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Written Statements 
Monday, 15 January 2018 

Tax-free Childcare Roll-out: Update 

[HLWS394] 

Lord Bates: My right honourable friend the Chief 

Secretary to the Treasury (Elizabeth Truss) has today 

made the following Written Ministerial Statement. 

In April 2017 the Government launched Tax-Free 

Childcare, which helps working parents with the cost of 

childcare with up to £2,000 of support per child. Today 

we will open the scheme to parents whose youngest child 

is under 9, or who turn 9 today. We will be opening the 

scheme to all remaining eligible families on 14th 

February. This means all eligible parents will be able to 

apply for Tax-Free Childcare before the end of this 

financial year. 

This government is giving more help with the cost of 

childcare to working parents than ever before. We 

introduced Tax-Free Childcare in April 2017, and have 

doubled the free childcare available to working parents of 

3 and 4 year olds to 30 hours a week. In 2019/20 we will 

be spending around £6bn on childcare support – a record 

amount of support. 

Since opening the childcare service, through which 

parents apply for 30 hours free childcare and Tax-Free 

Childcare, more than 325,000 customers have 

successfully applied and are now using the service. Of 

these, more than 295,000 parents are eligible for 30 hours 

free childcare. Over 170,000 have a Tax-Free Childcare 

account and we have begun activity to further raise 

awareness of Tax-Free Childcare. We want to encourage 

more parents to take up the offer they are entitled to. 

War Pensions Scheme Uprating 2017 

[HLWS395] 

Earl Howe: My right hon. Friend the Minister for 

Defence People and Veterans (Tobias Ellwood) has made 

the following Written Ministerial Statement. 

The new rates of war pensions and allowances proposed 

from April 2018 are set out in the tables below. The 

Annual uprating of war pensions and allowances for 2018 

will take place from the week beginning 9 April. Rates for 

2018 are increasing by 3.0 per cent in line with the 

September 2017 Consumer Price Index. 

War Pensions Rates   

 RATES RATES 

(Weekly rates unless otherwise 

shown) 

2017 2018 

WAR PENSIONS   

Disablement Pension (100% rates)   

officer (£ per annum) 9,392.00 9,674.00 

other ranks (weekly amount) 180 185.4 

 RATES RATES 

   

Age allowances payable from age 

65 

  

40%-50% 12.05 12.4 

over 50% but not over 70% 18.55 19.1 

over 70% but not over 90% 26.35 27.15 

over 90% 37.1 38.2 

Disablement gratuity (one-off 

payment) 

  

specified minor injury (min.) 1,147.00 1,181.00 

specified minor injury (max.) 8,559.00 8,816.00 

1 – 5% gratuity 2,862.00 2,948.00 

6 – 14% gratuity 6,363.00 6,554.00 

15 – 19% gratuity 11,128.00 11,462.00 

SUPPLEMENTARY 

ALLOWANCES 

  

Unemployability allowance   

Personal 111.2 114.55 

adult dependency increase 61.8 63.65 

increase for first child 14.35 14.8 

increase for subsequent children 16.9 17.4 

Invalidity allowance   

higher rate 22 22.65 

middle rate 14.3 14.7 

lower rate 7.15 7.35 

Constant attendance allowance   

exceptional rate 135.8 139.8 

intermediate rate 101.85 104.85 

full day rate 67.9 69.9 

Part-day rate 33.95 34.95 

Comforts allowance   

higher rate 29.2 30.1 

lower rate 14.6 15.05 

Mobility supplement 64.8 66.75 

Allowance for lowered standard of 

occupation (maximum) 

67.88 69.92 

Therapeutic earnings limit (annual 

rate) 

6,240.00 6,526.00 

Exceptionally severe disablement 

allowance 

67.9 69.9 

Severe disablement occupational 

allowance 

33.95 34.95 

Clothing allowance (£ per annum) 232 239 

Education allowance (£ per 

annum) (max) 

120 120 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-statement/Lords/2018-01-15/HLWS394/
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 RATES RATES 

WIDOW(ER)S BENEFITS   

Widow(er)s' - other ranks (basic 

with children) (weekly amount) 

136.5 140.6 

Widow(er) - Officer higher rate 

both wars (basic with children) (£ 
per annum) 

