedoms of the people of 

Hong Kong and breached the Joint Declaration. 

The basis for this route was established through 

changes to the Immigration Rules made on 22 October 

2020, creating a route to settlement for BN(O) status 

holders from Hong Kong. 

Eligible BN(O) status holders, and their family 

members, will be able to come to the UK to live, study 

and work. After five years in the UK, they will also be 

able to apply for settlement, followed by citizenship after 

a further 12 months. 

As I have said throughout the development of this 

route, this is absolutely the right thing to do, in 

recognition of the historic commitment of the UK to the 

people of Hong Kong, and specifically to those who 

elected to retain their ties to the UK through obtaining 

BN(O) status. 

I am also pleased to announce that from 23 February 

2021, applications to the route can be made through a 

fully digital process, using the new technology developed 

for the UK’s points-based immigration system. 

This means that if an eligible applicant holds a BN(O), 

Hong Kong Special Administrative Region (HKSAR), or 

EEA biometric passport, they will be able follow a 

quicker and easier process by submitting their biometrics 

to validate their identity through a smartphone app, rather 

than visiting a Visa Application Centre. Successful 

applicants will receive a digital status, which they will be 

able to check and prove online. 

BN(O) status holders and their dependents are the 

second group after EEA nationals to have access to this 

new digital process, which further upholds our 

commitment to them. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-statement/Lords/2021-02-01/HLWS745/


Written Statements 1 February 2021 Page 5 

In addition to the new route for BN(O) status holders, 

individuals from Hong Kong will also be able to apply to 

come to the UK under the terms of the new points-based 

immigration system, which will enable them to come to 

the UK in a wider range of professions and at a lower 

general salary threshold than in the past. They are also 

able to use student routes and have access to the Youth 

Mobility Scheme. 

Further detail about the route, including detailed 

applicant guidance, can be found at www.gov.uk/british-

national-overseas-bno-visa. 

HMG is working to ensure BN(O) status holders who 

take up this offer feel fully supported and welcomed when 

starting their life in the UK. I look forward to welcoming 

applications from those individuals who wish to make the 

UK their home. 

Zimbabwe 

[HLWS744] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: My Right Honourable 

Friend, the Secretary of State for Foreign, Commonwealth 

and Development Affairs (Dominic Raab), has made the 

following Written Ministerial Statement: 

On 1 February 2021, I imposed asset freezes and travel 

bans on four individuals under the Zimbabwe (Sanctions) 

(EU Exit) Regulations 2019. 

The four individuals designated were involved in brutal 

crackdowns by the Government of Zimbabwe on public 

protests. This includes events that led to the deaths of six 

demonstrators in August 2018 and of 17 demonstrators in 

January 2019, and resulted from the Zimbabwean security 

forces’ use of excessive and disproportionate force. As a 

result, the designations focus on some of the most 

egregious human rights violations since President 

Mnangagwa took power. 

This is the first set of designations of individuals under 

the UK’s autonomous Zimbabwe sanctions regime since 

the regulations came fully into force on 31 December 

2020. These sanctions are not targeted at the wider 

economy or the people of Zimbabwe. The UK is on the 

side of the Zimbabwean people and we will continue to 

work to reduce poverty and help Zimbabweans secure 

their constitutional freedoms. This sanctions regime seeks 

to press the Government of Zimbabwe to: respect 

democratic principles and institutions and the rule of law 

in Zimbabwe; refrain from actions, policies or activities 

which repress civil society in Zimbabwe; and comply 

with international human rights law and respect human 

rights. 

These sanctions sit alongside the asset freeze on 

Zimbabwe Defence Industries, which was transferred 

from the EU Zimbabwe sanctions regime to the UK’s 

autonomous Zimbabwe sanctions regime at the end of the 

Transition Period on 31 December. 

The full list of designations is below: 

1) Owen Ncube – Minister of State for National 

Security. 

2) Anselem Nhamo Sanyatwe - Formerly Brigadier 

General, Commander of the Presidential Guard and 

Tactical Commander of the National Reaction Force. 

3) Godwin Matanga - Commissioner General of the 

Zimbabwe Republic Police. 

4) Isaac Moyo - Director General, Central Intelligence 

Organisation (CIO). 
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Written Answers 
Monday, 1 February 2021 

Arms Trade: Saudi Arabia 

Asked by Lord Judd 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what plans they 

have to suspend (1) the granting of arms export 

licences, and (2) military support, to Saudi Arabia and 

its coalition partners involved in operations in Yemen. 

[HL12517] 

Lord Grimstone of Boscobel: HM Government takes 

its export responsibilities seriously and will continue to 

assess all export licences in accordance with the 

Consolidated EU and National Arms Export Licensing 

Criteria (the ‘Consolidated Criteria’). HM Government 

will not grant an export licence if to do so would be 

inconsistent with the Consolidated Criteria, including if 

there is a clear risk that the items might be used in the 

commission of a serious violation of international 

humanitarian law. 

In addition, HM Government is able to review licences 

– and suspend or revoke as necessary – when 

circumstances require, and this is done in line with the 

Consolidated Criteria. 

The United Kingdom has an ongoing defence 

relationship with Saudi Arabia, including training courses, 

advice and guidance, which support Saudi Arabia’s 

efforts to protect its national security. This also supports 

the Saudi military’s compliance with international 

humanitarian law. 

Arts 

Asked by Lord Jones of Cheltenham 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what plans they 

have to publish in full the details of the reported offer 

made by the EU that would have allowed the UK's 

creative artists freedom of movement throughout the 

EU for up to 90 days; and their reasons for rejecting the 

EU's offer. [HL11994] 

Lord True: In negotiations with the EU, the 

Government sought a mutually beneficial agreement that 

would have allowed artists and musicians to continue 

performing across the continent without the need for work 

permits. The EU turned down this proposal. The draft 

legal text published by the EU on their website on 18 

March contained proposals regarding visa-free travel. 

These only covered ad-hoc performances, which were 

non-binding, and did not address technical staff or the 

issue of work-permits. These proposals would not have 

addressed the sector's concerns. 

This Government recognises the importance of the 

UK’s world-leading cultural and creative industries. We 

recently demonstrated that commitment by providing an 

unprecedented £1.57 billion package of support to help 

them through the covid-19 pandemic. During the 

negotiations with the EU, we pushed for ambitious 

arrangements allowing performers and artists to work 

across Europe. 

The Government also recognises the importance of 

touring for UK musicians and other creative 

professionals, and has engaged extensively with the 

creative industries and arts sector since the announcement 

of the Trade and Cooperation Agreement to ensure they 

are aware of the new requirements. 

Askham Bryan College: Expenditure 

Asked by Lord Campbell-Savours 

To ask Her Majesty's Government how much they 

have paid in grants to Askham Bryan College for the 

development of assets and projects relating to the 

Newton Rigg estate in each of the last seven years; and 

for which projects any such grants were provided. 

[HL12274] 

Baroness Berridge: In the 2020-21 financial year, the 

department provided all further education colleges and 

designated institutions with the Further Education Capital 

Allocation for addressing estate in poor condition. £200 

million was allocated in total, and Askham Bryan 

received £845,748. The college is able to invest that 

funding according to the condition need identified in the 

department’s Condition Data Collection or its own 

survey. 

Between the 2015-16 financial year and the present, 

Local Economic Partnerships have had devolved 

responsibility for allocating skills capital funding via the 

Local Growth Fund. There is no record of funding for the 

Newton Rigg campus. 

Before 2015, capital funding for colleges was the 

responsibility of the Skills Funding Agency. In the 2014-

15 financial year, a grant of £139,593 was paid to 

Askham Bryan College. There is no record as to whether 

any part of that funding was used in relation to Newton 

Rigg campus. 

Asylum: Napier Barracks 

Asked by Lord Judd 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what steps they are 

taking in response to the hunger strikes and other 

protests undertaken by some of the residents of asylum 

seeker accommodation at Napier Barracks in 

Folkestone; what steps they are taking (1) to 

investigate, and (2) to address, the cause of such 

protests; what education and leisure facilities they (a) 

have provided, and (b) intend to provide, for use by 

those residents; and what provision is in place for (i) 

mental health, (ii) pastoral, and (iii) spiritual, support. 

[HL12225] 

Baroness Williams of Trafford: The Government 

takes the wellbeing of asylum seekers extremely 

seriously. We provide asylum seekers who would 
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otherwise be destitute with safe, warm and secure 

accommodation, whilst their claims are being processed. 

Since Napier Barracks opened for asylum 

accommodation, the Home Office has worked closely 

with Clearsprings and Migrant Help, providers of 

accommodation and advice services, and in partnership 

with local authorities, the police force and other partners 

to ensure that the site operates safely, securely, and in 

accordance with public health guidance. In addition to 

support provided on site, Home Office officials have held 

discussions with asylum seekers about their concerns and 

to provide further reassurance, including about their 

safety and wellbeing. 

In response to the to the protests held at Napier, 

officials arranged a call with some of the residents to 

listen to their concerns. Reassurances were provided that 

moves out of the camp will shortly recommence, with 

vulnerability, time spent in the asylum process and overall 

length of stay in initial accommodation as a key 

considerations in this process. Weekly Home Office-led 

forums with residents will also be held going forward and 

surveys in relation to food and living standards at the site 

will be undertaken. 

Asylum seekers’ basic needs are being met, including 

three meals per day provided by an on-site chef. In 

addition, Clearsprings Ready Homes offers those on-site 

wraparound services including a variety of sports, leisure 

and educational activities on site. These include English 

classes, televisions and Wi-fi, and a games room with 

equipment including pool tables, footballs, basketballs 

and board games. Mobile telephones are provided if 

asylum seekers do not have one to ensure that contact can 

be made. 

All asylum seekers have access to a 24/7 AIRE 

(Advice, Issue Reporting and Eligibility) service provided 

for the Home Office by Migrant Help where they can 

raise any concerns regarding accommodation or support 

services, and they can get information about how to 

obtain further support including legal advice where 

appropriate. 

At Napier Barracks the Home Office have worked 

closely with the Local Clinical Commissioning Group in 

Kent to ensure that arrangements are in place for asylum 

seekers to access health care as required. The operation of 

the sites takes cultural and religious needs into account. 

There are multi-faith rooms at both sites and catering will 

take account of dietary requirements in accordance with 

religious needs. 

Brain: Tumours 

Asked by Lord Jones of Cheltenham 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what plans they 

have to make the UK a global leader in addressing brain 

tumours. [HL12352] 

Lord Bethell: The Tessa Jowell Brain Cancer Mission 

(TJBCM) is a national convening body of stakeholder 

organisations established in February 2018 to take 

forward Baroness Jowell’s requests to improve research 

and care for people with brain cancer. The Department is 

an active contributor, including the announcement in May 

2018 of £40 million over five years for brain tumour 

research via the National Institute for Health Research. 

TJBCM is about to launch a major initiative to 

designate within the National Health Service the first 

Tessa Jowell Centres of Excellence. These will comprise 

a world-class network of brain tumour treatment and 

research centres which provide optimal care, share freely 

best practice standards, rapidly translate research 

knowledge into patient benefit, and thereby provide 

patients with access to the very best treatment. 

Asked by Lord Framlingham 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment 

they have made of the correlation between (1) the 

amount of finance available to, and (2) the time taken to 

find successful treatments and cures by, those 

undertaking research into diseases; and in particular, 

what assessment they have made of the impact of 

funding levels on the speed of finding treatments for 

brain tumours in young people. [HL12488] 

Lord Bethell: The National Institute for Health 

Research (NIHR) welcomes funding applications for 

research into any aspect of human health, including brain 

tumours in young people. As with other Government 

funders of health research, the NIHR does not allocate 

funding for specific disease areas. The level of research 

spend in a particular area, is driven by factors including 

scientific potential and the number and scale of successful 

funding applications. 

The NIHR is working with the Tessa Jowell Brain 

Cancer Mission towards funding workshops for 

previously unsuccessful researchers to support them in 

submitting higher quality research applications. The 

NIHR only fund high quality research and all applications 

are subject to peer review and judged in open 

competition. 

Additionally, through the Tessa Jowell Brain Cancer 

Mission, we are working with research funding partners 

who fund research into new scientific discoveries, such as 

Cancer Research UK, the Medical Research Council and 

the brain tumour charities. We stand ready to translate 

these much-needed discoveries as quickly as possible into 

new treatments and diagnostics for patients via the NIHR. 

In May 2018 the Government announced £40 million over 

five years for brain tumour research as part of the Tessa 

Jowell Brain Cancer Mission through the NIHR. 

British Nationals Abroad: Diplomatic Service 

Asked by Baroness Ritchie of Downpatrick 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what consular 

support they provide to UK citizens subject (1) to 

arbitrary detention, and (2) to torture; whether they 

provide guidance to their embassies on the nature of 

such support; and if so, (a) what such guidance says, 
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and (b) what limitations on consular support such 

guidance advises. [HL12245] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: The assistance we can, 

and cannot, provide to British nationals abroad is set out 

in the publication: Support for British nationals abroad: A 

Guide on GOV.UK 

(https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/support-

for-britishnationals-abroad-a-guide). This also sets out 

who we can help, and that the level and type of assistance 

we offer is tailored to the individual circumstances of 

each case and local conditions. If a British national is not 

treated in line with internationally-accepted standards, 

which may include if their trial does not follow 

internationally-recognised standards for a fair trial, we 

will consider approaching local authorities. We take all 

allegations of torture and mistreatment very seriously and 

will follow up with action appropriate to the 

circumstances of the case. Although we cannot investigate 

torture or mistreatment allegations, with the individual's 

permission, we can raise them with the local authorities, 

demanding an end to the mistreatment, and that the 

incident is investigated and the perpetrators are brought to 

justice. Consular staff have access to a range of guidance, 

training, and supervision to support them. 

