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Written Statements 
Thursday, 14 June 2018 

Agriculture and Fisheries Council 

[HLWS741] 

Lord Gardiner of Kimble: My Hon Friend Minister of 

State for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (George 

Eustice) has today made the following statement: 

Agriculture and Fisheries Council will take place on 18 

June in Luxembourg. 

As the provisional agenda stands, the primary focus for 

fisheries will be a presentation by the European 

Commission on the state of play of the Common Fisheries 

Policy (CFP) and consultation on the fishing opportunities 

for 2019. 

Council will exchange views on a Regulation on the 

European Maritime and Fisheries Fund, followed by an 

exchange of views concerning a Regulation amending 

Council Regulations as regards fisheries control. 

The primary focus for agriculture will be an exchange 

of views on the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) post 

2020. Council will discuss three regulations during this 

item: a Regulation on CAP Strategic Plans; a Regulation 

on Financing, management and monitoring of the CAP; 

and a Regulation on common market organisation of 

agricultural products. 

The Commission will also provide an update on the 

situation in EU agricultural markets. 

There are currently six items scheduled under ‘Any 

other business’: 

- protection of honeybees and other pollinators 

- memorandum on the CAP in the context of the next 

MFF 

- decreasing availability of water for agriculture in 

Cyprus 

- disposal of skimmed milk powder stocks 

- situation in the pig meat market 

- joint declaration of the ministers of agriculture of 11 

Member States (Czech Republic, Hungary, Poland, 

Slovakia, Bulgaria, Croatia, Romania, Slovenia, Estonia, 

Latvia, and Lithuania) on the Vision of the Central 

Eastern European Initiative for Knowledge-based 

Agriculture, Aquaculture and Forestry in the Bio-

economy ‘BIOEAST’.     

Transport Council 

[HLWS742] 

Baroness Sugg: My Right Honourable friend, the 

Secretary of State for Transport (Chris Grayling), has 

made the following Ministerial Statement: 

I attended the only formal Transport Council under the 

Bulgarian Presidency (the Presidency) in Luxembourg on 

Thursday 7th June. 

The Council reached a General Approach on a proposal 

to revise the current Regulation on safeguarding 

connectivity and competition in international air transport, 

which is intended to provide protection against 

subsidisation and unfair pricing practices in the supply of 

air services from non-EU countries. During the 

discussion, I emphasised the importance of connectivity, 

consumer choice and avoiding market distortions. 

Following this, the Council adopted the Presidency’s 

proposal for a General Approach on the Directive on port 

reception facilities. I supported the aim to further protect 

the marine environment against illegal discharges of 

waste from ships and to ensure the efficiency of maritime 

operation in ports, and recognised that concerns raised by 

the UK had been addressed. 

Next, the Presidency presented a Progress Report on the 

revised rail passengers’ rights and obligations Regulation, 

which was noted by the Council. 

Following this, the Council considered a number of 

files in Phase One of the Mobility Package (published in 

May 2017). Firstly, the Presidency concluded that the 

Council had reached a General Approach on the 

compromise proposal on the revised European electronic 

road tolling services (“EETS”) Directive, on which I 

voiced my support. Next, when considering the proposed 

Directive on hired goods vehicles, the Presidency 

observed it did not have sufficient support for a General 

Approach and concluded that the Council was unable to 

adopt the proposal. In the discussion, I noted that the UK 

supported the General Approach, but acknowledged that 

other Member States wanted further discussion. 

Over lunch, Ministers discussed the financing of 

infrastructure projects in the EU and connectivity in the 

Western Balkans. 

Following this, the Presidency presented Progress 

Reports on the remaining elements of Phase One of the 

Mobility Package, covering proposals designed to 

improve the clarity and enforcement of the EU road 

transport market (the 'market pillar' ), and proposals on 

the application of social legislation in road transport (the 

'social pillar' ). I outlined the outstanding areas of concern 

for the UK and committed to working constructively 

toward a General Approach and deal moving forward. 

