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Written Statements 
Thursday, 16 March 2017 

Disclosure and Barring Service 

[HLWS542] 

Baroness Williams of Trafford: My hon Friend the 

Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Vulnerability, 

Safeguarding and Countering Extremism (Sarah Newton) 

has today made the following Written Ministerial 

Statement: 

The 2015-16 Annual Report and Accounts for the 

Disclosure and Barring Service (HC 451) is being laid 

before the House today and published on www.gov.uk. 

Copies will be available in the Vote Office. 

Homelessness 

[HLWS540] 

Lord Bourne of Aberystwyth: My Hon Friend the 

Minister for Local Government (Marcus Jones) has today 

made the following Written Ministerial Statement. 

At Autumn Statement 2015 the Government announced 

that the Department for Work and Pensions’ (DWP) 

Temporary Accommodation Management Fee would be 

replaced by increased funding to local authorities to give 

them more control and flexibility to tackle homelessness. 

I am pleased to inform you that we have today 

announced the allocations for the Department for 

Communities and Local Government’s new Flexible 

Homelessness Support Grant which will replace the DWP 

fee from April this year. The total funding over two years 

is £402 million. The details of allocations and 

methodology are attached. 

We have published the funding allocations for the grant 

over two years so councils will know with more certainty 

how much they will receive under the new system. We 

will announce allocations for 2019/20 during 2017/18. 

The funding has been allocated according to a formula 

which reflects relative homeless pressures, while at the 

same time aiming to protect local authorities which 

currently have high levels of Temporary Accommodation. 

No authority will receive an annual allocation less than 

we estimate they would have received under the DWP fee 

(assuming rising levels of demand). 

The new grant gives councils more control and 

flexibility over homelessness budgets. It forms part of the 

Government’s end to end approach to tackling 

homelessness, helping both those at risk of homelessness 

and those experiencing a crisis. It sits alongside other 

funding for homelessness, including the £315 million 

Homelessness Prevention funding, our recently 

announced £50 million homelessness prevention package 

and the £61million new burdens funding for Bob 

Blackman MP’s Homelessness Reduction Bill, which will 

significantly reform England’s homelessness legislation 

and ensure that more people get the help they need to 

prevent them becoming homeless. 

In order to manage the transition to a new funding 

regime carefully, we are ring-fencing the grant for two 

years to ensure it is spent on homelessness services. 

In recognition of the particular challenges faced by 

London boroughs, we have set aside £25 million of the 

funding over the next two years. Before making final 

decisions on the allocation of this funding we will work 

with the Greater London Authority and London boroughs 

to consider ways of helping councils to collaborate in the 

procurement of accommodation for homeless households. 

In designing the grant, we worked with local housing 

authorities across the country, including all London 

boroughs. 

The Statement includes the following attached material: 

FHSG Formula explanation [170315 FHSG - formula 

explanation.docx] 

FHSG Methodologynote [170315 FHSG methodology note.docx] 

FHSG allocation 2 Years [170315 Copy of 170315 FHSG 

allocations 2 yr.xlsx] 

The material can be viewed online at: 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-
answers-statements/written-statement/Lords/2017-03-16/HLWS540/ 

Immigration Rules 

[HLWS544] 

Baroness Williams of Trafford: My hon Friend the 

Minister of State for Immigration (Robert Goodwill) has 

today made the following Written Ministerial Statement: 

My rt hon Friend the Home Secretary is today laying 

before the House a Statement of Changes in Immigration 

Rules [HC 1078]. 

The changes include a new requirement that individuals 

over the age of 18, who are applying for entry clearance 

under the Tier 2 General route to work in education, 

health and social care sectors must provide a criminal 

record certificate from any country in which they have 

lived for 12 months or more in the previous ten years. 

This requirement will also apply to the partner of the 

applicant and a partner applying to join existing Tier 2 

migrant in one of these work sectors. 

This is the second stage in a phased implementation of 

the requirement. It currently applies to individuals over 18 

applying for entry clearance under Tier 1 to come to the 

UK as entrepreneurs or investors, and their adult 

dependents. The Home Office will continue to monitor 

implementation with a view to extending the requirement 

to other migrants in the future. 

On 24 March 2016 the Government announced two 

phases of reforms to Tier 2, following a review by the 

independent Migration Advisory Committee. The first 

phase was implemented on 24 November and the changes 

being laid today implement the second phase of the 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-statement/Lords/2017-03-16/HLWS542/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-statement/Lords/2017-03-16/HLWS540/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-statement/Lords/2017-03-16/HLWS540/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-statement/Lords/2017-03-16/HLWS540/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-statement/Lords/2017-03-16/HLWS540/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-statement/Lords/2017-03-16/HLWS544/
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announced reforms. The changes also update the codes of 

practice relating to skilled workers, and make other minor 

updates to the rules for work routes. 

Further changes are being made to amend or clarify 

other provisions in the Immigration Rules. 

NHS Prescriptions, Dental Treatment, and 

Wigs and Fabric Supports: Charges 

[HLWS543] 

Lord O'Shaughnessy: My hon. Friend the Minister of 

State (Philip Dunne) has made the following written 

statement: 

As at the start of previous financial years, regulations 

will today be laid before Parliament to increase certain 

National Health Service charges in England from 1 April 

2017. 

