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Written Statements 
Wednesday, 22 January 2020 

Police Funding 2020-21 

[HLWS47] 

Baroness Williams of Trafford: My hon Friend the 

Minister of State for Policing and the Fire Service (Kit 

Malthouse) has today made the following Written 

Ministerial Statement: 

My rt hon Friend the Home Secretary has today laid 

before the House the Police Grant Report (England and 

Wales) 2020/21 (HC 51) for the approval of the House. 

The Report sets out my rt hon Friend the Home 

Secretary’s determination for 2020/21 of the aggregate 

amount of grants that she proposes to pay under section 

46(2) of the Police Act 1996. Copies of the report will be 

available in the Vote Office. 

Today this Government has laid the police funding 

settlement in Parliament which sets out the biggest 

increase in funding to forces since 2010. This includes 

£700m for the recruitment of 6,000 additional officers by 

the end of March 2021, which represents an almost 10% 

increase on the core grant provided to forces last year. 

Assuming full take up of council tax precept flexibility, 

overall funding to Police and Crime Commissioners 

(PCCs) will increase by £915 million to £13.1 billion next 

year. This would represent a total funding increase of up 

to 7.5%. 

This people’s Government is determined to strengthen 

our police service and tackle the unacceptable levels of 

crime, particularly violent crime, across our country. This 

Government will deliver on its commitment to recruit 

20,000 additional officers over the next three years to 

protect the public and keep our families, communities and 

our country safe. We have already invested in this uplift 

programme, providing £45 million of additional funding 

in 2019/20 to ensure the programme gets off the ground. 

The 2020/21 funding settlement gives the police the 

investment they need to deliver on that promise. Taking 

all funding from the Government and PCCs’ precept 

raising power into account, up to an extra £1.1 billion will 

be available for investment in the policing system in 

2020/21. This would represent an increase of 8% funding 

on top of 2019/20 levels and is the single biggest increase 

in Government investment in policing for some time. 

The Chancellor confirmed in his September 2019 

statement to the House on the 2020/21 Spending Round 

that Government funding to policing will increase by 

£750 million next year. £700 million of this money will 

go directly to PCCs in England and Wales in order to 

support the recruitment of the first wave of up to 6,000 

additional officers by the end of March 2021. These extra 

officers will be in addition to those leaving the service 

annually, and represents the biggest recruitment drive in 

decades. Over 75% (£532 million) of this funding will be 

paid to PCCs directly through core grant funding. To 

manage the uplift, and to ensure best possible use of this 

unprecedented investment, the Government is creating a 

ringfenced grant for the remainder of the funding (£168 

million). Forces will be allocated a portion of this £168 

million in line with their funding formula allocation, and 

will be able to access this as they progress against their 

recruitment targets. 

This settlement also contains details of other areas of 

Government funding, including Legacy Council Tax 

Grants, National and International Capital City Grants, 

Welsh Top-Up Grant and Precept Grant. 

We also propose enabling PCCs to raise further funding 

through precept flexibility, subject to confirmation at the 

final Local Government Finance Settlement. We propose 

to empower PCCs to increase their Band D precept by up 

to £10 in 2020/21 without the need to call for a local 

referendum, the equivalent of less than twenty pence per 

week. If all PCCs decide to maximise their flexibility, this 

would result in up to an additional £248 million of 

funding for local policing next year. It is for locally 

accountable PCCs to take decisions on local precept and 

explain to their electorate how this additional investment 

will help deliver a better police service. 

In this settlement the Government will also allocate 

£153 million to cover additional pension costs. This 

amount is held flat compared to 2019/20 figures and will 

be reconsidered at the next Spending Review. This will 

ensure that the additional funding forces are receiving will 

be spent on recruiting additional officers, rather than 

covering existing costs. 

As announced earlier this week, funding for counter-

terrorism policing will total £906 million in 2020/21. This 

is a significant additional investment in the vital work of 

counter-terrorism police officers across the country. PCCs 

will be notified separately of force-level allocations, 

which will not be made public for security reasons. 

National priorities 

This Government will also continue to support PCCs 

and forces through investment in national policing 

priorities. This settlement will increase spending on 

national (resource) policing priorities by £91.7 million 

(staying flat as a percentage of overall police funding), 

which will benefit all forces across England and Wales. 

This increase is in line with the total increase in the 

overall settlement and includes £50 million to ensure 

delivery of the Police Uplift Programme. 

From this increased funding for national policing 

priorities the Government has prioritised £150 million of 

funding for serious and organised crime in 2020/21, for 

new capabilities to tackle illicit finance, keeping the 

public safe and protecting vulnerable people. Organised 

criminals have been quick to adapt and make use of 

emerging technology, exploiting the vulnerable and 

threatening the fabric of our society by fuelling crime and 

violence. 

We will tackle this threat by ensuring law enforcement 

have the resources they need. We will strengthen the 

National Crime Agency (NCA) through funding 

investigative tools needed to keep pace with the rate of 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-statement/Lords/2020-01-22/HLWS47/
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technological change and globalisation of criminal 

networks. We will invest in tackling county lines drug 

dealing, fraud and cyber-crime and continue our 

investment in bearing down on online child sexual 

exploitation and abuse. To achieve this, funding will be 

allocated to local police forces, as well as the NCA and 

Regional Organised Crime Units to drive transformational 

change in our law enforcement response. 

In 2020/21, £119 million will be spent on reducing 

serious violent crime. This includes dedicated funds to 

target county lines and funding for Violence Reduction 

Units which form a key component of our action to tackle 

the root causes of violence. This targeted money, 

combined with the overall increase to police force 

funding, represents a significant investment in the police’s 

capabilities to drive down violent crime. 

The Government is also committed to tackling 

neighbourhood crime. We will allocate £10 million, 

alongside a £15 million contribution from the Chancellor, 

to bring the Safer Streets Fund to the £25 million total 

pledged last year. The fund will support areas in England 

and Wales that are persistently and disproportionately 

affected by acquisitive crimes such as burglary and theft 

to invest in well evidenced prevention initiatives such as 

home security and street lighting. 

This Government will continue to support the 

completion of national transformation programmes 

delivering enhanced capabilities across policing. We will 

bring the Police Transformation Fund to a close and 

invest £60 million of funding next year for a programme 

of work to support the Government’s priorities of 

increased digitisation in policing. This will include: 

further development of a National Data Analytics 

capability to support preventative policing interventions; 

delivery to forces of the Single Online Home policing 

website to provide more effective engagement with the 

public; providing productivity tools supporting 

collaboration and cyber-security to protect forces; support 

improvements to how fingerprint and digital forensics are 

used, helping forces to deliver a fully accredited, more 

integrated and sustainable service; and an uplift to 

forensics, including digital forensics, to build capability 

across policing and for new officers. 

We will support the police to make use of the latest 

technologies, such as biometrics and analytics. This needs 

to be on the basis of good evidence and the best 

understanding of science. For that reason I am pleased to 

announce that there will be funding made available for a 

Police Chief Scientific Adviser and dedicated funding for 

investment in Science, Technology and Research. We will 

work closely with the National Police Chiefs Council to 

develop this role. 

I will also establish and chair an ambitious Strategic 

Change and Investment Board (SCIB), which will form 

part of the sub-governance of the National Policing 

Board. The Board will replace the Police Reform and 

Transformation Board and will coordinate, prioritise and 

drive investment across the policing system and have 

greater sight on a range of allocations to meet 

Government priorities around crime prevention and 

reduction. The SCIB will also oversee the investment in 

major technology programmes upgrading critical 

infrastructure, such as replacing the Airwave 

communications system with the 4G Emergency Services 

Network. Funding will also be allocated for the 

development of the Law Enforcement Data Service, 

which will deliver an integrated service to provide 

intelligence to law enforcement and its partners and 

replace the existing Police National Computer and Police 

National Database. 

Capital funding 

Furthermore, this settlement will see funding for capital 

grant expenditure rebalanced, with £63.7 million to be 

spent on national priorities and infrastructure. This will 

allow the Government to provide further support, for 

example, to police technology programmes, the College 

of Policing and Serious Organised Crime programmes. 

PCCs will continue to receive a capital grant worth £12.3 

million in 2020/21. With the increase in other grants to 

PCCs, which can be utilised to cover both capital and 

non-capital spend, PCCs will see more funding overall 

with greater flexibility over how they use it. 

Outcomes, efficiency and reform 

I have set out how an additional £1.1 billion will be 

invested in our policing system next year. It is only right 

that in return the Government holds the police to account 

on delivering for the public. We will expect the police to 

achieve measurable improvements across a range of 

outcomes with the National Policing Board, chaired by 

the Home Secretary, holding the sector to account for 

delivering these improvements 

This Government is also clear that the police, and all 

other public services, must continue to focus on 

improving efficiency and productivity to demonstrate to 

the taxpaying public they serve that they are getting the 

most out of this increased funding, and delivering the 

planned uplift in officer numbers. There are a number of 

expectations set out as part of this settlement. 

1) The Government has committed £750 million to 

enable the recruitment of 6,000 additional officers. To 

manage the delivery of this uplift, we are ringfencing 

£168 million which will be paid to forces in line with 

their progress in recruiting the 6,000 additional officers 

by March 2021, and making the relevant infrastructure 

improvements needed to recruit the 20,000 additional 

officers by March 2023. Funding will be released 

quarterly and in arrears subject to evidence on their 

progress. 

2) On behalf of the taxpayer, the Government will 

expect to see continued efficiency savings in 2020/21. 