Next, the Presidency presented two Progress Reports on 

proposals from Phase Two of the Mobility Package 

(published November 2017). The Presidency provided 

updates on the proposal to amend the current combined 

transport Directive, which aims to encourage and 

facilitate modal shift away from the roads and onto 

alternative means of transport, and to reduce congestion, 

and the clean and energy-efficient vehicles  Directive. 

Under Any Other Business, several items were 

discussed. Notably, Commissioner Bulc presented the 

third and final Mobility Package proposals, which focused 

on safety and technology in transport. Commissioner Bulc 

also presented an action plan on military mobility; in 

reply to Luxembourg, she confirmed that a range of 

actions were being pursued under the EU cycling strategy 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-statement/Lords/2018-06-14/HLWS741/
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and, in reply to Finland, set out plans for an upcoming 

public consultation on summertime arrangements. 

Furthermore, Sweden noted the 18-19 June summit on 

connected and autonomous vehicles in Gothenburg; and 

Austria presented transport plans for its incoming 

Presidency of the Council of the European Union. 

Regarding bilateral engagement, I met with 

Commissioner Bulc and my ministerial counterparts from 

Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Denmark, Finland, France, 

Germany, Netherlands, Malta, Poland and Romania. 
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Written Answers 
Thursday, 14 June 2018 

Agriculture 

Asked by Baroness Jones of Whitchurch 

To ask Her Majesty's Government how many 

organisations and individuals contributed to the 

Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs' 

Health and Harmony: the future for food, farming and 

the environment in a Green Brexit consultation 

document; when the list of contributors will be 

published; and when their response will be published. 

[HL8415] 

Lord Gardiner of Kimble: Over 44,000 responses 

have been received to the government’s consultation 

“Health and Harmony: the future for food, farming and 

the environment in a Green Brexit”, which closed on 8 

May 2018. Responses were received from a wide range of 

stakeholders including farmers, environmental and food 

and farming related organisations, and the general public. 

All responses are being analysed and a report of the 

findings will be published in due course. This will include 

further information on the demographics of respondents 

and a list of organisations who responded. 

Balkans: Foreign Relations 

Asked by Lord Hylton 

To ask Her Majesty's Government whether the 

agenda of the Western Balkans Summit meeting in July 

will be published in advance; whether it will include the 

issue of youth unemployment in the region; and to what 

extent regional non-governmental organisations will be 

involved. [HL8276] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: The agenda of the 

Western Balkans Summit meeting in July will be shared 

with participants in advance. Details of the topics and 

themes the leaders and ministers will discuss are detailed 

on the .gov.uk Western Balkan Summit webpage, and 

more will be published as the Summit approaches. 

The Summit is an important opportunity for civil 

society and young people from across the region to share 

their views with attending leaders. We have engaged with 

civil society and youth prior to the Summit to help shape 

the agenda. They have told us that youth unemployment 

in the region is a major challenge, which they intend to 

raise with ministers at the Summit. The Summit will also 

focus on regional economic integration, connectivity, 

digital and entrepreneurship – all of which can 

significantly impact youth unemployment. 

Non-governmental organisations have been invited to 

the Summit to contribute their expertise and help shape 

initiatives. 

Commonwealth Heads of Government 

Meeting 

Asked by Lord Luce 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what commitments 

they made to the Commonwealth Heads of Government 

Meeting in April 2018; what resources were promised 

for each commitment; and what is the proposed 

timetable for the implementation of each commitment. 

[HL8364] 

Asked by Lord Luce 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what commitments 

were made to the Commonwealth Heads of 

Government Meeting in April 2018 for which they have 

shared responsibility; what resources were promised for 

each commitment; and what is the proposed timetable 

for the implementation of each commitment. [HL8365] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: As stated in the 

Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting: Written 

statement (HLWS616) made by Baroness Evans of 

Bowes Park on 23 April, we agreed a range of actions 

with fellow members to build a Commonwealth which is 

fairer, more sustainable, more secure and more 

prosperous. These commitments were captured in a 

Communiqué and accompanying Leaders' Statement, 

copies of which have been placed in the House of 

Commons Library by the Prime Minister. We refer the 

noble Lord to these statements and documents. 

