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ANSWERS 

 ATTORNEY GENERAL 

 Offences against Children: Prosecutions 

Henry Smith:         [131664] 

To ask the Attorney General, what steps the CPS is taking to strengthen (a) cross-agency 

and (b) international joint working in child abuse cases. 

Robert Buckland: 

The use of technology means that there are more cases of child abuse that have an 

international element. Recent successful prosecutions in this field have seen early 

engagement between the CPS and the police, followed by close collaboration with 

our overseas prosecutors and international organisations, particularly the National 

Crime Agency. 

Cases of online abuse have highlighted the importance of using expert evidence to 

demonstrate the true impact on victims, which then has a direct impact on sentence. 

 BUSINESS, ENERGY AND INDUSTRIAL STRATEGY 

 Workers (Definition and Rights) Bill 

Chris Stephens:         [133092] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy, when (a) he 

and (b) a Minister of his Department plans to meet the hon. Member for Glasgow South 

West to discuss the Workers (Definitions and Rights) Bill. 

Andrew Griffiths: 

On 8 March my Private Office contacted the hon Member offering a meeting to 

discuss his Bill. They are still awaiting a response. 

As he will be aware, Government has launched four consultations in response to the 

Taylor review and intends to engage with as many stakeholders and interested 

parties as possible in order to inform our next steps. This includes a consultation that 

discusses issues around employment status and the worker status. I encourage him 

to feed in and respond. 

 CABINET OFFICE 

 Cabinet Office: Apprentices 

Mrs Emma Lewell-Buck:         [130987] 

To ask the Minister for the Cabinet Office, what estimate he has made of the proportion of 

staff currently employed by his Department who are apprentices. 
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Oliver Dowden: 

As set out in the Civil Service apprenticeship strategy, the Civil Service has pledged 

to achieve 30,000 apprenticeship starts in England by 2020, annually delivering 2.3% 

of our workforce in England as apprenticeship starts. 

Public sector organisations with 250 or more staff in England have an 

apprenticeships target of 2.3% of their headcount between April 2017 and March 

2021. The target is for new apprenticeship starts, which includes new hires and 

existing staff that begin an apprenticeship.. The Civil Service is subject to the target 

and is treated as one organisation for this purpose. The target is assessed as an 

average over four years between April 2017 and March 2021, and is set annually by 

taking 2.3 per cent of headcount in England the day before the financial year begins. 

 Cabinet Office: Beverage Containers 

Catherine West:         [122962] 

To ask the Minister for the Cabinet Office, what estimate has been made of the number of 

hot drink cups that are (a) used each year and (b) sent for recycling by his Department. 

Catherine West:         [123153] 

To ask the Minister for the Cabinet Office, what estimate has been made by his 

Department of the number of single use disposable cups that are (a) used and (b) sent 

for recycling each year. 

Oliver Dowden: 

Information about the number of disposable cups used each year is not held 

centrally. 

 Cabinet Office: Buildings 

Jon Trickett:         [132086] 

To ask the Minister for the Cabinet Office, what proportion of his Department's estate is 

(a) rented, (b) owned and (c) occupied through any other type of agreement. 

Oliver Dowden: 

Of the total floor space occupied by the Cabinet Office 6% is currently rented, 52% is 

owned and 42% is occupied through other types of agreement (mainly Memorandum 

of Terms of Occupation, Licences or sub-leases with other government departments). 

 Cabinet Office: Former Members 

Luke Pollard:         [123850] 

To ask the Minister for the Cabinet Office, how many former Conservative Members of 

Parliament who were defeated at the 2017 general election and who now work in his 

Department were appointed after a publicly advertised and open recruitment process. 
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Oliver Dowden: 

Special advisers are appointed in accordance with the rules on the appointment of 

Special Advisers set out in the Constitutional Reform and Governance Act 2010, and 

in line with the Ministerial Code and the Special Adviser Code of Conduct. 

A named list of all special advisers was published in December, as per the Written 

Ministerial Statement of 14 December 2017, Official Report, HCWS352. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/special-adviser-data-releases-numbers-

and-costs-december-2017 

 Cabinet Office: Welsh Language 

Hywel Williams:         [128592] 

To ask the Minister for the Cabinet Office, what translation arrangements his Department 

has put in place to enable efficient and accurate handling of Welsh language 

correspondence from (a) MPs and (b) the general public. 

Oliver Dowden: 

The Cabinet Office has worked with the Welsh Language Commissioner to develop 

its scheme. 

Under the principle of equality the Cabinet Office will write in Welsh to an individual, 

group or organisation which we know works mainly in Welsh, or which has already 

notified us that it prefers to receive letters in Welsh. It will also respond in Welsh 

following a face-to face meeting or telephone call conducted in Welsh where follow-

up correspondence is required (unless they have indicated they would prefer a 

response in English). 

 Cabinet Office: Written Questions 

Afzal Khan:         [131488] 

To ask the Minister for the Cabinet Office, when he plans to answer Question 127351, 

Question 127353, and Question 127354, tabled on 7 February 2018 by the hon. Member 

for Manchester Gorton. 

Oliver Dowden: 

I refer the Hon. Member to the answers to PQ127351 and PQ127354 given on 14th 

March 2018 and the answer to PQ127353 given on 21st March. 

 Civil Servants: Equality 

Afzal Khan:         [127353] 

To ask the Minister for the Cabinet Office, with reference to the Civil Service Workforce 

Plan 2016-2020 how many meetings the diversity champion held with race equality 

groups in on the setting of key targets for inclusivity on grounds of race. 

Oliver Dowden: 

Since publication of the Civil Service Workforce Plan 2016-2020 the Civil Service 

Permanent Secretary Race Champion, Richard Heaton, has met regularly with 
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internal race equality groups including staff networks and departmental race 

champions. He has also met or spoken with external race equality experts, including 

the Civil Service Diversity Advisor Karen Blackett and external search consultants to 

discuss the priority areas for the Civil Service. The Civil Service Diversity and 

Inclusion Strategy was published in October 2017 which sets out our plans to 

continue to increase the representation of ethnic minority staff at all levels across the 

Civil Service. 

 Elections 

Cat Smith:         [132588] 

To ask the Minister for the Cabinet Office, what steps his Department is taking to simplify 

electoral law. 

Chloe Smith: 

We are working with the Law Commissions on how best to implement the 

recommendations of their review of electoral law. 

We have agreed with the Law Commissions and key electoral stakeholders possible 

means of effecting reform through the drafting of secondary legislation. Work is 

underway on this by the Law Commissions, who will be supported by Cabinet Office 

and the Electoral Commission. 

 Electoral Register: Students 

Cat Smith:         [132572] 

To ask the Minister for the Cabinet Office, what steps he is taking with the Department for 

Education to implement the student electoral registration provision of the Higher 

Education and Research Act 2017. 

Chloe Smith: 

The Cabinet Office and Department for Education worked together on the public 

consultation that led to the issuing of Ministerial Guidance to the Office for Students 

(OfS) on electoral registration. The guidance is available at: 

https://www.officeforstudents.org.uk/media/1019/facilitating-electoral-registration-

guidance.pdf 

The OfS is now in the process of drafting guidance to HE providers which will be 

made available later this year. 

 Government Departments: ICT 

Rushanara Ali:         [127545] 

To ask the Minister for the Cabinet Office, what the cost to the public purse is of the 

delayed completion by more than three months of Government IT projects since 2010. 
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Rushanara Ali:         [127546] 

To ask the Minister for the Cabinet Office, what the additional cost to the public purse 

was of delays of more than three months in the completion of Government IT projects in 

each Department since 2010. 

Oliver Dowden: 

I refer my Hon. Friend to the answer given to PQ127332 on 26th February. 

 Government Departments: Procurement 

Jon Trickett:         [128032] 

To ask the Minister for the Cabinet Office, what steps his Department takes to assess 

compliance with the supplier code of conduct. 

Oliver Dowden: 

Suppliers should be open and transparent with government in relation to breaches or 

suspected breaches of this Supplier Code of Conduct and should promptly notify 

government of any such breach. If non-compliance with the requirements of this code 

is reported or alleged, the first step is for government to discuss it with the supplier. If 

that does not result in a return to compliance, or in cases where the breach is 

sufficiently grave, government will look towards the eight principles of Corporate 

Renewal, as outlined in the National Audit Office report published in September 2014 

on “Transforming government’s contract management” to rectify the breach. 

Jon Trickett:         [128353] 

To ask the Minister for the Cabinet Office, with reference to paragraph 10 of the 

procurement policy note, Publication of payment performance statistics published by the 

Crown Commercial Service in March 2015, how many Mystery Shopper spot checks 

have been undertaken, when those spot checks took place, and which bodies were 

subject to those spot checks. 

Oliver Dowden: 

The Mystery Shopper Service undertook 65 spot checks between 2016 and 2017 

looking at a range of procurement issues. The public sector bodies involved in these 

were central government departments, wider public sector bodies (including councils, 

NHS Trusts and Housing Associations) and the Crown Commercial Service itself 

(CCS frameworks). Currently, Mystery Shopper is following up on cases where 

significant recommendations to procurement practice have been made. 

 Government Departments: Smart Devices 

Jon Trickett:         [128348] 

To ask the Minister for the Cabinet Office, whether he has estimated the number of 

devices in Government buildings that are connected to the Internet of Things. 

Oliver Dowden: 

This information is not held centrally. 
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 Government Departments: Statistics 

Jon Trickett:         [132491] 

To ask the Minister for the Cabinet Office, what steps he is taking to ensure the 

production of statistics to a common, harmonised standard after the UK exits the 

European Union. 

Chloe Smith: 

The information requested falls within the responsibility of the UK Statistics Authority. 

I have asked the Authority to reply. 

Attachments: 

1. UKSA Response [PQ132491.pdf] 

 One Public Estate Programme 

Jon Trickett:         [128312] 

To ask the Minister for the Cabinet Office, what estimate his Department has made of the 

number of new jobs created by the One Public Estate Programme in each year since 

2013. 

Oliver Dowden: 

To date, the One Public Estate programme has supported the creation of at least 

5,740 jobs. A yearly breakdown is shown below. 

FINANCIAL YEAR JOBS CREATED 

2013/14 0 

2014/15 137 

2015/16 328 

2016/17 5,217 

2017/18 (to date) 58 

Total 5,740 

 

Benefits reported by One Public Estate partnerships must also be accompanied by 

evidence. In addition to those which have been verified, partnerships have reported 

further job creation. As such, yearly totals can be expected to rise. 

Jon Trickett:         [132180] 

To ask the Minister for the Cabinet Office, pursuant to the Answer of 28 February 2018 to 

Question 128314 on One Public Estate Programme, what progress the Government has 

made on recruiting more experts; and to which specialisms the Government is recruiting. 
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Oliver Dowden: 

The One Public Estate (OPE) programme is establishing a Pool of Experts to support 

local OPE partnerships to deliver property-based projects. At present, 26 experts 

have been accepted into the Pool, across 4 specialisms, as set out below; 

SPECIALISM EXPERTS 

Masterplanning 2 

Feasibility and Options Appraisals 2 

Surveying (Building) (Chartered) (Quantity) 12 (9) (3) (0) 

Project Management 10 

Total (to date) 26 

 

The programme’s selection process is still underway and a further 13 individuals are 

currently going through the application process. 

 Returning Officers 

Cat Smith:         [132625] 

To ask the Minister for the Cabinet Office, whether his Department plans to review the 

appointment of Regional Returning Officers. 

Chloe Smith: 

In each of the 12 electoral regions used for the purposes of European Parliamentary 

elections in the United Kingdom and Gibraltar there is a Regional Returning Officer 

who is responsible for the overall conduct of the election of MEPs in their electoral 

region. Once the UK has left the European Union, we will no longer take part in 

European Parliamentary elections. We intend to repeal the legislation governing 

European Parliamentary elections and therefore the role of Regional Returning 

Officer for these polls will no longer exist. 

 Urban Areas: Royal Charters 

Sir David Amess:         [132441] 

To ask the Minister for the Cabinet Office, what the criteria are for a town to gain city 

status. 

Chloe Smith: 

City status is a rare distinction conferred by the Queen acting on the advice of 

ministers. When a competition for city status is held, criteria are not specified as the 

qualities which towns possess are extremely varied and every application is judged 

on its merits. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2018-03-14/132625
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2018-03-13/132441


 DEFENCE 

 Ministry of Defence: Assets 

Peter Dowd:         [133020] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Defence, how much money his Department has raised 

from the sale of (a) assets, (b) land and (c) buildings in each year since 2010. 

Mr Tobias Ellwood: 

Income raised by the Department from the sale of surplus assets, buildings and land 

since 2010 is as follows: 

FINANCIAL YEAR ASSETS £ (MILLION) LAND AND BUILDINGS £ (MILLION) 

2010-2011 33 50 

2011-2012 231 86 

2012-2013 40 119 

2013-2014 45 123 

2014-2015 30 117 

2015-2016 49 392 

2016-2017 71 156 

 

Proceeds from the sale of surplus land and buildings are not reported separately. 

 Ministry of Defence: Buildings 

Jon Trickett:         [132214] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Defence, what proportion of his Department's estate is 

(a) rented, (b) owned and (c) occupied through any other type of agreement. 

Mr Tobias Ellwood: 

The amount of the Department's estate that is rented, owned or occupied through 

any other type of agreement is shown below: 

Rented - 19,549 hectares (ha) 

Owned - 209,806 ha 

Occupied through any other type of agreement - 578,349 ha 

 Ministry of Defence: Cleaning Services 

Catherine West:         [132861] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Defence, what information he holds on the rate of 

remuneration for cleaners in his Department. 
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Mr Tobias Ellwood: 

I refer the hon. Member to the answer given to her in response to Question 28601 on 

1 March 2016. 

Attachments: 

1. 28601 - WQnA extract on MOD Cleaning Services 

[20160301_28601_WQnA_extract_MOD_Cleaning_Services.docx] 

 Porton Down: Chemical Weapons 

Nia Griffith:         [133015] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Defence, with reference to Hard as well as soft power: 

the case for modern defence, published by his Department on 15 March 2018, whether 

the £48 million funding that he announced for a new chemical weapons defence centre is 

in addition to the £115 million allocated to project Helios. 

Nia Griffith:         [133016] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Defence, whether the new chemical weapons defence 

centre at Porton Down will be separate from the new Defence Science and Technology 

Laboratory facilities being built there. 

