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Written Statements

Tuesday, 14 January 2020

Armed Policing Code of Practice

[HLWS30]

Baroness Williams of Trafford: My rt hon Friend the
Secretary of State for the Home Department (Priti Patel)
has today made the following Written Ministerial
Statement:

As Secretary of State for the Home Department, | have
today given approval for the College of Policing to issue
the Code of Practice for Armed Policing and Police Use
of Less Lethal Weapons.

The Code of Practice describes the roles and
responsibilities of Chief Officers in relation to armed
policing and less lethal weapons. It is relevant to all
police officers in England and Wales involved in armed
policing or the use of less lethal weapons setting out as it
does the basic principles of the selection, evaluation,
approval, authorisation, acquisition, training and
deployment of these weapons by the police.

The Code replaces the 2003 Code of Practice for the
Police Use of Firearms and Less Lethal Weapons. The
Code has a statutory basis in law, meaning that all police
officers have a duty to have regard to it. The revised Code
of Practice should be used in conjunction with the College
of Policing Authorised Professional Practice (APP) for
Armed Policing. Alongside the APP the Code of Practice
will help to ensure that the police force maintains the high
standards for the police use of firearms, specialist
munitions and less lethal weapons, for which the UK is
renown.

The new Code also addresses the recommendation
made to the Home Office by the Anthony Grainger Public
Inquiry. The Inquiry, which was established following the
shooting of Anthony Grainger by the police in March
2012, concerns the authorisation of new weapon systems.
It stated, ‘The Secretary for State of the Home
Department should ensure that the new Code of Practice
on Police Use of Firearms and Less Lethal Weapons
contains an express prohibition on the use of a new
weapon system by the police service until the approval
process set out in the Code of Practice has been
completed and the new systems has been approved by the
Secretary of State’.

The Government accepts this recommendation. The
revised Code makes clear that all new less lethal weapons
and specialist munitions for use by police forces in
England and Wales, and all significant changes to these
weapons, must be approved by the Home Secretary.

In relation to the other recommendations, addressed to
the police and others, it is the Government’s intention to
provide a formal response in due course, once we have
fully considered the report, and any recommendations
therein. My officials have asked the National Police
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Chiefs’ Council and Greater Manchester Police to set out
how they will respond to the concerns raised by the
Inquiry and improve the safety of armed policing
operations.

Finally, 1 would like to thank our police officers for the
invaluable role they play in keeping the country safe, and
the College of Policing for the work it has done on the
Code of Practice. The Code of Practice has been laid
before Parliament today and copies will be available from
the Vote Office. It will also be available to view on the
College of Policing website:
https://www.college.police.uk/Pages/Home.aspx

and on Gov.uk:

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/armed-
policing-and-police-use-of-less-lethal-weapons-code-of-
practice

ENABLE Funding Scheme

[HLWS29]

Lord Duncan of Springbank: My hon friend the
Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for Small
Business, Consumers and Corporate Responsibility (Kelly
Tolhurst) has today made the following statement:

‘ENABLE Funding’ is a scheme administered by the
British Business Bank which provides senior funding
(effectively at commercial terms) to delivery partners and
is designed to increase funding diversification for leasing
and asset finance providers and peer-to-peer lenders, with
the overall purpose of increasing the supply of debt to
underlying small and medium-sized enterprises.

Since the scheme began in 2014, senior secured funding
has been provided to various delivery partners and their
receivable portfolios have been ‘warehoused’ in a special
purpose entity. The aggregate sum of certain receivable
portfolios reached a desired critical mass whereby a
capital markets refinancing (or securitisation) can
proceed, repaying the funding. The transaction is
expected to complete before the end of the financial year
2019/20.

As part of the transaction, a credit enhancement in the
form of a capped second loss guarantee will be agreed.
The guarantee issued by the Department is capped at up to
£30m and the ‘second loss’ element means that the
participating delivery partners will fund and suffer an
agreed amount up to the first loss threshold should
defaults in the portfolio occur.

The guarantee is not expected to last for more than
seven years and in practice will likely be much shorter.
The beneficiary is the securitisation vehicle (a newly
incorporated entity) which will purchase the facilities as
part of the transaction. The Department will receive a
commercial fee in return for the guarantee.

As a matter of record, | will be laying a Departmental
Minute today explaining the procedure followed and
containing a description of the liability undertaken.
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Retail Prices Index (Consultation)

[HLWS31]

The Earl of Courtown: My right honourable friend the
Chancellor of the Exchequer (Sajid Javid) has today made
the following Written Ministerial Statement.

