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B Domestic Abuse: Criminal Proceedings
Dan Jarvis: [5428

To ask the Attorney General, what plans he has to increase the amount of time victims of
domestic violence are given with the Crown Prosecution Service before being called as a
witness at trial.

Michael Ellis:

The Crown Prosecution Service understands that attending court is often an
intimidating experience for all victims of crime, including victims of domestic abuse.
The Crown Prosecution Service is committed to treating all victims and witnesses at
court with respect and sensitivity. Victims of domestic abuse are encouraged to take
part in pre-trial familiarisation visits, which can help them understand what will
happen when they attend court. Additionally, the Speaking to Witnesses at Court
guidance commits the prosecutor to meet the victim before they give their evidence to
explain court processes and procedures and answer questions the victim may have.

BUSINESS, ENERGY AND INDUSTRIAL STRATEGY

B Business: Billing
Mr Toby Perkins: [3727]

To ask the Secretary of State for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy, what estimate
she has made of the number of businesses that went into administration as a result of the
cashflows of those businesses being affected by outstanding invoices in the latest period
for which such information is available.

Kelly Tolhurst:

The Insolvency Service publishes National Statistics on the total number of
companies entering administration each calendar quarter at www.gov.uk and details
of the circumstances leading to each administration must be provided by the
administrator in the form of documents filed with Companies House.

The Government is completely focused on fulfilling its manifesto commitment to
clamp down on late payments as part of its aim of making the UK the best place to
work and grow a business. This includes strengthening the powers of the Small
Business Commissioner to support small businesses that are exploited by their larger
partners, strengthening the Prompt Payment Code, taking a tougher compliance
approach with larger companies which includes greater transparency reporting
requirements, and reviewing the role supply chain finance plays in prompt payment.
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Mr Toby Perkins: [3728

To ask the Secretary of State for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy, what progress
has been made in tackling the late payment of invoices by businesses.

Kelly Tolhurst:

The government is completely focussed on fulfilling our manifesto commitment to
clamp down on late payment and strengthen the powers of the Small Business
Commissioner to support small businesses that are exploited by their larger partners.

Good progress is being made on the policies announced in our Government
Response to the 2018 Call for Evidence to assess what further steps and intervention
may be needed to create a responsible payment culture, where we will be:

o consulting on the merits of strengthening the Commissioner’s existing powers, to
assist and advocate for small businesses in the area of late payments;

o0 strengthening and reforming the Prompt Payment Code and moving its
administration to the Small Business Commissioner;

o taking a tough compliance approach to large companies who do not comply with
the Payment Practices Reporting Duty. We have sent over 2,000 ‘help and
enforcement’ letters to non-complaint companies and over 1,000 more unique
companies have since filed reports;

o reviewing role supply chain finance plays in prompt payment & greater
transparency in companies reporting supply chain finance.

In October we launched a Business Basics Fund competition of up to £1 million,
which will encourage SMEs to utilise payment technology and boost productivity in
SMEs by reducing the time taken to chase payments. Winners will be announced in
April.

In November, the Financial Reporting Council issued an open letter to company
report preparers recommending payment practices are reported in annual reports.

B Carbon Monoxide: Poisoning
Mr Barry Sheerman: [4303

To ask the Secretary of State for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy, if she will
include a policy on reducing the effect of carbon monoxide poisoning in the updated Fuel
Poverty Strategy for England; and if she will make a statement.

Kwasi Kwarteng:

The Government takes the risk of carbon monoxide poisoning in the home seriously
and is taking steps to raise awareness of and tackle these risks. A summary of
Government activities can be seen at www.hse.gov.uk/gas/domestic/cross-
government-group.htm.

Carbon monoxide poisoning can affect families at any income level. We are grateful
for the All Party Parliamentary Carbon Monoxide Group’s response to our
consultation on updating the fuel poverty strategy. We are currently considering all
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responses to the consultation and we will publish a Government response in due
course.

B Companies: Fees and Charges
Thangam Debbonaire: [3782

To ask the Secretary of State for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy, whether he
plans to bring forward regulations on the amount that companies can charge when their
services automatically renew; and if he will make a statement.

Kelly Tolhurst:
The Government is committed to tackling so-called subscriptions traps and other
business practices that harm consumers.

In response to specific complaints about these practices in telecoms, insurance, and
cash savings, regulators (Ofcom and the FCA) are taking action to ensure that
longstanding customers are not charged more. For example, Ofcom has agreed with
most major mobile and broadband providers to give discounts to customers that have
been paying high “out of contract” prices in mobile and broadband.

The Government will consult on stronger enforcement powers to ensure harmful
trading practices like these are tackled.

B Companies: Registration
Kerry McCarthy: [5361]

To ask the Secretary of State for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy, what her
timescale is for publishing the response to the Corporate transparency and register
reform consultation which closed on 5 May 2019.

Kelly Tolhurst:

The Corporate Transparency and Register Reform Consultation was launched on the
5th May 2019 and closed on the 5th August 2019. It received a significant number of
responses. | plan to publish a response shortly.

B Credit Cards: Fees and Charges

Paul Girvan: [4476

To ask the Secretary of State for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy, what
information her Department holds on the number of instances that businesses have been
(a) warned and (b) fined for charging fees for the use of credit or debit cards since
January 2018.

Kelly Tolhurst:
No such information is held by the Department.
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B Delivery Services
Paul Girvan: [4475

To ask the Secretary of State for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy, if she will
make an assessment of the potential effect of banning the geographical restriction by
sellers on deliveries to parts of the UK.

Kelly Tolhurst:

The Government is clear that information about costs and restrictions must be
transparent at the point of purchase, and this is set out in legislation. Enforcement
bodies such as the Competition and Markets Authority and the Advertising Standards
Authority take action where retailers fail to comply.

The aim of Government in relation to postal services is to secure a sustainable,
efficient and affordable universal postal service in the UK. It is a matter for retailers
and any private delivery partners they use to determine whether it is within their
commercial interests to deliver to a particular location. Parties must be able to cover
their costs in delivering to consumers which may be higher or prohibitive in some
areas due to varying factors including volume.