Nia Griffith:         [133019] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Defence, with reference to page, 88, section 21, 

Defence Science and Technology Laboratory Annual Report and Accounts 2016-2017, 

when he expects the final £48.3 million for Project Helios to be approved. 

Nia Griffith:         [133021] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Defence, with reference to his speech, Hard as well as 

soft power: the case for modern defence, made on 15 March 2018, whether he has plans 

to review Project Helios as a result of the development of a new Chemical Weapons 

Defence Centre. 

Guto Bebb: 

The £48 million funding is in addition to the funding of Project Helios. The Chemical 

Weapons Defence Centre (CWDC) has been designed to be built as an adjacent 

linked building as part of the final construction of Helios. This was done to gain 

maximum efficiency of construction costs and reduce overall running costs. The final 

phase of Project Helios has already been approved by the Ministry of Defence 

(MOD). The CWDC and the final build under Project Helios have been subject to 

review within the MOD, the Cabinet Office and HM Treasury prior to their approval. 

 Yemen: Military Intervention 

Lloyd Russell-Moyle:         [125356] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Defence, how many allegations of violations of 

International Human Law in Yemen by the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia his Department has 

received in each of the last 12 months; and what steps his Department has taken to 

investigate those allegations. 
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Mark Lancaster: 

As at 21 March 2018, the number of alleged instances of breaches or violations of 

International Humanitarian Law (IHL) in Yemen listed on the "Tracker" database 

maintained by the Ministry of Defence (MOD) is 350. Of these, 14 are duplicate 

entries, which means that some incidents will have been recorded on more than one 

occasion, likely because of the incomplete nature of Non-Governmental Organisation 

and media reporting upon which the MOD relies to update the "Tracker". Aggregating 

this information would be misleading without the addition of sensitive contextual 

information, which I am withholding as its disclosure would, or would be likely to, 

prejudice relations between the United Kingdom and other States. 

The MOD does not investigate allegations of Saudi-led coalition IHL violations. The 

Saudi-led Coalition is best placed to do this, and does so through its Joint Incident 

Assessment Team. MOD analysis of alleged IHL violations is used to form an overall 

view on Saudi Arabia's approach and attitude to IHL. 

 DIGITAL, CULTURE, MEDIA AND SPORT 

 Broadband: Essex 

Mrs Kemi Badenoch:         [132177] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport, what the timetable is 

for completing the phase 4 roll-out of the Superfast Essex scheme; and what steps will be 

taken to support people in target areas who fail to receive the intended higher levels of 

broadband connectivity. 

Margot James: 

Superfast Essex is one of the first BDUK projects to undertake a Phase 4 and has an 

ambition to ensure that at least 99% of premises in Essex have access to superfast 

broadband by the end of 2021. 

Superfast Essex’s Phase 4 is a two-part procurement with Phase 4a currently at the 

evaluation stage. Phase 4b of the procurement is planned for launch in the summer. 

Deployment plans are not yet set and will be published by Superfast Essex once 

Phase 4 has been contracted and mobilised. Plans for the remaining ‘unconnected’ 

areas will be shaped once Phase 4 contracts are awarded and the size of the 

remaining gap is known. 

As confirmed in our announcement in December 2017 we are pushing ahead with our 

plans for a Universal Service Obligation (USO) so that, by 2020, everyone across the 

UK will have a clear, enforceable right to 10 Megabit per second broadband. 
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 Cultural Heritage 

Tom Watson:         [133061] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport, what the proportion of 

gross value added is which has been generated by the heritage sector in each region of 

England in each of the last five years. 

Michael Ellis: 

The figures in the table below show the proportion (%) of regional gross value added 

(GVA) generated by the Heritage Sector across each region in England in the last 

five years, based on DCMS economic estimates, and without adjusting for inflation. 

It is however recognised that our published estimates are likely to be an 

underestimate for the Heritage sector due to a narrow definition of the sector. We are 

working with Historic England to address this matter. 

GVA for DCMS sectors can be found at 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/684142

/Regional_GVA_2016_SubSector_tables.xlsx 

PROPORTION OF REGIONAL GVA GENERATED BY THE HERITAGE 

SECTOR ACROSS EACH REGION OF ENGLAND OVER THE LAST 

FIVE YEARS 

Year 
North 

East 

North 

West 

Yorkshire 

and The 

Humber 

East 

Midlands 

West 

Midlands 
East London 

South 

East 

South 

West 

2012 0.1 0.05 0.05 0.06 0.07 0.03 0.03 0.14 0.07 

2013 0.09 0.02 0.03 0.02 0.06 0.02 0.02 0.12 0.05 

2014 0.11 0.02 0.04 0.04 0.06 0.04 0.02 0.13 0.07 

2015 0.16 0.02 0.03 0.04 0.01 0.05 0.02 0.16 0.07 

2016 0.13 0.02 0.02 0.04 0.01 0.04 0.02 0.17 0.07 

 Football 

Sir David Crausby:         [132354] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport, what information his 

Department holds on the amount of money invested by the Premier League in grassroots 

football in each year since 2013-14. 

Sir David Crausby:         [132355] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport, what information his 

Department holds on how the Premier League has distributed its funding for grassroots 

football projects since the start of the 2016-17 football season. 
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Sir David Crausby:         [132357] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport, what meetings he or 

Ministers of his Department have had with (a) the Premier League and (b) the FA on the 

issue of grassroots football in the last twelve months. 

Tracey Crouch: 

Between 2013-2016, The Premier League invested £183 million in total into 

community school sport, delivering participation programmes and creating new public 

sports facilities. 

In 2016, DCMS agreed that grassroots football will benefit from at least £100 million a 

year on investment from the Premier League – double the previous commitment. This 

runs to 2019 and is set out in “Sporting Future” the Government’s strategy for sport. 

The £100m a season currently goes to a range of activities, including investment in 

facilities, school sport, projects that encourage sports participation and tackle social 

health and wellbeing issues, that support disability and girls football, diversity and 

anti-racism programmes, player welfare and to organisations that give a voice to 

fans. 

Further information on all Premier League grassroots activities can be found in their 

published annual report ‘available at www.premierleague.com/this-is-pl/the-

communities 

DCMS Ministers continue to meet with the EPL and FA on a regular basis to discuss 

a variety of matters, including to ensure that the grassroots benefits from a healthy 

proportion of the broadcast rights revenue generated by the Premier League and any 

commercial surplus made by the FA. 

 Tennis: Public Participation 

Lyn Brown:         [133050] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport, what recent 

discussions he has had with representatives of the Lawn Tennis Association on the 

accessibility of lawn tennis to people with (a) different socioeconomic backgrounds and 

(b) the protected characteristics listed in section 4 of the Equality Act 2010. 

Tracey Crouch: 

Everyone, regardless of their age, background and level of ability, should feel able to 

get involved in sport and physical activity. The government and Sport England 

strategies, Sporting Future’ and ‘Towards an Active Nation’, place a clear emphasis 

on targeting those who are hardest to reach and less likely to be active, including 

those from lower socio-economic groups and those with protected characteristics. 

I have regular discussions with national governing bodies of sport, including the Lawn 

Tennis Association (LTA), on a range of issues including diversity. 
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 Tourism 

Tom Watson:         [133060] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport, what proportion of 

gross value added has been generated by the tourism sector in each of the regions of 

England in each of the last five years. 

Michael Ellis: 

The latest data of regional GVA was for 2013. This data is held by the Office of 

National Statistics. The results are as follow: 

REGION 

TOURISM DIRECT GROSS VALUE ADDED (£ MILLIONS) IN REGIONS 

AND NATIONS OF THE UK IN 2013 

London 15391.4 

South East 8240.2 

North West 5799.8 

South West 5517.6 

East of England 4304.2 

West Midlands 3757.6 

Yorkshire and The Humber 3244.8 

East Midlands 2573.6 

North East 1578.0 

Total England 50,407.2 

 

Tom Watson:         [133062] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport, how many jobs have 

been generated by the tourism industry in England in each of the last five years; and what 

the value of tourism was to the economy in each of those years. 

Michael Ellis: 

Jobs created due to direct tourism and tourism’s economic contribution through GVA 

are presented below. 

YEAR JOBS (000S) 

PERCENTAGE 

CHANGE FROM 

PREVIOUS YEAR GVA (£BN) 

PERCENTAGE 

CHANGE FROM 

PREVIOUS YEAR 

PERCENTAGE 

OF UK GVA 

2011 1,457 - 53,947 - 14.1 

2012 1,532 5% 57,344 6.3% 13.9 
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YEAR JOBS (000S) 

PERCENTAGE 

CHANGE FROM 

PREVIOUS YEAR GVA (£BN) 

PERCENTAGE 

CHANGE FROM 

PREVIOUS YEAR 

PERCENTAGE 

OF UK GVA 

2013 1,604 5% 58,997 2.9% 14.1 

2014 1,432 -11% 60,438 2.4% 13.9 

2015 1,531 7% 64,642 7.0% 14.2 

2016(p) 1,504 -2% 66,065 2.2% 14.2 

 

This data can be sourced at the Office of National Statistics and the DCMS Sectors 

Economic Estimates for 2017. 

Tom Watson:         [133063] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport, what information his 

Department holds on the number of (a) domestic and (b) international tourism visits made 

to each region of England in each of the last five years. 

Michael Ellis: 

VisitBritain’s data for this is as follows: 

 DOMESTIC OVERNIGHT TRIP VOLUME – ALL TRIP PURPOSES (MILLIONS) 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 

North East 

England 

4.3 3.9 3.7 3.8 3.3 

North West 

England 

14.2 14.0 12.7 13.6 12.0 

Yorkshire and 

The Humber 

11.3 10.0 9.5 11.3 9.3 

East Midlands 8.5 7.9 7.1 8.0 7.3 

West Midlands 8.5 9.0 7.3 8.8 8.9 

East of 

England 

9.9 9.0 9.0 9.7 9.5 

London 12.2 12.3 11.4 12.9 12.1 

South East 

England 

17.9 17.9 16.2 16.8 18.4 

South West 

England 

19.7 19.4 17.3 19.7 20.4 
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 DOMESTIC OVERNIGHT TRIP VOLUME – ALL TRIP PURPOSES (MILLIONS) 

Total England 106.5 103.4 94.2 104.6 101.2 

 

 DOMESTIC DAY VISIT VOLUME (MILLIONS) 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

North East 

England 

86 85 72 64 75 82 

North West 

England 

196 184 184 183 191 189 

Yorkshire 

and The 

Humber 

162 154 152 138 149 149 

East 

Midlands 

128 118 109 112 119 119 

West 

Midlands 

147 153 137 131 142 127 

East of 

England 

145 151 150 136 140 133 

London 362 301 315 322 337 328 

Total 

England 

1,226 1,146 1,119 1,086 1,153 1,127 

 

 INTERNATIONAL TRIP VOLUME – ALL TRIP PURPOSES (MILLIONS) 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 

London 15,461 16,811 17,404 18,581 19,060 

North East 427 427 473 576 560 

North West 2,311 2,408 2,512 2,674 2,839 

Yorkshire 1,092 1,213 1,367 1,290 1,362 

West Midlands 1,563 1,841 1,952 2,118 2,196 

East Midlands 922 1,066 1,019 1,126 1,334 

East Of 1,946 1,997 2,106 2,192 2,406 



 INTERNATIONAL TRIP VOLUME – ALL TRIP PURPOSES (MILLIONS) 

England 

South West 2,017 2,199 2,194 2,378 2,501 

South East 4,308 4,535 4,647 5,141 5,214 

Total England 26,802 28,522 29,823 31,820 32,970 

 

Tom Watson:         [133064] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport, what information he 

holds on the amount of funding spent by local authorities on tourism in each region of 

England in each of the last five years. 

Michael Ellis: 

The most recent Local Authorities tourism expenditure is logged as per the attached 

table. 

Attachments: 

1. Local Authority Spending [LocalAuthoritySpendingWPQ133064.pdf] 

 Tourism: East Midlands 

Ben Bradley:         [132991] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport, what assessment he 

has made of trends in the level of public funding for tourism in (a) the East Midlands and 

(b) Mansfield in the last five years. 

Michael Ellis: 

Tourism expenditure for all East Midlands local authorities is shown in the following 

table. We do not hold information on individual local authorities. This information is 

primarily from the Ministry for Housing, Central and Local Government. 

YEAR NET CURRENT EXPENDITURE (£000’S) 

2011/12 5,396 

2012/13 4,989 

2013/14 4,772 

2014/15 5,281 

2015/16 4,577 
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 EDUCATION 

 Adult Education: Finance 

Sir Peter Bottomley:         [132442] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Education, what assessment he has made of the 

potential effect of the devolution of the adult education budget on the development of 

literacy, numeracy and digital skills. 

Anne Milton: 

By devolving the Adult Education Budget to Mayoral Combined Authorities, local 

areas will be able to shape the delivery of skills for the benefit of their residents. To 

make sure that there is a quality and consistent offer throughout, the department will 

continue to specify which qualifications will be eligible for full funding through the 

English, mathematics and digital statutory duties. 

Chi Onwurah:         [133046] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Education, pursuant to the Answer of 15 March 2018 to 

Question 132172, on Adult Education: Finance, for what reason it is necessary to be a 

residential provider to qualify for that transitional funding. 

Anne Milton: 

Providers which meet the following criteria will be funded nationally by the Education 

and Skills Funding Agency (ESFA) for a period of two years (academic years 2019/20 

and 2020/21) following devolution of the Adult Eudcation Budget (AEB): 

 Qualify for a residential uplift for their learning provision, and 

 Receive more than two thirds of their income from the AEB, and 

 Predominantly target their provision at the most disadvantaged in society. 

Following devolution in 2019/20 providers who currently deliver AEB provision 

nationally who fall outside of the above criteria for national funding will continue to 

receive funding for the learners residing in non devolved areas from the ESFA. It will 

be for the Mayoral Combined Authorities (MCAs) and the Greater London Authority 

(GLA) to decide which providers they award funding to in their respective areas. 

The department is planning to devolve the AEB to MCAs and the GLA in 2019/20. 

We have carefully considered the case for centralised funding for specialist providers 

for an interim period following devolution to ensure continued support for both 

providers and their learners through a longer transition period. Providers who deliver 

residential provision have distinctly different funding arrangements, and we felt an 

additional period of two years of national funding would be in the learners best 

interests, in order to avoid destabilising provision to vulnerable learners and to allow 

time for MCAs to better understand the specialist nature of the provision they deliver. 
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Chi Onwurah:         [133047] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Education, pursuant to the Answer of 15 March to 

Question 132171, on adult education: finance, if he will make an assessment of the 

potential effect of those proposed changes on (a) WEA and (b) other national providers. 

