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Written Statements 
Tuesday, 14 November 2017 

Forensic Science Regulator 

[HLWS238] 

Baroness Williams of Trafford: I am today 

announcing the reappointment of Dr. Gillian Tully as 

Forensic Science Regulator (FSR). The FSR is an 

independent office holder responsible for establishing and 

encouraging compliance with quality standards for 

forensic science. Dr Tully will be appointed for a second 

term of three years from 17 November 2017 to 16 

November 2020. 

General Affairs Council (November 2017) 

[HLWS240] 

Lord Henley: My hon Friend the Minister for Small 

Business, Consumers and Corporate Responsibility 

(Margot James), has today made the following statement: 

A meeting of the General Affairs Council (Cohesion) 

will be held in Brussels on 15 November 2017. The UK 

will be represented by Rory O’Donnell (Counsellor for 

Regions, Agriculture and Fisheries) from the UK 

Permanent Representation to the European Union. 

The General Affairs Council is expected to focus on the 

modification of the Common Provisions Regulation; 

followed by an exchange of views based on the 7 th 

Report on Economic, Social and Territorial Cohesion. 

Modification of the Commons Provisions Regulation 

The Estonian Presidency will provide an update on 

proposed changes to the Common Provisions Regulation 

(the overarching EU regulation which governs the 

European Structural and Investment Funds). These are 

expected to be in place before our withdrawal from the 

EU and were proposed by the Commission as part of the 

Mid-Term Review of the Multiannual Financial 

Framework (MFF) in order to simplify and harmonise 

existing regulations. 

7th Report on Economic, Social and Territorial 

Cohesion 

The Council will discuss conclusions from the cohesion 

report, which assesses the EU’s Cohesion Policy in recent 

years and recognises the need for greater visibility in its 

implementation. It calls for further simplification and 

flexibility in the period beyond 2020. A discussion 

between Member States on the themes raised in the report 

is expected. 

Hydrofluorocarbon Greenhouse Gases 

[HLWS236] 

Lord Gardiner of Kimble: My Hon Friend the 

Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for the 

Environment (Thérèse Coffey) has today made the 

following statement. 

I am pleased to inform the House that the United 

Kingdom has completed ratification of an amendment to 

the United Nations’ Montreal Protocol. 

The Kigali Amendment requires a phase down of the 

production and use of hydrofluorocarbon greenhouse 

gases (HFCs) over the next three decades in order to 

mitigate climate change. Agreed in Kigali, Rwanda in 

October 2016 by 197 Parties to the Protocol, the 

amendment commits the UK and other developed 

countries to reduce HFCs by 85% between 2019 and 

2036. 

The Montreal Protocol is the international treaty agreed 

in 1987 to protect the stratospheric ozone layer. UK 

scientists played a key role in discovering the hole in the 

ozone layer and it was the Conservative Government in 

the 1980s which pushed hard for international action to 

protect it. This year the Protocol celebrates its 30th 

anniversary. It has so far succeeded in phasing out 98% 

(by potency) of the chemicals responsible for damaging 

the ozone layer, protecting human health, agriculture and 

the wider environment. These chemicals include 

chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs) and 

hydrochlorofluorocarbons (HCFCs) and were principally 

used in refrigeration, air conditioning, aerosols, insulation 

foams, fire extinguishers and various other industrial 

applications. As a result of their phase out, the ozone 

layer is showing the first signs of recovery. 

The main family of replacement chemicals, HFCs, do 

not damage the ozone layer but are potent greenhouse 

gases, with a global warming potential ranging from 

hundreds to thousands of times greater than carbon 

dioxide. The growth of refrigeration and air conditioning 

in developing countries means HFC use could have 

amounted to as much as 11% of global greenhouse gas 

emissions by 2050. 

With the increasing availability of HFC alternatives for 

most uses, the UK is already committed to cut HFC usage 

by 79% by 2030 – amongst the most ambitious phase 

downs in the world. The Kigali amendment will enter into 

force on the 1st of January 2019 provided at least 20 

countries have ratified it by then, else it will enter into 

force 90 days following the 20th ratification. Once the 

amendment has entered into force, this will mean the rest 

of the world will be following our lead in phasing down 

HFCs, making a major contribution to addressing climate 

change and helping level the playing field for UK 

businesses. 

It is estimated that this deal will avoid cumulative 

emissions equivalent to between 74 and 84 billion tonnes 

of carbon dioxide by 2050, which equates to the output of 

over 700 coal fired power stations operating between now 

and 2050. In turn that is likely to avoid close to 0.5 

degrees Celsius of global warming by the end of this 

century, making a major contribution to the Paris climate 

agreement goal of keeping the global temperature 

increase well below 2 degrees. 

The UK played a central role in agreeing the deal, and 

is now one of the first nations in the world to ratify this 

ground-breaking UN agreement. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-statement/Lords/2017-11-14/HLWS238/
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The key elements of the amendment are as follows. 

Developed countries will meet the following phase 

down commitment: 

•By 2019, production and consumption of HFCs will be 

reduced by 10% relative to the amount of HFCs produced 

or consumed in the years 2011 to 2013, plus an additional 

allowance of 15% of the baseline used for their phase out 

of HCFCs. 

•By 2024, the amount will be reduced by 40% and then 

by 70% by 2029, 80% by 2034 and finally 85% by 2036. 

All developing countries, except India, Pakistan, Saudi 

Arabia, Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, The United Arab 

Emirates, Iran and Iraq will meet the following phase 

down commitment: 

•By 2024, production and consumption of HFCs will be 

limited to 100% of the average amount of HFCs produced 

or consumed in the years 2020 to 2022, plus an additional 

allowance of 65% of the baseline used for their phase out 

of HCFCs. 

•By 2029, this amount will be reduced by 10% and then 

by 30% in 2035, 50% in 2040 and finally 80% by 2045. 

•Production and consumption established before 2020 

will be eligible for financial support from developed 

countries to help with the transition to low global 

warming alternatives. 

India Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, 

Qatar, The United Arab Emirates, Iran and Iraq, will meet 

the following phase down commitment: 

•By 2028, production and consumption of HFCs will be 

limited to 100% of the average amount of HFCs produced 

or consumed in the years 2024 to 2026, plus an additional 

allowance of 65% of the baseline used for their phase out 

of HCFCs. 

•By 2032, this amount will be reduced by 10% and then 

by 20% in 2037, 30% in 2042 and finally 85% by 2047. 

•Production and consumption established before 2024 

will be eligible for financial support from developed 

countries to help with the transition to low global 

warming alternatives. 

Certain Gulf countries and others with high average 

temperatures will be able to exempt large scale air-

conditioning from the phase down requirements if they 

believe suitable alternatives are not available for their 

climates. 

There will be a review of the availability of 

technologies which use alternatives to HFCs in 2022 and 

every 5 years thereafter to inform any necessary 

adjustments to the phase down schedule. There will also 

be a review 4 to 5 years before 2028 specifically to 

consider whether those countries which have to cap HFC 

production and use by 2028 need a compliance deferral of 

2 years due to faster HFC growth than anticipated. 

Ministerial Correction 

[HLWS237] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: An error has been 

identified in the Written Answer given to Baroness Tonge 

[HL1800] tabled on 9 October and answered on 23 

October. 

The answer given was as follows: While we have not 

raised this specific issue, we have consistently called on 

the Israeli Government to ease movement and access 

restrictions in the Occupied Palestinian Territories. We 

are supporting the UN Access Coordination Unit who 

work with the World Health Organisation, Israeli 

Government, Palestinian Authority (PA) and aid agencies 

to facilitate the transfer of medical equipment and 

supplies, as well as patient referrals in and out of Gaza. 

We are aware that Israeli hospitals do treat Palestinian 

patients following referrals from the PA. 

The correct answer should have been: While we have 

not raised this specific issue, we have consistently called 

on the Israeli Government to ease movement and access 

restrictions in the Occupied Palestinian Territories. We 

are supporting the UN Access Coordination Unit who 

work with the Israeli Government, Palestinian Authority 

(PA) and aid agencies to facilitate the transfer of 

humanitarian goods including medical equipment and 

supplies in and out of Gaza. We are aware that Israeli 

hospitals do treat Palestinian patients following referrals 

from the PA. 

Museums Reviews 

[HLWS239] 

Lord Ashton of Hyde: My hon. Friend the Minister for 

Arts, Heritage and Tourism, has today made the following 

statement in the House of Commons. 

Today DCMS publishes The Mendoza Review: an 

independent review of museums in England and the 

Strategic Review of DCMS-sponsored museums. 

Neil Mendoza was the lead, independent reviewer. He 

was supported by officials at DCMS. Throughout the 

process Neil engaged closely with the museums sector, 

Arts Council England (ACE), Heritage Lottery Fund 

(HLF), Historic England (HE), and relevant government 

departments. 

The Mendoza Review of Museums in England 

The Mendoza Review is the first in over a decade to 

examine the English museums sector. It was 

commissioned in response to the Culture White Paper in 

2016 which called for “a wide-ranging review of national, 

local and regional museums, working closely with ACE 

and HLF”. Therefore, it has looked at what the national 

infrastructure for museums is, what it could and should 

be, the museums sponsored directly by government, and 

the challenges and opportunities for all of England’s 

museums. Whilst it focuses primarily on the 1,312 ACE 

accredited museums, it does consider the wider context of 

the sector, which emcompasses approximately 2,000 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-statement/Lords/2017-11-14/HLWS237/
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museums in England. The review does not cover the 

policy of free admission to the permanent collections of 

national museums as this is a manifesto commitment. 

