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Written Statements
Wednesday, 26 April 2017

Higher Education and Research Bill: EVEL
Analysis

[HLWS610]

Viscount Younger of Leckie: My honourable friend
the Minister of State for Universities, Science, Research
and Innovation (Jo Johnson MP) has made the following
Written Ministerial Statement.

I am pleased to announce the publication of the
Government’s analysis of English Votes for English Laws
in relation to amendments made to the Higher Education
and Research Bill in the House of Lords.

The English Votes for English Laws process applies to
public bills in the House of Commons. To support the
process, the Government has agreed that it will provide
information to assist the Speaker in considering whether
to certify a Bill or any of its provisions for the purposes of
English Votes for English Laws. Bill provisions that
relate exclusively to England or to England and Wales,
and which have a subject matter within the legislative
competence of one or more of the devolved legislatures,
can be certified.

The memorandum also provides an assessment of
Government amendments tabled in lieu of Lords
amendments, for the purposes of English Votes for
English Laws. The Department’s assessment is that the
amendments do not change the territorial application of
the Bill.

This analysis reflects the position should all the
Government amendments be accepted.

The memorandum can be found on the Bill documents
page of the Parliament website at:
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-
17/highereducationandresearch.html and I have deposited
a copy in the Libraries of the House.

Finance Bill 2017

[HLWS609]

Baroness Neville-Rolfe: I have made a statement under
Section 19(1)(a) of the Human Rights Act 1998 that, in
my view, the provisions of the Finance Bill are
compatible with the Convention rights. A copy of the
statement has been placed in the Library of the House.

Immigration

[HLWS613]

Baroness Williams of Trafford: My hon Friend the
Minister of State for Immigration (Robert Goodwill) has
today made the following Written Ministerial Statement:

In 2016, the UK granted asylum or another form of
leave to over 8,000 children. By the end of 2016, the UK
had resettled more than 5,000 people under the Syrian
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Vulnerable Persons’ Resettlement Scheme and the
Vulnerable Children’s Resettlement Scheme, as part of
our commitment to taking 23,000 people by 2020. Our
resettlement schemes allow children to be resettled with
their family members, thereby discouraging them from
making perilous journeys to Europe alone. In 2016, we
transferred over 900 unaccompanied asylum-seeking
children from within Europe to the UK, including more
than 750 from France as part of the UK’s comprehensive
support for the Calais camp clearance. And over 200
children have already arrived in the UK under section 67
of the Immigration Act 2016. The UK has pledged over
£2.3 billion in aid in response to the events in Syria and
the region - our largest ever humanitarian response to a
single crisis. Within Europe, the UK has also established
a £10 million Refugee Children’s Fund to support the
needs of vulnerable refugee and migrant children arriving
in Europe. The fund includes targeted support to meet the
specific needs of unaccompanied and separated children.

In my Written Ministerial Statement of 8 February 2017
I announced that, following consultation with local
authorities, the Government would transfer the specified
number of 350 unaccompanied children from Europe to
the UK under section 67 of the Immigration Act 2016.

The Government has very recently become aware that,
due to an administrative error as part of collating the
figures, one region pledged 130 places which were not
accounted for in setting the specified number. As part of
the consultation local authorities were asked to let their
Strategic Migration Partnerships know how many places
they could offer, and then the Strategic Migration
Partnerships provided the regional number to the Home
Office. The Home Office continued to work with the
Strategic  Migration Partnerships  throughout the
consultation process, and believed that two regions in
England had not provided responses after the consultation
closed. Both of these regions had already stepped up to
take a number of children from over-burdened councils
elsewhere in the country so it was assumed they would
continue to support the national transfer scheme as and
when they could, but were not able to provide specific
numbers which the Home Office could then allocate to
section 67 cases. The Home Office recently discovered
that one of the regions had sent a return and we are now
including their pledges in the specified number for the
purposes of section 67 of the Immigration Act 2016.

In order to ensure the specified number of children to
be transferred is a true reflection of the responses to that
consultation, I am today announcing that, in accordance
with section 67 of the Immigration Act, the Government
is increasing the specified number from 350 to 480. As
outlined in my original statement, the specified number
includes over 200 children already transferred from
France as part of the Calais camp clearance. It does not
include children transferred to the UK pursuant to the
family reunion criteria of the Dublin III Regulation.