Anne Milton: 

The wider devolution deals made with the areas in scope for receiving the Adult 

Education Budget acknowledged that robust foundations were needed before the 

functions could be transferred. 

This included that arrangements were agreed between central government and the 

local area, and in place to ensure that devolved funding decisions take account of the 

need to maintain a sustainable and financially viable post-16 provider base. This is 

currently ongoing and we are working hard to ensure these arrangements are in 

place before the academic year 2019/20. 

 Department for Education: Buildings 

Jon Trickett:         [132224] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Education, what proportion of his Department's estate is 

(a) rented, (b) owned and (c) occupied through any other type of agreement. 

Anne Milton: 

The proportion of the Department for Education’s estate that is (a) rented, (b) owned 

and (c) occupied through any other type of agreement is detailed in the table below. 

RENTED % OWNED % 

OCCUPIED THROUGH ANY OTHER TYPE OF 

AGREEMENT % TOTAL 

117 48.5 100 41.5 24 10.0 241 

 

 Department for Education: Recruitment 

Jo Stevens:         [132665] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Education, which external recruitment agencies are 

used by his Department's non-departmental public bodies. 

Anne Milton: 

 [Holding answer 19 March 2018]: The Institute for Apprentices have used Gatenby 

Sanderson and the Office for the Children’s Commissioner have used Hays in this 

financial year. 

 Educational Institutions: Cybercrime 

Gordon Marsden:         [133012] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Education, how many cyber security related incidents 

affected (a) further education colleges and (b) higher education institutions in 2017. 
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Anne Milton: 

The Department for Education does not hold this information. 

Jisc, who provide ICT infrastructure services to further education (FE) colleges and 

higher education (HE) institutions, reported that in 2017 the Jisc Security Operations 

Centre responded to 5,023 security incidents or queries from HE and FE in England. 

These include malware, phishing, copyright infringements, compromise, denial of 

service and RIPA requests. The impact of an incident varies greatly from minimal to 

significant. 

Of these 1,389 incidents or queries were from FE institutions in England and 3,634 

from HE institutes. 

 Free School Meals: Northern Ireland 

Alex Sobel:         [132271] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Education, for what reasons Northern Ireland is not 

included in the Government's plans to increase the threshold for free school meals for 

universal credit claimants. 

Nadhim Zahawi: 

Education policy is fully devolved in Northern Ireland, and it is for Northern Ireland to 

decide which of their pupils should be eligible for free school meals. 

In April 2017, the Northern Ireland Executive, prior to its suspension, launched a 

consultation on eligibility for free school meals under universal credit. This new 

criterion was then introduced with effect from 27 September 2017. 

Similarly, Scotland and Wales are not included in the threshold for free school meals 

– as again education policy is devolved. Scotland set their threshold lower than we 

set in England – and the threshold was passed without debate or opposition in the 

Scottish parliament. 

 Further Education: Cybercrime 

Gordon Marsden:         [133013] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Education, what assessment his Department has made 

of the potential risk to cyber security of further education colleges deciding to opt-out of 

paying for Jisc’s essential cyber security support services as a result of the decision to 

reduce Jisc’s funding and introduce subscription fees. 

Anne Milton: 

At present further education colleges benefit from the high quality of cyber-security 

offered through Jisc. Any college who chooses to opt out from using Jisc services will 

need to ensure they have an appropriate level of cyber-security in place in order to 

safeguard their systems, staff and learners. Provided they do so, there should be no 

additional risk. 
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 Further Education: ICT 

Gordon Marsden:         [133010] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Education, what assessment his Department has made 

of the effect of the decision to reduce Jisc’s funding and introduce fees for further 

education colleges to pay for essential IT infrastructure and technology support services 

on the adequacy of provision of those services. 

Anne Milton: 

Our assessment is that introducing a mixed funding model including an element of 

subscription will increase Jisc’s accountability to colleges as its customers. Over time, 

we expect this relationship to drive greater efficiency in the service Jisc provides, and 

to encourage colleges that subscribe to make full use of the services available. 

Gordon Marsden:         [133011] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Education, what support his Department will provide to 

further education colleges that are unable to meet the cost of fees for Jisc’s essential IT 

infrastructure and technology support services as a result of the funding changes to Jisc. 

Anne Milton: 

We expect all colleges to continue to either access Jisc services, or to contract with 

an alternative provider who can provide a secure service. We have provided an 

additional £6 million to Jisc on top of their spending review settlement to enable the 

introduction of a mixed funding model to be delayed until August 2019 to enable 

colleges to prepare. The government will continue to contribute the majority of Jisc’s 

costs after the introduction of a mixed funding model. Introducing subscriptions will 

increase Jisc’s accountability to colleges as its customers, and will encourage 

colleges that subscribe to make use of the full range of services that Jisc provides. 

 Mature Students: Student Wastage 

Gordon Marsden:         [132774] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Education, with reference to the Higher Education 

Statistics Agency's non-continuation performance indicators, published on 8 March, what 

steps he he is taking to tackle the increase in non-continuation rates for mature students. 

Mr Sam Gyimah: 

The data published by the Higher Education Statistics Agency (HESA) on 8 March 

2018 shows that the non-continuation rate for mature students has remained broadly 

similar over recent years, regardless of course type or mode of delivery. 

The vast majority of higher education students complete their courses and achieve 

their chosen qualification. However, we are not complacent. We want everyone with 

the potential to benefit from higher education to be able to do so but we recognise 

that some students are at a higher risk of ‘dropping out’. 

The Teaching Excellence and Student Outcomes Framework includes a metric that 

measures continuation rates. Institutions with below average retention rates will 
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receive a negative flag, which may affect their overall award. This will incentivise 

institutions to take measures to improve retention rates. 

Within the first access and participation guidance to the Office for Students (OfS), my 

right hon. Friend, the Secretary of State has asked the OfS to encourage higher 

education providers, when developing their access and participation plans, to build on 

work already underway aimed at improving student retention. This guidance also 

asks the OfS to encourage providers to consider the recruitment and support of 

mature learners. 

 Pre-school Education: Recruitment 

Layla Moran:         [133005] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Education, with reference to the Early Years Workforce 

Strategy published in March 2017, what assessment his Department has made of (a) the 

feasibility of and (b) the potential timescale for increasing the graduate early years 

workforce working in disadvantaged areas. 

Nadhim Zahawi: 

We are considering a range of approaches to supporting graduates in the early years 

workforce, including in disadvantaged areas, and their feasibility. This work is still 

underway. 

 Pre-school Education: Teachers 

Stephen Timms:         [133049] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Education, pursuant to his Answer of 13 March 2018 to 

Question 131756, what the reasons are for the feasibility study taking longer than March 

2018 to be completed; and what the timetable is for completion of that study. 

Nadhim Zahawi: 

As stated in response to Question 131756, we are considering a range of approaches 

to supporting graduates in the early years workforce and their feasibility, which will 

inform advice to the minister on future early years graduate policy. This work is 

underway. 

 Schools: Counselling 

Lloyd Russell-Moyle:         [133059] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Education, what assessment his Department has made 

of the potential merits of mandating the provision of access to counselling in schools and 

colleges. 

Nick Gibb: 

School based counselling plays a role as part of a ‘whole school’ approach to 

supporting mental health and wellbeing. 61% of schools offer counselling services, 

with 84% of secondary schools providing their pupils with access to counselling 

support.[1] The Government has provided advice on how to deliver school based 
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counselling, available to view here: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/counselling-in-schools. 

The Department has not made the provision of access to counselling in schools and 

colleges mandatory. Schools have the freedom to decide what mix of support to offer 

pupils based on their particular needs. 

The green paper ‘Transforming Children and Young People’s Mental Health 

Provision’ proposed significant further guidance to schools to make these decisions. 

New Mental Health Support Teams will increase the provision available to pupils with 

emerging mental health problems. The green paper proposals offer additional funding 

for new professionals trained in evidence-based interventions, with supervision from 

expert clinicians. The teams will also provide better routes into specialist NHS 

services for the pupils that need them. 

[1] Supporting Mental Health in Schools and Colleges (2017) 

 Sign Language: GCSE 

Layla Moran:         [132714] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Education, what recent discussions he has held with (a) 

examination boards, (b) teachers, (c) students and (d) other stakeholders on the creation 

of a GCSE in British Sign Language; and if he will make a statement. 

Nick Gibb: 

 [Holding answer 19 March 2018]: I held a meeting on 12 March with interested MPs 

and representatives from a leading charity within the field, and have scheduled 

another meeting with that charity and further interested MPs on 20 March. During 

frequent visits to schools I engage with teachers and students and discuss a range of 

topics including sign language. 

The Government has introduced a number of recent changes to GCSEs, AS and A 

levels in England that will affect schools in the coming years. We know that extensive 

changes need time to settle in, and that school leaders will want stability to bring in 

the new qualifications. There are no plans to introduce new GCSEs, AS or A levels in 

this Parliament. 

Schools are free to teach British Sign Language and there are existing qualifications 

available which schools can enter pupils into at any point of their school career. 

These include a Level 1 award, Level 2, 3 and 4 certificates and a Level 6 NVQ 

certificate. British Sign Language is also now an alternative to a Level 1 and Level 2 

qualification in English when studying an apprenticeship, where British Sign 

Language is the apprentice’s primary language. This enables those who use British 

Sign Language to complete their apprenticeship without having to achieve another 

English qualification, such as GCSE or Functional Skills. 
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 Workers Educational Association 

Sir Peter Bottomley:         [132443] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Education, what public funding has been provided to the 

Workers Educational Association in each of the last three years; and what plans the 

Government has to fund the Workers Educational Association in the future. 

Anne Milton: 

The table attached shows the amount funding paid by the Education and Skills 

Funding Agency (ESFA) to the Workers Educational Association for the past three 

funding years (from August to July). 

The Workers Educational Association are in scope to receive an allocation and will be 

notified of the amount of funding available to them shortly. 

For 2018 to 2019, the ESFA will continue to allocate the Adult Education Budget 

(AEB). 

From 2019 to 2020, responsibility for the AEB will be devolved to eight Mayoral 

Combined Authorities (MCAs) and the Greater London Authority. 

Once authorities take on the role they will, within the agreed conditions of their 

devolution deal, be responsible for commissioning AEB provision in their local areas, 

having the freedom to set their own priorities, whilst still being subject to the statutory 

duties of my right hon. Friend, the Secretary of State. This will allow them to focus on 

meeting local area need and delivering local economic objectives. 

The ESFA will continue to allocate funding to providers that do not deliver in the 

devolved areas. 

Attachments: 

1. Table [132443 attachment.docx] 

 ENVIRONMENT, FOOD AND RURAL AFFAIRS 

 Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs: Conditions of Employment 

Kerry McCarthy:         [132803] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, how many and 

what proportion of full-time equivalent staff (a) of his Department and (b) employed by his 

Department's agencies have been employed on fixed-term contracts in each year since 

2010. 

George Eustice: 

Please see the attached table 

Attachments: 

1. Number of fixed term contract staff for Defra [number of staff on fixed term contract.doc] 
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 Electronic Training Aids 

Tim Farron:         [132987] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, with reference to 

the consultation on Animal welfare: banning the use of electronic training collars for cats 

and dogs, published by his Department in March 2018, whether anti-bark dog collars are 

covered within the scope of that consultation. 

George Eustice: 

Defra’s public consultation, launched on 12 March, on the proposal to introduce a ban 

on the use of electronic training collars includes anti-bark collars. 

 Import Controls 

Sue Hayman:         [132132] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, how much money 

from the public purse his Department has spent on the introduction of a new national 

import control system for animals, animal products and high risk food and feed when the 

UK leaves the EU. 

George Eustice: 

The preliminary accounting figure for spend to the end of February on building a new 

national import control system is £2.25 million. 

 Veterinary Medicine 

Sue Hayman:         [132233] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, what progress his 

Department has made on systems for the (a) licensing and (b) marketing of veterinary 

medicines after the UK leaves the EU. 

George Eustice: 

Defra and its executive agency the Veterinary Medicines Directorate are making good 

progress on preparations for leaving the EU related to veterinary medicines. 

All the potential day 1 issues have been identified and delivery plans are in place to 

ensure continuity of the licensing and marketing of veterinary medicines, this includes 

necessary legislative changes and process changes including IT services that may 

no longer be accessed through the EU. The Veterinary Medicines Directorate has 

been working closely with its stakeholder groups and other government bodies 

involved in the regulation of medicines and chemicals. 
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 FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH OFFICE 

 Andargachew Tsege 

Alex Sobel:         [132261] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, what recent 

representations he has made to his counterpart in the Government of Ethiopia on the 

imprisonment of British citizen Andy Tsege in that country. 

Harriett Baldwin: 

The Foreign Secretary raised Mr Tsege's case with the Ethiopian Prime Minister and 

Foreign Minister at the African Union-EU Summit in November 2017, and 

subsequently raised Mr Tsege's case again with Foreign Minister Workneh in January 

this year. Our Ambassador also continues to raise Mr Tsege's case at the highest 

levels at every opportunity and Ministers continue to monitor the case very closely. 

 Azerbaijan: Human Rights 

Paul Blomfield:         [132274] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, what recent 

representations he has made to his counterpart in the Azerbaijan Government on human 

rights in that country. 

Sir Alan Duncan: 

The Government monitors the human rights situation in Azerbaijan closely and 

regularly presses the government to meet its international obligations. I raised human 

rights with President Aliyev and Deputy Foreign Minister Khalafov during my visit to 

Azerbaijan in September. In recent months UK officials in Baku have raised concerns 

over a range of issues including the conviction of journalist Afghan Mukhtarli and 

pressure faced by Azerbaijan's human rights lawyers. 

 Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting 

Jeremy Lefroy:         [132480] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, what assessment 

he has made of the potential merits of including a statement on the right to freedom of 

religion or belief in the Commonwealth Heads of Government Joint Communiqué. 

Alistair Burt: 

We are currently working with fellow member states to negotiate the communiqué for 

next month's Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting. While it would be 

inappropriate to comment on those negotiations, the UK considers freedom of religion 

and belief to be one of the Commonwealth's core values. 

Encouraging member states to uphold the values and principles enshrined in the 

Commonwealth Charter – which include freedom of religion as well as democracy, 

freedom of expression, the rule of law and opposition to all forms of discrimination – 

will be an important part of April's summit. 
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Richard Burden:         [133078] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, what the 

Government’s priorities are for the Commonwealth Heads of Government Summit in April 

2018. 

