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Written Statements 
Wednesday, 1 July 2020 

Courts and Tribunals: Recovery and 

Modernisation 

[HLWS322] 

Lord Keen of Elie: My right honourable friend the 

Lord Chancellor and Secretary of State for Justice (Robert 

Buckland) has made the following Written Statement. 

"I am today setting out progress being made to recover 

the operations of our courts and tribunals in response to 

the pandemic. Responsibility for the courts and tribunals 

is shared with the Lord Chief Justice and Senior President 

of Tribunals, to whom I am very grateful for continued 

close collaboration in this endeavour. 

Since March, the priority of the Government, working 

closely with the judiciary and others, has been to ensure 

the justice system continues to perform its vital role while 

keeping court and tribunal users safe in line with public 

health guidelines. To achieve this, HM Courts & 

Tribunals Service (HMCTS) has rapidly expanded the use 

of technology to allow hearings to be conducted by phone 

and video and temporarily closed around half of its 

building to focus effort and resources more effectively. 

The most urgent cases have been prioritised by the 

judiciary to ensure public safety, protect the vulnerable 

and safeguard children. 

As a result, our courts and tribunals in England and 

Wales have been able to sustain more activity than many 

other comparable jurisdictions internationally. Huge 

credit must go to the judges, magistrates, HMCTS staff, 

legal professionals and all those involved in proceedings 

for their work in the face of the extraordinary challenges 

posed by the pandemic. 

Having responded effectively to the immediate crisis, 

HMCTS is now fully focused on recovering its operation 

to increase courts and tribunal capacity to deal both with 

normal workloads across jurisdictions and outstanding 

cases. The challenges of doing so are no less great, not 

least because of the constraints imposed by social 

distancing. But doing so is essential if we are to ensure 

that our justice system delivers for the those it is there to 

serve. 

As part of the Prime Minister’s plan for economic 

recovery, he announced yesterday (30 June) that HMCTS 

will be receiving £142m of additional capital funding this 

year to speed up technological improvements and 

modernise courtrooms, building on the rapid progress 

made to keep the system running during the coronavirus 

pandemic. Of this £142m, £105m is allocated to 

improving the court and tribunal estate. This investment – 

along with £48m already in the HMCTS budget – will see 

£153m invested in improvements to court and tribunal 

buildings over the coming year, which is the biggest 

single investment in maintenance of the court estate for 

over 20 years. 

Today, HMCTS has also published a progress update 

on its recovery plans for the short and medium terms. It is 

available at www.gov.uk/hmcts and includes the 

following work. 

First, HMCTS is working to increase physical capacity 

to enable more cases to be heard. All courts and tribunal 

buildings are being reopened in line with wider advice on 

social distancing and public safety. Throughout April, 

over 150 of the 341 sites used for physical hearings were 

open to the public in response to the pandemic outbreak. 

As of the beginning of this week (29 June 2020), 284 

were open following detailed risk assessments and 

essential modifications to ensure they are safe. Nearly all 

locations will become operational throughout July, and a 

range of physical modifications are being made, such as 

the installation of screens where appropriate. 

New criminal jury trials, which had been suspended 

since late March, were restarted in four Crown Courts in 

the week beginning 18 May, following the 

implementation of particular measures to ensure the 

safety of all participants. As of this week, a total of 25 

courts are holding trials again. 

In addition, HMCTS is exploring options to stagger and 

extend the operating hours of courts and tribunals, 

including starting hearings at different times of day and 

weekend sittings, to manage the flow of people through 

our buildings and enable more cases to be heard safely. It 

is working closely with stakeholder groups in different 

jurisdictions to identify the areas that have the most 

impact in terms of increasing capacity. HMCTS is also 

actively locating other buildings from across England and 

Wales to use as court and tribunal locations or to support 

the expansion of existing sites. HMCTS is also actively 

locating other buildings, including new venues and former 

court buildings, to use as court and tribunal locations on a 

temporary basis. Ten sites have been identified across 

England and Wales and these will be confirmed and 

announced locally in due course. 

Second, HMCTS is working to expand access to audio 

and video technology to support more and new types of 

hearings. There has been a significant increase in the use 

of such equipment over the last three months and, with 

the right IT solutions, many more hearings could take 

place. HMCTS has been rolling out the Cloud Video 

Platform (CVP) to all criminal courts, and there are plans 

to provide this across other jurisdictions too. Throughout 

July, CVP will start to be made available to an increasing 

number of County courts. We will be rolling out further 

hardware to improve the quality of video hearings, and we 

will be finding new, increasingly efficient ways of 

organising video lists. 

Third, HMCTS is introducing a range of measures to 

make best use of judicial time, support court and tribunal 

staff and users and ensure the justice system is there for 

those that need it. It is supporting judges to list in ways 

that make full use of the space we can safely use and will 

support Alternative Dispute Resolution for cases where it 

is appropriate. It is deploying laptops to staff to enhance 

flexible working to support case activity. In addition, 
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HMCTS will review and implement measures to ensure 

all vulnerable users are supported effectively to ensure 

they can access services and participate fully in hearings. 

These are all important measures to support the 

recovery of our courts and tribunals. But returning to pre-

Covid-19 activity will require sustained and long-term 

focus. Alongside these operational measures being 

introduced by HMCTS, the Government continues to 

keep under review options that will enable more hearings 

to take place while social distancing restrictions remain in 

place. 

We will also make sure that we learn lessons from what 

has happened in our response to Covid-19. The 

unprecedented nature of this public health emergency has 

required all parts of the justice system to adopt new ways 

of working without the preparation that would normally 

take place, and under conditions that have not previously 

been tested. While some changes will be time-limited and 

will stop with the end of the pandemic, others may be 

valuable in the longer term. We will therefore listen to 

feedback from judges, staff, practitioners and users to 

improve the way we work in the short term, and gather 

data and other evidence to support continuous 

improvement. We will also evaluate and review the 

measures put in place to respond to Covid-19, so that we 

can learn lessons and make well-informed decisions about 

which should be adopted and/or adapted in the longer-

term. 

Implementation of the courts and tribunals reform 

programme has continued throughout the pandemic 

response and new digital services to the public have 

worked normally. The lessons learned will help inform 

the next phases of modernisation, building on the existing 

principles and plans. 

I will place a copy of COVID-19: Overview of HMCTS 

response in the library of both Houses." 

Reform of Early Years Foundation Stage 

[HLWS320] 

Baroness Berridge: My right honourable friend the 

Minister of State for School Standards (Nick Gibb) has 

made the following Written Ministerial Statement. 

I can confirm that the Department for Education has 

today published on Gov.uk the Government’s response to 

the consultation on reforms to the Early Years Foundation 

Stage (EYFS). 

The EYFS statutory framework sets the standards that 

all schools and early years providers must meet to ensure 

that children from birth to age five learn and develop well 

and are kept healthy and safe. 

Last October, the Government published a consultation 

on reforms to the EYFS, following a year long pilot of the 

proposed reforms. The objectives of our reforms are 

twofold. First, we want to raise education standards in the 

early years through improving early years outcomes for 

all children, particularly disadvantaged children. Second, 

we want to reduce teacher workload so that teachers can 

spend more time interacting and supporting children 

through rich curriculum activities. 

