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ANSWERS
BUSINESS, ENERGY AND INDUSTRIAL STRATEGY

B Bounce Back Loan Scheme: Staffordshire
Jonathan Gullis: [99141

To ask the Secretary of State for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy, what recent
estimate he has made of the number of loans provided through the Bounce Back Loan
scheme to applicants in (a) Stoke-on-Trent, (b) Kidsgrove and (c) Talke.

Paul Scully:
A breakdown on the humber of loans provided through the Bounce Back Loan
scheme as of 7 August is in the table below.

CONSTITUENCY LOANS OFFERED VALUE OF LOANS OFFERED (£)

Stoke-on-Trent North (which 1040 30,573,493
includes Kidsgrove, Talke and
part of Stoke-on-Trent)

Stoke-on-Trent South 861 26,011,673

Stoke-on-Trent Central 1149 35,168,237

B Climate Change Convention
Alan Brown: [99026]

To ask the Secretary of State for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy, what deadline
the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change has set for submissions of
Nationally Determined Contributions in advance of COP26.

Kwasi Kwarteng:

Under the Paris Agreement, all Parties have committed to communicating or updating
Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs) by 2020 and every five years after that.
We are currently working on our NDC, including on the timing for its publication.

B Coal
Catherine McKinnell: [101007]

To ask the Secretary of State for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy, what
assessment he has made of the potential effect of increased domestic supply of coal on
levels of coal imports.


http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2020-10-05/99141
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2020-10-05/99026
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2020-10-08/101007
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Kwasi Kwarteng:

Domestic production of coal, alongside the amounts of coal imported in the UK, have
been steadily declining in the last five years. This is evidenced by the figures
published by the Department here: DUKES table 2.4.

In order to tackle climate change and deliver a net zero economy by 2050, we need
to further reduce our use of coal. We are among the first countries in the world to
commit to closing all unabated coal power plants. We intend to do this by 2024.

B Consumer Goods: Counterfeit Manufacturing
Emma Hardy: [99090

To ask the Secretary of State for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy, what recent
discussions he has had with (a) online retailers and (b) online retailing platforms on
preventing the sale of counterfeit products.

Amanda Solloway:
The Government takes the protection of intellectual property seriously and supports a
range of initiatives designed to reduce this illicit trade.

Officials from the Intellectual Property Office (IPO) have been holding roundtable
meetings with representatives from online platforms and rights holders to discuss the
availability of counterfeits on their platforms and to help co-ordinate law enforcement
action against sellers.

In September 2013, we launched a dedicated Police Intellectual Property Crime Unit
(PIPCU), run by the City of London Police. It is dedicated to tackling serious and
organised online piracy and counterfeiting (affecting digital and physical goods) and
protecting legitimate UK businesses. IPO provided funding of around £9 million over
the period 2013-2019.

B Coronavirus Local Authority Discretionary Grants Fund
Richard Fuller: [98927]

To ask the Secretary of State for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy, with reference
to the coronavirus local authority discretionary grants scheme, how many local authorities
added additional eligibility criteria to the scheme.

Paul Scully:

The Local Authority Discretionary Grants Fund (LADGF) announced on 1 May was
established to support certain small businesses not liable for business rates or rates
reliefs and therefore out of scope of the main Small Business Grants Fund (SBGF)
and Retail, Hospitality and Leisure Grants Fund (RHLGF) schemes. The department
asked local authorities to prioritise certain types of businesses through the LADGF,
but we also allowed them the discretion to add additional local eligibility criteria
according to local economic need. We do not receive management information from
local authorities on local scheme eligibility criteria over the lifetime of the LADGF.


http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2020-10-05/99090
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2020-09-10/98927
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Richard Fuller: [98928

To ask the Secretary of State for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy, with reference
to the coronavirus local authority discretionary grants scheme, whether his Department
has made an assessment of the effect of the introduction of additional criteria by local
authorities in addition to those criteria set by his Department.

Paul Scully:

The Local Authority Discretionary Grants Fund (LADGF) announced on 1 May has
supported many thousands of small businesses in England not liable for business
rates or rates reliefs and therefore out of scope of the main Small Business Grants
Fund (SBGF) and Retail, Hospitality and Leisure Grants Fund (RHGLF) schemes.
The Department asked local authorities to prioritise certain types of businesses
through the LADGF, but we also allowed them the discretion to add additional local
eligibility criteria according to local economic need. Local authorities naturally took
different approaches to this since they differ in scale and local requirements.