Policing are on track to deliver £30 million of cashable 

savings from procurement in 2019/20, on top of the £40 

million delivered in 2018/19. Through continued 

collaborative procurement policing will deliver another 

£30 million of cashable savings in 2020/21. Having 

delivered last year’s condition to continue developing a 

new model for police procurement, policing have 
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agreed the business case for BlueLight Commercial, a 

new national model for police procurement and 

commercial functions. BlueLight Commercial will 

embed and enhance future collaborative procurement, 

making best use of policing’s buying power, increasing 

standardisation and improving value for money. 

BlueLight Commercial will apply strategic procurement 

approaches to areas such as vehicles, estates and 

equipment including uniform, to deliver annual savings 

of £20 million in commercial efficiencies once it has 

been fully established, which can be reinvested in the 

frontline. It will also develop an approach to reduce 

cost variation in back-office services such as payroll. 

The Home Office will work with HM Treasury to 

develop a plan for further efficiency savings in future 

years. 

3) Forces must continue to drive productivity through 

digital, data and technology solutions, including mobile 

working. Forces should make best use of the products 

developed by the national police-led Frontline National 

Mobility Programme in 2019/20. This will ensure the 

benefits of mobile working are maximised including 

through a new benefits tracking tool, increased use of 

guidelines, sharing of best practice and innovation and 

collaborative procurement. This means that all forces 

will be able to fully exploit mobile technology and that 

benefits can be rigorously tracked and driven, to 

improve the tools police officers have to be able to 

tackle crime wherever they are. Forces like Avon & 

Somerset are driving a digitally enabled culture, driving 

up usage of mobile digital working by withdrawing 

paper-based forms. South Yorkshire are using mobile 

devices to capture and access data in real time, allowing 

them to check the identity of potential suspects more 

quickly and capturing evidence to help secure 

convictions. 

4) We also expect forces to work with us to develop an 

approach to drive best value from the millions of 

pounds spent on police technology, by building on 

existing engagement with regard to both sector-led and 

Home Office programmes such as the APCC and 

NPCC’s Digital, Data and Technology Strategy 

(launched earlier this week), of which the Home Office 

will continue to support delivery and drive forward. The 

strategy’s emphasis on convergence, stripping out 

duplication, consolidating applications, 

decommissioning non-essential infrastructure and 

moving to more interoperable solutions is crucial to 

achieve the best value for the taxpayer from technology 

investment. The Home Office will work with the police 

service to develop a detailed implementation plan and 

support early activities during 2020/21. Existing police-

led programmes are already increasing effectiveness 

and improving service delivery through, for example, 

supporting forces to adopt cloud based productivity 

tools, the use of data analytics to support crime fighting 

and driving efficiency savings in the replacement of 

legacy IT systems, and building the Single Online 

Platform that already provides a digital policing front 

counter to 56 per cent of the population in England and 

Wales. Investment in these systems will be driven and 

managed by a Ministerial chaired Strategic Change and 

Investment Board, which will monitor the development 

of new capabilities by law enforcement and ensure they 

are built in the most efficient and effective way 

possible. 

We will be engaging police leaders to discuss how these 

improvements will be delivered and continue working 

together on our ambitious longer-term plans for the next 

Spending Review period. 

This people’s Government has clearly set out its 

commitment to backing our police service, putting 20,000 

extra police officers on the streets, and putting violent 

criminals behind bars for longer. We continue to pay 

tribute to our police forces and police staff around the 

country for their exceptional bravery, dedication and hard 

work. We are determined to give the service the resources 

it needs to crack down on crime, deal robustly with the 

criminals exploiting the vulnerable and to improve 

outcomes for the victims of crime. 

I have set out in a separate document, attached, the 

tables illustrating how we propose to allocate the police 

funding settlement between the different funding streams 

and between Police & Crime Commissioners for 2020/21. 

These documents are intended to be read together. 

The Statement includes the following attached material: 

Police Funding tables [Police Funding 2020-21 (Written 

Statement) - Tables .pdf] 

The material can be viewed online at: 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-

answers-statements/written-statement/Lords/2020-01-22/HLWS47/ 

South Western Railway 

[HLWS45] 

Baroness Vere of Norbiton: My Right Honourable 

Friend, the Secretary of State for Transport (Grant 

Shapps) has made the following Ministerial Statement 

Under the Railways Act 1993, the Secretary of State for 

Transport has a legal requirement to ensure services that 

passengers depend on continue in any circumstance. 

South Western Railway’s (SWR’s) recent financial 

statements have indicated that the franchise is not 

sustainable in the long term. Poor operational 

performance, combined with slower revenue growth, has 

led to the financial performance of SWR to be 

significantly below expectation since the franchise 

commenced in August 2017. 

SWR have not yet failed to meet their financial 

commitments and my Department will ensure that SWR 

are held to their financial obligations under the current 

Franchise. However, as a precautionary measure, my 

Department must prepare suitable contingency measures, 

under the Railways Act 1993. Such options include a new 

short-term contract with SWR, with tightly defined 

performance requirements; or transferring the operation to 

the Operator of Last Resort (OLR), a public sector 

operator wholly owned by the Department. My 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-statement/Lords/2020-01-22/HLWS47/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-statement/Lords/2020-01-22/HLWS47/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-statement/Lords/2020-01-22/HLWS47/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-statement/Lords/2020-01-22/HLWS45/
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Department has issued a Request for Proposal to the SWR 

franchise owners (FirstGroup plc and MTR) and to the 

OLR, and will evaluate the responses to determine how 

best to secure the continuation of passenger services on 

this part of the network. 

This will not impact on the railway’s day-to-day 

operations. The business will continue to operate as usual 

with no material impact on SWR services or staff. 

Parliament will be kept informed of developments. 

Across the country a number of franchises are failing to 

provide the reliable services that passengers require and 

there are legitimate questions on whether the current 

franchising model is viable. Keith Williams - who is 

leading an independent review into the railways - has 

already stated that franchising cannot continue in its 

current form. His review will propose sector-wide reforms 

which aim to put passengers at the heart of the railway. 

Modernisation of the railways must come with 

reciprocal modernisation of the way the railway is 

operated. Passengers on SWR have already suffered 

significant disruption from industrial action by the 

National Union of Rail, Maritime and Transport Workers 

(RMT), and this week the RMT are balloting for further 

strikes. 

These strikes are not about safety, accessibility or 

helping passengers. Driver controlled trains are perfectly 

safe, and have been operated elsewhere on the network 

for many years. These trains allow the guards to devote 

much more time to looking after passengers, which is of 

great benefit to those who need help with travel, like the 

disabled and the aged. This modernisation is essential if 

the future needs of this railway are to be met. 

Whoever operates SWR services, I will remain 

committed to modernising services and improving 

support for passengers. 

The railway is a public service. People rely upon it to 

support their way of life, livelihoods, education and 

healthcare, and it is why this Government has committed 

to introducing minimum service levels during times of 

strike action. 

Veterans’ Railcard 

[HLWS48] 

Baroness Vere of Norbiton: My Right Honourable 

Friend, the Secretary of State for Transport (Grant 

Shapps) has made the following Ministerial Statement 

Our military personnel are rightly valued throughout 

their service in HM Armed Forces. They make sacrifices 

and put themselves in danger to protect and serve our 

country. It is only right that we continue to show how 

much we value their efforts once they leave the Armed 

Forces too. 

In our manifesto we promised to introduce a railcard for 

veterans. I am delighted to announce that we are will 

make it available from 11 November this year. This 

railcard will extend discounted train travel to the more 

than 830,000 veterans not covered by existing discounts. 

We expect our service personnel to live and work all 

over the country, moving wherever they are needed to 

serve our great country. This often leads to service 

families, and former service families, living far away 

from friends and family and the communities they grew 

up in. 

Therefore, I believe it is important that our veterans 

have access to this railcard, supporting their access to 

vital work prospects and retraining opportunities, and 

making it easier for former members of the Armed Forces 

to stay in touch with friends and relatives. 

This railcard will also allow their family to travel with 

them, potentially saving military families hundreds of 

pounds a year. 

I am sure that you will agree with me that this is a 

welcome measure, alongside a much wider set of 

commitments which are being announced by the Minister 

for the Cabinet Office today in the Government’s 

Consultation Response to last year’s consultation on the 

Strategy for our Veterans. This new railcard is one of the 

first parts of this Government’s Commitment to make the 

UK the best place to be a veteran anywhere in the world. 

My department is pleased to be supporting this ambition 

through this new railcard. 

Veterans Strategy 

[HLWS46] 

Earl Howe: My Rt. Hon. Friend the Paymaster General 

and Minister for the Cabinet Office (Oliver Dowden) has 

made the following statement: 

In November 2018, the UK, Scottish and Welsh 

Governments jointly published The Strategy for our 

Veterans (CM 9726) setting out a shared commitment to 

support veterans across the whole of the UK. As the 

Secretary of State set out at the time, this was the first 

time the Governments had agreed shared aims and 

outcomes, and the collaboration has since been praised by 

our external partners. In order to complement this, each 

Government separately consulted on how to implement 

the Strategy within its areas of responsibility. 

The UK Government Consultation (CM 9727) sought 

public views on how to achieve the outcomes in the 

Strategy. Over 2,000 responses were received from 

individuals and organisations from across the public, 

private and charity sectors as well as from veterans 

themselves, including through a number of face-to-face 

meetings. 