The Mendoza Review proposes recommendations 

enabling a more strategic approach to public funding for 

museums from government and its Arm’s Length Bodies. 

It highlights the increased importance for government and 

its ALBs (including the National Lottery) of distributing 

funding in a more joined-up and effective fashion. The 

roles and responsibilities for relevant stakeholders are 

divided as follows: 

• a more strategic and focused approach by DCMS and 

its ALBs; 

• a more prominent and assertive role for Arts Council 

England; 

• a more strategic use of Lottery funding for museums; 

• a more active role for Historic England; 

• and national responsibilities for national museums. 

The Review also sets out ideas for local authorities on 

how to make best use of their museums, and best practice 

suggestions for the sector itself. 

The report is available at: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-

mendoza-review-independent-review-of-museums-in-

england 

Strategic Review of DCMS-sponsored museums 

Alongside the Mendoza Review we publish the 

Strategic review of DCMS-sponsored museums. This is 

the first clustered review undertaken by any government 

department, following Cabinet Office guidelines for 

tailored reviews. It examines the form and functions of 16 

ALBs (15 museums and the British Library) sponsored by 

DCMS, their functions, forms, effectiveness, efficiency 

and accountability. Of particular importance was 

establishing the extent of the leadership and coordinating 

activity these ALBs provide, nationally and 

internationally, identifying any areas for improvement. It 

should be read alongside the Mendoza review for a full 

picture of the role, importance and significance of the 

sponsored museums, especially after the UK’s exit from 

the European Union, and how the findings from this 

review feed into and support its recommendations. 

Both reviews benefited from the independent Challenge 

Panel, members of which were appointed to ensure the 

review’s robustness and impartiality. I am also grateful to 

the following government departments who sat on the 

Programme Board: HM Treasury, Cabinet Office, the 

Department for Education, the Department for 

Communities and Local Government and the Ministry of 

Defence. Finally, I would like to thank all those who 

contributed evidence to the review through the public 

consultation. 

The report is available at: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/strategic-

review-of-dcms-sponsored-museums 

NATO Parliamentary Assembly 

[HLWS234] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: My Right Honourable 

Friend, the Secretary of State for Foreign and 

Commonwealth Affairs (Boris Johnson), has made the 

following written Ministerial statement: 

The following will represent the United Kingdom at the 

NATO Parliamentary Assembly: 

Baroness Adams of Craigielea Richard Benyon MP 

(Leader) Lord Campbell of Pittenweem Douglas 

Chapman MP Mary Creagh MP Nigel Dodds MP Mike 

Gapes MP James Gray MP Lord Hamilton of Epsom Mr 

Kevan Jones MP Lord Jopling Jack Lopresti MP Mrs 

Madeleine Moon MP Baroness Ramsay of Cartvale 

Andrew Rosindell MP Alec Shelbrooke MP John Spellar 

MP Bob Stewart MP 

Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of 

Europe: UK Delegation 

[HLWS235] 

Baroness Evans of Bowes Park: My Rt Hon. Friend 

the Prime Minister has made the following statement to 

the House of Commons: 

This written ministerial statement confirms that the 

United Kingdom delegation to the Parliamentary 

Assembly of the Council of Europe is constituted as 

follows: 

Sir Roger Gale MP (Leader) 

Full Representatives Substitute Members 

Hannah Bardell MP Lord Anderson of Swansea 

Liam Byrne MP Lord Balfe 

Sir Jeffrey Donaldson MP Lord Blencathra 

Earl of Dundee Alex Chalk MP 

Baroness Eccles of Moulton Christopher Chope MP 

Nigel Evans MP Colin Clark MP 

Mrs Cheryl Gillan MP Vernon Coaker MP 

John Howell MP Stella Creasy MP 

Susan Elan-Jones MP David T C Davies MP 

Sir Edward Leigh MP Lord Foulkes of Cumnock 

Kerry McCarthy MP Conor McGinn MP 

Ian Liddell-Grainger MP Shabana Mahmood MP 

Baroness Massey of Darwen Mary Robinson MP 

Lord Prescott Lord Russell of Liverpool 

Virendra Sharma MP Tommy Sheppard MP 

Angela Smith MP Maggie Throup MP 

Phil Wilson MP Lord Touhig 

 Martin Whitfield MP 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-mendoza-review-independent-review-of-museums-in-england
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-mendoza-review-independent-review-of-museums-in-england
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-mendoza-review-independent-review-of-museums-in-england
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/strategic-review-of-dcms-sponsored-museums
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/strategic-review-of-dcms-sponsored-museums
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-statement/Lords/2017-11-14/HLWS234/
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Teacher Recruitment, Leadership and 

Development 

[HLWS241] 

Lord Agnew of Oulton: My right honourable friend 

the Minister of State for School Standards (Nick Gibb) 

has made the following written ministerial statement. 

Today I am confirming that the Government has 

decided to transfer the functions of the National College 

for Teaching and Leadership (NCTL) relating to the 

recruitment of teachers, teacher development, and 

leadership into the core of the Department for Education. 

This will enable better delivery of the overall co-ordinated 

strategy to support and develop a strong high-quality 

teaching profession with continuous professional 

development at its heart. 

The agency’s remaining functions and responsibilities 

will focus on the regulation of the teaching profession, 

including misconduct hearings, and acting as the 

Competent Authority for teaching in England. Its role will 

also include the recognition of the professional status of 

teachers from outside England. It will remain an 

Executive Agency of the Department for Education and 

will be known in future as the Teaching Regulation 

Agency. The repurposed agency will be operational from 

1 April 2018. 

The Department will work with staff, unions, 

stakeholders and the education sector to finalise and 

deliver our plans. 

Details of today’s statement will be published on 

GOV.UK. 
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Written Answers 
Tuesday, 14 November 2017 

Academies: North West 

Asked by Lord Fearn 

To ask Her Majesty's Government how many 

academies have been established in the North West of 

England in each of the last two years to date. [HL2750] 

Lord Agnew of Oulton: As of 1 October 2017, a total 

of 148 academies, free schools, studio schools and 

University Technical Colleges (UTCs) have opened in the 

past two years in the North West region of England - 76 

opened in the 2016 calendar year and 72 have opened in 

the 2017 calendar year to date. The breakdown of these is 

as follows: 

North West 2016 2017 Total 

Academy 

Converter 

51 47 98 

Sponsor Led 

Academy 

16 20 36 

Free School 6 3 9 

Studio school 1 2 3 

UTC 2 0 2 

Grand Total 76 72 148 

As at 1 October 2017 a total of 1942 academies, free 

schools, studio schools and UTCs have opened in the past 

two years in England. The breakdown of these is as 

follows: 

England 2016 2017 Total 

Academy 

Converter 

681 662 1343 

Sponsor Led 
Academy 

228 256 484 

Free School 44 47 91 

Studio school 4 3 7 

UTC 11 6 17 

Grand Total 968 974 1942 

Academies: Pay 

Asked by Lord Storey 

To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they have 

set an upper limit for the annual salary of CEOs of 

multi-academy trusts; and if so, what. [HL2825] 

Asked by Lord Storey 

To ask Her Majesty's Government how the monies 

paid to trustees of multi-academy trusts are monitored. 

[HL2826] 

Lord Agnew of Oulton: It is essential that we have the 

best people to lead our schools to raise standards. The 

responsibilities of school leaders have changed 

significantly in recent years, with many now running 

several academies in a multi-academy trust. 

Academy trusts are free to set their own salaries for 

staff and the Department would expect this to reflect the 

size and complexity of the trust, as they must deliver 

value for money. 

The 2017 Academies Financial Handbook, attached, 

emphasises that decisions about levels of executive pay 

must follow a robust evidence-based process and are 

reflective of the individual’s role and responsibilities. 

Trusts must disclose senior staff pay annually in their 

audited accounts. The academies’ sector annual report and 

accounts we have published means there is now more 

information available than ever about academy trusts’ 

finances. The Education and Skills Funding Agency 

follow up where non-compliance is identified. Disclosure 

must include: 

The number of employees earning more than £60k, set 

out in £10k bands. 

Names of all trustees who received remuneration in 

each band, and the amounts they received. This will 

consist of the salaries of the principal in a single academy 

trust and the chief executive in a multi academy trust, 

unless in the exceptional case they have chosen not to be 

a trustee. 

Payments by academy trusts to their trustees must be 

disclosed in the trust’s annual accounts. These are 

independently audited and published for transparency. 

The disclosures will comprise payments to those staff 

who are also trustees, paid in their capacity as staff not as 

trustees. In addition, Charity Commission approval would 

be required if an academy trust wished to pay an 

individual for acting as trustee. 

The Answer includes the following attached material: 

Academies Financial Handbook 

[Academies_Financial_Handbook_2017.pdf] 

The material can be viewed online at: 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-

questions-answers-statements/written-

question/Lords/2017-11-01/HL2825 

Afghanistan: Peacekeeping Operations 

Asked by Baroness Coussins 

To ask Her Majesty's Government how many Afghan 

interpreters who had worked with the British armed 

forces have to date been relocated in the UK under the 

ex gratia redundancy scheme; how many such cases are 

currently in the pipeline awaiting relocation; and what 

percentage of those eligible for the redundancy scheme 

have to date applied for relocation to the UK. [HL2792] 

Earl Howe: The UK is committed to supporting our 

current and former local staff in Afghanistan, and our 

well-established ex-gratia redundancy scheme recognises 

their contribution and the debt of gratitude we owe them. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-10-31/HL2750
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-11-01/HL2825
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-11-01/HL2826
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-11-01/HL2826
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-11-01/HL2825
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-11-01/HL2825
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-11-01/HL2825
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-11-01/HL2825
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Eligible former staff who were made redundant as a result 

of the UK drawdown can choose between: an in-country 

package of up to five years of training along with 

financial support (this option can also be 'gifted' to 

immediate family members); a financial package of 18 

months' salary; and for eligible former staff who worked 

in a frontline role for 12 months or more, the option to 

apply to relocate to the UK with their spouse and 

children. 