Duaa Alwadaei 

Asked by Lord Scriven 

To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to the 

Written Answer by Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon on 16 

April (HL6839), how the charges against Duaa 

Alwadaei were confirmed; and what steps they took to 

verify the charges. [HL8318] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: We have been closely 

monitoring the case of Duaa Alwadaei who has been tried 

in absentia after failing to attend court on charges of 

assault. Officials from our Embassy in Bahrain were 

present at the hearing where the charges were read. The 

Government of Bahrain has also released public 

statements on the case. 

Empty Property 

Asked by Lord Bird 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what priority they 

place on the redevelopment of empty homes over new 

builds. [HL8251] 

Lord Bourne of Aberystwyth: Tackling empty homes 

is essential to making the best use of the homes we 

already have. The Government has ensured that local 

authorities have powers and strong incentives to bring 

empty homes back in to use, and the number of empty 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2018-06-06/HL8415
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2018-06-06/HL8415
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http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2018-06-05/HL8364
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2018-06-05/HL8364
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homes has fallen to just over 200,000, down from 

300,000 in 2010. These incentives and powers include the 

New Homes Bonus and the 50% council tax premium for 

homes empty for two years or longer. We have brought 

forward legislation that will double the maximum 

premium rate to 100%. We are also fully committed to 

delivering more of the right homes in the right places to 

fix the broken housing market. Our ambitious package of 

long term reforms puts us on track to create a housing 

market that delivers 300,000 homes a year on average by 

the middle of the next decade. 

Empty Property: Council Tax 

Asked by Lord Patten 

To ask Her Majesty's Government which local 

authorities in England have yet to take up the 

opportunity to apply a council tax premium of 50 per 

cent on unoccupied homes. [HL8372] 

Lord Bourne of Aberystwyth: 35 billing authorities in 

England did not apply a council tax premium in 2017-18 

on homes that have been empty for two years or more – 

which is the latest year for which data is available 

centrally (see table below). Some of these authorities may 

have introduced the premium in 2018-19. Of the 291 

billing authorities that applied a premium in 2017-18, 

three applied premiums at less than the 50% rate. These 

are Harrogate (25%), Richmondshire (10%) and Rutland 

(10%) 

Billing authorities that did not apply a council tax empty homes 

premium in 2017-18 

Amber Valley 

Blaby 

Bolsover 

Bromley 

Bromsgrove 

Broxbourne 

Castle Point 

Cheltenham 

Chiltern 

City of London 

Corby 

Derbyshire Dales 

Dover 

Forest of Dean 

Gloucester 

Gosport 

Hambleton 

 

Billing authorities that did not apply a council tax empty homes 

premium in 2017-18 

Harborough 

Hinckley & Bosworth 

Isles of Scilly 

New Forest 

North East Derbyshire 

North Lincolnshire UA 

North Somerset UA 

North Tyneside 

North West Leicestershire 

Redditch 

Ribble Valley 

Rushcliffe 

Tendring 

Tewkesbury 

Westminster 

Winchester 

Wyre 

Wyre Forest 

European Fighter Aircraft 

Asked by Lord West of Spithead 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what will be the 

cost per aircraft of Eurofighter Typhoon orders in the 

future. [HL8467] 

Earl Howe: I am withholding the costs of Typhoon 

aircraft as their disclosure would prejudice our 

commercial interests. 

False Imprisonment: Compensation 

Asked by Baroness Cox 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what was the total 

amount paid out for unlawful detention claims in 2017. 

[HL8350] 

Lord Keen of Elie: Information for the 2017-18 

financial year is still going through audit and validation 

processes. This will be available once these processes are 

complete. 