I am today publishing the UK Government’s response 

to that consultation. This sets out further steps we will be 

taking to improve support to veterans, address the 

challenges that some veterans face and promote the 

outstanding contribution they make to the UK. The Office 

for Veterans’ Affairs will be responsible for coordinating 

the delivery of this Action Plan, working closely with 

government departments. This includes ensuring that 

veterans and their families know what existing support is 

already available and how they can access it, a step for 

which many consultation responses called. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-statement/Lords/2020-01-22/HLWS48/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-statement/Lords/2020-01-22/HLWS46/
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In the Queen’s Speech, we set out the Government’s 

commitments to legislate on the Armed Forces Covenant 

and to bring forward proposals to tackle vexatious claims 

and provide certainty for veterans. Our manifesto also 

committed to introducing a veterans' railcard, reducing 

National Insurance contributions for employers of ex-

Service Personnel and guaranteeing job interviews for 

veterans applying for public sector roles. The Department 

for Transport is already able to report progress in 

delivering the veterans’ railcard today. I have also asked 

the Civil Service to be an early adopter of guaranteed 

interviews for veterans. 

All of these actions and commitments reflect the step 

change the UK Government intends to deliver in how we 

support veterans across the United Kingdom. We will 

forge a path to making this country the best place to be a 

veteran anywhere in the world. We will continue to work 

closely with the Devolved Governments, who are 

publishing their own separate consultation responses 

today. We will work together to achieve this shared 

objective and ensure veterans receive the support they 

deserve in all parts of the Union. 

The Consultation Response is available on gov.uk here. 

A copy of the Consultation Response will be placed in the 

Libraries of both Houses. 

  

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/strategy-for-our-veterans-uk-government-consultation-paper
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/strategy-for-our-veterans-uk-government-consultation-paper
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Written Answers 
Wednesday, 22 January 2020 

Alberto Salazar 

Asked by Lord Moynihan 

To ask Her Majesty's Government whether 

UK Athletics has, at any time, sought advice from 

either UK Sport or UK Anti-Doping about the ban 

imposed on Alberto Salazar by the United States Anti-

Doping Agency leading to the closure of the Nike 

Oregon Project; and if so, whether either of those 

bodies provided any formal response or guidance. 

[HL336] 

Baroness Barran: Subsequent to USADA’s ban of 

Alberto Salazar being issued, UK Sport’s discussions 

with UK Athletics on this issue have focused on ensuring 

there is an effective independent review as to whether UK 

Athletics took the appropriate decisions in respect of its 

relationship with Mr Salazar and the Nike Oregon Project. 

UK Anti-Doping (UKAD) has offered support to the 

US Anti-Doping Agency (USADA) during its 

investigations. However, UKAD has not received any 

request for information from UK Athletics in relation to 

Mr Salazar’s ban. 

Asked by Lord Moynihan 

To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they have 

contributed to the independent review currently being 

undertaken by UK Athletics over the handling of the 

Alberto Salazar scandal; and what assessment they have 

made of the methods associated with the Nike Oregon 

Project which were employed by UK Athletics' 

performance staff, officials or British athletes in receipt 

of Government or lottery funding support. [HL337] 

Baroness Barran: UK Sport supported UK Athletics in 

commissioning an independent review into its decision-

making in respect of its relationship with Mr Salazar and 

the Nike Oregon Project. Both UK Sport and DCMS will 

await the outcomes of that review before drawing any 

further conclusions. 

It is absolutely right that all athletes should be able to 

compete on a level playing field. Clean sport is a shared 

responsibility; one in which sport and government should 

work together. 

Bahrain: Capital Punishment 

Asked by Baroness Northover 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment 

they have made of the fairness of the trial of 

Mohammed Ramadhan and Hussain Moosa in Bahrain, 

following the statement by the Minister for the Middle 

East and North Africa that he is “deeply concerned” by 

the reimposition of death sentences against them. 

[HL340] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: We are deeply 

concerned that the death penalty has been issued. The 

Government of Bahrain are fully aware that the UK is 

firmly opposed to the death penalty, in all circumstances. 

The UK has and will continue to monitor the cases closely 

and raise concerns with senior members of the Bahraini 

Government when we have them. 

British Nationality: Children 

Asked by Lord Alton of Liverpool 

To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to the 

Written Answer by Baroness Williams of Trafford on 7 

January (HL2), when they expect to complete their 

considerations of the implications of the High Court 

ruling of 19 December; and how they will (1) consult 

on, and (2)  publicise, next steps which they intend to 

take. [HL195] 

Baroness Williams of Trafford: While this court case 

remains active it would not be right to speculate on next 

steps and potential courses of action. We are, though, 

committed to considering this issue and the judgment 

carefully and plan to do so with the diligence that is 

deserved. 

Buildings: Insulation 

Asked by Lord Bourne of Aberystwyth 

To ask Her Majesty's Government how many 

buildings in London with Aluminium Composite 

Material cladding do not comply with building 

regulation requirements; and what was the figure for 

each of the previous six months. [HL293] 

Viscount Younger of Leckie: Information on the 

number of buildings with Aluminium Composite Material 

cladding systems unlikely to meet building regulations 

that are yet to be remediated is available by local 

authority in Table 2 (attached) of the monthly Building 

Safety Programme data release. The latest information is 

available at 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/

attachment_data/file/851774/Table_2_Building_Safety_D

ata_Release_November_2019.csv/preview 

The Answer includes the following attached material: 

Table 2 [200122 Table 2 Building Safety data.xlsx] 

The material can be viewed online at: 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-

answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2020-01-13/HL293 

Burma: Ports 

Asked by Baroness Goudie 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what discussions 

they have had, if any, with Portia Management Services 

about its management of TMT Port in Yangon, which is 

owned by the Burmese military controlled Myanmar 

Economic Holdings Ltd. [HL306] 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2020-01-13/HL336
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Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: As the recent UN Fact 

Finding Mission report sets out, the Myanmar Military 

and companies linked to it are entrenched across the 

economy. Some of the relationships are opaque, and being 

clear about the precise details of ownership of a company 

or infrastructure is sometimes very difficult. 

Following the publication of the UN Fact Finding 

Mission report, the British Embassy has met regularly 

with British companies, including Portia Management 

Services, and stressed the importance of undertaking 

robust due diligence. 

We offer advice and support on working with 

responsible local partners and encourage all British 

companies to undertake their own due diligence on any 

investment projects. 

Climate Change Convention 

Asked by Baroness Jones of Whitchurch 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what cross-

departmental structures have been put in place to ensure 

they deliver on their global climate change 

commitments at the COP26 Summit in 2020. [HL509] 

Lord Duncan of Springbank: The Government has set 

up a COP26 Unit within Cabinet Office. This unit leads 

on the delivery of the COP26 Summit and it will 

coordinate across Government departments and devolved 

administrations to ensure COP26 objectives are met. 

Commonwealth Games 2022 

Asked by Lord Moynihan 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what (1) 

methodology, and (2) baseline level of physical 

activity, they are using in their capacity as the Physical 

Activity and Wellbeing lead on the Legacy and Benefits 

Steering Group for the Birmingham 2022 

Commonwealth Games "to provide everyone with both 

the inspiration and information to make different and 

better choices" in order to improve levels of physical 

activity. [HL338] 

Baroness Barran: Across the Games partnership we 

are developing an evaluation methodology for Games 

legacy, and this will be published in due course. This 

legacy work will be informed by lessons from previous 

Games, including London 2012 and Glasgow 2014. It will 

also draw on the evidence from Sport England’s £10m 

Local Delivery Pilot investment to promote physical 

activity in hard to reach groups in Birmingham and 

Solihull. 

Improving health and wellbeing, including tackling 

physical inactivity, is a legacy ambition for the 

Birmingham 2022 Commonwealth Games. This will 

include how we maximise the impact of the new sporting 

facilities being delivered for the Games, such as the 

redevelopment of athletics facilities at Alexander 

Stadium, creation of a brand new aquatics centre in 

Sandwell and the addition of new cycle lanes across the 

city. A number of partners are involved in this work 

including Sport England, Sport Birmingham, local and 

regional authorities and the Birmingham 2022 Organising 

Committee. 

Data Protection 

Asked by Lord Clement-Jones 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what steps they 

have taken to achieve an EU–UK data protection 

agreement; and whether any such agreement will 

include continuing participation in the European Data 

Protection Board. [HL296] 

Baroness Barran: In the Withdrawal Agreement the 

government and the EU have committed to use their best 

endeavours to negotiate a future relationship. The free 

flow of personal data is an important underpinning feature 

of this future relationship for both economic and security 

purposes and therefore it is in everyone’s interests that the 

exchange of personal data between EU Member States 

and the UK continues. The EU has an established 

mechanism to allow the free flow of personal data to 

countries outside the EU, called adequacy decisions. 

The EU has committed in the Political Declaration to 

the Commission beginning its adequacy assessment of the 

UK as soon as possible after the UK’s withdrawal, 

endeavouring to adopt adequacy decisions by the end of 

December 2020 if the applicable conditions are met. The 

UK will in the same timeframe take steps to ensure the 

comparable facilitation of transfers of personal data to the 

EU. Data will be able to flow freely between the UK and 

the EU during the Implementation Period. The Political 

Declaration also states that the UK and the EU should 

make appropriate arrangements for cooperation between 

the UK’s Information Commissioner’s Office (ICO) and 

EU Data Protection Authorities. 

Asked by Lord Clement-Jones 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what multilateral 

regimes they intend to (1) continue to participate in, or 

(2) join, to ensure a legal and smooth data transfer 

regime between UK and EU companies after Brexit. 