Yesterday, | wrote to the Chair of the House of Lords
Economic Affairs Committee to inform him that the joint
consultation between the Government and UK Statistics
Authority (UKSA) on a proposed change to address the
shortcomings in the Retail Price Index (RPI) will now
launch at Budget 2020. The consultation had been
scheduled to launch this month. However, following the
general election and my confirmation of the Budget date,
I have agreed with UKSA that the consultation will now
launch at Budget.

The consultation will launch at the Budget on 11
March. It will be open for responses for a period of six
weeks, closing on 22 April. The Government and UKSA
will respond to the consultation before the Parliamentary
summer recess.

Gadaffi-sponsored Terrorism

[HLWS28]

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: My Right Honourable
Friend, the Minister of State for Foreign and
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Commonwealth Affairs (Dr Andrew Murrison), has made
the following written Ministerial statement:

The Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth
Affairs on 4 October formally commenced the
appointment of Mr William Shawcross as his Special
Representative on UK victims of Gadaffi-sponsored IRA
terrorism. This appointment reflects HMG’s strong
commitment to support all UK victims of Libyan-
sponsored IRA terrorism. The Special Representative has
been asked to focus, in the first instance, on investigating
the feasibility of calculating a precise number of people
affected and the compensation due to them from the
Libyan Government. This is an important preliminary
step. The Foreign and Commonwealth Office (FCO)
believes that, provided the Special Representative acts
honestly, reasonably, in good faith and without
negligence in the performance of his obligations under the
terms and conditions agreed with him, he should be
indemnified against any liability arising from this role.
The FCO notified Parliament of its intention to undertake
this contingent liability on 15 October 2019. As
Parliament dissolved before the 14 sitting days required
for its consideration expired, the Departmental Minute is
being re-laid today in the House of Commons. Further
details are set out therein.
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Accident and Emergency Departments:
Standards

Asked by Lord Hunt of Kings Heath

To ask Her Majesty's Government when they expect
the NHS to meet the four hour accident and emergency
waiting time target. [HL130]

Asked by Lord Hunt of Kings Heath

To ask Her Majesty's Government when they expect
the NHS to meet the Consultant Led Treatment waiting
time target. [HL131]

Baroness Blackwood of North Oxford: Demand on
the National Health Service hospitals continues to grow,
with an increase in attendances to accident and emergency
of over 6% in December 2019 compared to December
2018. Despite this increase in demand, the NHS continues
to provide high quality care, and is seeing more people
than ever before, in a timely manner.

The NHS Long Term Plan sets out our plans for
transformation and improvement across the NHS. In the
shorter term, the NHS Accountability Framework for
2019-20 outlines how NHS England and NHS
Improvement will continue ongoing service development
so that performance is maintained and improved,
including with the commencement of the redesign of
outpatient services.

Further to this, at the Government’s request, NHS
England and NHS Improvement is also working with
clinical leaders across the system to review our
performance standards and will update on this in due
course.

Coventry University
Asked by Lord Patten

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment
they have made of the benefits to Coventry University
of having, in addition to the vice-chancellor, five
deputy vice-chancellors, eight pro-vice-chancellors and
seven assistant pro-vice-chancellors. [HL151]

Baroness Berridge: Effective management of a
university and meeting the demands of high-quality
teaching, research and delivering quality outcomes for
students is a complex task. Decisions on the structure of
leadership teams or the job titles within any institutional
hierarchy are an issue of institutional autonomy.
However, students and taxpayers all contribute to our
higher education system, and rightly expect value for
money. We have set up the regulator, the Office for
Students (OfS), to regulate the higher education sector
and ensure it is delivering real value for money. Where
issues with senior staff pay lead to concern, the OfS has
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power to carry out independent reviews of a provider’s
governance to ensure that these arrangements are fit for
purpose.