As of 31 October 2017, over 380 former local staff and 

their families have relocated to the UK under this scheme, 

over 1,000 people in total. Of these, approximately 350 

worked for the Ministry of Defence; the others worked for 

the Foreign Office or the Department for International 

Development. There are around 50 more former staff who 

are awaiting relocation. The majority of those who have 

relocated worked as interpreters, however some staff who 

worked in other roles, such as cultural advisers, have also 

relocated under the scheme. The vast majority of those 

eligible for relocation - around 90 per cent - chose this 

option; however, some elected to remain in Afghanistan 

and take up one of the other offers available under the 

scheme. Over 350 former staff who did not work in 

frontline roles, or their immediate family, have benefited 

from the training and finance offers. 

Armed Forces: Finance 

Asked by Lord Burnett 

To ask Her Majesty's Government whether any recent 

reductions in the total number of personnel employed 

by (1) the Royal Navy, (2) the Army, and (3) the Royal 

Air Force, have been matched by a corresponding 

reduction in Government funding provided to that 

service; and if so, whether any such funding has been 

reallocated to another branch of the Armed Forces. 

[HL2787] 

Earl Howe: The Ministry of Defence's annual budget 

cycle allocates resources to the single Services and other 

parts of the Department on the basis of what they need to 

deliver defence policy, including the number of military 

and civilian personnel they require. 

Under the Department's delegated budgetary model, 

budget holders have the freedom to reallocate funding to 

take account of changes in costs, requirements and 

priorities that emerge during the course of the financial 

year. 

Bahrain: Human Rights 

Asked by Lord Scriven 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment 

they have made of the trial in Bahrain of (1) Hajer 

Mansoor Hassan and Sayed Nizar Alwadaei who were 

sentenced to three years in prison, and (2) Mahmood 

Marzooq Mansoor who was sentenced to six weeks in 

prison, on 30 October. [HL2731] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: The UK Government 

closely follows a number of cases, including the 

referenced ones, and our representatives regularly attend 

court hearings. We understand there is now a right of 

appeal to these sentences and we will continue to monitor 

proceedings. 

We have raised these cases at a senior level with the 

Government of Bahrain. 

Asked by Lord Hylton 

To ask Her Majesty's Government when they last had 

a face to face conversation with representatives of the 

government of Bahrain about human rights issues; what 

conclusions they drew from that conversation; whether 

they raised the cases of (1) Sayed Ahmed Alwadaei, (2) 

Nabeel Rajat, (3) Mahmood Marzooq, and (4) Hajar 

Mansoor Hasan; and if so, with what result. [HL2746] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: The Minister for the 

Middle East had face to face meetings with members of 

the Bahraini Administration during his visit to Manama 

on 19 October. He covered a wide range of topics 

including human rights. The UK Government continues to 

emphasise the need to respect the rights of all citizens and 

to act proportionately to protect human rights, including 

freedom of expression. We have raised our concerns with 

the Bahraini government at the highest levels. 

We have raised the referenced cases at a senior level 

with the Government of Bahrain. We understand there is 

now a right of appeal to these sentences. The UK 

Government will continue to closely monitor proceedings. 

Brexit 

Asked by Lord Kinnock 

To ask Her Majesty's Government, in the light of 

their commitment made in response to a Freedom of 

Information request by Seema Malhotra in October 

2017 to release information in an organised and 

efficient manner on the scope and terms of reference of 

their sectoral economic analyses of the impact of 

leaving the EU, when they intend to release that 

information. [HL2759] 

Lord Callanan: The Government is carrying out an 

ongoing programme of comprehensive analytical work 

that will inform our negotiating position with the EU to 

deliver our objective of a deep and special partnership 

with the EU, and inform our understanding of how EU 

exit will affect the UK’s domestic policies and 

frameworks. 

On Monday 30 October 2017, the Government 

published the list of the 58 sectors used to help structure 

some of our thinking and analysis. The response to Seema 

Malhotra was that the Government intended to publish 

that list of sectors, which it has now done. No such 

commitment was made in that response to releasing the 

information relating to the scope or terms of reference for 

the analysis itself. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-11-01/HL2787
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-11-01/HL2787
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-10-31/HL2731
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-10-31/HL2746
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-10-31/HL2759


Written Answers 14 November 2017 Page 7 

Following the opposition day motion of 1 November 

2017 regarding the release of Government analysis, the 

Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for Exiting the 

European Union, Robin Walker, was clear that the 

Government takes very seriously the motion of 

parliament, and will respond to it. However, it will take 

the Government some time to collate and bring together 

this information in a way that is accessible and 

informative to the EU Select Committee. We will provide 

this information to the committee as soon as is possible 

and we have made plain to the house authorities that we 

currently expect this to be no more than 3 weeks. 

Brexit: Impact Assessments 

Asked by Baroness Goudie 

To ask Her Majesty's Government (1) which (a) 

departments, and (b) ministers, received the sector-by-

sector Brexit impact assessment analysis papers; and (2) 

which ministers received a specific analysis (and which 

one) and which ministers received a complete set. 

[HL2635] 

Lord Callanan: As Parliamentary Under Secretary 

Robin Walker said in his opening remarks to the House 

on 1st November, the Government has not produced a 

series of sectoral impact assessments. The Government 

has produced a wide mix of qualitative and quantitative 

analysis, contained in a range of documents developed at 

different times since the referendum. It is constantly 

evolving and being updated based on our discussions with 

industry and our negotiations with the EU, but it is not, 

and nor has it ever been, a series of impact assessments 

examining the quantitative impact of Brexit on these 

sectors. The Secretary of State has said that he will 

provide sector analysis to the Exiting the European Union 

Committee in an informative and accessible way as soon 

as is possible. 

Cash Dispensing 

Asked by Lord Kennedy of Southwark 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment 

they have made of proposed changes to the ATM 

network, and of the potential for such changes to limit 

access to free ATMs in some poorer communities. 

[HL2800] 

Lord Bates: The Government recognises that 

widespread free access to cash remains extremely 

important to the day-to-day lives of many consumers and 

businesses in the UK, and will continue to work with 

industry to ensure continued free access to cash. 

LINK, the scheme that runs the ATM network in the 

UK, has assured the Government that it is committed to 

maintaining an extensive network of free-to-use cash 

machines regardless of any changes currently under 

consideration within the scheme, and to ensuring that the 

present geographical spread of ATMs is maintained. 

They have also assured Government that the industry is 

committed to maintaining widespread free access to cash, 

and that any reduction in the number of ATMs is likely to 

be in areas where there are currently multiple ATMs. 

They are committed to maintaining their Financial 

Inclusion Programme to ensure the provision of ATMs in 

areas of deprivation, where demand would not otherwise 

make one viable. 

In 2015 the Government set up the Payment Systems 

Regulator (PSR) with the statutory objective to ensure 

that the UK’s payment systems work in the interests of 

their users. The PSR is monitoring developments within 

ATM provision, and is conducting ongoing internal work 

on the impact that changes to interchange fees may have. 

Government is confident that the PSR will use its powers 

to act should any of the firms it regulates behave in a way 

that conflicts with its statutory objectives. 

China: Prisoners 

Asked by Lord Hylton 

To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they 

intend to legislate to criminalise the visiting of China to 

receive organ transplants. [HL2747] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: We are concerned about 

reports of involuntary organ removal taking place in 

China, and suggestions that minority and religious groups 

are being specifically targeted. We have raised this issue 

with the Chinese authorities. 

Despite UK physicians advising patients against it, it is 

very difficult to prevent UK citizens travelling to less 

well-regulated countries to seek an organ transplant. 

Although numbers in the UK are not collated, it is thought 

that very few patients in the UK choose to do so. There 

are no plans to legislate on this issue. 

Chronic Fatigue Syndrome 

Asked by The Countess of Mar 

To ask Her Majesty's Government whether patients 

with myalgic encephalomyelitis or chronic fatigue 

syndrome are offered the choice of taking part in a 

telephone or Skype consultation when they are too ill to 

travel; whether this policy applies to all hospitals; and if 

not, why not. [HL2860] 

Lord O'Shaughnessy: The commissioning of services 

for patients with chronic fatigue syndrome/myalgic 

encephalomyelitis (CFS/ME) is a local matter. The 

current National Institute for Health and Care Excellence 

(NICE) guidance on CFS/ME advises that healthcare 

professionals should provide diagnostic and therapeutic 

options to patients that reflect their needs and preferences. 

This may include providing services in a patient’s home 

or using telephone or email to contact. Such approaches 

may also include Skype consultations where available and 

appropriate. 

On 20 September 2017, NICE announced plans to 

undertake a full review of the guidance. 
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Customs 

Asked by Lord Kinnock 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what estimate they 

have made of (1) the total number, and (2) the annual 

cost, of additional HMRC civil servants who will need 

to be recruited as a result of the UK leaving the EU if 

(a) the UK remains in a customs union with the EU, and 

(2) the UK leaves the EU Customs Union. [HL2856] 

Lord Bates: The Government has been clear that as we 

leave the EU, we will also leave the EU Customs Union. 

Any changes to staffing levels within HM Revenue and 

Customs will be dependent on the outcome of EU exit 

negotiations. HMRC is working with HM Treasury to 

understand all costs associated with the options for the 

UK’s future customs arrangements after the UK has 

exited the EU. 