B Department for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy: Climate Change
Darren Jones: [R] [4442]

To ask the Secretary of State for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy, what
assessment she has made of the effect of climate change on the work of her Department;
and what steps she is taking in response to that effect.

Kwasi Kwarteng:

Leading the world in tackling climate change to deliver a stronger, greener United
Kingdom is my key priority for the Department. We are committed to delivering our
world-leading target to achieve net zero greenhouse gas emissions and end the UK’s
contribution to global warming by 2050, while maximising the economic opportunities
of this transition — creating new business opportunities and up to 2 million green jobs
by 2030.

Between 1990 and 2017, the UK has reduced emissions by more than 40% while
growing our economy by over two thirds — decarbonising our economy faster than
any other G20 country. Meeting our net zero target will require us to build on this
progress by transforming our economy, including our homes, transport, industries,
how we generate and use energy, and how we use our land.

Throughout 2020 we will set out further plans to ensure the UK is on track to meet
our ambitious targets, building on the strong framework we have established in the
Clean Growth Strategy, including an Energy White Paper and a policy roadmap for
heat in buildings. We are also preparing to host the crucial 2020 UN climate
negotiations, COP26, in Glasgow in November. We will use COP26 to push for
ambitious action from all countries to deliver the 2015 Paris Agreement, and
showcase the UK’s climate leadership.
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HM Government is making good progress towards the Greening Government
Commitment to reduce emissions from the central government estate by 43%
between 2009/10 and 2019/20, having exceeded the original target of 32% three
years early. Since 2009/10, the Department reduced its greenhouse gas emissions
by 57%. This equates to a 36,448 tCO , e reduction.

B Department for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy: Families
Steve Double: [4377

To ask the Secretary of State for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy, whether her
Department has a single individual who is responsible for leading her Department's
application of the Family Test.

Kelly Tolhurst:

Each department has a Family Test lead who is part of our Family Test Network. This
Network is the central forum through which we have sought input and comments on
the support departments need to help with Family Test implementation.

This includes Network members feeding into improvements to the existing guidance
for officials in all departments on Family Test implementation.

B Electric Vehicles: Manufacturing Industries
Paul Girvan: [4472

To ask the Secretary of State for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy, what
assessment she has made of the potential economic effect of the development of
gigafactories.

Nadhim Zahawi:

This Government recognises the economic benefits that securing a UK gigafactory
could bring and made this a manifesto commitment. That is why last autumn we
announced up to £1 billion of additional funding to develop UK electric vehicle supply
chains, and for further electric vehicles research and development.

This builds on the £274 million Government has already invested in the Faraday
Battery Challenge through the Industrial Strategy Challenge Fund. Faraday is a
cutting-edge programme, helping businesses in the UK to lead the world in the
design, development, and manufacture of batteries for electric vehicles. The UK
Battery Industrialisation Centre is on course to open for business in spring 2020 with
the first industry-led projects to scale-up battery technology fully underway by the
summer.

The Faraday Institution commissioned a study which showed that by 2040, an
estimated eight gigafactories (of 15GWh per year capacity) will be needed in the UK
and consequently employment in the automotive industry and battery supply chain
could increase to 246,000 jobs.
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B Employment: Pregnancy
Gareth Thomas: [4292

To ask the Secretary of State for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy, what steps
she is taking to end maternity discrimination; and if she will make a statement.

Kelly Tolhurst:
The Government recognises the importance of tackling pregnancy and maternity
discrimination.

That is why we committed in our Manifesto to reform the law so that women returning
from maternity leave receive additional protection from redundancy.

We will extend the redundancy protection period for six months once a new mother
has returned to work and provide similar protections for those parents taking adoption
leave and shared parental leave.

B  Energy: Libya
Jonathan Edwards: [5386

To ask the Secretary of State for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy, whether her
Department has had any discussions with representatives from the Libyan National Army
on energy policy.

Kwasi Kwarteng:

The UK regards the Government of National Accord as the UN-endorsed government
in Libya. There have been no discussions between members of the Department for
Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy, and representatives of the Libyan National
Army on energy policy.

B Environment Protection
Christian Matheson: [3775

To ask the Secretary of State for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy, what
assessment he has made of the effect of the loss of research funding from the EU
emissions trading system on the UK's green technology sector after the UK leaves the
EU.

Kwasi Kwarteng:

The EU Emissions Trading System (EU ETS) does not provide research funding. The
terms of the Withdrawal Agreement mean that the UK will continue to participate in
EU Programmes financed by the 2014-2020 Multiannual Financial Framework until

their closure.
The UK is the first major economy to legislate for net zero emissions by 2050. The

Government’s Clean Growth Strategy sets out how we want to make sure that the UK
continues to reap the benefits from the transition to a low carbon economy.

The Government is investing over £3 billion to support low carbon innovation in the
UK between 2015 and 2021, to ensure that the UK continues to grasp the economic
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opportunities of the global shift to a low carbon future, and have committed to raise
total research and development investment to 2.4% of GDP by 2027.

This is already benefiting clean growth innovation — for example the £505 million
BEIS Energy Innovation Programme, which aims to accelerate the commercialisation
of innovative clean energy technologies and processes.

Fireworks: Climate Change
Mr Stephen Morgan: [3873

To ask the Secretary of State for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy, what
assessment she has made of the effect of fireworks used in public displays on levels of
climate change.

Kwasi Kwarteng:

The UK Greenhouse Gas Inventory publishes an annual assessment of greenhouse
gas emissions by source and removals. Fireworks are listed under the Waste
Incineration sector (5C) according to Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
Common Reporting Format sector classifications.

Greenhouse gas emissions from fireworks used in public displays are not included in
the UK Greenhouse Gas Inventory as they have been judged not to be a significant
source of greenhouse gases in the UK. It is estimated that 10-20 thousand tonnes of
fireworks are typically used in the UK each year. Even assuming the fireworks are
entirely made of carbon and entirely oxidised, the greenhouse gas emissions from
this level of activity would be less than 100kt CO ; e (carbon dioxide equivalents).
This is below the threshold of significance for including a source of greenhouse gas
emissions in the inventory. The threshold was set by the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change as being both less than 500kt CO , e and 0.05% of
the total national greenhouse gas emissions (which is 236kt CO ; e for the UK).