Business: Coronavirus 

Asked by Lord Taylor of Warwick 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what plans they 

have to introduce (1) a taxable grant for directors of 

limited companies, and (2) a scheme to reimburse small 

businesses for lost revenue, as part of a COVID-19 

support package. [HL12253] 

Lord Agnew of Oulton: The Government 

acknowledges that it has not been possible to support 

everyone as they might want. Targeting additional support 

for those who receive dividends in lieu of remuneration is 

complex. Income from dividends is a return on 

investment in the company, rather than wages. Under 

current reporting mechanisms it is not possible for HMRC 

to distinguish between dividends derived from an 

individual’s own company and dividends from other 

sources, and between dividends in lieu of employment 

income and as returns from other corporate activity. 

Limited company directors may still be eligible for 

other elements of the generous support available, 

including the Coronavirus Job Retention Scheme (in 

respect of their salary but not their dividends), Bounce 

Back loans, tax deferrals, rental support, increased levels 

of Universal Credit, mortgage holidays, and other 

business support grants. 

To help businesses dealing with lost revenue, the 

Government has introduced the Local Restrictions 

Support Grant (LRSG) (Closed), giving businesses forced 

to close due to national or local restrictions up to £3,000 

per month. This was worth over £1bn for the four weeks 

of national lockdown in November. In addition, these 

businesses will benefit from one-off grants of up to 

£9,000 as announced on 5 January. Similarly, where local 

areas were subject to enhanced restrictions on socialising, 

in particular a ban on indoor household mixing, LAs will 

receive funding that will enable them to make grants to 

hospitality, leisure, and accommodation businesses worth 

up to £2,100 per month. 

Businesses which are not eligible for the grants for 

closed businesses may be able to benefit from funding 

from the Additional Restrictions Grant. The Government 

recently increased the funding available under this 

scheme to £1.6 billion across England. It is up to each 

local authority to determine eligibility for this scheme 

based on their assessment of local economic need; the 

Government encourages local authorities to support 

businesses which have been affected by COVID-19 

restrictions, but which are ineligible for the other grant 

schemes. 

Conditions of Employment 

Asked by Lord Jones of Cheltenham 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what advice they 

have published for employers and employees seeking 

assistance from ACAS in relation to employment 

contracts and tribunals. [HL12220] 

Lord Callanan: Guidance on employment law and 

employment tribunals is published on GOV.UK for 

employees and employers. GOV.UK also signposts users 

to Acas for more detailed guidance on employment 

issues, including on employment contracts and the 

process to resolve disputes. 

Acas provide free and impartial advice to employers, 

employees, and their representatives on employment 

rights; best practice and policies; and resolving workplace 

conflict. Acas also publish guidance on different aspects 

of employment law and employment relationships, and a 

list of these topics can be found on the Acas site: 

https://www.acas.org.uk/advice. 

Coronavirus 

Asked by Lord Morrow 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment 

they have made of evidence that suggests people can be 

reinfected with COVID-19 more than once; and what 

estimate they have made of the number of people who 

have contracted COVID-19 for a second time. 

[HL12166] 

Lord Bethell: The SARS-CoV-2 Immunity & 

REinfection EvaluatioN (SIREN) study follows up 

healthcare workers across the United Kingdom to 

estimate reinfection risk following a natural infection with 

SARS-CoV-2. Preliminary results suggest that reinfection 

is possible, though rare. This is supported by several case 

reports on reinfection internationally. 

Forty four potential cases of reinfections were detected 

among 6,614 participants who had evidence of a past 

infection, contributing 1,339,078 days of follow-up. 
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Those who had antibodies upon enrolment had a rate of 

becoming (re)infected that was 83% lower than that 

among those who had no antibodies upon enrolment. No 

estimate has been made of the number of people who 

have contracted COVID-19 for a second time in the 

general population. 

Coronavirus Job Retention Scheme 

Asked by Lord Jones of Cheltenham 

To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to the 

decision to stop allowing claims under the Coronavirus 

Job Retention Scheme for furloughed employees 

serving statutory and contractual notice periods from 1 

December 2020, what support is available to employers 

who have been forced to close and are now obliged to 

give employees notice for redundancy. [HL12218] 

Lord Agnew of Oulton: The Government has spent 

over £280 billion to put in place a substantial package of 

support measures which are carefully designed to 

complement each other to provide businesses and 

individuals with certainty over the coming months. The 

objective of the Coronavirus Job Retention Scheme is to 

help employers whose operations have been severely 

affected by coronavirus to retain their employees and 

protect the UK economy. 

Employers which have been forced to close due to 

national restrictions – although not eligible to claim 

Coronavirus Job Retention Scheme (CJRS) grants for 

employees entering a contractual redundancy period – 

may still be eligible for other elements of the 

Government’s support package. This package of measures 

includes Government-backed loans, tax deferrals, 

Business Rate reliefs, and general and sector-specific 

grants. The Government urges businesses to visit the 

online Coronavirus Business Support Finder Tool for 

tailored information on how to access support available to 

them. 

Coronavirus: Disease Control 

Asked by Baroness Noakes 

To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to 

the answer by Lord Bethell that “the nosocomial 

infection that we are seeing is at dramatically lower 

rates that it was in the past” in relation to COVID-19 on 

12 November (HL Deb, col 1256), to quantify 

the reduction of nosocomial infection rate which took 

place in the period referred to. [HL10359] 

Lord Bethell: Given the incubation period of the virus 

and local differences in application of testing protocols, it 

is not possible to definitively determine the number of 

people who contracted the virus while in hospital in 

England to date. 

In my answer of 12 November I did not make a direct 

comparison with hospital cases, but with the number of 

COVID-19 cases overall, taking into account nosocomial 

infections in other settings. 

Coronavirus: Gyms 

Asked by Lord Scriven 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what is the 

scientific basis for the decision that gyms may remain 

open in Blackburn but have been closed in Wirral. 

[HL9320] 

Lord Bethell: Hygiene and social distancing measures 

are vitally important for reducing the transmission risk of 

COVID-19. We know that the virus spreads readily in any 

indoor environment where members of different 

households and/or support bubbles spend time together, 

so the transmission risk in indoor settings, such as gyms, 

remains high. 

We recognise the efforts that have been made to reduce 

risk across a range of venues. As decisions are based on a 

number of factors, it is possible for variation to exist 

between different local authority areas. 

Coronavirus: Screening 

Asked by Earl Attlee 

To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to the 

Written Answer by Lord Bethell on 10 December 

(HL10848), what steps they have taken reliably to 

determine the operational false positive rate for 

polymerase chain reaction COVID-19 mass testing; and 

how they have made any such determination. 

[HL11385] 

Lord Bethell: Polymerase chain reaction tests are very 

specific and the risk of false positives where the test is 

reacting to other viruses is extremely low. Independent 

confirmatory testing of positive samples indicates a test 

specificity that exceeds 99.3%, or a false positive rate of 

1%, and additional guidance has been provided to 

laboratories to reduce the rate even further. 

Asked by Baroness McGregor-Smith 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what advice they 

have received from the Scientific Advisory Group for 

Emergencies about false positive results from COVID-

19 polymerase chain reaction tests. [HL8422] 

Lord Bethell: The Scientific Advisory Group for 

Emergencies published their paper Impact of false-

positives and false-negatives in the UK’s COVID-19 RT-

PCR testing programme on 3 June. A copy is attached. 

This paper indicated that the Reverse Transcription 

Polymerase Chain reaction assays used for the COVID-19 

testing programme have been verified by Public Health 

England and show over 95% sensitivity and specificity. 

The current tests are very specific and the risk of false 

positives, where the test is reacting to other viruses, is 

extremely low. Like any diagnostic test there is a 

possibility of a false negative or false positive result, but 

this is very small. Independent, confirmatory testing of 

positive samples indicates a test specificity that exceeds 

99.3%, a false positive rate of 1%. Additional guidance 
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has been provided to laboratories to reduce the rate even 

further. 

The Answer includes the following attached material: 

Impact of False Positives and False Negatives 

[S0519_Impact_of_false_positives_and_negatives.pdf] 

The material can be viewed online at: 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-

answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2020-09-23/HL8422 

Asked by Lord Walney 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what plans they 

have to publish detailed guidance on the type of cough 

that should prompt a person to book a COVID-19 test. 

[HL9689] 

Lord Bethell: The three main symptoms of COVID-19 

are a high temperature, a loss or change to sense of smell 

or taste and a new continuous cough. This means 

coughing for more than an hour or three or more coughing 

episodes in 24 hours. 

Coronavirus: Vaccination 

Asked by Lord Campbell-Savours 

To ask Her Majesty's Government how effective (1) 

an adenovirus vector, and (2) an mRNA, COVID-19 

vaccine is if a person only receives one of the two doses 

required under the vaccination protocols. [HL11277] 

Lord Bethell: The Joint Committee on Vaccination and 

Immunisation (JCVI) has recommended that as many 

people on the JCVI’s priority list as possible should be 

offered a first vaccine dose as the initial priority. One 

dose of the vaccine offers important protection and allows 

us to reach as many at risk people as possible in order to 

offer protection until the second dose can be 

administered. All individuals will subsequently receive a 

second dose in due course. 

It can be assumed that protection from the first dose 

will require boosting in order to provide more durable 

protection. The JCVI supports a two-dose vaccine 

schedule for the Pfizer-BioNTech and AstraZeneca 

vaccines. 

Asked by Lord Truscott 

To ask Her Majesty's Government when they plan to 

include (1) community, and (2) independent, 

pharmacies in their plans for the administering of 

COVID-19 vaccines. [HL11902] 

Lord Bethell: Some pharmacists and members of their 

team are already working with general practitioners to 

deliver the vaccine in many areas of the country and, as 

more supply becomes available, community pharmacies, 

including independent pharmacies, will play a major role 

in the programme. Some pharmacies have started to offer 

COVID-19 vaccinations from 11 January. 

Asked by Lord Campbell-Savours 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what (1) estimate 

they made, and (2) audit they undertook, of the 

potential (a) demand, and (b) availability, of sub-60 

degree freezer capacity in the UK prior to the Pfizer 

COVID-19 vaccine rollout in 2020. [HL11968] 

Lord Bethell: Public Health England (PHE) is 

responsible for the central storage and distribution of 

ultra-low temperature COVID-19 vaccines. In its 

preparations to receive vaccines, PHE determined the 

freezer capacity requirement to support the United 

Kingdom programme during summer 2020 and secured 

the freezers against that requirement. These were 

commissioned and in service before arrival of the vaccine. 

They provide sufficient storage for approximately five 

million doses of COVID-19 vaccines which require minus 

60 degree Celsius storage or below. 

Asked by Lord Campbell-Savours 

To ask Her Majesty's Government how many 

pharmacies (1) are currently available, or (2) can be 

made available, to distribute COVID-19 vaccines in (a) 

England, (b) Scotland, (c) Wales, and (d) Northern 

Ireland. [HL11969] 

Lord Bethell: From 14 January, six community 

pharmacies in England started to offer the COVID-19 

vaccination service, with an additional 65 pharmacy-led 

sites joining from the week commencing 21 January. 

More pharmacies will be stood up over the coming weeks 

and months. 

The Department, NHS England and NHS Improvement 

and community pharmacy representative bodies will be 

working together to establish how community 

pharmacies’ role could be expanded further in the 

vaccination programme. 

As health is a devolved matter, the commissioning of 

community pharmacies to provide COVD-19 vaccination 

in Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland are decisions for 

the respective devolved administrations. 

Asked by Lord Campbell-Savours 

To ask Her Majesty's Government how many freezer 

units capable of sub-60 degree storage of COVID-19 

vaccines are available for use by the NHS in (1) 

England, (2) Northern Ireland, (3) Scotland, and (4) 

Wales; and where such units are located. [HL11970] 

Lord Bethell: Public Health England has 58 ultra-low 

temperature freezers which provide sufficient storage for 

approximately five million doses of COVID-19 vaccines 

which require minus 60-degree Celsius storage or lower. 

The ultra-low temperature freezers are located in two 

national storage facilities within Great Britain and 

Northern Ireland, to manage the distribution of COVID-

19 vaccines across the four nations. The location of the 

facilities are not disclosed to maintain the integrity of the 

sites. 
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At a regional level the National Health Service has 

made preparations including sourcing of ultra-low 

temperature storage to support local delivery. 

Asked by Lord Field of Birkenhead 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what plans they 

have to give early years workers priority status in their 

UK COVID-19 vaccines delivery plan, published on 11 

January. [HL12096] 

Lord Bethell: The Joint Committee on Vaccination and 

Immunisation (JCVI) are the independent experts who 

advise the Government on which vaccines the United 

Kingdom should use and provide advice on prioritisation 

at a population level.  For the first phase, the JCVI has 

advised that the vaccine be given to care home residents 

and staff, as well as frontline health and social care 

workers, then to the rest of the population in order of age 

and clinical risk factors. 

If early years workers are captured in phase one due to 

their age, or clinical risk factors they will be prioritised. 

However, the Government, as advised by the JCVI, are 

not considering vaccinating early years workers as a 

phase one priority at this stage. Prioritisation decisions for 

next phase delivery are subject to of the surveillance and 

monitoring data and information from phase one, as well 

as further input from independent scientific experts such 

as the JCVI. Phase two of the roll-out may include further 

reduction in hospitalisation and targeted vaccination of 

those at high risk of exposure and/or those delivering key 

public services. 

Asked by Baroness Noakes 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what estimate they 

have made of how many primary care networks have no 

GP practices which are delivering COVID-19 vaccines 

to patients. [HL12167] 

Asked by Baroness Noakes 

To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they plan 

to take any action in relation to primary care networks 

which chose not to deliver COVID-19 vaccines to 

patients within their area. [HL12168] 

Lord Bethell: NHS England and NHS Improvement 

commissioned the general practice COVID-19 

vaccination service in line with agreed national terms and 

conditions, as an enhanced service (ES). Individual 

general practices were able to opt in to deliver the 

vaccine, coming together in Primary Care Network 

groupings to administer the vaccine as local vaccination 

services. As of 15 January 2021, 992 local vaccination 

services have opened to administer the vaccine. The 

number of individual general practices which have or 

have not opted into the ES is not collected or held 

centrally. 