The consultation received 2,452 responses prior to the 

deadline on 31 January 2020. The areas consulted on and 

the government’s response to this are as follows: 

• Revisions to the educational programmes and Early 

Learning Goals: the EYFS specifies seven areas of 

learning, under which sit 17 Early Learning Goals 

(ELGs) that summarise the knowledge, skills and 

understanding that all children should demonstrate by 

the end of the academic year in which the child reaches 

age five. The framework also sets out high level 

educational programmes for each area of learning, 

summarising curriculum activities for all children from 

birth to five years old. The consultation indicated broad 

agreement that the proposed educational programmes 

support children’s overall learning and development 

with some suggested changes which were considered as 

part of the final proposals. The consultation also 

indicated broad agreement with the Early Learning 

Goals with some suggested areas for clarification which 

have been reflected in the final proposals. 

• Changes to the teacher assessment and moderation 

process at the end of the EYFS: we consulted on the 

proposal to remove the statutory requirement for local 

authorities to externally moderate EYFS Profile 

(EYFSP) judgements in 25% of schools each year. 

Although there was mixed support for this, with the 

common view from respondents being in favour of 

retaining moderation, we know from the EYFSP pilot 

evaluation findings that in the absence of external 

moderation and associated evidence gathering and 

paperwork, teachers found that their workload had 

reduced, allowing them to focus on teaching. 

Government will therefore proceed with the proposal to 

remove statutory local authority moderation. 

• Removing the ‘exceeding’ criteria from the EYFSP: 

the consultation indicated broad support for this 

proposal and our response confirms our intention to 

proceed with this proposal. 

• Changes to the safeguarding and welfare requirements 

as set out in the EYFS framework: we consulted on one 

minor change, namely to explicitly include ‘oral health’ 

in the current requirement to ‘promote the good health 

of children’ in the EYFS framework. The consultation 

indicated strong support for this proposal and the 

response confirms the Government’s intention to 

proceed. 

We recognise the impact the COVID-19 outbreak has 

had on the early years sector and schools, particularly in 

terms of the impact on children’s learning and 

development as a result of closures. 

The EYFS reforms outlined in this response provide a 

strong basis to support children who may have missed 

critical months of early education. 

Therefore, we will proceed with offering schools the 

opportunity to adopt the final reforms from September 

2020 (the early adopter year), followed by statutory 
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national implementation as planned from September 

2021. 

A copy of the Government's response will be placed in 

the House libraries. 

Restoration and Renewal Programme: 

Strategic Review Submissions 

[HLWS321] 

Baroness Scott of Needham Market: Following the 

announcment of its intention to conduct a strategic review 

of the Restoration and Renewal Programme, today the 

Sponsor Body invites Members of the House and their 

staff to submit their views to inform our review. 

Members and Members' staff are invited to give their 

views on the following questions: 

1) How should developments since the previous 

conclusions were drawn by the Joint Committee on the 

Palace of Westminster in 2016 - political, economic, 

commercial, social, technological, environmental or 

other - affect how the Houses of Parliament are restored 

and renewed? 

2) In the interests of affordability and value for money, 

what compromises could be acceptable during the 

works, for example in relation to accommodation, 

location, disturbance, ways of working, facilities and 

general working environment? 

3) What balance should be struck between spending the 

minimum required to prevent a catastrophic failure 

from flood and fire and taking the opportunity to renew 

Parliament for the future, for example by improving 

accessibility or making any other improvements or 

enhancements to the Palace? 

4) Are there any other matters which you think the 

review should take into account? 

Submissions can be emailed to strategicreview@r-

r.org.uk. The deadline for submissions is Friday 7 August. 

Further information is available on the intranet. 

In line with the Sponsor Body's statutory obligations, 

views are also being sought from parliamentary staff and 

members of the public. The review is expected to 

conclude in the autumn and its findings will be considered 

by the Sponsor Body Board and the Commissions of both 

Houses in the first instance. 

UK Research and Development Roadmap 

[HLWS319] 

Lord Callanan: My Right Honourable friend the 

Secretary of State for Business, Energy and Industrial 

Strategy (Alok Sharma) has today made the following 

statement: 

Today the Government is publishing the UK Research 

and Development Roadmap. 

The roadmap sets out the Government’s vision and 

ambition to bolster the UK’s world-class credentials in 

research and development. 

The Government’s long-term objectives for R&D are 

clear: to be a science superpower and invest in the science 

and research that will deliver economic growth and 

societal benefits across the UK for decades to come, 

and to build the foundations for the new industries of 

tomorrow.   

This was supported by the unprecedented commitment 

at the March 2020 Budget to increase public investment 

in R&D to £22 billion by 2024/25. This followed the 

Queen’s Speech, where the Government committed to 

“making the UK a global science superpower that attracts 

brilliant people and businesses from across the world”. 

Research and development will be critical to a swift 

economic and social recovery from the impacts of 

COVID-19, for a greener, healthier and more resilient 

UK. Our goal is to further strengthen science, research 

and innovation across the UK, making them central to 

tackling the major challenges we face, including 

achieving net zero carbon emissions, building resilience 

to the impacts of climate change, closing the productivity 

gap and embracing the transformative potential of new 

technologies to improve the quality of life. 

We can only make the most of the UK’s science 

superpower strengths by working with partners in 

government, academia, industry and charities across the 

UK. The roadmap marks the start of a conversation on 

what actions need to be taken and how to ensure our R&D 

system is fit for purpose now and for the future. 

We are engaging with the devolved administrations and 

other Government departments to ensure this is a cross 

Government and UK-wide discussion and will be 

undertaking a broader programme of engagement in the 

run up to the spending review this autumn. 

The UK Research and Development Roadmap 

document will be placed in the Libraries of House. 
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Written Answers 
Wednesday, 1 July 2020 

Air Pollution and Road Traffic 

Asked by Lord Taylor of Warwick 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what steps they are 

taking to prevent traffic congestion and air pollution 

from rising above pre-COVID-19 levels. [HL5880] 

Lord Goldsmith of Richmond Park: Air pollution 

poses one of the biggest environmental threats to public 

health. Our ambitious plans to decarbonise transport, 

improve air quality and support more active forms of 

travel have not changed, including the £3.8 billion we are 

already investing to clean up our air. Our recent rapid call 

for evidence will ensure we can fully understand the 

impact that coronavirus is having on changes in air 

pollution emissions, concentrations and exposure. 

The decision to manage congestion in towns and cities 

is ultimately one for the relevant local highways 

authority, and they are considering a range of measures to 

encourage and retain active travel. To support this, on 9 

May the Government announced a £2 billion package of 

funding for active travel over the next 5 years from the £5 

billion buses, cycling and walking funding announced by 

the Prime Minister on 11 February. 

Local authorities already have a range of powers to take 

action to reduce pollution from road vehicles. Through 

the Environment Bill we are improving co-operation 

within the Local Air Quality Management framework to 

widen the range of bodies that play a role in improving 

local air quality, including neighbouring local authorities 

and relevant public bodies, ensuring action is taken by all 

key players to tackle pollution sources and to improve air 

quality locally. 

Additionally we are working hard to implement our 

World leading Clean Air Strategy, which focuses on 

reducing broader emissions beyond road transport. 

Audiobooks: VAT 

Asked by Lord Lexden 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what plans they 

have to remove the application of VAT to sales of 

audiobooks. [HL6075] 

Lord Agnew of Oulton: An extension of the zero rate 

of VAT has been introduced to provide consistency in 

approach between certain physical and digital 

publications. 