The prescription charge will increase by 20 pence from 

£8.40 to £8.60 for each medicine or appliance dispensed. 

To ensure that those with the greatest need, including 

patients with long-term conditions, are protected we have 

frozen the cost of the prescription prepayment certificates 

(PPCs) for another year. The 3 month PPC remains at 

£29.10 and the cost of the annual PPC will stay at £104, 

allowing unlimited prescriptions within a specified time 

period. Taken together, this means prescription charges 

are expected to rise broadly in line with inflation. 

Existing arrangements for prescription charge 

exemptions will remain in place, principally covering 

those with certain medical conditions like cancer, epilepsy 

and diabetes, pregnant women and new mothers, children 

under 16 and anyone over 60, and those on a low income. 

As part of a two year settlement announced last year, 

the patient charges for NHS dental care in 2017/18 will be 

as follows: 

• a band one course of treatment and urgent treatment 

will increase by 90p from £19.70 to £20.60; 

• a band two course of treatment will increase by £2.40 

from £53.90 to £56.30 

• a band three course of treatment will increase by 

£10.60 from £233.70 to £244.30. 

The maximum band three charge is for the 

approximately 5 per cent of treatments that include items 

such as crowns or bridges. 

Charges for wigs and fabric supports will rise in line 

with inflation. 

Full details of the revised charges for 2017-18 are 

attached. 

The Statement includes the following attached material: 

Charges [Charges for NHS Prescriptions, Dental Treatment, and 

Wigs and Fabric Supports.pdf] 

The material can be viewed online at: 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-

answers-statements/written-statement/Lords/2017-03-16/HLWS543/ 

Security Industry Authority 

[HLWS541] 

Baroness Williams of Trafford: My rt hon Friend the 

Minister of State for Fire and Policing (Brandon Lewis) 

has today made the following Written Ministerial 

Statement: 

The 2015-16 Annual Report and Accounts for the 

Security Industry Authority [HC 1088] are being laid 

before the House today and published on www.gov.uk. 

Copies will be available in the Vote Office. 

Tower Hamlets 

[HLWS545] 

Lord Bourne of Aberystwyth: My Rt Hon Friend the 

Secretary of State for Communities and Local 

Government (Sajid Javid) has today made the following 

Written Ministerial Statement. 

On 17 December 2014, my predecessor, the then-

Secretary of State for Communities and Local 

Government, issued specific, targeted Directions to the 

London Borough of Tower Hamlets using his powers 

under Section 15 of the Local Government Act 1999. 

At that time a team of Commissioners was appointed to 

exercise specific functions of the Authority. Although 

initially progress was slow, more recently I have been 

pleased to return selected functions back to the Council. I 

am now considering the overall progress of the Council in 

anticipation of these Directions ending on 31 March of 

this year. 

In line with the Council’s own expectations, I am 

considering withdrawing the three Commissioners from 

the Borough and, in support of the recent progress made 

by the Council, maintaining an oversight role through a 

new general Direction. The new Direction allows for 

continued oversight of electoral administration. The 

Government has invited expressions of interest from local 

authorities on piloting the use of ID in polling stations in 

the 2018 local elections. As part of wider steps to 

strengthen electoral integrity in the Borough, I would 

welcome Tower Hamlets’ participation. 

I have received assurances from the Mayor of Tower 

Hamlets both in his fourth six-monthly report of 20 

February, and in person on 27 February, that he is 

confident the Council is now in a position to drive 

forward and deliver their own improvement agenda. 

This view is endorsed by the Commissioners in their 

report of 21 February which I have carefully considered 

and discussed with them on 27 February. 

I am minded therefore to exercise my powers under 

Section 15 of the Local Government Act 1999 to revoke 

the Direction of 14 December 2014, end the role of 

Commissioners in the Council and hand back executive 

functions to the Executive Mayor with the proviso that the 

Council delivers all outstanding actions in their Best 

Value Action Plan and the setting up of a Best Value 

Improvement Board as outlined in the Mayor’s letter of 1 

March. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-statement/Lords/2017-03-16/HLWS543/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-statement/Lords/2017-03-16/HLWS543/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-statement/Lords/2017-03-16/HLWS543/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-statement/Lords/2017-03-16/HLWS543/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-statement/Lords/2017-03-16/HLWS541/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-statement/Lords/2017-03-16/HLWS545/
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I am minded also to direct the Council to provide 

quarterly reports against their Best Value Action plans for 

a further 18 months; and at the end of this period to carry 

out an independent review of delivery. As with all 

councils, the London Borough of Tower Hamlets must 

abide by the Best Value Duty. 

This is a significant step forward for Tower Hamlets 

Council – they have made considerable progress over the 

past few months. I am pleased that the guidance of the 

Commissioner Team has played such a material role in 

putting Tower Hamlets on the right road to allow them 

take on their rightful functions. 

I am inviting the Council to make representations on 

these proposals, which will be considered as part of my 

final decision. 

I am placing a copy of the documents associated with 

these announcements in the Library of the House and on 

my Department’s website.  
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Written Answers 
Thursday, 16 March 2017 

Agriculture 

Asked by Baroness Smith of Basildon 

To ask Her Majesty’s Government how they intend to 

incorporate agriculture into their industrial strategy. 