The Government remains fully committed to the
implementation of our commitment under section 67 to
transfer unaccompanied children to the UK from Europe
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and no eligible child has been refused transfer to the UK
as a result of this error. The Home Secretary has written
to her counterparts in France, Greece and Italy and we are
working closely with Member States, as well as the UN
High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), the
International Organization for Migration (IOM) and NGO
partners so we can identify and transfer children to the
UK as soon as possible. Home Office officials have met
with their counterparts in each of the countries in the past
few weeks to plan future transfers. We have secondees in
Greece and Italy working on transfers of unaccompanied
children to the UK under both the Dublin III Regulation
and section 67 and we published the criteria for future
transfers on 10 March. Over the coming months, the
Government will continue to work with EU Member
States and partners to implement section 67.

Syria: Provision of Equipment

[HLWS611]

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: My right Honourable
Friend, the Secretary for State for Foreign and
Commonwealth Affairs (Boris Johnson), has made the
following written Ministerial statement:

The situation in Syria remains extremely fragile. An
estimated 400,000 people have been killed since the war
began six years ago, many of them innocent civilians. The
Asad regime continues to use the most barbaric military
methods and tactics available, including the use of
indiscriminate artillery fire, chemical weapons and barrel
bombs. The UK remains committed to doing all it can to
promote a political settlement to end the conflict, to
alleviate the humanitarian suffering, and to protect UK
national security through countering terrorist and
extremist threats.

In November 2015, my predecessor, the Rt Hon Philip
Hammond MP, issued Written Ministerial Statements
setting out our plans to give equipment and training to
groups selected from the Moderate Armed Opposition’s
(MAO) Southern Front, creating a Border Force and
Casualty Evacuation capability in Opposition controlled
areas of southern Syria. The Southern Front Border Force
(SF-BFOR) working together with other MAO groups
and in coordination with the Jordanian Authorities, has
interdicted Jordanian citizens illegally entering Syria.
They have also stopped smugglers carrying money,
weapons and narcotics from Syria to Jordan, and Daesh
fighters attempting to carry weapons, explosives and
money in and out of the besieged area of the Yarmouk
Basin. The Southern Front Casualty Evacuation capability
(CASEVAC) capability is designed to provide vital
medical support to the MAO and has, to date, established
and equipped three medical teams with a command and
control element attached to each. Primarily designed to
support MAO fighters, they have provided treatment to
over 100 injured MAO personnel in recent fighting in
Dera’a City. These teams have also provided treatment to
civilians wounded in the fighting often working alongside
the Syrian Civil Defence. Other international donors have
contributed to both initiatives.
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The UK intends to continue its support to these
programmes by providing targeted operational equipment
— for patrolling and observation, and for provision of
medical care to wounded fighters — as well as building the
command and control capacity. We will give
£3,438,338.54 in equipment to SF-BFOR and
£2,779,970.30 in equipment to the CASEVAC medical
units. For SF-BFOR the list of equipment includes:
vehicles; day/night observation aids; communications
equipment; metal and line detecting equipment to find and
avoid improvised explosive devices; uniforms; and
combined load carrying/protective vests. The list of
equipment for the CASEVAC medical units includes:
vehicles; communications equipment; medical treatment
equipment; uniforms; and load carrying/protective vests.
We expect to spend a total of £10 million this financial
year on both programmes of support.

The use of these funds to cover the costs of the
programme has been approved by the Syria Conflict,
Stability and Security Fund (CSSF) Board, the Middle
East North Africa CSSF Regional Board and Operations
Committee. The equipment has been scrutinised to ensure
that the provision of this equipment is consistent with
export controls and complies with our international
obligations. Recipients have been carefully selected and
vetted to prevent equipment being given to those involved
in extremist activities or human rights abuses. All
equipment transfers are approved by HMG immediately
before delivery. All our assistance is carefully calibrated
and legal, is aimed at alleviating human suffering and
supporting moderate groups and is regularly monitored
and evaluated. We monitor the situation on the ground
carefully.

[HLWS612]

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: My right Honourable
Friend, the Secretary for State for Foreign and
Commonwealth Affairs (Boris Johnson), has made the
following written Ministerial statement:

The situation in Syria remains extremely fragile. An
estimated 400,000 people have been killed since the war
began six years ago, many of them innocent civilians. The
Asad regime continues to use the most barbaric military
methods and tactics available, including the use of
indiscriminate artillery fire, chemical weapons and barrel
bombs. The UK remains committed to doing all it can to
promote a political settlement to end the conflict, to
alleviate the humanitarian suffering, and to protect UK
national security through countering terrorist and
extremist threats.