Employment: Disability
Asked by Lord Shinkwin

To ask Her Majesty's Government what estimate they
have made of the number of job outcomes for disabled
people that can be definitively attributed to the
Disability Confident Scheme; and what methodology
they used to support that estimate. [HL165]

Asked by Lord Shinkwin

To ask Her Majesty's Government what estimate they
have made of the number of (1) total employers, and (2)
the total workforce, in the UK who fall within the
Disability Confident Scheme. [HL166]

Asked by Lord Shinkwin

To ask Her Majesty's Government what evidence
there is that organisations signed up to the Disability
Confident Scheme (1) are more inclusive of disabled
employees and jobseekers, and (2) employ disabled
people in larger numbers, than employers who have not
signed up to that scheme. [HL167]

Asked by Lord Shinkwin

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment
they have made of the briefing by Kim Hoque and Nick
Bacon Response to the UK Government's reforms of
Disability Confident level 3, published in November
2019.[HL170]

Baroness Stedman-Scott: The analysis and
recommendations in ‘A Response to the UK
Government's reforms of Disability Confident level 3° are
a useful contribution to the debate about the future policy
development of Disability Confident. On 6 January 2020,
Department for Work and Pensions officials met with the
authors, Kim Hoque and Nick Bacon, and Philip
Connolly of the Leonard Cheshire organisation, to discuss
the report.

In November 2018, we published the results of survey
research commissioned from Ipsos MORI, which
explored the effect that signing up to the Disability
Confident scheme had on recruitment and retention
attitudes towards disabled people. Half of all employers
interviewed for the study said they had recruited at least
one person with a disability, long-term health or mental
health condition as a result of joining the scheme. Among
larger employers, nearly two thirds reported the same. It
was not technically possible to compare employers who
are signed up to Disability Confident with other
employers not signed up to the scheme but otherwise
similar in every way.

As at 31 December 2019, over 15,000 employers had
signed up to Disability Confident. We are not able to
accurately estimate the total workforce currently working
for Disability Confident organisations.
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Fracking
Asked by Lord Greaves

To ask Her Majesty's Government what plans they
have to revoke the moratorium on fracking. [HL253]

Lord Duncan of Springbank: The Government have
no plans to revoke the moratorium on shale gas
extraction.

The Government has always been clear that we will
take a precautionary approach and only support shale gas
exploration if it can be done in a safe and sustainable way,
and that we will be led by the science on whether this is
indeed possible.

It remains our policy to be guided by the evidence and
to minimise disturbance to those living and working
nearby to shale gas exploration sites, and to prevent the
risk of any damage.

The moratorium will be maintained unless compelling
new evidence is provided which addresses the concerns
around the prediction and management of induced
seismicity.

India: Nationality
Asked by Lord Singh of Wimbledon

To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to the
comments by the Office of the UN High Commissioner
for Human Rights that the Citizenship (Amendment)
Act 2019 is fundamentally discriminatory against
Muslims, what representations they are making to the
government of India about ensuring equal treatment of
people of all faiths when granting citizenship. [HL171]

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: The British High
Commission in New Delhi and our network of Deputy
High Commissions across India are following reports on
the protests against the Citizenship Amendment Act
(CAA) and the National Register of Citizens, as well as
the Government of India’s response. We raise our
concerns with the Government of India where
appropriate. I discussed the Government of India’s intent
with, and popular response to, the CAA with India’s
Minister of State for External Affairs on 19 December
2019. The British High Commissioner in New Delhi also
raised this issue with the Indian Government on 6
January.

International Crisis Group: Finance
Asked by Lord Naseby

To ask Her Majesty's Government whether the
International Crisis Group is in receipt of any
Government funding; and if so, whether that funding is
provided to the charity (1) in general, or (2) for specific
projects. [HL149]

Baroness Sugg: The International Crisis Group (ICG)
receives DFID funding through UK Aid Connect. UK Aid
Connect supports programmes led by consortia of diverse
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organisations to create solutions to complex problems
facing the poorest people. ICG is a partner within the
Smart Peace programme led by Conciliation Resources
and receives funding to carry out particular work within
that programme.

Overall funding to the Smart Peace programme is
£11.9m for the period 2018-2022. The consortium
combines expertise in conflict analysis, community
dialogue, elite mediation, evaluation, policy influence and
behavioural science to deliver targeted and adaptive
conflict resolution interventions in Central African
Republic (CAR), Myanmar and Nigeria.

Overseas Aid
Asked by Baroness Tonge

To ask Her Majesty's Government what plans they
have to retain (1) the Department for International
Development as a separate Whitehall department, with
a Secretary of State for International Development, and
(2) the Independent Commission for Aid Impact.
[HL186]

Baroness Sugg: All Machinery of Government changes
are a matter for the Prime Minister.

The integrated defence, security, and foreign policy
review will create the opportunity to reimagine how the
UK engages internationally in the context of Global
Britain. DFID is proactively supporting this work.