7,259.00 7,477.00 

Childless widow(er)s' u-40 (other 
ranks) (weekly amount) 

32.69 33.67 

Widow(er) – Officer lower rate 
both wars (£ per annum) 

2,521.00 2,597.00 

Supplementary Pension 91.31 94.05 

Age allowance   

(a) age 65 to 69 15.55 16 

(b) age 70 to 79 29.9 30.8 

   

 

 RATES RATES 

   

(c) age 80 and over 44.35 45.7 

Children's allowance   

Increase for first child 21.4 22.05 

Increase for subsequent children 24 24.7 

Orphan's pension   

Increase for first child 24.5 25.25 

Increase for subsequent children 26.8 27.6 

Unmarried dependant living as 

spouse (max) 

134.15 138.25 

Rent allowance (maximum) 51.4 52.95 

Adult orphan's pension 
(maximum) 

104.9 108.05 
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Written Answers 
Monday, 15 January 2018 

Antisocial Behaviour: Public Transport 

Asked by Baroness Stowell of Beeston 

To ask Her Majesty's Government how many public 

transport operators have (1) applied, and (2) been 

granted, powers by the police to tackle anti-social 

behaviour since 2012. [HL4502] 

Baroness Williams of Trafford: Under section 5 of 

the Anti-social Behaviour, Crime and Policing Act 2014, 

Transport for London are able to apply to the court to 

grant an injunction to prevent individuals from engaging 

in anti-social behaviour and the Mayor of Greater 

Manchester wrote to the Home Office recently to request 

similar powers for Transport for Greater Manchester. In 

addition, the West Midlands Combined Authority 

(Functions and Amendment) Order 2017 allows the West 

Midlands Combined Authority to apply for an injunction 

against individuals in respect of anti-social behaviour on 

the bus and tram network in the Combined Authority 

Area. 

Lead: Theft 

Asked by Lord Birt 

To ask Her Majesty's Government how many 

incidents of the theft of lead from church roofs were 

reported in each of the past five years; what was the 

weight of the lead stolen in each of those years; and 

how many successful prosecutions for such theft 

there were in each of those years. [HL4454] 

Baroness Williams of Trafford: The Home Office 

collects data on police recorded metal thefts, but it is not 

possible from these data to identify whether the metal was 

taken from a church, nor the weight of the stolen metal 

The Office for National Statistics (ONS) publishes 

police recorded crime data on metal theft annually within 

their property crime tables. The latest figures, for the year 

ending March 2017, can be accessed here: 

https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunit

y/crimeandjustice/datasets/focusonpropertycrimeappendix

tables 

Prosecutions data are the responsibility of the Ministry 

of Justice (MoJ). 

Litter 

Asked by Baroness Stowell of Beeston 

To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they have 

made any assessment of the use and effectiveness of 

Community Protection Notices in reducing litter around 

restaurants and shops. [HL4504] 

Baroness Williams of Trafford: The Community 

Protection Notice is one of the powers available to the 

police and local authorities through the Anti-social 

Behaviour, Crime and Policing Act 2014 to help them to 

prevent and respond to different forms of anti-social 

behaviour. We do not require these agencies to report to 

the Government on their use of the powers and we have 

made no assessment of their effectiveness in reducing 

litter around restaurants and shops. 

Offences against Children 

Asked by Lord Blencathra 

To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to the 

Written Answer by Baroness Williams of Trafford on 

21 December 2017 (HL4228), whether they have made 

any assessment of the finding of the report by Quilliam, 

Group Based Child Sexual Exploitation – Dissecting 

Grooming Gangs, published in December 2017, that 84 

per cent of child sexual exploitation offenders who 

operate in gangs or groups are Asian, most of whom are 

men “of Pakistani (Muslim) origin”; what is their 

estimate of that percentage; and, if different, on what 

statistics and records they have based their estimate. 

[HL4538] 

Baroness Williams of Trafford: Child sexual 

exploitation is not exclusive to any single culture, 

community, race or religion. It happens in all areas of the 

country and can take many forms. 