In June 2016, my predecessor, the Rt Hon Philip
Hammond MP, issued Written Ministerial Statements
setting out our plans to give equipment to Syria Civil
Defence and the Free Syrian Police teams operating in
opposition-controlled areas of Syria. The UK
subsequently distributed the equipment to both teams
along with comprehensive training packages. Syria Civil
Defence teams have now saved over 70,000 lives by
rescuing civilians trapped in damaged buildings, fighting
fires and providing emergency first aid. The Free Syrian
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Police continues its valuable work to prevent looting and
to support the distribution of humanitarian aid. Other
international donors have contributed to both initiatives.

The UK intends to continue its support to these
programmes by increasing their communications
capability and mobility of the teams, providing more
targeted operational equipment — whether for search and
rescue, or tracing explosives — as well as building up the
capacity of these organisations to deliver on the ground.
We intend give £2 million in equipment to Syria Civil
Defence and £4 million in equipment to the Free Syrian
Police. For Syria Civil Defence, the list of equipment
includes: cutting and rescue tools; personal protective
gear including helmets; uniforms; communications
equipment; medical supplies; equipment for the disposal
of unexploded ordinance; office supplies; vehicles; and
fire fighting equipment. For the Free Syrian Police, the
list of equipment includes: vehicles; communications kit;
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traffic signs and cones; uniforms; and generators. We
expect to spend £19 million this financial year on both
programmes of support.

The use of these funds to cover the costs of the
equipment has been approved by members of the Middle
East and North Africa Conflict, Stability and Security
Fund (CSSF) Regional Board. The list of equipment has
been scrutinised to ensure that the provision of this
equipment is consistent with export controls and complies
with our international obligations. Recipients have been
carefully selected to prevent equipment being given to
those involved in extremist activities or human rights
abuses. All equipment transfers are approved by HMG
immediately before delivery. All our assistance is
carefully calibrated and legal, is aimed at alleviating
human suffering and supporting moderate groups and is
regularly monitored and evaluated. We monitor the
situation on the ground carefully.
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Bereavement Support Payment
Asked by The Lord Bishop of St Albans

To ask Her Majesty’s Government why, when
determining the length of time for which Bereavement
Support Payments would be paid, they considered 18
months a suitable timeframe for bereavement support.
[HL6803]

Lord Henley: Bereavement Support Payment is
intended to help people with the additional costs
immediately following a bereavement. Income-related
benefits are more suited for longer-term assistance with
everyday living expenses. Evidence from the
Government’s public consultation exercise in 2011
suggested the financial impact of spousal bereavement
was more acute in the early months; and so this new
benefit provides a significant cash boost of a lump sum
followed by 18 monthly instalments. The Government
originally proposed 12 monthly instalments, but in
response to representations from the Social Security
Advisory Committee, the Work and Pensions Select
Committee and groups supporting bereaved people, this
was extended to 18 months. This ensures that the
payments do not end on the anniversary of the death.

Cannabis
Asked by Lord Northbrook

To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether they have
made an assessment of the differing risks posed by
different strengths of cannabis; and, if so, whether they
have published those results. [HL6801]

Baroness Williams of Trafford: The government
relies on the Advisory Council on the Misuse of Drugs to
inform its assessment of drug harms. The most recent
advice from the ACMD relating to cannabis is available
here: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/acmd-
cannabis-classification-and-public-health-2008

The Answer includes the following attached material:
ACMD Report - Cannabis [acmd-cannabis-report-2008.pdf]

The material can be viewed online at:
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-
answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-04-24/HL6801

Channel Four Television: Public
Appointments

Asked by Lord Ouseley

To ask Her Majesty’s Government, further to the
Written Answer by Lord Ashton of Hyde on 20 April
(HL6668) concerning the female candidate who was not
approved for appointment by the Secretary of State to
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the Board of Channel 4, whether they intend to ask the
Equalities and Human Rights Commission to examine
the appointments process, with respect to the question
of whether race or gender discrimination were factors in
the decision made. [HL6819]

Lord Nash: As an independent statutory body
responsible for enforcing the Equality Act 2010, the
EHRC is able to make its own decisions to intervene if it
suspects that an unlawful act has been committed. It has
the power to take enforcement action in relation to a
breach of the Act’s provisions, including the provisions
that cover appointment to public office.