Trade Agreements: Japan
Asked by Lord Allen of Kensington

To ask Her Majesty's Government when they
anticipate making a trade agreement with Japan.
[HL190]

The Earl of Courtown: Our exit from the EU provides
an unprecedented opportunity to strengthen our
relationship with Japan, which is among the UK
government’s priority countries for negotiating a bilateral
trade deal. Both parties have agreed that they will work
quickly to build a new economic partnership and we have
already laid the groundwork for a future negotiation
through our call for input which ran between 20
September and 4 November 2019.

Universities: Crime
Asked by Lord Taylor of Warwick

To ask Her Majesty's Government what discussions
they have had with UK Universities about reports that
universities are not reporting crime statistics. [HL175]

Baroness Berridge: Criminal acts and misconduct are
unacceptable in our world-leading universities, which
should be safe and inclusive environments. Universities
are autonomous institutions, and it is for each provider to
determine what information should be collected and
reported. Institutions have no statutory requirement to
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report crime statistics but have a responsibility to ensure
students feel safe and able to report incidents, and to
provide robust policies and procedures to address all
forms of misconduct.

Current recorded crime statistics cover incidents
reported to police. Where an institution (or the victim
themselves) report the matter to the police it will be
recorded and therefore captured in crime statistics. The
government is aware that third party organisations collate
data relating to incidents reported as taking place in
Higher Education Providers (HEPs) and officials monitor
this information.

The government expects providers to keep records of
incidents disclosed to them and act swiftly to investigate
and address them, with police involvement where
necessary. Effective data collection processes enable
HEPs to review and analyse reported incidents and
complaints to inform continuous improvement. HEPs
should continue to break down barriers to reporting, to
ensure students and staff feel safe and able to report
incidents.

The government continues to work closely with
Universities UK (UUK) on implementing its Changing
the Culture framework. The most recent progress report,
published in October 2019, showed that 72% of
responding institutions had developed or improved
recording of data on incidents with a more centralised
approach. UUK are also supporting HEPs in handling
misconduct and criminal offences, including working
with the Police Association of Higher Education Liaison
Officers to explore how to best support information
sharing between police forces and universities, and
government officials meet regularly with UUK
representatives.

Weather: Forecasts
Asked by Lord Jopling

To ask Her Majesty's Government how they monitor
the accuracy of weather forecasts issued by the
Meteorological Office; and whether the accuracy of
forecasts has (1) increased, (2) decreased, or (3)
remained the same during the last five years. [HL222]

Lord Duncan of Springbank: The core task of the Met
Office is to deliver the Public Weather Service (PWS).
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The PWS Customer Group (PWSCG), which has an
independent chair responsible to the Minister of State for
Universities, Science, Research and Innovation, monitors
the delivery of the PWS against agreed performance
indicators and targets, including the accuracy of public
facing forecasts.

Over the last 5 years, the PWSCG has set targets each
year for the accuracy of forecasts for maximum and
minimum temperature, 3 hourly temperature, wind speed
and wind direction at days 1, 3, and 5 ahead. During this
period the accuracy of all these forecasts has increased.

In addition, the Met Office has a performance indicator
that compares the accuracy of its global forecast model
against other global modelling centres to demonstrate that
it is maintaining its position in global forecast accuracy.
Over the last 5 years the Met Office has maintained its
position as the leading national meteorological service.

WTO Dispute Settlement Body: Judges
Asked by Baroness Hooper

To ask Her Majesty's Government what steps they
have taken to ensure the necessary appointments of new
judges are made to the World Trade Organisation
Dispute Settlement Body in order to be able to enforce
any rulings on international trade disputes. [HL125]

The Earl of Courtown: The UK is a strong supporter
of the World Trade Organisation (WTO) dispute
settlement system. The UK continues to support
resolution of the impasse and the appointment of dispute
settlement appeal-adjudicators. The UK has actively
participated in discussions at the WTO since January
2019 aimed at relaunching such appointments, and the Rt
Hon Conor Burns MP, Minister of State, was personally
at the WTO, on the first working day of 2020, to affirm
our support for the international rules-based system.

In December 2019, the Director-General of WTO
announced that he would conduct more intensive
consultations with WTO Members towards this goal. The
UK will engage closely in these consultations.

The UK has engaged on this issue in other fora such as
the World Economic Forum, G7, G20, Commonwealth,
and OECD Ministerial Council meeting.
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