Asked by Lord Rosser 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment 

they have made of the impact of customs checks on 

goods on UK ships travelling (1) from the EU to UK 

ports, and (2) from the UK to EU ports, following the 

UK's exit from the EU. [HL2866] 

Lord Bates: Future customs arrangements depend on 

the outcome of the negotiations. The Government remains 

clear that the UK’s future customs arrangements should 

be as frictionless as possible, ensuring that traffic 

continues to flow freely at all ports. HM Revenue and 

Customs has engaged with a large number of businesses 

and ports to understand what may impact them in future 

and to identify any customs challenges they may face. 

European Defence Fund 

Asked by Lord West of Spithead 

To ask Her Majesty's Government whether the UK, 

as a major stakeholder in the European Investment 

Bank, will take part in discussions in December about 

the Bank giving greater support to the European 

Defence Fund (EDF); and whether they expect the UK 

to benefit from the setting up of a single European 

Defence Market with the EDF deciding on 

apportionment of contracts across the EU. [HL2835] 

Lord Bates: As long as the UK is part of the EU it 

remains a full member of European Investment Bank 

(EIB). This means that the UK continues to have full 

representation on the EIB Board of Directors and will 

continue to participate in ongoing EIB business. The 

Chancellor also acts as an EIB Governor and continues to 

represent the UK at the EIB Board of Governors. 

As stated in the government’s Future Partnership Paper 

on Foreign Policy, Defence and Development, the UK 

wants to explore how best to ensure that the UK and 

European defence and security industries can continue to 

work together. We will consider options and models for 

future participation in the Commission’s European 

Defence Fund including both the European Defence 

Research Programme and the European Defence 

Industrial Development Programme. 

On the wider issue of the UK security relationship with 

the EU, the government has proposed a bold new strategic 

partnership with the EU, including a comprehensive 

agreement on security, law enforcement and criminal 

justice co-operation. The Prime Minister has made clear 

that United Kingdom is unconditionally committed to 

maintaining Europe’s security. And the UK will continue 

to offer aid and assistance to EU member states that are 

the victims of armed aggression, terrorism and natural or 

manmade disasters. 

Gaming Machines 

Asked by Lord Storey 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what action they 

are taking to reduce the limit per bet on fixed-odds 

betting terminals. [HL2827] 

Lord Ashton of Hyde: The Government issued a call 

for evidence to inform the Review of Gaming Machine 

Stakes and Prizes and Social Responsibility Measures last 

year. Following on from the call for evidence the 

Government published on 31 October a consultation 

which includes options on reducing the maximum stake 

on fixed-odds betting terminals. The attached 

consultation, and its accompanying impact assessment, 

are attached and can be found at: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/consultat

ion-on-proposals-for-changes-to-gaming-machines-and-

social-responsibility-measures 

The Answer includes the following attached material: 

Consultation on changes to gaming machines 

[Consultation_on_proposals_for_changes_to_Gaming_Machines_

and_Social_Responsibility_Measures.pdf] 

Impact Assessment - Consultation on proposals 

[Impact_Assessment_-

_Consultation_on_proposals_for_changes_to_Gaming_Machines_

and_Social_Responsibility_Measures.pdf] 

The material can be viewed online at: 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-

answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-11-01/HL2827 

Gaza: Radiotherapy 

Asked by Baroness Tonge 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what 

discussions they have had with (1) the government of 

Israel, and (2) the Palestinian authority, concerning 

the need to provide radiotherapy equipment in Gaza. 

[HL2742] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: While we have not 

discussed this issue with either the Israeli authorities or 

the Palestinian Authority (PA), we are supporting the UN 

Access Coordination Unit. This unit works with the 

Israeli Government, PA and aid agencies to facilitate the 
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transfer of humanitarian goods including some medical 

equipment and supplies. 

Gulf States: Human Rights 

Asked by Lord Warner 

To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they have 

received any representations from the National Human 

Rights Committee of Qatar about human rights 

violations committed by those Gulf states who have 

imposed a blockade on Qatar since June; and if so, what 

discussions they have had with the Committee, or with 

the government of Qatar, regarding those reported 

violations. [HL2768] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: The UK Government 

has held meetings with representatives from the National 

Human Rights Committee of Qatar to discuss the impact 

on Qatar as a result of the regional dispute. We continue 

to engage and monitor the situation. 

Asked by Lord Warner 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment 

hey have made of reports that Saudi Arabia, Bahrain 

and the United Arab Emirates have committed human 

rights violations in respect of Qatari citizens living or 

working in their countries, and in respect of their own 

citizens living or working in Qatar. [HL2769] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: We understand that the 

current restrictions are having an impact on the everyday 

lives of people in the region. We call upon our Gulf 

friends to encourage de-escalation, lift restrictions, and 

get firmly behind Kuwait's mediation efforts. 

Asked by Lord Warner 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment 

they have made of reports that citizens of Saudi Arabia, 

Bahrain and the United Arab Emirates can be 

imprisoned or fined for expressing sympathy for Qatar. 

[HL2770] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: We are aware of the 

reports and have updated our Travel Advice accordingly. 

We call on all sides to take steps to de-escalate the 

situation and unite the Gulf Cooperation Council. 

Himalayan Balsam 

Asked by Baroness McIntosh of Pickering 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what action they 

are taking to eliminate Himalayan balsam; and what 

consideration they have given to introducing 

environmental schemes to reimburse landowners and 

farmers for its removal. [HL3026] 

Lord Gardiner of Kimble: The UK has long 

recognised the threats posed by invasive non-native 

species. In 2008, we published a comprehensive Great 

Britain Non-native Species Strategy designed to tackle 

these threats, the first of its kind in Europe. 

Himalayan balsam was first introduced into the UK in 

the 1830s and is now widespread here and throughout 

most of Europe. It spreads rapidly, forming dense thickets 

and outcompeting our native species. Defra is currently 

funding the research organisation CABI to develop and 

test a biocontrol agent in the form of a rust fungus that is 

designed to infect Himalayan balsam leaves and stem its 

growth. This pioneering research project, the first ever 

release of a fungus against a plant in Europe, is showing 

early promise. 

Local action groups, with support from government, are 

actively involved in reducing and eradicating Himalayan 

balsam. For example, the New Forest Non-Native Plants 

Project has led 111 work parties this year involving 337 

volunteers specifically to remove Himalayan balsam. 

Funds from a new EU RAPID LIFE project, totalling 

€1.1m, will also be available to local action groups to 

provide additional financial assistance. Natural England 

and the Environment Agency also undertake action 

nationally to remove Himalayan balsam where it is 

affecting protected sites, water quality or adds to the risk 

of flooding. 

The Countryside Stewardship Scheme Higher Tier 

includes an option, for which farmers can apply, that 

provides funding for the management of invasive plant 

species including Himalayan balsam. 

Immigrants: Detainees 

Asked by Lord Scriven 

To ask Her Majesty's Government how many people 

held in immigration detention (1) self-harmed, and (2) 

tried to commit suicide, in the years (a) 2015, (b) 2016, 

and (c) 2017, to date. [HL2824] 

Baroness Williams of Trafford: All incidents of self 

harm are treated very seriously and every step is taken to 

prevent incidents of this nature. 

Staff at all immigration removal centres (IRC) are 

trained to identify those at risk of self harm so that action 

can be taken to minimise the risk. Formal risk 

assessments on initial detention and systems for raising 

concerns at any subsequent point feed into established self 

harm procedures in every IRC, which are in turn 

underpinned by the Home Office Operating Standard on 

the prevention of self-harm and detention services order 

06/2008 Assessment Care in Detention Teamwork 

(ACDT). 

The Home Office requires IRC service providers to 

record management information on the number of 

incidents of self harm that have required medical 

treatment. Information on incidents of self harm which do 

not require medical treatment, or where the intent of the 

self harm attempt is suicide, is not readily available from 

central statistical records and could only be obtained at 

disproportionate cost through a manual search of 

individual case files. 

Provisional management information for the period 

from 1 January 2015 to 30 June 2017 shows that in 2015 
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there were 411 incidents of self harm requiring medical 

attention, in 2016 there were 342 incidents and 224 

incidents in 2017 (to 30 June). These numbers do not 

necessarily equate to the numbers of detainees requiring 

medical treatment. One individual may have received 

medical treatment on more than one occasion. This is 

provisional management information that is subject to 

change. It has not been assured to the standard of Official 

Statistics. 

Immigration: Adoption 

Asked by Lord Eatwell 

To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they treat 

children who claim to be adopted differently from those 

who are not adopted in determining immigration cases; 

and if so, how many instances of such different 

treatment there have been in the last five years. 

[HL2899] 

Asked by Lord Eatwell 

To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to the 

Written Answer by Baroness Williams of Trafford on 

26 October (HL2021), which member states of the UN 

have adoption laws that are not recognised as lawful in 

the UK. [HL2900] 

Asked by Lord Eatwell 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what proof of 

adoption is required for a child adopted in a foreign 

jurisdiction to be deemed lawfully adopted by the UK 

authorities. [HL2901] 

Baroness Williams of Trafford: Children who claim 

to be adopted are not treated differently to biological 

children in determining immigration cases. 

The UK automatically recognises adoptions from the 

list of designated countries that can be found at: 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/intercountry-adoption-

information-for-adoption-agencies. The adoption order is 

required as proof of such adoptions. 