Fireworks: Environment Protection
Mr Stephen Morgan: [3874]

To ask the Secretary of State for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy, if she will
bring forward legislative proposals to reduce the effect on the environment of fireworks
used in public displays.

Mr Stephen Morgan: [3875

To ask the Secretary of State for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy, what
assessment the Government has made of the potential merits of bringing forward
legislative proposals to limit the noise level of fireworks to 90 dB for the welfare of
animals.

Kelly Tolhurst:

The Government understands concerns about the potential impact caused by
fireworks on individuals, animals and the environment. This is why the Office for
Product Safety and Standards (OPSS) is developing a fact-based evidence base on
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the key issues that have been raised around fireworks. This includes looking at data
on noise and disturbance, anti-social behaviour, non-compliance, environmental
impact, and the impact on humans and animals. This will build a full picture of the
data around fireworks in order to identify whether further action is appropriate.

B Horizon Europe
Darren Jones: [4460

To ask the Secretary of State for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy, if the
Government will take steps to secure associate membership of Horizon Europe at the
same time as the Multi-Annual Financial Framework is agreed, prior to the end of the
transition period.

Chris Skidmore:

We will continue to collaborate with the EU on scientific research and we have been
clear that, where it is in the UK’s interests, we will seek to participate in some specific
EU Programmes.

The shape and content of the next EU Multi-Annual Financial Framework
Programmes for 2021-2027, including Horizon Europe, are currently being negotiated
in the EU Institutions and have not yet been finalised. Horizon Europe must be
adopted by the EU before any potential formal negotiations on association could
begin.

The UK has played a constructive role in the development of Horizon Europe to
ensure that it aligns with UK priorities and we look forward to continuing our
relationship in research and innovation with our European partners.

B Justice for Subpostmasters Alliance: Payments
Mr Kevan Jones: [4311

To ask the Secretary of State for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy, if she will
publish the payment request of 3 January 2020 to her Department from the Justice for
Subpostmasters Alliance.

Kelly Tolhurst:

| refer the hon. Member to the answer | gave him on 20th January 2020 to Question
3683: the letter is being considered and a response will be provided in due course. In
the meantime, is not appropriate for Government to publish the payment request.

B Minimum Wage

Stewart Malcolm McDonald: [5461

To ask the Secretary of State for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy, when her
Department plans to publish the outcomes of the review of the National Minimum Wage
Naming Scheme announced in June 2019.
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Stewart Malcolm McDonald: [5462

To ask the Secretary of State for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy, when her
Department plans to publish its next list of employers for National Minimum Wage
breaches under the National Minimum Wage Naming Scheme.

Kelly Tolhurst:

The Government is committed to ensuring that everyone entitled to the National
Living Wage (NLW) and National Minimum Wage (NMW) receives it. This is why we
have more than doubled the compliance and enforcement budget for the NMW and
NLW to £27.4 million for 2019/20, up from £13.2 million in 2015/16.

I have reviewed the National Minimum Wage Naming scheme and the Department
will shortly publish the outcome of that review. This will detail the changes we are
making to the scheme to ensure its continued effectiveness as a deterrent to non-
compliance. Following this, we will resume the naming of employers who breach
NMW legislation.

B Ministry of Defence: Iron and Steel
Jessica Morden: [5366

To ask the Secretary of State for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy, what
proportion of steel procured by her Department was produced in the UK, in each of the
last five years.

Nadhim Zahawi:

BEIS does not procure any steel directly, however, we are working hard to make sure
that UK producers of steel have the best possible chance of competing for and
winning contracts across all Government procurement. All Government departments
and arms-length bodies are required to consider socio-economic and environmental
factors when procuring steel. We also publish a Steel Pipeline, signalling upcoming
steel requirements for national infrastructure projects.

BEIS collates data, including origin where known, for arms-length bodies undertaking
infrastructure projects with significant steel content, including UKRI and the NDA as
well as Offshore Wind builds and Hinkley Point C. This information is published
annually on gov.uk at the following link:

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/steel-public-procurement

The data was first published in January 2019, with the next iteration due to be
published shortly.

B New Businesses

Rachael Maskell: [4407]

To ask the Secretary of State for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy, how many
small and medium-sized enterprise start-ups there were in (a) York, (b) Yorkshire and the
Humber and (c) England in each year since 2010.
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Rachael Maskell: [4409

To ask the Secretary of State for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy, what financial
support her Department has provided to small and medium-sized enterprises in (a) the
City of York local authority and (b) Yorkshire and the Humber in each year since 2010-11.

Kelly Tolhurst:

The below table lists the number of start-ups according to ONS Business
Demography UK data (the most recent of which is for 2018). Please note, this data
refers to the number of VAT/PAYE registrations, and is available at the following
links:

https://www.ons.gov.uk/file?uri=/businessindustryandtrade/business/activitysizeandlo
cation/datasets/businessdemographyreferencetable/current/previous/v2/businessdem
ographyexceltables2015.xls

https://www.ons.gov.uk/businessindustryandtrade/business/activitysizeandlocation/da
tasets/businessdemographyreferencetable

Number of start-ups

YORKSHIRE AND THE

YEAR YORK UA HUMBER ENGLAND
2010 665 16,630 207,520
2011 655 17,235 232,460
2012 720 17,990 239,975
2013 945 23,120 308,565
2014 880 23,465 312,920
2015 830 25,140 344,065
2016 870 26,775 373,580
2017 775 22,600 339,345
2018 850 23,405 340,045

We want to make the UK the best place to work and grow a business. The
Government-owned British Business Bank’s programmes are supporting more than
£7.0bn of finance to over 91,000 SMEs, the majority outside London and the South
East. The BBB in collaboration with ten Local Enterprise Partnerships, combined
authorities and growth hubs manages the £400m Northern Powerhouse Investment
Fund (NPIF). By September 2019, NPIF had invested £135m in over 500 ambitious
SMEs across the Northern Powerhouse region, in deals that have attracted an
additional £123m of investment from the private sector. This support seeks to
address the disparity in the availability of finance across the UK and was further
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bolstered last autumn, with the launch of the £100m Business Angel investment
programme designed to support clusters of business angels outside London. The
BBB also established a UK-wide network of relationship managers to help tackle
regional imbalances in access to finance.