County Courts: Judgements
Asked by Lord Mendelsohn

To ask Her Majesty’s Government, in the light of the
figures from the Registry Trust published in December
2016 showing a 21 per cent fall in England and Wales
county court judgments against businesses in 2016
compared to 2015, what assessment they have made
regarding the reasons for this fall. [HL6665]

Lord Keen of Elie: The Ministry of Justice has not
conducted an analysis of the reasons for the fall in the
number of County Court judgments against businesses.

Developing Countries: HIV Infection
Asked by Baroness Sheehan

To ask Her Majesty’s Government how much the
Department for International Development has spent on
bilateral funding for HIV and AIDS programmes in
each of the last five years for which figures are
available. [HL6802]

Lord Bates: The table below shows DFID Bilateral
ODA expenditure on HIV/AIDS for the last five years for
which figures are available.

£ Thousands

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015
STD 183,079 115,146 56,077 25,605 16,434
control
including
HIV/AIDS

The majority of our investments to the HIV response
are now directed through multilateral partners such as the
Global Fund to fight AIDS, TB and Malaria, UNITAID
and UNAIDS. This enables us to have greater impact on
HIV than we could achieve through bilateral programmes
alone. They can deliver the large-scale, low-cost
programmes needed in the most effective way and at the
best value to the taxpayer. For example, our £1.1billion
investment in the Global Fund (2017-19), up from our
£1bn pledge in 2014-2016, makes us the second largest
donor. This support will help provide lifesaving anti-
retroviral therapy for 1.3 million people living with HIV.
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Domestic Violence
Asked by Lord Ouseley

To ask Her Majesty’s Government, in the light of
figures released following a freedom of information
request showing that more than 160,000 victims of
domestic violence in England withdrew their support
for charges against their abusers in 2016, what
percentage rise this represents compared with the
previous 12 months; and what assessment they have
made of the factors which led to those withdrawals.
[HL6818]

Baroness Williams of Trafford: The Home Office
first published information on police outcomes for
domestic abuse-related offences in ‘Crime outcomes in
England and Wales: year ending March 2016, available
here: https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/crime-
outcomes-in-england-and-wales-2015-t0-2016.

As this was the first time police forces were required to
collect figures in this way it is not possible to compare
them to earlier years.

The Office of National Statistics has been clear that
recent rises in recorded crime reflect improved processes
and a greater willingness of victims to come forward there
are too many instances where victims are unwilling to
testify against their abuser. The Government expects
police forces and Crown Prosecutors to use the available
data, alongside local knowledge, to review performance
in relation to domestic abuse in order to identify areas for
improvement.

Empty Property: Security
Asked by Baroness Jones of Moulsecoomb

To ask Her Majesty’s Government what plans they
have to review the rights of property guardians.
[HL6776]

Lord Bourne of Aberystwyth: It has not proved
possible to respond to this question in the time available
before Prorogation. Ministers will correspond directly
with the Member.

Environment Protection: Devolution
Asked by Baroness Jones of Whitchurch

To ask Her Majesty’s Government what steps they
have taken to meet with the devolved Administrations
to discuss initial proposals for devolved powers on
environmental matters; what was the outcome of those
meetings; and how frequently they plan to meet the
devolved  Administrations  during the  Brexit
negotiations to discuss further proposals for devolution
on environmental matters. [HL6616]

Lord Young of Cookham: The UK Government is
fully committed to working with the devolved
administrations on environmental matters. Discussions are
ongoing on a bilateral basis, as well as via the Joint
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Ministerial Committee EU Negotiations (JMC(EN))
across a range of issues.

Financial Services: Fines
Asked by Lord Mendelsohn

To ask Her Majesty’s Government, for each fine
imposed by the Financial Conduct Authority since
2007, what was (1) the amount of the fine before any
discounts arising from early settlement, (2) the amount
paid, and (3) the amount of any discounts applied.
[HL6792]

Asked by Lord Mendelsohn

To ask Her Majesty’s Government on how many
occasions the Financial Conduct Authority has
exercised its powers to increase a fine that it has already
imposed; and, in each case, what were the reasons for
the exercise of those powers. [HL6793]

Asked by Lord Mendelsohn

To ask Her Majesty’s Government what are all the
factors they, and the Financial Conduct Authority
(FCA), consider as aggravating a breach of conduct for
which a fine may be imposed by the FCA, which may
lead to an increase in that fine. [HL6794]

Asked by Lord Mendelsohn

To ask Her Majesty’s Government how the Financial
Conduct Authority investigates and documents the
process by which it evaluates aggravating factors which
may lead to an increase in an already imposed fine.
[HL6795]

Asked by Lord Mendelsohn

To ask Her Majesty’s Government in how many
instances since 2007 did the Financial Conduct
Authority increase a financial penalty as a result of a
firm failing to take disciplinary action against staff; and
in each case, what was the reason for the increase.
[HL6796]

Baroness Neville-Rolfe: Information on the FCA’s
enforcement powers and its policy for financial penalty is
set out in detail in the enforcement section of their
website, and in their Handbook.