[HL298] 

Baroness Barran: In the Withdrawal Agreement the 

government and the EU have committed to use their best 

endeavours to negotiate a future relationship. The free 

flow of personal data is an important underpinning feature 

of this future relationship for both economic and security 

purposes and therefore it is in everyone’s interests that the 

exchange of personal data between EU Member States 

and the UK continues. The EU has an established 

mechanism to allow the free flow of personal data to 

countries outside the EU, called adequacy decisions. 

The EU has committed in the Political Declaration to 

the Commission beginning its adequacy assessment of the 

UK as soon as possible after the UK’s withdrawal, 

endeavouring to adopt adequacy decisions by the end of 

December 2020 if the applicable conditions are met. The 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2020-01-16/HL509
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2020-01-13/HL338
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2020-01-13/HL296
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2020-01-13/HL298
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2020-01-13/HL298
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UK will in the same timeframe take steps to ensure the 

comparable facilitation of transfers of personal data to the 

EU. Data will be able to flow freely between the UK and 

the EU during the Implementation Period. The Political 

Declaration also states that the UK and the EU should 

make appropriate arrangements for cooperation between 

the UK’s Information Commissioner’s Office (ICO) and 

EU Data Protection Authorities. 

Defence: Expenditure 

Asked by Lord Jopling 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment 

they have made of the levels of defence spending as a 

percentage of Gross Domestic Product (1) currently 

spent by members of NATO, and (2) spent by each 

member of NATO at the time of the 2014 Wales NATO 

summit. [HL221] 

Baroness Goldie: Please see the table below for levels 

of defence spending by % of GDP currently spent by 

members of NATO, and spent by each member of NATO 

at the time of the 2014 Wales NATO summit. 

This information is according to the NATO press 

release (COMMUNIQUE PR/CP(2019)123) ‘Defence 

Expenditure of NATO Countries (2013-2019)’ published 

on 29 November 2019. 

https://www.nato.int/nato_static_fl2014/assets/pdf/pdf_

2019_11/20191129_pr-2019-123-en.pdf 

Defence expenditures as per cent of GDP - Based on 2015 prices and 
exchange rates 

Nation Defence expenditure 
as a % of GDP 2014  

Defence expenditure 
as a % of GDP 

2019e (current)  

Albania 1.35 1.26 

Belgium 0.98 0.93 

Bulgaria* 1.32 3.25 

Canada 1.01 1.31 

Croatia 1.84 1.68 

Czech Republic 0.95 1.19 

Denmark 1.15 1.32 

Estonia 1.93 2.14 

France 1.82 1.84 

Germany 1.18 1.38 

Greece 2.21 2.28 

Hungary 0.86 1.21 

Italy 1.14 1.22 

Latvia 0.94 2.01 

Lithuania 0.88 2.03 

Luxembourg 0.38 0.56 

Montenegro 1.5 1.66 

Netherlands 1.15 1.36 

Nation Defence expenditure 

as a % of GDP 2014  

Defence expenditure 

as a % of GDP 
2019e (current)  

Norway 1.55 1.8 

Poland 1.85 2 

Portugal 1.31 1.52 

Romania 1.35 2.04 

Slovak Republic 0.99 1.74 

Slovenia 0.97 1.04 

Spain 0.92 0.92 

Turkey 1.45 1.89 

United Kingdom 2.16 2.14 

United States 3.73 3.42 

* Defence Expenditure does not include pensions. 

e - Figures for 2019 are estimates 

According to NATO’s latest spending figures, the UK’s 

Defence spending has increased year-on-year since 2017. 

When looking at Defence spending, it is not appropriate 

to compare ‘like for like’ because the nature of Defence 

spending changes over time. 

Defence spending is about assessing the threats we face 

and ensuring that we have the capabilities necessary to 

deal with them. 

Democratic Republic of Congo: Ethnic 

Groups 

Asked by Lord Alton of Liverpool 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment 

they have made of the report by the Office of the United 

Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights DRC: 

inter-ethnic violence in Ituri, published on 10 January; 

and what steps they are taking to avert any such 

violence. [HL281] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: The UK remains 

concerned by the human rights situation in the 

Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC). The report by 

the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for 

Human Rights (UNHCHR) highlights a worrying trend in 

intercommunal violence in Ituri province. British 

Embassy Officials regularly raise human rights and rule 

of law with the DRC Government, and have urged it to 

investigate and hold to account those accused of 

committing acts of violence, including members of the 

security forces. The Foreign Secretary raised the 

importance of tackling insecurity with President 

Tshisekedi on 20 January. 

The UK works to improve the human rights situation in 

DRC, including by helping to educate human rights 

defenders and by promoting conflict resolution. The UK 

helps fund the United Nations Joint Human Rights Office, 

which tracks human rights abuses and violations in DRC, 

as well as TRIAL International which works to bring 

perpetrators to justice. In Ituri specifically, our work with 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2020-01-08/HL221
https://www.nato.int/nato_static_fl2014/assets/pdf/pdf_2019_11/20191129_pr-2019-123-en.pdf
https://www.nato.int/nato_static_fl2014/assets/pdf/pdf_2019_11/20191129_pr-2019-123-en.pdf
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2020-01-13/HL281
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the Stabilisation Support Unit of UN peacekeeping 

mission MONUSCO promotes intercommunal 

reconciliation. 

Facebook: Advertising 

Asked by Lord Taylor of Warwick 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment 

they have made of the dangers that may arise from 

Facebook not strengthening regulation of political 

advertisements. [HL353] 

Baroness Barran: The Government regularly engages 

with social media platforms, including Facebook, on a 

number of issues. Whilst we welcome existing steps taken 

by platforms to take more responsibility for the content on 

their platforms, we are clear that these steps do not go far 

enough to protect users online. 

The Online Harms White Paper sets out our plans for 

world-leading legislation to make the UK the safest place 

in the world to be online. This will make companies more 

responsible for their users’ safety online, especially 

children and other vulnerable groups, and will help to 

build trust in digital markets. 

The Online Harms White Paper proposes that under the 

new regulatory framework for online safety, companies 

could be required to improve transparency of political 

advertising, in line with requirements in electoral law. 

The Cabinet Office is also considering this issue as part of 

the Defending Democracy programme, which has been 

set up to protect and secure UK democratic processes and 

strengthen the integrity of UK elections. Last year, the 

Government announced a review into online advertising, 

which will consider the extent to which the current 

regulatory regime is equipped to tackle the challenges 

posed by rapid technological developments in advertising. 

Further details will be set out in due course. 

Football: Racial Discrimination 

Asked by Lord Taylor of Warwick 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what steps they are 

taking to work with the Football Association to combat 

racism in football. [HL428] 

Baroness Barran: Racism or any form of 

discrimination has no place in football or society, and we 

must confront this vile behaviour. 

Together with the Minister for Sport, I met with the FA 

last week and discussed their action on discrimination. 

Whilst progress has been made, there is still more to do 

and we will be calling in all the footballing authorities for 

a further update about their work on this important issue. 

Freezing of Assets: Libya 

Asked by Lord Empey 

To ask Her Majesty's Government when they intend 

to publish the findings of an investigation into the 

unexplained write-down by an unidentified financial 

institution of up to £840 million of frozen Libyan assets 

held in London. [HL303] 

The Earl of Courtown: The Office of Financial 

Sanctions Implementation (OFSI) within HM Treasury 

continues to investigate a discrepancy outlined in our 

previous response. I cannot comment on ongoing cases. 

OFSI only publishes a summary of a compliance case 

when an investigation into a breach of financial sanctions 

results in a monetary penalty. These summaries can be 

found on OFSI’s ‘Enforcement of Financial Sanctions’ 

page on GOV.UK. Further details of the circumstances in 

which OFSI would issue a monetary penalty are available 

in the ‘Monetary Penalties for Breaches of Financial 

Sanctions – Guidance’, also available on OFSI’s 

GOV.UK page. 

Huawei: 5G 

Asked by Lord Taylor of Warwick 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment 

they have made of remarks by senior officials in the 

United States that adopting Huawei technology in the 

UK's 5G network presents a security risk. [HL429] 

Asked by Lord Taylor of Warwick 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what risk 

assessment they have conducted of the proposed 

adoption of Huawei technology for the UK's 5G 

network infrastructure. [HL430] 

Baroness Barran: The security of the UK’s telecoms 

networks is of paramount importance. The Government 

has undertaken a comprehensive review of the telecoms 

supply chain to ensure the security and resilience of 5G 

and fibre in the UK. The Review, published in July, set 

out the Government’s priorities for the future of 

telecommunications and proposed the introduction of a 

new, strengthened security framework for telecoms 

The Review also considered the use of high risk 

vendors in UK telecoms networks. High risk vendors 

never have been and never will be in the UK’s most 

sensitive networks. A decision on the use of high risk 

vendors in the UK telecoms networks will be made in due 

course following a robust assessment of the risks 

The UK is not considering options that would put at 

risk the UK’s national security or intelligence sharing. 

The Government continues to work closely with the US 

and other international partners on the issue of telecoms 

security. 