Audiobooks are already taxed consistently at the 

standard rate in both physical and digital format. 

There are no current plans to extend the VAT zero rate 

to audiobooks. However, the Government keeps all taxes 

under review, including VAT. 

Aviation: Coronavirus 

Asked by Lord Birt 

To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to the 

Written Answer by Baroness Vere of Norbiton on 16 

June (HL4913), what is their guidance on the social 

distancing of passengers on board aircraft. [HL5831] 

Baroness Vere of Norbiton: On 11 June 2020, the 

Government published aviation specific guidance. This 

guidance sets out measures operators should put in place 

to protect staff and passengers. The guidance to 

passengers covers all aspects of the travel experience, 

from checking the public health requirements before 

booking a flight, to navigating the airport safely and 

boarding the flight or leaving the airport. 

As social distancing may not be possible on board all 

flights, the Government has introduced mitigating 

measures to reduce the risk of transmission of the virus 

such as wearing face covering when at the airport and on 

board an aircraft. These measures will be kept under 

constant review and updated as and when necessary. 

British Council 

Asked by Lord Myners 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what plans they 

have, as part of the merger of the Department for 

International Development with the Foreign and 

Commonwealth Office, to broaden the brief of the 

British Council to promote activities, including higher 

education, outside of the developing world. [HL6076] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: The British Council has 

a global remit, covering both developed and developing 

world. The Foreign and Commonwealth Office currently 

provides the British Council with non-ODA funding as 

well as ODA through existing Grant in Aid, which 

supports British Council arts and cultural activity in over 

40 developed countries, such as the recent UK in Japan 

Season of Culture. 

China: Coronavirus 

Asked by Baroness Crawley 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment 

they have made of the statement by the European 

Commission that the government of China has 

run “targeted influence operations and disinformation 

campaigns" about COVID-19; and whether they are 

aware of any other attempts by that government to 

spread false views in order to damage democracy in the 

West. [HL5839] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: The Government takes 

the issues of disinformation seriously and our priority is 

to protect UK citizens from disinformation by any actor. 

We condemn any intentionally false claims in relation to 

Covid-19, which are a distraction from the important 

global efforts and cooperation needed to beat the virus. 

From the outset of the crisis we have outlined the 
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importance of all countries providing timely, transparent 

and accurate data as an essential part of an effective 

response. We are working with our international partners, 

to protect our democracies against disinformation. 

Climate Change: Coronavirus 

Asked by Lord Brooke of Alverthorpe 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment 

they have made of the impact of the COVID-19 

pandemic on climate change. [HL5899] 

Lord Callanan: While it is clear that an economic 

slowdown caused by Covid-19 is likely to have an impact 

on emissions both domestically and globally, it is too 

early to know the likely size of the impact and the long-

term implications. Domestically, Covid-19 has had a 

significant short-term effect. For example, BEIS statistics 

estimate that road fuel sales in the 12 weeks since the 23 

March were 48 per cent below the preceding eight weeks, 

and electricity consumption has also reduced. Renewables 

have regularly been providing more than 50% of our 

power and we recently went 67 days without using coal 

for electricity generation. Internationally, the International 

Energy Agency estimate global CO 2 emissions will fall 

by around 8% this year, but then rebound with economic 

recovery. 

These reductions are likely to be short-term. The 

fundamental need for the world to act urgently to 

decarbonise remains. Global emissions need to fall 

rapidly year on year in line with the Paris Agreement 

goal. That is why we set out ambitious plans at the 

Budget, and will be focusing on continuing to develop our 

net zero strategy in advance of COP26 – including 

through strengthening our plans for decarbonisation in 

key sectors. The Government will also continue to lead 

work on the international economic recovery, striving to 

deliver a UK and world economy which is stronger, 

cleaner, more sustainable and more resilient after this 

crisis. Through our COP26 and G7 Presidencies, we will 

work with our international partners to increase climate 

ambition and address the linked challenges of public 

health, climate change and biodiversity. 

Coronavirus: Disease Control 

Asked by Lord Taylor of Warwick 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what steps they 

plan to take in response to the report by the World Wide 

Fund for Nature COVID-19: urgent call to protect 

people and nature, published on 17 June, in particular 

regard to addressing the environmental drivers of 

pandemics. [HL5879] 

Lord Goldsmith of Richmond Park: The Government 

welcomes this and other recent reports that have made the 

case for swift action to prevent a repeat of this devastating 

pandemic. We remain fully committed to tackling the 

environmental drivers of pandemics, including by 

reversing global biodiversity loss, tackling unsustainable 

and illegal wildlife trade, and driving up standards in food 

production and food safety around the world. Nature must 

be at the heart of our recovery and the UK will play a 

leading role in securing this, including by pressing for an 

ambitious post-2020 Global Biodiversity Framework. 

Courts: Housing 

Asked by Baroness Altmann 

To ask Her Majesty's Government when they plan to 

publish their response to the consultation Considering 

the case for a Housing Court, which closed in January 

2019; and what are their reasons for not publishing it to 

date. [HL5965] 

Lord Greenhalgh: We remain committed to working 

with the judiciary to improve court processes for users 

and the responses to the Call for Evidence will inform this 

work. However, it is important that any changes to court 

processes are considered as part of a wider package of 

reforms, which will deliver a fairer and more effective 

private rental market. 

Our Renters’ Reform Bill will enhance renters’ security 

and improve protections for tenants by abolishing ‘no-

fault’ evictions. However, we want to ensure that under 

the new tenancy framework, landlords are able to swiftly 

and smoothly regain their property through the courts 

where they have a legitimate reason to do so. 

We will publish our response to the consultation 

‘Considering the case for a Housing Court’ in due course. 

Cui Tai 

Asked by Lord Alton of Liverpool 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what 

representations they have made to the government of 

China about reports that Bishop Augustine Cui Tai was 

arbitrarily arrested on 19 June; what is known about his 

health and whereabouts; and what priority they assign 

to human rights violations on grounds of religion or 

belief in the context of UK–China trade deals. [HL5969] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: We are aware of the 

arrest of Bishop Augustine Cui Tai, but do not have 

details of his health and whereabouts. We remain 

concerned by restrictions placed on Christians and other 

religious groups in China, including reports of individuals 

being detained for their beliefs and regularly raise cases 

of concern with the Chinese authorities. 

Disadvantaged 

Asked by Lord Roberts of Llandudno 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what plans they 

have to ensure that no one resident in the UK will suffer 

hardship with which they cannot cope in the next year. 

[HL5716] 

Baroness Stedman-Scott: This Government’s current 

focus is on supporting people whose finances have been 
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affected by the COVID-19 pandemic, including through 

income protection schemes, mortgage holidays and 

additional support for renters. 

For those most in need, we have injected more than 

£6.5 billion into the welfare system, increasing Universal 

Credit and Working Tax Credit by over £1,000 for this 

financial year. We have also increased Local Housing 

Allowance rates - putting an average of £600 into 

people’s pockets. 

Employment and Support Allowance: 

Appeals 

Asked by Baroness Lister of Burtersett 

To ask Her Majesty’s Government what was the (1) 

average, (2) longest, and (3) shortest, clearance time for 

a (a) mandatory reconsideration, and (b) successful 

appeal outcome to be implemented, in relation to 

Employment and Support Allowance in each of the last 

13 months. [HL5789] 

Baroness Stedman-Scott: Table 1 below shows the 

Median, Lower Quartile and Upper Quartile of the 

clearance time of Mandatory Reconsideration (MR) for 

Employment and Support Allowance (ESA). This data 

covers ESA MRs from Work Capability Assessments 

(WCA) for each month from April 2019 – April 2020, the 

most recent 13 months for which data is available. 