Immigration: Children 

Asked by Lord Hylton 

To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to the 

reply by Baroness Williams of Trafford on 2 November 

(HL Deb, col 1508), of the more than 9,000 children 

granted asylum or other leave to remain in 2016–2017, 

how many already had parents in the UK; and where 

the other children were located immediately before 

admission to the UK, broken down by country of birth 

or origin. [HL2929] 

Baroness Williams of Trafford: In the year to June 

2017, the UK granted asylum or another form of leave to 

over 9,000 children. This figure includes children granted 

asylum or another form of leave following an asylum 

claim, children resettled under our resettlement 

programmes and those children who were granted family 

reunion visas. 

The forms of leave granted to children who have made 

an asylum claim can include Refugee Leave, 

Humanitarian Protection, UASC Leave, Discretionary 

Leave, Grants of Family or Private Life Leave To Remain 

or Leave Outside The Rules. Children who are resettled to 

the UK under our resettlement programmes are granted 

Refugee status or Indefinite Leave to Remain depending 

on the specific resettlement programme. Family reunion 

visas can be granted to family members of those granted 

Refugee Status or Humanitarian Protection in the UK, and 

are granted Leave in line with their relative. 

The Home Office publishes the number of Asylum 

applications made in the UK from main applicants, by 

age, sex and country of nationality in the Immigration 

Statistics release. The latest figures are available at the 

following link: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/upload

s/attachment_data/file/593028/asylum2-q4-2016-

tables.ods 

Internet: Safety 

Asked by Lord Alton of Liverpool 

To ask Her Majesty's Government, in the light of the 

commitment made by Lord Ashton of Hyde on 20 

March (HL Deb, col 40) to consider the definition of 

prohibited material in the Government’s Internet 

Security Strategy Green Paper, and the reference by the 

Minister of State for Digital Policy on 26 April (HC 

Deb, col 1126) to such definitions as unfinished 

business, why the Green Paper does not address the 

issue of definitions [HL2764] 

Asked by Lord Alton of Liverpool 

To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to the 

statement by Lord Ashton of Hyde on 20 March (HL 

Deb, col 39) that there were some areas that they might 

want to give further consideration to, such as violence 

against women, in using the definition in the Criminal 

Justice and Immigration Act 2008 in the Digital 

Economy Act 2017, why the issue of definitions is not 

addressed in the Internet Safety Strategy Green Paper 

published on 11 October; and whether they intend to 

give this further consideration. [HL2777] 

Lord Ashton of Hyde: Part 3 of the Digital Economy 

Act (2017) requires the Secretary of State for Digital 

Culture, Media and Sport to produce a report on the 

effectiveness of age verification measures 12 months after 

the powers come into force. We will use this review to 

consider wider impact and consult on the definitions used 

in this part of the Act. 

Asked by Lord Alton of Liverpool 

To ask Her Majesty's Government, in the light of Key 

Principle 1 of their Internet Safety Strategy Green 

Paper, published on 11 October, that standards of 

behaviour online should match those offline, and the 
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proposal that there should be a common framework for 

media standards, what steps they are taking to ensure 

that equivalent definitions of prohibited material are 

applied across different media platforms. [HL2778] 

Lord Ashton of Hyde: We are currently consulting on 

the social media code of practice provided for by the 

Digital Economy Act (2017). The Act requires the code to 

address conduct that is bullying or insulting to users, or 

other behaviour that is likely to intimidate or humiliate. 

Through this code we hope to tackle some of the most 

pernicious, but legal, online behaviours, including trolling 

and abuse, that is often disproportionately targeted 

towards women. 

Such abusive and threatening behaviour online is totally 

unacceptable. A number of criminal offences may be 

committed by those abusing others on social media and an 

action which is illegal offline is also illegal online. 

Part 3 of the Digital Economy Act (2017) requires the 

Secretary of State to produce a report on the effectiveness 

of age verification measures 12 months after the powers 

come into force. This review will provide the opportunity 

to consider impact, identify gaps and consult on 

definitions used in this Part of the Act, including the 

definition of extreme pornography. 

Iranian Revolutionary Guard Corps 

Asked by Lord McInnes of Kilwinning 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what is 

their assessment of the Iranian Revolutionary Guards 

corps' (1) support for terrorism and involvement in 

terrorist attacks in the region and around the world, and 

(2) role in domestic arrests of human rights activists and 

arrests of dual citizens. [HL2732] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: The Islamic 

Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) and associated 

entities including the IRGC Qods Force are known to be 

involved in multiple regional conflicts, including 

operating through proxies. The Government is clear that 

Iran should cease disruptive involvement in regional 

conflicts, and should instead look to play a constructive 

role in regional stability. Within Iran, we have serious 

concerns about the risk to British/Iranian dual nationals of 

arbitrary detention. For this reason our travel advice 

highlights the risks of travel and provides further 

information for dual nationals. We will continue to 

maintain dialogue on Iran's regional policies, human 

rights and particularly our dual national detainees with the 

Iranian Government. Positive progress in all of these 

areas is important to the UK. 

Asked by Lord McInnes of Kilwinning 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what is their most 

recent assessment of the Iranian Revolutionary Guards 

corps' involvement in (1) Iran's ballistic missile 

programme, and (2) possible nuclear and missile co-

operation with North Korea. [HL2733] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: The Islamic 

Revolutionary Guard Corps has operational control of 

Iran’s ballistic missile programme, and is involved in 

ballistic missile research and development and flight 

testing. 

We condemn North Korea’s illegal nuclear and ballistic 

missile programmes; the Foreign Secretary said in 

Parliament on 5 September that North Korea’s defiance in 

developing these programmes has brought universal 

condemnation. We continue to closely monitor these 

activities. The assessment of any links between Iran and 

North Korea is sensitive information. It is the long-

standing policy of the Government not to comment on 

matters relating to intelligence or national security. 

Iraq: Internally Displaced People 

Asked by Lord McInnes of Kilwinning 

To ask Her Majesty's Government how much UK aid 

being provided to Iraq in 2017–18 is focussed on 

supporting the return of displaced individuals to their 

home communities, if they wish to return; what 

proportion that represents of the total annual aid 

provided to Iraq; and what estimate they have made of 

the relative proportions provided through (1) the EU, 

(2) the UN, and (3) other international agencies. 

[HL2943] 

Asked by Lord McInnes of Kilwinning 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what action they 

and their international partners are taking to support the 

return of displaced individuals in Iraq to their home 

communities, if they wish to return. [HL2944] 

Lord Bates: The majority of UK funding to Iraq is in 

the form of immediate humanitarian assistance aimed at 

saving lives. DFID humanitarian assistance is delivered 

according to need and not conditional on whether an 

individual intends to return home or remain in a host 

community. DFID support through cash assistance to 

vulnerable families, support to health services, water, 

sanitation, or the return of documentation - may all 

contribute to an environment conducive to return, but it 

would be not be possible to specify a percentage given the 

unique circumstances for the people involved. 

In 2017/18 the UK has allocated £40 million in 

humanitarian assistance to displaced individuals. In 

addition to this the UK is contributing over £30 million 

through our Conflict Stability and Security Fund (CSSF) 

this financial year. This includes £5.68 million to the UN 

Fund for Immediate Stabilisation (FFS) which focusses 

on encouraging returns by rehabilitating critical 

infrastructure, regenerating services such as water and 

electricity and providing livelihood opportunities in newly 

liberated areas. 

Most major international agencies including the EU 

provide funding via the UN-coordinated Humanitarian 

Response Plan. The 2017 appeal is for $984m to respond 

to urgent needs in Iraq and is 64% funded. The plan 

covers a range of sectors that may encourage solutions 
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such as return, although is similarly not conditional on 

return. DFID continues to work with the government of 

Iraq and humanitarian actors to ensure that robust and 

coordinated response planning is in place going into 2018, 

including for activities that support displaced people to 

return home. 

Israel: Bedouin 

Asked by Baroness Tonge 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what 

representations they are making to the government of 

Israel regarding reports of the repeated demolitions of 

the Bedouin village of Al Araqib. [HL2737] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: While we have not 

raised this specific issue with the Israeli authorities, we 

are closely following the debate around the issue of 

unresolved Bedouin land claims, unrecognised Bedouin 

villages in the Negev and lack of basic services. We 

encourage the Israeli authorities and Bedouin 

communities to engage in dialogue to agree a satisfactory 

solution to the issue, respecting the rights of the people 

affected. 

Israel: Visits Abroad 

Asked by Baroness Tonge 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what meetings 

have recently taken place between the Secretary of 

State for International Development and officials of the 

government of Israel; and whether those meetings were 

classified as official departmental business. [HL2970] 

Lord Bates: My Rt Hon Friend the member for 

Witham (Ms Patel) resigned as Secretary of State for 

International Development on 8 November. I refer to the 

statement made by my Rt Hon Friend on 6 November. 

Israeli Settlements 

Asked by Baroness Tonge 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what is their 

assessment of the remarks by Senior Palestinian official 

Hanan Ashrawi, that Israeli plans to incorporate West 

Bank settlement blocs around Jerusalem into the city 

“could kill hopes for an independent Palestinian state". 

[HL2738] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: The UK is gravely 

concerned about the Greater Jerusalem Bill and the 

proposals that it contains to incorporate West Bank 

settlement blocs within the municipal boundary of 

Jerusalem. If passed, this legislation could undermine 

prospects for a two-state solution. Our Ambassador to Tel 

Aviv raised our concerns about the Bill with the Israeli 

authorities on 26 October. 