Department for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy: Private Finance Initiative
Alan Brown: [99028

To ask the Secretary of State for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy, what live PFI
contracts his Department has; and for each of those contracts (a) what service is
provided, (b) when the contract became live, (c) what the remaining term of the contract
is and (d) what the annual repayments are.

Nadhim Zahawi:
The Department does not have any Private Finance Initiative (PFI) contracts.

Hospitality Industry: Coronavirus
Rosie Cooper: [100914]

To ask the Secretary of State for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy, if he will
allocate additional financial support to businesses in the West Lancashire hospitality
sector affected by covid-19 restrictions.

Paul Scully:

The Local Restrictions Support Grant (LRSG) was announced on 9 September to
support businesses in England that are required to close during enhanced local
restrictions introduced in areas by Her Majesty’s Government to prevent the spread
of COVID-19.

On 9 October, my Rt. Hon. Friend Mr Chancellor of the Exchequer announced
changes to the grants within this scheme to provide further support to businesses
required to close due to local restrictions.

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/job-support-scheme-expanded-to-firms-
required-to-close-due-to-covid-restrictions

These grants will be issued for each two-week period that a business is closed
following the implementation of statutory localised restrictions and business closures.


http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2020-09-10/98928
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2020-10-05/99028
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2020-10-08/100914
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/job-support-scheme-expanded-to-firms-required-to-close-due-to-covid-restrictions
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/job-support-scheme-expanded-to-firms-required-to-close-due-to-covid-restrictions
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/job-support-scheme-expanded-to-firms-required-to-close-due-to-covid-restrictions
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The Government continues to monitor local restrictions and will work closely with any
Local Authorities that become eligible for this grant scheme.

B Local Restrictions Support Grant
Anneliese Dodds: [101057

To ask the Secretary of State for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy, which local
authorities have received or are in the process of receiving funding under the Local
Restrictions Support Grant scheme.

Paul Scully:

The Local Restrictions Support Grant (LRSG) announced on 9 September provides
support to businesses required to close as part of localised restrictions to control
Covid-19. On 9 October, government increased the cash grants to businesses
eligible under the LRSG to up to £3,000 per month for each hereditament required to
close as a result of restrictions. Grants will be issued for each two-week period that a
business is closed following the implementation of statutory localised restrictions and
business closures.

Business closures in Bolton triggered the LRSG on Wednesday 30 September. We
have worked closely with Bolton Metropolitan Borough Council to ensure they can
distribute grants to eligible businesses as quickly as possible and will adjust their
funding allocation so businesses are able to benefit from the increased grant amount
from the beginning of their closure period. We continue to monitor local restrictions
across the country and are ready to provide LRSG funding to other local authorities
as appropriate.

Anneliese Dodds: [101058

To ask the Secretary of State for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy, with reference
to the five per cent top-up for discretionary business support that can be received by local
authorities in receipt of funds under the Local Restrictions Support Grant scheme, on
what basis the five per cent is calculated; and at what stage local authorities are notified
of the size of the five per cent top-up.

Paul Scully:

The 5% discretionary element of the Local Restrictions Support Grant scheme is
designed to help those businesses that are required to close but are not on the
ratings list, as well as those affected by closures or indirectly forced to close due to
restrictions. This funding will only be available in areas that have triggered the main
Local Restrictions Support Grant scheme element.

The Government will work with the affected Local Authority to assess the number of
businesses in a Local Authority area in scope for the business rate element of the
scheme. This will enable a figure to be calculated for that part of the grant fund. An
additional 5% of this figure will be supplied to cover the discretionary element of the
fund. This will apply for each two-week qualifying period.


http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2020-10-08/101057
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2020-10-08/101058
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B Redundancy
Siobhain McDonagh: [98870

To ask the Secretary of State for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy, what the total
number of employees made redundant in each of the last 12 months is based on the HR1
forms that have been received by the Redundancy Payments Service.

Paul Scully:

Employers are required to file an HR1 Form with the Redundancy Payments Service
where they are proposing to dismiss 20 or more employees at a single establishment.
The Redundancy Payments Service is not notified where less than 20 dismissals may
be proposed.

The HR1 Form does not detail actual redundancies made, only the numbers of
dismissals proposed. The HR1 data includes proposed dismissals due to the
restructuring of a solvent/continuing business and proposed dismissals where the
employer is insolvent. A proposal does not necessarily result in all or any
redundancies occurring.

