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Written Statements 
Thursday, 17 May 2018 

Building Regulations and Fire Safety 

[HLWS668] 

Lord Bourne of Aberystwyth: My Rt Hon. Friend, the 

Secretary of State for Ministry of Housing, Communities 

and Local Government (James Brokenshire), has today 

made the following Written Ministerial Statement. 

Following the Grenfell Tower Tragedy, the 

Government asked Dame Judith Hackitt to undertake a 

thorough review of building regulations and fire safety, 

with a particular focus on multiple-occupancy high-rise 

buildings. Her final report is being published today. It is 

available at 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/independ

ent-review-of-building-regulations-and-fire-safety-final-

report and copies are being placed in the Libraries of both 

Houses. I intend to give an Oral Statement to the House 

later today to provide further detail on the publication of 

the report. 

Energy Policy 

[HLWS671] 

Lord Henley: My Rt hon Friend the Secretary of State 

for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy (Greg Clark), 

has today made the following statement: 

My Rt. Hon. Friend James Brokenshire, the Secretary 

of State for Housing, Communities and Local 

Government, and I wish to reiterate the Government’s 

view that there are potentially substantial benefits from 

the safe and sustainable exploration and development of 

our onshore shale gas resources and to set out in this 

statement to Parliament the actions we are taking to 

support our position. This joint statement should be 

considered in planning decisions and plan-making in 

England. 

The UK must have safe, secure and affordable supplies 

of energy with carbon emissions levels that are consistent 

with the carbon budgets defined in our Climate Change 

Act and our international obligations. We believe that gas 

has a key part to play in meeting these objectives both 

currently and in the future. In part as a result of the UK’s 

diverse range of energy sources, which include natural 

gas, we have had competitively-priced energy since 1990 

whilst reducing carbon emissions across the economy by 

49% – a leading performance among developed nations. 

Gas still makes up around a third of our current energy 

usage and every scenario proposed by the Committee on 

Climate Change setting out how the UK could meet its 

legally-binding 2050 emissions reduction target includes 

demand for natural gas. As set out in the Clean Growth 

Strategy, innovations in technologies such as Carbon 

Capture Usage and Storage (CCUS) have the potential to 

decarbonise this energy supply still further and prolong its 

role in our energy mix. 

However, despite the welcome improvements in 

efficiency and innovation from companies operating in 

the North Sea, the ongoing decline in our offshore gas 

production has meant that the UK has gone from being a 

net exporter of gas in 2003 to importing over half (53%) 

of gas supplies in 2017 and estimates suggest we could be 

importing 72% of our gas by 2030. Our current import 

mix, via pipelines from Norway and Continental Europe 

and LNG terminals that can source gas from around the 

world, provides us with stable and secure supplies. 

However, we believe that it is right to utilise our domestic 

gas resources to the maximum extent and exploring 

further the potential for onshore gas production from 

shale rock formations in the UK, where it is economically 

efficient, and where environment impacts are robustly 

regulated. 

We also believe that further development of onshore 

gas resources has the potential to deliver substantial 

economic benefits to the UK economy and for local 

communities where supplies are located by creating 

thousands of new jobs directly in extraction, local support 

services, and the rest of the supply chain. A potential new 

shale gas exploration and production sector in the shale 

basins of England could provide a new economic driver. 

We also see an opportunity to work with industry on 

innovation to create a “UK Model” - the world’s most 

environmentally robust onshore shale gas sector - and to 

explore export opportunities from this model, a core 

theme of our modern industrial strategy. 

But to achieve these benefits, we need to work with 

responsible companies prepared to invest in this industry 

as they proceed with the exploration process, to test the 

size and value of the potential reserves and to ensure that 

our planning and regulatory systems work appropriately 

whilst assisting local councils in making informed and 

appropriate planning decisions. So we are setting out a 

series of actions, including those committed to in the 

Government’s 2017 manifesto to support the development 

of shale gas extraction. 

Planning  

The UK has world class regulation to ensure that shale 

exploration can happen safely, respecting local 

communities and safeguarding the environment. The 

development of the shale gas industry so far has already 

led to millions of pounds being invested in the UK, 

supporting businesses and the supply chain, and creating 

British jobs. We have recently seen four planning 

approvals for exploratory shale development. The 

Government remains fully committed to making planning 

decisions faster and fairer for all those affected by new 

development, and to ensure that local communities are 

fully involved in planning decisions that affect them. 

These are long standing principles. No one benefits from 

the uncertainty caused by delay which is why, in 

September 2015, Government set out a range of measures 

to help ensure every planning application or appeal was 

dealt with as quickly as possible. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-statement/Lords/2018-05-17/HLWS668/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/independent-review-of-building-regulations-and-fire-safety-final-report
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/independent-review-of-building-regulations-and-fire-safety-final-report
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/independent-review-of-building-regulations-and-fire-safety-final-report
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/independent-review-of-building-regulations-and-fire-safety-final-report
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-statement/Lords/2018-05-17/HLWS671/
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However, recent decisions on shale exploration 

planning applications remain disappointingly slow against 

a statutory time frame of 16 weeks where an 

Environmental Impact Assessment is required. So, we are 

announcing a range of measures to facilitate timely 

decisions. These measures only apply in England. 

Planning policy and guidance 

This Statement is a material consideration in plan-

making and decision-taking, alongside relevant policies of 

the existing National Planning Policy Framework (2012), 

in particular those on mineral planning (including 

conventional and unconventional hydrocarbons). 

Shale gas development is of national importance. The 

Government expects Mineral Planning Authorities to give 

great weight to the benefits of mineral extraction, 

including to the economy. This includes shale gas 

exploration and extraction. Mineral Plans should reflect 

that minerals resources can only be worked where they 

are found, and applications must be assessed on a site by 

site basis and having regard to their context. Plans should 

not set restrictions or thresholds across their plan area that 

limit shale development without proper justification. We 

expect Mineral Planning Authorities to recognise the fact 

that Parliament has set out in statute the relevant 

definitions of hydrocarbon, natural gas and associated 

hydraulic fracturing. In addition, these matters are 

described in Planning Practice Guidance, which Plans 

must have due regard to. Consistent with this Planning 

Practice Guidance, policies should avoid undue 

sterilisation of mineral resources (including shale gas). 

The Government has consulted on a draft revised 

National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF). The 

consultation closed on 10 May 2018. In due course the 

revised National Planning Policy Framework will sit 

alongside the Written Ministerial Statement. 

We intend to publish revised planning practice guidance 

on shale development once the revised National Planning 

Policy Framework has been launched ensuring clarity on 

issues such as cumulative impact, local plan making and 

confirmation that planners can rely on the advice of 

regulatory experts. 

Planning decision making 

To support a decision-making regime that meets the 

future needs of the sector we will progress our manifesto 

commitments by: 

• holding an early stage consultation, in summer 2018, 

on the principle of whether non-hydraulic fracturing 

shale exploration development should be treated as 

permitted development, and in particular on the 

circumstances in which this might be appropriate. 

• consulting, in summer 2018, on the criteria required to 

trigger the inclusion of shale production projects into 

the Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects 

regime. 

Further, we will strengthen community engagement by 

consulting in due course on the potential to make pre-

application consultation a statutory requirement. 

Support for those involved in decision making 

We are aware that the shale applications and the 

planning process can be complex for local authorities. 

Building capacity and capability within local authorities 

to deal with shale development is a vital step towards 

speeding up decision making. We will help achieve this 

by announcing, today: 

• the launch of a new £1.6 million shale support fund 

over the next two years to build capacity and capability 

in local authorities dealing with shale applications. 

• the creation of a new planning brokerage service for 

shale applications to provide guidance to developers 

and local authorities on the planning process to help 

facilitate timely decision making. The service would 

focus exclusively on the planning process and will have 

no role in the consideration or determination of 

planning applications. The service will not comment on 

the merits of a case and will also have no role in the 

appeals process. 

In addition, the Government recognises that early 

engagement with local authorities, including capitalising 

on formal pre-application discussions, is critical in 

building confidence in decision making and securing 

support for development proposals and set realistic 

timeframes for decisions. We expect this to be formalised 

by a Planning Performance Agreement providing 

certainty for all parties. And we then expect all parties – 

including decision-makers in local authorities – to stick to 

the timetable. 

Opportunities for Redress 

While we are confident that the measures announced in 

this Written Ministerial Statement will speed up decision 

making on shale applications, we cannot be complacent. 

Therefore: 

• we will continue to treat appeals against any refusal of 

planning permission for exploring and developing shale 

gas, or against any non-determination as a priority for 

urgent determination by the Planning Inspectorate, 

making additional resources available where necessary. 

• under the Written Ministerial Statement in 2015 the 

criteria for recovering planning appeals were amended 

to include proposals for exploring and developing shale 

gas. This was applied for a two-year period subject to 

further review. The Secretary of State for Housing, 

Communities and Local Government has conducted a 

review and remains committed to scrutinising appeals 

for these proposals. We are therefore announcing that 

the criteria for considering the recovery of planning 

appeals are continued for a further two years. The new 

criterion is added to the recovery policy of 30 June 

2008, Official Report, column 43WS. 

• the Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and 

Local Government will actively consider calling in 

shale applications particularly where statutory deadlines 

have been exceeded. Each case will be considered on its 

facts in line with his policy. Priority timeframes for 

urgent determination will be given to any called-in 

applications. 
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• the Government continues to commit to identifying 

underperforming local planning authorities that 

repeatedly fail to determine oil and gas applications 

within statutory timeframes. When any future 

applications are made to underperforming authorities, 

the Secretary of State will consider whether he should 

determine the application instead. 