Equal access to COVID-19 vaccinations is a key 

consideration for planning and deployment of the vaccine 

programme. Where there are gaps in provision, NHS 

England will commission additional providers such as 

community pharmacy, hospital hubs and mass vaccination 

centres to provide vaccinations. The first community 

pharmacy sites began delivering the vaccinations from 11 

January. 

Coronavirus: Vitamin D 

Asked by Baroness Lister of Burtersett 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment 

they have made of the report by Royal Society Open 

Science Vitamin D and COVID-19: evidence and 

recommendations for supplementation, published on 1 

December 2020; and what plans they have to adopt any 

actions as a result of any such assessment. [HL12058] 

Lord Bethell: Public Health England (PHE) is aware of 

the Royal Society’s paper but has made no formal 

assessment. 

Current Government advice on vitamin D and health is 

based on recommendations from the Scientific Advisory 

Committee on Nutrition (SACN). 

The National Institute for Health and Care Excellence, 

Public Health England and the SACN published COVID-

19 rapid guideline: vitamin D in December 2020 which 

concluded that there is currently not enough evidence to 

support taking vitamin D solely to prevent or treat 

COVID-19. The expert panel supported current 

Government advice for everyone to take the supplement 

throughout the autumn and winter for bone and muscle 

health. A copy COVID-19 rapid guideline: vitamin D is 

attached. 

From this month the Government is providing a free 

four-month supply of daily vitamin D supplements to 

adults on the clinically extremely vulnerable list that have 

opted in to receive the supplements and residents in 

residential and nursing care homes in England to help 

support general health, in particular bone and muscle 

health. 

Culture Recovery Fund 

Asked by Lord Patten 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment 

they have made of (1) the work of the Heritage Lottery 

Fund in administering grants under the Culture 

Recovery Fund, and (2) whether that organisation has 

sufficient staffing capacity to ensure timely decisions 

for grant applicants. [HL12229] 

Baroness Barran: The Cultural Recovery Fund for 

Heritage is being administered by both the National 

Lottery Heritage Fund and Historic England. 

Leaders from these arms-length-bodies are in constant 

communication with DCMS and we work collaboratively 

to ensure that deadlines and workload are appropriate for 

the resource in each team. We are confident that decisions 

will be communicated to grant applicants in a timely way. 
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Customs: Kent 

Asked by Lord Berkeley 

To ask Her Majesty's Government, what planning 

permissions have been sought and given for the White 

Cliffs inland border facility near Dover; what other 

permissions are (1) needed, (2) have been sought, and 

(3) have been given; what works have started without 

any planning permission; what consultation with local 

residents has taken place; what compensation will be 

payable to local residents; how long the facility is 

planned to remain in place; and what assurances they 

have given about reinstatement of the site at the end of 

its period of operation. [HL12331] 

Lord Greenhalgh: My department has not received 

any planning application for the use and development of 

land at White Cliffs, Dover as an Inland Border Facility. 

I understand that the Department of Transport has 

stated that it intends to seek approval under the Town and 

Country Planning (Border Facilities and Infrastructure) 

(EU Exit) (England) Special Development Order 2020, 

for a facility in Dover. 

My department has not received any submission 

seeking the Secretary of State’s approval to the 

development and use a specific site in Dover. As my 

Ministerial colleague will be taking decisions on any site-

specific proposals it is not appropriate for me to comment 

on sites that are or may be the subject of a proposal; we 

will take decisions without pre-determination and on the 

basis of the evidence and advice in front of us. 

I also understand that the Government’s border facing 

departments have provided a website with information on 

their plans for delivering inland border facilities, with 

details of individual proposals and how to comment. The 

website can be found at: https://inlandborderfacilities.uk/. 

Directors: Finance 

Asked by Lord Taylor of Warwick 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what steps they are 

taking to provide financial support to directors of small 

private companies who pay themselves in dividends. 

[HL12254] 

Lord Agnew of Oulton: I refer the noble Lord to the 

answer given to UIN 123616 on 7 December 2020. 

Dogs: Northern Ireland 

Asked by Baroness Wheatcroft 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment 

they have made of the increase in the cost of 

transporting dogs from Northern Ireland to Great 

Britain since 31 December 2020. [HL12269] 

Lord Gardiner of Kimble: We are not aware of 

increased costs on this route as there are no specific 

animal health or documentary requirements to enter Great 

Britain from Northern Ireland with a non-commercial pet, 

or commercial dog. We would welcome further 

information from stakeholders and members of the public 

on costs associated with these movements. For 

information on entrance requirements for dogs travelling 

from Great Britain to Northern Ireland, the public should 

consult the information provided by the Department for 

Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs (DAERA) in 

Northern Ireland, on their website. 

Domestic Abuse: Victim Support Schemes 

Asked by Lord Pendry 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what plans they 

have to provide employers with guidance on how they 

can support victims of domestic abuse; and whether any 

such guidance will include recommending access to 

paid leave. [HL12234] 

Asked by Lord Pendry 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment 

they have made of the impact of providing support and 

advice for employers and employees about domestic 

abuse on the protection of victims of such abuse at 

work. [HL12235] 

Lord Callanan: On 14 January 2021, the Department 

for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy published the 

report from its review into how victims of domestic abuse 

can be supported in the workplace. This report finds that, 

with the right support, employers can play a key role in 

helping to lift the lid on domestic abuse. 

Throughout this review, we have heard about the value 

of employers having a policy on how to support victims 

in their workforce. We encourage all employers to do this, 

and wherever possible, offer victims flexibility and leave 

should they need it to access support. 

The report sets out the next steps for government, 

including establishing a working group to develop 

practical solutions to build awareness and understanding 

of domestic abuse and encourage good practice across all 

employers. 

Drugs 

Asked by Baroness Masham of Ilton 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what steps they are 

taking to support and advise NHS Trusts on ‘ready to 

use’ medicines which (1) improve patient safety 

through reduced drug administration errors, (2) save 

nursing time, and (3) relieve pressure on pharmacy 

teams. [HL12227] 

Lord Bethell: The noble Lord Carter of Coles 

published a report last year on the provision of aseptic 

medicines, including some critical care medicines, in 

England. Recommendations included setting up a network 

of hub and spoke facilities to prepare ready to administer 

medicines, providing guidance on standard injectable 

medicines, and training for aseptic pharmacy staff. NHS 

England and NHS Improvement are setting up a National 
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Health Service aseptic services transformation 

implementation board to co-ordinate the implementation 

of these recommendations. 

The recommended changes will improve patient safety 

by reducing errors in compounding and administering 

these medicines. Errors in these medicines are not 

currently specifically tracked but the report recommends 

that the NHS begins tracking and reducing them. 

The creation of regional hub and spoke services could 

release the equivalent of over 4,000 whole time 

equivalent nurses each year. This is based on the time 

taken for nurses to prepare the 14 most commonly used 

aseptic medicines. The development of a hub and spoke 

system will offer opportunities for production at scale, 

relieving pressure on hospital pharmacies. 

EGNOS 

Asked by Lord Davies of Gower 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment 

they have made of the effect that the UK’s withdrawal 

from the European Geostationary Navigation Overlay 

Service will have on the ability of light aviation to 

make precision approaches to UK airports. [HL12421] 

Baroness Vere of Norbiton: The Government’s 

assessment is that the UK’s withdrawal from the 

European Geostationary Navigation Overlay Service 

(EGNOS) means that as of 25 June 2021, airspace users 

will not be able to benefit from “localizer performance 

with vertical guidance” (LPV) procedures which offer 3-

dimensional precision approaches. Where promulgated, 

airspace users will continue to be able to use lateral 

navigation (LNAV) procedures which offer 2-

dimensional non-precision approaches. 

The Government continues to explore options for 

mitigating the loss of the LPV capability. 

The UK Government did seek to retain the use of 

EGNOS, but it was not possible to reach a satisfactory 

settlement with the EU in the 24 December 2020 

agreement. 

Elections: Coronavirus 

Asked by Lord Roberts of Llandudno 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what plans they 

have to ensure that the nomination process for the 

elections due to be held in May is not adversely 

affected by COVID-19 restrictions; and in particular, 

whether they intend (1) to change the number of 

signatures required per nominee, and (2) to allow such 

signatures to be sent electronically. [HL12246] 

Lord True: We have received representations from 

Parliamentarians on this issue, and we are currently 

considering the matter. 

We will keep Parliament updated on the election 

preparations, will engage with political parties and will 

publish detailed guidance in due course. 

Employment: Coronavirus 

Asked by Baroness Wheatcroft 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what steps they are 

taking to ascertain whether businesses are insisting that 

staff attend the workplace when they could reasonably 

be expected to work from home during the COVID-19 

pandemic. [HL12267] 

Lord Callanan: The current Covid restrictions 

guidance states that you can only leave home for work 

purposes where it is unreasonable to do your job from 

home. It is important that people stay at home wherever 

possible to minimise the risk of transmission and 

Government will continue to reinforce this message when 

engaging with businesses and representative organisations 

across a range of different sectors. 

Asked by Baroness Wheatcroft 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what 

sanctions they will impose on businesses which insist 

that staff attend the workplace when they could work 

effectively from home during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

[HL12268] 

Lord Callanan: The current Covid restrictions 

guidance states that you can only leave home for work 

purposes where it is unreasonable to do your job from 

home. It is important that people stay at home wherever 

possible to minimise the risk of transmission and 

Government will continue to reinforce this message when 

engaging with businesses and representative organisations 

across a range of different sectors. 

Under existing health and safety laws, employers have a 

duty to protect the health, safety and welfare of their 

employees and other people who might be affected by 

their business. Employers must do whatever is reasonably 

practicable to achieve this and this includes requiring and 

supporting those who can reasonably work from home to 

do so. 

If employees are concerned that their employer is not 

taking all practical steps to support working from home, 

then they can report this to their local authority or the 

Health and Safety Executive who can take a range of 

actions. 

Eritrea: Overseas Aid 

Asked by Baroness Goudie 

To ask Her Majesty's Government whether any UK-

funded development projects in Eritrea have been (1) 

cancelled, or (2) had their funding reduced, following 

the announcement of the cut to the UK aid budget. 

[HL12213] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: Budget allocations are 

made for financial years and allocations for 2021/22. 

These have not yet been made and will be decided 

through a rigorous business planning and budget 

allocation process in early 2021. 
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Asked by Baroness Goudie 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what plans they 

have to exclude roadbuilding from future UK-funded 

development projects in Eritrea. [HL12214] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: Budget allocations are 

made for financial years and allocations for 2021/22 have 

not yet been made. These will be decided through a 

rigorous business planning and budget allocation process 

in early 2021. There are currently no plans to use UK 

bilateral aid to support roadbuilding projects in Eritrea. 

Asked by Baroness Goudie 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what was the total 

amount allocated for UK-funded development projects 

in Eritrea in the 2020/21 financial year; and what 

spending is planned for such projects in 2021/22. 

[HL12215] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: The UK has allocated £2 

million to support UNICEF in Eritrea in 2020/21. This 

funding is channelled through our Nutrition, Health and 

Sanitation Support programme, Africa Humanitarian 

Response Fund, and UNICEF's Accelerating Sanitation 

and Water for All programme. Our support will provide 

assistance to over 450,000 pregnant women and children 

in response to humanitarian needs exacerbated by 

COVID-19 in Eritrea. 

Budget allocations are made for financial years and 

allocations for 2021/22 have not yet been made. These 

will be decided through a rigorous business planning and 

budget allocation process in early 2021. 

Ethiopia: Armed Conflict 

Asked by Lord Alton of Liverpool 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what discussions 

they have had with the World Food programme about 

the humanitarian requirements of people displaced by 

conflict in Tigray; and what estimate they have made of 

the number of people who have been so displaced. 

[HL12134] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: It is clear that the 

conflict in Tigray has had significant consequences for 

hundreds of thousands of people, displacing them 

internally and externally, and adversely impacting those 

that were already in need of humanitarian assistance. We 

are in close contact with UK-funded humanitarian 

agencies in Ethiopia, including the UN's World Food 

Programme, to understand humanitarian needs and what 

programme adaptations are required, as well as 

monitoring the regional situation. Partners highlight 

priority needs as food security and nutrition, health and 

water, shelter and protection. On his visit to Amhara the 

Foreign Secretary met with staff from the World Food 

Programme at a logistics centre which serves the response 

in Tigray. He heard first hand about the challenges of aid 

delivery in conflict affected areas. In recent days there has 

been an improvement in delivery of in-kind assistance to 

Tigray but physical access for humanitarian personnel 

remains very challenging with some areas effectively out 

of bounds. 

The UN estimates that up to 1.3 million additional 

people affected by the conflict in Tigray need 

humanitarian assistance, on top of an existing 

humanitarian caseload of one million people in the region. 

We are concerned about the impact of the conflict and 

displacement on food security and nutrition in Tigray. 

Displaced persons, including refugees, are amongst the 

most vulnerable 

Ethnic Groups: Coronavirus 

Asked by Lord Taylor of Warwick 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment 

they have made of the impact of COVID-19 on racial 

economic equality. [HL12559] 

Baroness Berridge: The Government recognises the 

challenges of COVID-19 for all groups in society, 

including the most vulnerable. That is why we announced 

an unprecedented package of support – including boosts 

to Universal Credit, the Coronavirus Job Retention 

Scheme, the Self-Employment Income Support Scheme 

and the Kick-start Scheme – helping to protect incomes, 

jobs, and support those most in need. 

HM Treasury’s distributional analysis as of the end of 

May 2020, shows that these interventions, along with the 

existing tax and welfare system, have helped reduce 

income losses faced by working households by up to two-

thirds, with the poorest working households protected 

most (as a proportion of income). 

The Treasury, along with other relevant departments, 

carefully considers the impact of its decisions on those 

sharing protected characteristics, including at Budgets and 

other fiscal events, in line with both its legal obligations 

and with its strong commitment to promoting fairness. 