The Redundancy Payments Service is responsible for processing redundancy
payments where actual redundancies result from the insolvency of an employer or, in
a small number of cases, where a solvent employer cannot or will not pay the
statutory redundancy. The number of claims received by the Redundancy Payments
Service in respect of employees of insolvent employers (including a small number for
solvent employers), and total HR1 Forms received from all employers where there
are proposals to dismiss 20 or more employees at an establishment, over the last 12
months, are set out in the following table:

NUMBER OF INDIVIDUALS CLAIMING REDUNDANCY
PAYMENTS FROM THE REDUNDANCY PAYMENTS NUMBER OF HR1 FORMS

MONTH SERVICE RECEIVED FROM ALL EMPLOYERS
Sep 19 9,619 303
Oct 19 9,265 343
Nov 19 5,874 305
Dec 19 5,367 196
Jan 20 7,855 372
Feb 20 7,855 329
Mar 20 14,931 485
Apr 20 8,745 447
May 20 8,745 871


http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2020-10-05/98870
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NUMBER OF INDIVIDUALS CLAIMING REDUNDANCY

PAYMENTS FROM THE REDUNDANCY PAYMENTS NUMBER OF HR1 FORMS

MONTH SERVICE RECEIVED FROM ALL EMPLOYERS
Jun 20 12,045 1,888

Jul 20 9,551 1,784

Aug 20 11,894 966

B Sustainable Innovation Fund

Chi Onwurah:

[98966

To ask the Secretary of State for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy, pursuant to
the Answer of 2 October 2020 to Question 95073, how many of those applications that
were rejected as a result of the applicant entering an incorrect start date were from the
North East.

Amanda Solloway:
One of the twenty-seven applications rejected as a result of the applicant entering an
incorrect start date were from the North East.

Wind Power: Seas and Oceans
lan Mearns: [100956]

To ask the Secretary of State for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy, when he
plans to launch revised local content methodology for the offshore wind industry; and
whether that methodology will apply to supply chain contractors.

Kwasi Kwarteng:

The Offshore Wind Industry committed to updating its UK content methodology and a
longer-term move towards increased transparency as part of the Offshore Wind
Sector Deal. The industry has committed to reviewing the methodology and they will
publish this once agreed.

The methodology applies to every developer, who are obliged to seek UK content
data from their suppliers, using the same methodology, for all contracts above £10m.

CABINET OFFICE

B Cabinet Office: Private Finance Initiative

Alan Brown: [99027]

To ask the Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster and Minister for the Cabinet Office, what
live PFI contracts his Department has; and for each of those contracts (a) what service is
provided, (b) when the contract became live, (c) what the remaining term of the contract
is and (d) what the annual repayments are.


http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2020-10-05/98966
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2020-10-08/100956
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2020-10-05/99027
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Julia Lopez:
The Cabinet Office has no live PFI contracts.

B Coronavirus: West Yorkshire
Jon Trickett: [98876

To ask the Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster and Minister for the Cabinet Office,
pursuant to the Answer of 22 July 2020 to Question 74443 on Coronavirus: West
Yorkshire, what information the UK Statistics Authority holds on the number of people (a)
under 50 years old, (b) aged 51 to 65, (c) aged 66 to 75, (d) aged 76 and above by (i)
gender, (ii) ethnicity, (iii) socio-economic group and (iv) occupation who have (A) tested
positive for and (B) died as a result of covid-19 in (1) Hemsworth constituency, (2)
Wakefield Council area and (3) West Yorkshire Combined Authority area.

Jon Trickett: [98877

To ask the Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster and Minister for the Cabinet Office,
pursuant to the Answer of 22 July 2020 to Question 74442 on Coronavirus: Death, what
information the UK Statistics Authority holds on the number of people who have died as a
result of covid-19 in each socio-economic group.

Jon Trickett: [98878

To ask the Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster and Minister for the Cabinet Office,
pursuant to the Answer of 14 July 2020 to Question 70319 on Business: Closures, what
information the UK Statistics Authority holds on the number of businesses that have
ceased trading in Hemsworth constituency since March 2020.

Chloe Smith:
The information requested falls under the remit of the UK Statistics Authority. | have
therefore asked the Authority to respond.