Hereditary Peers: By-elections 

Asked by Lord Grocott 

To ask the Senior Deputy Speaker, following the 

announcement of the retirement of Lord Glentoran, 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2018-06-05/HL8372
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2018-06-07/HL8467
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2018-06-05/HL8350
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2018-06-05/HL8350
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which peers are eligible to (1) stand as candidates, and 

(2) vote, in the forthcoming hereditary peers by-

elections. [HL8355] 

Lord McFall of Alcluith: In the forthcoming 

hereditary by-election for the Conservative vacancy, 211 

peers are eligible to stand and 50 are eligible to vote. In 

the forthcoming hereditary by-election for the Crossbench 

vacancy, 211 peers are eligible to stand and 31 are 

eligible to vote. 

Asked by Lord Grocott 

To ask the Senior Deputy Speaker whether the 

hereditary peers by-elections for the vacancies created 

by the retirements of Earl Baldwin of Bewdley and 

Lord Glentoran will be held on the same day. [HL8356] 

Lord McFall of Alcluith: The by-election to replace 

Earl Baldwin of Bewdley will be held on 4 July and the 

by-election to replace Lord Glentoran will be held on 18 

July. 

Asked by Lord Grocott 

To ask the Senior Deputy Speaker whether a hustings 

meeting for candidates in the impending hereditary 

peers by-elections will be arranged. [HL8357] 

Lord McFall of Alcluith: The arrangement of a 

hustings meeting is a matter for the party or group 

concerned. 

Asked by Lord Grocott 

To ask the Senior Deputy Speaker whether candidates 

in the forthcoming hereditary peers by-elections will be 

required to publish an election manifesto. [HL8358] 

Lord McFall of Alcluith: Candidates will be invited, 

but not required, to submit statements (not exceeding 75 

words) in support of their candidature. Such statements 

will be circulated by the House Administration to all 

electors and posted online. 

Asked by Lord Grocott 

To ask the Senior Deputy Speaker whether candidates 

in the forthcoming hereditary peers by-elections will be 

required to make a declaration of their financial 

interests. [HL8359] 

Lord McFall of Alcluith: No. The successful 

candidate will need to register his or her interests after 

joining the House in the same way as any other member. 

Asked by Lord Grocott 

To ask the Senior Deputy Speaker whether candidates 

in the forthcoming hereditary peers by-elections will be 

subject to vetting by the House of Lords Appointments 

Commission. [HL8360] 

Lord McFall of Alcluith: No; the House of Lords 

Appointments Commission does not have a role in the 

hereditary by-election process. 

Hospital Beds 

Asked by Lord Naseby 

To ask Her Majesty's Government how many NHS 

hospital beds there were in England in (1) 1997, (2) 

2007, and (3) 2017. [HL8368] 

Lord O'Shaughnessy: From April 2010, NHS England 

started to publish quarterly information on the numbers of 

available and occupied beds open overnight and day only 

within National Health Service organisations. Previously, 

annual data was published. 

A table showing the numbers of NHS hospital beds for 

the requested years is attached due to the size of the data. 

There has been a long-term reduction in the number of 

general and acute beds open overnight because hospitals 

are dealing with patients more efficiently. The NHS now 

performs more day cases, length of stay is decreasing and 

more people are treated in community settings. 

The Answer includes the following attached material: 

NHS Hospital Bed numbers [Data table for HL8368 

formatted.docx] 

The material can be viewed online at: 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-

answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2018-06-05/HL8368 

Immigrants: Detainees 

Asked by Baroness Cox 

To ask Her Majesty's Government how many people 

have been held in UK immigration detention centres for 

over two months in 2018. [HL8351] 

Baroness Williams of Trafford: Information on the 

number of people in detention, by length of detention is 

available in table dt_12_q of the detention tables in the 

latest release of ‘Immigration Statistics, year ending 

March 2018’, available from the GOV.uk website at: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/

attachment_data/file/709326/detention-mar-2018-

tables.ods Table dt_12_q has also been attached for ease 

of reference. 