Eurostar: Coronavirus 

Asked by Lord Berkeley 

To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they plan 

to provide support for cross-channel rail passenger 

services during the COVID-19 pandemic; and if so, 

whether that support will be conditional on surplus 

rolling stock being retained for future use through the 

Channel Tunnel. [HL12473] 

Baroness Vere of Norbiton: Ministers and officials, 

working with other Government Departments, have 

engaged very regularly with international rail operators 

since March 2020 to discuss the financial impacts of 

Covid-19 on their businesses. This has included 

supporting companies to access Government support 

schemes, where eligible and appropriate, as part of the 

unprecedented package of financial support for businesses 

that has been made available by the Chancellor. 

Officials will continue to engage very closely with 

international rail operators, monitoring closely the 

ongoing impacts of Covid-19 on their businesses and 
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discussing the commercial financing options available to 

them. 

Eurostar: Finance 

Asked by Lord Berkeley 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what plans they 

have to provide financial support to Eurostar; and if 

they have any such plans, whether they will require 

Eurostar to make any surplus rolling stock available to 

other operators. [HL12412] 

Baroness Vere of Norbiton: Ministers and officials, 

working with other Government Departments, have 

engaged very regularly with Eurostar since March 2020 in 

relation to their financial situation. The Department 

continues to work closely with Eurostar to consider all 

commercial financing options available to the company, 

which include drawing on existing support schemes 

where eligible and appropriate. We will also continue to 

discuss Eurostar’s financial situation with the French 

Government. 

With regards to reallocation of surplus rolling stock, 

any such decision would be dependent on commercial 

demand, of which there is currently little or none for 

international services. 

Export Credit Guarantees 

Asked by Baroness Anelay of St Johns 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what progress they 

have made in aligning the use of export credits with the 

UK’s commitments on climate change, including those 

related to (1) sustainable infrastructure, and (2) 

renewable energy. [HL12404] 

Lord Grimstone of Boscobel: At the Climate 

Ambition Summit on 12 December 2020, the Prime 

Minister announced that the UK will no longer provide 

any new direct financial or promotional support for the 

fossil fuel energy sector overseas, other than in 

exceptional circumstances, and will align its support to 

enable clean energy exports. 

A public consultation was announced at the same time 

to seek stakeholders’ views on i) how to enable an 

accelerated growth in UK clean energy exports, and ii) on 

the impacts of the timing of implementation of the policy 

shift on international fossil fuel energy sector support. 

The consultation can be found online at: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/aligning-

uk-international-support-for-the-clean-energy-transition. 

Free School Meals: Immigrants 

Asked by Baroness Lister of Burtersett 

To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to the 

letter from Baroness Williams of Trafford to all peers 

on 22 October 2020 on issues raised during the Report 

stage of the Immigration and Social Security Co-

ordination (EU Withdrawal) Bill, whether the 

Department for Education’s review of how immigration 

status and restrictions interact with free school meal and 

other educational entitlements was completed during 

the autumn term; if so, (1) whether, and (2) when, this 

review will be published; and if not, when this review 

will be completed. [HL12226] 

Baroness Berridge: We are working with departments 

across government to evaluate access to free school meals 

for families with no recourse to public funds. This review 

has not been formally concluded at present. In the 

meantime, the extension of eligibility will continue with 

the current income threshold until a decision on long-term 

eligibility is made. 

Once the review is complete, we will update our 

guidance accordingly. Our current guidance regarding the 

extension is available here:  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-

free-school-meals-guidance/guidance-for-the-temporary-

extension-of-free-school-meals-eligibility-to-nrpf-groups. 

Fringe Benefits 

Asked by Lord Jones of Cheltenham 

To ask Her Majesty's Government whether employers 

can pro-rate company premiums for private medical 

cover for short-term employees; if so, by how much; 

and whether employers can pro-rate other benefits such 

as holiday pay. [HL12219] 

Lord Callanan: Fixed-term employees must not be 

treated less favourably than a comparable permanent 

member of staff without an objective justification. 

Beyond this protection, the terms and conditions of 

employment, except where they are subject to statutory 

minimum standards such as the national minimum wage, 

are a contractual matter for negotiation and agreement 

between employers and employees (or their 

representatives). Provided they do not discriminate 

unlawfully, for example on grounds of race, sex or 

disability, employers are free to offer the terms and 

conditions of employment which best suit their business 

needs. 

Furs: Sales 

Asked by Lord Judd 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what steps they are 

taking to ban the sale of real fur in the UK. [HL12224] 

Lord Goldsmith of Richmond Park: Fur farming has 

been banned in England and Wales since 2000 and since 

2002 in Scotland and Northern Ireland. 

There are restrictions on some skin and fur products 

which may never be legally imported into the UK. These 

include fur and products from cats and dogs, and seal 

skins and products from commercial hunts. 

We have established controls on fur from endangered 

species protected by the Convention on International 

Trade in Endangered Species (CITES) and we do not 
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allow imports of fur from wild animals caught using 

methods which are non-compliant with international 

humane trapping standards. 

Now our future relationship with the EU has been 

established the government is considering any further 

steps it could take in relation to fur. 

Gaza: Israel 

Asked by Baroness Tonge 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment 

they have made of  the (1) physical, and (2) economic, 

risks to (a) farmers, and (b) fishermen, in Gaza of the 

extent of the buffer zones in Gaza being changed by the 

government of Israel. [HL12257] 

Asked by Baroness Tonge 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment 

they have made of reports that farmers and fishermen 

working within the borders of Gaza designated by the 

government of Israel have been targeted by the Israel 

Defense Forces; and what steps they plan to take in 

response to such reports. [HL12258] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: The UK remains 

concerned about the use of live ammunition and excessive 

force by the Israel Defense Forces. While Israel has the 

right to self-defence, it is vital that its actions are 

proportionate and seek to avoid civilian casualties. We 

regularly raise with the Government of Israel the urgent 

need to ease all access and movement restrictions on 

Gaza, including agriculture and fishing limits. This would 

help to restore the agricultural and fishing industries as 

regular alterations to the zone, often as a punitive 

measure, cause uncertainty and insecurity. The UK would 

like to see a permanent increase in the size of the fishing 

zone off the coast of Gaza in line with the limit of 20 

nautical miles stipulated in the Oslo accords. We continue 

to stress to the Israeli authorities the damage that their 

restrictions on movement, access and trade are doing to 

the living standards of ordinary Palestinians in Gaza and 

that supporting legal trade for Gazans is firmly in Israel's 

long-term interests. 

German Property Group: Insolvency 

Asked by Baroness Ritchie of Downpatrick 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment 

they have made of the implications of the collapse of 

the German Property Group for UK investors in that 

company, and the prospect of compensation payments. 

[HL12240] 

Lord Agnew of Oulton: The Financial Conduct 

Authority (FCA) is working closely with financial 

advisers who advised customers to make these 

investments, and operators of Self Invested Personal 

Pensions (SIPPs), whose customers currently hold 

investments with the German Property Group. 

The FCA has published a joint statement with the 

Financial Services Compensation Scheme (FSCS) and the 

Financial Ombudsman Service (FOS). The statement sets 

out what UK consumers should do if they invested in the 

German Property Group via an FCA authorised firm, 

either a financial adviser firm or a SIPP operator. If the 

customer believes these investments were mis-sold, they 

may be eligible for compensation via the FOS or FSCS. 

The FCA’s statement can be accessed at 

https://www.fca.org.uk/news/statements/gpg-companies-

preliminary-bankruptcy-proceedings. 

Companies under the German Property Group are 

incorporated in Germany and have never been authorised 

by the FCA. However, consumers should be assured that 

the FCA is working closely with the FOS and FSCS on 

this matter and will share any further updates as and when 

they are able to. 

High Rise Flats: Insulation 

Asked by Baroness Pinnock 

To ask Her Majesty's Government how many blocks 

of flats have aluminium composite material cladding; 

and how many of those blocks are (1) 18 metres or 

more in height, and (2) below 18 metres in height. 

[HL12445] 

Lord Greenhalgh: The Department publishes data on 

the number of high-rise residential and publicly owned 

buildings in England with ACM cladding systems 

unlikely to meet Building Regulations. The latest data is 

available (attached) at: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/building-

safety-programme-monthly-data-release-december-2020. 

Information on buildings below 18 metres is not held. 

The Answer includes the following attached material: 

Building Safety Monthly Data [210129 

Building_Safety_Data_Release_December_2020 - HL12445.pdf] 

The material can be viewed online at: 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-

answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2021-01-21/HL12445 

Asked by Baroness Pinnock 

To ask Her Majesty's Government how many blocks 

of flats have flammable cladding other than aluminium 

composite material; and how many of those blocks are 

(1) 18 metres or more in height, and (2) below 18 

metres in height. [HL12446] 

Lord Greenhalgh: For high rise residential buildings 

over 18 metres, local authorities and housing associations 

are undergoing a data collection exercise as part of an 

ongoing programme to build a more complete picture of 

high-rise residential buildings and the variety of external 

wall systems in use. We will publish appropriate 

summary information from the data collection in our 

monthly Building Safety Programme data release in due 

course. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2021-01-18/HL12257
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2021-01-18/HL12258
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Data estimating the proportion of high-rise residential 

buildings in England with little or no cladding can be 

found (attached) in this release: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/building-

safety-programme-estimates-of-ews1-requirements-on-

residential-buildings-in-england/building-safety-

programme-estimates-of-ews1-requirements-on-

residential-buildings-in-england. 

This information on buildings below 18 metres is not 

held. 

The Answer includes the following attached material: 

EWS1 requirement [210129 Building Safety Programme_ 

estimates of EWS1 requirements on residential buildings in 

England - GOV.UK HL12446.pdf] 

The material can be viewed online at: 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-

answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2021-01-21/HL12446 

Asked by Baroness Pinnock 

To ask Her Majesty's Government how many 

households live in blocks of flats with flammable 

cladding. [HL12447] 

Lord Greenhalgh: The Department publishes data on 

the number of dwellings in high-rise social sector 

residential and private sector residential buildings in 

England with ACM cladding systems unlikely to meet 

Building Regulations. The latest data is available 

(attached) at: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/building-

safety-programme-monthly-data-release-december-2020. 

The Answer includes the following attached material: 

Building Safety Monthly Data [210129 

Building_Safety_Data_Release_December_2020 - HL12447.pdf] 

The material can be viewed online at: 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-

answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2021-01-21/HL12447 

Asked by Baroness Pinnock 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what estimate they 

have made of the cost of removing and replacing 

flammable cladding on all blocks of flats. [HL12448] 

Lord Greenhalgh: The information on flammable 

cladding for all blocks of flats is not held. However, 

section 11 of the Building Safety Bill: Impact Assessment 

(attached) estimates the average costs per building for 

addressing safety remediation in high rise buildings. 

These estimates consider all necessary remediation, which 

goes beyond façade remediation. 

The Answer includes the following attached material: 

Building safety impact assessment [210129 

Draft_Building_Safety_Bill_Impact_Assessment_web - 

HL12448.pdf] 

The material can be viewed online at: 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-

answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2021-01-21/HL12448 

High Speed 2 Railway Line 

Asked by Lord Berkeley 

To ask Her Majesty's Government how many 

consultancy contracts relating to HS2 of over £5 million 

have been agreed since 2010; and to deposit the details 

of each such contract, including (1) the supplier, (2) a 

description of services, and (3) the spend to date, in the 

House of Lords library. [HL12474] 

Baroness Vere of Norbiton: As HS2 Ltd do not 

categorise consultancy spend within their contracts this 

information is not easily available and could only be 

compiled at disproportionate cost. As part of the 

Government’s transparency agenda, a full list of awarded 

contract opportunities is available on HS2 Ltd’s website. 

High Speed 2 Railway Line: Scotland 

Asked by Lord Moonie 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what are the 

planning assumptions for bringing into service high-

speed train connections to the HS2 route from 

Edinburgh and Glasgow. [HL12443] 

Baroness Vere of Norbiton: The current plans for HS2 

Phases One and 2a will see Glasgow connected to the 

high-speed rail network between 2029 and 2033. Journey 

times between Glasgow and London will fall by 45 

minutes from 4hrs 30min at present to 3hrs 45min. 

On completion of HS2 Phase 2b, Edinburgh will 

become connected to the high-speed rail network, 

reducing journey times to London from the current 4hrs 

19mins to 3hrs 48min. 

New high-speed rail infrastructure is planned from 

London to Manchester via Birmingham and Crewe. 

Classic-compatible high-speed trains running to Scotland 

will connect to the West Coast Mainline (WCML) in 

north-west England and these will use the existing 

conventional rail network to serve both Edinburgh and 

Glasgow. 

Homelessness: Coronavirus 

Asked by The Marquess of Lothian 

To ask Her Majesty's Government how many 

households have been made homeless during the 

COVID-19 pandemic; and what additional support they 

have offered to those households, in particular to 

families, which have been made homeless as a result of 

the pandemic. [HL12363] 

Lord Greenhalgh: The Government is clear that no 

one should be without a roof over their head. 