India: Nationality 

Asked by Lord Alton of Liverpool 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment 

they have made of the impact of India's Citizenship 

(Amendment) Act 2019 on the (1) persecution, and (2) 

displacement, of the six minority religious groups that 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2020-01-13/HL353
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were not given the eligibility to apply for citizenship in 

India under that Act. [HL374] 

Asked by Lord Alton of Liverpool 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what discussions 

they have had with the government of India about the 

(1) impact of the Citizenship (Amendment) Act 2019 

on religious minorities in India, (2) amendment or 

repeal of that Act, and (3) obligations under Article 18 

of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights to 

protect freedom of religion or belief. [HL375] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: The British High 

Commission in New Delhi and our network of Deputy 

High Commissions across India are following reports on 

the protests against the Citizenship Amendment Act 

(CAA) and the National Register of Citizens, as well as 

the Government of India’s response. We raise our 

concerns with the Government of India where 

appropriate. I discussed the Government of India’s intent 

with the CAA, and public response to the legislation, with 

India’s Minister of State for External Affairs on 19 

December 2019. The British High Commissioner in New 

Delhi also raised this issue with the Indian Government 

on 6 January. 

India has a proud history of inclusive government and 

religious tolerance. Post-election, Prime Minister Modi 

promised to continue this under the guiding principles of 

“together with all, development for all, trust of all”. We 

trust the Government of India will provide reassurances to 

its citizens who are expressing concern about the impact 

this legislation may have. We will continue to monitor the 

situation. 

Internet: Advertising 

Asked by Lord Taylor of Warwick 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment 

they have made of the report by the Norwegian 

Consumer Council, Out of Control: How Consumers 

Are Exploited by the Online Advertising 

Industry, published on 14 January, which states that a 

number of mobile applications are violating the EU 

General Data Protection Regulation. [HL481] 

Baroness Barran: We are aware of the recent report on 

the online advertising industry published by the 

Norwegian Consumer Council. The Data Protection Act 

2018 and the GDPR is in place to ensure that 

organisations, including advertising companies, who 

collect and use personal data do so lawfully and 

transparently. The Information Commissioner’s Office 

(ICO) regulates data protection legislation in the UK. It is 

working with the advertising industry to improve 

compliance with the law and has published the following 

blogs which urge organisations to review their processes 

and systems. Organisations which fail to comply with the 

legislation may be the subject of enforcement action. 

https://ico.org.uk/about-the-ico/news-and-events/blog-

advancing-the-adtech-debate-from-a-data-protection-

perspective/ 12 February 2019 

https://ico.org.uk/about-the-ico/news-and-events/blog-

adtech-fact-finding-forum-shows-consensus-on-need-for-

change/ 07 March 2019 Last year the government 

announced its intention to review how online advertising 

is regulated in the UK, looking at how well the current 

regime is equipped to tackle the challenges posed by 

developments in online advertising. 

Iran: Nuclear Fuels 

Asked by Lord Blencathra 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment 

they have made of the benefits of triggering the dispute 

settlement mechanism under the Joint Comprehensive 

Plan of Action, following the government of Iran’s 

statement that it will no longer abide by any of the 

restrictions imposed by that nuclear deal. [HL447] 

Asked by Lord Blencathra 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what steps they 

plan to take to ensure that the timelines for negotiations 

with the government of Iran under the dispute 

settlement mechanism of the Joint Comprehensive Plan 

of Action are not extended. [HL448] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: We are committed to 

bringing Iran back into full compliance with its Joint 

Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPoA) commitments 

and preserving the nuclear deal. Iran's reduced 

compliance has non-proliferation consequences. The 

Dispute Resolution Mechanism (DRM) is a process to 

address this serious issue and we are committed to using it 

in good faith to find a viable resolution to Iran's 

compliance issues. The UK remains determined to work 

with Iran on a diplomatic way forward. As the joint 

statement from the Prime Minister, President Macron and 

Chancellor Merkel said on 14 January we need to define a 

long-term framework for Iran's nuclear programme. We 

need a deal which everyone respects the terms of, and 

which takes the threat of a nuclear-armed Iran off the 

table. 

Parties to the deal control this process – it is designed to 

be flexible and extendable in order to find a solution to 

the problem. Our objective in triggering the DRM is to 

preserve the nuclear deal and bring Iran back into 

compliance. 

Asked by Lord Blencathra 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what discussions 

they have had with the President of the United States 

about his government’s assessment in 2018 that Iran 

was in breach of the Joint Comprehensive Plan of 

Action; what assessment they have made of the impact 

of the decision by the UK not to reach the same 

assessment at that time;  and what discussions they have 
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had with the government of the US since the 

government of Iran’s declaration that it will no longer 

abide by any restrictions imposed by that nuclear deal. 

[HL449] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: The UK worked very 

closely with France, Germany and US counterparts to 

address President Trump's concerns that Iran was in 

breach of the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action 

(JCPoA), involving months of intense discussions. We 

have been consistently clear that the JCPoA remains the 

best way of preventing nuclear proliferation and we hope 

it will remain. We want to see Iran come back to full 

compliance, and remain in close contact with our 

European partners and the US on this issue. 

The UK is in close contact with the US at a number of 

levels: the Prime Minister spoke to President Trump on 8 

and 12 January and the Foreign Secretary met with 

Secretary of State Pompeo in Washington on 9 January. 

As the Prime Minister has said before, including in New 

York in September 2019, if in the future we could agree a 

better deal with Iran that has the support of the US, then 

that is something we would work towards. 

Israel: Palestinians 

Asked by Baroness Tonge 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment 

they have made of reports that Israeli forces shot live 

rounds at Palestinian children in Al-Jalazun refugee 

camp, injuring two, on 17 November 2019. [HL358] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: We are aware of reports 

that two Palestinian children were shot by Israeli forces' 

live fire during clashes that broke out in al-Jalazun 

refugee camp on 17 November 2019. The UK is very 

concerned at the high numbers of Palestinians killed by 

the Israel Defense Forces (IDF) in the West Bank and 

Gaza. We have expressed our concerns about the use of 

live ammunition and excessive force by the IDF with the 

Israeli authorities, encouraging them to carry out 

transparent investigations into whether the use of live fire 

had been appropriate. We will continue to raise our 

concerns at all levels. 

Asked by Baroness Tonge 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what 

representations they have made the government of 

Israel about Palestinian tax revenues being withheld. 

[HL360] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: We have repeatedly 

raised with the Government of Israel our concerns about 

Israel's decision to withhold tax revenues to the 

Palestinian Authority (PA). Officials from our Embassy 

in Tel Aviv did so most recently on 17 December 2019. 

We expect economic and fiscal agreements between Israel 

and the PA to continue to be fully implemented. 

Jerusalem: Palestinians 

Asked by Baroness Tonge 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment 

they have made of reports by the Association for Civil 

Rights in Israel that large amounts of Palestinian 

children have been arrested since the launch of regular 

Israeli police raids in Isawiyeh, East Jerusalem, and that 

Israeli police are violating the rights of minor suspects 

in that area. [HL357] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: The UK has strong 

concerns about continued reports of ill-treatment of 

Palestinian minors in Israeli military detention. We 

remain committed to working with Israel to secure 

improvements to the practices surrounding children in 

detention in the country. We welcomed progress made 

with recent Israeli policy amendments. This includes a 

reduction in the number of detainees aged 12 to 14 years 

old, the increase in the age of maturity from 16 to 18 

years old, the establishment of separate juvenile courts 

and the enactment of a special statute of limitations for 

minors. Initial detention periods have also been shortened. 

However, we continue to make representations to the 

Israeli authorities on the treatment of Palestinian children 

in detention. Officials from our Embassy in Tel Aviv did 

so most recently on 17 December. We continue to 

monitor the situation in Isawiyeh closely. 

London North Eastern Railway: Standards 

Asked by Lord Bradshaw 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what was the 

percentage of train cancellations between Leeds and 

London in both directions in 2019. [HL203] 

Asked by Lord Bradshaw 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what was the 

percentage of weekday journeys for which Hitachi 

provided the required number of units to operate the 

scheduled train service between Lincoln and London 

since they were introduced on 21 October 2019, 

compared to the total number of scheduled journeys. 

[HL204] 

Asked by Lord Bradshaw 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what was the 

percentage of weekday journeys completed by LNER 

with the required number of Hitachi coaches to operate 

services compared to the total number of scheduled 

weekday journeys. [HL205] 

Baroness Vere of Norbiton: The Department does not 

hold the data requested. The noble Lord may wish to 

request this information from LNER, who can be 

contacted at East Coast House, 25 Skeldergate, York, 

YO1 6DH. 
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Malaysia: Plastics 

Asked by The Lord Bishop of Salisbury 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment 

they have made of the illegal shipment of plastic waste 

from the UK to Malaysia, following the decision by the 

government of China to ban any international plastic 

waste being processed within mainland China. [HL226] 

Lord Goldsmith of Richmond Park: The Government 

is deeply concerned about the illegal trade in waste, 

including reports of illegal plastic waste exported from 

the UK to Malaysia. Recognising the difficulties 

experienced by some countries in managing imports of 

plastic waste, the Queen’s Speech on the 19 December 

included a commitment to ban the export of polluting 

plastic wastes to countries that are not members of the 

Organisation for Economic Cooperation and 

Development (OECD). We will consult this year on the 

date by which this should be achieved. 

We are working closely with the Malaysian 

Government to support the return of 42 improperly 

documented containers of plastic waste. In addition, the 

British High Commission in Kuala Lumpur is currently 

supporting the Malaysian Government in tackling the 

wider plastic waste problem. This includes sharing UK 

experience as well as collaborating with the Malaysian 

Government in developing a Malaysian version of a 

Plastics Pact (a cross stakeholder grouping) to drive more 

effective management of plastic and plastic wastes. My 

department and the British High Commission also 

facilitated a technical meeting in Kuala Lumpur between 

UK and Malaysian enforcement authorities to improve 

plastic waste export/import protocols. 