Shale Regulator 

The UK regulatory regime for shale gas is considered 

among the most robust and stringent in the world. 

However, we acknowledge that it is also complex, with 

three regulators, the Environment Agency, the Health and 

Safety Executive and the Oil and Gas Authority, all with 

responsibilities for regulation. It is not always transparent 

to both the public and industry who is responsible for 

what. Therefore, the Government is setting up a Shale 

Environmental Regulator which will bring the regulators 

together to act as one coherent single face for the public, 

mineral planning authorities and industry. We intend to 

establish the regulator from the summer. 

We anticipate that the plans for the Shale 

Environmental Regulator and future consultations will 

only apply in England. 

Community Benefits 

We strongly believe that communities hosting shale gas 

developments should share in the financial returns they 

generate. The Government welcomes the shale gas 

companies’ commitment to make set payments to these 

communities, which could be worth up to £10m for a 

typical site. Actions to support local communities are an 

important complement to the planning actions set out 

above. With that in mind, we want to go further, and we 

will work with industry to see how we can improve this 

offer. 

In addition to this offer we also announced in the 

Autumn Statement 2016 that the Shale Wealth Fund will 

provide additional resources to local communities, over 

and above industry schemes and other sources of 

government funding. Local communities will benefit first 

and determine how the money is spent in their area. 

Foreign Affairs Council (Trade) 

[HLWS669] 

Baroness Fairhead: My Rt hon Friend the Minister of 

State for Trade Policy (Greg Hands MP) has today made 

the following statement. 

The EU Foreign Affairs Council (Trade) will take place 

in Brussels on 22 May 2018. I will be representing the 

UK. 

The substantive items on 22 May will be: adoption of 

the negotiating mandates for Free Trade Agreements with 

Australia and New Zealand, adoption of conclusions on 

the negotiation and conclusion of EU trade arrangements, 

and follow-up to the 11th World Trade Organisation 

Ministerial Conference (MC11). There will also be an 

exchange of views on the EU-Japan Economic 

Partnership agreement, the EU-Singapore Free Trade 

Agreement and the EU-Singapore Investment Protection 

Agreement. 

Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of 

Europe: UK Delegation 

[HLWS667] 

Baroness Evans of Bowes Park: My Rt Hon. Friend 

the Prime Minister has made the following statement to 

the House of Commons: 

The Hon. Member for St Austell and Newquay (Steve 

Double), the Hon. Member for Chelmsford (Vicky Ford), 

the Rt. Hon. Member for Scarborough and Whitby 

(Robert Goodwill) and the Hon. Member for Cleethorpes 

(Martin Vickers) have been appointed as substitute 

members of the United Kingdom Delegation to the 

Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe in 

place of the Hon. Member for Cheltenham (Alex Chalk), 

the Hon. Member for Gordon (Colin Clark), the Hon. 

Member for Cheadle (Mary Robinson) and the Hon. 

Member for Erewash (Maggie Throup). 

Planning Policy 

[HLWS672] 

Lord Bourne of Aberystwyth: My Rt Hon. Friend, the 

Secretary of State for Ministry of Housing, Communities 

and Local Government (James Brokenshire), has today 

made the following Written Ministerial Statement. 

My Rt. Hon. Friend Greg Clark, the Secretary of State 

for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy, and I wish 

to reiterate the Government’s view that there are 

potentially substantial benefits from the safe and 

sustainable exploration and development of our onshore 

shale gas resources and to set out in this statement to 

Parliament the actions we are taking to support our 

position. This joint statement should be considered in 

planning decisions and plan-making in England. 

The UK must have safe, secure and affordable supplies 

of energy with carbon emissions levels that are consistent 

with the carbon budgets defined in our Climate Change 

Act and our international obligations. We believe that gas 

has a key part to play in meeting these objectives both 

currently and in the future. In part as a result of the UK’s 

diverse range of energy sources, which include natural 

gas, we have had competitively-priced energy since 1990 

whilst reducing carbon emissions across the economy by 

49% – a leading performance among developed nations. 

Gas still makes up around a third of our current energy 

usage and every scenario proposed by the Committee on 

Climate Change setting out how the UK could meet its 

legally-binding 2050 emissions reduction target includes 

demand for natural gas. As set out in the Clean Growth 

Strategy, innovations in technologies such as Carbon 

Capture Usage and Storage (CCUS) have the potential to 

decarbonise this energy supply still further and prolong its 

role in our energy mix. 

However, despite the welcome improvements in 

efficiency and innovation from companies operating in 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-statement/Lords/2018-05-17/HLWS669/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-statement/Lords/2018-05-17/HLWS667/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-statement/Lords/2018-05-17/HLWS672/
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the North Sea, the ongoing decline in our offshore gas 

production has meant that the UK has gone from being a 

net exporter of gas in 2003 to importing over half (53%) 

of gas supplies in 2017 and estimates suggest we could be 

importing 72% of our gas by 2030. Our current import 

mix, via pipelines from Norway and Continental Europe 

and LNG terminals that can source gas from around the 

world, provides us with stable and secure supplies. 

However, we believe that it is right to utilise our domestic 

gas resources to the maximum extent and exploring 

further the potential for onshore gas production from 

shale rock formations in the UK, where it is economically 

efficient, and where environment impacts are robustly 

regulated. 

We also believe that further development of onshore 

gas resources has the potential to deliver substantial 

economic benefits to the UK economy and for local 

communities where supplies are located by creating 

thousands of new jobs directly in extraction, local support 

services, and the rest of the supply chain. A potential new 

shale gas exploration and production sector in the shale 

basins of England could provide a new economic driver. 

We also see an opportunity to work with industry on 

innovation to create a “UK Model” - the world’s most 

environmentally robust onshore shale gas sector - and to 

explore export opportunities from this model, a core 

theme of our modern industrial strategy. 

But to achieve these benefits, we need to work with 

responsible companies prepared to invest in this industry 

as they proceed with the exploration process, to test the 

size and value of the potential reserves and to ensure that 

our planning and regulatory systems work appropriately 

whilst assisting local councils in making informed and 

appropriate planning decisions. So we are setting out a 

series of actions, including those committed to in the 

Government’s 2017 manifesto to support the development 

of shale gas extraction. 

Planning  

The UK has world class regulation to ensure that shale 

exploration can happen safely, respecting local 

communities and safeguarding the environment. The 

development of the shale gas industry so far has already 

led to millions of pounds being invested in the UK, 

supporting businesses and the supply chain, and creating 

British jobs. We have recently seen four planning 

approvals for exploratory shale development. The 

Government remains fully committed to making planning 

decisions faster and fairer for all those affected by new 

development, and to ensure that local communities are 

fully involved in planning decisions that affect them. 

These are long standing principles. No one benefits from 

the uncertainty caused by delay which is why, in 

September 2015, Government set out a range of measures 

to help ensure every planning application or appeal was 

dealt with as quickly as possible. 

However, recent decisions on shale exploration 

planning applications remain disappointingly slow against 

a statutory time frame of 16 weeks where an 

Environmental Impact Assessment is required. So, we are 

announcing a range of measures to facilitate timely 

decisions. These measures only apply in England. 

Planning policy and guidance 

This Statement is a material consideration in plan-

making and decision-taking, alongside relevant policies of 

the existing National Planning Policy Framework (2012), 

in particular those on mineral planning (including 

conventional and unconventional hydrocarbons). 

Shale gas development is of national importance. The 

Government expects Mineral Planning Authorities to give 

great weight to the benefits of mineral extraction, 

including to the economy. This includes shale gas 

exploration and extraction. Mineral Plans should reflect 

that minerals resources can only be worked where they 

are found, and applications must be assessed on a site by 

site basis and having regard to their context. Plans should 

not set restrictions or thresholds across their plan area that 

limit shale development without proper justification. We 

expect Mineral Planning Authorities to recognise the fact 

that Parliament has set out in statute the relevant 

definitions of hydrocarbon, natural gas and associated 

hydraulic fracturing. In addition, these matters are 

described in Planning Practice Guidance, which Plans 

must have due regard to. Consistent with this Planning 

Practice Guidance, policies should avoid undue 

sterilisation of mineral resources (including shale gas). 

The Government has consulted on a draft revised 

National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF). The 

consultation closed on 10 May 2018. In due course the 

revised National Planning Policy Framework will sit 

alongside the Written Ministerial Statement. 

We intend to publish revised planning practice guidance 

on shale development once the revised National Planning 

Policy Framework has been launched ensuring clarity on 

issues such as cumulative impact, local plan making and 

confirmation that planners can rely on the advice of 

regulatory experts. 

Planning decision making 

To support a decision-making regime that meets the 

future needs of the sector we will progress our manifesto 

commitments by: 

- holding an early stage consultation, in summer 2018, 

on the principle of whether non-hydraulic fracturing shale 

exploration development should be treated as permitted 

development, and in particular on the circumstances in 

which this might be appropriate. 

- consulting, in summer 2018, on the criteria required to 

trigger the inclusion of shale production projects into the 

Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects regime. 

Further, we will strengthen community engagement by 

consulting in due course on the potential to make pre-

application consultation a statutory requirement. 

Support for those involved in decision making 

We are aware that the shale applications and the 

planning process can be complex for local authorities. 