The Government is spending over £700 million to 

tackle homelessness and rough sleeping this financial 

year, demonstrating the Government’s commitment to 

end rough sleeping and fully enforce the Homelessness 

Reduction Act. This includes £263 million to local 

authorities to fulfil their statutory homelessness duties 

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fpublications%2Fbuilding-safety-programme-estimates-of-ews1-requirements-on-residential-buildings-in-england%2Fbuilding-safety-programme-estimates-of-ews1-requirements-on-residential-buildings-in-england&amp;data=04%7C01%7CBSP_PQ%40communities.gov.uk%7Ce9d6f18b3a4b4571bb6b08d8c1296f1e%7Cbf3468109c7d43dea87224a2ef3995a8%7C0%7C0%7C637471730986856693%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&amp;sdata=%2B8UYmm%2B7i9fyOs6uD2Z8Z%2BK8TBt09cOvTEBItTIgNbs%3D&amp;reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fpublications%2Fbuilding-safety-programme-estimates-of-ews1-requirements-on-residential-buildings-in-england%2Fbuilding-safety-programme-estimates-of-ews1-requirements-on-residential-buildings-in-england&amp;data=04%7C01%7CBSP_PQ%40communities.gov.uk%7Ce9d6f18b3a4b4571bb6b08d8c1296f1e%7Cbf3468109c7d43dea87224a2ef3995a8%7C0%7C0%7C637471730986856693%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&amp;sdata=%2B8UYmm%2B7i9fyOs6uD2Z8Z%2BK8TBt09cOvTEBItTIgNbs%3D&amp;reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fpublications%2Fbuilding-safety-programme-estimates-of-ews1-requirements-on-residential-buildings-in-england%2Fbuilding-safety-programme-estimates-of-ews1-requirements-on-residential-buildings-in-england&amp;data=04%7C01%7CBSP_PQ%40communities.gov.uk%7Ce9d6f18b3a4b4571bb6b08d8c1296f1e%7Cbf3468109c7d43dea87224a2ef3995a8%7C0%7C0%7C637471730986856693%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&amp;sdata=%2B8UYmm%2B7i9fyOs6uD2Z8Z%2BK8TBt09cOvTEBItTIgNbs%3D&amp;reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fpublications%2Fbuilding-safety-programme-estimates-of-ews1-requirements-on-residential-buildings-in-england%2Fbuilding-safety-programme-estimates-of-ews1-requirements-on-residential-buildings-in-england&amp;data=04%7C01%7CBSP_PQ%40communities.gov.uk%7Ce9d6f18b3a4b4571bb6b08d8c1296f1e%7Cbf3468109c7d43dea87224a2ef3995a8%7C0%7C0%7C637471730986856693%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&amp;sdata=%2B8UYmm%2B7i9fyOs6uD2Z8Z%2BK8TBt09cOvTEBItTIgNbs%3D&amp;reserved=0
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which includes activity to prevent homelessness and 

providing temporary accommodation for those who are in 

priority need, unintentionally homeless and eligible for 

assistance. 

In addition, the Government has taken significant action 

to keep people in their homes. Landlords are required to 

provide 6-months' notice before seeking repossession 

except in the most serious cases such as anti-social 

behaviour, fraud and egregious rent arrears. This means 

that most renters served notice today will not have to 

leave until July, with time to find alternative support or 

accommodation. We have also taken steps in England to 

ensure bailiffs do not enforce evictions, except in the most 

serious circumstances. This legislation will be in place 

until at least to the end of 21 February when it will 

be reviewed. 

This is on top of the unprecedented resources already 

committed to councils since the start of the pandemic, 

including over £4.6 billion in un-ringfenced grants, the 

Contain Outbreak Management Fund and additional 

funding for authorities to support care homes, high streets 

and the most vulnerable in their communities. 

Relevant data for the period April – June 2020 can be 

found (attached) here: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/statutory-

homelessness-in-england-april-to-june-2020 

The Answer includes the following attached material: 

Homelessness in England statistics - April to June [210129 

Statutory_homelessness_release_Apr-Jun_2020 - HL12363.pdf] 

The material can be viewed online at: 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-

answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2021-01-20/HL12363 

Hong Kong Court of Final Appeal: Judges 

Asked by Baroness Eaton 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment 

they have made of whether the practice of British 

judges sitting on Hong Kong's Court of Final Appeal 

confers legitimacy on processes otherwise undermined 

by the actions of the government of China. [HL12205] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: British judges have 

played an important role in supporting the independence 

of Hong Kong's judiciary for many years. We want and 

hope that this can continue. The UK judiciary is 

independent of the Government and it is for them to make 

an assessment on this. It is therefore right that the 

Supreme Court continues to assess the situation in Hong 

Kong, in discussion with the Government. 

Housing: Canterbury 

Asked by Lord Campbell-Savours 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment 

they have made of the impact of the Canterbury urban 

extension on air pollution levels; and what affect the 

categorisation of Canterbury as an air quality 

management area has had on their decision on whether 

to call-in the planning application of the Canterbury 

urban extension. [HL12198] 

Lord Greenhalgh: In December 2016, the Secretary of 

State declined to call in this application for his own 

determination. Following the categorisation of Canterbury 

as an air quality management area, he received requests to 

reconsider that decision. These requests were carefully 

considered having regard to his policy on calling in 

planning applications. The Secretary of State decided that 

his original decision, not to call in this application, should 

stand, and that the application should remain to be 

determined by the local planning authority. 

Housing: Construction 

Asked by Baroness Bennett of Manor Castle 

To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to the 

report by the Economics Statistics Centre of 

Excellence Estimating the UK population during the 

pandemic, published on 14 January, what plans they 

have to adjust their plans for housing provision as a 

result of population changes following (1) the COVID-

19 pandemic, and (2) the UK’s departure from the EU. 

[HL12409] 

Lord Greenhalgh: Following consultation in August 

2020 on proposed changes to the standard method for 

assessing local housing need, it was apparent that 

certainty and stability are important for our local 

communities, local authorities, and developers, especially 

in light of the uncertainty caused by the COVID-19 

pandemic. In December, we therefore changed the 

method to focus greater need into authorities containing 

the largest proportion of the 20 most populated cities and 

urban centres in England, while other authorities saw no 

change compared to the previous method. 

It is not yet clear what impact COVID-19 or our 

departure from the European Union will have on 

population estimates, if any. However, while we expect 

local authorities to plan, for a minimum period of 15 

years, they can review their plans for housing during this 

period and must do so at least once every five years. This 

enables them to take into account changes in 

circumstances and to ensure policies remain effective. 

As with all policies we will monitor the impact of the 

new standard method, including as any longer-term 

impact from changes to the way we live and work become 

clear. Our December announcement enables local areas to 

get on and plan based on a method and level of ambition 

that they are familiar with. This ensures that the planning 

system keeps moving, so it can play its full part in the 

economic recovery to come. 

Immigration: Hong Kong 

Asked by Lord Goodlad 

To ask Her Majesty's Government how many people 

from Hong Kong have applied for residence in the UK 

in each of the last six months. [HL12208] 
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Asked by Lord Goodlad 

To ask Her Majesty's Government how many people 

from Hong Kong they estimate will apply for residence 

in the UK in each of the next five years. [HL12209] 

Lord Greenhalgh: The Hong Kong British National 

(Overseas) (BN(O)) route opened for applications on 31 

January 2021. 

From 15 July to 14 October 2020, a total of 2116 

BN(O) citizens and their dependants have been granted 

Leave Outside the Rules at the border. Yet this data is not 

considered to be a reliable proxy for the number of people 

who may apply for the Hong Kong BN(O) Visa. 

As set out in our impact assessment, our central range 

projects between 123,000 and 153,700 BN(O) citizens 

and their dependants will come in the first year and 

between 258,000 and 322,400 over five years. 

Details of the impact assessment can be found at: 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukia/2020/70/pdfs/ukia_2

0200070_en.pdf. 

The Answer includes the following attached material: 

Impact Assessment [ukia_20200070_en.pdf] 

The material can be viewed online at: 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-

answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2021-01-18/HL12208 

Indo-Pacific Region: Military Alliances 

Asked by Lord Wallace of Saltaire 

To ask Her Majesty's Government which countries 

have agreed to contribute in (1) naval, or (2) logistical 

support, terms to the UK’s planned deployment of a 

Royal Navy carrier strike group to the Indo-Pacific 

region in 2021. [HL12265] 

Baroness Goldie: This will be a UK sovereign 

deployment but importantly it provides the opportunity to 

work with NATO allies and our global partners. On 19 

January we were pleased to announce that the UK and US 

Governments have signed a Joint Declaration which 

allows a United States Navy destroyer and a detachment 

of United States Marine Corps F-35B fast jets to 

accompany the task group, together with their supporting 

personnel. Detailed planning continues and we will make 

a statement to the House in due course. 

Iran: Nuclear Power 

Asked by Baroness Eaton 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment 

they have made of whether the Joint Comprehensive 

Plan of Action between the governments of China, the 

European Union, France, Germany, Iran, Russia, the 

United Kingdom, and the United States should be 

renegotiated in the light of (1) mission development, (2) 

sunset clauses, and (3) breaches by Iran of limits on 

enriched uranium stocks. [HL12204] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: The JCPoA is currently 

the only framework for constraining and verifying Iran's 

nuclear programme. In the absence of something better, 

we will continue to support it. I welcome President 

Biden's commitment that if Iran returns to compliance 

with the deal the US would re-enter the agreement, 

seeking to both strengthen and extend it. This is an 

important opportunity to restart engagement between Iran 

and the US, and to realise the objectives of the JCPoA. 

Iranian Revolutionary Guard Corps 

Asked by Baroness Eaton 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what plans they 

have to designate the Iranian Islamic Revolutionary 

Guard Corps a terrorist group. [HL12203] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: We have been clear 

about our concerns over Iran and the IRGC's continued 

destabilising activity throughout the region, which 

includes political, financial and military support to a 

number of militant and proscribed groups, including 

Hizballah in Lebanon and Syria, militias in Iraq and the 

Houthis in Yemen. The IRGC is sanctioned in its entirety 

by the UK. The list of proscribed organisations is kept 

under constant review. We do not routinely comment on 

whether an organisation is or is not under consideration 

for proscription. 

Israel: Palestinians 

Asked by Baroness Tonge 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment 

they have made of the report by B'Tselem A regime of 

Jewish supremacy from the Jordan River to the 

Mediterranean Sea: this is apartheid, published on 12 

January. [HL12259] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: The UK has not made an 

assessment of this report. It is the policy of this 

government that any judgment on whether serious crimes 

under international law have occurred is a matter for 

judicial decision after consideration of all the available 

evidence, rather than for governments or non-judicial 

bodies. As a friend of Israel, we have a regular dialogue, 

encouraging the Israeli government to do all it can to 

uphold the values of equality for all. The UK also engages 

with Israel on issues of concern related to its occupation 

of the Occupied Palestinian Territories. Our Embassy in 

Tel Aviv and Consulate-General in Jerusalem work 

closely with all sectors of Israeli and Palestinian society 

to encourage tolerance and progress towards peace. The 

UK position on the Middle East Peace Process is clear: 

we support a negotiated settlement leading to a two-state 

solution. A two state solution is the only way to preserve 

Israel's Jewish and democratic identity. The UK has urged 

the Government of Israel and the Palestinian Authority to 

work together to meet their obligations under the Oslo 

Accords, and to work towards a sustainable solution to the 

conflict. We also call on all parties to abide by 
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International Humanitarian Law and to promote peace, 

stability and security. 

Israeli Settlements 

Asked by Baroness Ritchie of Downpatrick 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what 

representations they have made to the government of 

Israel about the proposed settlement at Givat Hamatos. 

[HL12242] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: We consistently call for 

an immediate end to all actions that undermine the 

viability of the two-state solution, including settlement 

expansion within the West Bank. Both the Foreign 

Secretary and the Minister for the Middle East and North 

Africa made clear our opposition to settlement 

advancement in the sensitive location of Givat HaMatos 

on 21 January. The Minister for the Middle East and 

North Africa raised construction in Givat HaMatos with 

the Israeli Ambassador to the UK on 18 January and 

urged the Government of Israel not to proceed. The 

British Embassy Tel Aviv also urged the Israeli 

Authorities to cease the construction process in a meeting 

alongside European counterparts on 19 January. The UK's 

position on settlements is clear. They are illegal under 

international law, present an obstacle to peace, and 

threaten the physical viability of a two-state solution. 

Settlement expansion is also a counterproductive move in 

light of the positive developments of normalisation 

agreements reached between Israel, the United Arab 

Emirates, Bahrain, Sudan and Morocco. We call on Israel 

to halt settlement expansion immediately. 

Jerusalem: Palestinians 

Asked by Baroness Tonge 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment 

they have made of the impact on East Jerusalem of 

reports that the government of Israel intends to displace 

the Palestinian community in that area and replace it 

with Israelis. [HL12262] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: We regularly make clear 

our concerns about evictions of Palestinians from their 

homes in East Jerusalem to the Israeli authorities, both 

bilaterally and in co-operation with like-minded 

diplomatic partners. These practices cause unnecessary 

suffering to ordinary Palestinians, call into question 

Israel's commitment to a viable two-state solution and, in 

all but the most exceptional of cases, are contrary to 

International Humanitarian Law. 

Large Goods Vehicle Drivers: Working 

Hours 

Asked by Lord Bradshaw 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what discussions 

they  have   had  with   EU   member  states  about  their  

enforcement of the Drivers’ Hours and Tachographs 

(Amendment) Regulations 2020, and in particular cases 

where foreign operators are found to be exceeding 

drivers’ hours limits in the UK. [HL12583] 

Baroness Vere of Norbiton: The UK and EU have 

agreed provisions for the enforcement of drivers’ hours 

and tachographs within the UK/EU trade and co-operation 

agreement (TCA). The 2020 Regulations therefore 

provide for the enforcement in the UK of drivers’ hours 

and tachographs for those international journeys carried 

out under the (TCA). The UK remains an active member 

of Euro Control Route (ECR) and the Confederation of 

Organisations in Road Transport Enforcement (CORTE), 

both of which are concerned with co-operation in this 

technical area. Both organisations help DVSA to maintain 

valuable contacts with most EU Member States, and 

communicate regarding drivers’ hours and many other 

traffic enforcement issues. 

Local Government: Meetings 

Asked by Lord Moonie 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what plans they 

have to allow local authorities to hold public meetings 

remotely after the 6 May local elections. [HL12441] 

Lord Greenhalgh: To extend the facility for councils 

to continue to meet remotely, or in hybrid form after 7 

May 2021 would require primary legislation. 

There is no option to extend the current regulations 

under the Coronavirus Act 2020 as section 78 (3) contains 

the sunset date of 7 May 2021. 

There is considerable pressure on the Government’s 

legislative programme, but the Government is carefully 

considering next steps in this area. 