People in detention by length of detention  

As at end of quarter Length of detention Total detainees 

2018 Q1 *Total 2,758 

2018 Q1 A: 3 days or less 182 

2018 Q1 B: 4 to 7 days 164 

2018 Q1 C: 8 to 14 days 335 

2018 Q1 D: 15 to 28 days 440 

2018 Q1 E: 29 days to less than 

2 months 

570 

2018 Q1 F: 2 months to less 

than 3 months 

289 

 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2018-06-05/HL8355
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2018-06-05/HL8356
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2018-06-05/HL8357
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2018-06-05/HL8358
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2018-06-05/HL8359
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2018-06-05/HL8360
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2018-06-05/HL8368
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2018-06-05/HL8368
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2018-06-05/HL8368
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2018-06-05/HL8368
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2018-06-05/HL8351
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/709326/detention-mar-2018-tables.ods
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/709326/detention-mar-2018-tables.ods
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People in detention by length of detention  

As at end of quarter Length of detention Total detainees 

2018 Q1 G: 3 months to less 

than 4 months 

167 

2018 Q1 H: 4 months to less 
than 6 months 

254 

2018 Q1 I: 6 months to less than 

12 months 

286 

2018 Q1 J: 12 months to less 

than 18 months 

55 

2018 Q1 K: 18 months to less 
than 24 months 

11 

2018 Q1 L: 24 months to less 
than 36 months 

4 

2018 Q1 M: 36 months to less 

than 48 months 

1 

2018 Q1 N: 48 months or more 0 

The Answer includes the following attached material: 

Table dt_12_q [Table dt_12_q.xlsx] 

The material can be viewed online at: 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-

answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2018-06-05/HL8351 

Israel: Bedouin 

Asked by Lord Judd 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what bilateral and 

multilateral steps they are taking to uphold both 

international law and the principles of the Balfour 

Declaration to call for Israel to halt plans for the 

demolition of Khan Al Ahmar, the home of a 

Palestinian Bedouin community. [HL8283] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: The Foreign Secretary 

issued a statement on 1 June stating that the UK is deeply 

concerned by the proposed demolition of the village of 

Khan al-Ahmar, noting the UN has said that the proposed 

demolitions could amount to “forcible transfer”, in 

violation of International Humanitarian Law and urging 

Israel not to proceed. The Minister of State for the Middle 

East and North Africa visited the community on 30 May 

to stress UK concerns about the impact of the court case 

and in his meetings with the Israeli government he urged 

them to reconsider options so the community did not have 

to move, and pressed for more Palestinian planning 

applications to be approved. 

Asked by Baroness Tonge 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what action they 

will take following the Israeli High Court ruling to 

demolish Khan al-Ahmar, a Bedouin village in the West 

Bank, despite campaigns by European governments to 

save it. [HL8327] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: The Foreign Secretary 

issued a statement on 1 June stating that the UK is deeply 

concerned by the proposed demolition of the village of 

Khan al-Ahmar, noting the UN has said that the proposed 

demolitions could amount to “forcible transfer”, in 

violation of International Humanitarian Law and urging 

Israel not to proceed. The Minister of State for the Middle 

East and North Africa visited the community on 30 May 

to stress UK concerns about the impact of the court case 

and in his meetings with the Israeli government he urged 

them to reconsider options so the community did not have 

to move, and pressed for more Palestinian planning 

applications to be approved. 

Israel: Gaza 

Asked by Baroness Tonge 

To ask Her Majesty's Government why the UK 

abstained from the vote for an investigation by the UN 

Human Rights Council into recent killings in Gaza. 

[HL8328] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: The UK's Representative 

made clear in our statement that the UK fully supports 

and recognises the need for an independent and 

transparent investigation, which includes the extent to 

which Israeli security forces' rules of engagement are in 

line with international law, and the role Hamas played in 

events. The UK abstained on the resolution at the Human 

Rights Council because it was not impartial, and was 

unhelpfully unbalanced. We could not support an 

international investigation that is mandated to look at 

Israel's actions alone. This would not provide a 

comprehensive assessment of accountability. It would risk 

hardening positions on both sides and move us further 

away from a just and lasting resolution to the Israeli-

Palestinian conflict. The UK has called directly on Israel 

to carry out a transparent inquiry into the Israeli Defence 

Forces’ conduct at the border fence and to demonstrate 

how this will achieve a sufficient level of independence. 