The number of loans made by the BBB'’s Start Up Loans programme in York local
authority and Yorkshire & Humber is as follows:

Start-Up Loans:

FY YORK LA YORKSHIRE & HUMBER
2012-13 3 loans - £22,000 160 loans - over £726,000
2013-14 26 loans - £139,000 1,083 loans - over £5.5m
2014-15 24 loans — over £167,000 965 loans — over £5.1m
2015-16 26 loans — over £215,000 765 loans - over £5.8m
2016-17 25 loans - £244,000 762 loans — over £8m
2017-18 32 loans — over £448,000 774 loans — over £10.2m
2018-19 26 loans — over £264,000 783 loans — over £7.8m

2019- 31 December 2019) 17 loans — over £154,000 583 loans — over £6.3m

The local York, North Yorkshire and East Riding and Leeds City Region Growth Hubs
provide a free, impartial, ‘single point of contact’ to help businesses in these areas
identify and access the right support for them at the right time no matter their size or
sector.

SMEs across Yorkshire and Humber are also benefiting from over £1.3 billion
investment over the years 2015-2021 through Yorkshire and Humber LEP Growth
Deals. This includes over £145m through the York, North Yorkshire and East Riding
LEP Growth Deal and £695m through the Leeds City Region LEP Growth Deal.

B Public Houses: West Midlands
Mr Andrew Mitchell: [4310

To ask the Secretary of State for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy, what steps

her

Department is taking to prevent pub closures in the West Midlands.

Kelly Tolhurst:

The Government recognises the importance of pubs to the economy and to
community life in providing a place to socialise and encourage responsible drinking
and welcomes recent data from the Office of National Statistics that suggest an
increase in the number of pubs and bars in the UK for the first time in a decade. In
order to provide support for pubs, the Government announced a freeze on beer duty
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at Budget 2018 which, together with previous cuts and freezes to alcohol duty, means
a typical pint of beer is estimated to cost 14p less than it otherwise would have since
ending the beer duty escalator in 2013.

Some 2,000 pubs have been listed as Assets of Community Value across the country
in recognition of the positive role they play in their local areas and to allow the
community to bid for those pubs should they be put up for sale. The Government has
committed to help community groups to take over local community assets which are
under threat, including pubs, by establishing a new £150m Community Ownership
Fund.

In addition, many pubs will benefit from the business rates retail discount announced
at Budget 2018, which cuts bills for eligible businesses by one third for two years
from April 2019. The Government has committed to increasing the discount to 50% in
2020/21.

B Renewable Energy
Wera Hobhouse: [5496

To ask the Secretary of State for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy, what steps
she is taking to deliver the recommendation from the Committee on Climate Change that
large-scale solar PV and onshore wind should have a Government-backed route to
market.

Kwasi Kwarteng:

Latest figures indicate we now have more than 27GW of combined onshore wind and
solar PV capacity installed in the UK, enough to power over 13 million UK homes. A
number of renewable energy projects, including onshore wind and solar PV projects,
are now deploying without subsidy in the UK and we expect others may follow.

No decisions have been taken on future Contracts for Difference (CfD) allocation
rounds for established technologies such as onshore wind and solar PV. We keep the
CfD scheme under review and will announce the scope of future allocation rounds in
due course.

B Solar Power
Steve Double: [4374]

To ask the Secretary of State for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy, what plans
she has to encourage greater uptake of rooftop solar PV.

Kwasi Kwarteng:

Low carbon electricity, including solar — whether at the household level or the national
level — is central to the transition to the smart and flexible energy systems of the
future.

Since 2010, we have quadrupled the electricity we generate from renewables —
installing 99% of the UK's solar capacity and over 800,000 installations — exceeding
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our historic projections on solar PV deployment. We now have over 13.3GW of solar
capacity installed in the UK, which is enough to power over 3 million UK homes.

The Smart Export Guarantee (SEG), which came into force on 1 January 2020, gives
small scale low-carbon electricity generators, such as homes with solar panels, the
right to be paid for the renewable electricity they export to the grid. Renewable
generators now have a several competitive SEG tariffs to choose from, in some
cases even higher than the FIT export tariff.

Permitted development rights have been introduced allowing the installation of solar
panels up to 1 megawatt on domestic properties, schools, businesses and farm
buildings without any need for planning permission.

Alan Brown: [4401]

To ask the Secretary of State for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy, what estimate
he has made of the quantity of ground mount solar PV used in (a) 2015, (b) 20186, (c)
2017, (d) 2018 and (e) 2019.

Kwasi Kwarteng:
The figures for (a) and (d) are published at:
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/solar-photovoltaics-deployment.

The ground-mounted solar PV is broken down into FiTs (standalone), RO (ground
mounted and CfD (ground mounted) in Table 2.

(e) Figures for solar deployment up to November 2019 are published by the
Department at the link in part (a) — (d).

These figures include data from BEIS’s major power producers surve, the Renewable
Energy Planning Database (REPD) and the Microgeneration Certification Scheme
database (MCS).

Kevin Hollinrake: [4413

To ask the Secretary of State for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy, what steps
she is taking to support the deployment of rooftop solar PV; and if she will make a
statement.

Kwasi Kwarteng:

Low carbon electricity, including solar — whether at the household level or the national
level — is central to the transition to the smart and flexible energy systems of the
future.

Since 2010, we have quadrupled the electricity we generate from renewables —
installing 99% of the UK’s solar capacity and over 800,000 installations — exceeding
our historic projections on solar PV deployment. We now have over 13.3GW of solar
capacity installed in the UK, which is enough to power over 3 million UK homes.