The Government has made significant progress in 

tackling child sexual exploitation as set out in its 

‘Tackling CSE: Progress Report’ published in February 

2017. This announced a £40m package of measures to 

protect children and young people from sexual abuse, 

exploitation and trafficking, and to crack down on 

offenders. This includes our new £7.5 million centre of 

expertise on child abuse which is conducting research into 

offender motivations, so that we can better understand 

and target different forms of offending. 

Parliament: Correspondence 

Asked by Lord Norton of Louth 

To ask the Senior Deputy Speaker how many items of 

correspondence were received in the Palace of 

Westminster in 2017; and of those, what proportion was 

received in the House of Lords. [HL4561] 

Lord Laming: The Senior Deputy Speaker has asked 

me, as Chairman of the Services Committee, to respond 

on his behalf. 

In total, 1,633,770 items of mail were received in the 

Palace of Westminster in 2017. The Administration does 

not count which House each item goes to but estimates 

that approximately 30 per cent of these items were 

destined for the House of Lords. These figures do not 

include parcels, courier items or internal mail. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2018-01-08/HL4502
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Prostitution 

Asked by Lord Alton of Liverpool 

To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to the 

Written Answer by Baroness Williams of Trafford on 5 

January (HL4302) concerning offences relating to 

prostitution, (1) whether they will place in the Library 

of the House a copy of the terms of reference for the 

research that has been commissioned by the Home 

Office; and (2) who has been commissioned to conduct 

that research. [HL4444] 

Baroness Williams of Trafford: The Government will 

place a copy of the tender document which sets out the 

terms of reference for this research in the Library of the 

House. The research tender process will close on 15 

January, after which time bids will be assessed and the 

successful applicant announced by the end of March 

2018. 

Road Traffic Offences: Mobile Phones 

Asked by Lord Blencathra 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what action they 

are taking to ensure that police forces adopt and 

implement a consistent definition of what constitutes 

use of a mobile phone whilst driving; and whether they 

intend to introduce legislation to clarify the law in this 

regard. [HL4534] 

Baroness Williams of Trafford: The enforcement of 

the offence of driving whilst using a mobile phone is an 

operational matter for Chief Officers of police. This 

Government supports any action taken by the police to 

deter and reduce the number of mobile phone offences. 

Small Businesses 

Asked by Lord Taylor of Warwick 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment 

they have made of the results of the survey conducted 

by the Federation of Small Businesses that one in seven 

small business owners plan to downsize, close or sell 

their companies during the next three months. [HL4509] 

Lord Henley: The Government has been clear in its 

commitment to making the UK the best place in the world 

to start and grow a business. The UK has a record 5.7 

million private sector businesses at the start of 2017, an 

increase of 197,000 compared with the start of 2016 and 

just over 2 million more than in 2010. Through our 

Industrial Strategy we will create a business environment 

that helps small businesses thrive. 

Small Businesses: Billing 

Asked by Lord Taylor of Warwick 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what steps they are 

taking to address concerns about late payments to small 

to medium sized businesses. [HL4510] 

Lord Henley: In April 2017, the Government 

introduced a duty on large businesses to report on their 

payment practices, policies and performance. This 

statutory requirement increases transparency, providing 

suppliers with better information about the payment 

practices of large businesses they intend to trade with. 

In October 2017 BEIS published two consultations on 

payment practices within the construction sector. The 

consultations run in parallel, with a response period of 

just over 12 weeks, closing on the 19 January 2018. Both 

consultations and supporting documentation will be used 

to assess the extent of the issues; and what further 

intervention is needed. 

In December 2017 the Government launched the Small 

Business Commissioner to help small businesses 

struggling with late payments. Paul Uppal, the Small 

Business Commissioner, will play an important role in 

supporting small businesses to resolve their payment 

disputes with larger businesses, providing advice, and 

help bring about a culture change in payment practices 

and how businesses deal with each other. 

In the public sector, the Public Contracts Regulations 

2015, mandate that public sector buyers must include 30-

day payment terms in new public sector contracts, and 

requires that this payment term be passed down the 

supply chain. The Mystery Shopper service will 

investigate reports of poor procurement practice and late 

payment, including late payment through the supply 

chain. 

The Government also continues to support the 

voluntary, industry-led Prompt Payment Code, which 

remains the gold standard of payment practices. 
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