This investigation should include international members 

and the findings of such an investigation should be made 

public. 

Asked by Baroness Tonge 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what 

representations they have made to the government of 

Israel about the blocking of a boat from Gaza which 

contained Palestinians requiring medical assistance and 

students trying to reach educational facilities away from 

Gaza. [HL8329] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: While we have not 

discussed this specific issue with the Israeli authorities, 

we continue to call on the Government of Israel to ease 

movement and access restrictions into and out of Gaza. 

The Minister for the Middle East and North Africa raised 

the importance of urgently improving the situation in 

Gaza with the Israeli Deputy Foreign Minister during his 

visit to the region on 30 May, and the Foreign Secretary 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2018-06-05/HL8351
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2018-06-05/HL8351
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2018-06-05/HL8351
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2018-06-04/HL8283
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2018-06-04/HL8327
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2018-06-04/HL8328
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2018-06-04/HL8328
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2018-06-04/HL8329
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raised Gaza with Israeli Prime Minister Netanyahu on 16 

May. 

Israel: Palestinians 

Asked by Baroness Tonge 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what 

representations they are making to the government of 

Israel about the decision made prior to any court ruling 

to evict Palestinians from their homes in Silwan to 

enable Israeli settlers to move in. [HL8330] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: We regularly raise our 

concerns about the situation in East Jerusalem to the 

Israeli authorities, both bilaterally and in co-operation 

with EU partners. While we have not raised the specific 

issue of evictions from Silwan, we are clear that 

demolitions and evictions of Palestinians from their 

homes cause unnecessary suffering to ordinary 

Palestinians; call into question Israel’s commitment to a 

viable two-state solution; and, in all but the most 

exceptional of cases, are contrary to International 

Humanitarian Law. The Minister for the Middle East and 

North Africa (Alistair Burt) visited the East Jerusalem 

neighbourhood of Sheikh Jarrah on 29 May and met a 

Palestinian family at imminent risk of eviction from their 

home. 

Asked by Baroness Tonge 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what 

representations they are making to the government of 

Israel regarding its plans to bar access to the Israeli 

High Court for Palestinians in the West Bank. [HL8331] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: We are not aware of 

plans to bar access to the Israeli High Court for 

Palestinians in the West Bank. We are aware of a draft 

law which would seek to insist that petitions to the High 

Court are only filed by those individuals directly impacted 

by a law (and not non-governmental organisations or 

other organisations acting on their behalf). Our Embassy 

sought clarifications about this proposed law from the 

relevant authorities on 15 March. 

Kosovo: Rule of Law 

Asked by Lord Hylton 

To ask Her Majesty's Government how many records 

and witness statements are held by the European Union 

Rule of Law Mission in Kosovo as uncompleted cases 

involving sexual violence (1) in wartime, and (2) in 

post-war situations; what will happen to these; and 

whether copies of them will be deposited with the UN 

or another suitable international organisation. [HL8275] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: My Department does not 

hold information relating to the number of records or 

witness statements held by the EU Rule of Law Mission 

in Kosovo (EULEX) as uncompleted cases. 

EULEX's current mandate ceases on 14 June. It is the 

Government's view that the time has come for Kosovo's 

judiciary to take on all responsibility for the adjudication 

of legal cases, including cases of sexual violence. During 

EULEX's reconfiguration period of 15 June to 14 

December, case files will be handed over to the relevant 

Kosovo institutions, with the exception of classified files 

held or originated by the United Nations Mission in 

Kosovo (UNMIK), Kosovo Force (KFOR), Organisation 

for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) or 

EULEX itself. For access to such classified files, the 

Kosovo authorities must contact the relevant international 

organisation directly. Prior to the handover of case files, 

EULEX or its successor will conduct a full document 

review to ensure witness security and judicial integrity. 