The Smart Export Guarantee, which came into force on 1 January 2020, gives small
scale low-carbon electricity generators, such as homes with solar panels, the right to
be paid for the renewable electricity they export to the grid. Renewable generators
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now have a several competitive tariffs to choose from, in some cases even higher
than the FIT export tariff.

Permitted development rights have been introduced allowing the installation of solar
panels up to 1 megawatt on domestic properties, schools, businesses and farm
buildings without any need for planning permission.

B Solar Power: Costs
Alan Brown: [4398

To ask the Secretary of State for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy, what has
been the cost reduction in (a) rooftop solar PV and (b) ground-mount PV since 2010.

Kwasi Kwarteng:
The Department has publishes two sets of estimates of the cost of solar PV over
time:

1) Outturn statistics on the cost of installations below 50kW capacity in each financial
year since April 2013. These statistics are based on installations that are registered
on the Microgeneration Certification Scheme (MCS), and do not differentiate between
rooftop and ground-mounted PV although the majority relates to rooftop. These are
available at: https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/solar-pv-cost-data.

2) Projections of current and future installation costs across a number of capacity
sizes, from 2010 onwards. These are based on reports commissioned by the
Department, and are available at: https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/energy-
generation-cost-projections.

B Solar Power: Housing
Alan Brown: [4396

To ask the Secretary of State for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy, what estimate
he has made of the quantity of domestic rooftop solar PV installed in (a) 2015, (b) 2016,
(c) 2017, (d) 2018 and (e) 2019.

Kwasi Kwarteng:

(a) - (d) The generating capacity and number of domestic solar PV installations for
2015, 2016, 2017 and 2018 is published by the department at:
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistical-data-sets/monthly-central-feed-in-tariff-
reqgister-statistics. This data is based on the Central FiTs Register (CFR) of
installations accredited on the Feed in Tariff scheme.

(e) Figures for solar deployment up to November 2019 are published by the
department at: https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/solar-photovoltaics-

deployment

These figures are based on BEIS’s major power producers survey, the Renewable
Energy Planning Database (REPD) and the Microgeneration Certification Scheme
database (MCS).
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B Solar Power: Innovation
Kevin Hollinrake: [4414]

To ask the Secretary of State for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy, what steps
the Government is taking to encourage (a) innovation and (b) product development in the
UK solar PV industry.

Kwasi Kwarteng:

UK Research and Innovation (UKRI) provides grant funding to innovative businesses
in many different ways, including Innovate UK's SMART grants, which deliver
ambitious R&D innovations that can make a significant impact on the UK economy.

Through the Clean Growth Strategy, BEIS has committed £900 million of public funds
to innovation, which includes £177 million to further reduce the cost of renewables.

We are also investing over £3 billion to support low carbon innovation in the UK up to
2021, to ensure that the UK continues to reap the benefits from the transition to a low
carbon economy.

CABINET OFFICE

B Cabinet Office: Climate Change
Darren Jones: [R] [4459]

To ask the Minister for the Cabinet Office, what assessment he has made of the effect of
climate change on the work of his Department; and what steps he is taking in response to
that effect.

Jeremy Quin:

The UK is a world leader in cutting emissions while growing the economy, and has
set an ambitious net zero target which will require transformation across the
economy.

Tackling climate change is a priority for the whole of government, which is why the
Prime Minister has set up the Cabinet Committee on Climate Change. This
committee will hold departments to account for their actions to combat climate
change and oversee the UK'’s preparations to host the COP26 summit.

The Government is leading from the front, and delivering on the Greening
Government Commitments. Cabinet Office monitors and reports performance against
these Commitments through the annual publication of the State of the Estate Report.
The Report describes the size and cost, efficiency of use and sustainability of
property for central government buildings.

B Cabinet Office: Families
Steve Double: [4376]

To ask the Minister for the Cabinet Office, whether his Department has a single individual
who is responsible for leading on his Department's application of the Family Test.
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Jeremy Quin:

Each department has a Family Test lead who is part of DWP's Family Test Network.
This Network is the central forum through which DWP have sought input and
comments on the support departments need to help with Family Test implementation.
This includes Network members feeding into improvements to the existing guidance
for officials in all departments on Family Test implementation.

B Ministerial Responsibility

Kevin Brennan: [6342

To ask the Minister for the Cabinet Office, if he will publish an updated list of Ministerial
responsibilities.

Jeremy Quin:
Details of Ministerial responsibilities can be found on GOV.UK
(https://www.gov.uk/government/ministers).

The List of Ministerial Responsibilities was last updated in October 2019.

B Polling Stations: Schools
Stephen McPartland: [5413

To ask the Minister for the Cabinet Office, what estimate he has made of the number of
schools that closed for polling the 2019 general election in (a) Hertfordshire, (b)
Stevenage, (c¢) England and (d) throughout the UK; and if he will make a statement.

Chloe Smith:

The Government does not hold information centrally on the number of primary
schools that are used as polling stations. It is the responsibility of the relevant
Returning Officer to choose venues for polling stations.

For the 2019 General Election, the Government offered to reimburse the additional
cost of using alternative venues where schools or other community spaces ordinarily
used as polling places were already booked for other planned events on the day of
the poll in order to avoid disrupting activities in the run up to the festive season. The
Minister for the Cabinet Office provided such reassurance in the following letter to
Returning Officers:

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/letter-to-returning-officers

B Universal Credit: Vulnerable Adults
Marsha De Cordova: [4483

To ask the Minister for the Cabinet Office, which voluntary organisations were consulted
as part of the Prime Minister's Implementation Unit’s research on the effect of universal
credit on vulnerable claimants.


http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2020-01-20/5342
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2020-01-20/5413
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/letter-to-returning-officers
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/letter-to-returning-officers
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2020-01-16/4483

22 Daily Report Thursday, 23 January 2020 ANSWERS

Marsha De Cordova: [4484]

To ask the Minister for the Cabinet Office, when the Prime Minister's Implementation Unit
plans to complete its research into the effect of universal credit on vulnerable claimants.

Oliver Dowden:

Research by the Prime Minister's Implementation Unit is conducted in partnership
with Departments to provide advice and recommendations as part of ongoing policy
development.