While we acknowledge that there is a legitimate export 

market for plastic waste as a secondary raw material, we 

take firm action to enforce against those engaged in the 

illegal export of contaminated, low quality and 

unrecyclable plastic wastes. 

Compliance with the legislation on waste shipments is 

monitored by the UK’s four environmental regulators[1]. 

In England in 2018/19 the Environment Agency inspected 

almost 1,000 shipping containers at ports and returned 

over 200 of those to sites. During this period, the 

Environment Agency also prevented 12,000 tonnes of 

waste from reaching ports which may have otherwise 

been exported illegally. Any operators found to be 

illegally exporting waste can face severe sanctions – from 

financial penalties to imprisonment for a period of up to 

two years. 

[1] The Environment Agency in England, the Scottish 

Environment Protection Agency, the Northern Ireland 

Environment Agency and Natural Resources Wales 

Manufacturing Industries: North East 

Asked by Baroness Armstrong of Hill Top 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what plans they 

have to support manufacturing in the North East of 

England. [HL376] 

Lord Duncan of Springbank: The Government 

recognises the importance of manufacturing to the North 

East and to the economy. Through the North East Local 

Enterprise Partnership Growth Deal, we are supporting 

job growth and economic development with £379.6 

million of funding from the Local Growth Fund. This 

includes £42 million of funding for the International 

Advanced Manufacturing Park (IAMP) in Sunderland. 

Sunderland Council estimates that the IAMP will attract 

£300 million of private sector investment to help grow 

local manufacturing sectors. 

We are also giving over £600 million to support the 

High Value Manufacturing Catapult network; their Centre 

for Process Innovation at Wilton focuses on the 

commercialisation of innovation, research and 

development, helping North East manufacturers to 

develop and adopt cutting edge technology. 

NHS: Negligence 

Asked by Lord Hunt of Kings Heath 

To ask Her Majesty's Government how many clinical 

negligence claims involving the NHS were litigated 

because of issues in dispute involving breach of duty or 

causation in the last year for which figures are 

available. [HL258] 

Baroness Blackwood of North Oxford: NHS 

Resolution handles clinical negligence claims on behalf of 

National Health Service organisations and independent 

sector providers of NHS care in England. 

NHS Resolution is unable to provide the data requested 

as they do not capture the specific reason for litigation 

broken down into the categories referred to. 

In view of the nature of litigation, disputes can arise 

concerning breach of duty, causation and quantum, or a 

mixture of all of them. The NHS Resolution five-year 

strategy, published in 2017, references its aim to prevent 

claims entering litigation unnecessarily. In certain 

circumstances litigation is unavoidable, for example 

where a child is involved and the court is required to 

approve a damages award or if the statutory limitation 

period has expired for the commencement of legal 

proceedings. 

NHS Resolution 

Asked by Lord Hunt of Kings Heath 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment 

they have made of the criteria by which the NHS 

assesses the merits of clinical negligence claims prior to 

litigation. [HL211] 

Asked by Lord Hunt of Kings Heath 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what estimate they 

have made of the percentage of litigated clinical 

negligence claims involving the NHS which result in 

damages being paid to the claimant. [HL212] 
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Asked by Lord Hunt of Kings Heath 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment 

they have made of the performance of NHS Resolution 

in its case assessment and its possible use of speculative 

denials. [HL213] 

Asked by Lord Hunt of Kings Heath 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment 

they have made of the practice of NHS Resolution of 

paying fees for legal services regardless of outcome. 

[HL214] 

Baroness Blackwood of North Oxford: NHS 

Resolution manages clinical negligence and other claims 

against the National Health Service in England, and 

shares learning from claims to help improve safety for 

patients and staff. NHS Resolution has a responsibility to 

settle justified claims fairly and promptly and defend 

unjustified claims to secure NHS resources. Each case 

must be considered on its own merits and it is important 

that a proper investigation is undertaken. NHS Resolution 

aims to get to the right answer as quickly as possible in 

every case and to help resolve claims sooner, and without 

the need for court proceedings. To support this NHS 

Resolution launched a new mediation service in 

December 2016. 

NHS Resolution strategy specifically references its aim 

to prevent claims entering litigation unnecessarily. In 

certain circumstances litigation is unavoidable, for 

example where a child is involved and the court is 

required to approve a damages award or if the statutory 

limitation period has expired for the commencement of 

legal proceedings. NHS Resolution challenges important 

issues of principle in the courts, including the appeals 

courts where necessary. Decisions to go to trial are not 

taken lightly but sometimes it is necessary so that public 

funds are not spent on compensating cases which do not 

have merit. In 2018/19, of 106 cases taken to trial with 

court judgements handed down, NHS Resolution 

successfully defended 69%. Testing claims at trial often 

has wider implications for other similar cases, potentially 

deterring further claims without merit. In 2018/19 over 

70% of claims were settled without formal court 

proceedings being taken. It is not possible to estimate 

conclusively how many litigated clinical negligence 

claims will result in damages being paid. 

NHS Resolution is an arm’s length body of the 

Department and is accountable to the Department. Its 

performance is subject to regular review through the 

Department’s sponsorship arrangements. The 

Department’s assessment is that NHS Resolution is a 

well-run and efficient organisation and that it has had 

some success, within the current legal framework, in 

containing the cost of NHS litigation. The National Audit 

Office, in its report Managing the costs of clinical 

negligence in trusts published in September 2017, 

corroborated with this assessment. A copy of the report is 

attached. 

NHS Resolution regularly agrees large-scale contracts 

for legal services, using its position as a bulk purchaser to 

obtain the best expertise at value for money for the health 

service. The contracts include a combination of fixed and 

capped fees as well as competitive hourly rates for its 

panel firms, which are also required to support NHS 

Resolution’s work to learn from claims to improve safety. 

The Answer includes the following attached material: 

Managing the costs of clinical negligence [Managing-the-costs-of-

clinical-negligence-in-trusts.pdf] 

The material can be viewed online at: 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-

answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2020-01-08/HL211 

Offences against Children: Rotherham 

Asked by Lord Pearson of Rannoch 

To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to the 

Written Answer by Baroness Williams of Trafford on 4 

April 2018 (HL6553), what is the current status of the 

investigation of the Independent Office for Police 

Conduct into 33 police officers in connection with cases 

of child sexual exploitation in Rotherham. [HL225] 

Baroness Williams of Trafford: The IOPC is 

independent of Government and the police and is 

responsible for the investigations it carries out. We 

understand that the IOPC’s investigation into South 

Yorkshire Police’s response to non-recent allegations of 

child sexual abuse in Rotherham remains ongoing and its 

website does include further background: 

https://policeconduct.gov.uk/investigations/rotherham-

csa-investigations-south-yorkshire-police. 

Pakistan: Religious Freedom 

Asked by Lord Alton of Liverpool 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment 

they have made of (1) reports that Jagjit Kaye was 

kidnapped and forced to convert from Sikhism to Islam, 

and (2) the Pakistan Centre for Social Justice's findings 

that there have been 160 cases of forced conversion 

since 2013 in Pakistan; and what representations they 

intend to make to the government of Pakistan about 

such conversions. [HL373] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: We are concerned about 

ongoing reports of forced marriage and forced conversion 

of Hindu and Christian women and girls. We are aware of 

the reported forced conversion and forced marriage of 

Jagjit Kaur in August 2019. The Government strongly 

condemns the forced marriage and forced conversion of 

women and girls from religious minorities in Pakistan. 

We regularly raise our concerns about the protection of 

minority communities, including religious minorities, 

with the Pakistani Government at a senior level. 

The Foreign Secretary discussed the treatment of 

minority religious communities with Pakistan’s Foreign 
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Minister Qureshi during his visit to the UK in June 2019. 

I raised our concerns about Freedom of Religion or Belief 

and the protection of minority religious communities with 

Pakistan’s Human Rights Minister in November 2019. 

Plastics 

Asked by The Lord Bishop of Salisbury 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what progress they 

have made towards reducing the production of 

unnecessary plastic and encouraging the development 

of alternatives to plastic. [HL227] 

Lord Goldsmith of Richmond Park: The 

Government’s Resources and Waste Strategy (RWS) for 

England, published in December 2018, sets out our plans 

to reduce, reuse, and recycle more plastic than we do 

now. Our target is to eliminate all avoidable plastic waste 

throughout the lifetime of the 25 Year Environment Plan, 

but for the most problematic plastics we are going faster - 

that is why we are working towards all plastic packaging 

placed on the market being recyclable, reusable, or 

compostable by 2025. 

We have already made good progress. The 

Government’s 5p plastic bag charge has led to a 90% 

reduction in the use of plastic carrier bags in the main 

retailers, and last year we consulted on plans to extend the 

charge to all retailers and on increasing the minimum 

charge to at least 10p. A summary of responses will be 

published soon. We have also introduced a world-leading 

ban on the sale of microbeads in rinse-off personal care 

products. 

In 2019, the Government consulted on a number of key 

policy measures set out in the RWS: reforming existing 

packaging waste regulations; exploring the introduction of 

a deposit return scheme for drinks containers; increasing 

consistency in the recycling system; and introducing a tax 

on plastic packaging with less than 30% recycled content. 