The FCA does not seek to agree specific disciplinary
action firms should take against individuals. If the FCA
thinks that disciplinary action should be taken against
individuals, it can and does take that action itself.

We have passed Lord Mendelsohn’s questions on to the
FCA, who will reply directly to him by letter. A copy of
the letter will be placed in the Library of the House.

Garden Communities

Asked by Baroness Doocey

To ask Her Majesty’s Government, in reaching their
decision on support for garden villages, what
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assessment they made of (1) the Planning Practice
Guidance which states that local authorities should have
regard to airfield connectivity, and (2) the Aviation
Policy Framework. [HL6658]

Asked by Baroness Doocey

To ask Her Majesty’s Government what weight they
will give to the advice on the contribution of aviation to
economic growth contained in the National Planning
Policy Framework, the Planning Practice Guidance, the
Aviation Policy Framework, and the General Aviation
Strategy, when advising on the Surrey Heath garden
village. [HL6660]

Lord Bourne of Aberystwyth: Surrey Heath Borough
Council’s expression of interest for Fairoaks Garden
Village was assessed using the criteria set out in out in the
Government prospectus “Locally-Led Garden Villages,
Towns and Cities” published (attached) March 2016.
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/
attachment_data/file/508205/Locally-
led garden villages towns and_cities.pdf

The National Planning Policy Framework is a material
consideration in planning decisions and the Framework’s
policies for delivering sustainable development must be
considered as a whole. Where relevant, this would include
the policy for airports and airfields (that are not subject to
a separate national policy statement), which expects local
planning authorities to take account of their growth and
role in serving business, leisure, training and emergency
needs. Planning guidance supporting the Framework
makes clear local authorities should consider the
interconnectivity between airfields of different sizes and
that they should have regard to the Aviation Policy
Framework.

The Answer includes the following attached material:

Locally - led garden villages, Towns and Cities 170425 Locally-
led garden villages towns and cities HL6658 + HL6660.pdf]

The material can be viewed online at:
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-
answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-04-05/HL6658

Government Departments: Land
Asked by Lord Berkeley

To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether
operational government land can be disposed of on a
freehold basis. [HL6764]

Lord Bourne of Aberystwyth: It has not proved
possible to respond to this question in the time available
before Prorogation. Ministers will correspond directly
with the Member.

High Speed 2 Railway Line

Asked by Lord Berkeley

To ask Her Majesty’s Government, further to the
Written Answer by Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon on 21
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December 2016 (HL4189), whether the funding
envelope for HS2 set by the Spending Review 2015 is
unchanged; and what allowance, if any, they expect to
be added to those figures in respect of developer
contributions to station construction; and what, if any,
government guarantees will be assumed for such private
sector contributions. [HL6766]

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: Spending Review 2015
set a long term funding envelope for HS2 of £55.7 billion
in 2015 prices, which remains unchanged.

The key funding assumption remains that HS2 will be
fully publicly funded upfront. The Department for
Transport and HS2 Limited will investigate private
financing and third party funding, where this could reduce
cost to the taxpayer and promote value for money.

In relation to Manchester Airport station, the funding
arrangements are yet to be concluded but the Government
has made clear that development of a station at
Manchester Airport is dependent on agreeing an
appropriate local funding package. HS2 Ltd’s budgeting
is in line with that and HS2 Ltd will continue to pursue
avenues that encourage third party, non-Governmental
funding.

High Street Review
Asked by Lord Kennedy of Southwark

To ask Her Majesty’s Government how many of the
28 recommendations of the Portas Review published on
13 December 2011 were implemented. [HL6621]

Lord Bourne of Aberystwyth: The Government’s
response to the Portas Review, published in April 2012,
accepted all but one of the 28 recommendations. The
recommendation to introduce Secretary of State “sign off”
for all new out-of-town developments and to require all
large new developments to have an “affordable shops”
quota was not accepted.

Following the Portas Review, a programme was
established by the Government to help support high
streets of all shapes and sizes across England. This
included the establishment of 27 Portas Pilots across
England, which were designed to test different approaches
to revitalising high streets and town centres.