Asked by Baroness Tonge 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what 

representations they are making to the government of 

Israel following reports that plans will shortly be 

approved for 500 Israeli settlement units in the Ramat 

Shlomo neighbourhood and 200 in neighbouring 

Ramot. [HL2739] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: While we have not 

raised these specific proposals with the Israeli authorities, 

when the Prime Minister met Israeli Prime Minister 

Netanyahu on 2 November, she reiterated our opposition 

to illegal settlement activity and the absolute need for a 

peace agreement based on a two-state solution. We 

regularly raise our grave concerns on this issue with the 

Government of Israel and we urge it to reverse its policy 

of settlement expansion. On 20 October the Foreign 

Secretary issued a statement condemning advancement by 

the Israeli authorities of 2,900 settlement units across the 

West Bank. 

Asked by Baroness Tonge 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what 

representations they have made to the government of 

Israel following that government’s pledge to provide 

$230 million for West Bank roads and infrastructure 

development. [HL2740] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: While we have not 

raised this specific issue with the Israeli authorities, when 

the Prime Minister met Israeli Prime Minister Netanyahu 

on 2 November, she reiterated our opposition to illegal 

settlement activity. The UK’s position on settlements is 

clear. They are illegal under international law, present an 

obstacle to peace, and threaten the physical viability of a 

two-state solution. On 20 October the Foreign Secretary 

issued a statement condemning the advancement by the 

Israeli authorities of 2,900 settlement units across the 

West Bank. We are gravely concerned by the 

announcement of further funding for settlement 

infrastructure in the West Bank. 

Medals 

Asked by Lord Porter of Spalding 

To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they have 

any plans to include serving military personnel in the 

awarding of the British Empire Medal. [HL2735] 

Earl Howe: The Ministry of Defence (MOD) has no 

plans to award the British Empire Medal to serving 

military personnel. Service personnel are eligible for a 

range of state honours for their work in the MOD or in 

other aspects of UK Defence; the military division of Her 

Majesty The Queen's Birthday Honours List for 2017 saw 

a total of 113 Service personnel granted such honours. In 

addition to state honours, medals can also be awarded to 

Her Majesty's Armed Forces to recognise gallantry or 

bravery, Service on operations, Long Service and Good 

Conduct, and for commemorative events. 
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Monarch Airlines: Insolvency 

Asked by Lord Rosser 

To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to the 

remarks by Lord Callanan on 25 October (HL Deb, cols 

946–7), whether the internal review being carried out in 

response to the insolvency of Monarch Airlines will be 

fed into their wider review and consultation on 

consumer protection in the aviation industry; and 

whether the conclusions and proposals of the internal 

review will be published. [HL2867] 

Baroness Sugg: We are reviewing consumer protection 

in the aviation sector as a whole through our aviation 

strategy. As Lord Callanan indicated in in the ATOL Bill 

debate of 25 October, we will take on board the lessons 

learned from Monarch and intend to explore these further 

in the forthcoming Green Paper on consumer protection to 

be issued as part of our aviation strategy. 

Motor Vehicle Type Approval 

Asked by Lord Rosser 

To ask Her Majesty's Government whether the 

European Union Whole Vehicle Type 

Approval framework and technical directives will apply 

in the UK following the UK's exit from the EU; and if 

not, what assessment they have made of the impact on 

the UK automotive industry. [HL2865] 

Baroness Sugg: We want to agree an approach that 

minimises disruption and any additional costs for the 

automotive industry and consumers in the UK and the EU 

as of the day of exit. A decision on whether to continue to 

apply EU whole vehicle type approval will depend on the 

outcome of the negotiations with the EU. 

Departments are working with the Department for 

Exiting the European Union to understand the impacts 

that withdrawal from the EU will have on businesses, 

consumers and other economic factors. 

Motor Vehicles: Standards 

Asked by Lord Rosser 

To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they have 

any plans to keep UK vehicle standards in line with EU 

vehicle standards after the UK has left the EU. 

[HL2756] 

Baroness Sugg: The Government’s intention is that all 

existing EU law will be incorporated into UK law when 

the UK leaves the EU. 

The Driver and Vehicle Standards Agency (DVSA) is 

unable to say what changes, if any, might be made and 

whether, for example, a higher standard than EU vehicle 

standards might be implemented. Much of this is 

dependent on policy decisions yet to be taken, together 

with further work on secondary legislation is to be 

brought forward. 

NHS: VAT 

Asked by Lord Hunt of Kings Heath 

To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to the 

Written Answer by Lord Bates on 1 November 

(HL2444), what was the total cost of VAT refunds 

made in relation to health bodies under the provisions 

of section 41(3) of the Value Added Tax Act 1994, in 

each of the financial years since 2010–11. [HL2853] 

Lord Bates: An estimate of the total cost of VAT 

refunds made in relation to health bodies under the 

provisions of section 41(3) of the Value Added Tax Act 

1994 information requested is shown in the table below. 

Financial year VAT refunds to health bodies (£ billion) 

2010-11 1.6 

2011-12 1.8 

2012-13 1.9 

2013-14 1.9 

2014-15 2.0 

2015-16 2.2 

2016-17 2.3 

Asked by Lord Hunt of Kings Heath 

To ask Her Majesty's Government further to the 

Written Answer by Lord Bates on 1 November 

(HL2444), and in the light of guidance from HMRC 

stating that VAT refunds paid under s 41(3) of the 

Value Added Tax Act 1994 are met from public 

expenditure rather than VAT revenue, whether refunds 

paid to the NHS under that section are met out of the 

NHS spend voted by Parliament; and if so, whether the 

Vote is adjusted in order to meet the additional costs of 

those refunds. [HL2924] 

Lord Bates: NHS expenditure is included in the 

Department of Health budget, which is voted by 

Parliament. Budgets are set net of recoverable VAT and 

therefore take account of payments under section 41 of 

the Value Added Tax Act 1994. 

Overseas Trade: Gulf States 

Asked by Lord Warner 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment 

they have made of the implications of reported human 

rights violations by Saudi Arabia, Bahrain and the 

United Arab Emirates for the UK's trading relationships 

with those countries. [HL2772] 

Baroness Fairhead: The UK has a strong history of 

protecting human rights and promoting our values 

globally. We will continue to encourage all states to 

uphold international human rights obligations and work 

with those determined to reform. Our embassies in these 

countries maintain regular dialogue with officials and 

leaders on a range of topics, including human rights 

issues. 
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Pakistan: Blasphemy 

Asked by Lord Alton of Liverpool 

To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they have 

made representations to the government of Pakistan 

following the lynching in April of Mashal Khan, a 

student of Abdul Wali Khan University in Mardan, for 

allegedly publishing blasphemous content online and 

expressing liberal and secular views; if so, what 

response they have received; and whether they have 

made other representations to the government of 

Pakistan on cases involving deaths or imprisonment 

following breaches of the country’s blasphemy laws in 

the past 12 months. [HL2763] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: We were deeply 

concerned by the case of Mashal Khan. We understand 

that a Supreme Court mandated investigation found no 

evidence of Mr Khan committing blasphemy. We also 

understand that 57 individuals were indicted in September 

and are currently facing trial in Pakistan’s Anti-Terror 

Courts in connection to this case. 

The Government regularly applies diplomatic pressure 

on countries which implement blasphemy laws. These 

laws generally limit freedom of expression and are only 

compatible with international human rights law in narrow 

circumstances when they are used to prevent or punish 

incitement to discrimination, hostility or violence. The 

UK regularly raises our concerns about the blasphemy 

laws and their misuse with the Pakistani Government. The 

Foreign Secretary raised the blasphemy laws and their 

misuse during his visit to Pakistan in November 2016. 

The Minister for Asia and the Pacific, (Mr Field), 

discussed Pakistan’s blasphemy laws on 8 November on 

his visit to Pakistan. We will discuss Pakistan’s human 

rights record, including concerns about the blasphemy 

laws in more detail at its Universal Periodic Review. 

Passports: Biometrics 

Asked by Baroness Falkner of Margravine 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what estimate they 

have made of the failure rate of biometric passport gates 

at UK airports; and what was the total amount of delay 

resulting from such failures in 2016–17. [HL2794] 

Baroness Williams of Trafford: Protecting the UK 

border is, and always has been, of paramount importance 

to this Government. It has never been government 

practice, for reasons of national security, to comment on 

operational issues relating to border security. This 

includes offering commentary on the performance of 

border systems and of ePassport Gates specifically. 

Prisoners 

Asked by Lord Hylton 

To ask Her Majesty's Government whether 

they intend to take steps to reduce the adult prison 

population, using methods similar to those which have 

successfully reduced the number of youths in custody. 

[HL2743] 

Lord Keen of Elie: Prison numbers can fluctuate, 

which is why we have a robust set of plans in place to 

ensure we will always have enough places for offenders 

committed to custody by the courts. This includes 

modernising the estate and building new accommodation. 

We want to see the number of people imprisoned fall, but 

not by setting an arbitrary figure for reduction. To address 

the level of re-offending, which remains unacceptably 

high, we are committed to transforming all prisons into 

places of safety and reform and to ensuring that 

community penalties are tough, effective and command 

the confidence of sentencers. There are significant 

differences in the adult and youth justice systems. We will 

continue to assess, however, whether approaches adopted 

for youths have a broader application. 

Pupils: Personal Records 

Asked by Lord Browne of Belmont 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what specific 

information schools are legally required to collect 

regarding pupils. [HL2783] 

Lord Agnew of Oulton: Schools collect a range of 

information on pupils for their own purposes. Full details 

of the specific information which schools are required to 

collect by law is accessible via the links in the attached 

annex. 

Some of this information is required to be submitted by 

schools to the Department via various data collections 

which are undertaken throughout the school year. The 

main types of pupil information collected by the 

Department are: 

Pupil identifiers (name, date of birth, etc). 

Pupil characteristics (gender, ethnicity, language, etc). 

Pupil attendance and exclusions. 