These measures will help reduce the production of 

unnecessary plastic and encourage the development of 

alternatives to plastic. In July 2019, the Government 

published its responses to these consultations; more 

detailed consultations on these measures will be published 

this year. As announced in the Queen’s speech the 

forthcoming Environment Bill will include powers to 

enable Government to deliver these measures. 

The Government has also announced £60 million of 

funding through the Industrial Strategy Challenge Fund, 

alongside a £150 million investment from industry, 

towards the development of smart, sustainable plastic 

packaging, which will aim to make the UK a world-leader 

in sustainable packaging for consumer products. To better 

understand some of these new and emerging materials, 

the Government published a call for evidence on the 

development of standards for bio-based, biodegradable, 

and compostable plastics last year. We recognise the role 

these materials could play in reducing the impact of 

plastic waste, however we must be wary of unintended 

consequences. A Government response to this call for 

evidence will be published in spring. 

Pregabalin 

Asked by Lord Greaves 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment 

they have made of the experience of patients who have 

been prescribed Pregabalin, in particular the (1) side 

effects and withdrawal symptoms, and (2) pricing, of 

that medication. [HL252] 

Baroness Blackwood of North Oxford: As with all 

medicines, the Medicines and Healthcare products 

Regulatory Agency, with input from the Government’s 

independent expert advisory body the Commission on 

Human Medicines, keep the safety of pregabalin under 

continual review and ensure the product information 

contains up to date information, issuing updated advice as 

appropriate. Details about the possible side effects are 

provided in the product information for all medicines 

containing pregabalin. 

Prices of pregabalin decreased significantly when it 

came off patent in July 2017 leading to significant savings 

for the National Health Service. NHS expenditure in 

primary care in England on pregabalin went down from 

£315 million in 2016 to £216 million in 2017 and £38 

million in 2018. In 2018, the Supreme Court ruled that all 

patent protection on pregabalin should have expired in 

July 2014. This means that the NHS could have benefited 

earlier from cheaper prices of generic competitors and in 

this respect, the Department is currently considering its 

position. 

Public Libraries 

Asked by Lord Bourne of Aberystwyth 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what plans they 

have, if any, to commission a review of the importance 

of access to public libraries in all parts of England, 

including consideration of the relationship between 

library access and (1) income, and (2) social class. 

[HL386] 

Baroness Barran: Libraries play an important role in 

giving everyone opportunities to improve their life 

chances and achieve their full potential. They serve a 

diverse range of people from all backgrounds and provide 

access to a variety of services. The regularly published 

Taking Part Survey provides details of the proportion of 

adults who have used a public library service at least once 

in the previous 12 months. This includes details of use by 

upper and lower socio-economic groups, as well as by 

index of multiple deprivation. The figures for 2018/19 

indicate that 36.7% of respondents from the upper socio-

economic group and 27.9% of respondents from the lower 

socio-economic group reported visiting a library in the 

last 12 months. We have no plans to conduct a review. 
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Retail Trade: Non-domestic Rates 

Asked by Lord Allen of Kensington 

To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they 

intend to review the impact of business rates on the 

viability of the UK retail sector. [HL191] 

The Earl of Courtown: The Government is committed 

to conducting a fundamental review of business rates and 

will announce details in due course. The Government will 

also increase the business rates retail discount from one-

third to 50% in 2020/21 and extend eligibility to 

independent cinemas and grassroots music venues for the 

first time. 

This is on top of repeated action taken by the 

Government to reduce the burden of rates by £13bn over 

the next five years. This includes doubling the threshold 

for Small Business Rate Relief, meaning 675,000 of the 

smallest businesses pay no business rates at all, and 

switching from RPI to the lower rate of CPI indexation 

which is worth over £6bn in savings to businesses. 

Russia: COE Parliamentary Assembly 

Asked by Viscount Waverley 

To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they 

support the position of the UK's delegation to the 

Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe in 

regard to the suspension of the Russian delegation. 

[HL438] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: The decision to adopt 

rules changes that saw the return of the Russian 

delegation to the Council of Europe Parliamentary 

Assembly (PACE) in June 2019 was a matter for the 

Assembly. Russia's membership of the Council of Europe 

provides access, valued by Russian citizens and human 

rights Non Governmental Organisations, to the European 

Court of Human Rights and is one of the few ways 

available to the international community to hold Russia to 

account for its human rights violations. 

The British Government did not support Russia's 

unconditional return to PACE. We consistently called on 

Russia to fulfil all its obligations as a member state, and 

to adhere to Council of Europe standards on human rights, 

democracy and rule of law. We will continue our efforts 

in the Council of Europe to ensure Russia is answerable 

for its actions. We will also continue to make clear that 

we do not and will never recognise Russia's illegal 

annexation of Crimea. 

Schools: Standards 

Asked by Lord Storey 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment 

they have made of schools in England identified by 

Ofsted as "stuck", having underperformed for the last 

13 years. [HL231] 

Lord Agnew of Oulton: We are committed to tackling 

entrenched underperformance in schools wherever it 

exists. 

In addition to the biggest funding boost for schools in a 

decade: an additional £2.6 billion in 2020-21, £4.8 billion 

by 2021-22 and £7.1 billion by 2022-23 compared to 

2019-20 funding; and £1.5 billion per year to fund 

additional pension costs for teachers, the department 

announced last September that we will provide more 

support to “stuck” schools from high-performing, 

experienced school leaders. This is now in place. 

The department also confirmed that we would work 

with Ofsted so that it can provide more detailed analysis 

on areas for improvement for these schools and will be 

confirming details in due course. This announcement can 

be found at the following link and is attached: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-drive-to-

continue-boosting-standards-in-schools. 

On 10 January, the department also launched a public 

consultation on removing the exemption from routine 

inspection for schools previously rated outstanding by 

Ofsted. The aim is to lift the exemption from September 

2020, subject to the consultation outcome and 

parliamentary approval. Ending the exemption will mean 

all parents have up to date information about every school 

and can be confident that their children’s schools are 

continuing to deliver the best education. The department 

will provide additional funding for these inspections for 

2020-21, and funding for subsequent years will be 

determined through the forthcoming Spending Review. 

The Answer includes the following attached material: 

HL231_announcement 

[HL231_New_Drive_to_Continue_Boosting_Standards_In_School

s.pdf] 

The material can be viewed online at: 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-

answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2020-01-08/HL231 

Social Media: Advertising 

Asked by Lord Taylor of Warwick 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what plans they 

have, if any, to introduce tougher advertising legislation 

for celebrities who do not clearly state that their social 

media posts include branded items which are part of an 

advertising partnership. [HL232] 

Baroness Barran: Last year the government 

announced its intention to review how online advertising 

is regulated in the UK, looking at how well the current 

regime is equipped to tackle the challenges posed by 

developments in online advertising. The announcement 

can be found here: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/jeremy-

wrights-statement-on-the-cairncross-review 

Currently, advertising in the UK is overseen by the 

Advertising Standards Authority (ASA), the industry’s 

independent regulator, which for online advertising 
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enforces the Code of Non-broadcast Advertising and 

Direct & Promotional Marketing (CAP Code) through a 

system of self-regulation. The CAP Code incorporates all 

relevant legislation, including consumer protection 

legislation, and sets standards for accuracy and honesty to 

which advertisers must adhere. This system operates 

independently of government. 

The remit of the ASA extends to the online promotion 

of products by celebrities, if the celebrity has been paid 

(including payment in kind) by an advertiser, and the 

advertiser exerts some form of editorial control over the 

resulting content. To guarantee compliance with the CAP 

Code in such cases, advertisers must ensure that 

endorsements are genuine, claims are accurate and 

advertising is clearly identified as such. The products 

themselves must also adhere to relevant regulation and 

standards. 

If the advertiser does not exert some form of editorial 

control over the resulting content, consumer protection 

legislation still applies and is enforced instead by the 

Competition and Markets Authority (CMA). The CMA 

works closely with the ASA in this area, and expects such 

content to clearly identify any commercial relationship 

and to have regard to the CAP Code. 

The Competition and Markets Authority recently 

investigated social media endorsements by influencers / 

celebrities to ensure that they were being clear to their 

followers, resulting in influencers / celebrities changing 

their practices. They also published a guide to help 

influencers and those working with them to understand 

how to comply with UK consumer protection law. 

Separately to this work, but complementary to the 

government's review of online advertising, the CMA is 

conducting a market study of online platforms and digital 

advertising, and published an interim report in December 

which can be found here: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/cma-lifts-the-lid-

on-digital-giants 

South Western Railway: Strikes 

Asked by Lord Patten 

To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to the 

Written Answer by Baroness Vere of Norbiton on 7 

January (HL62), what assessment they have made of 

the impact of the South Western Railway strikes that 

began on 2 December 2019 on (1) schools, and (2) 

hospitals, in areas served by that franchise. [HL410] 

Baroness Vere of Norbiton: The Government is 

concerned with the impacts these strikes are having on 

business and the travelling public including those 

travelling to work, hospitals or places of education 

whether as workers, patients and students or as teachers or 

health workers. The Government will be undertaking 

detailed assessments in the process of preparing 

Minimum Service Level legislation. 

Syria: Sanctions 

Asked by Lord Hylton 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what plans they 

have to seek evidence on whether the existing sanctions 

on Syria impede the reconstruction of essential civilian 

infrastructure and services. [HL455] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: We keep our Syria 

sanctions under regular review and actively seek to 

minimise their impact on ordinary Syrians, engaging 

regularly with non-governmental organisations to 

understand the practical impact of the sanctions on the 

population. Exemptions and licences already apply to the 

sanctions regime in order to minimise any detrimental 

effects on ordinary Syrians. The sanctions are aimed at 

ending the violent repression of the civilian population in 

Syria by the Assad regime and pressing the regime to 

engage seriously with the political process. 