[HL5844] 

Lord Prior of Brampton: The industrial strategy 

includes measures to enable growth in all parts of the 

economy – for example through our commitments on 

science and innovation funding, skills, and digital 

infrastructure. In addition we have set out proposals for 

new, business-led sector deals, with the first set of deals 

already under development. 

We look forward to working with sectors, including 

farming and agri-food, which can organise behind strong 

leadership to address shared challenges and opportunities, 

building on the close working to date. 

Airlines: Crew 

Asked by Baroness Randerson 

To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether they 

collect statistics on the causes of illness among airline 

flight crew; and if so, where those statistics are 

published. [HL5868] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: The Department for 

Transport does not collect statistics on the causes of 

illness among flight airline crew. 

Alternative Fuels: Infrastructure 

Asked by Baroness Randerson 

To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether they have 

submitted their plans for the implementation of the 

Alternative Fuels Infrastructure Directive; and if not, 

when they intend to do so. [HL5863] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: The Government 

recently consulted on options to implement in full the 

requirements of EU Directive 2014/94/EU, known as the 

Alternative Fuels Infrastructure Directive. We are now 

considering the responses and expect to introduce the 

necessary legislation for a complete and enforceable 

transposition during this Parliamentary session, which 

will then be submitted to the Commission. 

Armed Forces: Museums and Galleries 

Asked by Lord Hutton of Furness 

To ask Her Majesty’s Government how much 

financial support they have provided to regimental 

museums in each of the last five years. [HL5933] 

Earl Howe: In addition to the National Army Museum, 

the Ministry of Defence (MOD) currently supports 69 

regimental and corps museums across the UK through a 

combination of a grant in aid, salary costs, and providing 

utilities and some support running costs where a museum 

is located on a MOD site. It is not possible to disaggregate 

utilities or support costs but the table below shows the 

details of support provided, by financial year (FY), where 

available: 

Cost FY  

2012-13 

FY  

2013-14 

FY  

2014-15 

FY 

 2015-16 

FY  

2016-17 1 

Grant in 
Aid 

£0.6 
million 

£0.8 
million 

£1.2 
million 

£1.4 
million 

£1.6 
million 

CS  

salaries 

Not 

available 2 

Not 

available 2 

Not 

available 2 

£1.6 

million 

£1.4 

million 

Notes: 

1. Figures for FY 2016-17 are projected. 

2. Salary information is not available for FY 2012-13 to 2014-15. 

Civil Partnerships 

Asked by The Earl of Shrewsbury 

To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether they have 

any plans to legislate to allow partners of the opposite 

sex to form civil partnerships. [HL5981] 

Lord Nash: The Government carried out a consultation 

on the future of civil partnerships in 2014. Views were 

invited on three options: abolishing civil partnerships; 

phasing them out; or extending them to opposite sex 

couples. 

The review found that there was no clear consensus on 

the future of civil partnerships. A majority of respondents 

to the consultation were against extending civil 

partnerships to opposite sex couples and several 

significant stakeholders thought it was too soon to 

consider making changes to civil partnerships until the 

impact of extending marriage to same sex couples is 

known. Given the lack of any consensus, the government 

did not change the Civil Partnership Act 2004. 

The decision not to change the law was judicially 

reviewed last year and the Government won in the High 

Court. The Court of Appeal dismissed an appeal against 

the High Court judgment this week and confirmed that the 

Government’s approach is lawful. 

We welcome the Court’s ruling. Before we take any 

action on this issue, it is right that we evaluate the impact 

that same sex marriage has on the take-up of civil 

partnerships. We will also carefully consider this 

judgment and its implications before deciding on our next 

steps. 

Crossrail 2 Line 

Asked by Baroness Randerson 

To ask Her Majesty’s Government what are the 

stages and timescales for the planning and construction 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-03-06/HL5844
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-03-06/HL5844
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-03-06/HL5868
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-03-06/HL5863
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-03-08/HL5933
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-03-10/HL5981
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of Crossrail 2; and what is the level of Government 

commitment to each stage of the project. [HL5865] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: Government is currently 

reviewing the Strategic Outline Business Case it has 

received from Transport for London and is carefully 

considering it to ensure it is robust and includes a fair, 

sustainable and deliverable funding plan. The next steps 

and timescales for the project will therefore be decided as 

part of our consideration of this business case. 

East Coast Railway Line 

Asked by Lord Bradshaw 

To ask Her Majesty’s Government what percentage 

of the funds available to Network Rail for 

enhancements to the rail network during control period 

5 are to be spent on the East Coast Main Line. [HL5882] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: Network Rail is 

forecasting spending approximately £550m (in cash 

prices) on East Coast Main Line enhancements in Control 

Period 5, which equates to just under four percent of their 

enhancement spend. 