Alistair Burt: 

We want the Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting to agree tangible action 

across the four policy areas of prosperity, security, sustainability and fairness. These 

four areas have been agreed by all member states. With 60% of the Commonwealth's 

population under the age of 30, we believe it is particularly important that the summit 

speaks to the challenges faced by young people and addresses their ambitions. We 

also want the summit to celebrate the people to people and civil society ties that 

makes the Commonwealth such a unique and important institution. 

 Commonwealth: Elections 

Paul Girvan:         [132951] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, what steps he is 

taking to encourage free and fair elections in Commonwealth nations. 

Alistair Burt: 

We are committed to upholding the principles of the Commonwealth Charter, 

including the inalienable right of individuals to participate in free and fair elections. 

Our High Commissions regularly engage with a range of political actors and 

institutions across the Commonwealth in support of those principles. 

We also support the work of the Commonwealth Secretariat in this field: both its co-

ordination of Commonwealth Election Observer Groups and the technical assistance 

it provides to improve electoral systems, practice and legislation in Commonwealth 

member states. In addition, the UK works closely with the Commonwealth 

Parliamentary Association to promote stronger parliamentary democracy in the 

Commonwealth. 

The Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting in London in April will discuss the 

protection and promotion of democracy. The UK will also join the Commonwealth 

Ministerial Action Group, which acts as the custodian of the values and principles set 

out in the Commonwealth Charter 

 Democratic Republic of Congo: International Covenant On Civil and Political Rights 

Shabana Mahmood:         [132536] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, what steps he has 

taken in partnership with his international counterparts to encourage the Government of 

the Democratic Republic of Congo to adhere to the terms of the International Covenant 

on Civil and Political Rights. 
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Harriett Baldwin: 

The Government is deeply concerned about the human rights situation in the 

Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC). Following the violent clampdown on protestors 

on 31 December and 21 January, the UK released statements condemning the 

violence and calling for the perpetrators to be brought to justice. 

We continue to support the UN Joint Human Rights Office in their work to document 

human rights abuses and violations and to hold those responsible to account. 

The UK supported a resolution at the UN Human Rights Council (HRC) in June 2017 

mandating an international investigation into the violence in the Kasai regions. We 

have repeatedly told the DRC Government that this investigation must be allowed to 

operate unobstructed, to hold those responsible in the Kasais to account. 

We have also called upon the DRC Government, as an HRC member, to 

demonstrate its commitment to the highest human rights standards and take decisive 

action against human rights abuses and violations. 

 Democratic Republic of Congo: Military Intervention 

Shabana Mahmood:         [132537] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, what discussions 

he has had with his international counterparts on military intervention in the Democratic 

Republic of Congo to support the supply of humanitarian assistance to its citizens. 

Harriett Baldwin: 

The British Government regularly discusses support to humanitarian operations by 

the UN peacekeeping force in the Democratic Republic of Congo, MONUSCO, with 

our international counterparts including with the Secretary General’s Special 

Representative, Leila Zerrougi. We will ensure that support to humanitarian 

operations remains part of MONUSCO’s mandate when it is renewed this month. 

 Foreign and Commonwealth Office: Assets 

Peter Dowd:         [133018] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, how much money 

his Department has raised from the sale of (a) assets, (b) land and (c) buildings in each 

year since 2010. 

Alistair Burt: 

The table below shows the proceeds from the sale of Foreign and Commonwealth 

Office's (FCO) assets 

 OTHER ASSETS LAND & BUILDINGS 

2009/10 832,494 9,266,174 

2010/11 746,784 19,470,110 

2011/12 1,209,251 26,260,902 
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 OTHER ASSETS LAND & BUILDINGS 

2012/13 1,399,572 78,861,263 

2013/14 897,953 38,689,848 

2014/15 891,265 3,028,819 

2015/16 766,990 19,986,330 

2016/17 1,004,035 56,184,837 

 

The FCO does not separate value when land and buildings are sold together. The 

table above covers assets (mainly vehicles), land and buildings. The FCO manages 

its property portfolio in line with its business needs, including investment in new 

properties and disposal of those no longer required. Capital disposal receipts are 

retained for further investment by the FCO as agreed with Her Majesty's Treasury. 

Full details can be found in the FCO's published annual report and accounts on the 

gov.uk website. 

 Foreign and Commonwealth Office: Buildings 

Jon Trickett:         [132217] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, what proportion of 

his Department's estate is (a) rented, (b) owned and (c) occupied through any other type 

of agreement. 

Alistair Burt: 

The Foreign and Commonwealth Office estate includes non-residential and 

residential properties in the UK and overseas. The proportion of holdings by tenure 

type is stated below. 

OWNED LEASED LOANED 

43% 56% 1% 

 

 Gui Minhai 

Richard Burden:         [132231] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, what 

representations he has made to his counterparts in (a) Hong Kong and (b) the People’s 

Republic of China on the case of the missing Hong Kong bookseller, Gui Minhai. 

Mark Field: 

I remain concerned at the developments surrounding Swedish National Gui Minhai, 

who was first detained, along with British national Lee Po and three others, in late 

2015. We have repeatedly raised these cases at the most senior levels with the 
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authorities in Hong Kong and Beijing. Following Mr Gui’s latest detention in January 

2018, our Ambassador in Beijing raised the case with Vice Minister at the Chinese 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Wang Chao, and my officials continue to liaise closely with 

Swedish and other EU counterparts. The EU have released two statements calling for 

Mr Gui’s release, which we fully support. 

 Israel: Palestinians 

Richard Burden:         [132279] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, what 

representations he has made to Israeli counterparts on the continued use of live fire by 

Israeli naval forces against fishermen off the coast of Gaza. 

Alistair Burt: 

Officials from our Embassy in Tel Aviv have previously raised our concerns with the 

Israeli authorities over the Israel Defence Force's use of live fire against fishermen. 

Chris Elmore:         [132347] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Office, how many people 

involved in the transfer of Palestinian children out of the West Bank to prisons inside 

Israel entered the UK in 2017. 

Alistair Burt: 

The Government does not request or hold the information highlighted. 

 HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE 

 Antibiotics: Prescriptions 

Jim Shannon:         [132213] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, what steps he is taking to 

ensure the accurate prescription of antibiotics to patients. 

Steve Brine: 

In response to Lord O’Neill’s Independent Review on antimicrobial resistance, we 

have stated our ambition to halve inappropriate prescribing of antibiotics by 2020/21. 

To achieve these reductions, a Quality Premium is focused on driving down 

inappropriate prescribing in primary care and a Commissioning for Quality and 

Innovation Scheme is in place to incentivise appropriate prescribing in secondary 

care. 

NHS England is leading programmes both to deliver the prescribing ambition and 

improve the use of diagnostics. 
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 Arthritis: Chiropody 

Derek Thomas:         [132862] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, what steps he takes to ensure 

that every patient newly diagnosed with rheumatoid arthritis is referred to podiatry 

services for early examination. 

Steve Brine: 

Provision of podiatry service is a local matter. The guideline Rheumatoid arthritis in 

adults: management, updated by the National Institute for Health and Care 

Excellence (NICE) in 2015, recommends that all people with rheumatoid arthritis who 

have foot problems should have access to a podiatrist for assessment and periodic 

review of their foot health needs. We expect commissioners to take NICE guidance 

into account when planning services for local populations. The guideline can be found 

at the following link: 

https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/cg79 

 Barking, Havering and Redbridge University Hospitals NHS Trust: Private Finance 

Initiative 

Wes Streeting:         [132461] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, what assessment he has made 

of trends in the levels of PFI payments to made by the Barking, Havering and Redbridge 

University Hospitals NHS Trust over the next two decades. 

Stephen Barclay: 

The Unitary Charge payments for the new Queen’s Hospital (formerly Oldchurch 

hospital in Romford), for each year over the next two decades and up until the final 

payment in financial year 2039-40, are provided in the table below. 

The data is from the 2016 Private Finance Initiative (PFI) data summary sheet on the 

Treasury’s website. The Unitary Charge revenue payment figures include not just the 

financing costs (debt repayment and interest) for initial construction but also the costs 

of all the other services such as building maintenance and support services (cleaning, 

catering, portering etc.) provided over the lifetime of the contract. The payments are 

subject to meeting agreed performance and quality standards and include an annual 

uprate assumption for inflation. 

FINANCIAL YEAR 

ESTIMATED UNITARY CHARGE PAYMENT (£ 

MILLION) 

2017-18 59.6 

2018-19 60.8 

2019-20 62.0 

2020-21 63.2 
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FINANCIAL YEAR 

ESTIMATED UNITARY CHARGE PAYMENT (£ 

MILLION) 

2021-22 64.8 

2022-23 66.4 

2023-24 68.1 

2024-25 69.8 

2025-26 71.5 

2026-27 73.3 

2027-28 75.1 

2028-29 77.0 

2029-30 78.9 

2030-31 80.9 

2031-32 82.9 

2032-33 85.0 

2033-34 87.1 

2034-35 89.3 

2035-36 91.5 

2036-37 93.8 

2037-38 96.2 

2038-39 98.6 

2039-40 80.0 

 

Further information relating to all PFI projects in the National Health Service and 

social care in England, including that for the new Queen’s Hospital, is available on 

the Treasury’s website, via: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/private-finance-initiative-and-private-

finance-2-projects-2016-summary-data 

The health sector schemes are marked “Department of Health” and then “DH-Acute 

(i.e. Hospitals)”. The new Queen’s Hospital has I.D number 284. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/private-finance-initiative-and-private-finance-2-projects-2016-summary-data
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/private-finance-initiative-and-private-finance-2-projects-2016-summary-data
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/private-finance-initiative-and-private-finance-2-projects-2016-summary-data


 Barts Health NHS Trust: Vacancies 

Wes Streeting:         [132205] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, how many vacancies there 

were for (a) nurses, (b) junior doctors, (c) doctors, and (d) consultants, at Barts Health 

NHS Trust, in each year since 2010. 

Stephen Barclay: 

The data is not available in the format requested. 

 Breast Cancer: Lincolnshire 

Karen Lee:         [132933] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, what steps his Department is 

taking to ensure geographical equality in the level of breast cancer care in (a) Lincoln 

constituency and (b) Lincolnshire. 

Steve Brine: 

Lincolnshire West Clinical Commissioning Group offer a triple assessment to all 

patients referred on the two week wait breast cancer pathway. This means that 

during an appointment the patient will see a surgeon, a mammography radiographer 

and a radiologist. This is in line with accepted best practice. 

 Cancer 

Kerry McCarthy:         [132393] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, what steps his Department is 

taking to raise awareness of the heightened risk of cancer arising from the consumption 

of nitrate-processed meats. 

Steve Brine: 

The Food Standards Agency (FSA) considers that the scientific evidence currently 

available is insufficient to identify causation directly between nitrates consumed in 

processed meat with an increased risk of cancer. 

Nitrates serve an important microbiological safety function when added to certain 

foods at permitted levels. The FSA works closely with the food industry to ensure that 

nitrates are used at the lowest possible levels to achieve their necessary 

technological function. 

 Cancer: Health Education 

David Simpson:         [132651] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, whether the Government is 

taking steps to (a) educate young people on the risks of cancer and (b) ensure that young 

people attend regular check-ups. 
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Steve Brine: 

After smoking, obesity is the biggest cause of preventable cancers. Public Health 

England, in addition to their stop smoking campaigns, have a major focus on 

increasing physical activity and healthier diets for both adults and children through 

the One You and Change4Life programmes. Children’s cancer charities like the 

Teenage Cancer Trust and CLIC Sargent run awareness campaigns that are 

specifically designed for those age groups. There are no plans for younger people to 

have regular check-ups for cancer which is rare in children and young people. 

 Clinical Commissioning Groups: Halton 

Derek Twigg:         [132252] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, pursuant to his Answer of 8 

March 2018 to Question 130486 on Clinical Commissioning Groups: Halton, what recent 

assessment he has made of the financial sustainability of Halton Care Commissioning 

Group. 

Steve Brine: 

NHS England and NHS Improvement recently published shared planning guidance, 

in which it was announced that the resources available to clinical commissioning 

groups (CCGs) in 2018-19 will be increased by £1.4 billion. This will principally fund 

realistic levels of emergency activity, additional elective activity needed to tackle 

waiting lists, universal adherence to the Mental Health Investment Standard and 

transformation commitments for cancer services and primary care. 

NHS Halton CCG will receive a total allocation of around £202 million in 2018-19. 

This includes an increase of £5.5 million from the previous year, representing a cash 

terms growth in resource funding of 2.77%. NHS England advises that the CCG can 

reasonably be expected to set a plan to live within its means. 

 Dental Services 

Sir David Crausby:         [132879] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, what steps his Department is 

taking to improve access to NHS dentists. 

Steve Brine: 

NHS England has a legal duty to commission primary care dental services to meet 

the needs of the local population. NHS England also has arrangements in place to 

help patients who cannot find a local dentist that is accepting new patients. 

Access nationally remains high. 22.1 million adults saw a National Health Service 

dentist in the 24 months ending in 31 December 2017 and 6.9 million children in the 

12 months ending in 31 December 2017. However, there are areas where there is 

further to go to ensure that all those who want to access NHS dental care can do so. 

New ways of providing primary care dental services are being tested by the 

Department and NHS England which aims to further improve oral health and increase 

access to NHS dental services, by preventing as well as treating disease. Alongside 
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this is NHS England’s Starting Well programme, which aims to improve access to 

dental services for children known to be at greater risk of dental disease and who are 

not currently being seen by a dentist. 

 Department of Health and Social Care: Buildings 

Jon Trickett:         [132218] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, what proportion of his 

Department's estate is (a) rented, (b) owned and (c) occupied through any other type of 

agreement. 

Caroline Dinenage: 

The Department owns two sites and leases four site that are used by the Department 

and its arm’s length bodies. One of the owned sites is now been used as part of the 

Parliamentary estate. It is also occupies space in three other buildings through 

Memorandums of Terms of Occupation with other public sector organisations. The 

Department also has a retained estate of 28 sites owned by the Department and six 

that are leased. 

 Department of Health and Social Care: Cleaning Services 

Catherine West:         [132857] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, what information he holds on 

the rate of remuneration for cleaners in his Department. 

Caroline Dinenage: 

The Department does not directly employ cleaners. Cleaners employed by the 

Department’s contractors are paid £8.75 an hour. 