Table 1: Clearance time of MR decisions for ESA Work Capability 

Assessments, in calendar days, by month of decision, April 2019 to April 
2020: Great Britain 

Month Median Lower 
Quartile 

Upper 
Quartile 

Apr-19 12 9 14 

May-19 9 7 10 

Jun-19 8 6 9 

Jul-19 8 5 9 

Aug-19 6 3 8 

Sep-19 6 4 8 

Oct-19 6 3 7 

Nov-19 7 4 11 

Dec-19 12 10 14 

Jan-20 16 10 22 

Feb-20 7 5 8 

Mar-20 6 3 8 

Apr-20 7 3 12 

Please note that information about the extremes of a 

distribution (e.g. the maximum clearance time) risks 

being disclosive. We would not release this information 

publicly. Therefore, we have presented information on the 

lower quartile, median and upper quartile of clearance 

times. 

The information requested on the clearance times for a 

successful appeal outcome to be implemented is not 

readily available and to provide it would incur 

disproportionate cost. 

Data Source: Decision Maker and Appeals Case 

Recorder Computer System claimant records. 

Notes 

• The average clearance time is derived by calculating 

the median number of days taken from the date when 

the Benefit Centre has determined that the Mandatory 

Reconsideration is a true MR, to the date the decision is 

cleared by the decision maker in the Dispute Resolution 

Team. 

• The table shows the median clearance time of 

mandatory reconsiderations cleared within a given 

calendar month. The median number of days is the 

middle value if you were to order all the times within 

the distribution from lowest value to highest value. The 

median is presented as the average instead of the mean 

because the mean can be unduly affected by outlying 

cases. 

• Definition of Quartiles: The lower quartile is the value 

for which 25 per cent of all clearance times fall below if 

you were to order the distribution from lowest value to 

highest value. The upper quartile is the value for which 

75 per cent of all clearance times fall below if you were 

to order the distribution from lowest value to highest 

value. 

• MR refers to Mandatory Reconsideration - the formal 

review process requested by the customer. MR 

incorporates all MRs raised in the WCA process and 

also includes Reconsiderations raised following the 

WCA. 

• Only claims with a cleared MR decision are included. 

• There may be an element of retrospection in the 

figures for the latest month; they may change when 

more up to date information is included. 

• MR median clearance times are published here:  

https://stat-xplore.dwp.gov.uk/. 

Employment Schemes: Disability 

Asked by Lord Shinkwin 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what measures 

have been put in place since the publication of the 

National Audit Office report, Supporting Disabled 

People to Work, to better measure the outcomes of their 

job centre offer, specifically around measuring (1) 

progress towards work; (2) time spent with customers; 

(3) customer satisfaction; and (4) data on satisfaction or 

quality of referrals to third party provision. [HL5939] 

Baroness Stedman-Scott: Since the National Audit 

Office’s report on Supporting was published in March 

2019, we have been working to fulfil all of its 

recommendations. For example, as part of the evaluations 

of Work and Health Programme and Intensive 

Personalised Employment Support, we will measure the 

impact of the programmes on participant employment 

outcomes. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2020-06-16/HL5789
https://stat-xplore.dwp.gov.uk/
https://stat-xplore.dwp.gov.uk/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2020-06-18/HL5939


Written Answers 1 July 2020 Page 7 

We have invested in 60 minutes additional work coach 

time per claimant per year to offer ‘supportive steps’. For 

some claimants, this extra support may include activities 

and tailored support around work options, journey 

towards work and work preparation activity. 

In September 2019, the Department created a Customer 

Experience Directorate to further our commitment to 

improve customer service. 

We have strong oversight of DWP contracted 

employment provision. Since the publication of the report 

we have reviewed and revised our commercial processes. 

Environment Protection: Employment 

Asked by Baroness Eaton 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment 

they have made of the report by the Local Government 

Association, Local green jobs—accelerating a 

sustainable economy recovery, published on 11 June, 

showing that at least 1.18 million low-carbon jobs need 

to be created in England by 2050 to meet the 

Government’s net zero commitment. [HL5846] 

Lord Callanan: As we recover from COVID-19, the 

Government intends to deliver a UK economy which is 

stronger, cleaner, more sustainable, and more resilient. 

In delivering the UK’s net zero target, we are looking to 

position the UK as a world leader in low carbon 

technologies, services, and systems. The UK has a strong 

base to grow from: there are over 460,000 jobs in low 

carbon businesses and their supply chains across the 

country and low carbon exports are already worth billions 

of pounds each year. 

We are determined to seize the once-in-a-generation 

economic opportunities of the net zero transition – 

creating new business opportunities and up to 2 million 

green jobs by 2030 across all regions of the UK, and 

achieving this transition in a way that works for 

households, businesses and public finances. In doing so, 

we will build on the strengths we have already developed 

in low-carbon sectors from offshore wind to green 

finance. 

Equal Pay: Ethnic Groups 

Asked by Baroness McGregor-Smith 

To ask Her Majesty's Government when they will 

publish the results of the consultation of the Department 

for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy on a 

mandatory approach to ethnicity pay reporting. 

[HL5857] 

Asked by Baroness McGregor-Smith 

To ask Her Majesty's Government whether, and if so, 

when, they intend to introduce mandatory ethnicity pay 

gap reporting. [HL5858] 

Lord Callanan: The Government ran a consultation 

from October 2018 to January 2019 on Ethnicity Pay 

Reporting and, we have met with businesses and 

representative organisations to understand the barriers 

towards reporting and what information could be 

published to allow for meaningful action to be taken. We 

have also run voluntary methodology testing with a broad 

range of businesses to better understand the complexities 

outlined in the consultation using real payroll data. 

On the 14 June, my Rt. Hon. Friend the Prime Minister 

announced a new Commission on race and ethnic 

disparities which will examine continuing racial and 

ethnic inequalities in Britain and ways Government can 

address these and improve lives. Further information will 

be published in due course. 

Fines: Ethnic Groups 

Asked by Lord Taylor of Warwick 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment 

they have made of reports that police in England and 

Wales have been found to be six times more likely to 

fine BAME people in the COVID-19 lockdown. 

[HL5881] 

Baroness Williams of Trafford: The Government is 

clear that nobody should be subject to police enforcement 

on the basis of race. 

This is why we are working closely with policing 

partners to analyse the Fixed Penalty Notice (FPN) data to 

determine if there has been a disproportionate impact on 

people from BAME backgrounds, or any other protected 

characteristic. 

Free School Meals: Voucher Schemes 

Asked by Lord Jones of Cheltenham 

To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they 

will continue the provision of food vouchers for 

children in need beyond the summer period. [HL5849] 

Baroness Berridge: As both my right hon. Friends, the 

Prime Minister and Chancellor of the Exchequer, have 

made clear, the government will do whatever it takes to 

support people affected by COVID-19. 