Research by the Prime Minister's Implementation Unit relies on the voluntary supply
of information from third parties, which is provided on the basis that details of
individuals and organisations will not be disclosed.

DEFENCE

Army: Young People
Liz Saville Roberts: [5487]

To ask the Secretary of State for Defence, with reference to the Answer of 7 October
2019 to Question 293678 on the Junior Entry Review, if he will place in the Library a copy
of the Junior Entry Review Market Research final report, dated April 2018, referenced in
the Junior Entry Review.

Anne-Marie Trevelyan:

A copy of the Junior Entry Review Market Research final report will be placed in the
Library of the House shortly. It is currently being reviewed for commercial and
personal data sensitivities.

Dockyards: Asbestos
Sir Alan Campbell: [5341]

To ask the Secretary of State for Defence, how many compensation claims for asbestos-
related disease from employees or former employees who were employed as Electrical
Overseers and who allege their exposure occurred at a shipyard in the UK between 1965
and 1989 have been settled by his Department.

Johnny Mercer:
The information requested relating to employees or former employees who were
employed as electrical overseers is not held as claimant trades are not recorded.

Early Warning Systems

Mr Stephen Morgan: [5522]

To ask the Secretary of State for Defence, recent assessment he has made of the effect
of potential delays to the Crowsnest radar system on the ability of Carrier Strike to
operate (a) safely and (b) effectively.
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James Heappey:

The Department's approach to capability delivery places safety foremost, through
strict compliance to policy, regulation and certification requirements. There are
regular updates on the progress of the CROWSNEST programme. The schedule
provides an incremental build-up of CROWSNEST to support Initial Operating
Capability for Carrier Strike in December 2020 and the inaugural Carrier Strike Group
deployment in 2021.

Mr Stephen Morgan: [6523

To ask the Secretary of State for Defence, what steps his Department is taking to ensure
the timely completion of the (a) Carrier Strike project and (b) Crowsnest radar function.

James Heappey:

The Ministry of Defence continues to work closely with its contractors to manage
programme performance and the remaining schedule of activity for Carrier Strike and
CROWSNEST. Initial operating capability for Carrier Strike remains on track for
December 2020 and all components of the programme, including F-35 and
CROWSNEST, are due to deploy on the inaugural Carrier Strike Group deployment
in 2021.

B Firing Ranges: Colchester
Mr Kevan Jones: [5355

To ask the Secretary of State for Defence, what estimate he has made of the cost of
expanding the capability of the military firing range at Fingringhoe, Colchester Garrison to
accommodate the training requirements to be transferred there from the firing range at
Middlewick, Colchester as a result of the closure of that training facility; and if he will
make a statement.

James Heappey:

The expansion of the military firing range capability at Fingringhoe Ranges,
Colchester Garrison will sustain the same range capability that is currently provided
by both Fingringhoe and Middlewick. All work at Fingringhoe will be completed prior
to the closure of Middlewick.

I am withholding the information in relation to the cost of the development as any
disclosure would prejudice commercial interests.
B Household Cavalry: Armoured Fighting Vehicles
Mr Kevan Jones: [5354]

To ask the Secretary of State for Defence, for what reason his Department did not meet
the planned date for delivering Ajax armoured vehicles to the Household Cavalry; and
whether that delay will affect plans for the vehicle to be operational by the mid-2020s.

James Heappey:
Due to the complex nature of integrating the very latest technology into the Army's
first fully digital armoured fighting vehicle, the delivery of Ajax armoured vehicles to
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the Household Cavalry did not begin on the date we had planned. Delivery will begin
shortly and we do not expect our plans for the vehicle to be operational by the mid-
2020s to be affected by this.

B Libya: Peacekeeping Operations
Jonathan Edwards: [5390

To ask the Secretary of State for Defence, whether the Government has received a
request for the UK to join a peacekeeping force in Libya.

Anne-Marie Trevelyan:

The UK and other participants of the Berlin Conference issued a declaration calling
upon the United Nations to facilitate ceasefire negotiations between the parties in the
conflict, including through the immediate establishment of technical committees to
monitor and verify the implementation of the ceasefire. The UK has received no
formal request to join a peacekeeping force in Libya.

B Military Aircraft: Wales
Liz Saville Roberts: [5488

To ask the Secretary of State for Defence, how many incidents of (a) irresponsible and
(b) reckless flying have been reported (a) on the Machynlleth Loop and (b) in Wales in
each of the last five years; and what steps he is taking to ensure that pilots behave
appropriately and responsibly.

Anne-Marie Trevelyan:
The information is not held in the format requested.

The Defence Flying Complaints Investigations Team (DFCIT) is charged with
investigating instances of military low flying complaints reported by members of the
public. The table below gives the number of investigations undertaken for the whole
of Wales and the number of occasions that were identified as a breach of flying
regulations.

YEAR 2017 2018 2019

Number of 10 12 4
Investigations

Number of Breaches 0 1 0

All RAF pilots receive extensive training to ensure they operate in accordance with
the appropriate low flying regulations and this training is re-emphasised throughout
their careers. These stringent regulations are in place in order to protect the public,
our aircrew and aircraft. All aspects of flight safety are kept under continuous review.
Aircrew are not permitted to carry out manoeuvres beyond their proven capabilities,
or those of the aircraft. All our pilots are constantly assessed to ensure that high
standards of professionalism are maintained.
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B Ministry of Defence: Advertising
Dr Matthew Offord: [4723

To ask the Secretary of State for Defence, what the cost to the public purse is of his
Department's advertising for High Flying Entertainment on Channel 4's (a) Film 4 (b) E4
and (c) More 4 television channels.

Anne-Marie Trevelyan:
The cost of a 12 month sponsorship of Channel 4 / E4 High Flying Entertainment
programming was £594,332.34 excluding VAT.

B Nuclear Power Stations: Costs
Mr Kevan Jones: [6353

To ask the Secretary of State for Defence, with reference to page 27 of the report entitled
Managing infrastructure projects on nuclear-regulated sites, published by the NAO on 10
January 2020, what the £339m cost attributed to other factors comprised.