Building capacity and capability within local authorities 

to deal with shale development is a vital step towards 
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speeding up decision making. We will help achieve this 

by announcing, today: 

- the launch of a new £1.6 million shale support fund 

over the next two years to build capacity and capability in 

local authorities dealing with shale applications. 

- the creation of a new planning brokerage service for 

shale applications to provide guidance to developers and 

local authorities on the planning process to help facilitate 

timely decision making. The service would focus 

exclusively on the planning process and will have no role 

in the consideration or determination of planning 

applications. The service will not comment on the merits 

of a case and will also have no role in the appeals process. 

In addition, the Government recognises that early 

engagement with local authorities, including capitalising 

on formal pre-application discussions, is critical in 

building confidence in decision making and securing 

support for development proposals and set realistic 

timeframes for decisions. We expect this to be formalised 

by a Planning Performance Agreement providing 

certainty for all parties. And we then expect all parties – 

including decision-makers in local authorities – to stick to 

the timetable. 

Opportunities for Redress 

While we are confident that the measures announced in 

this Written Ministerial Statement will speed up decision 

making on shale applications, we cannot be complacent. 

Therefore: 

- we will continue to treat appeals against any refusal of 

planning permission for exploring and developing shale 

gas, or against any non-determination as a priority for 

urgent determination by the Planning Inspectorate, 

making additional resources available where necessary. 

- under the Written Ministerial Statement in 2015 the 

criteria for recovering planning appeals were amended to 

include proposals for exploring and developing shale gas. 

This was applied for a two-year period subject to further 

review. The Secretary of State for Housing, Communities 

and Local Government has conducted a review and 

remains committed to scrutinising appeals for these 

proposals. We are therefore announcing that the criteria 

for considering the recovery of planning appeals are 

continued for a further two years. The new criterion is 

added to the recovery policy of 30 June 2008, Official 

Report, column 43WS. 

- the Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and 

Local Government will actively consider calling in shale 

applications particularly where statutory deadlines have 

been exceeded. Each case will be considered on its facts 

in line with his policy. Priority timeframes for urgent 

determination will be given to any called-in applications. 

- the Government continues to commit to identifying 

underperforming local planning authorities that repeatedly 

fail to determine oil and gas applications within statutory 

timeframes. When any future applications are made to 

underperforming authorities, the Secretary of State will 

consider whether he should determine the application 

instead. 

Shale Regulator 

The UK regulatory regime for shale gas is considered 

among the most robust and stringent in the world. 

However, we acknowledge that it is also complex, with 

three regulators, the Environment Agency, the Health and 

Safety Executive and the Oil and Gas Authority, all with 

responsibilities for regulation. It is not always transparent 

to both the public and industry who is responsible for 

what. Therefore, the Government is setting up a Shale 

Environmental Regulator which will bring the regulators 

together to act as one coherent single face for the public, 

mineral planning authorities and industry. We intend to 

establish the regulator from the summer. 

We anticipate that the plans for the Shale 

Environmental Regulator and future consultations will 

only apply in England. 

Community Benefits 

We strongly believe that communities hosting shale gas 

developments should share in the financial returns they 

generate. The Government welcomes the shale gas 

companies’ commitment to make set payments to these 

communities, which could be worth up to £10m for a 

typical site. Actions to support local communities are an 

important complement to the planning actions set out 

above. With that in mind, we want to go further, and we 

will work with industry to see how we can improve this 

offer. 

In addition to this offer we also announced in the 

Autumn Statement 2016 that the Shale Wealth Fund will 

provide additional resources to local communities, over 

and above industry schemes and other sources of 

government funding. Local communities will benefit first 

and determine how the money is spent in their area. 

Schools and Colleges Guidance 

[HLWS670] 

Lord Agnew of Oulton: My honourable friend the 

Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for Children and 

Families (Nadhim Zahawi) has made the following 

Written Ministerial Statement. 

This government is committed to keeping children safe. 

All children, from whatever background and no matter 

what challenges they face, deserve a safe environment in 

which they can learn. 

Today my department is publishing the government 

response to the recent Keeping Children Safe in 

Education (KCSIE) consultation. KCSIE is statutory 

guidance that schools and colleges must have regard to 

when carrying out their duties to safeguard and promote 

the welfare of children. Children in this context includes 

anyone under the age of 18. 

Alongside revised statutory guidance, the department is 

publishing revised advice covering child on child sexual 

violence and sexual harassment. 

The KCSIE consultation ran between 14 December 

2017 and 22 February 2018. We were delighted to receive 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-statement/Lords/2018-05-17/HLWS670/
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311 responses. Officials have carefully considered every 

response and we have made additional changes to 

strengthen KCSIE as a result. 

The most significant revision to KCSIE is the inclusion 

of a new Part 5 to support schools and colleges respond to 

reports of child on child sexual violence and sexual 

harassment. It is an important step in protecting children 

to include a dedicated Part, covering this complex issue, 

in the statutory guidance. We were pleased that 87% of 

respondents agreed explicitly that schools and colleges 

holding more than one emergency contact number for 

each child was sensible. As such, we have included this in 

the revised guidance. Other changes include making the 

guidance even clearer that where staff have a 

safeguarding concern they should act on it immediately 

and providing more information about vulnerable children 

who may benefit from early help. 

The sexual violence and sexual harassment advice has 

been strengthened to, amongst other things, be clear that it 

is relevant for all schools, to be clear that child on child 

abuse can take place between children of all ages, provide 

more details as to what sexual harassment can look like 

and provide additional links to specialist support. The 

revised advice is published today and is available 

immediately to support schools and colleges. 

As part of the government response, we are publishing 

the revised KCSIE for information. This will allow 

schools and colleges time to consider any changes they 

might want to make to their policies and procedures 

before the revised guidance comes into force on 3 

September 2018. Until the revised guidance comes into 

force, schools and colleges must continue to have regard 

to the existing KCSIE 2016 guidance. 

Copies of the government response, KCSIE and the 

sexual violence and sexual harassment advice will be 

placed in the House Library and are available on the 

government website here: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/keeping-

children-safe-in-education-proposed-revisions, 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/keeping-

children-safe-in-education--2 and 

https://www.gov.uk/education/safeguarding-pupils.  

Sexual Exploitation, Abuse and Harassment 

in the Aid Sector 

[HLWS673] 

Lord Bates: My Rt Hon Friend, the Secretary of State 

for International Development, has today made the 

following statement: 

Following the Written Ministerial Statement of 20th 

March I am updating the House on what the Department 

for International Development (DFID) is doing to protect 

recipients of UK aid and those working in the sector from 

harm (safeguarding for short) with our focus on 

preventing and responding to sexual exploitation, abuse 

and harassment. 

1) Ensuring DFID’s programmes meet the highest 

standards 

Around 60% of DFID’s funding is delivered through 

multilateral organisations. On 21 st April I co-hosted with 

the Dutch Minister for Foreign Trade and Development 

Cooperation a roundtable with senior representatives of 

ten international financial institutions (I am placing the 

list of names in an Annex to this document in the 

Libraries of both Houses) and discussed how we can pool 

best practice and resources to tackle this issue across the 

sector. All ten institutions signed a joint statement 

reaffirming their commitment to preventing sexual 

harassment, abuse and exploitation, both within their own 

institutions and their operations, many of which are 

funded by DFID. I will be pressing for them to translate 

this commitment into further concrete actions in 2018. 

From my recent meetings in Washington it is clear that 

multilateral organisations are taking this issue extremely 

seriously and looking to learn from previous cases and 

improve their systems and processes. For example, the 

World Bank has strengthened its staff rules covering 

sexual misconduct and abuse and is rolling out staff 

training and a wider review of its human resources 

policies with respect to sexual harassment and 

exploitation. 

The UN Secretary General has made clear his zero 

tolerance approach to both sexual exploitation and abuse 

and sexual harassment. In the past two weeks I have 

discussed safeguarding with the Heads of the United 

Nations Development Programme and the United Nations 

High Commission for Refugees. At the UN system Chief 

Executives Board meeting in London earlier in May, 

Secretary-General Antonio Guterres led a special session 

with the heads of 31 UN agencies, funds and programmes 

on addressing sexual harassment within the UN system. 

This included a new 24 hour helpline for staff to report 

harassment and access support, so fast-tracking 

complaints. I am pressing for agreement to a consistent 

UN-wide approach on reporting, investigation and 

outreach, and support when cases of sexual exploitation, 

abuse or harassment occur. 

I am also pressing all organisations that DFID funds to 

learn from best and worst practice. Last month Save the 

Children UK withdrew from bidding for new UK 

Government funding while it looks to learn lessons and 

the Charity Commission carries out a statutory inquiry 

into its handling of internal cases. 