During this period, we are asking schools to support 

children who are eligible for and claiming benefits-related 

free school meals at home, by providing meals or food 

parcels through their existing food providers wherever 

possible. We know that many schools are successfully 

delivering food parcels or arranging food collections for 

eligible children, and we encourage this approach where it 

is possible. Where this is not possible, we have introduced 

a national voucher scheme to provide headteachers with 

additional flexibility to decide what is best for families at 

their schools. Edenred has reported that over £183 million 

worth of voucher codes has been redeemed into 

supermarket eGift cards by schools and families through 

the scheme as of Wednesday 24 June. 

More information about the national voucher scheme is 

available here: 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2020-06-17/HL5846
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2020-06-17/HL5857
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2020-06-17/HL5857
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2020-06-17/HL5858
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2020-06-17/HL5881
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2020-06-17/HL5881
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2020-06-17/HL5849
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-

free-school-meals-guidance/covid-19-free-school-meals-

guidance-for-schools. 

Provision for free school meals is ordinarily term time 

only. However, owing to the COVID-19 outbreak, the 

government understands that children and parents face an 

entirely unprecedented situation over the summer. To 

reflect this, we will be providing additional funding for a 

COVID Summer Food Fund which will enable families 

with children who are eligible for benefits-related free 

school meals to receive food vouchers covering the 6-

week holiday period. 

Our guidance on the COVID Summer Food Fund is 

available here:  

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/covid-summer-food-fund. 

Through the COVID Summer Food Fund, schools can 

support eligible pupils with a £90 voucher to cover the 6-

week holiday period. Schools must order the vouchers at 

least one week before their school term ends. If a school 

receives a claim for an eligible child during the final week 

before the school’s summer holidays, it will be possible 

for the school to place an exceptional order for that child 

via our supplier Edenred. 

We are working to ensure all children can return in 

September, allowing them to have their free school meal 

at school. The department will be setting out more detail 

on plans for September in due course. 

Hydrogen 

Asked by Lord Judd 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what plans they 

have to give immediate priority to the development of 

hydrogen as a potential source of energy. [HL5853] 

Lord Callanan: The Government is committed to 

exploring the development of hydrogen as a strategic 

decarbonised energy carrier. In line with this we are 

already investing up to £121m in hydrogen innovation 

across the value chain and are developing new policy to 

help bring forward the technologies and supply chain we 

will need to grow the UK hydrogen economy. This 

includes business models to support the deployment of, 

and investment in, low carbon hydrogen production and a 

£100m Low Carbon Hydrogen Production Fund to 

stimulate capital investment. We will be engaging with 

industry on both schemes throughout the year. 

Iraq and Turkey: Yazidis 

Asked by Lord Hylton 

To ask Her Majesty's Government 

what representations they have made, and intend to 

make, to the governments of Turkey and Iraq, about 

assisting the reunion of Yazidis in those countries with 

family members currently living in territory under the 

control of the Kurdistan Regional Government; and 

what responses they have received. [HL5913] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: We are committed to 

supporting the rights of the Yazidi community, like other 

minority groups, in Iraq and assisting them to reunite their 

families and overcome the appalling suffering they faced 

from Daesh. We continue to engage with the Government 

of Iraq and the Kurdistan Regional Government on this 

issue. 

Iraq: Kurds 

Asked by The Marquess of Lothian 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment 

they have made of (1) the current security situation in 

Kirkuk, and (2) the prospects for an eventual settlement 

of Kirkuk’s status. [HL5928] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: The security situation in 

Kirkuk remains fragile - we are concerned by reports of 

increased terror attacks in Kirkuk and across the disputed 

territories over the last few months. The resuming of talks 

under UN supervision to settle the status of Kirkuk are a 

welcome sign, and we continue to encourage all sides to 

work towards resolving their issues. The ongoing priority 

must remain the defeat of Daesh in order to build stability 

in the disputed territories. 

Israeli Settlements 

Asked by Baroness Northover 

To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to the 

Written Answer by Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon on 19 

February (HL1289), what assessment they have made 

of the government of Israel's planned annexation of 

parts of the occupied West Bank. [HL5873] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: As we made clear at the 

UN Security Council remote meeting on the Middle East 

Peace Process on 20 May, we are deeply concerned by 

reports that the new Israeli Government coalition has 

reached an agreement which may pave the way for 

annexation of parts of the West Bank. The Foreign 

Secretary reiterated this message in his introductory calls 

with Israeli Deputy Prime Minister Gantz on 20 May and 

Israeli Foreign Minister Ashkenazi on 2 June. The UK 

position is clear: any unilateral moves towards annexation 

of parts of the West Bank by Israel would be damaging to 

efforts to restart peace negotiations and contrary to 

international law. We continue to urge Israel not to take 

these steps. 

Leisure: Facilities 

Asked by Lord Porter of Spalding 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment 

they have made of the role of council-run recreational 

facilities such as leisure centres, parks, and green 

spaces in tackling obesity; and what plans they have to 

invest in these services to support their continued 

financial viability. [HL5934] 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-free-school-meals-guidance/covid-19-free-school-meals-guidance-for-schools
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-free-school-meals-guidance/covid-19-free-school-meals-guidance-for-schools
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-free-school-meals-guidance/covid-19-free-school-meals-guidance-for-schools
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-free-school-meals-guidance/covid-19-free-school-meals-guidance-for-schools
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/covid-summer-food-fund
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2020-06-17/HL5853
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2020-06-18/HL5913
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2020-06-18/HL5928
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2020-06-17/HL5873
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2020-06-18/HL5934
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Lord Greenhalgh: Exposure to the natural 

environment and green space is associated with lower 

levels of obesity and higher levels of physical activity, but 

there is unequal access across the population, with those 

living in the most deprived areas less likely to live in the 

greenest areas. The Government’s 25 Year Environment 

Plan promotes a sustainable natural environment as a 

pathway to good health and wellbeing. In the last 2 years 

Government has also invested £16.3 million on various 

initiatives to support parks and green spaces, including 

the Local Authority Parks Improvement Fund; Pocket 

Parks and Pocket Parks Plus programmes; and the Future 

Parks Accelerator programme to test and pilot new 

management and funding models for parks. 

Grassroots sports facilities like leisure centres are also 

important parts of their communities and deliver vital 

health and wellbeing benefits. Sport England announced a 

£195 million package of support to help community clubs 

through this crisis. It recently boosted its Community 

Emergency Fund by a further £15 million to meet the 

demand, taking the total up to £210 million. The 

government are continuing to work closely with the sector 

to understand the issues they face and discuss how we can 

support them further. 

Local Government Finance 

Asked by Lord Myners 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment 

they have made of the effect of any fall in the value of 

retail properties on the finances of local authorities 

which have borrowed money from the Treasury and 

government agencies to acquire investment properties 

outside the geographical limits of the relevant 

authorities; and what assessment they have made of 

whether losses that might arise as a result will affect 

government funding to such authorities. [HL5872] 

Lord Greenhalgh: When local authorities borrow and 

invest, they must have regard to the Prudential 

Framework, to ensure that the capital investment plans are 

affordable, prudent and sustainable. The Department's 

statutory investment guidance forms part of this 

Framework, and it makes clear that authorities should 

include mitigating actions in their investment strategies if 

there is a risk that asset values will not be sufficient to 

cover losses to the capital invested. 

The Department does not collect data on the regional 

holdings of local authority owned investment properties. 

However, throughout this period we have continued to 

work with local government to ensure we have a 

collective understanding of the pressures councils are 

facing, including losses from commercial sources. The 

Department is working on a comprehensive plan to ensure 

councils' financial sustainability over the financial year 

ahead. 