Forests 

Asked by Lord Porter of Spalding 

To ask Her Majesty’s Government what actions they 

are taking to increase the area of publicly accessible 

woodland for local communities in the light of the 

Woodland Trust's 2015 report  Residential 

Developments and Trees  which found that access to the 

natural environment can have benefits to health and 

well-being. [I] [HL5803] 

Lord Gardiner of Kimble: We recognise the benefits 

to health and well-being of people being able to access the 

natural environment and the role of publicly accessible 

woodland as part of that. In addition to maintaining the 

public forest estate, which is the largest open-access 

forest we have in this country, we are increasing the area 

of accessible woodland in a number of other ways. 

For example, as part of our commitment to plant 11 

million trees during this Parliament, the Forestry 

Commission recently launched the Woodland Carbon 

Fund, to help create new woodlands. This provides 

increased incentives where permissive access is granted 

by the landowner for 30 years, as well as support for 

recreational infrastructure. 

We are also working with stakeholders to assess the 

quantity and quality of the public rights of way network 

within and alongside woodland, which may lead to 

improved access; planting a million trees in and around 

schools; championing the Urban Forestry and Woodland 

Advisory Committee’s ‘Vision for a Resilient Urban 

Forest’; and conducting research into the value and 

benefits of urban trees, like the iTree Eco UK project. 

Government Departments: Copyright 

Asked by The Earl of Clancarty 

To ask Her Majesty’s Government what steps are 

being taken to encourage government departments to 

adhere to copyright licensing rules. [HL5774] 

Lord Prior of Brampton: Each Department is 

responsible for its own licensing adherence. 

The National Archives, in collaboration with the 

Intellectual Property Office and the Government Digital 

Service, has recently issued simple new guidance to civil 

servants on the duties associated with copyright belonging 

to the Crown or to third parties: 

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/information-

management/re-using-public-sector-

information/copyright-and-re-use/crown-copyright/ 

This joins The National Archives’ existing guidance at: 

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/documents/informati

on-management/crown-copyright-an-overview-for-

government-departments.pdf 

The cross-sector guidance issued by the Intellectual 

Property Office also provides an introductory framework 

for government: https://www.gov.uk/topic/intellectual-

property/copyright 

The Answer includes the following attached material: 

Cross Sector Guidance [Attachment to HL5774.docx] 

Guidance to civil servants [Second attachment to HL5774.docx] 

National Archives guidance [Third attachment to HL5774.pdf] 

The material can be viewed online at: 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-

answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-03-02/HL5774 

Asked by The Earl of Clancarty 

To ask Her Majesty’s Government what progress 

they have made in renegotiating their agreement with 

the Copyright Licensing Agency; and in doing so, what 

consideration is being given to providing efficiencies to 

the public purse, through means such as obtaining a 

pan-government licence. [HL5775] 

Lord Young of Cookham: The Cabinet Office 

currently coordinates the purchase of a cross-government 

copyright licence on behalf of departments and is 

considering a proposal from the Copyright Licence 

Agency. 

Asked by Lord Dubs 

To ask Her Majesty’s Government what funding they 

provide to support the renewal of central government 

copyright licences. [HL5781] 

Lord Young of Cookham: The Cabinet Office pays 

for the cross-government copyright licence and then 

recharges to other government departments. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-03-06/HL5865
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-03-07/HL5882
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-03-02/HL5803
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-03-02/HL5774
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/information-management/re-using-public-sector-information/copyright-and-re-use/crown-copyright/
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/information-management/re-using-public-sector-information/copyright-and-re-use/crown-copyright/
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/information-management/re-using-public-sector-information/copyright-and-re-use/crown-copyright/
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/documents/information-management/crown-copyright-an-overview-for-government-departments.pdf
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/documents/information-management/crown-copyright-an-overview-for-government-departments.pdf
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/documents/information-management/crown-copyright-an-overview-for-government-departments.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/topic/intellectual-property/copyright
https://www.gov.uk/topic/intellectual-property/copyright
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-03-02/HL5774
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-03-02/HL5774
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-03-02/HL5774
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-03-02/HL5775
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-03-02/HL5781
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Government Equalities Office 

Asked by Lord Blencathra 

To ask Her Majesty’s Government how many (1) 

press releases, (2) announcements, and (3) statements, 

were made over the last six years by the Government 

Equalities Office on (a) transgender, transsexual and 

other sexual issues, and (b) disabled people. [HL5878] 

Lord Nash: The Government Equalities Office (GEO) 

is a unit in the Department for Education. It has lead 

responsibility within Government for policy on gender, 

sexual orientation and transgender equality, while the 

Department for Work and Pensions has lead responsibility 

for policy on disabled people. 

Since the GEO became part of the Department for 

Education in 2015, that Department has released 75 press 

notices, statements or announcements referring to 

transgender and transsexual issues, and 12 referring to 

disabled people. Further information on press notices, 

statements or announcements referring to policies on 

disabled people will be held by the Department for Work 

and Pensions. 

Similar information from earlier years when the GEO 

was first a separate Government Department and then 

later part of the Home Office and the Department for 

Culture, Media and Sport, is not available. 

Heathrow Airport 

Asked by Lord Berkeley 

To ask Her Majesty’s Government what is their 

assessment of the requirements for surface access 

improvements to meet the demands of the third runway 

at Heathrow; what is their estimate of the cost of those 

improvements; and what is their policy on who will pay 

for them. [HL5875] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: The Government is 

currently consulting on a draft Airports National Policy 

Statement (NPS) which will set the framework for any 

planning process, should the NPS be designated. The draft 

NPS proposes targets to increase the number of airport 

users accessing the airport by public transport. 