Military Aircraft 

Asked by Lord West of Spithead 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what consideration 

they have given to running Royal Air Force transport 

aircraft with civilian personnel, similar to the operation 

of the Royal Fleet Auxiliary for the Royal Navy; and 

what cost savings they estimate would be made. 

[HL8466] 

Earl Howe: Although the Ministry of Defence 

routinely makes use of contractor and civil aviation 

aircraft for transportation purposes, there are no plans to 

establish a permanent uniformed organisation equivalent 

to the Royal Fleet Auxiliary. 

Out-patients: Attendance 

Asked by Lord Dobbs 

To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to the 

Written Answer by Lord O'Shaughnessy on 19 March 

(HL6008), why the information surrounding the number 

of missed appointments at hospital out-patient services 

is not collected centrally. [HL8434] 

Lord O'Shaughnessy: As stated in my answer of 19 

March 2018, data for missed outpatient appointments is 

routinely collected and published. 

Data for missed outpatient appointments in the years 

2006-07 to 2016-17 is provided in the following table. 

This includes consultant and non-consultant-led 

appointments. 

Year Total outpatient 

appointments 

Did not attend 

(DNA) 

appointments 

DNA 

appointments as 

% of total 
appointments 

2006-07 63,217,226 5,311,966 8.4% 

2007-08 66,649,484 5,553,244 8.3% 

2008-09 74,853,493 5,993,680 8.0% 

2009-10 84,198,458 6,690,258 7.9% 

2010-11 87,998,505 6,883,886 7.8% 

2011-12 90,956,844 6,785,034 7.5% 

 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2018-06-04/HL8330
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2018-06-04/HL8331
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2018-06-04/HL8275
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2018-06-07/HL8466
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2018-06-07/HL8466
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2018-06-07/HL8434


Page 8 14 June 2018 Written Answers 

Year Total outpatient 

appointments 

Did not attend 

(DNA) 
appointments 

DNA 

appointments as 
% of total 

appointments 

2012-13 94,091,748 6,860,222 7.3% 

2013-14 101,844,824 7,095,839 7.0% 

2014-15 107,188,423 7,442,949 6.9% 

2015-16 113,298,661 7,519,829 6.6% 

2016-17 118,578,912 7,938,009 6.7% 

Source : Hospital Episode Statistics, NHS Digital 

This is a count of hospital appointments, not individual 

patients, as the same person may have been booked into a 

National Health Service hospital on more than one 

occasion. 

Information surrounding the cost of missed 

appointments at hospital out-patient services is not 

collected centrally. 

Personal Health Budgets 

Asked by Lord Turnberg 

To ask Her Majesty's Government how many patients 

are currently in receipt of an NHS personal health 

budget; and what was the total cost of that scheme for 

each of the last three years for which figures are 

available. [HL8535] 

Lord O'Shaughnessy: 28,040 individuals were in 

receipt of a personal health budget as of 2017-18 Q4. 

In terms of the total cost of personal health budgets for 

each of the last three years, these figures are not held 

centrally, as it is clinical commissioning groups who have 

the duty to commission and deliver personal health 

budgets. 

Personal health budgets use existing National Health 

Service money that would already have been spent on an 

individual, in a different way that meets the individual’s 

identified health needs. Evidence suggests that at worst, 

personal health budgets are cost-neutral, whilst 

demonstrating an ability to improve outcomes and 

enhance quality of life. 

Racial Discrimination 

Asked by The Marquess of Lothian 

To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they are 

taking any action in response to the observations 

recorded and the issues raised in the End of Mission 

Statement of the Special Rapporteur on Contemporary 

Forms of Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia 

and Related Intolerance at the Conclusion of Her 

Mission to the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 

Northern Ireland, ahead of her final report which will 

be submitted to the June 2019 session of the United 

Nations Human Rights Council. [HL8420] 

Lord Bourne of Aberystwyth: The United Kingdom 

has a close working relationship with United Nations 

bodies and a standing invitation to all Special 

Rapporteurs, and is committed to upholding the rule of 

law and the rules-based international system. The 

Government will provide further information to the 

Special Rapporteur as necessary, and will respond to the 

Special Rapporteur’s country visit findings, conclusions 

and recommendations when these are presented to the 

Human Rights Council. 