Attachments:

1. UKSA response PQ98876 [PQ98876.pdf]
2. UKSA response PQ98877 [PQ98877.pdf]
3. UKSA response PQ98878 [PQ98878.pdf]

B UK Trade with EU
Sir Roger Gale: [100273]

To ask the Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster and Minister for the Cabinet Office,
when the Smart Freight system will be available for testing by road haulage drivers.

Rachel Reeves: [100973

To ask the Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster and Minister for the Cabinet Office, what
discussions he has had with SMEs on their requirements as the end of the transition
period approaches.


http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2020-10-05/98876
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2020-10-05/98877
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2020-10-05/98878
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2020-10-07/100273
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2020-10-08/100973
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Rachel Reeves: [100974]

To ask the Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster and Minister for the Cabinet Office, if he
will list the organisations he has had discussions with on preparations for the end of the
transition period.

Rachel Reeves: [100975]

To ask the Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster and Minister for the Cabinet Office,
when the Government plans to provide (a) businesses and (b) their employees who rely
on seasonal work with the information they require to prepare for the end of the transition
period.

Rachel Reeves: [100976

To ask the Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster and Minister for the Cabinet Office, what
steps his Department is taking to ensure that the Smart Freight system will be ready in
time for the end of the transition period.

Penny Mordaunt:
Further to the statement by my right honourable friend the Chancellor of the Duchy of
Lancaster on 23 September, details of external ministerial meetings are published on

gov.uk

Regarding the 'Check an HGV is ready to cross the border' service (formerly known
as 'Smart Freight"), | refer to the answer given to _PQ 92707.

It is vital businesses, including those who rely on seasonal work, and workers
prepare for the end of the Transition Period. That is why the Government has
launched a public information campaign to ensure those affected are ready for the
changes this will bring.The campaign uses a range of communication channels and
events to help employers understand and prepare. Guidance for businesses is
available on gov.uk/transition.

DEFENCE

B Armed Forces Covenant Fund Trust
Rachael Maskell: [99044]

To ask the Secretary of State for Defence, pursuant to the Answer of 22 September 2020
to Question 89778 on Armed Forces Covenant Fund Trust, how much of the £6 million
allocated to the Armed Forces Covenant Fund has been spent.

Johnny Mercer:

The COVID-19 Impact Fund for the Armed Forces Charity Sector was distributed by
the Armed Forces Covenant Fund Trust through grants to more than 100 charities in
August 2020. A full list of organisations who received support is available at the
following address:

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/extra-funding-for-service-charities-as-veterans-
support-is-stepped-up


http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2020-10-08/100974
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2020-10-08/100975
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2020-10-08/100976
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-09-21/92707
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-09-21/92707
http://gov.uk/transition
http://gov.uk/transition
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2020-10-05/99044
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The terms of the fund require organisations to have delivered the projects the grants
were made for by 31 October 2020.

B Armed Forces: Atlantic Ocean Islands
Imran Ahmad Khan: [99775

To ask the Secretary of State for Defence, how many personnel from each branch of the
armed forces are serving as part of the British Forces South Atlantic Islands.

James Heappey:

There are 958 military personnel serving as part of British Forces South Atlantic
Islands. This figure varies during the year due to individual posting plots and unit
moves.

The breakdown for each service is:

RAF 576
Army 343
Royal Navy 39

Total 958

B Armed Forces: Recruitment
Imran Ahmad Khan: [99774]

To ask the Secretary of State for Defence, how many armed forces recruits there were
from September 2015 to September 2020 by Parliamentary constituency.

James Heappey:

The attached spreadsheets contain information detailing intake to the untrained
Regular Armed Forces, by Parliamentary Constituency, 1 April 2015 to 31 March
2020. Information to cover the period April to September 2020 is not currently
available.

Attachments:

1. Untrained Regular Armed Forces [20201009 - PQ - Intake by Parli Constituency 2015-

16 to 2019-20.xIsx]

B Military Bases: Coronavirus
Imran Ahmad Khan: [99776

To ask the Secretary of State for Defence, whether his Department has plans in place to
impose lockdowns on UK military bases overseas in the event of a surge in covid-19
cases in those areas.


http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2020-10-06/99775
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2020-10-06/99774
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2020-10-06/99776
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James Heappey:

We continue to monitor the risk of COVID-19 outbreaks in our overseas bases and
host nations, and have plans in place to manage any outbreaks while prioritising the
safety and welfare of our people and maintaining key Defence outputs.