As part of any planning application the promoter would 

need to set out in detail how it would achieve these targets 

as part of its plans for mitigating the impact of expansion. 

The Government expects, as set out in the Aviation 

Policy Framework 2013, the cost of any surface access 

works required solely to enable airport expansion to be 

met by the promoter. 

In the case of Heathrow expansion, this would mean 

that Heathrow Airport Limited, will meet the cost of the 

surface access improvements necessary to allow 

expansion of the airport, including re-alignment of the 

M25, the A4 and A3044, as well as airport and terminal 

access roads. 

Where proposed projects have wider beneficiaries, such 

as Western Rail Access and Southern Rail Access, the 

Government will expect Heathrow to fund an appropriate 

proportion of the costs based on the direct benefits for the 

airport. 

High Speed Two 

Asked by Lord Berkeley 

To ask Her Majesty’s Government how many HS2 

Ltd staff (1) have previously worked for, and (2) are on 

secondment from, CH2M; how many of those staff 

have returned to work for CH2M after working at HS2 

Ltd; and how many CH2M staff are located in HS2 Ltd 

offices. [HL5815] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: Twenty-five HS2 staff 

have previously worked for CH2M. 

Thirty-seven CH2M staff are on secondment to HS2 

Ltd. 

HS2 Ltd does not hold information on the numbers of 

people who returned to CH2M after working for HS2 Ltd. 

There are 84 CH2M people located in HS2 Ltd offices. 

By way of context, HS2 Ltd’s total headcount is around 

1,500. 

Immigrants: Republic of Ireland 

Asked by Baroness McDonagh 

To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether they are 

planning to permit Irish citizens currently living in the 

UK to continue to do so following the UK’s exit from 

the EU. [HL5797] 

Baroness Williams of Trafford: The close historic, 

social and cultural ties between the UK and Ireland have 

led to the creation of additional rights above those 

associated with common membership of the EU. The 

special status afforded to Irish citizens within the UK is 

rooted in the Ireland Act 1949 and, for the people of 

Northern Ireland, in the 1998 Belfast Agreement. Leaders 

in the UK and Ireland have confirmed their commitment 

to protecting the rights enjoyed by UK and Irish nationals 

when in the other State. 

We remain committed to preserving the rights of Irish 

citizens within the UK. 

Level Crossings: Closures 

Asked by Lord Greaves 

To ask Her Majesty’s Government how assessments 

are made for alternative routes for persons on foot or on 

horseback, in relation to convenience, safety and other 

factors, when proposals are made for the closure of 

level crossings; and what weight is given to such 

assessments when decisions are made about such 

closures. [HL5824] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: Closures have been 

central to Network Rail’s level crossing risk reduction 

strategy for the last seven years. Over 1000 crossings 
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have been closed during this time, significantly 

contributing towards reduced risk and improved safety 

across the rail network. Level crossing closure (by means 

of bridge, underpass, diversion or extinguishment of legal 

rights of way) is often the only solution that will mitigate 

level crossing safety risk completely. Network Rail 

undertakes many different assessments to build a case for 

closure and identify alternative routes for those on foot or 

on horse and any proposed closures require agreement 

from local stakeholders and authorities, otherwise they are 

likely to proceed to a public enquiry. 

Network Rail: Finance 

Asked by Lord Berkeley 

To ask Her Majesty’s Government when they intend 

to publish the High Level Output Specification and 

Statement of Funds Available for the Office of Rail and 

Road to determine the amount of funding that Network 

Rail should receive for the Control Period 6, as required 

under the Railways Act 2005. [HL5816] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: Under the terms of the 

Railways Act 2005, the publication of the Government’s 

High Level Output Specification and Statement of Funds 

Available responds to the publication of the independent 

Office of Rail and Road’s Review Initiation Notice. 

Following publication of the Review Initiation Notice, 

Government is obliged to respond within three months. 

Passports 

Asked by Lord Marlesford 

To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether they will 

make arrangements for the police to have online access 

to the details of British passport holders held on the 

database of HM Passport Office. [HL5791] 

Baroness Williams of Trafford: Police forces are able 

to access passport records via an online portal for specific 

law enforcement purposes subject to a formal 

Memorandum of Understanding being in place with Her 

Majesty’s Passport Office, which governs access and 

ensures compliance with data protection requirements. 

Pedicabs: Greater London 

Asked by Baroness Randerson 

To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment 

they have made of the potential danger of unlicensed 

pedicabs operating on London roads for (1) users of 

pedicabs, (2) other road users, and (3) pedestrians. 

[HL5978] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: The Department for 

Transport has made no detailed assessment of this matter, 

but is aware that it is an area of concern to many 

stakeholders, and has had regular discussions with 

Transport for London and others about it. The 

Government is committed to legislating at the earliest 

opportunity to enable the Mayor of London to regulate the 

pedicab trade in the capital. This should help reduce the 

risks associated with unlicensed pedicabs on the capital’s 

streets. 