Following my letter to DFID partners seeking 

assurances on their safeguarding policies and procedures, 

I have now received responses from our top suppliers, 

multilateral partners, development capital partners and 

research partners. This is a total of 283 organisations. I 

will publish a high-level summary of the returns on 

gov.uk later this month updating the information 

published on 20th March on the 179 charities directly 

receiving UK Aid. I am including the link to that 

document in an Annex to this document in the Libraries 

of both houses. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/keeping-children-safe-in-education-proposed-revisions
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/keeping-children-safe-in-education-proposed-revisions
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/keeping-children-safe-in-education-proposed-revisions
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/keeping-children-safe-in-education--2
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/keeping-children-safe-in-education--2
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/keeping-children-safe-in-education--2
https://www.gov.uk/education/safeguarding-pupils
https://www.gov.uk/education/safeguarding-pupils
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-statement/Lords/2018-05-17/HLWS673/
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Following the 5th March Summit organised by DFID 

and the Charity Commission, DFID has convened four 

NGO working groups and an external experts group to 

develop concrete ideas. I met representatives of the 

working groups and the experts this week to discuss 

which of their initial proposals could make the biggest 

difference. The work is focusing on: 

• accountability to beneficiaries and survivors - 

prioritising those who have suffered and survived 

exploitation, abuse and violence, and designing systems 

of accountability and transparency that have 

beneficiaries at their centre; 

• how the aid sector can demonstrate a step change in 

shifting organisational culture to tackle power 

imbalances and gender inequality; 

• ensuring that safeguards are integrated throughout the 

employment cycle, including work on the proposal for a 

global register / passport; and 

• providing full accountability through rigorous 

reporting and complaints mechanisms, and ensuring 

that concerns are heard and acted on. 

2) Ensuring all UK aid meets the highest standards 

On 28th March I chaired a meeting of UK Government 

departments who spend Official Development Assistance 

(ODA). I updated Ministers on DFID’s work including 

the new safeguarding due diligence standards which I 

announced in March. Following a successful pilot, the 

new process will be rolled out to other programmes later 

this month. DFID will write to all other UK ODA 

spending departments with the details should they wish to 

adopt the same approach. 

This month senior DFID officials have held further 

meetings with opposite numbers from the Foreign and 

Commonwealth Office, the Cabinet Office and the 

Charity Commission to discuss how we can raise our own 

performances on safeguarding and that of others in the aid 

sector. 

I am in contact with the Ministry of Defence about pre-

deployment training for peacekeeping operations. And 

DFID’s HR Director has been working with colleagues 

across Whitehall to drive up internal HR standards. 

3) Working with other donors to drive up standards 

The department is working closely with Canada as G7 

Presidency and at a meeting of G7 Development 

Ministers at the end of May I have been asked to lead a 

discussion on sexual exploitation, abuse and harassment. 

DFID is now chairing monthly meetings of a group of 

15 donors (I am placing the list of names in the Libraries 

of both houses) to seek collective action including in our 

key implementing partners. 

DFID is also working with the Development Assistance 

Committee (DAC) of the Organisation of Economic 

Cooperation and Development (OECD) to explore how to 

measure donors’ performance on sexual exploitation, 

abuse and harassment as part regular peer reviews. I plan 

to write to all DAC donors, observers and other major 

donors updating them on our work and seeking their 

suggestions. 

The UK is leading the change needed on this issue. We 

have made good progress since March and I will use 

every opportunity possible in the coming weeks and 

months to push for much more. I will host an international 

conference in London on the 18th October. 

The Statement includes the following attached material: 

Annex to the 17 May WMS on the aid sector [Annex to the 17 

May Written Ministerial Statement.pdf] 

The material can be viewed online at: 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-

answers-statements/written-statement/Lords/2018-05-17/HLWS673/    

  

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-statement/Lords/2018-05-17/HLWS673/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-statement/Lords/2018-05-17/HLWS673/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-statement/Lords/2018-05-17/HLWS673/
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Written Answers 
Thursday, 17 May 2018 

Animal Products: UK Trade with EU 

Asked by Baroness McIntosh of Pickering 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what progress has 

been made in ensuring the UK will be added to the EU's 

list of approved third countries for imports of products 

of animal origin; and what action is being taken to 

ensure continued reciprocal access for movements of 

those products from the EU, and, in particular, from the 

Republic of Ireland. [HL7760] 

Lord Gardiner of Kimble: The Government continues 

to prepare plans for all exit scenarios. During an 

implementation period, common rules would remain in 

place and market access would continue on current terms, 

in order to provide certainty for businesses and citizens. 

The precise nature of our future relationship with the EU 

after an implementation period is still to be determined 

and is the subject of negotiation. The UK Government is 

aiming to achieve the freest possible trade in goods and 

services between the UK and the EU, consistent with 

taking back control of our money, borders, laws and trade. 

Borders: Northern Ireland 

Asked by Lord Kinnock 

To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to the 

reply by the Secretary of State for Exiting the European 

Union on 5 September 2017 (HC Deb, col 55), what 

progress they have made in achieving a non-visible 

border between Northern Ireland and Ireland using the 

most up-to-date technology. [HL7842] 

Lord Callanan: The UK Government has been clear 

that there will be no physical infrastructure or related 

checks and controls at the border between Northern 

Ireland and Ireland. 

As we have always said, the best solution is to solve the 

Northern Ireland and Ireland border through the deep and 

special partnership between the UK and EU, recognising 

the unique circumstances of Northern Ireland. 

We have set out our clear commitments on the border 

as well as put forward two potential customs models. As 

the European Commission itself acknowledged, solutions 

to the Northern Ireland border can not be 'based on 

precedent'. 

Burma: Armed Conflict 

Asked by Baroness Goudie 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what discussions 

they have had with the government of Burma regarding 

the recent military offensive by the Burmese army in 

the Mutraw district of Karen State. [HL7793] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: We regularly raise 

concerns about the ongoing conflicts in Burma but have 

had no specific discussions with the government of 

Burma about the recent military offensive in Karen State. 

In a statement published on the gov.uk website on 11 

May, the Minister of State for Asia and the Pacific 

restated the UK's commitment to supporting the triple 

transition in Burma: from military rule to democratic 

civilian government, from conflict to peace, and from a 

closed economy to an open one. 

Bus Service Operators Grant 

Asked by Lord Bradshaw 

To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to the 

Written Answer by Baroness Sugg on 2 May (HL7047), 

what evidence there is that local authorities have used 

the Bus Operators' Grant to fund supported bus 

services, which they had previously supported from 

their own funds. [HL7495] 

Baroness Sugg: The Bus Services Operators grant 

(BSOG) devolved to Local Authorities is ring-fenced and 

may only be used for the purposes of supporting bus 

services. At year-end the Chief Executive and Chief 

Internal Auditor of each recipient authority must return a 

declaration to the Department for Transport that the grant 

conditions have been complied with. It is up to individual 

local authorities to choose how they spend un-ringfenced 

funding, however local authorities are required to report 

annually on their spend. 

Children: Poverty 

Asked by Lord Ouseley 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment 

they have made of the research published by the TUC 

that estimated that the number of children growing up 

in poverty in working households will be one million 

higher in 2018 than in 2010; and how this compares to 

their own research. [HL7709] 

Baroness Buscombe: The TUC figures estimate that an 

extra one million children in working families will be in 

relative low income in 2018/19 compared to 2009/10 on 

an after housing cost basis. During this period, there has 

been an increase in both the child population and the 

numbers of people in employment. The overall proportion 

of children in relative low income on an After Housing 

Cost basis was 30 per cent in both 2009/10 and 2016/17. 

This figure is not directly affected by both changes in the 

population and the increase in children in working 

families so provides a better assessment of what has 

happened since 2010. 

In addition, absolute low income measures, which 

assess living standards for low income households against 

inflation, show the proportion of children in absolute low 

income on an After Housing Costs basis fell from 28 per 

cent to 26 per cent between 2009/10 and 2016/17. 

Furthermore, the latest national statistics show the 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2018-05-10/HL7760
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2018-05-14/HL7842
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2018-05-11/HL7793
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2018-05-02/HL7495
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2018-05-09/HL7709
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proportion of children in material deprivation and low 

income has never been lower. Both of these suggest the 

living standards of children in low income households 

have been improving in real terms over this period. 

Children in workless families are five times more likely 

to be in low income than those in working families 

demonstrating that work is the best route out of poverty. 

The number of people in employment has risen by three 

million since 2010. Increases in the National Living Wage 

and Tax Allowances have increased the incomes of 

working families. Around half of working people who are 

in low income are self- employed or work part time. 

Universal Credit has been designed to encourage people 

into work and to increase their earnings in order to 

improve their living standards. 

Construction Labour Market in the UK 

Review 

Asked by Lord Murphy of Torfaen 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what progress they 

have made in implementing the recommendations of the 

Farmer Review of the UK construction labour model. 

[HL7765] 

Lord Henley: The Government supports the 

implementation, in full or in part, of nine of the ten 

recommendations made by the Farmer Review. We have 

already incorporated the review’s findings and 

recommendations into policy development. This includes 

measures to increase housing supply in the Housing 

White Paper, a review of the Construction Industry 

Training Board (CITB), additional funding for adult 

retraining in construction skills and a ‘presumption in 

favour of offsite construction’ (by 2019) across five major 

procuring Departments. In addition, Mark Farmer is 

chairing a stakeholder group (for MHCLG) which is 

examining barriers to finance for offsite housing. 

Importantly, the Industrial Strategy White Paper 

(November 2017) announced an ambitious Sector Deal 

for construction to transform construction productivity by 

boosting innovation, increasing adoption of digital and 

manufacturing technologies, and improving procurement 

and the supply of skills to the sector. This is underpinned 

by £170m investment in R&D in the sector from the 

Industrial Strategy Challenge Fund. Going forward, 

Government and the Construction Leadership Council 

will continue to support the modernisation agenda set out 

in the Farmer Review through implementation of the 

Sector Deal. 