TransPennine Express: Standards 

Asked by Lord Alton of Liverpool 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment 

they have made of reports that Transpennine Express 

have cancelled up to 40 per cent of trains on some 

routes; what are the reasons for those reported 

cancellations; how long they estimate any cancellations 

to last; what discussions they have had with 

Transpennine Express about the cancellations; and what 

was the outcome of any such discussions. [HL246] 

Baroness Vere of Norbiton: The December timetable 

was designed to be transformative for customers 

travelling on its three new fleets of trains. The full 

December timetable included a new direct route from 

Liverpool to Glasgow, the extension of the service from 

Newcastle to Edinburgh and a new service from 

Middlesbrough to Redcar. 

Due to the late delivery and technical issues with its 

new trains which impacted on driver training and 

availability of crews, customers of TransPennine Express 

(TPE) experienced an unacceptable increase in disruption. 

To provide a more stable service, TPE has introduced 

temporary timetable changes between Liverpool Lime 

Street and Edinburgh until the end of January to allow it 

to recover. The Rail North Partnership representing the 

DfT and Transport for the North continues to challenge 

TPE robustly and hold the operator to account on its 

contractual obligations. Only last week, my Rt Hon 

Friend the Secretary of State for Transport called in 

executives from TPE and other industry bodies to 

reinforce this point. If appropriate, we will take action 

under the terms set out in the Franchise Agreement. 

Tree Planting 

Asked by Baroness Jones of Whitchurch 

To ask Her Majesty's Government how many new 

trees have been planted in the UK in each of the last 

five years. [HL510] 
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Lord Goldsmith of Richmond Park: The Forestry 

Commission produces statistics on new planting of 

woodland by area, but not by tree numbers, in the UK. 

These are Official Statistics produced to meet the 

standards of the Code of Practice for Statistics. 

Woodland area statistics can be found on the Forest 

Research web site together with background information 

at: 

https://www.forestresearch.gov.uk/tools-and-

resources/statistics/forestry-statistics/ 

The area of new planting (woodland creation) for the 

UK in each of the last five years, taken from the published 

statistics (which are reported in hectares) is shown below. 

Woodland Area (thousands of hectares) 

Year (ending 31 March3) New planting 

UK 
 

2014-15 10.30 

2015-16 5.65 

2016-17 6.51 

2017-18 9.09 

2018-19 13.40 

Source: Forestry Commission, Forestry England, 

Scottish Forestry, Forestry and Land Scotland, Natural 

Resources Wales, Forest Service grant schemes. 

UK Relations with EU 

Asked by Lord Clement-Jones 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what plans they 

have to collaborate with the EU on matters with a 

transnational impact, in particular (1) data transfer, (2) 

cyber security, (3) fake news, and (4) online harms. 

[HL300] 

Baroness Barran: The Government set out its plans for 

collaborating with the EU on issues relating to cyber 

security and data in the Political Declaration setting out 

the framework for the future relationship between the UK 

and EU. On cyber security, the UK is committed to 

cooperation with the EU to deepen our shared capabilities 

and uphold our shared values. The Declaration sets our 

agreement to continue to exchange information on a 

voluntary, timely and reciprocal basis to help protect the 

United Kingdom and the EU from common threats. 

Regarding data transfers, the Declaration commits the 

European Commission to beginning its adequacy 

assessment of the UK as soon as possible after the UK’s 

withdrawal, endeavouring to adopt Adequacy Decisions 

by the end of December 2020 if the applicable conditions 

are met. The UK will in the same timeframe take steps to 

ensure the comparable facilitation of transfers of personal 

data to the EU. It also states that the UK and the EU 

should make appropriate arrangements for cooperation 

between the UK’s Information Commissioner’s Office 

(ICO) and EU Data Protection Authorities. The UK 

remains committed to working with international partners 

to promote the free flow of data across borders where it is 

adequately protected. 

The Government’s Online Harms White Paper set out 

comprehensive proposals on a range of topics, including 

countering ‘fake news’ or disinformation. These 

proposals will make companies more responsible for their 

users’ safety online, especially children and other 

vulnerable groups, and will help to build trust in digital 

markets. The Government will seek to work with 

international partners to build consensus, and identify 

common approaches to keep citizens safe online, 

including on countering disinformation. 

UK Shared Prosperity Fund 

Asked by Baroness Scott of Needham Market 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what role they 

envisage for the voluntary and community sector in the 

UK Shared Prosperity Fund. [HL419] 

Baroness Barran: The government values the role of 

the Voluntary, Community and Social Enterprise sector in 

the UK; particularly its invaluable role in tackling some 

of the most entrenched societal challenges in the country. 

The Office for Civil Society, within DCMS, is engaging 

with colleagues across government, in particular MHCLG 

and DWP, on the development of the UK Shared 

Prosperity Fund. Our ambition is to ensure that the sector 

does not face unnecessary barriers in accessing future 

funding. 

Officials will continue to engage with the sector as this 

work progresses and will communicate relevant updates. 

Universal Credit: Deductions 

Asked by Baroness Thomas of Winchester 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what plans they 

have, if any, under Universal Credit to stop the 

automatic deduction of a claimant’s debts from the 

standard rate of Universal Credit if creditors have 

agreed a reduction in the rate of repayment. [HL354] 

Baroness Stedman-Scott: The Department’s 

deductions policy strikes a fair balance between a 

claimant’s need to meet their obligations and their ability 

to ensure they can meet their day-to-day needs. From 

October 2019, Universal Credit deductions have been 

reduced to 30% of a claimant’s standard allowance down 

from 40% to better achieve these objectives. 

Creditors can request debts to be collected through 

Universal Credit, typically where other repayment 

methods have been unsuccessful. We are led by the 

creditor, and at any time any creditor could inform us they 

wish to take back responsibility for collecting the debt 

from Universal Credit - such requests would trigger an 
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end to deductions as soon as possible. The rate at which 

repayments are recovered from Universal Credit are set 

out in Schedule 6 to the Social Security Universal Credit, 

Personal Independence Payment, Jobseeker’s Allowance 

and Employment and Support Allowance (Claims and 

Payments) Regulations 2013 – SI 2013/380. 

For any of the deductions laid out in the regulations, 

creditors can approach Universal Credit directly and 

typically there is no requirement for them to proactively 

get the claimant’s consent. Any requests for deductions 

are considered by the Department on an individual basis. 

Where recovery relates to benefit overpayments, this is 

managed in a sensitive way. Maximum deduction rates 

are set out in legislation (Regulation 11 of the Social 

Security (Overpayments and Recovery) Regulations 

2013) and where a claimant cannot afford the proposed 

rate of recovery they can contact the Department’s Debt 

Management team so this can be reviewed. If a reduction 

in the repayment rate is agreed, we will implement it 

quickly so that payments are adjusted accordingly. 

The Department is always developing our 

understanding on the impact deductions can have on 

claimants, and has heard evidence from external 

organisations on this issue. Ultimately, we have to 

balance these impacts with the need for claimants to meet 

their obligations. 

Uzbekistan: Official Visits 

Asked by Viscount Waverley 

To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they 

intend to invite the President of Uzbekistan to visit the 

UK; and if so, what (1) dates, and (2) topics for 

discussion, are being considered. [HL437] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: The United Kingdom-

Uzbekistan relationship has improved considerably since 

President Mirziyoyev came to power in 2016. We are 

actively engaged in supporting his ambitious reform 

programme and are alive to the opportunities which this 

presents. There is not currently a date for President 

Mirziyoyev to visit the United Kingdom, but the signing 

of a bilateral Partnership and Cooperation Agreement in 

October last year provides the foundation for future 

cooperation in foreign, political and security matters. 

Waste 

Asked by Baroness Jones of Moulsecoomb 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what projections 

they have made of future waste arisings broken down 

by (1) region, and (2) waste authority, in England and 

Wales. [HL263] 

Lord Goldsmith of Richmond Park: Waste is a 

devolved matter and the information provided therefore 

relates to England only. 

The Government has produced projections on total 

waste arisings in England only. These consist of both 

household municipal and commercial and industrial waste 

arisings. They are not broken down by region and local 

authority. 

Some analysis has been published in our Resource and 

Waste Strategy Evidence annex: 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploa

ds/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/765915/rws-

evidence-annex.pdf 

Wind Power: Dorset 

Asked by Baroness Bennett of Manor Castle 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment 

they have made of the viability of the Navitus Bay wind 

farm site. [HL284] 

Asked by Baroness Bennett of Manor Castle 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what plans they 

have to ensure that the Navitus Bay wind farm site is 

successfully developed. [HL285] 

Lord Duncan of Springbank: It is for developers to 

come forward with proposals for potential locations of 

generating stations including offshore windfarms. 

The Secretary of State for Energy and Climate Change 

assessed an application for development consent for a 

wind farm on the Navitus Bay wind farm site in 2015. 

The Secretary of State issued a decision on 11 September 

2015 refusing the grant of development consent for the 

proposed Navitus Bay offshore wind farm. 

The decision was in line with the recommendation of 

the Planning Inspectorate, which examined a wide range 

of issues related to the potential benefits and impacts of 

the project in reaching its conclusion. The Secretary of 

State’s decision letter sets out her consideration of those 

issues. 
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