Asked by Baroness Randerson 

To ask Her Majesty’s Government what data they 

hold on the level of pedicab-related accidents in 

London in the last year. [HL5979] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: Road safety on 

London’s streets is a matter for the Mayor and the London 

boroughs. Transport for London has some data on 

incidents relating to pedicab activity, including that in the 

three years to March 2013 pedicabs were involved in 20 

reported collisions which resulted in injury. Transport for 

London and the Metropolitan Police also report a series of 

ongoing incidents involving pedicabs, including traffic 

offences and antisocial behaviour. 

Pentonville Prison 

Asked by Lord Knight of Weymouth 

To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment 

they have made of the fulfilment of the duty of care to 

ensure the safety of prisoners and staff at HMP 

Pentonville, since 1 January 2013. [HL5789] 

Lord Keen of Elie: Safety is an ongoing key priority 

for this Government. Extra funding for Violence 

Reduction has been provided to address issues of violence 

and to allow for improvements to be made in the prison 

environment. Our recently published White Paper on 

prison reform announced a major shake-up of the prison 

system to help make prisons places of safety and reform. 

Since January 2013 the fulfilment of the duty of care to 

ensure the safety of prisoners and staff at HMP 

Pentonville has been assessed by a number of means. The 

London and Thames Valley Deputy Director has 

frequently visited the prison to assess and report progress; 

National audits of Safer Custody and Security have 

occurred annually; Independent Monitoring Board reports 

have been produced annually; and HM Inspectorate of 

Prisons has visited in January 2015 and January 2017. 

The prison has delivered improvements in security, 

with metal detection devices being used for all movement 

off the wings and improved mobile phone detectors 

utilised across the prison. Patrol dog cover has also been 

introduced into the establishment which is continuing 

until further notice. 

The window replacement programme began on the 5 

December 2016. This has focused on the areas of greatest 

vulnerability to items being thrown through these 

windows, additionally the priority areas of netting have 

been fixed in all areas around the prison. 

There is extensive CCTV coverage and HMP 

Pentonville have recently improved the way these 

cameras are monitored by increasing the number of staff 

monitoring them. 
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Asked by Lord Knight of Weymouth 

To ask Her Majesty’s Government, in the light of the 

escape of two prisoners from HMP Pentonville in 

November and other recent security breaches, when 

they first became aware of deficiencies in the perimeter 

security at that prison, with particular regard to the nets 

and windows; and when work to make good those 

deficiencies will be completed. [HL5790] 

Lord Keen of Elie: A project to renew those windows 

identified as in need of replacement was approved and 

released to tender in the summer of 2016 as part of a 

standard maintenance programme, with work beginning 

in November 2016 and due to finish in March 2017. 

Following a recent review of security at Pentonville a 

secondary project to carry out further work including the 

fitting of netting and additional window replacement is 

due to begin in April with a forecast completion date of 

June. 

Additionally a project to repair the Perimeter Intrusion 

Detection System and CCTV is due to start during April 

with a forecast completion date of June 2017. 

There is extensive CCTV coverage and HMP 

Pentonville have recently improved the way these 

cameras are monitored by increasing the number of staff 

monitoring them. 

Personal Income 

Asked by Lord Marlesford 

To ask Her Majesty’s Government how many 

individual UK taxpayers reported pre-tax incomes over 

(1) £10 million, (2) £5 million, (3) £2 million, (4) £1 

million, (5) £500,000, (6) £250,000, (7) £100,000, (8) 

£50,000, (9) £30,000, and (10) £25,000, in the most 

recent tax year for which figures are available. 

[HL5795] 

Baroness Neville-Rolfe: The information is provided 

in the table below. 

Total income before tax by band 
(lower limit) 

Number of taxpayers (thousands) 

£25,000 3,280 

£30,000 6,600 

£50,000 2,490 

£100,000 641 

£250,000 94 

£500,000 30 

£1 million 11 

£2 million 3.4 

£5 million 0.7 

£10 million 0.3 

 

These estimates are based on the Survey of Personal 

Incomes 2014-15, which is the latest available tax year. 

Personal Independence Payment: Mental 

Illness 

Asked by Lord Pendry 

To ask Her Majesty’s Government, in the light of 

their commitment to treat mental health as seriously as 

physical health, what assessment they have made of the 

findings of MIND that over 160,000 people with mental 

health problems would be affected by their proposed 

changes to the Personal Independence Payment. 

[HL5910] 

Lord Henley: Personal Independence Payment (PIP) 

ensures parity of treatment between mental and physical 

conditions by looking at the overall needs of an 

individual, not which conditions they have. However, 

recent legal cases have broadened the way the PIP 

assessment criteria are interpreted. The Government has, 

therefore, made drafting changes to the PIP regulations to 

help ensure that PIP is being delivered in line with its 

original intent. The changes to the regulations will not 

result in any claimants seeing a reduction in the amount of 

PIP previously awarded by the Department for Work and 

Pensions. 

Prisoners 

Asked by Lord Marlesford 

To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether a current 

list of those serving custodial sentences in HM Prisons 

is available online to (1) the police, (2) HM Passport 

Office, and (3) HM Revenue and Customs. [HL5794] 

Lord Keen of Elie: Within each prison there is a Police 

Liaison Officer, who has access to National Prisoner 

Offender Database and can therefore see who is serving a 

custodial sentence within the said Prison. 