Pupil special educational needs. 

Pupil attainment and teacher assessments. 

Data collected is stored securely by the Department 

under a combination of software and hardware controls 

which meet ISO27001 standards and the government 

security policy framework. The Department takes privacy 

extremely seriously and any third-party access to sensitive 

data is strictly controlled and governed by legal experts 

and senior civil servants. 

The Answer includes the following attached material: 

Annex HL2783 [Annex to HL2783 - 14.11.17.docx] 

The material can be viewed online at: 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-

answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-11-01/HL2783 
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Qatar: Human Rights 

Asked by Lord Warner 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment 

they have made of the independence and credibility of 

the National Human Rights Committee of Qatar. 

[HL2767] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: We understand that the 

National Human Rights Committee of Qatar has been 

accredited as 'A' status by the Global Alliance of National 

Human Rights Institutions, whose rating means it is 

considered to be in compliance with the Paris Principles. 

Asked by Lord Warner 

To ask Her Majesty's Government whether any 

British citizens with connections to Qatar have been 

subject to violations of their human rights since the 

blockade of Qatar. [HL2771] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: We are not aware of any 

specific British cases. We continue to call upon the Gulf 

States to find a way of de-escalating the situation and 

lifting the current restrictions, which are having an impact 

on the everyday lives of people in the region. 

Railways: Disability 

Asked by Lord Rosser 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what steps they are 

taking to guarantee the rights of disabled rail passengers 

following the UK's exit from the EU. [HL2752] 

Baroness Sugg: Under provisions in the EU 

Withdrawal Bill, EU law, including rules that enshrine 

rights for disabled passengers, will be brought into UK 

law. Any future changes to the relevant laws will be a 

matter for Parliament. 

Many aspects of UK rail passenger rights already go 

beyond the minimum EU requirements. The Equality Act 

2010 requires all train operating companies to take 

reasonable steps to ensure that they do not discriminate 

against disabled people. As part of their licence to operate 

each train operating company is also required to have a 

Disabled Persons’ Protection Policy (DPPP) in place. 

This sets out the level of services and facilities that 

disabled passengers can expect, how to get staff 

assistance and how to get help if things do go wrong.” 

These protections will be unaffected by the UK’s 

withdrawal from the EU. 

Railways: Safety 

Asked by Lord Rosser 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment 

they have made of the ability of UK-registered railway 

undertakings to obtain European single safety 

certificates following the UK's exit from the EU. 

[HL2753] 

Baroness Sugg: In order to run rail services at present, 

in accordance with Directive 2004/49/EC UK-based 

railway undertakings, including train operators, are 

required to obtain a safety certificate. Safety certificates 

are issued in the UK by the Office of Rail and Road as the 

national safety authority. 

European single safety certificates are not due to enter 

into force until after the UK leaves the EU. The ability for 

UK-based train operators to obtain these certificates will 

be a matter for negotiations. 

The cross-border services that link us with the EU have 

greatly benefited citizens and businesses in both the UK 

and the EU. We want to see these services continue 

without disruption. 

Railways: Standards 

Asked by Lord Bradshaw 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what proportion of 

the total train delays in 2016–17 resulted from incidents 

over which the railway network and operators had no 

control; and how much total time delay occurred as a 

result of such incidents. [HL2839] 

Baroness Sugg: Incidents over which the rail industry 

had no control (for example vandalism, trespass, fatalities, 

disorder on trains and severe weather) accounted for 

approximately 16% of all delay minutes in the year 1st 

April 2016 – 31st March 2017. Over the same time period, 

such incidents caused approximately 2.85 million delay 

minutes to the rail industry. 

Railways: Suicide 

Asked by Lord Kennedy of Southwark 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what action they 

are proposing to take to reduce the number of suicides 

on the rail network. [HL2797] 

Baroness Sugg: The issue of suicide prevention is an 

important societal one that has much further reaching 

consequences than the effect on the railway. Recognising 

this, the Department for Transport has recently introduced 

a requirement for train operators to produce a suicide 

prevention strategy that complies with the Suicide 

Prevention Strategy and the Suicide Prevention Duty 

Holders’ Group’s 9 Point Plan, against which they will be 

assessed and accredited by the British Transport Police 

(BTP) and the cross-industry Suicide Prevention Duty 

Holders’ Group. We will continue to work with Network 

Rail and the BTP to introduce further measures into rail 

franchising. This supports the work already being done 

across wider industry to reduce the instance of suicides 

still further. For example the industry has an established 

programme of suicide awareness training for frontline 

railway staff which help them to identify vulnerable 

people. 
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Refugees: Social Security Benefits 

Asked by Baroness Smith of Basildon 

To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to the 

Written Answers by Baroness Williams of Trafford on 

25 July 2016 (HL1295) and 1 November (HL2214), 

whether it is still their intention to publish an evaluation 

of the scheme, given their earlier stated intention to 

publish that evaluation in 2016; and if so, when that 

evaluation will be published. [HL2963] 

Baroness Williams of Trafford: The scheme is 

intended to ensure that refugees who wish to apply for 

benefits are assisted with their application and receive 

prompt payment of any benefit for which they qualify. 

We will make information available about the scheme in 

due course. 

Royal Fleet Auxiliary 

Asked by Lord West of Spithead 

To ask Her Majesty's Government whether 

departments other than the Ministry of Defence are 

involved in assessing bids to build the three new solid 

support ships; how they intend to compare overseas and 

UK bids; and whether, in doing so, they plan to take 

into account UK requirements, in particular those 

relating to (1) the development of high tech skills, (2) 

the modernisation of plant, (3) productivity, (4) energy 

usage, and (5) the welfare of workers and their families. 

[HL3048] 

Earl Howe: The Future Solid Support Ship programme 

is currently in its Assessment Phase and the criteria by 

which bids will be assessed have yet to be developed. 

Saudi Arabia: Human Rights 

Asked by Lord Hoyle 

To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to the 

Written Answer by Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon on 24 

October (HL1818), what were the outcomes of their 

conversations with the government of Saudi Arabia on 

human rights. [HL2760] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: We regularly and 

robustly raise human rights cases with Saudi Arabia, 

including through the Foreign and Commonwealth 

Office's Annual Human Rights Report in which Saudi 

Arabia is listed as a Human Rights Priority Country due 

to the death penalty, women's rights and the restrictions 

on freedom of expression and belief. We believe that, 

together with our international partners on human rights, 

we have been able to influence gradual but positive 

change in women's rights. We welcome recent 

developments such as the Royal Decree permitting 

women to obtain driving licenses from June 2018 and 

greater female participation in the workforce. 

Sayed Alwadaei 

Asked by Lord Scriven 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what (1) contact 

they have had with, and (2) support they have given to, 

Sayed Ahmed Alwadaei, in response to concerns raised 

by the UN Working Group on Arbitrary Detention and 

five UN Special Rapporteurs that the detention, unfair 

trial and alleged torture of Hajer Mansoor Hassan, 

Sayed Nizar Alwadaei, and Mahmood Marzooq 

Mansoor in Bahrain were undertaken as a reprisal for 

Sayed Ahmed Alwadaei’s human rights work. 

[HL2736] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: The Foreign and 

Commonwealth Office engages with a number of non-

governmental organisations who have an interest in 

Bahrain. 

We have raised the referenced cases at a senior level 

with the Government of Bahrain. We understand there is 

now a right of appeal to these sentences. The UK 

Government will continue to closely monitor proceedings. 

Self-harm: Children 

Asked by Lord Storey 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what action they 

are taking to reduce the number of children who self-

harm as a result of over-exposure to the internet. 

[HL2828] 

Lord Ashton of Hyde: As part of the work on the 

Digital Charter announced in the Queen’s Speech, the 

Government is considering a range of options to counter 

internet harms. This includes an Internet Safety Strategy 

which will look at how we can support users so that 

everyone can access the benefits of the Internet safely. 

The Strategy, which was published by the Department for 

Digital, Culture, Media and Sport (DCMS) on 11 

October, considers the responsibilities of companies to 

their users, the use of technical solutions to prevent online 

harms and government’s role in supporting users. The 

Strategy includes a public consultation on the proposed 

measures. 

DCMS will work closely with the Department of Health 

and the Department for Education on their upcoming joint 

Children and Young People’s Mental Health Green Paper. 

This will be published before the end of the year and will 

consider both the impact of social media on mental health 

and the role that technology has in affecting children and 

young people’s mental health. 

St James's Park: Cycleways 

Asked by Lord Berkeley 

To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to the 

Written Answer by Lord Ashton of Hyde on 25 October 

2016 (HL 2343), what discussions Royal Parks has had 

with Transport for London concerning completion of 

the East West Cycle Superhighway in St James’s Park; 
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and whether the licence for those works imposes any 

deadline for their completion. [HL2886] 

Baroness Sugg: Transport in London is devolved to the 

Mayor of London and delivered by Transport for London. 

The Department is not involved in discussions between 

Royal Parks and Transport for London (TfL) about 

construction of cycle superhighways. 

The East-West Cycle Superhighway will run through 

central London – and will provide a route from Tower 

Hill to Lancaster Gate. TfL plans to complete this route 

this winter. 

The Hyde Park cycle track is open in full along West 

Carriage Drive and South Carriage Drive and provides 

fully segregated cycling facilities. There is however some 

ongoing remedial works and other related works such as 

the reconfiguration of the Diana Car Park. 

With respect to St. James Park, Birdcage Walk remedial 

works begin on 13 November 2017. The resurfacing 

outside of Buckingham Palace memorial begins 20 

November 2017. These works have been delayed due to 

issues sourcing the red surfacing material. Constitution 

Hill in Green Park, adjacent to St. James Park, is open in 

full. 