Imran Ahmad Khan: [99777]

To ask the Secretary of State for Defence, what plans his Department has to impose
lockdowns on UK military bases in the event of a surge in covid-19 cases in those areas.

James Heappey:

We continuously monitor the risk of COVID-19 outbreaks in our UK military
establishments and have plans in place to manage any outbreaks in line with any
local measures, while prioritising the safety and welfare of our people and
maintaining key Defence outputs.

B Remembrance Day: Safety
Stephen Morgan: [99721

To ask the Secretary of State for Defence, what discussions he has had with (a) local
authorities and (b) the Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and Local
Government on safety guidelines for Remembrance services.

Johnny Mercer:

The Ministry of Defence continues to work with local authorities and the Secretary of
State for Housing, Communities and Local Government on safety guidelines for
Remembrance services. Every effort will be made to ensure we pay our usual due
respect to the fallen and to our veterans.

DIGITAL, CULTURE, MEDIA AND SPORT

B ARM: Sales
Sarah Olney: [101045]

To ask the Secretary of State for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport, what assessment his
Department has made of the facilitation of an alternative deal that will see ARM become a
publicly traded company listed in the London Stock Exchange.

Sarah Olney: [101046]

To ask the Secretary of State for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport, what assessment he
has made of the potential merits of placing a legal obligation on Nvidia to keep ARM’s
headquarters in Cambridge if the planned sale of ARM to Nvidia goes ahead.

Caroline Dinenage:

The Government monitors acquisitions and mergers closely. When a takeover may
have a significant impact on the UK we will not hesitate to investigate further and take
appropriate action. We are examining this deal carefully to understand its impact on
the UK.
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B Commonwealth Games 2022
Liam Byrne: [98887

To ask the Secretary of State for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport, when he plans to
publish the Commonwealth Games 2022 legacy plan.

Nigel Huddleston:

The £778m investment in the Birmingham 2022 Games is a clear statement of
Government’s commitment to ensure the Games deliver deep and lasting benefits,
both for the West Midlands and for the whole of the UK. Working with our Games
partners, the Government is committed to publishing a legacy plan in early 2021.

B Culture: Finance
Paula Barker: [100555]

To ask the Secretary of State for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport, how the £1.57 billion
support package for the arts and culture sectors has been allocated.

Caroline Dinenage:

On 22nd August, the £3.36 million Emergency Grassroot Music Venues Fund was
shared among 136 venues across England who applied for support to survive the
imminent risk of collapse caused by the coronavirus pandemic.

The first independent cinemas to be funded by the BFI grants were also announced
on 2nd October. In total, 42 independent cinemas across England received a share of
£654,883 in funding to preserve the local cultural offer and rescue organisations at
risk of insolvency. As this is a rolling fund, more funding decisions regarding cinemas
will be announced over the coming weeks. Awards for cinemas can include £10k to
help with safety improvements and up to £200k available for business sustainability.

On Friday 9th October 445 heritage organisations were awarded £103 million from
the Culture Recovery Fund for Heritage. Grants of up to £1m will deliver a lifeline for
the heritage sector in England with further support to follow and larger grants for
capital projects awarded through the Heritage Stimulus Fund.

On Monday 12th October Arts Council England awarded £257 million to over 1,300
organisations which applied for less than £1 million. The funding goes to theatres,
galleries, performance groups, arts organisations, museums and local venues facing
the challenges of the coronavirus pandemic to ensure they have a sustainable future.

Further announcements of how the £1.57 billion Culture Recovery Fund will be
allocated will be made in the coming weeks.
B Events Industry and Hospitality Industry: Coronavirus
Matt Vickers: [97753

To ask the Secretary of State for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport, what support he is
providing to the (a) events, (b) hospitality and (c) nightlife industries which are unable to
open as a result of the covid-19 outbreak.
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Nigel Huddleston:

We are aware that the events, hospitality and nightlife industries have been severely
impacted by Covid-19. Businesses can continue to access the Government’'s UK
wide support package. This includes the Bounce Back Loans scheme, the Self-
Employed Income Support Scheme and the Coronavirus Job Retention Scheme.

As the Chancellor announced on 24 September, we are also offering affected
businesses generous terms for the repayment of deferred taxes and government-
backed loans, as well as extending the application window of the government-backed
loan schemes.

We continue to engage with stakeholders - including through the Visitor Economy
Working Group, the Events Industry Senior Leaders Advisory Panel, and meetings
with representatives of the night time economy - to monitor the situation facing
companies across the UK.