 Department of Health and Social Care: Disclosure of Information 

Afzal Khan:         [132979] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, in what proportion of cases her 

Department received information that it did not already hold in each month since the 

Memorandum of Understanding between NHS Digital and the Home Office entered into 

operation. 

Jackie Doyle-Price: 

The Department does not receive information relating to Home Office requests for 

information to NHS Digital, under the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU). 

The MoU is a data sharing agreement between NHS Digital, the Home Office and the 

Department of Health and Social Care and requests for information are made directly 

to NHS Digital by the Home Office. From 1 January 2017, data on the number of 

information requests submitted by the Home Office has been published on the NHS 

Digital website. 
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 Diabetes 

Keith Vaz:         [132440] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, if he will publish a list of the 

private sector companies which are in receipt of diabetes transformation funds. 

Steve Brine: 

The list of private sector companies involved in the Diabetes Prevention Programme, 

which are in receipt, or will be in in receipt, of funding greater than £10,000 is given 

below. 

- Ingeus UK; 

- Living Well Taking Control; 

- ICS Health and Wellbeing; 

- Reed Momenta; 

- RSM – PACEC LTD; 

- DAC Beachcroft; 

- Hitachi; 

- Oviva; 

- Liva; and 

- Buddi-Nujjer. 

Information on which private sector companies are in receipt of diabetes 

transformation funds from clinical commissioning groups for treatment and care is not 

collected centrally. 

 Food Supply 

Caroline Lucas:         [132827] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, with reference to the report by 

the Food Research Collaboration, Weakening UK food law enforcement: a risky tactic in 

Brexit, what assessment his Department has made of the implications for food security 

when the UK leaves the EU of the report’s conclusions on the Food Standards Agency’s 

programme of change, Regulating Our Future. 

Steve Brine: 

At no point will the United Kingdom Government propose changes through the 

Regulating Our Future programme that would adversely impact on food security or 

cause difficulty to food businesses wishing to export food post European Union exit. 

Departments are currently working together to understand the impacts that 

withdrawal from the EU will have across a number of cross-cutting areas. It will be the 

UK Government’s priority to maintain the UK’s high standards of food and feed 

safety, and to ensure we take a risk-based, proportionate approach when providing 

risk assessments. 
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 General Practitioners: Older People 

Jonathan Ashworth:         [132686] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, what proportion of GPs in 

England are over 50 years old. 

Steve Brine: 

In September 2017, of those general practitioners (GPs) whose ages are known, 

33.2% of GPs were 50 years of age or older. In terms of full-time equivalents, 33.5% 

of GP FTEs were aged 50 or over. 

 Haematological Cancer: Mental Health Services 

Jim Shannon:         [132195] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, what steps he is taking to 

ensure the adequacy of provision of (a) emotional and (b) psychological support for 

people with blood cancer. 

Jim Shannon:         [132196] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, if he will make it his policy to 

develop a support strategy for families of people with cancer. 

Steve Brine: 

All cancer patients, including those diagnosed with blood cancer, will benefit from a 

tailored Recovery Package that ensures personalised care and support from the 

moment they are diagnosed. Patients will work with their care teams, to develop a 

comprehensive plan that addresses both their physical and mental health 

requirements as well as identify any other support they may require, such as help at 

home or financial advice. 

The Recovery Package includes Health and Wellbeing Events or Clinics. These are 

education and information events to support and enable people living with cancer and 

their families to take control and participate in their recovery, giving them necessary 

information, and promoting positive lifestyle change such as nutritional advice and 

encouragement to increase physical exercise. Health and Wellbeing Events are 

designed to help people get support that improves the quality of their lives, making 

these as long, healthy and active as possible. 

 Health Professions: Bureaucracy 

Jonathan Ashworth:         [132683] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, what estimate he has made of 

the average number of hours spent on administrative tasks each week by (a) nurses and 

(b) GPs in the latest period for which figures are available. 
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Stephen Barclay: 

No such estimate has been made. 

NHS Digital collects data on the Hospital and Community Health Service workforce, 

including nurses working in secondary care organisations and the General and 

Personal Medical Services workforce, including general practitioners and nurses 

working in general practices. 

However, these data do not enable NHS Digital to assess how much time is spent on 

any particular task by a member of the National Health Service workforce. 

 Hospitals: Waiting Lists 

Karen Lee:         [132935] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, whether NHS England has the 

power to prevent the implementation of minimum waiting times for routine elective care. 

Stephen Barclay: 

NHS England does not encourage commissioners to apply minimum waits across 

their contracts but rather to concentrate on interventions that help manage the 

demand for elective care. 

It remains the case that all patients should receive high quality and safe care in the 

right place at the right time within the 18-week Referral to Treatment standard. 

Clinical priority remains the main determinant of when patients should be treated 

followed by the chronological order of when they were added to the waiting list. 

 Huddersfield Royal Infirmary 

Thelma Walker:         [133007] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, pursuant to the Answer of 15 

March to Question 131949 on Huddersfield Royal Infirmary, on what date the 

Independent Reconfiguration Panel's report on the potential downgrading of Huddersfield 

Royal Infirmary will be made public. 

Stephen Barclay: 

The Joint Chairs of the Calderdale and Kirklees Joint Health Scrutiny wrote to the 

Department last year formally referring the National Health Service proposal, Right 

Care Right Time Right Place – Proposed future arrangements for hospital and 

community health services in Calderdale and Greater Huddersfield. We referred the 

case to the Independent Reconfiguration Panel in January. An announcement will be 

made in due course. 

 Medical Treatments: Safety 

Jim Shannon:         [132337] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, what the reasons are for the 

yellow card system for reporting medical harms not including psycho-social therapies 

including (a) graded exercise and (b) cognitive behaviour therapy. 
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Jackie Doyle-Price: 

The Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA) regulates 

medicines, medical devices and blood components for transfusion within the United 

Kingdom. The MHRA runs the Yellow Card Scheme on behalf of the Commission on 

Human Medicines. 

The Yellow Card Scheme is the UK system for collecting and monitoring information 

on suspected Adverse Drug Reactions (ADRs). The Yellow Card scheme was 

introduced in 1964 with the aim of collecting suspected ADR reports from the whole 

of the United Kingdom in relation to all medicines and vaccines. In addition to the 

collection of suspected ADR reports for medicines and vaccines, the remit of the 

Yellow Card Scheme also covers the collection of suspected adverse incidents 

related to medical devices. 

As cognitive behaviour therapy and graded exercise therapy are both non-

pharmaceutical or medical device treatments, they do not fall under the remit of the 

MHRA or the Yellow Card Scheme. Therefore, any harms associated with them 

would not be reported to the Yellow Card Scheme. 

 Mental Health Services: Children 

Helen Hayes:         [132395] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, how much money has been 

spent on commissioning non-NHS tier 4 mental health inpatient beds for young people 

aged under 18 in each of the last ten years. 

Jackie Doyle-Price: 

The information is not collected in the format requested. 

 Mental Health: Older People 

Jonathan Ashworth:         [132691] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, what resources his Department 

has allocated to tackle loneliness among older people in the last 12 months. 

Caroline Dinenage: 

To support the Government’s commitment to tackling loneliness, the Department has 

continued to embed addressing loneliness in a number of existing programmes 

across health and social care, including social prescribing, dementia friendly 

communities, mental health and carers, as well as identifying new opportunities to 

combat loneliness. 

We have seconded a Departmental official to the new central team leading the 

Government’s Loneliness Strategy, as well as identifying officials within the 

Department to coordinate our contribution to this important agenda. I am a member of 

the newly formed Ministerial Group on Loneliness. 
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 Nurses: Training 

Rosie Cooper:         [132992] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, whether his Department makes 

any additional maintenance funding available to student nurses who work on placements 

during the university holiday period each summer. 

Stephen Barclay: 

Funding for nursing programmes is based on a 52 week academic year and therefore 

all clinical placements are included in universities’ standard term time and 

maintenance funding is available for the full year. 

The level of funding available to student nurses depends on their household income 

and is also reflective of the time they spend studying during the academic year, 

including time on placement. 

For undergraduate pre-registration nursing students who start courses on or after 1 

August 2017, several additional allowances are additionally available from the 

Department: 

- Child dependents allowance – an additional payment of £1,000 per student per 

academic year for students with child dependents; 

- Travel and dual accommodation – the Government reimburses students for 

additional daily travel costs and pays for secondary accommodation whilst attending 

clinical placements; and 

- Exceptional hardship – £3,000 per academic year for eligible students facing severe 

financial hardship. 

 Psychiatry: Children and Young People 

Rehman Chishti:         [132313] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, how many NHS child and 

adolescent psychiatrists have been employed in Kent in the last two years for which data 

is available. 

Jackie Doyle-Price: 

The data is not available in the format requested. 

 Rare Diseases 

Daniel Zeichner:         [132544] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, what plans the NHS in England 

has to adopt the definition of an ultra-rare disease as a condition with a prevalence of 1 in 

50,000 or less, as used by the Montgomery Review of Access to Medicines in Scotland. 

Steve Brine: 

The term ‘ultra-rare disease’ has been used by the National Health Service in 

England since about 2005 to indicate diseases with a prevalence of about 1 in 

100,000 and there are currently no plans to change this definition. It should also be 
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noted that the term ‘ultra-rare’ is only used as a guide and the prime focus is on the 

services needed by patients, not the rarity of a condition. 

 Rare Diseases: Drugs 

James Frith:         [132183] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, what assessment he has made 

of the effectiveness of NICE's consideration of drugs for rare diseases. 

Steve Brine: 

The National Institute for Health and Care Excellence (NICE) is the independent body 

responsible for developing authoritative, evidence-based guidance for the National 

Health Service on whether drugs and other treatments represent an effective use of 

NHS resources. 

NICE assesses most significant new drugs through its technology appraisal 

programme and has been able to recommend a number of drugs licenced for the 

treatment of rare diseases for routine use on the NHS. NICE also operates a 

separate highly specialised technology evaluation programme for the assessment of 

very high cost drugs for the treatment of very small numbers of patients. 

NICE’s methods and processes for the assessment of drugs have been carefully 

developed over time and are internationally respected. NICE continues to keep its 

procedures under periodic review to ensure that they remain effective. 

 Regional Medicines Optimisation Committees 

Keith Vaz:         [132892] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, what discussions he has had 

with clinical commissioning groups on ensuring that guidance from the NHS England 

Regional Medical Optimisation Committee is implemented and that the committee is 

consulted on funding decisions. 

Steve Brine: 

The intended role and function of Regional Medicines Optimisation Committees 

(RMOCs) has been co-developed by NHS England and National Health Service 

clinical commissioners on behalf of clinical commissioning groups. The status of 

RMOC recommendations and all other outputs are advisory. They do not affect the 

statutory legal responsibilities and duties of NHS organisations. Where a 

recommendation is made by a Committee, funding implications will be considered as 

part of the underpinning evidence base to support the decision making process. 

 Respiratory System: Health Hazards 

Helen Hayes:         [132301] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, with reference to research by 

the Department of Clinical Science at Bergen University, if he will make an assessment of 
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the implications for his policies of the findings that exposure to cleaning products can 

cause as much damage to lung function as smoking 20 cigarettes a day. 

Helen Hayes:         [132303] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, what assessment his 

Department has made of the potential merits of taking steps to protect cleaners from lung 

damage due to exposure to cleaning products; and if he will make a statement. 

Steve Brine: 

This is a matter for the Health and Safety Executive, the national independent 

regulator for work-related health, safety and illness. 

Under normal ventilation conditions or product use, use of household cleaning and 

personal care products is not a public health concern. 

However, there are some cleaning products that will contain hazardous substances 

and in such circumstances regulations will apply. In these cases the employer needs 

to undertake a risk assessment and where necessary put the appropriate measures 

in place to ensure that the products are used properly and safely. The regulations 

also require employers to provide information, instruction and training for all 

employees who use hazardous substances in their work, including the appropriate 

precautions and actions an employee must take to safeguard both themselves and 

others in the workplace. 

 Smoking: Armed Forces 

Sir Mike Penning:         [132185] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, what steps he is taking to 

reduce smoking prevalence rates amongst (a) serving armed forces personnel and (b) 

veterans; and if he will make a statement. 

Steve Brine: 

The Government has a proven track record in reducing the harm that tobacco 

causes, and in July 2017 we published a new tobacco control plan to build on that 

success. In the plan we commit to reducing smoking prevalence from 15.5% to 12% 

in adults by 2022. Our armed forces and veterans are in this category and we 

continue to ensure that tobacco control remains a priority to reduce health 

inequalities. 

The Ministry of Defence undertakes targeted activities to encourage defence 

personnel and their families to stop smoking and continues to monitor smoking 

prevalence among United Kingdom Armed Forces personnel, which has reduced by 

approximately 5% between January 2014 and January 2018. 

 Social Services: Minumum Wage 

Dr David Drew:         [133056] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, pursuant to the Answer of 5 

March 2018 to Question 131015 on Social Services: Minimum Wage, what the (a) cost to 
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the public purse is of and (b) procurement process was for the (i) Deloitte and (ii) Frontier 

Economics and Laing Buisson study of sleep-in back pay liabilities; and how many other 

organisations applied to undertake those studies. 

Caroline Dinenage: 

The value of the contract for the Deloitte study was £130,000. In procuring this work, 

the Department utilised the consultancyOne Framework Agreement in which Deloitte 

were the sole bidder. 

The value of the contract for the larger Frontier Economics and Laing Buisson study 

was £300,000. In procuring this study, the Department utilised the UK Shared 

Business Service Research and Evaluation Framework in which two bidders 

responded to the requirement. 

Information on the Deloitte contract is available on the Contracts Finder website at: 

https://www.contractsfinder.service.gov.uk/Notice/56b67c3f-4444-4ee2-8465-

fc14cde98fdb 

Information on the Frontier Economics and Laing Buisson contract is available on the 

Contracts Finder website at: 

https://www.contractsfinder.service.gov.uk/Notice/9b053f57-ea16-470c-99cd-

7662b69f1d5a 

 HOME OFFICE 

 Asylum: Children 

Yvette Cooper:         [132984] 

To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, pursuant to the Answer of 13 

March 2018 to Question 131300, how many of the 148 arrivals into the UK from Greece 

under the Dublin Regulation in Q4 of 2017 were children. 

Caroline Nokes: 

The Dublin III Regulation is a long-standing mechanism between EU Member States 

to determine responsibility for examining asylum claims. 