It also funded the creation of 360 Town Teams that
were not selected to become Portas Pilots to give them the
opportunity to kick start activity in their areas, with
funding of £10,000 and a programme of practical support.
The Government went beyond the recommendation for a
“National Markets Day” to support and part-fund the very
successful “Love Your Local Market” campaign, now in
its sixth year. A £1 million High Street Renewal Award
was also made available to seven local areas — two of
which were Portas Pilot towns — delivering the most
effective and innovative plans to bring their town centres
back to life.

In addition, a series of measures were implemented in
response to the Portas Review. These included a
commitment to support Business Improvement Districts,
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support for small businesses through rate relief and
business rate discounts, and planning changes to allow
business to respond flexibly to changing market
conditions. Concerted action was also taken to tackle
over-zealous parking practices.

A High Street Innovation Fund was established in 2012
worth £10 million to help those councils with the highest
incidence of empty properties and those affected by the
2011 riots.

The Future High Street Forum has met since 2013,
bringing together leading business figures in high street
retailing with the Government. The Forum launched the
“High Street Pledge” in July 2016 — signed by over 40
national retailers and other high streets business
committing their stores to supporting their local high
streets — and since 2014 the annual Great British High
Street Competition which recognises and celebrates the
wonderful work that local communities are doing across
the country in their high streets has taken place.

The Future High Street Forum also launched a digital
pilot in Gloucestershire with the support of the GFirst
Local Enterprise Partnership to support SMEs to embrace
digital. The Pilot has produced some interesting results.

Homelessness
Asked by Lord Ouseley

To ask Her Majesty’s Government what progress
they are making in reducing the levels of homelessness
among single young people and families living in
temporary accommodation; and what assessment they
have made of the need to increase the provision of (1)
affordable accommodation, and (2) private rented
accommodation at rent levels proportionate to
household incomes. [HL6821]

Lord Bourne of Aberystwyth: It has not proved
possible to respond to this question in the time available
before Prorogation. Ministers will correspond directly
with the Member.

King Hussain Development Zone
Asked by Lord Hylton

To ask Her Majesty’s Government how many (1)
Jordanians, and (2) Syrians, are employed in the King
Hussein Development Zone in Jordan, following the
agreement with the World Bank, the EU and others.
[HL6833]

Lord Bates: There are currently 928 workers at the
King Hussain Development Zone in Mafraq. Of these 835
are Jordanians and 25 are Syrians, with the remaining
workers being from other nationalities. Since January 1st
2016, 49,542 work permits have been issued to Syrian
refugees in Jordan.

26 April 2017

Page 7

Lebanon: Education
Asked by Lord Hylton

To ask Her Majesty’s Government what progress
there has been in increasing the levels of educational
attainment or education services in Lebanon, following
the agreement in 2016 of a loan by the World Bank for
the funding of refugee schooling. [HL6832]

Lord Bates: DFID is a leading supporter of the
Government of Lebanon’s Reaching All Children with
Education (RACE 1II) plan to get all children into
education, including by providing £86.6 million via the
World Bank to improve access to quality education in
Lebanon. Good progress has been made so with almost
300,000 Syrian refugee children now receiving an
education.

M3
Asked by Lord West of Spithead

To ask Her Majesty’s Government for how many
months roadworks have been underway on the M3
motorway between the Fleet Services and the M25; for
how many months those roadworks are expected to
continue; what was the initial cost estimate for those
works; and what is the current estimated cost. [HL6806]

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: The roadworks
underway on the M3 between junctions 2 (the M25) and
4a near Fleet services) consist of two combined schemes
(a Smart Motorway scheme and a maintenance scheme).
These have been underway for 26 months, and are
currently due to finish construction in two months in June
2017. The cost estimate approved for these works was
£256 million. The current estimated outturn cost of the
scheme is also £256 million.

National Security: Training
Asked by Lord Hennessy of Nympsfield

To ask Her Majesty’s Government what progress has
been made towards creating the virtual National
Security Academy announced in the 2015 National
Security Strategy and Strategic Defence and Security
Review. [HL6773]

Lord Young of Cookham: Work on a virtual National
Security Academy has begun, with departments agreeing
to take a shared approach and cross-community training
being developed in specific areas. It has held its first
course on Full Spectrum Effects. Open to staff across
government, the FCO Diplomatic Academy has launched
a Security, Defence and Intelligence faculty, which will
further develop knowledge and skills on international
security.
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Network Rail: Land
Asked by Lord Berkeley

To ask Her Majesty’s Government what is their
estimate of the expected income from Network Rail’s
disposal of operational freight land. [HL6765]

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: As recommended by the
2015 Hendy Review, Network Rail is committed to
disposing of assets, including freight estate, where
ownership is not essential for the running of the railway.
As well as generating funds to reinvest into the railway,
this will allow Network Rail to focus on its core business
of running a safe, reliable and growing network.