Ministry of Defence: Racial Discrimination 

Asked by Lord Touhig 

To ask Her Majesty's Government how much 

compensation they have paid out in racial 

discrimination cases brought against the Ministry of 

Defence in (1) 2016, (2) 2017, (3) 2018, (4) 2019, and 

(5) 2020. [HL5882] 

Asked by Lord Touhig 

To ask Her Majesty's Government how many 

discrimination cases concerning racism have been 

brought against the Ministry of Defence by (1) current, 

and (2) former, employees in each year since 2010. 

[HL6100] 

Baroness Goldie: The Ministry of Defence (MOD) 

recognises that unacceptable behaviour, including racism, 

still occurs. We are committed to eradicate this, and have 

a zero-tolerance approach. Defence, does not yet 

represent society and it is essential that we work towards 

this. We recognise that the pace of change needs to 

quicken and are renewing our ambition at the highest 

levels of the Department. We aim to eliminate 

discrimination and improve diversity throughout Defence 

as enshrined in our 2018-2030 Diversity and Inclusion 

(D&I) Strategy. 

Legal advice has interpreted the terms “racial 

discrimination cases” and “discrimination cases involving 

racism” to refer to Employment Tribunals (ETs). The 

attached tables show the number of ETs brought against 

the MOD by military personnel in each year from 2010 

to-date, and the breakdown of compensation paid in each 

year from 2016-2020 as a result of racial discrimination 

ETs. 

All MOD personnel (civilian and military) are required 

to complete mandatory D&I Training courses. In addition, 

those trained as D&I Advisers and Practitioners provide 

impartial advice and support to personnel who encounter 

discrimination, bullying and harassment. This is 

supplemented by Speak Safe Volunteers, trained 

independent bullying, harassment & discrimination 

advisers who enable individuals to understand their 

situation and make informed decisions. An Active 

Bystander training course has also been designed to equip 

personnel with the skills to effectively challenge 

unacceptable behaviour. 

The Answer includes the following attached material: 

Race Discrimination [Table of RD claims brought against MOD 

2010 to date.docx] 

The material can be viewed online at: 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-

answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2020-06-17/HL5882 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2020-06-17/HL5872
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2020-06-17/HL5882
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2020-06-23/HL6100
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2020-06-23/HL6100
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2020-06-17/HL5882
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2020-06-17/HL5882
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2020-06-17/HL5882
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Nigeria: Violence 

Asked by Baroness Cox 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what support they 

are providing for Nigerian citizens who have been 

displaced by jihadist violence in conflicts involving 

herders and farmers. [HL5835] 

Baroness Sugg: We are concerned by intercommunal 

violence, frequently involving farming and herding 

communities, however we do not support the 

characterisation of the clashes as 'jihadist'. We are not 

aware of evidence of collusion between insurgent groups 

such as Boko Haram and Islamic State West Africa and 

perpetrators of intercommunal violence. We are keen to 

avoid conflating the two issues, which can risk 

exacerbating tensions. 

The UK does not provide direct humanitarian funding 

to people displaced by intercommunal conflict affecting 

'Middle Belt' states. DFID is designing a programme to 

address conflict over natural resources, which will help to 

address some of the root causes of the violence. 

The UK also continues to support Nigeria in tackling 

terrorism in the North East. The UK has committed to 

providing up to £400 million of humanitarian support to 

affected communities between 2018-2022, including the 

provision of vital food assistance for 1.5 million conflict-

affected people, preventing malnutrition and creating 

access to education for vulnerable children. When the 

security situation improves, we hope that all internally 

displaced people can return home. The return of people to 

their homes must be voluntary, based on an informed 

choice, and made in safety, with dignity, in accordance 

with international conventions. 

North Korea: South Korea 

Asked by The Marquess of Lothian 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what steps they 

have taken to call for restraint and a de-escalation of 

tensions on the Korean peninsula, further to the 

destruction of the Inter-Korean Joint Liaison Office 

near Kaesong on 16 June. [HL5925] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: The UK is concerned by 

North Korea's unprovoked demolition of the Kaesong 

Liaison Office and by their recent inflammatory remarks 

criticising South Korea. We are in contact with 

international partners and support South Korea in its 

efforts to maintain calm and stability. The UK is 

committed to securing peace on the Korean peninsula and 

the complete, verifiable and irreversible denuclearisation 

of North Korea. 

Palestinians: Christianity 

Asked by Lord Hylton 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what 

representations they have made to the government of 

Israel about the number of permits granted to Christians 

from Gaza to visit holy sites in Bethlehem and 

Jerusalem, or to visit family in the West Bank during 

Easter and Christmas holidays; and what responses, if 

any, they have received. [HL6003] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: Whilst we have not 

made representations on this particular issue, our 

Embassy in Tel Aviv and Consulate-General in Jerusalem 

do raise issues of religious freedom with the Israeli 

Government and Palestinian Authority. The Minister of 

State for the Middle East and North Africa also met with 

representatives of the Holy Land Coordination Group, 

Bishop Declan Lang and Bishop Christopher Chessun, on 

22 June to discuss the situation in Israel and the Occupied 

Palestinian Territories, and their work with the Christian 

community there. The UK recognises that the holy sites of 

Jerusalem hold particular significance for many groups 

around the globe, especially the three Abrahamic faiths of 

Christianity, Islam and Judaism. We are committed to 

working with all parties to maintain calm, avoid 

provocation and uphold the Status Quo in order to ensure 

the safety and security of the holy sites and all who 

worship and visit there. 

Personal Independence Payment 

Asked by Baroness Lister of Burtersett 

To ask Her Majesty’s Government what was the (1) 

average, (2) longest, and (3) shortest, clearance time for 

a (a) claim, (b) mandatory reconsideration, and (c) 

successful appeal outcome to be implemented, in 

relation to Personal Independence Payment in each of 

the last 13 months. [HL5788] 

Baroness Stedman-Scott: Table 1 shows the Median, 

Lower Quartile and Upper Quartile of the number of 

weeks taken for a Personal Independence Payment (PIP) 

claim to receive an initial decision from registration. This 

data covers both PIP New Claims and Reassessments 

from Disability Living Allowance (DLA) for each month 

from April 2019 – April 2020, the most recent 13 months 

for which data is available. 

Table 2 shows the Median, Lower Quartile and Upper 

Quartile of the number of calendar days taken for a PIP 

Mandatory Reconsideration (MR) to be cleared from 

registration. This data covers all MRs cleared each month 

from April 2019 – April 2020, the most recent 13 months 

for which data is available. 

A copy of the tables is attached. 

Please note that information about the extremes of a 

distribution (e.g. the maximum clearance time) risks 

being disclosive. We would not release this information 

publicly. Therefore, we have presented information on the 

lower quartile, median and upper quartile of clearance 

times. 

The information requested on the clearance times for a 

successful appeal outcome to be implemented is not 

readily available and to provide it would incur 

disproportionate cost. 

The Answer includes the following attached material: 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2020-06-17/HL5835
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2020-06-18/HL5925
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2020-06-22/HL6003
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2020-06-16/HL5788
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Tables for Parliamentary Question HL5788 [HL5788 

Attachment.pdf] 

The material can be viewed online at: 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-

answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2020-06-16/HL5788 

Planning Permission 

Asked by Lord Kennedy of Southwark 

To ask Her Majesty's Government how many 

planning applications the Secretary of State for 

Housing, Communities and Local Government has 

called in since 1 January. [HL5922] 

Lord Greenhalgh: The Secretary of State has called in 

nine planning applications since 1 January this year. 