Contraceptives 

Asked by Baroness Barker 

To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to the 

Written Answer by Lord O'Shaughnessy on 1 May 

(HL7025), which three GP practices opt out of 

providing contraceptive services to their registered 

patients. [HL7491] 

Asked by Baroness Barker 

To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to the 

Written Answer by Lord O'Shaughnessy on 1 May 

(HL7025), how many patients are affected by the three 

GP practices opting out of providing contraceptive 

services to their registered patients. [HL7492] 

Asked by Baroness Barker 

To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to the 

Written Answer by Lord O'Shaughnessy on 1 May 

(HL7025), what arrangements NHS England has put in 

place to ensure that affected patients can easily obtain 

contraceptive services elsewhere. [HL7493] 

Lord O'Shaughnessy: Due to data protection 

requirements, we are not able to name the three practices 

as this could lead to identification of individuals working 

at these practices. 

The current general practitioner (GP) contract allows 

practices to opt out of providing contraceptive services to 

their registered patients. For any GP practices opting out 

of providing contraceptive Services, the clinical 

commissioning groups (CCGs) would advise the local 

authority that the practices in question were no longer 

providing that service. The local authority would 

subsequently ensure provision for the affected patients 

through their commissioned services. The practices would 

have to inform their patients on where they could access 

contraceptive services. 

Crossrail Line 

Asked by Lord Berkeley 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what are the 

heights of station platforms above rail at all stations 

where Crossrail trains are planned to stop; whether 

there are any differences from the standard height of 

915mm for Network Rail stations; how will assistance 

to those with mobility difficulties be provided where 

there are different heights; and whether the Office of 

Rail and Road authorised any such derogations. 

[HL7494] 

Baroness Sugg: At the following stations on the 

Crossrail route the platforms will be built at a height of 

1100 mm above rail level to achieve level boarding and 

enable full accessibility from street to train without the 

need for a ramp: 

• Paddington 

• Custom House 

• Canary Wharf 

• Woolwich 

• Bond Street 

• Tottenham Court Road 

• Farringdon 

• Liverpool Street 

• Whitechapel 

• Abbey Wood (Crossrail platforms only) 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2018-05-10/HL7765
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2018-05-10/HL7765
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2018-05-02/HL7491
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2018-05-02/HL7492
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2018-05-02/HL7493
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2018-05-02/HL7494
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2018-05-02/HL7494
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All other stations on the Crossrail route will have 

legacy platforms already in place which are at an average 

height of 1000mm in the eastern section and an average of 

850mm in the western section. These stations will be step-

free to platform level and will be staffed at all times that 

the trains are running, and provide a turn up and go 

service for anyone needing a ramp to get onto trains. 

A derogation is unnecessary as the Secretary of State 

for Transport issued a dispensation against the relevant 

notified national technical rule under regulation 46 of the 

Railways (Interoperability) Regulations 2011. The 

national rule height of 915 mm is set out in the UK’s 

notified national technical rule (Railway Group Standard 

GI/RT 7016: Interface between station platforms track 

and trains). 

Deportation 

Asked by Lord Bassam of Brighton 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what were 

the Home Office's annual targets for the removal of 

illegal migrants for each year since 2010; and how 

many people were removed because of inadequate 

documentation in each of those years. [HL7363] 

Baroness Williams of Trafford: My Department’s 

approach is set out in Sir Philip Rutnam’s letter to the Rt 

Hon Yvette Cooper MP, dated 14 May 2018 that my Rt 

Hon Friend the Minister of State for Immigration 

deposited in the House Library. 

We are currently prioritising Caribbean Nationals. The 

Home Office has been checking records back to 2002 

when electronic records began, looking at all removals 

and deportations of Caribbean nationals aged 45 plus. So 

far there have been 63 cases identified where Caribbean 

individuals could have entered the UK before 1973. This 

means of the total 8000 total deportation and 

administrative removal records that came up, so far there 

is a focus on 63, there is something in their record that 

indicates they could have entered before 1973. Of these, 

there are 32 Foreign National Offenders and 31 

administrative removals. 

We are now reviewing each of these cases carefully in 

more depth - including bringing paper files out of storage 

if necessary - to determine whether anyone who was 

protected under the 1971 Act was removed or deported 

unlawfully. This work will be independently assured. This 

does not mean that 63 people have been wrongfully 

removed or deported. It is the number of cases which 

merit further investigation. 

Deportation: Caribbean 

Asked by Lord Roberts of Llandudno 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what plans they 

have to reassure members of the Windrush generation 

that they will not be deported. [HL7472] 

Baroness Williams of Trafford: I recognise the 

concerns of some people in the Windrush generation and I 

would not want anyone who has made their life in the UK 

to feel unwelcome or to be in any doubt of their right to 

remain here. 

The Home Office has put additional safeguards in place 

to ensure that no-one from the Windrush Generation will 

be subject to enforcement action, regardless of whether 

they have documentation or not. 

Deportation: Jamaica 

Asked by Lord Hylton 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what are the 

reasons for the proposed deportation of Yvonne 

Williams to Jamaica; and what assessment they have 

made of the public interest in preventing the separation 

of closely related persons. [HL7369] 

Baroness Williams of Trafford: There are currently 

no plans to remove Yvonne Williams and her case is still 

under consideration. The United Kingdom has a long and 

proud history of granting asylum to those who genuinely 

need our protection, in accordance with our obligations 

under the Refugee Convention. Each claim is carefully 

considered on its individual merits 

Developing Countries: Corruption 

Asked by Lord McInnes of Kilwinning 

To ask Her Majesty's Government which countries 

have received anti-corruption support funded by the UK 

since 2015. [HL7627] 

Lord Bates: Countries that have received UK Official 

Development Assistance (ODA) for anti-corruption 

support 1 in 2015 and 2016 are listed below: 

Country UK ODA  
contributor involved 

Country UK ODA  
contributor involved 

Country UK ODA  
contributor involved 

Afghanistan CSSF, DFID and 
FCO 

India DFID, FCO and 
Prosperity Fund 

Peru FCO 

Albania FCO Indonesia BEIS, DFID, 
Prosperity Fund and 

FCO 

Philippines FCO and Prosperity 
Fund 

Algeria FCO Iraq FCO Rwanda DFID and HMRC 

Angola FCO and Prosperity 

Fund 

Jamaica CSSF, DFID and 

FCO 

Senegal FCO 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2018-04-27/HL7363
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2018-05-01/HL7472
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2018-04-27/HL7369
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2018-05-08/HL7627
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Country UK ODA  

contributor involved 

Country UK ODA  

contributor involved 

Country UK ODA  

contributor involved 

Argentina FCO and Prosperity 

Fund 

Jordan DFID, FCO and 

Prosperity Fund 

Serbia CSSF and FCO 

Armenia CSSF and FCO Kenya DFID, FCO and 

HMRC 

Seychelles FCO 

Bangladesh DFID Korea, Dem. Rep. FCO Sierra Leone DFID, FCO and 

HMRC 

Belize FCO Kosovo CSSF and FCO Somalia CSSF and DFID 

Bolivia FCO Kyrgyz Republic DFID and FCO South Africa DFID, FCO and 
Prosperity Fund 

Bosnia-Herzegovina CSSF and FCO Laos FCO South Sudan DFID 

Brazil FCO and Prosperity 

Fund 

Lebanon DFID Sri Lanka FCO 

Burma DFID, FCO and 

Prosperity Fund 

Lesotho HMRC St. Helena DFID 

Cameroon FCO Liberia DFID Sudan DFID and FCO 

Chile FCO and Prosperity 

Fund 

Madagascar FCO Syria FCO 

China FCO and Prosperity 

Fund 

Malawi DFID, HMRC and 

Scot Gov 

Tajikistan DFID 

Colombia CSSF, FCO and 

Prosperity Fund 

Malaysia FCO and Prosperity 

Fund 

Tanzania DFID and HMRC 

Congo, Dem. Rep. DFID Mauritius FCO Thailand FCO and Prosperity 

Fund 

Costa Rica FCO Mexico FCO and Prosperity 

Fund 

Tunisia FCO 

Cote d'Ivoire FCO Moldova DFID and FCO Turkey FCO and Prosperity 

Fund 

Dominican Republic CSSF Mongolia FCO Uganda Defra, DFID and 

HMRC 

Egypt BEIS, DFID and 

FCO 

Montenegro FCO Ukraine CSSF, DFID, FCO 

and HMRC 

Ethiopia DFID, FCO and 

HMRC 

Montserrat DFID and FCO Uruguay FCO 

Former Yugoslav 

Republic of 

Macedonia 

FCO Morocco FCO Uzbekistan FCO 

Gambia FCO Mozambique DFID Vietnam DFID, FCO and 

Prosperity Fund 

Ghana DFID, FCO and 

HMRC 

Namibia FCO West Bank & Gaza 

Strip 

DFID 

Guatemala FCO Nepal DFID Yemen DFID 

Guinea FCO Nigeria DFID, FCO and 

Prosperity Fund 

Zambia DFID 

Guyana DFID and FCO Pakistan CSSF, DFID, FCO 

and HMRC 

Zimbabwe DFID 

Honduras FCO Panama FCO   

1. Anti-corruption activities cover support to anti-

corruption organisations and institutions, public finance 

management, public sector policy and management, tax 

and administrative support, mining policy and 

administrative management, and sub-national 

government. Some projects cover multiple countries;  

ODA data categorises these as “Developing Country, 

unspecified” or as regional spend. 