The department also do a National Prisoner Offender 

Database extract called OFFLOC that is a complete 

extract on a regular basis that is imported into the Police 

National Computer (PNC) system so the Police have the 

information available directly via their own system and 

also share information with other agencies like DWP, via 

an extract. 

Although the Police, HM Passport Office and HM 

Revenue and customs currently don’t have direct access 

as the database is hosted on a restricted network, the MoJ 

shares information with other Government departments 

when needed subject to a risk assessment and an 

information sharing agreement is in place. 

The department don’t share information without a 

specific need, due to the sensitive nature of the 

information, and this is covered under the Data Protection 

Act to keep information secure and only share with 

people that need to see it. 
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Prisons: Smuggling 

Asked by Lord Knight of Weymouth 

To ask Her Majesty’s Government how many 

convictions (1) the Metropolitan Police Service, and (2) 

the Crown Prosecution Service, have secured for 

conveying prohibited items into prisons, since 1 

January 2013. [HL5787] 

Lord Keen of Elie: These types of offences 

investigated by the Metropolitan Police will be prosecuted 

by the Crown Prosecution Service (CPS). 

Offences of conveying items into prison can be 

prosecuted under various pieces of legislation. Many are 

offences which are not specific to prisons and those which 

are can apply to circumstances where items are conveyed 

either into or out of prison. Specific offences of 

conveying prohibiting items into prison cannot therefore 

be identified from the CPS case management system 

without incurring disproportionate cost. 

The official statistics relating to criminal court 

proceedings, including convictions, are maintained by the 

Ministry of Justice. 

Professions: Equality 

Asked by Baroness Afshar 

To ask Her Majesty’s Government, further to the 

answer by Lord Nash on 6 March, what measures are in 

place to support minority women who choose atypical 

professions to embark on such careers and continue 

them effectively and to deal with public prejudices that 

prevail about such work not only on grounds of gender, 

but also colour and creed. [HL5806] 

Lord Nash: The Equality Act 2010 prohibits unlawful 

discrimination in employment on grounds of gender, race 

and religion. 

Baroness Ruby McGregor-Smith’s recent report into 

the issues faced by business in developing Black and 

Minority Ethnic (BME) talent from recruitment through 

to the executive layer made a number of 

recommendations for both Government and business. 

The Government welcomed Baroness McGregor-

Smith’s report and is encouraging businesses to take 

forward her recommendations. The practicalities of 

implementation will differ depending on the business in 

question but we will be working with Business in the 

Community in supporting companies to make these 

changes. These include developing a simple guide on how 

to discuss race in the workplace, an online portal of best 

practice and celebrating success through a list of the top 

100 BME employers. 

Dame Louise’s Casey’s review of integration and 

opportunity, published in December 2016, also highlights 

the employment prospects and English language 

proficiency among certain groups, including minority 

women. The Government is currently reviewing its 

findings and will respond in the coming months. 

Ensuring the labour market provides equal opportunity 

for all, regardless of race, religion or gender, will require 

a joint effort with Government working with the private 

sector and organisations like Business in the Community 

to deliver the lasting change needed. 

Public Transport: Disability 

Asked by Baroness Thomas of Winchester 

To ask Her Majesty’s Government, further to the 

Written Answers by Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon on 22 

February (HL5381 and HL5409), when (1) the draft 

Accessibility Action Plan, and (2) the consultation on 

revised best practice guidance for licensing authorities, 

will be published. [HL5959] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: This government plans 

to publish the draft Accessibility Action Plan for 

consultation in the spring. 

The Department for Transport is currently reviewing 

the Best Practice Guidance issued to licensing authorities 

alongside new Statutory Guidance under section 177 of 

the Policing and Crime Act 2017. The Statutory Guidance 

will focus on safeguarding measures to protect children 

and vulnerable adults when using these services. We 

intend to consult on both of these documents later this 

year. 

Railways: Freight 

Asked by Baroness Randerson 

To ask Her Majesty’s Government what are the 

reasons for the reduction in the Modal Shift Revenue 

Support grant for rail freight. [HL5866] 

Asked by Baroness Randerson 

To ask Her Majesty’s Government what are their 

forecasts for the change in the number of heavy goods 

vehicles using the roads as a result of the reduction in 

the Modal Shift Revenue Support grant for rail freight. 

[HL5867] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: The reduction in funding 

for Mode Shift Revenue Support (MSRS) and the parallel 

Waterborne Freight Grant (WFG) scheme is as a result of 

2015 Spending Review decisions to improve efficiency in 

the use of public expenditure. Since implementation of 

these reductions was due to begin in 2016/17, but delayed 

by a year to give industry time to adjust, they include the 

planned reductions for that year also. 

Following the final bid round of 2016/17, the maximum 

number of lorry journeys that MSRS support would help 

to remove from Britain’s roads and on to rail is 983,162 

for that year. However, awards may not be delivered in 

full and the current year end forecast is for about 70,000 

below that maximum. 