James Heappey:

The £339 million cost referred to in the National Audit Office report relate to Project
MENSA, the new-build warhead assembly/disassembly facility at the Atomic
Weapons Establishment's Burghfield site. The additional costs include changes to
project management and resourcing, design approvals, construction changes,
equipment installation, facility commissioning and Ministry of Defence held
contingency.

B Rosyth Dockyard: Asbestos
Sir Alan Campbell: [5340

To ask the Secretary of State for Defence, how many claims for asbestos-related
diseases his Department has settled with apprentice electricians and electricians or
former apprentice electricians and electricians alleging exposure to dust who were
employed at the Rosyth shipyard at any time between 1942 and 1954.

Johnny Mercer:

The information requested relating to apprentice electricians and electricians or
former apprentice electricians and electricians is not held as claimant trades are not
recorded.

B Unmanned Air Vehicles
Mr Kevan Jones: [5344]

To ask the Secretary of State for Defence, with reference to the Answer of 25 February
2019 to Question 223964, Unmanned Air Vehicles, whether similar mechanical issues
have been reported on other Reaper drones.

James Heappey:
There have been no similar mechanical issues. Following initial investigation of the
incident involving Reaper ZZ201 in October 2015, the Ministry of Defence modified
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the undercarriage on the rest of the fleet to minimise the likelihood of a reoccurrence
of this type of mechanical issue.

B Veterans: Northern Ireland
Gavin Robinson: [5448

To ask the Secretary of State for Defence, with reference to the document entitled New
Decade, New Approach, published on January 2020, what recent discussions he has had
with the Secretary of State for Northern Ireland on creation of a Veterans Commissioner
for Northern Ireland.

Johnny Mercer:

We have regular discussions about areas of mutual interest with colleagues across
Government, including the Secretary of State for Northern Ireland. The UK
Government's commitment in the 'New Decade, New Approach' (NDNA) Agreement
to create a Northern Ireland Veterans' Commissioner is an important one. It builds on
the UK Government's establishment in 2019 of the Office for Veterans' Affairs to
provide lifelong support to ex-military personnel. Officials in Defence, the Office for
Veterans Affairs, and the Northern Ireland Office are engaging to ensure effective
implementation of the UK Government's commitments relating to veterans within the
NDNA, and both |, and the Secretary of State for Northern Ireland, will be monitoring
the progress of that work closely.

DIGITAL, CULTURE, MEDIA AND SPORT

B Cannabis: Medical Treatments
Sir Mike Penning: [4317]

To ask the Secretary of State for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport, whether a foundation
providing financial support towards private medical cannabis prescriptions for patients
where clinically appropriate would be eligible for charitable status; and if she will make a
statement.

Helen Whately:

In England and Wales, an organisation is a charity if it meets a number of legal tests;
namely that it is established for exclusively charitable purposes for the public benefit
and that it falls within the jurisdiction of the High Court regarding charities. Supporting
the cost of medical treatment has long been recognised as capable of being a
charitable purpose where the benefit and safety of the treatment can be
demonstrated

The Charity Commission, as the independent charity regulator in England and Wales,
is responsible for determining whether or not an institution is a charity and for
registering those that are and which meet the legal threshold for registration

The Commission robustly assesses each application on its merits against these tests,
based on the information provided in the application.
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B Football
Catherine West: [5493

To ask the Minister of State, Department for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport, what steps
he is taking to enable a fan-led review into football club ownership and management.

Nigel Adams:

Football clubs are the heart of local communities, they have unigue social value and
many with a great history. It is vital they are protected and fans should have their
voices heard.

We have committed to a fan led review of football governance, which will include
consideration of the Owners’ and Directors’ test. | recently met with the EFL to
discuss the progress of their own review into club governance and we will take this
into account as we decide the scope and structure of a government review.

B Football: Sportsgrounds
Catherine West: [5492

To ask the Minister of State, Department for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport, if her
Department will undertake a trial of safe standing areas in football stadia in England for
the next football season.

Nigel Adams:

We are working with the football authorities and supporters’ groups to deliver the
government’s commitment to move towards introducing areas of standing in football
stadia currently subject to the all-seater policy. | will be setting out the government’s
next steps once | have considered the findings of the independent research
commissioned by the Sports Grounds Safety Authority into the management of
standing at football, the associated safety risks, and how these can be mitigated.

B Listed Events
Kevin Brennan: [6343

To ask the Minister of State, Department for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport, if she will
add the Six Nations rugby union championship to the category A list of events not
permitted to be broadcast solely on paid television services.

Nigel Adams:

Events on Group B of the list, including the Six Nations, can have live coverage on
subscription television provided that secondary coverage is offered to the eligible
free-to-air broadcasters.

The Government is clear that the existing list works well with the inclusion of the
Paralympic Games and women’s equivalents of men’s events currently on the list, on
which the Government is consulting, and strikes the right balance between retaining
free-to-air sports events for the public, and allowing rights holders to negotiate
agreements in the best interests of their sport. The Government therefore has no
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intention of undertaking a review of the list, or of moving the Six Nations from the
category B list to the category A list.

Television: Licensing
Mr Barry Sheerman: [5336

To ask the Minister of State, Department for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport, if he will
hold discussions with representatives of the BBC on reinstating the TV licence
concession for the over-75s.

Nigel Adams:
The Secretary of State has met with the Chairman of the BBC Board and the
Director-General of the BBC and asked them to do more to help those affected by its

decision

The Government is disappointed with the BBC's decision to restrict the over 75
licence fee concession to only those aged over 75 and in receipt of Pension Credit.
We recognise the value of free TV licences for over-75s and believe that they should
be funded by the BBC.

EDUCATION

Children: Protection
Preet Kaur Gill: [5497]

To ask the Secretary of State for Education, what recent assessment his Department has
made of the effectiveness of contextual safeguarding.

Michelle Donelan:

Through the children’s social care Innovation Programme, the Department for
Education is funding the London Borough of Hackney up to £2 million to test
“contextual safeguarding theory”. This approach creates a system in which
practitioners can appropriately assess and intervene when risk of harm comes from
beyond an adolescent’s family. The project is being externally evaluated and we
expect the final report in March 2020.