UK ODA data for calendar year 2017 will be published 

in autumn 2018. 
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Egypt: Female Genital Mutilation 

Asked by Baroness Sheehan 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what recent 

discussions they have had with the government of 

Egypt about the importance of ending the practice of 

female genital mutilation in that country. [HL7576] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: The UK is helping to 

end the practice of female genital mutilation (FGM) by 

supporting and accelerating the Africa-led movement to 

end FGM. Her Majesty's Government is the largest 

international donor working to end the practice 

internationally – our flagship £35 million regional 

programme, is providing community level programming 

and support to national government in17 countries across 

Africa, including Egypt. Joanna Roper, the Foreign and 

Commonwealth Office’s Special Envoy for Gender 

Equality visited Egypt in September 2017, and hosted an 

event on FGM attended by members of the international 

community. 

EU Budget: Contributions 

Asked by Lord Pearson of Rannoch 

To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to the 

Written Answer by Lord Callanan on 10 May 

(HL7370), whether they will now answer the question 

asked, namely which EU member states are (1) net 

beneficiaries, and (2) net contributors, to the EU 

budget; and what are the approximate total (a) net 

contributions, and (b) net receipts, of each member 

state. [HL7810] 

Lord Callanan: As stated in my answer to Question 

HL7370, Her Majesty’s Treasury release an annual report, 

European Union Finances (the latest of which, relating to 

2017, was released in March 2018). European Union 

Finances 2017 is available at: 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/upl

oads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/691017/EU_fin

ances_2017_Cm9576_web.pdf 

This report details the UK’s financial relationship with 

the EU, including our contributions, receipts and rebate. 

Chart 3.C (p13) details each member state’s average net 

contribution to the EU budget as a percentage of gross 

national income for the years 2012-2016. 

The financial relationship between the EU and other 

member states are detailed in the European Commission 

publication, the EU Budget Financial Report, the most 

recent of these being in 2016. EU Budget 2016 Financial 

Report is available at: 

http://ec.europa.eu/budget/library/biblio/publications/201

7/financial-report_en.pdf 

This report includes a breakdown of member state 

contributions (p33-34) and receipts (p38). 

 

 

The Answer includes the following attached material: 

EU Budget 2016 Financial Report [financial-report_en.pdf] 

EU Finances 2017 [EU_finances_2017_Cm9576_web.pdf] 

The material can be viewed online at: 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-
answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2018-05-11/HL7810 

European Parliament 

Asked by Lord Balfe 

To ask Her Majesty's Government who participated 

in the UK delegation at the recent meeting held between 

the Prime Minister and representatives of the European 

Parliament; who participated on behalf of the EU; and 

whether they will publish a note of what was discussed 

and what conclusions were reached. [HL7541] 

Lord Callanan: Delegates to a conference in London 

organised jointly by the International Democrat Union 

and the European People’s Party attended a reception at 

Downing Street on 26 April hosted by the Minister for 

Small Business, Consumers, and Corporate 

Responsibility. It was attended by a number of MEPs as 

well as representative of European Small and Medium 

Enterprises (SMEs) and European business associations. 

Fire Regulations 

Asked by Lord Porter of Spalding 

To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to the 

Written Answer by Lord Bourne of Aberystwyth on 30 

April (HL6940), which organisation performed the 

original fire safety tests as specified in BS 476–22:1987 

or BS EN 1634–1:2014 on the Manse Masterdor fire 

doors and gave authorisation that those fire doors could 

be made available for general sale. [HL7531] 

Lord Bourne of Aberystwyth: Information on fire 

doors from Grenfell Tower is part of the Metropolitan 

Police on-going investigations and it would not be 

appropriate for us to comment while investigations are 

under way. 

Fisheries: Wales 

Asked by Lord Roberts of Llandudno 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what discussions 

they are having about the future of the Welsh fishing 

industry; and with whom they are having any such 

discussions. [HL7721] 

Lord Gardiner of Kimble: There have been extensive 

discussions at ministerial and official level between Defra 

and the Welsh Government and with representatives of 

the Welsh fishing industry. 
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We will continue to work together to secure the long 

term profitability of the Welsh fishing industry as we 

leave the EU. 

Food: Safety 

Asked by Baroness Jones of Whitchurch 

To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to the 

answer by Lord O'Shaughnessy on 26 April (HL Deb, 

col 1654), whether it has been agreed with the EU that 

"during the implementation period we will continue to 

access food information-sharing systems. We will 

continue to have food risk assessments carried out on 

our behalf by the European Food Standards Authority, 

and the Commission will make risk-management 

decisions that affect the UK". [HL7514] 

Lord O'Shaughnessy: The United Kingdom’s access 

to food information-sharing systems in the 

Implementation Period, as well as its relationships with 

the European Food Safety Authority, for risk assessment, 

and the Commission, for risk management, will be 

determined by UK-European Union negotiations. It is of 

mutual interest for the UK and the EU to continue to work 

closely, and to build upon the strong relationships that 

currently exist. 

The priority for the Food Standards Agency, and the 

Government, as we leave the EU is to maintain the 

current high standards of food and feed in the UK. 

Forestry Commission: Land 

Asked by The Lord Bishop of St Albans 

To ask Her Majesty's Government how many 

hectares of land were owned by the Forestry 

Commission in (1) 2000, (2) 2005, (3) 2010, (4) 2015, 

and (5) 2018. [HL7858] 

Lord Gardiner of Kimble: The public forest estate in 

England is owned by the Secretary of State for 

Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, and placed at the 

disposal of the Forestry Commissioners under section 

(3)1 of the Forestry Act 1967. 

Figures for the area of land managed by the Forestry 

Commission in England are given below. The area 

includes land in both freehold and leasehold ownership. 

The majority of this is woodland, but it also includes 

associated open habitats, some agricultural land and land 

used for quarries, car parks and built development. 

Year ending Area - hectares 

31 March 2000 262,504 

31 March 2005 258,507 

31 March 2010 255,990 

31 March 2015 252,252 

31 March 2018 252,063 

 

Health Services: Directors 

Asked by Lord Hunt of Kings Heath 

To ask Her Majesty's Government when they will 

announce the details of the review into the use of the fit 

and proper persons test recommended by Dr Bill 

Kirkup in the Liverpool Community Health Review. 

[HL7684] 

Lord O'Shaughnessy: Following Dr Bill Kirkup’s 

recent review of Liverpool Community Health NHS Trust 

the Government has accepted the report’s 

recommendation to undertake a review of the Fit and 

Proper Persons Requirement. 

My hon. Friend the Minister of State (Stephen Barclay) 

set out the aims of the review on 8 February 2018 stating 

the review will need to address the operation and purpose 

of the fit and proper test, including but not limited to: 

- where an individual moves to the National Health 

Service in another part of the United Kingdom; 

- where they leave but subsequently provide healthcare 

services to the NHS from another healthcare role, such as 

with a charity or a healthcare company; 

- where differing levels of professional regulation 

apply, such as a chief executive who is a clinician 

compared to one who is a non-clinician; 

- where there is a failure to co-operate with a review of 

this nature and what the consequences of that should be; 

and 

- reviewing the effectiveness of such investigations 

themselves when they are conducted. 

The Minister of State visited Liverpool Community 

Health on 18 May and met the Chief Executive Officer 

and other Liverpool health leaders on 10 May. 

The Department has appointed a QC to lead the review 

and is working to finalise the Terms of Reference. We 

expect to be able to provide an update on the review 

during the week commencing 21 May. 

Higher Education and Research Act 2017 

Asked by Lord Hunt of Kings Heath 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what progress they 

have made in implementing the Higher Education and 

Research Act 2017, including progress against 

commitments made by ministers during its passage 

through Parliament. [HL7458] 

Viscount Younger of Leckie: The government has 

made good progress on implementing the Higher 

Education and Research Act 2017 (HERA). 

To date, we have laid five pieces of secondary 

legislation. They have established the Office for Students 

(OfS) and given it powers to run the new regulatory 

system. They will also enable OfS to run the current 

system in the transitional period, which started on 1 April 

2018 and will end on 31 July 2019. The new system will 
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be fully operational on 1 August 2019, which will allow 

for a smooth transition between regulators. 

Since the act gained royal assent, the government has 

carried out a wide range of consultations for the OfS. This 

resulted in the publication by OfS of ‘Securing student 

success: regulatory framework for higher education in 

England’. This regulatory framework, attached, is an 

important element of delivering the reforms promised by 

HERA. These consultations also met many of the non-

legislative commitments made during the passage of 

HERA through Parliament. 

The attached table outlines non-legislative 

commitments made during the passage of HERA that 

have been met to date. 

The Answer includes the following attached material: 

OfS report [OfS 'Securing student success' report .pdf] 

Table of non-legislative commitments [Table of non-legislative 

commitments.docx] 

Teaching Excellence Framework [Teaching Excellence 

Framework.pdf] 

The material can be viewed online at: 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-

answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2018-05-01/HL7458 

Housing Infrastructure Fund 

Asked by Lord Kennedy of Southwark 

To ask Her Majesty's Government which local 

authorities were unsuccessful in the latest round of bids 

for funding from the Housing Infrastructure Fund. 

[HL7523] 

Lord Bourne of Aberystwyth: The Housing 

Infrastructure Fund (HIF) operates as a competitive 

bidding process. We recently announced the 45 places 

across England we are working with to develop Forward 

Funding projects. Success at this stage is not a guarantee 

of funding, as these places will be required to submit a 

business case prior to final funding decisions being made. 