While there are some further bid rounds to come, which 

may increase the figures or alter what is covered by the 

two schemes, funding allocated at the first bid round for 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-03-02/HL5787
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-03-06/HL5806
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-03-09/HL5959
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-03-06/HL5866
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-03-06/HL5867
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-03-06/HL5867


Page 10 16 March 2017 Written Answers 

2017/18 and 2018/19 will help to remove up to 796,854 

and 776,497 lorry journeys respectively. 

Southern: Compensation 

Asked by Baroness Randerson 

To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether they 

intend to reconsider the criteria for eligibility for their 

scheme for compensation for Southern Rail Passengers 

of one month's free travel so that users of Oyster Cards 

and contactless payment methods can also benefit. 

[HL5864] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: The one-off 

compensation package for Southern passengers 

recognises the extraordinary disruption passengers 

experienced over a period of time, which is why the 

scheme applies to season ticket holders. 

Annual, quarterly, monthly and weekly season ticket 

holders are able to claim a refund for the equivalent of a 

month’s (4 weeks) travel. This includes customers with an 

annual, quarterly, monthly or weekly season ticket on 

their Oyster card. 

There are no plans to reconsider the eligibility criteria 

for the enhanced compensation scheme. 

Thames Estuary: Floods 

Asked by Lord Berkeley 

To ask Her Majesty’s Government how many CH2M 

Hill staff (1) are working for; (2) are seconded to; (3) 

have worked for; or (4) are advising under consultancy 

arrangements the Department for Environment, Food 

and Rural Affairs on flooding in the Thames Estuary. 

[HL5814] 

Lord Gardiner of Kimble: CH2M Hill does not 

currently have any staff working for or seconded to Defra 

for works on the Thames Estuary. CH2M Hill has 65 full 

time equivalents working on flooding in the Thames 

Estuary under consultancy arrangements with the 

Environment Agency. CH2M Hill has not had any further 

additional staff working on flooding in the Thames 

Estuary in recent history. 

Thames Tideway Tunnel 

Asked by Lord Berkeley 

To ask Her Majesty’s Government how many CH2M 

Hill staff (1) are working for; (2) are seconded to; (3) 

have worked for; or (4) are advising under consultancy 

arrangements: (a) Thames Water, (b) the Department 

for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, and (c) 

Bazalgette, on the Thames Tideway Tunnel project. 

[HL5813] 

Lord Gardiner of Kimble: The Department for 

Environment, Food and Rural Affairs has no CH2M Hill 

staff working for it on the Thames Tideway Tunnel (TTT) 

project now or in the past. CH2M Hill has been 

contracted to Bazalgette Tunnel Limited (‘Tideway’) as 

project managers for the TTT project since August 2015, 

and before that to Thames Water Utilities Limited 

(‘TWUL’). The engagement of CH2M Hill staff by 

Tideway or TWUL for work on the TTT project is a 

matter for them as private sector companies. 

Tree Planting 

Asked by Lord Porter of Spalding 

To ask Her Majesty’s Government what plans they 

have to improve tree planting rates as part of their 

forthcoming 25 year plan for the environment, food and 

farming. [I] [HL5804] 

Lord Gardiner of Kimble: Our ambition is to be the 

first generation to leave the environment in a better state 

than we found it, and we are committed to publishing a 

long-term plan that builds on our long history of wildlife 

and environmental protection, and sets out a new 

approach to managing the environment. 

We want everyone to have a say on building polices 

that enable our environment to thrive, which is why we 

are working closely with a range of environmental and 

conservation groups and businesses to develop initial 

proposals. We will shortly launch a public consultation on 

our ambition. 

We recognise the wide range of benefits that trees can 

bring to our environment and we are keen to increase 

planting rates as we work towards our ambition. In the 

spring we are holding a number of forestry engagement 

events with stakeholders to discuss the 25 year 

environment plan and our manifesto commitment to plant 

11 million trees during this Parliament. 

Unmanned Air Vehicles 

Asked by Lord Blencathra 

To ask Her Majesty’s Government what plans they 

have to require geo-fencing to be installed on all drones 

for commercial sale. [HL5925] 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: The Government’s 

consultation on the future safe use of drones in the UK 

closed on 15 March 2017. It included a proposal to 

require geo-fencing to be installed on all commercially 

sold drones. The Department intends to publish its 

conclusions from the consultation in the summer of this 

year, when we have fully analysed the evidence 

presented. 

Many of the leading drone manufacturers already 

include forms of geo-fencing capability on their drones. 

However, as geo-fencing is not infallible, the Department 

is in discussions with manufacturers to explore how it and 

other technical safety measures might be improved. 

The Government is also considering a number of other 

measures to promote the safe use of drones, such as 

improving information provision and increasing the 

penalties for breaking the law. 
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VAT 

Asked by Lord Marlesford 

To ask Her Majesty’s Government, further to the 

Written Answer by Lord McKenzie of Luton on 10 

October 2005 (HL1518), whether they will update the 

table showing standard VAT rates and thresholds for 

the 28 European Union member states. [HL5793] 

Baroness Neville-Rolfe: The information requested is 

provided in the attached table. 

The Answer includes the following attached material: 

updated table [An updated table showing the standard VAT rates 

and registration thresholds for the 28 European Union member 

states is set out below.docx] 

The material can be viewed online at: 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-

answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-03-02/HL5793 
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