TfL anticipate that the cycle track will be open in St 

James Park from mid-December 2017, subject to the 

remaining works going to programme. In the meantime, 

TfL continues to engage with local businesses, residents 

and stakeholders to ensure those affected are kept 

informed about the work arrangements. 

Stormont House Agreement 

Asked by Lord Dunlop 

To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they plan 

to launch a public consultation concerning the 

institutions proposed by the Stormont House 

Agreement to address the legacy issues of Northern 

Ireland's past. [HL2793] 

Lord Duncan of Springbank: The Government is 

committed to the implementation of the Stormont House 

Agreement to introduce new legacy institutions that will 

be under legal obligations to be fair, balanced, transparent 

and proportionate and will be fully consistent with the 

rule of law. The Government believes that the Stormont 

House Agreement is the right way to address the past in 

Northern Ireland. 

The Government is committed to consulting on the 

legacy proposals and it is the intention of the Secretary of 

State for Northern Ireland to bring forward a formal 

public consultation as soon as possible. 

Surgical Mesh Implants 

Asked by Lord Porter of Spalding 

To ask Her Majesty's Government how many patients 

have had surgical mesh implants since the introduction 

of the procedure; and how many (1) women, and (2) 

men, have suffered complications following that 

treatment. [HL2734] 

Lord O'Shaughnessy: NHS Digital has provided data 

regarding the count of finished admission episodes 

(FAEs) with a main or secondary procedure relating to 

surgical mesh implants from 2007/08 2016/17. 

 

Year Total 

FAEs 

Male Female Not 

specified 

2007-08 6,284 2,259 4,025 - 

2008-09 6,436 2,261 4,175 - 

2009-10 6,993 2,401 4,591 1 

2010-11 7,358 2,657 4,693 8 

2011-12 7,581 2,807 4,773 1 

2012-13 7,598 2,946 4,652 - 

2013-14 7,608 3,161 4,445 2 

2014-15 7,303 3,200 4,102 1 

2015-16 7,203 3,320 3,882 1 

2016-17 7,030 3,350 3,680 - 

Data regarding the amount of men and women who 

have suffered complications following a surgical mesh 

implant treatment is not collected centrally. 

However, the following data of self-reported adverse 

incidence is available as follows. 

The number of adverse incident reports received by 

Medicines and Healthcare products Regulation Agency 

(MHRA) in cases where surgical mesh has been used to 

treat stress urinary incontinence and pelvic organ prolapse 

in females are shown in the following table. 

 

Years Count of Incident Number 

2006 26 

2007 5 

2008 12 

2009 12 

2010 41 

2011 52 

2012 99 

2013 106 

2014 276 

2015 392 

2016 265 

Grand Total 1,286 

The number of adverse incident reports received by 

MHRA in cases where surgical mesh has been used to 

treat abdominal and hernia repair are shown in the 

following table. 
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Year Number of adverse reports 

2013 19 

2014 29 

2015 16 

2016 23 

2017 up to September 35 

Note: 

Reported events including those from members of the 

public do not always provide details of the gender of the 

patient. The data above therefore does not distinguish 

between gender. 

 

Trident Submarines: Procurement 

Asked by Lord West of Spithead 

To ask Her Majesty's Government whether, in their 

current review of defence options, they will review 

whether or not the Vanguard class submarine 

replacement programme should be dealt with outside 

the defence budget. [HL2751] 

Earl Howe: The Dreadnought programme is rightly 

funded as part of the Ministry of Defence's budget. We 

remain on track to deliver this programme within the £31 

billion budget, with the first in the Dreadnought class 

entering service in the 2030s. 

Undocumented Migrants: Northern Ireland 

Asked by Lord Browne of Belmont 

To ask Her Majesty's Government how many 

people were apprehended when illegally entering the 

UK via Northern Ireland's land border with the 

Republic of Ireland in each of the last two years. 

[HL2782] 

Baroness Williams of Trafford: The Home Office 

does not hold the information requested. 

Vaccination 

Asked by Lord Hughes of Woodside 

To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to the 

answer by Lord O'Shaughnessy on 30 October (HL 

Deb, col 1152), whether they will publish the tariff of 

fees paid to pharmacists for providing vaccinations in 

retail and community settings. [HL2796] 

Lord O'Shaughnessy: Community pharmacy 

contractors are paid £9.14 per vaccination to immunise 

patients against seasonal flu. General practitioner 

contractors are paid £9.80 per vaccination to immunise 

patients against seasonal flu. Both are reimbursed for the 

cost of the vaccine administered. 

The differential is because GPs are required to call and 

recall eligible patients from their practice list for the 

vaccination. Community pharmacy cannot do this as they 

do not have a practice list. 

Information on the payment arrangements for 

community pharmacy delivered flu vaccination for 

2017/18 is contained in the Service Specification, 

Community pharmacy seasonal influenza advanced 

service. This was published by NHS England in August 

2017. A copy is attached. 

The Answer includes the following attached material: 

Service specification [17-18-service-specification-seasonal-flu.pdf] 

The material can be viewed online at: 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-

answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-11-01/HL2796 

Walter Tull 

Asked by Lord Triesman 

To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they have 

plans for the posthumous award of the Military Cross to 

Second Lieutenant Walter Tull, killed on 25 March 

1918 during the last German offensive of the First 

World War. [HL2832] 

Asked by Lord Triesman 

To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment 

they have made of the contribution of non-white 

officers, including Second Lieutenant Walter Tull, to 

the regular Brisih army in the First world War. 

[HL2834] 

Earl Howe: There is a long tradition of Black, Asian 

and Minority Ethnic individuals serving in the British 

Armed Forces. They have served with great courage and 

distinction, and provided an important contribution in 

defending the UK, both at home and abroad, across many 

conflicts including the First World War. 

At the time of Second Lieutenant Tull's death, the 

Military Cross could not be awarded posthumously. 

Although this rule was changed in 1979, this change does 

not apply retrospectively and there are no plans to change 

policy. This is in no way a reflection on the bravery and 

leadership shown by Lieutenant Tull. 

West Coast Railway Line 

Asked by Lord Fearn 

To ask Her Majesty's Government how many signal 

failures there have been on the West Coast Main Line 

in 2017 to date. [HL2749] 

Baroness Sugg: This an operational matter for Network 

Rail; the Department for Transport does not hold this 

information. 

  

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-10-31/HL2751
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-11-01/HL2782
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-11-01/HL2782
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-11-01/HL2796
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-11-01/HL2796
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-11-01/HL2796
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-11-01/HL2796
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-11-01/HL2832
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-11-01/HL2834
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-11-01/HL2834
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-10-31/HL2749


Index to Statements and Answers 

Written Statements ................................................. 1 

Forensic Science Regulator .................................. 1 

General Affairs Council (November 2017) .......... 1 

Hydrofluorocarbon Greenhouse Gases ................. 1 

Ministerial Correction .......................................... 2 

Museums Reviews ................................................ 2 

NATO Parliamentary Assembly ........................... 3 

Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of 

Europe: UK Delegation ........................................ 3 

Teacher Recruitment, Leadership and 

Development ........................................................ 4 

Written Answers ..................................................... 5 

Academies: North West ........................................ 5 

Academies: Pay .................................................... 5 

Afghanistan: Peacekeeping Operations ................ 5 

Armed Forces: Finance ......................................... 6 

Bahrain: Human Rights ........................................ 6 

Brexit .................................................................... 6 

Brexit: Impact Assessments ................................. 7 

Cash Dispensing ................................................... 7 

China: Prisoners ................................................... 7 

Chronic Fatigue Syndrome ................................... 7 

Customs ................................................................ 8 

European Defence Fund ....................................... 8 

Gaming Machines ................................................. 8 

Gaza: Radiotherapy .............................................. 8 

Gulf States: Human Rights ................................... 9 

Himalayan Balsam................................................ 9 

Immigrants: Detainees .......................................... 9 

Immigration: Adoption ....................................... 10 

Immigration: Children ........................................ 10 

Internet: Safety ................................................... 10 

Iranian Revolutionary Guard Corps ................... 11 

Iraq: Internally Displaced People ....................... 11 

Israel: Bedouin ................................................... 12 

Israel: Visits Abroad ........................................... 12 

Israeli Settlements .............................................. 12 

Medals ............................................................... 12 

Monarch Airlines: Insolvency ........................... 13 

Motor Vehicle Type Approval........................... 13 

Motor Vehicles: Standards ................................ 13 

NHS: VAT ......................................................... 13 

Overseas Trade: Gulf States .............................. 13 

Pakistan: Blasphemy .......................................... 14 

Passports: Biometrics ........................................ 14 

Prisoners ............................................................ 14 

Pupils: Personal Records ................................... 14 

Qatar: Human Rights ......................................... 15 

Railways: Disability .......................................... 15 

Railways: Safety ................................................ 15 

Railways: Standards .......................................... 15 

Railways: Suicide .............................................. 15 

Refugees: Social Security Benefits .................... 16 

Royal Fleet Auxiliary ........................................ 16 

Saudi Arabia: Human Rights ............................. 16 

Sayed Alwadaei ................................................. 16 

Self-harm: Children ........................................... 16 

St James's Park: Cycleways ............................... 16 

Stormont House Agreement .............................. 17 

Surgical Mesh Implants ..................................... 17 

Trident Submarines: Procurement ..................... 18 

Undocumented Migrants: Northern Ireland ....... 18 

Vaccination ........................................................ 18 

Walter Tull ......................................................... 18 

West Coast Railway Line .................................. 18 

 