Mental Health Services: Children 

Asked by Lord Watson of Invergowrie 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment 

they have made of the announcement by Childline on 

13 January that there was a 16 per cent increase in the 

number of counselling sessions about mental health 

with children aged 11 and under from April to 

December 2020 as a result of the impact of the COVID-

19 pandemic. [HL12319] 

Lord Bethell: We continue to work closely with the 

Department for Education, NHS England and NHS 

Improvement, Public Health England and a wide range of 

stakeholders to support all people’s mental wellbeing and 

mental health, and we are working with them to ensure 

that children and young people and their parents or carers 

know what support is available. For those who need them, 

NHS services remained open throughout the first wave 

and will do so throughout the second. 
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Mental Health Services: Children and Young 

People 

Asked by Lord Hunt of Kings Heath 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment 

they have made of the accuracy of the report by the 

Care Quality Commission following its inspection from 

25 to 29 January 2016 Specialist community mental 

health services for children and young people Quality 

Report, published on 27 May 2016. [HL11877] 

Lord Bethell: Following its inspection of Tavistock 

and Portman NHS Foundation Trust’s specialist 

community mental health services for children and young 

people in January 2016, the Care Quality Commission 

(CQC) rated the core service as good. All CQC reports 

undergo a robust internal quality assurance process, as 

well as factual accuracy checks by the provider. In 

addition to this, the CQC’s ratings review team will 

consider any challenges from providers in regard to 

published ratings. 

As part of the CQC's regulatory model, the CQC 

monitors providers on an ongoing basis. This activity 

helps the CQC to understand which services are 

progressing well and which are not and informs decisions 

about which core services are inspected and how 

frequently. The CQC have undertaken monitoring activity 

with Tavistock and Portman NHS Foundation Trust since 

the 2016 inspection. 

Asked by Baroness Fall 

To ask Her Majesty's Government how many people 

have been treated for mental health issues on child and 

adolescent wards in hospitals since 23 March 2020; and 

what was the figure for such treatment from 23 March 

2019 to 22 March 2020. [HL12048] 

Lord Bethell: The information requested is shown in 

the following table: 

23 March 2019 – 22 March 2020 3,564 

23 March 2020 – 30 November 2020 2,822 

Source: Mental Health Services Dataset 

Notes: 

i) Treatment for mental health issues has been defined 

as people with a hospital stay in a ward setting 

categorised as a child and adolescent mental health 

ward. 

ii) The total provided for 23 March 2020 to 30 

November 2020 represents the latest available data. 

iii) This data for both ranges includes patients whose 

hospital spell began prior to 23 March but whose 

hospital treatment continued after that date. 

Mental Health Services: Coronavirus 

Asked by Lord Bourne of Aberystwyth 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what steps they are 

taking to provide additional support for people with 

mental health problems that have been (1) caused, or 

(2) exacerbated by, the COVID-19 pandemic. 

[HL12139] 

Lord Bethell: We published Staying mentally well this 

winter in November 2020, in an online only format. This 

sets out the support being made available for people in the 

winter months. This plan includes advice on wellbeing, 

information on accessing mental health services, support 

in communities and support for frontline health and social 

care workers. 

Talking therapies will continue to be made available 

remotely so people can access help safely from home and 

the National Health Service will work to ensure the option 

of face to face support is provided where it is clinically 

safe to do so. For those with severe needs or in crisis, all 

NHS mental health providers have established 24 hours a 

day, seven days a week urgent mental health helplines. 

Musicians: EU Countries 

Asked by Lord Jones of Cheltenham 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment 

they have made of the potential additional costs since 1 

January 2021 to a five-member musical troupe of 

touring in three countries in the EU. [HL12354] 

Baroness Barran: The Government recognises the 

importance of international touring for UK cultural and 

creative practitioners, and their support staff. 

We know that while leaving the EU will bring changes 

and new processes to touring and working in the EU, it 

will also bring new opportunities. In all circumstances, we 

expect the UK’s creative output to continue to be an 

export that is as highly valued in the European Union as it 

is across the world. 

Estimated costs are likely to vary depending on a 

number of factors that will be specific to each tour. 

Additional costs, for example, are likely to change 

depending on whether the performances are paid or 

unpaid; which EU Member States are visited and for how 

long; whether equipment is taken and the value of that 

equipment, as well as the mode of transportation. 

Leaving the EU has always meant that there would be 

changes to how practitioners operate in the EU. DCMS 

has engaged with the sector extensively throughout 

negotiations and since the announcement of the Trade and 

Cooperation Agreement to understand the diverse 

circumstances of companies, organisations and individual 

practitioners and how they may need to adapt as they plan 

activity across the European Union. 

Going forward we will continue to work closely with 

the sector, including with representative organisations, to 

assess impact and to ensure businesses and individuals 

have the advice and guidance they need to meet new 

requirements. 
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Myanmar: Rohingya 

Asked by Lord Bourne of Aberystwyth 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what steps they are 

taking, if any, to protect the Rohingya community in 

Myanmar. [HL12142] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: 600,000 Rohingya 

remain in Rakhine, including 128,000 who have been 

confined to camps since 2012. These communities face 

significant discrimination, including restrictions on 

freedom of movement and access to healthcare. The 

Foreign Secretary and Minister Adams both raised the use 

of discriminatory laws to disenfranchise the Rohingya 

with Myanmar's government prior to their elections in 

November 2020. The Prime Minister called State 

Counsellor Aung San Suu Kyi after the elections and 

reiterated the UK's concern at the plight faced by the 

Rohingya. We have urged the Government of Myanmar 

to comply with the International Court of Justice's 

provisional measures ruling which would ensure that the 

Rohingya are protected from further atrocities. The UK 

has provided over £44 million to all communities in 

Rakhine since 2017, including over £25 million for the 

Rohingya. We are the largest donor to water, hygiene and 

sanitation in the camps and displacement sites. 

Neuromuscular Disorders: Health Services 

Asked by Lord Dubs 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment 

they have made on the impact of COVID-19 on the 

rehabilitation needs of people living with neurological 

conditions such as multiple sclerosis; and what plans 

they have to work with NHS England on a long term 

strategy for delivering (1) physiotherapy, (2) speech 

and language therapy, and (3) occupational therapy to 

people with neurological conditions to help them 

maintain their wellbeing. [HL12145] 

Lord Bethell: On 23 December 2020, NHS England 

outlined priorities for the remainder of 2020-2021, 

including maximising capacity to treat non-COVID-19 

patients. This capacity includes services to people with 

neurological diseases, for example physiotherapy, 

occupational therapy and speech and language therapy. 

The provision of rehabilitation support in England is a 

local matter, and local commissioners are best placed to 

provide services according to local need. 

NHS England and NHS Improvement have commenced 

work on updating their guidance for clinical 

commissioning groups on commissioning accessible, high 

quality rehabilitation services. This has included 

engagement with professional bodies’ clinicians, 

alongside other stakeholders, societies and third sector 

organisations who represent the patient voice. 

Newton Rigg College 

Asked by Lord Campbell-Savours 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what plans they 

have to publish the report of the Newton Rigg Strategic 

Review undertaken by the Further Education 

Commissioner Team and which concluded in December 

2020. [HL12195] 

Asked by Lord Campbell-Savours 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what discussions 

they have had with the Further Education 

Commissioner Team that undertook the (1) Newton 

Rigg Strategic Review, and (2) Newton Rigg Review, 

about publishing any financial planning proposals by 

Askham Bryan College relating to the viability and 

future of Newton Rigg college in Penrith. [HL12196] 

Baroness Berridge: The Newton Rigg Strategic 

Review process has been extended. The Further 

Education Commissioner team and Education and Skills 

Funding Agency officials are continuing to work closely 

with stakeholders, including Askham Bryan College, to 

try and find a solution for retaining some or all of the 

education provision on the Newton Rigg campus. 

Askham Bryan College is independent of the 

government and is responsible for any decision on 

Newton Rigg and the associated financial implications. 

Occupied Territories: Coronavirus 

Asked by The Marquess of Lothian 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what discussions 

they have had with (1) the government of Israel, and (2) 

international partners in the World Health Organization 

(WHO), about making COVID-19 vaccines doses 

available in the Occupied Palestinian Territories before 

the arrival in March of WHO vaccine supplies. 

[HL12160] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: The British Embassy in 

Tel Aviv and the British Consulate-General in Jerusalem 

are in regular contact with the Israeli and Palestinian 

authorities respectively. We will continue to raise access 

to safe COVID-19 vaccines. 

The UK supports World Health Organisation (WHO) 

leadership on the COVAX Facility. The UK will continue 

to liaise with the WHO on timescales for vaccine delivery 

in the OPTs in our capacity as a major contributor to 

COVAX Advance Market Commitment (AMC) and as a 

key international partner to the Palestinian Authority. We 

understand first vaccine deliveries are anticipated to begin 

in the first quarter of 2021. 
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Overseas Trade: China 

Asked by Baroness Cox 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what steps they are 

taking to encourage (1) trade with China, and (2) 

investment in the Chinese economy. [HL12201] 

Lord Grimstone of Boscobel: China is an important 

trading partner for the UK, and we are pursuing increased 

bilateral trade. 

The Department identifies market opportunities through 

its dedicated trade and investment network in major cities 

across China, which is ready to provide advice and 

support to ensure UK businesses take full advantage of 

emerging opportunities. 

The Department for International Trade (DIT) and its 

delivery partners provide support for UK-based 

companies’ outward investments in China and other 

jurisdictions where there is a positive impact on the UK 

economy. 

As an open economy, we welcome foreign trade and 

investment, including from China, where it supports UK 

growth and jobs. But we will not accept investments 

which compromise our national security. 

Palestinians: Elections 

Asked by Baroness Tonge 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what steps they are 

taking to ensure that all Palestinians are able to vote 

freely in (1) the elections for the legislature on 22 May, 

and (2) the presidential election on 31 July. [HL12261] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: We welcome President 

Abbas' announcement of dates for legislative and 

Presidential elections in the Occupied Palestinian 

Territories for the first time since 2006. We encourage the 

Palestinian leadership to work toward strong, inclusive, 

accountable and democratic institutions, based on respect 

for the rule of law and human rights. Free and fair 

elections are an important and necessary step. The UK 

will work closely with the Palestinian Authority and 

international partners to support this. We are supportive 

of Hamas-Fatah reconciliation attempts, and of the 

Palestinian Authority returning to resume government 

functions in Gaza, helping to improve the dire 

humanitarian and economic situation and restore effective 

and accountable governance. 

Paramedical Staff: Prescription Drugs 

Asked by Lord Butler of Brockwell 

To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to 

the letter from the Advisory Council on the Misuse of 

Drugs to the Minister of State for Crime, Policing and 

the Fire Service and the Parliamentary Under Secretary 

of State for Prevention, Public Health and Primary Care 

on 18 October 2019, what plans they have to amend the 

Misuse of Drugs Regulations 2001 to enable 

paramedics (1) to prescribe, and (2) to administer, the 

drugs specified by NHS England. [HL12194] 

Baroness Williams of Trafford: The Government is 

considering the advice provided by the Advisory Council 

on the Misuse of Drugs on the independent prescribing 

and administration of specified controlled drugs by 

paramedics and intends to respond in the near future. 

The Home Office works closely with the Department of 

Health and Social Care on issues concerning the use of 

controlled drugs in healthcare, and this timescale reflects 

the balance of priorities within Government, in particular 

in addressing COVID-19. The response will be published 

on gov.uk. 

Passports: British National (Overseas) 

Asked by Lord Green of Deddington 

To ask Her Majesty's Government how many British 

National (Overseas) passport applications were received 

in each month of 2020. [HL12216] 

Baroness Williams of Trafford: British passport 

applications are not recorded by nationality type when an 

application is received, and therefore the data requested is 

unavailable. 

The table below provides the number of British 

National (Overseas) passports that were issued in each 

month of 2020: 

Month BNO Issued in 2020 

January 28,995 

February 7,889 

March 6,288 

April 363 

May 2,270 

June 7,719 

July 24,973 

August 33,249 

September 48,081 

October 60,907 

November 56,563 

December 39,687 

*These figures are correct at the time of reporting and 

subject to change. 

Pectus Excavatum: Surgery 

Asked by Lord Hunt of Kings Heath 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment 

they have made, if any, of the availability of pectus 

deformity surgery in (1) Scotland, (2) Wales, and (3) 

Northern Ireland; and whether they intend to review the 
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guidance on commissioning surgery for pectus 

deformity procedures in light of this assessment. 

[HL10763] 

Lord Bethell: Health is a devolved matter in the United 

Kingdom and each of the devolved administrations has 

established its own systems and processes for determining 

which at and how healthcare services will be available. In 

England, specialised services and treatments are the 

responsibility of NHS England and NHS Improvement 

and decisions are made in accordance with their published 

processes. 

NHS England and NHS Improvement’s position on 

surgery for pectus deformity is set out in their clinical 

commissioning policy from February 2019. Their 

conclusion is that there is not enough evidence to 

routinely commission the intervention, although this 

policy will be reviewed when warranted by the receipt of 

new information. 

Planning Permission: Air Pollution 

Asked by Lord Campbell-Savours 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what consideration 

they give to air pollution levels when making 

ministerial decisions on whether to call-in a planning 

application. [HL12197] 

Asked by Lord Campbell-Savours 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment 

they have made of the impact of air pollution resulting 

from the Canterbury urban extension on morbidity 

rates. [HL12199] 

Lord Greenhalgh: Decisions on calling in applications 

are made in line with published call-in policy as set out in 

a Written Ministerial Statement by Nick Boles on 26 

October 2012. The policy makes it clear that the power to 

call in a case will only be used very selectively. Air 

pollution levels are a potential consideration when 

considering whether to call in an application. 

Planning Permission: Legal Opinion 

Asked by Lord Jones of Cheltenham 

To ask Her Majesty's Government whether a local 

planning authority can be required to disclose the 

details of any legal opinions it has received regarding a 

planning application to those who may be affected by 

the planning application; and if so, how the requirement 

for disclosure can be imposed. [HL12297] 

Lord Greenhalgh: The Freedom of Information Act 

2000 and Environmental Information Regulations 2004 

provide public access to information held by public 

authorities, subject to any exemptions which may apply. 

Exemptions include legal professional privilege which is 

subject to a public interest test. 