The Home Office published comprehensive data on the number of transfers into the 

UK from other Dublin states as part of the most recent quarterly Immigration Statistics 

release on 22/02/2018. The relevant statistics can be found at as_22_q, asylum 

volume 5 at the following link: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/immigration-statistics-october-to-december-

2017-data-tables 

The published statistics are broken down by each article of the Regulation and it is 

Article 8 which outlines the criteria for the Member State responsible for examining 

the asylum claims for unaccompanied minors. 
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It is important to note that the full data set includes children transferred as dependent 

family members under other articles of the Regulation, however a breakdown of 

these families by age is not published. 

 Engineers and Scientists: Visas 

Paul Blomfield:         [132362] 

To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, pursuant to the Answer of 26 

February 2018 to Question 128931, on Engineers and Scientists: Visas, for what reason 

her Department is no longer able to provide the statistics it provided in the Answer of 21 

September 2015 to Question 9220 on that same topic. 

Caroline Nokes: 

Data is no longer provided in the format requested. Published data on sponsorship 

applications can be found in the immigration statistics release. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/employer-sponsorship-restricted-

certificate-allocations/allocations-of-restricted-certificates-of-sponsorship 

 Grenfell Tower: Fires 

Emma Dent Coad:         [132724] 

To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, whether she plans to publish 

statistics on applications by survivors and relatives of victims and survivors under the 

Grenfell Tower relatives policy. 

Caroline Nokes: 

We have plans to publish statistics about applications made by survivors and 

relatives of victims and survivors in due course, once the data has been properly 

assured. 

 Immigration: Children 

Sarah Jones:         [133094] 

To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, whether the Government 

supports objective 13(g) of the UN's draft Global Compact for Safe, Orderly and Regular 

Migration to end the practice of child detention in the context of international migration. 

Caroline Nokes: 

The Government broadly supports the principle of ending child detention for 

immigration purposes. The routine detention of children for immigration purposes in 

the UK ended in 2010. Under current policy, children may only be detained in a 

limited number of exceptional circumstances, and for the shortest period necessary. 
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 National Retail Crime Steering Group 

Steve McCabe:         [132685] 

To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what progress her Department 

has made on helping develop a five-year strategy for the National Retail Crime Steering 

Group. 

Victoria Atkins: 

I am the co-chair of the National Retail Crime Steering Group with the British Retail 

Consortium. It is an important group that brings together representatives from 

government departments, the police and the retail sector to focus on the crime issues 

that affect retailers. The Steering Group has a work plan that has been developed in 

consultation with its members. This helps to ensure that the work is focused on the 

retail sector’s crime priorities, such as tackling violence and abuse against retail staff. 

 Offenders: Deportation 

Priti Patel:         [132735] 

To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, how many foreign national 

offenders were deported to each country in each of the last five years. 

Caroline Nokes: 

The Home Office does not disclose country specific information regarding deportation 

of foreign national offenders as its disclosure could prejudice relations between the 

UK and foreign governments. 

Priti Patel:         [132738] 

To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, how long it takes on average to 

deport a foreign national offender between their release from custody and their departure 

from the UK in each of the last five years. 

Caroline Nokes: 

The Home Office routinely publish quarterly figures on the average length of time to 

deport a foreign national offender. Figures for the latest quarter can be found by 

accessing the following link: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/immigration-enforcement-data-february-

2018 

 Passports: Postal Services 

Mr David Lammy:         [132369] 

To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, pursuant to the Answer of 6 

March to Question 130076, whether her Department collects data on lost data, personal 

documents and application forms. 
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Caroline Nokes: 

The Home Office does collect information on lost data, personal documents and 

applications forms. However, this information is held on internal systems. Only 

information relating to numbers of personal data related incidents is published as part 

of the HO Annual Report and Accounts. 

 Police: Biometrics 

Mr David Lammy:         [132554] 

To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, how many and what proportion 

of people from each ethnic group have a custody image on the Police National Database. 

Mr Nick Hurd: 

Information is not available on the ethnicity of those with custody images on the 

Police National Database (PND). 

Mr David Lammy:         [132555] 

To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what assessment she has made 

of the effectiveness of the policy to enable individuals who did not receive a criminal 

conviction to request the deletion of their custody images from the National Police 

Database. 

Mr Nick Hurd: 

The policy of enabling requests for deletion of custody images is intended to strike a 

balance between the rights of unconvicted individuals, and the costs which the police 

would incur if they were required to delete such images whether or not the person 

requested deletion. The government considers the policy achieves this objective. 

 Yarl's Wood Immigration Removal Centre 

Yvette Cooper:         [132983] 

To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, pursuant to the Answer 13 

March 2018 to Question 131298 on Yarl's Wood Immigration Removal Centre; of the 98 

reports made by a medical practitioner under Rule 35 in Yarl's Wood during Q3 of 2017, 

how many caseworker reviews of the appropriateness of continued detention led to a 

detainee's release from detention. 

Caroline Nokes: 

Rule 35 of the Detention Centre Rules 2001 sets out the process by which doctors in 

immigration removal centres must report to the Home Office cases in which they 

have concerns that: 

 a detainee’s health is likely to be injuriously affected by detention (35(1)); 

 a detainee is suspected of having suicidal intentions (35(2)); or 

 a detainee may have been the victim of torture (35(3)). 
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On receipt of a Rule 35 report, the Home Office caseworker must review the 

appropriateness of the detainee’s continued detention in conjunction with 

consideration of the adults at risk in immigration detention policy. 

The total number of releases from all Immigration Removal Centres (IRC) because of 

Rule 35 during Q3 2017 is 102 and is published as part of the Transparency 

publication under the category ‘Reports made by a medical practitioner under Rule 35 

by place of detention’. This can be found at the following link: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/migration-transparency-data 

Management information indicates that of the 102 total releases in Q3 2017, 26 of 

these were from Yarl’s Wood IRC. This information has not been assured to the 

standard of Official Statistics and as internal management information is subject to 

change. 

 Yarl's Wood Immigration Removal Centre: Mobile Phones 

Tony Lloyd:         [133042] 

To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what plans she has to restore 

normal mobile connectivity in Yarl's Wood Immigration Removal Centre. 

Caroline Nokes: 

Flooding at the site of a mobile telephone mast close to Yarl’s Wood immigration 

removal centre has resulted in intermittent mobile telephone signals affecting three 

mobile phone network providers. Repairs are underway and normal service is 

expected to resume shortly. 

In the meantime, arrangements are in place at the centre to ensure that any detainee 

whose mobile phone service is affected can continue to make landline telephone 

calls and access other means of communication. 

Detention Services Order 08/2012 sets out the Home Office’s policy on detainees’ 

possession of mobile phones in immigration removal centres. Detainees are able to 

retain their own mobile telephones throughout their detention, provided their handset 

has no recording facility and/or access to the internet. Where a detainee’s handset 

does not comply with these restrictions they are provided with a suitable handset by 

the immigration removal centre supplier so that they may maintain contact with 

friends, family and other means of support. 

 HOUSE OF COMMONS COMMISSION 

 House of Commons: Catering 

Chris Stephens:         [133055] 

To ask the right hon. Member for Carshalton and Wallington, representing the House of 

Commons Commission, pursuant to the Answer of 12 March 2018 to Question 131599 on 

House of Commons: Catering, what guidance is available to customers who wish to pay a 

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/migration-transparency-data
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/migration-transparency-data
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2018-03-16/133042
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2018-03-16/133055


(a) tip and (b) gratuity to House of Commons catering staff by (i) cash and (ii) debit or 

credit card; and if he will make a statement. 

Tom Brake: 

On all dining room bills and menus the following information is written: 

‘Tips given in cash are shared amongst all front of house staff, tips given on credit 

cards are distributed to permanent front of house staff’ 

When paying by debit or credit card only, the payment handheld machine will ask if 

the customer wishes to pay a tip or gratuity, yes or no. 

The facility for paying tips or gratuities is only available in dining rooms and bars. 

There is no facility to be able to pay for a tip or gratuity in most cafeterias or café 

bars. This is due to these venues being deemed as self-help although tip boxes are 

available for customers to give tips in some venues and this is shared amongst the 

staff. 

On all banqueting events a 12.5% service charge on room hire and food and 

beverage spend is applied and distributed to staff via their monthly pay. 

Catering staff have been made aware of these arrangements to help inform 

customers. 

Chris Stephens:         [133057] 

To ask the right hon. Member for Carshalton and Wallington, representing the House of 

Commons Commission, pursuant to the Answer of 12 March 2018 to Question 131599 on 

House of Commons: Catering, how long a House of Commons catering staff member has 

to wait to receive a (a) tip and (b) gratuity from a customer using a bank card; and if he 

will make a statement. 

Tom Brake: 

Catering Staff receive their tip or gratuity from a customer using a bank card within 4–

6 weeks. 

Chris Stephens:         [133058] 

To ask the right hon. Member for Carshalton and Wallington, representing the House of 

Commons Commission, further to the Answer of 14 March 2018 to Question 131599, on 

House of Commons: Catering, what (a) policies and (b) procedures are in place to ensure 

House of Commons catering services staff are paid any (i) tips and (ii) gratuities from a 

paying customer; and if he will make a statement. 

Tom Brake: 

The Catering Service ensures that all tips and gratuities given to staff are paid to 

staff. 

Payments from tips and gratuities are administered in the following way. 

 Currently, tips and gratuities given by customers are distributed between directly 

employed front-of-house staff in all catering venues. 
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 Where a gratuity is given by card or on account these payments are collated and 

recorded centrally and then the value of each tip distributed between the relevant 

named staff members each month. Managers currently have an element of 

discretion in this process. Cash tips are treated separately in each venue and 

distributed amongst the team at the discretion of the venue manager. 

 The terms for agency staff are different. They do not receive gratuities given by 

card or on account, though they may receive cash tips at the discretion of the 

venue manager, because payments are made on a monthly basis using the PAYE 

system. Distributing small sums between agency staff, who are not paid directly by 

the House and may only work one shift during the month, would be administratively 

burdensome. 

 HOUSING, COMMUNITIES AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

 Community Relations 

Caroline Lucas:         [132698] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and Local Government, with 

reference to his Department’s press release of 14 March 2017, how much of the £50 

million of funding allocated to support the new Integrated Communities Strategy will be 

used to expand English for Speakers of Other Languages teaching. 

Mrs Heather Wheeler: 

The £50 million funding over the next two years supports the priorities set out in the 

strategy, including investment to support a new wave of the Community-based 

English language, the Integration Areas programme and establishing a new 

Integration Innovation Fund to stimulate and test innovative approaches to promoting 

integration. We will announce more details of how the funding is allocated following 

the consultation which closes on 6 June 2018. 

 Discrimination: Finance 

Yasmin Qureshi:         [132311] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and Local Government, how 

much funding his Department has allocated to tackle (a) Islamophobia, (b) sexual 

orientation discrimination and (c) antisemitism in each year since 2010. 

Mrs Heather Wheeler: 

We treat all hate crime with equal seriousness; there is no place for treating victims 

differently regardless of their race, religion, sexual orientation, disability or gender 

identity. Our funding of projects reflects this approach and that is why we fund a 

number of initiatives that combat hate crime across all five strands and do not 

allocate specific funding to target specific areas. Our work to combat religiously 

motivated hatred tackles anti-Muslim hatred and anti-Semitism, alongside hatred 

directed at any person or group based on their religion. 
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Since 2010 the Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government has 

provided £3.7 million to local projects to challenge hate crime. We expect to spend a 

further £1.5 million by March 2018. This includes support for programmes such as the 

Anne Frank Trust's Switch Off Prejudice programme which encourages young people 

to consider the consequences of prejudice, persecution and discrimination, support 

for community organisations such as Tell MAMA and the Community Security Trust, 

and establishing the Hate Crime Support Group which networks organisations 

tackling hatred across all five protected categories to share best practice and offer 

the best support for victims. 

 EU Grants and Loans: Wales 

Jo Stevens:         [133088] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and Local Government, whether 

he has had any discussions with the (a) Welsh Government and (b) Welsh Local 

Government Association on the operation of the Shared Prosperity Fund. 

Jo Stevens:         [133089] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and Local Government, whether 

the Government plans to permit the Welsh Assembly Government to bid for funds under 

the Shared Prosperity Fund programme. 

Jake Berry: 

The Government continues to work on the design and priorities of the UK Shared 

Prosperity Fund (UKSPF). We will want to discuss with the devolved administrations 

how the Fund might work in their nations, recognising their expertise in delivering the 

structural funds. 

The Government will consult publically on the design and priorities of the UKSPF 

later this year, as announced in the Industrial Strategy white paper, to make sure it 

meets the needs of all parts of the UK. 

 Islam: Religious Hatred 

Yasmin Qureshi:         [132316] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and Local Government, what 

steps the Government is taking to prevent the growth of extreme anti-Muslim views in (a) 

print, (b) broadcast and (c) social media. 

Mrs Heather Wheeler: 

The Government recognises the harm caused by anti-Muslim views across all forms 

of media including print, broadcast and social media and our Hate Crime Action Plan 

makes clear our commitment to reducing this harm. We are working with The Society 

of Editors and the Independent Press Standards Organisation (IPSO) to improve 

journalists' understanding of minority groups and to devise training to help journalists 

gain a better understanding of Islam. We have also been instrumental in ensuring 

that four of the main internet service providers, Facebook, Google, Twitter and 
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Microsoft, remove illegal hate speech including Islamophobic content from their 

platforms within 24 hours. 

 Leasehold: Property Rights 

Seema Malhotra:         [133006] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and Local Government, what 

steps his Department is taking to reform leaseholder rights. 

Mrs Heather Wheeler: 

On 21 December 2017, the Government announced plans to tackle unfair practices in 

the leasehold sector, including banning the sale of new build leasehold houses, 

reducing ground rents on new leasehold homes to a peppercorn, and addressing 

loopholes in the law to improve fairness and transparency for leaseholders and 

freeholders. We are also working with the Law Commission to support existing 

leaseholders, including making buying a freehold or extending a lease easier, faster, 

fairer and cheaper, and reinvigorating Commonhold to provide greater choice for 

consumers. We will bring forward legislation as soon as Parliamentary time allows. 

On 29 November 2017, my Department closed a call for evidence on protecting 

consumers in the letting and managing agent market, which sought views on a range 

of issues affecting leaseholders. The responses are currently being analysed and an 

announcement is expected to be made shortly. 

 Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government: Assets 

Peter Dowd:         [133022] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and Local Government, how 

much money his Department has raised from the sale of (a) assets, (b) land and (c) 

buildings in each year since 2010. 

Jake Berry: 

 [Holding answer 21 March 2018]: The Department publishes Annual Report and 

Accounts each year. In the accounts, the Cashflow Statement provides figures 

against the following lines for the Departmental Group: 

 Proceeds from sale of property, plant and equipment 

 Proceeds from sale of intangible assets 

 Proceeds from sale of financial assets/investments 

 Proceeds from sale of assets held for sale 

 All MHCLG Annual Report and Accounts from 2010-11 can be found here: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/dclg-annual-reports-and-accounts 

Disaggregating these figures for each of MHCLG's Arm's Length Bodies could only 

be achieved at disproportionate cost. 
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 Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government: Buildings 

Jon Trickett:         [132215] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and Local Government, what 

proportion of his Department's estate is (a) rented, (b) owned and (c) occupied through 

any other type of agreement. 

Jake Berry: 

The information requested is set out in the table below. 

 LEASEHOLD % FREEHOLD % MOTO* % TOTAL 

MHCLG (All 

incl Housing 

England 

Regeneration) 

18 0.9 1949 98.3 28 1.4 1982 

MHCLG (All 

excl Housing 

England 

Regeneration) 

17 34.0 5 10.0 28 56.0 50 

 

*Memorandum of Terms of Occupation 

 INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

 International Assistance: Internally Displaced People 

Nick Thomas-Symonds:         [132654] 

To ask the Secretary of State for International Development, what steps her Department 

is taking with foreign governments to help internally displaced people overseas. 

Alistair Burt: 

The UK is committed to meeting the needs of displaced populations, including 

internally displaced persons (IDPs). 2018 is the 20th anniversary of the International 

Guiding Principles on Internal Displacement and we hope to see a step up in global 

attention on this issue. In particular, the UK is supportive of the idea of a UN High 

Level Panel on IDPs to galvanise political and operational action and we are 

discussing this closely with other interested States and UN agencies. 
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 INTERNATIONAL TRADE 

 Import Duties: USA 

Barry Gardiner:         [133083] 

To ask the Secretary of State for International Trade, what discussions he has had with 

his US counterpart on the potential for some countries to receive exemptions from the 

tariffs imposed on steel and aluminium imports; and what assessment his Department 

has made of the potential effect of those counties receiving such an exemption on the 

countries that are not exempt. 

Greg Hands: 

The Prime Minister has raised her concerns directly with President Trump and my 

Right Honourable Friend, the Secretary of State for International Trade has spoken 

on several occasions to the Commerce Secretary and to the US Trade 

Representative about the investigation, including when he travelled to Washington 

last week for face-to-face meetings with both, to make the case for the UK as part of 

the EU. 

Since the President asked the Department of Commerce to launch the investigation 

into the national security impact of steel and aluminium imports last April, the 

Government have made clear to the Administration on repeated occasions, the 

potentially damaging impact of tariffs on the UK and the EU steel and aluminium 

industries. As part of its response to these US measures, the EU can apply a 

safeguard measure of its own to protect the steel and aluminium industries from 

being damaged by an influx of exports to the EU, caused by the displacing effect of 

US tariffs. 

 Iron and Steel: Exports 

Barry Gardiner:         [133084] 

To ask the Secretary of State for International Trade, how he plans to increase market 

access for UK steel to existing and new markets in order to make up for any loss of 

market access in the US. 

Graham Stuart: 

HM Government has been supporting the case for free trade globally by taking up the 

case with the US Government. Last week the Secretary of State was in the US 

supporting our steel manufacturers and made the case that there should be an 

exemption from the provisions of S232 for the EU. 

UK steel companies will receive full support overseas through our international 

network and we also assist UK companies to work together in consortia to unlock 

larger opportunities. Additionally, UK Export Finance can help exporters in the steel 

sector to trade internationally through provision of competitive financial support and 

insurance. 
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 Metals: Imports 

Barry Gardiner:         [133081] 

To ask the Secretary of State for International Trade, what discussions he has had with 

his counterparts in the EU on imposing safeguards on steel and aluminium imports into 

the EU in order to protect our industries from redirected imports. 

Barry Gardiner:         [133082] 

To ask the Secretary of State for International Trade, what discussions he has had with 

the European Commission on the potential for bringing a case to the WTO against the 

USA in respect of steel tariffs. 

Greg Hands: 

My Rt Hon. Friend the Secretary of State for International Trade has been in close 

contact with Commissioner Malmstroem and has spoken to her directly about this 

matter by telephone. 

This Department’s officials have been and will continue to be in close contact with 

their EU counterparts, through bilateral conversations and in the relevant Council 

bodies, such as the Trade Policy Committee. We will continue to be engaged on this 

matter and will work closely with the EU on how we can protect our industry from 

S232 provisions. 

 Small Businesses: Exports 

Emma Little Pengelly:         [132293] 

To ask the Secretary of State for International Trade, what steps he is taking to support 

small and medium-sized enterprises' to export after the UK leaves the EU. 

Graham Stuart: 

I refer [my honourable friend] to the answer my Rt Hon Friend the Minister of State for 

Trade Policy gave to the hon Member for Newcastle upon Tyne North (Catherine 

McKinnell) on 12 March 2018 to Question 131181. 

 JUSTICE 

 Victim Support Schemes 

Richard Burgon:         [132511] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Justice, how many victim liaison officers have been 

employed to work in each constituency in each year since 1 June 2014. 

Richard Burgon:         [132513] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Justice, how many victim liaison officers have been 

employed to work in each region in each year since 1 June 2014. 
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Dr Phillip Lee: 

Information is provided for each complete year since the formation of the National 

Probation Service in 2014. As explained in response to previous Questions, 

information relating to the preceding period is not available. 

There are 573 Parliamentary constituencies in England & Wales. In 2015-16 and 

2016-17, there were 169 Victim Liaison Officers in England & Wales (1 for every 3.4 

constituencies); in 2017-18 there were 189 (1 for every 3 constituencies). 

The following table provides a breakdown by NPS Division (Region). 

 VICTIM LIAISON OFFICER STAFF RESOURCE BY NPS 

DIVISION  

NPS Division 2015-16 2016-17 2017-18  

NPS London Division 17 17 23  

NPS Midland Division 25 25 32  

NPS North East Division 39 39 39  

NPS North West Division 38 38 35  

NPS South East & Eastern Division 14 14 30  

NPS South West & South Central 

Division 

22 22 22  

NPS Wales Division 14 14 10  

Total for NPS England and Wales  169 169 189  

 

Note: Figures in 2017-18 do not add up to total owing to rounding. 

The Government is carrying out a review of the Transparency of the Parole Board 

and victim support, which we expect will be concluded by Easter, when will set out 

our next steps. 

We have already made good progress in making victim contact more compassionate, 

clearer and more informative, the ongoing review will ensure we improve services 

and better support victims. 

The staffing budget dedicated to the Victim Contact Scheme has increased from £8.0 

million to £9.6 million since the creation of the NPS in 2014 and the number of VLOs 

has increased nationally from 169 to 189 staff over the same period. 

There has also been a significant increase in the number of administrative staff, from 

47 to 76 posts, employed to support the work of VLOs, which has freed up VLOs so 

they can focus on better supporting victims. 



Richard Burgon:         [132512] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Justice, what the average salary for a victim liaison 

officer has been in each year since 1 June 2014. 

Dr Phillip Lee: 

Victim Liaison Officers are graded at probation service officer (PSO) pay band 3. The 

following table shows average salary at that pay band during the years in question: 

 14-15 15-16 16-17 17-18 

 £ £ £ £ 

Band 3 PSO Overall Average 25,101 25,033 25,250 25,250 

 

Prior to the implementation of Phase 1 of the E3 Programme recommendation in 

relation to VLO grading (2016), a minority of VLOs in certain parts of the country were 

graded at pay band 4. These staff received three years’ pay protection following the 

change. Average salaries at pay band 4 during the years in question were as follows: 

BAND 4 OTHER OVERALL AVERAGE 32,900 32,949 32,680 32,679  

 

These are average figures: variations may reflect changes in average length of 

service. Note: Based on full time equivalent salary and London weighting where 

relevant. All other allowances are excluded  

 

The Government is carrying out a review of the Transparency of the Parole Board 

and victim support, which we expect will be concluded by Easter, when will set out 

our next steps. We have already made good progress in making victim contact more 

compassionate, clearer and more informative, the ongoing review will ensure we 

improve services and better support victims. 

The staffing budget dedicated to the Victim Contact Scheme has increased from £8.0 

million to £9.6 million since the creation of the NPS in 2014 and the number of VLOs 

has increased nationally from 169 to 189 staff over the same period. 

There has also been a significant increase in the number of administrative staff, from 

47 to 76 posts, employed to support the work of VLOs, which has freed up VLOs so 

they can focus on better supporting victims. 
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 SCOTLAND 

 Scotland Office: Assets 

Peter Dowd:         [133032] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Scotland, how much money his Department has raised 

from the sale of (a) assets, (b) land and (c) buildings in each year since 2010. 

David Mundell: 

The Scotland Office has not made any sales of a) assets, b) land or c) buildings since 

2010. 

 Scotland Office: Employment Agencies 

Jo Stevens:         [133091] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Scotland, if he will list the external recruitment agencies 

that are used by his Department's non-departmental public bodies. 

David Mundell: 

The Boundary Commission for Scotland is an advisory non-departmental public body, 

sponsored by the Office of the Secretary of State for Scotland. My office runs the 

appointment process for commissioners as part of our sponsorship role. All 

Commissioner posts are advertised externally, in line with the public appointments 

process. 

My office is not responsible for recruiting staff for the Boundary Commission for 

Scotland Secretariat. 

 TRANSPORT 

 Department for Transport : Buildings 

Jon Trickett:         [132227] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Transport, what proportion of his Department's estate is 

(a) rented, (b) owned and (c) occupied through any other type of agreement. 

Ms Nusrat Ghani: 

As part of the Government’s Transparency Agenda information about Department for 

Transport properties is published on the data.gov.uk website. 

Information on the properties rented, owned and occupied through any other type of 

agreement is available via the following web link: 

https://data.gov.uk/dataset/epimstransparency 

 Department for Transport: Assets 

Peter Dowd:         [133023] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Transport, how much money his Department has raised 

from the sale of (a) assets, (b) land and (c) buildings in each year since 2010. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2018-03-16/133032
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2018-03-16/133091
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2018-03-13/132227
https://data.gov.uk/dataset/epimstransparency
https://data.gov.uk/dataset/epimstransparency
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2018-03-16/133023


Ms Nusrat Ghani: 

The information requested can only be provided at disproportionate cost. 

 Taxis: Wheelchairs 

Mr Charles Walker:         [132383] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Transport, what recent assessment he has made of the 

effectiveness of s165 of the Equality Act 2010 in ensuring that wheelchair users are able 

to hire taxis. 

Ms Nusrat Ghani: 

Wheelchair users should be able to travel by taxi and private hire vehicle free from 

the fear of discrimination, which is why we commenced the remaining provisions of 

s.165 and s.167 of the Equality Act 2010 last year. An increasing number of licensing 

authorities are applying the requirements to drivers within their jurisdiction and we 

encourage the remainder to do likewise. Producing the list of wheelchair accessible 

vehicles provides greater protection and also increases awareness among drivers 

and vehicle owners of the duties and responsibilities this places on them. 

We meet regularly with our statutory advisors, the Disabled Persons’ Transport 

Advisory Committee, regarding this and other issues affecting the travelling 

experience of disabled passengers, and we will continue to monitor the efficacy of the 

policy. 

 Trains: North of England 

Diana Johnson:         [132985] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Transport, pursuant to the Answer of 5 March 2018 to 

Question 130371, how many (a) new and (b) refurbished TransPennine Express trains 

will be released by the year 2020. 

Joseph Johnson: 

By 31st March 2020, TransPennine Express expect to have 44 new trains available, 

with 29 of their older trains refurbished ‘as new’. 

 TREASURY 

 Children: Day Care 

Angela Rayner:         [133041] 

To ask Mr Chancellor of the Exchequer, pursuant to the oral contribution of the Secretary 

of State for Work and Pensions of 13 March 2018, Official Report, column 767, what the 

specific circumstances affecting public sector employees in relation to childcare vouchers 

are; and what steps he is planning to take to address them. 

Angela Rayner:         [133044] 

To ask Mr Chancellor of the Exchequer, pursuant to the oral contribution made by the 

Secretary of State for Education of 13 March 2018, Official Report, Column 804, what 
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steps he plans to take to review his policy on the closure of childcare vouchers during the 

six-month delay. 

Elizabeth Truss: 

We are replacing childcare vouchers with Tax-Free Childcare, which will provide 

support to nearly 1 million more families than currently use childcare vouchers. 

Childcare vouchers will remain open to new entrants for a further 6 months, and close 

to new entrants in October. 

Tax-Free Childcare is now fully rolled out, and we will keep it under review to ensure 

it’s delivering the support needed for working families. 

We are also listening to colleagues in Northern Ireland, regarding the circumstances 

of public sector employers, and have committed to ongoing engagement with them to 

look at these issues as tax-free childcare continues to roll out to replace employer-

supported childcare. 

 Gift Aid 

Layla Moran:         [133004] 

To ask Mr Chancellor of the Exchequer, what (a) assessment he has made of the 

potential benefits to charities and (b) estimate he has made of the potential cost to the 

public purse of introducing a de minimis limit of £20 on retail Gift Aid claims made by 

charity shops. 

Robert Jenrick: 

The Government keeps all taxes and tax reliefs under review. 

In 2017 HMRC set up a Working Group with the charity sector to improve people’s 

understanding of Gift Aid and to review any areas of the process that can be 

improved. One of the issues that has come up as part of that working group is the 

question of whether charity shops could stop sending letters to their donors if the 

goods that have been donated have been sold for less than a certain amount, for 

example £20. 

The working group is continuing to explore all options, and officials are meeting with 

members of the working group to discuss this specific issue in April. 

 Income Tax: Thornbury and Yate 

Luke Hall:         [132326] 

To ask Mr Chancellor of the Exchequer, how many people are estimated to benefit from 

the rise in the tax free personal allowance during the 2017-2018 financial year in 

Thornbury and Yate constituency. 