At this point in time all options are still being
considered and no firm decisions have been made about
freight asset sales. The detail of any expected future asset
sales is commercially sensitive.

Non-domestic Rates
Asked by Lord Beecham

To ask Her Majesty’s Government, further to the
letter from Lord Young of Cookham to Lord Beecham
on 5 April regarding the Non-Domestic Rating (Rates
Retention) and (Levy and Safety Net) (Amendment)
Regulations 2017, a copy of which has been placed in
the Library of the House, (1) how many challenges to
the 2010 rating lists are outstanding for each year since
2010, (2) how long they estimate it will take to
determine those challenges, and (3) what is their
estimate of the financial impact of successful challenges
on local authorities. [HL6756]

Lord Bourne of Aberystwyth: It has not proved
possible to respond to this question in the time available
before Prorogation. Ministers will correspond directly
with the Member.

Playgrounds
Asked by Lord Ouseley

To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment
they have made of the impact of the closure of
children’s playgrounds on the health, security, safety
and education of children. [HL6822]

Lord Nash: Local authorities and schools seek consent
from the Secretary of State to dispose of playing field
land that is surplus or unused. The department has a
strong policy presumption against the disposal of school
playing fields and has a set of criteria used to assess
applications for consent. These include assessing whether
the school can continue to meet its curriculum needs. The
department gives consent only if the criteria are met, and
where the proceeds from sales are to be reinvested in
sports and education facilities.

PE remains a compulsory subject at all four key stages
in the national curriculum, ensuring that all children and
young people continue to engage in sport and physical
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activity as they progress through education and beyond.
Schools are free to organise and deliver a diverse and
challenging PE curriculum, but through the primary PE
and sport premium. The government has invested over
£600m of ring-fenced funding to primary schools to
improve PE and sport since 2013, and will double the
primary PE and sport premium to £320 million a year
from September 2017. We also recently announced the
creation of the Healthy Pupils Capital Programme,
committing £415m of additional funding from the Soft
Drinks Industry Levy for primary, secondary, and sixth
form colleges to support PE, after school activities,
healthy eating, and young people suffering with mental
health issues.

Productivity
Asked by Baroness Kennedy of Cradley

To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment
they have made of the productivity of UK workers in
comparison with workers in (1) other EU member
states, and (2) the US. [HL6783]

Lord Prior of Brampton: The Office for National
Statistics (ONS) produces comparisons of UK
productivity with the G7 countries and some, but not all,
EU member states. ONS statistics show output per hour
worked in the UK was 15.9% below the average for the
rest of the G7 advanced economies in 2015; 22.7% below
that in France; 26.7% below Germany and 22.2% below
the USA.

Please see attached tables for full details.

The Answer includes the following attached material:
Productivity statistics [productivity-tables-HL6783.pdf]

The material can be viewed online at:
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-
answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-04-24/HL6783

Roads: Finance
Asked by Lord Moonie

To ask Her Majesty’s Government how much
funding they allocated to (1) the Highways Agency, (2)
local authorities, and (3) other bodies, for the
construction and maintenance of roads and pavements
in the last financial year for which figures are available.
[HL6799]

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: In 2016/17, Highways
England spent £3.1bn in total in covering construction
and maintenance of the Strategic Road Network, and the
Traffic Officer Service.

The Government provided a total of £137.6m to local
authorities from the local majors programme for the
construction of new local roads.

The Government also allocated £1.029 billion to local
authorities for highways maintenance in England outside
London This was made up of £826m highways
maintenance block needs element, £50m highways
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maintenance block incentive element, £103m highways
maintenance block challenge fund and £50m Pothole
Action Fund. A further £258 million was provided to
local authorities in England outside London for small
scale transport improvements through the integrated
transport block.

The Mayor of London receives an annual grant from the
Government for transport including rail, underground and
roads, so the Department does not hold a breakdown of
the expenditure.