Mr Tanmanjeet Singh Dhesi: [5517]

To ask the Secretary of State for Education, what recent assessment he has made with
the Secretary of State for Work and Pensions of the effect of the roll-out of universal
credit on the number of children on child protection plans.

Michelle Donelan:

The department has not made any assessment on the effect of the roll-out of
universal credit on the number of children on child protection plans. However, my
right hon. Friend, the Secretary of State for Education and the department regularly
meet with other government ministers and their departments to discuss their policies,
including the impact of changes to the welfare system and children’s social care. The
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department recognises the importance of a cross-government approach to tackling
social issues.

B Children: Social Services
Preet Kaur Gill: [5498

To ask the Secretary of State for Education, what plans he has to introduce a new
funding round for the Children’s Social Care Innovation Programme.

Michelle Donelan:

Since 2014, we have invested £200 million in the Children’s Social Care Innovation
Programme to give local authorities and children’s social care organisations the
permission, funding and support to test ways of doing things differently and to
improve outcomes for vulnerable children.

We are committed to supporting innovation and want to make sure we use funding
available in 2020-21 to learn from the current projects showing most promise. We are
looking at how we can best spread learning to other areas, including considering the
evaluations of projects which report in the coming months. We are in discussions with
projects and hope to announce next steps shortly.

B Learning Records Service
Catherine West: [5494]

To ask the Secretary of State for Education, what assessment he has made of the
potential effect on the privacy of young people of the Learning Records Service's
provision of access to their data by gambling firms.

Chris Skidmore:

The recent use of the Learning Records Service (LRS) by a data broker was
unauthorised and not sanctioned by the department. There was no data released
about individual learners, only a confirmation or denial that a record existed.

Learning Record Service is designed to help learning providers verify their potential
student’s previous educational achievements and their eligibility for additional
funding.

Education Providers who wish to use the service must register with the UK Register
of Learning Providers (UKRLP). Once they are registered with UKRLP, Education
Providers fill out an LRS registration form where their UKRLP data is verified, and
sign the LRS provider agreement that states their data protection and security
responsibilities.

We have temporarily disabled the service whilst our investigations are ongoing.
Layla Moran: [5525

To ask the Secretary of State for Education, when his Department plans to conclude its
investigation into the reasons why an unauthorised third party was given access to data
held by the Learning Records Service.


http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2020-01-20/5498
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2020-01-20/5494
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2020-01-20/5525

30 Daily Report Thursday, 23 January 2020 ANSWERS

Layla Moran: [6526

To ask the Secretary of State for Education, if he will publish the conclusions of his
Department’s investigation into the reasons why an unauthorised third party was given
access to data held by the Learning Records Service.

Chris Skidmore:

The recent use of the Learning Records Service by a data broker was unauthorised
and not sanctioned by the department. There was no data released about individual
learners, only a confirmation or denial that a record existed.

The department is conducting thorough and urgent investigations into this which will
conclude shortly.

In addition to internal investigations, the department is working with the Information
Commissioner’s Office to provide information on the events around this unsanctioned
and unauthorised use of the Learning Records Service data by a third party.

B Pre-school Education: Finance
Mr Tanmanjeet Singh Dhesi: [5514]

To ask the Secretary of State for Education, what recent assessment he has made of the
adequacy of the level of funding for maintained nursery schools.

Nick Gibb:

The Department recognises that Maintained Nursery Schools (MNS) are an important
part of the early years sector and provide valuable services to disadvantaged
children.

Last October we announced increases in hourly funding rates paid to local authorities
for the early education entitlements for 2020-21.

In 2020-21, all local authorities will see an increase of 8p an hour to the hourly
funding rates for the 2-year-old entitlement and an increase of 8p an hour for the vast
majority of areas for the 3- and 4-year-old entitlement.

In addition to the hourly funding rates above, the Department invests approximately
£60 million in ‘maintained nursery school supplementary funding’ each financial year,
to allow local authorities to preserve MNS funding levels and last October we
announced that this additional funding will continue at its current level for the whole of
the 2020-21 financial year.

Details of funding paid to local authorities can be found here:

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/early-years-funding-2020-2021.

The Department remains committed to funding for MNS in the longer term. Any
reform to the way they are funded in the future will be accompanied by appropriate
funding protections. The Department plans to spend more than £3.6 billion on early
education in 2020-21.
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B Primary Education: Free School Meals
Mr Tanmanjeet Singh Dhesi: [6515

To ask the Secretary of State for Education, whether he plans to introduce free school
meals for all primary schoolchildren.

Michelle Donelan:

This government is committed to ensuring that children are well nourished and
develop healthy eating habits that stay with them for the rest of their lives. Healthy
eating not only supports children’s health but also has an important contribution to
make in ensuring children are able to concentrate and learn in schools, and therefore
achieve their potential in life.

Under the benefits-based criteria, around 1.3 million of the most disadvantaged
children are eligible for and claiming free school meals. Benefits-related free meals
were extended to disadvantaged further education students in September 2014. A
further 1.4 million infants receive a free nutritious meal under the Universal Infant
Free School Meals scheme.

We do not currently have plans to extend free school meals to all primary pupils. We
believe in prioritising the policy so it is focused on children that are most in need. We
will review the eligibility criteria for free school meals at the end of the roll-out of
Universal Credit. We have increased access to free meals through the introduction of
Universal Infant Free School Meals and Further Education Free Meals. Our amended
free school meal criteria, introduced in April 2018 mean we expect maore pupils to
benefit from benefits-related free school meals in 2022, compared to the legacy
system.

B Schools: Restraint Techniques
Mike Kane: [5446

To ask the Secretary of State for Education, how many children were subjected to the
use of physical restraint in schools in each of the academic years (a) 2017-18, (b) 2016-
17 and (c) 2015-16.

Mike Kane: [5447]

To ask the Secretary of State for Education, if the Government will bring forward
legislative proposals to amend the Apprenticeships, Skills, Children and Learning Act
2009 to introduce man