Asked by Lord Kennedy of Southwark 

To ask Her Majesty's Government how many 

planning applications were called in by the Secretary of 

State with responsibility for planning in (1) 2015, (2) 

2016, (3) 2017, (4) 2018, and (5) 2019. [HL5923] 

Lord Greenhalgh: These figures are published as part 

of the Planning Inspectorate’s statistical releases. For the 

calendar years requested, the figures were as follows: 

2015 – 26. 

2016 – 14. 

2017 – 18. 

2018 – 7. 

2019 – 7. 

Police: Road Traffic Control 

Asked by Lord Bradshaw 

To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they have 

received the recent report of Her Majesty’s Inspectorate 

of Constabulary and Fire and Rescue Services on roads 

policing; and when they expect that report to be 

published. [HL5892] 

Asked by Lord Bradshaw 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what plans they 

have to include an assessment of roads policing in their 

annual assessments of the efficiency of police forces. 

[HL5893] 

Asked by Lord Bradshaw 

To ask Her Majesty's Government how many of the 

annual reviews by Police and Crime Commissioners 

include significant sections dealing with the 

effectiveness of their forces’ road policing obligations; 

and what plans they have to make inclusion of roads 

policing in those annual reviews mandatory. [HL5895] 

Asked by Lord Bradshaw 

To ask Her Majesty's Government when they expect 

that all police forces will adopt the use of the CRaSH 

road collision and casualty reporting system. [HL5896] 

Baroness Williams of Trafford: The government have 

received a draft report of Her Majesty’s Inspectorate of 

Constabulary and Fire and Rescue Services (HMICFRS) 

on roads policing. The date for publication will be 

decided by HMICFRS. 

The HMICFRS consultation on its proposals for a new 

framework for future PEEL inspections is currently 

suspended due to the Covid-19 pandemic. We will 

respond to these proposals as and when the consultation 

process is resumed. 

Police and Crime Commissioners (PCCs) are 

responsible for the totality of policing within their force 

area. This includes ensuring the Chief Constable delivers 

an effective and efficient police service to meet the 

priorities of the local community. PCCs are required to set 

out their strategic objectives in a Police and Crime Plan 

following consultation with the public and local partners. 

Private Rented Housing: Coronavirus 

Asked by Baroness Altmann 

To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to their 

decision to extend the ban on tenant evictions by a 

further two months, what plans they have to support 

private landlords with tenants who had already built up 

rent arrears before the restrictions to address the 

COVID-19 pandemic were introduced and who are 

receiving no income from their property. [HL5962] 

Lord Greenhalgh: The Government has put in place 

an unprecedented support package to help ensure that 

tenants are able to pay their rent throughout this period. 

We have introduced support for business to pay staff 

salaries with income support also available to the self-

employed and have strengthened the welfare safety-net 

with a nearly £7 billion boost to the welfare system. This 

includes increasing Local Housing Allowance (LHA) 

rates so that they are set at the 30th percentile of market 

rents in each area. 

To support landlords who are experiencing a temporary 

loss of income, mortgage lenders have agreed to offer 

payment holidays of up to three months where this is 

needed due to coronavirus-related hardship, including for 

buy-to-let mortgages. On 2 June, the Financial Conduct 

Authority confirmed that borrowers can apply for an 

extension to any holiday already taken while extending 

the window for new applications to 31 October. 

Landlords should contact their lender at the earliest 

possible opportunity to discuss if the payment holiday is a 

suitable option for them. 

Asked by Baroness Altmann 

To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to their 

decision to extend the ban on tenant evictions by a 

further two months, what provisions are or will be in 

place to ensure that private landlords, who obtained a 

legal possession order prior to the suspension of 

evictions in March, are able to reclaim possession of 

their properties without further delay. [HL5966] 
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Lord Greenhalgh: On 5 June the Government 

announced that the current suspension of evictions from 

social or private rented accommodation will be extended 

by two months until 23 August 2020. 

From 24 August 2020, the courts will begin to process 

possession cases again. This is an important step towards 

ending the lockdown and will protect landlords’ important 

right to regain their property. Work is underway with the 

judiciary, legal representatives and the advice sector on 

arrangements, including new rules, to ensure that judges 

have all the information necessary to make just decisions 

and that the most vulnerable tenants can get the help they 

need when possession cases resume. 

Road Traffic Control: Coronavirus 

Asked by Baroness Eaton 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what plans they 

have to (1) review the success, and (2) extend the 

duration, of the Traffic Orders Procedure (Coronavirus) 

(Amendment) (England) Regulations 2020. [HL5903] 

Baroness Vere of Norbiton: The Government is 

planning to evaluate the impact of the Traffic Orders 

Procedure (Coronavirus) (Amendment) (England) 

Regulations 2020. The evaluation is due to be completed 

this year and will be used to inform future policy 

development and any further legislative changes. 

Roads: Safety 

Asked by Lord Bradshaw 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment 

they have made of the merits of increased information 

sharing between agencies responsible for road safety, 

including the police ,the Health and Safety Executive, 

the Driver and Vehicle Standards Agency, Highways 

England and the Traffic Commissioners, as well as 

private sector bodies such as the Motor Insurers’ 

Bureau; whether any such collaboration is inhibited by 

the Data Protection Act 2018 and other data protection 

concerns; and, if so, how they are mitigating these data 

protection concerns. [HL5894] 

Baroness Vere of Norbiton: Data Protection 

legislation already allows for proportionate sharing of 

personal data for law enforcement purposes. The 

legislation also provides mechanisms to do this. 

In the Refreshed Road Safety Statement in July 2019 

we announced the most comprehensive review of roads 

policing and this reflects our commitment to continuing to 

reduce the numbers of people killed and seriously injured 

on our roads. The exchange of data pertinent to road 

safety between agencies and organisations is being 

explored as part of the review. 

We will also shortly be launching a Call for Evidence to 

help us further investigate the link between enforcement, 

collisions, congestion and crime. Respondents will have 

the opportunity to outline their views on what could be 

done to better enable and equip those charged with 

enforcing traffic laws. 

Schools: Coronavirus 

Asked by Lord Greaves 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what advice they 

are giving to schools in England on the process for 

reopening for the autumn term. [HL5907] 

Asked by Lord Greaves 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment 

they have made of how the ability of schools in 

England to reopen in September will be affected by (1) 

social distancing and other COVID-19 safety measures, 

(2) staffing levels, (3) accommodation capacity, and (4) 

financial resources; and whether responsibility for these 

matters lies with (a) schools, (b) the Department for 

Education, (c) local authorities, (d) regional schools 

commissioners, or (e) academy trusts. [HL5908] 

Baroness Berridge: We want to get all children and 

young people back into education as soon as the scientific 

advice allows because it is the best place for them to 

learn, and because we know how important it is for their 

wellbeing to have social interactions with their teachers 

and friends. Our intention is for all children to return to 

school from September. 

Within the next two weeks, we will publish further 

information and guidance to help schools prepare for 

September. We will be guided by the latest scientific 

advice and are working with the sector to ensure our 

guidance provides schools with the further details they 

need, including any protective measures that may be 

necessary to keep children and teachers as safe as 

possible, staffing advice and transport considerations. 