We received a high volume of bids from across the 

country worth almost £14 billion. Up to £4.1 billion of 

Forward Funding is available to unlock up to 400,000 

homes in areas where housing need is greatest. 

We have already announced the 133 projects that will 

be supported through the Marginal Viability Funding 

stream of HIF. 

Housing: Construction Methods 

Asked by Lord Kennedy of Southwark 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what plans they 

have to ensure that their call to the construction industry 

to build well-designed homes will also include plans to 

use the latest methods of construction which maximise 

energy efficiency and energy saving. [HL7520] 

Lord Bourne of Aberystwyth: The Housing White 

Paper sets out Government’s ambition to raise the quality 

of new homes and places, give communities a stronger 

voice in the design of new housing to drive up the quality 

and character of new development, and create a housing 

market that works for everyone. Proposed reform of the 

National Planning Policy Framework includes 

strengthening of design requirements. 

At a recent government design quality conference, the 

Housing Minister made it clear that quality of new homes 

is as important as quantity. We expect all housing 

developers to deliver good quality housing, to deliver it 

on time, and to treat house buyers fairly. 

New technology has improved productivity, quality and 

choice in a range of sectors and we want to see the same 

happen in housing. Use of modern methods of 

construction has the potential for improved building 

performance and durability, including thermal properties 

and carbon reductions. 

Our Housing White Paper talks about specific measures 

to stimulate the growth of modern methods of 

construction, including how we will help to create a 

pipeline of opportunities to give confidence to the sector 

and investors. For instance, our £3 billion Home Building 

Fund provides support to builders using modern methods 

of construction, in addition to custom builders and new 

entrants to the market. The Autumn Budget added a 

further £1.5 billion to the fund. Our working group is also 

looking at assurance, insurance and mortgages for modern 

methods of construction. 

Housing: Finance 

Asked by Lord Kennedy of Southwark 

To ask Her Majesty's Government how much funding 

or borrowing approval for housing was returned to 

HM Treasury in (1) 2014–15, (2) 2015–16, and (3) 

2016–17. [HL7522] 

Lord Bourne of Aberystwyth: Below is a table which 

sets out the housing budget surrenders made by the 

Department from 2014/15 to 2016/17. 

£/ million 14/15 15/16 16/17 Total 

Capital 
Financial 

Transaction 

38 1000 12 1050 

Capital 

Non-FT 

  70 70 

Total 38 1000 82 1120 

Budgets were surrendered in 2015/16 as part of the 

Spending Review (SR) process. These budgets were 

secured in future years for the following SR period and 

had no effect on overall programme delivery. 
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Immigration 

Asked by Lord Roberts of Llandudno 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what plans they 

have to ensure that Home Office immigration services 

are fit for purpose following the Windrush scandal. 

[HL7475] 

Baroness Williams of Trafford: What happened with 

the Windrush cohort should not have happened. We value 

the contribution made by Commonwealth citizens who 

have made a life in the UK and would not want anyone to 

feel unwelcome or to be in any doubt of their right to 

remain here. 

To ensure that events of this nature do not happen 

again, the Home Secretary has announced that we will 

bring independent oversight and challenge to an internal 

lessons learned review already underway in my 

department. 

The review will seek to draw out how members of the 

Windrush generation came to be entangled in measures 

designed for illegal immigrants; why that was not spotted 

sooner; and whether the right corrective measures are now 

in place. The review will take into account the 

experiences of those involved and wider reflections on 

Home Office culture as a whole. 

The Home Secretary has asked for the review to aim to 

complete its work before summer recess. 

Immigration: Caribbean 

Asked by Lord Roberts of Llandudno 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what plans they 

have to reassure members of the Windrush generation 

about the legality of their immigration status. [HL7474] 

Baroness Williams of Trafford: I would not want 

anyone from the Windrush generation who has made their 

life in the UK to feel unwelcome or to be in any doubt of 

their right to remain here. 

We have identified influential faith leaders in key cities 

throughout the UK and Caribbean community groups who 

will cascade our messages to the Windrush generation. 

We will identify 10-15 outreach community ambassadors 

who will carry out this activity This will include churches, 

community events and local businesses, in around 400 

African Caribbean touch points in five key cities 

including: London, Birmingham, Manchester, 

Nottingham and Bristol. 

Individuals can contact the dedicated Home Office 

taskforce to help the Windrush Generation and other long-

term residents to evidence their right to be in the UK and 

to access the necessary services and benefits. They can 

contact the Home Office, by telephone on 0800 678 1925 

or by emailing 

commonwealthtaskforce@homeoffice.gsi.gov.uk. 

Islam 

Asked by Lord Pearson of Rannoch 

To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to the 

answer by Baroness Williams of Trafford on 30 April 

(HL Deb, col 1845), what elements of the Lord Bishop 

of Leeds' question gave the Minister cause to say that 

"the right reverend Prelate is right". [HL7530] 

Baroness Williams of Trafford: The Lord Bishop of 

Leeds was right in that it is wrong to bear false witness 

against your neighbour. In Parliament, it would be against 

the Ministerial code to do so. 

Israeli Settlements 

Asked by Baroness Tonge 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what 

representations they have made to the government of 

Israel concerning Israel's Settlements Regularisation 

Law and the test case to be held before the Israeli 

Supreme Court on 3 June; and what assessment they 

have made of the letter from Lawyers for Human Rights 

to the Minister of State for the Foreign and 

Commonwealth Office. [HL7485] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: As the UK made clear in 

our statement of 7 February 2017 we condemn the 

passing of the Land Regularisation Law by the Knesset. 

This damages Israel’s standing with its international 

partners. This law paves the way for significant growth in 

settlements deep in the West Bank, threatening the 

viability of the two-state solution. I received the letter 

from Lawyers for Palestinian Human Rights (LPHR) 

outlining their concerns. I replied to the LPHR on this 

issue on 11 May. 

Land Drainage 

Asked by Lord Kennedy of Southwark 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what plans they 

have to encourage greater use of soakaways. [HL7524] 

Lord Bourne of Aberystwyth: We are now 

considering the responses to the consultation on the draft 

revised National Planning Policy Framework which 

closed on 10 May. The draft Framework incorporated 

December 2014’s written ministerial statement (HCWS 

161) requiring Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS) in 

all major developments (e.g. 10 dwellings or more) unless 

there is clear evidence against their use. This is in 

addition to existing policy that expects developments 

(both major or minor) in flood risk areas to give priority 

to the use of SuDS. Planning guidance also sets out the 

kinds of sustainable drainage systems that should be 

considered according to a hierarchy of drainage options, 

with discharge into the ground being most favourable. 
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Legal Aid Scheme: Immigration 

Asked by Lord Taylor of Warwick 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment, 

if any, they have made of the extent to which cuts to 

legal aid provision were a factor in the Windrush 

immigration issue. [HL7534] 

Lord Keen of Elie: While an assessment has not been 

made, the Government is reviewing the impact of legal 

aid changes made under the Legal Aid, Sentencing and 

Punishment of Offenders Act 2012 (LASPO), assessing 

the changes against their legislative objectives. This 

review will include changes made to provision of legal 

aid for advice on immigration matters. 

The Home Office are putting in place a dedicated 

Windrush case-working team which will help those 

affected through the system. The Home Office is ensuring 

that the process will not require anyone to seek legal 

advice. 

Asked by Lord Taylor of Warwick 

To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they have 

any plans to reinstate legal aid for those seeking to 

challenge their immigration status; and what safeguards 

they will put in place to prevent wrongful prosecutions 

by the Home Office. [HL7535] 

Lord Keen of Elie: Early legal advice is available for 

all legal cases within the scope of the Legal Aid, 

Sentencing and Punishment of Offenders Act 2012 

(LASPO), subject to means and merits tests. 

Legal aid remains available for individuals seeking 

advice on claiming asylum or challenging their detention 

under immigration powers. This includes applications and 

appeals against asylum decisions, and judicial review of 

certain immigration issues, subject to the applicant 

passing the statutory means and merits tests. 

The changes made to LASPO are currently being 

reviewed as part of a post-implementation review. This 

will include the changes made to the scope of early legal 

advice and legal representation. The results of this review 

will be published later this year. 

The Home Office are putting in place a dedicated 

Windrush case-working team which will help those 

affected through the system. The Home Office is ensuring 

that the process will not require anyone to seek legal 

advice. 

National Probation Service for England and 

Wales: Bristol 

Asked by Baroness Corston 

To ask Her Majesty's Government whether the 

premises at Eden House, Bristol have been sold by the 

National Probation Service; and if so, when they were 

sold and to whom. [HL7496] 

Lord Keen of Elie: Eden House was placed on the 

open market in June 2016 and sold at auction on 28 

February 2017. The sale to Says Court Properties Limited 

was completed on 12 May 2017. 

The property was sold subject to the existing 

Community Rehabilitation Company (CRC) lease which 

runs until 2022. This protects the CRC’s interest in this 

property until the end of their contract. 

National Security 

Asked by Lord Taylor of Warwick 

To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they have 

made progress in securing a Brexit deal on security. 

[HL7781] 

Lord Callanan: We have continued to build on the 

progress we made at March European Council, by jointly 

publishing the topics for discussion on the future 

framework. This incorporates both the economic and 

security partnerships outlined by the Prime Minister. 