B Football: Coronavirus
Stephen Morgan: [98278

To ask the Secretary of State for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport, if he will make it his
policy to introduce restrictions on financial support for football club owners that have been
deemed to be profligate with their funds.

Nigel Huddleston:
Football clubs form the bedrock of local communities. It is vital they are protected.

We have worked closely with football throughout the pandemic including getting the
Premier League and English Football League back behind closed doors but we have
been clear that we expect the game - where it can at the top tiers - to support itself.
The Government will then focus our support on those in the sector most in need as a
result of the October 1 decision.

We are working through the details and will set that support in the coming days.

B  Football: South of England
Gareth Thomas: [98864]

To ask the Secretary of State for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport, what financial
assistance he is providing to clubs in the (a) Spartan South Midlands Football League
and (b) Southern Football League; if he will make a statement.

Nigel Huddleston:
Football clubs are the heart of local communities, they have unique social value and

many with a great history.

The Government has provided unprecedented support to businesses throughout this
period, including a comprehensive and sizable package of direct fiscal support for
business through tax reliefs, cash grants and employee wage support. Many football
clubs have benefited from these measures.
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The Football Foundation has also provided financial support to grassroots clubs
through its Matchday Support Fund, helping clubs to prepare for the resumption of
football, as well as the safe return of supporters to stadiums where permitted. This
investment follows the Foundation’s Pitch and Club Preparation Funds, which also
saw grants for local clubs.

Importantly, under government guidance these clubs are able to admit spectators,
whilst adhering to COVID-19 guidance, generating crucial revenue that is vital for
their survival.

B Greyhound Racing: Coronavirus
Andrew Rosindell: [98896

To ask the Secretary of State for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport, what steps his
Department is taking to support the greyhound racing sector during the covid-19
outbreak.

Nigel Huddleston:

Greyhound racing has been eligible to access the help announced by the Chancellor
on 17 March, including the business rates holiday for leisure industry businesses, the
Coronavirus Job Retention Scheme and the Coronavirus Business Interruption Loan
Scheme. It will also be eligible to access the Job Support Scheme which is due to
open on 1 November.

Officials continue to be in communication with the Greyhound Board of Great Britain
to understand the needs of the sector during this time.

B Sportsgrounds: Coronavirus
Dr Luke Evans: [R] [99133]

To ask the Secretary of State for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport, what recent
discussions hew has had with (a) public health officials and (b) the Rugby Union
authorities on the (a) timescale for and (b) safety of admission of spectators to sports
stadia during the covid-19 outbreak.

Nigel Huddleston:

DCMS Ministers and officials are in regular discussions with both public health
officials and rugby union authorities across a range of matters, including the
admission of spectators to sports stadia.

We recognise the news that stadia would not be reopening from 1 October was
disappointing to many fans and sports, particularly after all the work on test events
and preparations. However we have to take difficult decisions that give us the best
chance of containing the virus this winter. The safety and security of spectators and
players is of paramount importance.

The Government will also continue to work closely with the Sports Ground Safety
Authority (SGSA) and a whole range of sports to understand the latest thinking that
might allow spectators to return. This includes the creation of a new Sports
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Technology Innovation Group of sporting bodies and health experts to analyse new
technologies which might support this.

Ministers and officials will continue to engage directly with both the Rugby Football
Union and with Premiership Rugby as part of this process.

B Telecommunications
Chi Onwurah: [98965

To ask the Secretary of State for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport, pursuant to the
Answer of 1 September 2020 to Question 77608 on Telecommunications, whether a clear
and ambitious diversification strategy was published prior to 14 July 2020.

Matt Warman:

We will be publishing our targeted diversification strategy to rebalance the supply
chain in the autumn, alongside the introduction of the Telecoms Security Bill. We are
continuing to work at pace to develop this strategy to ensure our approach is best
fitted to achieve a sustainable and comprehensive rebalancing of our supply chain.

EDUCATION

B Education: Finance
Jon Trickett: [98883

To ask the Secretary of State for Education, what steps he is taking to tackle the
imbalance in education funding between the most deprived and least deprived areas of
the country.

Nick Gibb:
This Government is delivering the biggest funding boost for schools in a decade,
which will give every school more money for every child.