Security Guards: Licensing
Asked by Lord Harris of Haringey

To ask Her Majesty’s Government what proportion of
security companies are members of the SIA Approved
Contractor Scheme; and what measures they are taking
to encourage security companies to join the Approved
Contractor Scheme. [HL6769]

Baroness Williams of Trafford: The Security Industry
Authority operates a voluntary Approved Contractor
Scheme which measures private security suppliers against
independently assessed criteria. There are 831 companies
currently registered under this scheme.

Asked by Lord Harris of Haringey

To ask Her Majesty’s Government what proportion of
security contracts let by (1) central government
departments, (2) government agencies, (3) NHS bodies,
and (4) local government, are to members of the SIA
Approved Contractor Scheme. [HL6770]

Baroness Williams of Trafford: This information is
not held centrally.

Asked by Lord Harris of Haringey

To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment
they have made of whether the work done by the
Scottish Procurement Directorate to promote the use of
the SIA Approved Contractor Scheme in public body
contracts for security services in Scotland might be a
model that would have a beneficial effect elsewhere in
the UK. [HL6772]

Baroness Williams of Trafford: No assessment has
been made of the potential benefit for the rest of the UK
of the work done by the Scottish Procurement Directorate
in relation to the Approved Contractor Scheme.

Sexual Offences: Northern Ireland
Asked by Lord Morrow

To ask Her Majesty’s Government what plans they
have to initiate a serious case review into the case of the
vulnerable adult who was imprisoned and abused by
Keith and Caroline Baker. [HL6800]

Baroness Williams of Trafford: The decision as to
whether to carry out a Safeguarding Adult Review is a
matter for the relevant Safeguarding Adult Board.
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Supermarkets: Codes of Practice
Asked by Lord Kennedy of Southwark

To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment
they have made of the effectiveness of the Groceries
Code. [HL6785]

Lord Prior of Brampton: The effectiveness of the
Groceries Code is being assessed as part of the on-going
Statutory Review of the Groceries Code Adjudicator
which will be published in due course.

Syria: Children
Asked by Lord Hylton

To ask Her Majesty’s Government what action is
being taken to provide education for the children of
Syrian refugees in Jordan. [HL6829]

Lord Bates: The UK is supporting the Government of
Jordan to deliver the commitment made at the February
2016 Supporting Syria and the Region Conference in
London to enable every refugee and vulnerable host
community child to access quality education. We are
providing up to £80 million over 4 years to support access
to education for Syrian refugee children as well as
improving the quality of education for all children in
Jordan.

Our support has also contributed to 98 new double shift
schools opening this school year. There are now enough
spaces for all Syrian and Jordanian children to participate
in formal schooling in Jordan.

Syria: Humanitarian Aid
Asked by Lord Eames

To ask Her Majesty’s Government which department
is responsible for the allocation of humanitarian aid to
Syria. [HL6812]

Lord Bates: The Department for International
Development (DFID) leads the UK's humanitarian
response to the Syria crisis. It is our largest ever response
to a single humanitarian crisis. We are providing
lifesaving support to millions of Syrians, supporting
Syrians who have fled as refugees to neighbouring
countries, and enabling host communities to
accommodate them.

Syria: Teachers
Asked by Lord Hylton

To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether
arrangements are being made for the employment of
qualified Syrian teachers who are based in camps or
cities in Jordan. [HL6830]

Lord Bates: Currently teaching is a “restricted sector”
in Jordan, not open to nationalities other than Jordanian.
However, of the approximately 49,000 work permits
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issued to Syrian refugees to date, 103 Syrians have been
employed in the education sector.

Truancy
Asked by Lord Ouseley

To ask Her Majesty’s Government how many parents
were prosecuted in relation to truancy by their children
in (1) 2014, (2) 2015, and (3) 2016; and what measures
they are proposing to take to reduce the levels of school
absence. [HL6820]

Lord Nash: Statistics on truancy for 2014 and 2015
(latest currently available) are published by the Ministry
of Justice in the “Criminal justice statistics outcomes by
offence data tool”, available at:
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/criminal-
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justice-system-statistics-quarterly-december-2015.
Figures for 2016 are not yet available.

Criminal Justice Statistics outcome for truancy offences, 2014 to 2015
2014 2015
Number of defendants proceeded against

17,013 20,808

The Government has been clear that children’s
attendance at school is non-negotiable. It is for schools to
determine how they address poor attendance using the
range of measures available to them, such as parenting
contracts and parenting orders, or penalty notice for
unauthorised absence. These measures are used to
reinforce parents’ responsibilities and to support them in
improving their child’s attendance at school.
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