The Government is clear that we must do whatever is 

most practical and pragmatic to provide security for our 

citizens. We therefore intend to develop a new security 

partnership with the EU that builds on the breadth and 

depth of our shared interests and values, and thus goes 

beyond any existing third country arrangements. We want 

to continue to cooperate with the EU on all aspects of our 

security relationship from foreign and defence policy, to 

law enforcement and criminal judicial cooperation. 

Offences against Children 

Asked by Baroness Jones of Moulsecoomb 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what comparative 

assessment they have made of the incidence of 

neglect of children (1) in mainstream schools, and (2) 

who are home-schooled. [HL7513] 

Lord Agnew of Oulton: The duty on local authorities 

under the Children Act 1989 to safeguard and promote the 

welfare of children in need, including where children are 

at risk of or experiencing neglect, applies regardless of 

where children are educated. 

Data on children educated at home is not collected on a 

national basis, and therefore no assessment has been made 

of the incidence of neglect of these children compared to 

those educated in mainstream schools. Data and analysis 

from the attached ‘Children in Need’ review, published in 

March 2018, shows that for all children, 17.6% of 

assessments made following a referral to children’s social 

care identify neglect as a factor; this has not been broken 

down by educational setting. The most recent triennial 

analysis of serious case reviews, published by the NSPCC 

in 2016, references four cases where children who were 

abused and neglected had been educated at home. 

On 10 April 2018, the department launched a call for 

evidence on home education, which covers the issues of 

registration, monitoring and support for families which 

educate their children at home. Additionally, we are 

consulting on revised guidance for local authorities and 
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parents, and the draft guidance addresses the interface 

between home education and safeguarding issues. The 

consultation is attached. 

The Answer includes the following attached material: 

Children_in_Need_of_help_and_protection 

[Children_in_Need_of_help_and_protection_Data_and_analysis.p

df] 

Elective_ home_education_call_for_evidence [Elective_ 

home_education_call_for_evidence_consultation.pdf] 

The material can be viewed online at: 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-
answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2018-05-02/HL7513 

Offenders: Females 

Asked by Lord Beecham 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what form the 

latest review of the decisions to set up community 

prisons for women and launch a scheme to support 

female offenders will take; and when it is likely to be 

completed. [HL7544] 

Lord Keen of Elie: Female offenders often have 

complex issues and needs. This is why by 2020 we will 

have invested £1 million seed funding to support local 

areas to respond to the needs of female offenders by 

adopting a multi-agency, whole system approach, which 

aims to bring together and improve services at each stage 

of the criminal justice system. We will also deliver a 

strategy to improve outcomes for women both in the 

community and in custody which will be released in the 

coming months. 

We want to divert women from custody wherever 

possible, but some women do need to be held in prison. 

Where this is true, we want to provide the best 

rehabilitative regimes possible which are specifically 

tailored to women’s needs to break the reoffending cycle. 

We remain committed to doing all we can to address 

the issues around female offending, so we can better 

protect the public and deliver more effective 

rehabilitation. 

Saw O Moo 

Asked by Baroness Goudie 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what discussions 

they have had with the government of Burma regarding 

the killing of human rights defender and community 

leader Saw O Moo by the Burmese Army on 5 April. 

[HL7795] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: We have not raised the 

case of Saw O Moo with the government of Burma. The 

UK remains committed to supporting human rights and 

the rule of law in Burma and will keep this case under 

review. 

Syria: Humanitarian Aid 

Asked by Lord Truscott 

To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to the 

Written Answer by Earl Howe on 3 May (HL7372), 

what is the criteria for the delivery of the UK's £2.71 

billion in humanitarian aid to the people of Syria; how 

it is allocated; and who will receive it. [HL7786] 

Lord Bates: The UK concentrates its humanitarian 

efforts in Syria on helping those most acutely in need. We 

have now committed £2.71 billion to the Syria Crisis to 

date, our largest ever response to a single humanitarian 

crisis. Of this, £2.3 billion has already been allocated by 

DFID to implementing partners including £910 million 

for humanitarian projects in Syria, and over £1.4 billion 

for projects in the region supporting Syrian refugees and 

host communities. DFID is currently funding 15 agencies 

implementing projects in Syria, including UN agencies, 

international NGOs, and some private sector companies. 

Since 2012, our support has provided life-saving 

support to millions of Syrians, including over 22 million 

food rations, 9.9 million medical consultations, and over 9 

million relief packages across Syria. 

Universal Credit 

Asked by The Lord Bishop of Durham 

To ask Her Majesty's Government how many families 

claiming Universal Credit incur childcare costs above 

£760.42 per month for one child or £1303.57 for two or 

more children. [HL7497] 

Asked by The Lord Bishop of Durham 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what plans they 

have to ensure that the maximum amount of childcare 

costs supported through Universal Credit reflects the 

cost of full-time childcare for children under three. 

[HL7498] 

Asked by The Lord Bishop of Durham 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment 

they have made of the effect on childcare providers of 

payment in arrears of Universal Credit. [HL7499] 

Baroness Buscombe: The information on childcare 

costs incurred by families claiming Universal Credit is not 

readily available and could only be provided at 

disproportionate cost. 

DWP has not carried out an assessment of the effect on 

childcare providers of payment in arrears of Universal 

Credit. 

Where claimants start work or increase their working 

hours, we offer extra support to enable them to pay 

upfront childcare costs: for example, claimants may be 

eligible to receive an advance of their future Universal 

Credit entitlement, which is interest free and can be repaid 

over a period of 12 months. Work coaches work with our 

claimants to ensure that where this is taken up, that 

repayments are manageable. 
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For claimants ineligible to receive a budgeting advance, 

the Flexible Support Fund may also offer assistance. This 

fund allows us to provide flexible and discretionary non-

repayable support to claimants in financial need to move 

into work and can be used to help claimants to meet 

upfront childcare costs so that they can accept offers of 

work. 

West Bank: Water 

Asked by Lord Hylton 

To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they plan 

to discuss with the Palestinian Hydrology Group an 

equitable basis for sharing the available water in the 

West Bank. [HL7618] 

Lord Bates: DFID works with the UN Children’s Fund 

(UNICEF) to support up to 1 million Gazans by providing 

clean water and rehabilitating sanitation facilities. DFID 

is also developing a new economic development 

programme which will help to address the lack of safe 

water in the Occupied Palestinian Territories through a 

range of activities, including by: enhancing the domestic 

desalination capacity; increasing capacity to import more 

water; and reforms and institutional capacity building to 

Palestinian water agencies. There are no plans at present 

to discuss an equitable basis for sharing the available 

water in the West Bank with the Palestinian Hydrology 

Group. 

Work Experience 

Asked by Lord Mendelsohn 

To ask Her Majesty's Government when they 

expect to achieve their aim to “stamp out illegal unpaid 

internships”, as pledged in their response to the Taylor 

review of modern working practices. [HL7805] 

Asked by Lord Mendelsohn 

To ask Her Majesty's Government how they plan to 

raise awareness of existing legislation on the use of 

unpaid internships among employers and workers; and 

when they will issue updated guidance in this area, as 

pledged in the their response to the Taylor review of 

modern working practices. [HL7806] 

Asked by Lord Mendelsohn 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what will be 

involved in their intelligence-led enforcement against 

employers who use unpaid interns, as pledged in their 

response to the Taylor review of modern working 

practices. [HL7807] 

Asked by Lord Mendelsohn 

To ask Her Majesty's Government when they will 

assess whether their approach to eradicating unpaid 

internships has been effective, as pledged in their 

response to the Taylor review of modern working 

practices. [HL7808] 

Asked by Lord Mendelsohn 

To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they will 

publish a list of their (1) meetings held in the past year, 

and (2) forthcoming meetings with sector bodies or 

employers to discuss the use of unpaid internships, as 

pledged in their response to the Taylor review of 

modern working practices. [HL7809] 

Lord Henley: The Government is committed to 

cracking down on worker exploitation in the labour 

market. This includes the exploitative use of unpaid 

interns. 

We continue to invest heavily in minimum wage 

enforcement, increasing the budget to £26.3 million for 

2018/19, up from £13 million in 2015/16. HM Revenue 

and Customs (HMRC) follow-up every worker complaint 

it receives and takes enforcement action against 

employers underpaying the National Minimum Wage 

(NMW). 

HMRC also conducts proactive, targeted enforcement 

in sectors or areas where there is a higher risk of workers 

not being paid the legal minimum wage. HMRC is 

prioritising employers of unpaid interns as part of this 

work. For example, HMRC routinely contacts employers 

who advertise unpaid internships, signposting them to 

NMW guidance to help ensure they are compliant. 

HMRC has contacted over 1,000 employers in this way 

since last year. 

The Government discusses NMW obligations with 

employers and worker groups frequently. This includes 

the issue of exploitative unpaid internships. In line with 

the commitments made in the Taylor review of modern 

working practices, the Government will hold a roundtable 

with employers and leaders from sectors that commonly 

use interns, to increase awareness of existing legislation. 

This is scheduled to take place before summer recess. 

The Government also committed to updating public 

guidance for employers and workers on the rules for 

paying interns. I can confirm that changes will be 

published over the summer alongside other updates to 

NMW guidance. 

The Government continually assesses the effectiveness 

of its approach to NMW enforcement, including the 

approach taken with respect unpaid internships. We will 

continue to monitor the use of unpaid internships through 

our regular stakeholder engagement and will publish 

further details on progress made in enforcement of the 

NMW over the summer. 
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