The Department has increased core school funding by £2.6 billion this financial year,
then £4.8 billion and £7.1 billion by 2021/22 and 2022/23 respectively, compared to
the financial year 2019/20, including additional funding for children with special
educational needs and disabilities. This investment has enabled us to increase
school funding by 5% in 2020/21 alone.

Areas with high proportions of students from a disadvantaged background will
continue to receive the highest levels of funding and the gap between disadvantaged
pupils and their peers has narrowed considerably in both primary and secondary
schools since 2011. Through the National Funding Formula, we provide a total of
£6.3 billion targeted at schools with higher numbers of pupils with additional needs,
including deprivation. On top of that the pupil premium, worth £2.4 billion this financial
year, provides additional support for disadvantaged pupils — those currently or
formerly claiming free school meals and currently or formerly looked after — to tackle
educational inequality.
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The Department has also announced a new £350 million National Tutoring
Programme for disadvantaged pupils, as part of the COVID-19 catch-up package.
This will increase access to high-quality tuition for disadvantaged and vulnerable
children and young people, helping to accelerate their academic progress and
tackling the attainment gap between them and their peers.

B Educational Institutions: Counselling
Jon Trickett: [98884]

To ask the Secretary of State for Education, what plans the Government has to introduce
a mandatory provision of counselling services in secondary schools and colleges across
England.

Vicky Ford:

It is important for schools and colleges to have the freedom to decide what support to
offer pupils based on their particular needs and to draw on an evidence base of
effective practice. This support can come from a number of sources, including
counselling.

The department has published guidance on how to put in place effective school-
based counselling, which schools can use to identify where further counselling
support is appropriate for their pupils. The guidance is available here:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/counselling-in-schools.

Our most recent survey of mental health provision in schools and colleges in 2016
and 2017 found that 61% of schools and colleges (56% of primary schools, 84% of
secondary schools and 93% of colleges) reported offering access to a counselling

service for their pupils.

The government is investing £8 million in the new Wellbeing for Education Return
Programme, which is funding expert advisers who will be able to train and support
schools and colleges in every area of England and can make links to available local
authority provision, including counselling.

To increase support further in the long term, we remain committed to our joint green
paper delivery programme with the Department of Health and Social Care and NHS
England, including introducing new mental health support teams linked to schools
and colleges, providing training for senior mental health leads in schools and
colleges, and testing approaches to faster access to NHS specialist support.

B Foster Care: Coronavirus

Mrs Emma Lewell-Buck: [100421

To ask the Secretary of State for Education, what steps he is taking to ensure that foster
carers that normally offer (a) respite care and (b) short breaks placements but are unable
to offer those services during the covid-19 outbreak are paid a retainer fee.
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Vicky Ford:

The department recognises that this is a very difficult time for foster families, who are
caring for some of our most vulnerable children and play a vital role in caring for
looked after children.

The government considers foster carers to be essential to the country’s response in
tackling the COVID-19 outbreak, and as such, foster carers have been prioritised for
access to COVID-19 testing where they are symptomatic. They are also able to
access personal protective equipment supplies, via their fostering service, where they
need them.

In some areas, fostering services have started to find ways to deliver respite to give
foster families a break via household bubbles. We recognise that the government’s
revised rules around social distancing and the experience of local lockdowns in some
areas of the country may mean that respite is not available for all foster families. We
would encourage respite carers to approach their agencies to see how they can be
most useful and for fostering services to draw upon the experience and skills of
respite carers when looking at how they can continue to best support children and
their foster families.

The department remains committed to taking the necessary action to ensure that
foster parents receive the respect and support that they need and deserve. We are
considering options to help those services to boost their recruitment and maintain
support for respite carers but have yet to publish plans. The role of foster parents is
invaluable, especially now, and we want to drive forward change to empower them to
care for our vulnerable children.

As both my right hon. Friends, the Prime Minister and Chancellor of the Exchequer,
have made clear, the government will do whatever it takes to support people affected
by COVID-19 outbreak.

Our latest guidance for fostering services is available here:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-for-
childrens-social-care-services/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-for-local-authorities-on-
childrens-social-care.

B Free School Meals
Robert Halfon: [100941

To ask the Secretary of State for Education, what steps he is taking to increase uptake of
free school meals.

Robert Halfon: [100942]

To ask the Secretary of State for Education, how many children eligible for free school
meals are not registered for the scheme in the UK.

Robert Halfon: [100943

To ask the Secretary of State for Education, how many children registered for free school
meals did not take up their entittlement in 2019-20.
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