Planning Permission: Standards 

Asked by Lord Crisp 

To ask Her Majesty's Government further to the 

Written Answer by Lord Greenhalgh on 19 January 

(HL11725), why have they not required local 

authorities to include the Nationally Described Space 

Standard in local planning policies. [HL12277] 

Lord Greenhalgh: We agree that ensuring a good 

standard and quality of internal space is important to 

achieving well-designed homes for all, as emphasised in 

our National Design Guide. 

Space standards are an optional technical standard in 

our national planning policies and local authorities can 

choose to adopt them locally, if they can demonstrate 

need and that there will be no negative impact on 

viability. 

As my noble Lord is aware, we announced last year that 

all new homes in England delivered through any 

Permitted Development Right must meet this space 

standard as a minimum. This will apply to proposals from 

6 April 2021. 

Looking to the future, in the forthcoming National 

Model Design Code we intend to emphasise the 

ingredients for well-designed homes, including the 

application of the Nationally Described Space Standard 

that can be included in local design codes, guides and 

policies. 

Police 

Asked by Baroness Jones of Moulsecoomb 

To ask Her Majesty's Government which (1) political, 

and (2) campaigning, organisations have been (a) 

monitored, and (b) infiltrated, by police, or at the 

direction of police, since 1991. [HL12222] 

Asked by Baroness Jones of Moulsecoomb 

To ask Her Majesty's Government how many (1) 

political, and (2) campaigning, organisations have been 

(a) monitored, and (b) infiltrated, by police, or at the 

direction of police, since 1991. [HL12223] 

Baroness Williams of Trafford: Part 2 of the 

Regulation of Investigatory Powers Act provides the 

police with the power to authorise surveillance and covert 

human intelligence sources where it is necessary for one 

of the statutory purposes (i.e. the prevention and detection 

of crime) and proportionate to what is sought to be 

achieved. The police are operationally independent of 

government and the exercise of those powers is therefore 

a matter for the individual forces concerned. 

In 2015 the Home Office established the Undercover 

Policing Inquiry, to inquire into and report on undercover 

police operations conducted by English and Welsh police 

forces in England and Wales since 1968. The Inquiry’s 

investigations remain ongoing and it will publish a report 

of its conclusions in due course. 
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Protective Clothing: Procurement 

Asked by Lord Strasburger 

To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to the 

Written Answer given by Lord Bethell on 1 December 

(HL10548), what “associated commercial implications” 

are engaged by disclosure of the requested non-

commercial information; and which of the categories of 

non-commercial information that were requested give 

rise to those “associated commercial implications”. 

[HL11174] 

Lord Bethell: The Department has considered the 

position of suppliers which were referred to the high 

priority channel. The disclosure of their names may 

damage the supplier’s reputation, affecting their 

competitive position and could have a potentially 

detrimental impact on their revenue and/or their ability to 

obtain future contracts. 

Pupil Exclusions: Coronavirus 

Asked by Lord Storey 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what steps they 

have taken to provide for the education of children 

excluded from school during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

[HL12251] 

Baroness Berridge: The government has made clear it 

will do whatever it takes to support children affected by 

COVID-19. 

Good behaviour in schools is crucial if children are to 

learn and reach their full potential. As well as delivering 

excellent teaching, schools should be calm, orderly, and 

disciplined environments free from the low level 

disruption that prevents teachers from teaching, and 

pupils from learning. 

The department supports head teachers using 

suspensions or expulsions where warranted. There is no 

right number of expulsions, but we are clear that 

expulsion should only be used as a last resort, and 

expulsion from school should not mean expulsion from a 

good quality education and support to reduce risk and 

vulnerability. 

Children in alternative provision (AP) are some of the 

most vulnerable and disadvantaged and we have 

prioritised supporting them while attendance at schools 

has been restricted. AP should remain open to vulnerable 

children and children of critical workers, recognising that 

the characteristics of the cohorts in alternative provision 

will mean these schools continue to offer face to face 

provision for all pupils, where appropriate. Our latest 

guidance for special schools specialist, post-16 providers 

and alternative provision during the national lockdown 

provided for expelled pupils: 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploa

ds/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/953215/Guidance

_for_special_schools__specialist_post-

16_providers_and_alternative_provision_during_the_nati

onal_lockdown.pdf. 

Suitable full-time education must be arranged from the 

6th school day of expulsion or suspension for pupils of 

compulsory school age. In the case of an expulsion, this is 

the duty of the local authority. Statutory guidance sets out 

that head teachers should take reasonable steps to ensure 

that work is set and marked for pupils during the first five 

school days of expulsion where the pupil will not be 

attending AP. 

If a pupil is attending AP after being expelled, it is the 

duty of the local authority to arrange AP from the fifth 

day of the expulsion. Statutory guidance on the use of AP 

sets out that suitable education is that which appropriately 

meets the needs of pupils and gives them an education on 

par with mainstream schooling: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/alternative-

provision. 

Railways: Electrification 

Asked by Lord Greaves 

To ask Her Majesty's Government which rail 

electrification projects in England were agreed between 

2010 and 2015; and which (1) have been completed, 

and (2) have not gone ahead. [HL12286] 

Baroness Vere of Norbiton: The table below includes 

electrification schemes in the 2012 High Level Output 

Specification and schemes considered by Sir Peter 

Hendy's re-planning of Network Rail’s investment 

programme. It also includes Network Rail’s assessment of 

whether these schemes have been completed. 

Scheme Completed 

Gospel Oak to Barking Electrification Yes 

North of England Programmes/Northern Hub - North 
West Electrification 

Yes 

Walsall to Rugeley Trent Valley Electrification Yes 

MML Programme – Electrification Key Output 1 

(Bedford to Kettering/Corby) 

Yes 

Bromsgrove Electrification Yes 

Great Western Electrification Programme  

- Maidenhead to Didcot Yes 

- Didcot to Wootton Bassett Junction Yes 

- Reading to Newbury Yes 

- Wootton Bassett Junction to Bristol Parkway Yes 

- Bristol Parkway to Cardiff Yes 

- Wootton Bassett Junction to Bristol Temple Meads No 

- Didcot to Oxford No 

- Filton Bank No 

Lostock Junction to Wigan North Western 

Electrification 

No 

MML Programme – Electrification Phase 2 (Kettering to 

Nottingham and Sheffield via Derby) 

No 

Acton (GWML) to Willesden (WCML) Electrification No 
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Scheme Completed 

- Basingstoke – Southampton Central (third rail 

conversion to OLE) 

No 

- Leamington Spa to Coventry Electrification and 

Capacity 

No 

- Oxford to Bletchley Electrification No 

- Oxford to Leamington and Coventry to Nuneaton 
Electrification 

No 

- Sheffield to ECML electrification No 

- Southcote Junction to Basingstoke Electrification No 

North trans-Pennine line electrification (Manchester 

Victoria and Guide Bridge – Huddersfield – Leeds – 

Colton Jnc) 

No 

Oxenholme to Windermere Electrification No 

Selby to Hull electrification No 

Thames Valley Branch Lines No 

Asked by Lord Greaves 

To ask Her Majesty's Government which rail 

electrification projects (1) are currently taking place, 

and (2) been given approval to start, in England; and 

what is the proposed start date for each approved 

project. [HL12287] 

Baroness Vere of Norbiton: Enabling and design work 

is currently taking place on the Midland Main Line to 

complete electrification up to Market Harborough. 

Following the Spending Review settlement, we continue 

to progress development and design of the TransPennine 

Route Upgrade, including the examination of the case for 

full electrification of the route. A number of other 

potential electrification schemes are being considered for 

further development through the Rail Network 

Enhancements Pipeline. 

Railways: Repairs and Maintenance 

Asked by Lord Berkeley 

To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to the 

proposed reduction in Network Rail’s enhancement 

budget announced in the Spending Review 2020 on 25 

November 2020, which projects will be affected by this 

reduction; and for each such project, what assessment 

they have made of the effects that the reduction will 

have on (1) project budgets, (2) completion dates, and 

(3) passenger and freight traffic. [HL12414] 

Baroness Vere of Norbiton: Network Rail’s 

operations, maintenance and renewals budgets have not 

been changed as a result of Spending Review 

2020. Workbanks will continue to be based on the five-

year regulatory funding settlement for 2019-2024. 

The Spending Review confirmed that the Government 

will continue to support the railway, investing in 

ambitious improvements to modernise our railway. 

In terms of impacts on individual schemes, it remains 

the case that no schemes have been cancelled nor formal 

investment decisions taken as a result of the Spending 

Review. 

Russia: Open Skies Treaty 

Asked by Lord West of Spithead 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what discussions 

they have had with the government of Russia about its 

plans to withdraw from the Open Skies Treaty. 

[HL12266] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: Her Majesty’s 

Government have continually highlighted their 

willingness to discuss Russia’s concerns around the Open 

Skies Treaty (OST) via the appropriate channel of the 

Open Skies Consultative Commission (OSCC) in Vienna. 

The UK responded to the government of Russia 

bilaterally on 31 December, reasserting our commitment 

to the OST and welcoming further discussion at the 

OSCC. States parties to the Treaty, including Russia, 

discussed the issue on 19 January, when the UK 

expressed its disappointment at the Russian decision, and 

again at the recent OSCC meeting on 25 January when the 

UK called on Russia to engage constructively with other 

signatories. The senior responsible official in London also 

speaks regularly with Russian diplomats about issues 

surrounding the Open Skies Treaty, and the UK 

Delegation to the Organisation for Security and Co-

operation in Europe (OSCE) maintain regular dialogue 

with their Russian counterparts. 

Students: Digital Technology 

Asked by Lord Taylor of Warwick 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what steps they are 

taking to help universities provide digital technology to 

financially disadvantaged students. [HL12256] 

Lord Parkinson of Whitley Bay: My hon. Friend, the 

Minister of State for Universities, and departmental 

officials are aware of the disproportionate impact the 

COVID-19 pandemic may have on some students. 

Officials are working with the sector to continue to 

monitor the situation. 

The government’s expectations are very clear: 

universities should maintain the quality and quantity of 

tuition and seek to ensure that all students regardless of 

their background have the resources to study remotely. 

The Office of Students (OfS) has made it clear that all 

higher education providers must continue to comply with 

registration conditions relating to quality and standards, 

which set out requirements to ensure that courses are high 

quality, that students are supported and achieve good 

outcomes, and that standards are protected. 

Higher education providers must also continue to 

comply with their legal obligations under the Equality Act 

2010, ensuring that education and learning is accessible to 

all students. When making changes to the delivery of their 

courses, providers need to consider how to support all 
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students, particularly the most vulnerable, to achieve 

successful academic and professional outcomes. 

The government has already worked closely with the 

OfS to help clarify that providers can draw upon existing 

funding to increase hardship funds and support 

disadvantaged students affected by the pandemic. 

Providers are able to use the funding, worth around £256 

million for academic year 2020/21, towards student 

hardship funds, including the purchase of IT equipment. 

We are also currently making available up to £20 million 

of hardship funding to support those that need it most, 

particularly disadvantaged students. 

The government has also invested over £400 million to 

help provide laptop computers and electronic tablets for 

disadvantaged children and young people so that they can 

access education and social care services remotely. As 

part of this, we have provided devices for care-leavers, 

including those who may be studying at university. 

Sudan: Refugees 

Asked by The Lord Archbishop of York 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment 

they have made of refugees going from Ethiopia to 

Sudan; and what support they are providing to the 

government of Sudan to respond to the humanitarian 

needs of these refugees. [HL12271] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: It is clear that the 

conflict in Tigray has had significant consequences and 

has displaced hundreds of thousands of people, both 

internally and externally, as well as adversely impacting 

upon those that were already in need of humanitarian 

assistance. As of 19 January, 59,280 people have sought 

refuge in Sudan. We are extremely concerned that 

humanitarian agencies, including the UN High 

Commission for Refugees, still do not have access to 

refugee camps in northern Tigray, who have been without 

aid for many weeks. The UK continues to call for 

sustained, free and unfettered access to enable the 

delivery of much needed humanitarian assistance. 

Tavistock and Portman NHS Foundation 

Trust: Gender Recognition 

Asked by Lord Hunt of Kings Heath 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment 

they have made of steps taken by the Board of Directors 

of the Tavistock and Portman NHS Foundation Trust 

(1) to monitor the Gender Identity Development 

Service, and (2) to address any concerns raised by 

clinicians of that Service. [HL11539] 

Asked by Lord Hunt of Kings Heath 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment 

they have made of the response of the Tavistock and 

Portman NHS Foundation Trust to concerns raised by 

clinicians about the use of puberty-blocking drugs to 

treat young people presenting with gender dysphoria. 

[HL12057] 

Lord Bethell: The board of the Tavistock and Portman 

NHS Foundation Trust will meet to formally agree a 

remedial plan that responds to the various concerns. In the 

interim, the Chief Executive of the Trust has publicly 

acknowledged the need for improvements in the service 

and has announced plans for bringing in senior clinical 

expertise from outside the service to help implement 

change. 

Taxation: Domicil 

Asked by Lord Wallace of Saltaire 

To ask Her Majesty's Government how many UK 

residents claimed non-domiciled status in returns to 

HMRC in the most recent tax year for which figures are 

available. [HL12263] 

Asked by Lord Wallace of Saltaire 

To ask Her Majesty's Government how many UK 

residents claimed non-domiciled status in returns to 

HMRC over the past five to 10 years; and whether the 

number of UK residents claiming non-domiciled status 

increased or decreased during this period. [HL12264] 

Lord Agnew of Oulton: The number of UK residents 

who claimed non-domiciled status in returns to HMRC is 

provided in the table below. Figures are provided for the 

last ten years, up to 2018-19, the most recent year for 

which figures are available. The decrease seen between 

2015-16 and 2017-18 is explained by the deemed 

domicile rules introduced in April 2017. 

Tax year UK resident non domiciled individuals 

2009-10 82,700 

2010-11 81,000 

2011-12 80,200 

2012-13 82,000 

2013-14 84,300 

2014-15 86,500 

2015-16 85,200 

2016-17 p 76,500 

2017-18 p 64,400 

2018-19 p 64,000 

p  = Figures for the most recent years are provisional 

and are subject to revision due to late filing of tax returns. 