Reviews 

Asked by Lord Watts 

To ask Her Majesty's Government how many 

independent reviews they have commissioned into 

Government policy or administration over the last year; 

and what was the total cost of those reviews. [HL8390] 

Asked by Lord Watts 

To ask Her Majesty's Government how many reviews 

commissioned into Government policy or 

administration in the last year have been published; and 

what is the criteria used to decide whether such reviews 

should be published. [HL8391] 

Lord Young of Cookham: Her Majesty’s Government 

does not hold this information centrally. 

Sayed Alwadaei 

Asked by Lord Scriven 

To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to the 

Written Answer by Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon on 22 

May (HL7774), regarding family members of Sayed 

Ahmed Alwadaei in Bahrain, on which date they last 

discussed their case at a senior level with the 

government of Bahrain; and what was the outcome of 

that discussion. [HL8317] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: As the noble Lord 

knows from answers to previous questions and 

correspondence with the Minister for the Middle East and 

North Africa (Mr Burt), we continue to monitor the cases 

of family members of Mr Alwadaei who were convicted 

for planting hoax bombs in Bahrain. We understand that 

there have been continued conversations between Mr 

Alwadaei and the independent oversight bodies who have 

carried out investigations into claims of concern about 

treatment in detention. 

We continue to encourage those with concerns about 

treatment in detention to report these to the appropriate 

oversight body and for these bodies to carry out swift and 

thorough investigations. 

Tenants' Rights 

Asked by Lord Kennedy of Southwark 

To ask Her Majesty's Government when was their 

most recent engagement with representatives of the 

tenants' movement. [HL8444] 
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Lord Bourne of Aberystwyth: The Government is 

working closely with some of the National Tenant 

Organisations which represent the interest of social 

tenants across England as part of the social housing 

review. The Housing Minister (Dominic Raab MP) met 

with representatives of the National Tenant Organisations 

in April. 

Turkey: British Nationals Abroad 

Asked by Lord Patten 

To ask Her Majesty's Government how many British 

citizens are currently detained in Turkey. [HL8302] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: In May 2018 the Foreign 

and Commonwealth Office was aware of 41 British 

nationals detained in Turkey. 

Turkey: Kurds 

Asked by Lord Hylton 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment 

they have made of the recommendations in the verdict 

of the Permanent Peoples' Tribunal on Turkey and 

Kurds, published in May; and whether they will discuss 

the findings within NATO. [HL8272] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: The UK is concerned by 

the ongoing violence in some areas of south-eastern 

Turkey. We condemn acts of violence by Kurdish militant 

groups, including the Kurdistan Workers' Party (PKK), 

and urge an end to the conflict and a resumption of the 

peace process between the PKK and the Turkish 

government. We regularly urge the Turkish authorities to 

respect human rights in the course of anti-terror 

operations, and the Foreign Secretary and Her Majesty's 

Ambassador to Turkey have been clear that the rule of 

law must be upheld and freedom of expression permitted. 

We have raised human rights concerns with Turkey 

within NATO meetings, and will continue to monitor 

these issues closely. 

Turkey: Press Freedom 

Asked by Lord Patten 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what guidance 

about personal safety they make available to British 

media and journalists visiting Turkey. [HL8305] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: The Foreign and 

Commonwealth Office maintains comprehensive, up to 

date travel advice for Turkey for all British nationals 

visiting or living in Turkey. This includes information and 

advice on matters of safety and security. We provide 

travel advice to help British nationals, including 

representatives of the media and journalists, make 

informed decisions about their travel and plan for a safe 

trip. The travel advice can be located at GOV.UK. 
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