Sexual Offences: Gender Recognition 

Asked by Lord Pearson of Rannoch 

To ask Her Majesty's Government how many cases of 

(1) rape or attempted rape, and (2) sexual misconduct, 

by individuals whose sex at birth was male but 

subsequently identified as female have been reported in 

(a) women's prisons, and (b) women-only spaces 

outside of prisons such as changing rooms; and how 

many of those reports led to prosecutions. [HL5875] 

Lord Keen of Elie: There is no reported incident of 

rape or attempted rape by prisoners who have reported 

they are declared male on their birth certificate who self-

identify as a female in the women’s estate. 

Between 1 January 2016 to 31 December 2019, there 

were 97 sexual assaults in the women’s estate overall and 

7 of these assaults involved a transgender prisoner. Out of 

those 7 incidents, there were 6 sexual assaults where a 

transgender prisoner was recorded as the assailant or 

suspected assailant. In one incident the transgender 

prisoner was recorded as having ‘active involvement’, 

which means they did not necessarily start the assault. It 
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is not possible from the records available to confirm 

whether these transgender prisoners were born male and 

subsequently identify as female. Other groups of prisoners 

may also be included, including those born female who 

identify as male, or who identify as non-binary. 

We do not hold data for reported assaults that have 

taken place outside of prison. 

Strict safeguards are in place to care for and manage 

transgender individuals in custody while protecting our 

staff and other service users. 

Details of transgender prisoners were provided by 

public and private prisons in England and Wales, between 

26 March 2019 and 24 April 2019 following an exercise 

to gather information from transgender individuals in 

custody. The figures give an estimate of the number of 

transgender prisoners based on that exercise and may 

underestimate the true number. Prisoners who have a full 

Gender Recognition Certificate are excluded from this 

dataset. 

Universal Credit: Appeals 

Asked by Baroness Lister of Burtersett 

To ask Her Majesty’s Government what was the (1) 

average, (2) longest, and (3) shortest, clearance time for 

a (a) mandatory reconsideration, and (b) successful 

appeal outcome to be implemented, in relation to 

Universal Credit in each of the last 13 months. 

[HL5790] 

Baroness Stedman-Scott: Table 1 below shows the 

Median, Lower Quartile and Upper Quartile of the 

number of days taken for a Universal Credit (UC) 

Mandatory Reconsideration (MR) to be cleared from 

registration. This data covers all UC MRs for each month 

from May 2019 – May 2020, the most recent 13 months 

for which data is available. 

Table 1: Average Clearance Times from UC MR registration to 

clearance in days from May 2019 – May 2020 

Month Lower 

Quartile 

Median Upper 

Quartile 

May-19 17 48 88 

Jun-19 9 24 44 

Jul-19 11 24 40 

Aug-19 9 22 34 

Sep-19 10 22 38 

Oct-19 9 22 53 

Nov-19 9 23 78 

Dec-19 8 21 73 

Jan-20 10 27 158 

Feb-20 8 23 95 

Mar-20 12 30 92 

Apr-20 6 22 43 

May-20 6 38 79 

Please note that information about the extremes of a 

distribution (e.g. the maximum clearance time) risks 

being disclosive. We would not release this information 

publicly. Therefore, we have presented information on the 

lower quartile, median and upper quartile of clearance 

times. 

The information requested on the clearance times for a 

successful appeal outcome to be implemented is not 

readily available and to provide it would incur 

disproportionate cost. 

Notes 

• Figures are for Great Britain only. 

• This is unpublished data. It should be used with 

caution and it may be subject to future revision. 

• The median is presented as the average instead of the 

mean because the mean can be unduly affected by 

outlying cases. 

• Definition of Lower Quartile: The lower quartile is the 

value for which 25 per cent of all clearance times fall 

below if you were to order the distribution from lowest 

value to highest value. 

• Definition of median: The median time is the middle 

value if you were to order all the times within the 

distribution from lowest value to highest value. 

• Definition of Upper Quartile: The upper quartile is the 

value for which 75 per cent of all clearance times fall 

below if you were to order the distribution from lowest 

value to highest value. 

Visas: Skilled Workers 

Asked by Lord Moynihan 

To ask Her Majesty’s Government what advice they 

have provided to sponsored workers currently not in the 

UK and unable to return due to the COVID-19 

pandemic; and what plans they have to take account of 

COVID-19 travel restrictions when calculating the 

number of days that a Tier 2 visa applicant has been 

outside of the UK. [HL5698] 

Baroness Williams of Trafford: The Government has 

published a range of immigration information for those 

affected by COVID, including those sponsored to work in 

the UK. COVID immigration information can be found 

at: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/coronavirus-

covid-19-immigration-and-borders. 

The Government will not penalise individuals affected 

by issues relating to COVID which are beyond their 

control. Whilst cases will need to be considered on a case 

by case basis, we will not penalise people who have been 

outside of the UK for longer than normally permitted 

where the absence is as a result of COVID travel 

restrictions, at the point at which they come to apply for a 

new visa or indefinite leave to remain. 
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Windrush Generation: Anniversaries 

Asked by Lord Bourne of Aberystwyth 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment 

they have made of the celebration of Windrush Day on 

22 June. [HL6042] 

Lord Greenhalgh: I would like to reflect on the 

success of Windrush Day, which was marked on June 22. 

This was the second annual National Windrush Day, and 

the third year that Ministry of Housing, Communities and 

Local Government (MHCLG) has supported celebrations 

since the 70th anniversary. I would like to thank my 

Noble friend for his role in initiating these earlier 

celebrations. 

The day was well recognised in national and 

international media, with hundreds of broadcast features, 

including a piece on BBC’s The One Show and CNN 

broadcasting live from Brixton. There were tens of 

thousands of tweets, instagram and facebook posts shared 

to celebrate the Windrush Generation and their 

descendants. This was illustrative of the way in which 

communities and individuals led the way in marking the 

day. Supportive messages were delivered by His Royal 

Highness the Prince of Wales, His Excellency the 

Jamaican High Commissioner and the Most Reverend 

Primate, the Archbishop of Canterbury. 

In the midst of challenging circumstances, most of the 

49 organisations which received funding from MHCLG’s 

Windrush Day Grant have demonstrated admirable 

willingness, aptitude and innovation to deliver their 

events through online or virtual means. Celebrations were 

mostly digital, but there were still plenty of them taking 

place across the country. From Bristol to Birmingham and 

Leicester to Leeds, grant recipients hosted online 

exhibitions, radio documentaries and educational 

workshops and lectures over zoom. 

I was pleased to take part in the day myself by being 

hosted on a tour of Reading Museum's online exhibition 

The Enigma of Arrival. The exhibition was part-funded by 

MHCLG's Windrush Day Grant and was developed in 

partnership with the University of the West Indies as well 

as the Barbados Museum and Historical Society and 

members of the town's Caribbean community. I was 

particularly moved by images of men working at the 

town's Huntley and Palmers Biscuit factory and took a 

moment to reflect upon the truly vast scope of the 

Windrush Generation's contribution to all aspects of our 

national life in the aftermath of the Second World War. 

I would finally like to reiterate my gratitude to the 

Windrush Day Advisory Panel, originally convened by 

my Noble friend, in supporting the funding's delivery and 

helping ensure that the day is marked appropriately year-

on-year. 
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