Further statistics and commentary are provided in the 

HMRC publication “Statistics on non-domiciled 

taxpayers in the UK” which is available on GOV.UK [1] . 

[1] https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/statistics-

on-non-domiciled-taxpayers-in-the-uk 
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Teachers: Coronavirus 

Asked by Baroness Brady 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what plans they 

have to ensure that teachers are prioritised to receive 

the COVID-19 vaccine. [HL12192] 

Baroness Berridge: The Joint Committee on 

Vaccination and Immunisation (JCVI) are the 

independent experts who advise the government on which 

vaccine/s the UK should use and provide advice on who 

should be offered them. The JCVI advises that the first 

priorities for the COVID-19 vaccination should be the 

prevention of mortality and the maintenance of the health 

and social care systems, and as the risk of mortality from 

COVID-19 increases with age, prioritisation is primarily 

based on age. This prioritisation captures almost all 

preventable deaths from COVID-19. In the next phase of 

the vaccine rollout, the JCVI have asked that the 

Department for Health and Social Care (DHSC) consider 

occupational vaccination in collaboration with other 

Government departments. The department is working 

with DHSC and Public Health England to ensure that the 

education and childcare workforce is considered for 

prioritisation in the roll out of the vaccine. 

Terrorism 

Asked by Baroness Jones of Moulsecoomb 

To ask Her Majesty's Government how many 

organisations and individuals have been identified as 

engaging in Left, Anarchist, and Single-Issue 

Terrorism. [HL12508] 

Baroness Williams of Trafford: The Government 

does not comment on the specifics of intelligence matters. 

Tigray: Human Rights 

Asked by The Lord Archbishop of York 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment 

they have made of reports of human rights abuses in 

Tigray; and what support they are providing (1) to the 

Ethiopian Human Rights Commission, (2) to the UN 

High Commissioner for Human Rights, and (3) to the 

African Union, to (a) investigate, and (b) document, 

such abuses. [HL12270] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: We are shocked and 

saddened by further reports from Tigray of massacres of 

civilians, sexual violence, and attacks on humanitarian 

facilities and places of worship. An ongoing lack of 

access to the Tigray region for human rights 

organisations, means that it remains difficult to confirm 

these reports. We will continue to work with partners to 

seek further information. The UK has, alongside the UN 

and international partners, called on all sides to ensure the 

protection of civilians and adhere to international law and 

international human rights law. We support the call by the 

Ethiopian Human Rights Commission for the independent 

investigation of human rights violations and unfettered 

access to Tigray - points the Foreign Secretary discussed 

with PM Abiy in Addis Ababa on 22 January. We also 

continue to call for the perpetrators of those incidents that 

are proven to be held to account, whoever they may be. 

We will continue to make this point in upcoming 

conversations with the Government of Ethiopia. The UK 

has welcomed the efforts to date of the three distinguished 

Special Envoys from the African Union (AU). Prime 

Minister Abiy met with the three AU Envoys on 27 

November 2020 and we continue to encourage the 

Ethiopian Government to maintain engagement with the 

AU and the Special Envoys, and continue to call for a 

cessation of violence. 

Asked by The Lord Archbishop of York 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what 

representations they have made to the government of 

Ethiopia (1) to provide unfettered humanitarian access 

to Tigray, and (2) to uphold the rule of law and respect 

for human rights in Tigray. [HL12272] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: The UK has been at the 

forefront, liaising closely with the UN and partners, in 

calling for sustained, free and unfettered humanitarian 

access across Tigray, in line with the guiding principles 

laid down by UN Office for the Coordination of 

Humanitarian Affairs. We continue to press for the supply 

of humanitarian assistance to all those who need it, 

including in the recent December visit by the Special 

Envoy for Famine Prevention and Humanitarian Affairs. 

We continue to work with the UN to monitor access and 

the delivery of humanitarian support to all those who need 

it including to civilians in contested areas. 

We have made clear with Ethiopian Ministers the need 

to protect civilians and adhere to international law and 

international human rights law. We continue to call for 

independent, international, investigations into allegations 

of human right abuses and violations, and that the 

perpetrators of those incidents that are proven are held to 

account, whoever they may be. We will continue to make 

this point in upcoming conversations with the 

Government of Ethiopia. 

Tigray: Humanitarian Aid 

Asked by The Lord Bishop of St Albans 

To ask Her Majesty's Government, further (1) to the 

report by the UNOCHA Ethiopia—Tigray Region 

Humanitarian Update Situation Report, published on 6 

January, and (2) to reports that there have been 

difficulties in delivering humanitarian aid to that region, 

what representations they have made to the government 

of Ethiopia about ensuring that (a) aid is delivered, and 

(b) humanitarian assistance is accessible, in Tigray. 

[HL12249] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: We support the 

assessment reports by the two joint UN and Government 

of Ethiopia assessment missions to Tigray that have taken 

place, noting that these were limited. The UK continues to 

call for sustained, free and unfettered access to enable the 
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delivery of much needed humanitarian assistance in 

Tigray. The UK is working closely with humanitarian 

organisations to make sure aid reaches civilians affected 

by the fighting. The Foreign Secretary visited Gondar in 

neighbouring Amhara region on 22 January to see 

response coordination. UK-funded aid agencies in Tigray 

are working hard to deliver support in challenging 

circumstances, including shelter, water and healthcare. 

We continue to work with the UN to promote and 

monitor access and the delivery of humanitarian support 

to all those who need it, including to civilians in contested 

areas. 

Tigray: Humanitarian Situation 

Asked by The Lord Bishop of St Albans 

To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to the 

report by the UNOCHA Ethiopia—Tigray Region 

Humanitarian Update Situation Report, published on 6 

January, what assessment they have made of reports of 

(1) food shortages, (2) looting, (3) sexual violence, and 

(3) damage to cultural heritage, in Tigray. [HL12248] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: We are shocked and 

saddened by further reports from Tigray of massacres of 

civilians, sexual violence, and attacks on humanitarian 

facilities and places of worship as well as reports of 

looting. An ongoing lack of access to the Tigray region 

for human rights organisations, means that it remains 

difficult to confirm these reports. We will continue to 

work with partners to seek further information. We are 

also concerned about the impact of the conflict on food 

security and nutrition in Tigray. We are in close contact 

with the UN's World Food Programme, to understand 

humanitarian needs and what programme adaptations are 

required, as well as monitoring the regional situation. 

We have made clear with Ethiopian Ministers the need 

to protect civilians and adhere to international law and 

international human rights law. We continue to call for 

independent, international, investigations into allegations 

of human right abuses and violations, and that the 

perpetrators of those incidents that are proven are held to 

account, whoever they may be. We will continue to make 

this point in upcoming conversations with the 

Government of Ethiopia. 

UK City of Culture 

Asked by Lord Vaizey of Didcot 

To ask Her Majesty's Government when they plan to 

publish the criteria for bids for the UK City of Culture 

2025; when they expect (1) bidding cities to return 

expressions of interest, and (2) to announce the winning 

bid; and what plans they have to commit to having a 

UK City of Culture in 2029. [HL12572] 

Baroness Barran: The UK City of Culture competition 

is a flagship DCMS programme and a proven model for 

using culture and creativity to regenerate and transform 

places. We want to continue to harness this power, 

especially as places across the UK plan for their recovery 

from Covid-19. We are currently in dialogue with the 

devolved administrations and expect to publish the 

criteria for bidders in the coming months. Subject to the 

launch date, we anticipate a timetable that will ask places 

to return expressions of interest towards the middle of this 

year, and to announce the winning bid at the end of 

Coventry’s year as UK City of Culture in May 2022. UK 

City of Culture has been a quadrennial process since 2013 

and any announcements about future competitions will be 

made once the 2025 competition has been confirmed. 

UK-Africa Investment Summit 

Asked by Baroness Anelay of St Johns 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment 

they have made of the outcome of the Africa 

Investment Conference held on 20 January; and what 

plans they have to follow up on any commitments made 

at that Conference. [HL12401] 

Lord Grimstone of Boscobel: Based on our initial 

assessment, the Africa Investment Conference was a 

success, with more than 2,800 visitors including over 

1,000 individual delegates from the African and UK 

business communities respectively, and a positive uptake 

of businesses interested in further engagement after the 

conference. 

We are carrying out an evaluation of the conference to 

obtain more information about its impact, and plan to 

follow up the event with further activity both in Africa 

nations and the UK. 

Asked by Baroness Anelay of St Johns 

To ask Her Majesty's Government which (1) 

countries, (2) businesses, and (3) organisations, were 

represented at the Africa Investment Conference held 

on 20 January; and whether a recording of that event 

will be available publicly online. [HL12402] 

Lord Grimstone of Boscobel: The Africa Investment 

Conference (AIC) held on 20 January was a virtual 

business engagement event open to delegates from any 

country. On the day visitors from 74 countries (including 

43 African countries), 1,747 businesses (over 2,800 

delegates) and 156 different organisations accessed the 

AIC online. A recording of all conference sessions was 

made publicly available via the conference website 

shortly after the event. This can be accessed through the 

following link:  

https://www.events.great.gov.uk/website/3529/on-

demand/. 

Asked by Baroness Anelay of St Johns 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what method they 

intend to use measure the planned increase in UK 

investment in Africa; and what are the principal means 

by which they are supporting UK firms to make such 

investments. [HL12403] 
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Lord Grimstone of Boscobel: The Department for 

International Trade (DIT) uses published national 

statistics produced by the Office for National Statistics 

(ONS) to track investment involving UK companies in 

other countries, including African countries. We also have 

an internal monitoring system that tracks business 

investment activity supported by DIT. 

DIT provides market access entry advice for UK firms 

looking to invest in African countries. We have 

established an online deal platform that matches UK 

investors with high-growth African businesses, and an 

Africa Investors Group which comprises some of the 

largest UK investors in Africa. 

UN Security Council 

Asked by Baroness Ritchie of Downpatrick 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what are their 

priorities for their presidency of the UN Security 

Council in February. [HL12243] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: The UK's presidency of 

the UN Security Council in February 2021 is an important 

moment in a year of international leadership for the UK. 

We will use our presidency to maximise impact while role 

modelling a more efficient and effective presidency of the 

Council. There will be a particular focus on climate 

security and vaccines. 

West Bank: Olives 

Asked by Baroness Tonge 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment 

they have made of the statistics compiled by the 

Palestinian Grassroots Anti-Apartheid Wall Camping 

coalition which suggest that over 8,400 olive trees have 

been uprooted or burned by the Israel Defense Forces 

and Israeli settlers in the West Bank in 2020. [HL12260] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: We are aware of the 

difficulties facing Palestinian olive growers. Attacks on 

olive groves are particularly painful to Palestinians given 

their status as a national symbol and the sole source of 

income for many Palestinian farmers. We have expressed 

our concerns to the Government of Israel and security 

officials about the destruction of olive trees and the 

prevention of access to them on a number of occasions. 

The UK condemns any incidence of violence by settlers 

against Palestinians. We continue to stress the importance 

of the Israeli security forces providing appropriate 

protection to the Palestinian civilian population. We urge 

them to thoroughly investigate every instance and bring 

those responsible to justice. 

Windrush Generation 

Asked by The Lord Bishop of Durham 

To ask Her Majesty's Government on what date they 

plan to commence hosting "reconciliation events" with 

individuals from the Windrush generation. [HL12342] 

Baroness Williams of Trafford: We are hosting a 

series of events to allow members of the Windrush 

generation and their wider community to share their 

experiences. By engaging with their stories, the Home 

Office can acknowledge, continue to learn from the past 

and take the necessary measures to improve the culture in 

the department. 

We also want to celebrate the contribution of members 

of the Windrush generation to the UK, as a form of 

cultural commemoration, rebalance the Home Office’s 

relationship with communities and look to the future. As 

this kind of forum works best in person, we have had to 

delay their commencement, in light of Covid restrictions. 

Yemen: Humanitarian Situation 

Asked by Baroness Goudie 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment 

they have made of the impact of the government of the 

United States’ decision to designate the Houthi 

movement as a foreign terrorist organisation on 

humanitarian (1) operations, and (2) access, in Yemen. 

[HL12210] 

Asked by Baroness Goudie 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment 

they have made of the impact of (1) the government of 

the United States’ decision to designate the Houthi 

movement as a foreign terrorist organisation, and (2) 

the COVID-19 pandemic, on (a) hunger, and (b) 

poverty, in Yemen. [HL12211] 

Asked by Baroness Goudie 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment 

they have made of the impact of the government of the 

United States’ decision to designate the Houthi 

movement as a foreign terrorist organisation on 

Yemen’s (1) economy, and (2) food imports. [HL12212] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: We are deeply 

concerned by assessments from the UN and NGOs that 

the US Administration's decision to designate the Houthis 

as a Foreign Terrorist Organisation is likely to disrupt the 

humanitarian response and stop vital food supplies getting 

in to Yemen. We have already engaged with the US to 

urge them to ensure that the vital humanitarian response, 

including food supplies and commercial imports, is not 

disrupted. Ministers and officials will continue to engage 

closely with the UN and other donors, including the new 

US administration, to ensure life-saving humanitarian aid 

reaches the millions of Yemenis in need. 

We are calling on all parties in Yemen to facilitate the 

movement of humanitarian supplies and experts into and 

across the country to ensure an effective COVID-19 

response. We are clear that agreeing a peace settlement 

will give Yemen the best chance of managing COVID-19. 

Asked by Baroness Ritchie of Downpatrick 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what 

representations they made to the government of the 
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United States about (1) the designation of the Houthi 

movement as a Foreign Terrorist Organisation by that 

government, and (2) the humanitarian implications of 

such a designation. [HL12241] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: We are deeply 

concerned by assessments from the UN and NGOs that 

the US Administration's decision to designate the Houthis 

as a Foreign Terrorist Organisation is likely to disrupt the 

humanitarian response and stop vital food supplies getting 

in to Yemen. We have already engaged with the US to 

urge them to ensure that the vital humanitarian response, 

including food supplies, is not disrupted and will be 

raising this urgently with the new administration. 
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