Luke Hall:         [132327] 

To ask Mr Chancellor of the Exchequer, how many people are estimated to benefit from 

the rise in the tax free personal allowance during the 2017-2018 financial year in south 

Gloucestershire. 
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Luke Hall:         [132328] 

To ask Mr Chancellor of the Exchequer, what estimate he has made of the number of 

people in the South West who benefited from the increase in the tax free personal 

allowance in 2017-18. 

Mel Stride: 

Since the start of the 2015 Parliament, increases to the personal allowance (up to 

£11,500 in 2017-18) are expected to cut income tax for 2.7 million individuals in the 

South West, which includes Gloucestershire and the Parliamentary Constituency of 

Thornbury and Yate. 

These estimates are based on the 2013-14 Survey of Personal Incomes, projected 

using economic assumptions consistent with the Office for Budget Responsibility’s 

March 2016 Economic and Fiscal Outlook. 

HM Treasury does not publish this information at constituency level or unitary 

authority level. 

 Mineworkers' Pension Scheme 

Grahame Morris:         [132409] 

To ask Mr Chancellor of the Exchequer, if he will provide a bespoke HMRC helpline for 

recipients of a Mineworkers' Pension who have received incorrect tax information. 

Mel Stride: 

HM Revenue and Customs (HMRC) is aware of this issue, which was caused by a 

payroll provider giving HMRC incorrect information. At present there are no plans to 

set up a bespoke helpline. However, customers who are concerned about their tax 

position can access their Personal Tax Account by visiting www.Gov.UK or contact 

HMRC on the helpline 0300 200 3300. HMRC will be issuing the correct tax codes to 

all those affected and will make sure no one loses out as a result of this issue. 

Grahame Morris:         [132410] 

To ask Mr Chancellor of the Exchequer, when HMRC plans to issue revised tax 

statements to people in receipt of a Mineworkers' Pension who have received incorrect 

tax information. 

Grahame Morris:         [132411] 

To ask Mr Chancellor of the Exchequer, what estimate his Department has made of the 

number of people in receipt of a Mineworkers' Pension who have received incorrect tax 

information. 

Mel Stride: 

HM Revenue and Customs (HMRC) is aware that members of the Mineworkers 

Pension scheme were sent incorrect tax statements because inaccurate data was 

provided to HMRC. They are currently working with the pension provider to correct 

the position after which revised tax statements will be issued. Nobody will lose out as 

a result. 
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Grahame Morris:         [132412] 

To ask Mr Chancellor of the Exchequer, if the Government will make compensation 

available for the (a) distress caused and (b) additional costs incurred by recipients of a 

mineworkers pension who have received incorrect tax information. 

Mel Stride: 

As a matter of principle, HMRC consider redress where they have made a mistake 

and/or caused an unreasonable delay when dealing with a customer’s tax affairs. In 

such circumstances, redress could be made to cover costs directly incurred because 

of their mistake/unreasonable delay, and would also consider the impact of the 

mistake on the customer. 

 Ports: Wales 

Jo Stevens:         [133086] 

To ask Mr Chancellor of the Exchequer, whether his Department has made an 

assessment of the state of readiness of Holyhead and Pembroke docks to enforce 

custom checks in the event that the UK does not agree a deal with the European Union. 

Mel Stride: 

The Government is clear that the UK’s future customs arrangements should be as 

frictionless as possible, ensuring the continued free flow of trade at all UK borders, 

including Holyhead and Pembroke docks. The Government has engaged with a large 

number of businesses, ports, airports and other organisations across the UK, 

including from Wales, to support the smooth and orderly implementation of any new 

arrangements. 

 Renewable Energy: VAT 

Grahame Morris:         [132413] 

To ask Mr Chancellor of the Exchequer, if he will take steps to reduce VAT on (a) power 

walls and (b) other renewable energy products intended for domestic use. 

Mel Stride: 

The government applies a reduced rate of VAT to the installation of a number of 

energy-saving materials, including insulation and solar panels. While all taxes are 

kept under review, the application of further reduced rates is strictly limited by EU 

law. 

Our future relationship with the EU, including on VAT, is subject to negotiation. Any 

future decisions on VAT will continue to be taken in line with the normal Budget 

process. 

 Treasury: Assets 

Peter Dowd:         [133017] 

To ask Mr Chancellor of the Exchequer, how much money his Department has raised 

from the sale of (a) assets, (b) land and (c) buildings in each year since 2010. 
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Robert Jenrick: 

Proceeds raised from the sale of (a) assets, (b) land and (c) buildings is provided in 

the table below. The number provided for (a) assets includes intangible assets, IT 

equipment assets, plant machinery and vehicles and furniture, fixtures and fittings. It 

does not include proceeds from the sale of financial assets. 

 OTHER ASSETS (£) LAND (£) BUILDINGS (£) 

2009-10 7,000 - - 

2010-11 - - - 

2011-12 - - - 

2012-13 60,712 - - 

2013-14 - - - 

2014-15 - - - 

2015-16 - - - 

2016-17 - - - 

 

Further information relating to sale of assets can be found in the Treasury’s Annual 

Reports and Accounts. 

www.gov.uk/government/collections/hmt-annual-report 

 WALES 

 Ports: Wales 

Jo Stevens:         [133085] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Wales, what discussions he has had with the (a) 

Secretary of State for Transport and (b) Welsh Government on checking freight at 

Holyhead and Pembroke docks after the UK leaves the EU. 

Stuart Andrew: 

Minsters in the Office for the Secretary of State for Wales have regular discussions 

with Cabinet colleagues and Cabinet Secretaries in the Welsh Government on a 

number of issues related to the impact on Wales of the UK leaving the EU. 

The Government is committed to ensuring that withdrawal from the EU is a 

successful and smooth process for all parts of the UK, and we are conscious that a 

significant proportion of the traffic at some ports is not currently subject to customs 

controls. We want to ensure that traffic continues to flow freely at all UK ports and 

airports, including Holyhead, Fishguard and Pembroke Dock, and we will seek to 

ensure that customs arrangements and mechanisms are as frictionless as possible, 
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and that trade fluidity is maintained. Officials in the Wales Office and colleagues 

across Government are working with port operators and other stakeholders in Wales 

to support the smooth and orderly implementation of these new arrangements. 

 Wales Office: Assets 

Peter Dowd:         [133029] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Wales, how much money his Department has raised 

from the sale of (a) assets, (b) land and (c) buildings in each year since 2010. 

Stuart Andrew: 

The Wales Office has not sold any assets, land or buildings since 2010. 

 Wales Office: Buildings 

Jon Trickett:         [132229] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Wales, what proportion of his Department's estate is (a) 

rented, (b) owned and (c) occupied through any other type of agreement. 

Stuart Andrew: 

The Wales Office is a Government Department with offices in London and Cardiff. 

We own our London office and rent space for our Cardiff office. 

 Wales Office: Cleaning Services 

Catherine West:         [132868] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Wales, what information he holds on the rate of 

remuneration for cleaners in his Department. 

Stuart Andrew: 

Cleaning services within the Wales Office are undertaken by outsourced providers 

under Ministry of Justice contracts. 

Rates of pay for cleaners are determined by their respective employers and are not 

held by the Wales Office or Ministry of Justice. 

All employers are obligated to pay at least the National Minimum Wage and National 

Living Wage. 

 WORK AND PENSIONS 

 Asylum: National Insurance 

Luke Pollard:         [132644] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Work and Pensions, if she will issue national insurance 

numbers to all asylum seekers when they are granted refugee status. 

Kit Malthouse: 

For those refugees granted leave to remain as a result of a successful asylum claim, 

a joint fast track National Insurance Number (NINo) application process operates 
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between DWP and the Home Office. This process has been in place since 2005 but 

only included the main asylum applicant. This was extended to cover all adult 

dependants (aged 16 or over) in the refugee’s family from 15 January 2018. 

Additionally from this date the NINo is now printed on the reverse of the refugees 

Biometric Residence Permit (BRP). 

James Frith:         [132805] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Work and Pensions, how many asylum seekers who 

have indefinite leave to remain are awaiting the allocation of a national insurance 

number. 

Kit Malthouse: 

The department does not hold the information, however for those granted leave to 

remain as a result of a successful asylum claim, a joint fast track NINo application 

process operates between DWP and the Home Office. From 15 January 2018 the 

process is applicable to the principal family member and any adult dependants aged 

16 or over in the refugees family, with the NINo being allocated within 48 hours of 

receipt of the application. 

 BBC Children in Need Appeal and National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to 

Children 

Seema Malhotra:         [132960] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Work and Pensions, what meetings he has had with (a) 

NSPCC and (b) Children in Need in the last 12 months. 

Kit Malthouse: 

No meetings have taken place in the last 12 months between the Secretary of State 

for Work and Pensions, the NSPCC and Children in Need . 

 Children: Maintenance 

Chris Elmore:         [132530] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Work and Pensions, what steps she has taken to reduce 

the number of people declaring incorrect incomes to avoid child support payments in the 

last 12 months. 

Chris Elmore:         [132531] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Work and Pensions, what estimate she has made of the 

number of people using limited companies to declare incorrect incomes to avoid child 

support payments in the last 12 months. 

Kit Malthouse: 

The Department does not collect data on paying parents who use limited companies. 

The Child Maintenance Service obtains income information directly from HMRC and 

includes almost all sources of income declared to that Department for tax purposes. 

The specially trained Financial Investigation Unit (FIU) is able to look into cases 
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where there is concern about a parent’s income. The FIU has been expanded since it 

was set up in 2014; and between October and December 2017 it opened over 1200 

complex earner investigations. We recently consulted on a new Child Maintenance 

Compliance and Arrears strategy which proposed further improvements to the 

treatment of the income of complex earners, such as high value assets owned by a 

parent being used to create a notional income. Our response to the consultation will 

be published in due course. 

 Children: Poverty 

Seema Malhotra:         [132963] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Work and Pensions, what steps her Department is 

taking to help end child poverty. 

Kit Malthouse: 

This Government is committed to action that improves long-term outcomes for 

children and families by focusing on tackling the root causes of poverty and 

disadvantage. This is why we introduced statutory measures to drive action on 

parental worklessness and children’s educational attainment – the areas that can 

make the biggest difference. 

Improving Lives: Helping Workless Families, published in April 2017 set out the 

framework for a continued focus on improving outcomes for disadvantaged families 

and their children both now and in the future. This included an additional seven non-

statutory national indicators to track progress over time. 

We are also undertaking the most ambitious reform to the welfare system in decades 

- so that it supports people to find and to stay in work. We believe that work offers 

families the best opportunity to get out of poverty and become self-reliant. Children 

living in households where all adults work are five times less likely to be in poverty 

than those in workless households. 

 Employment and Support Allowance 

Emma Dent Coad:         [132726] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Work and Pensions, pursuant to the Answer of 14 

February 2018 to Question 127010, on employment and support allowance, how many 

ESA65B letters her Department has sent to doctors. 

Emma Dent Coad:         [132727] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Work and Pensions, pursuant to the Answer of 14 

February 2018 to Question 127010, on employment and support allowance, when her 

Department started sending ESA65B letters to GPs; and whether that policy was 

authorised by Ministers. 
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Emma Dent Coad:         [132729] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Work and Pensions, pursuant to the Answer of 14 

February 2018 to Question 127010, on employment and support allowance, if she will 

place a copy of the ESA65B letter that her Department sends to GPs in the Library. 

Sarah Newton: 

The ESA65B letter is issued to GPs in every case where an Employment and 

Support Allowance (ESA) claimant has been found ‘fit for work’. This process was 

built into the IT system as part of the introduction of ESA in October 2008. 

Following a Ministerial requirement by the Cabinet Secretary, which was endorsed by 

the Secretary of State for Work and Pensions, the content of the ESA65B letter has 

been improved in order to explain to GPs the type of support customers can expect to 

receive from their local Jobcentre, and to ask GPs to encourage customers in their 

efforts to return to work. As part of this work officials engaged with the British Medical 

Association and the Royal College of General Practitioners to ensure that the revised 

wording was fit for purpose. 

The Department does not hold information on the number of ESA65B letters sent to 

GPs. 

I will place a copy of the ESA65B in the House Library. 

 Funeral Payments 

Chris Stephens:         [132980] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Work and Pensions, if she will make an assessment of 

the adequacy of the level of the cap on Social Fund Funeral Payments to cover the basic 

cost of a funeral. 

Kit Malthouse: 

The Social Fund Funeral Expenses Payments continue to meet the necessary costs 

of a cremation or burial for eligible claimants. Average payments have increased 

year-on-year to meet these necessary costs. We have had to make difficult choices 

about welfare spending and it has not been possible to increase the £700 maximum 

for other costs. However we have made interest-free Social Fund Budgeting Loans 

available for funeral costs in addition to Funeral Expenses Payments. 

In 2016/17, approximately 27,000 Funeral Expenses Payments were paid worth 

around £38.6 million. The average payment made has increased in value in the past 

ten years by about 28 per cent – from £1,117 in 2006/07 to £1,427 in 2016/17 – as 

the necessary costs have increased. 

The Funeral Expenses Payments scheme continues to make a significant 

contribution towards the cost of a simple funeral for claimants on certain income 

based benefits or tax credits. 
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 Habitual Residence Test 

Luke Pollard:         [132655] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Work and Pensions, what assessment she has made of 

whether refugees should be required to pass a habitual residence test for benefits after 

being granted refugee status. 

Kit Malthouse: 

A right to reside in the UK is one of the eligibility conditions for those claiming 

income-related benefits. Those that are required to provide evidence of their right to 

reside are subject to the Habitual Residence Test (HRT). The HRT contains two 

elements: an assessment of the legal right of residence and an assessment of factual 

habitual residence. Refugees who provide documentation which confirms their legal 

right to reside in the UK will satisfy the HRT. Refugees are exempt from the 

assessment of factual habitual residence if the Home Office have granted them leave 

to remain in the UK with recourse to public funds. 

 Industrial Injuries Disablement Benefit 

Grahame Morris:         [132405] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Work and Pensions, on how many occasions her 

Department has refused to add a condition to the list of prescribed diseases following a 

recommendation from the Industrial Injuries Advisory Council. 

Sarah Newton: 

The Department has rejected recommendations from the IIAC twice, once in 1981 

and once in 1992. 

 Industrial Injuries Disablement Benefit: Dupuytren's Contracture 

Grahame Morris:         [132402] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Work and Pensions, for what reasons she has not 

added Dupuytren's Contracture to the Industrial Injuries Disablement Benefit list of 

conditions. 

Sarah Newton: 

The Department currently spends £900m a year supporting disabled people and 

those with health conditions through Industrial Injuries Disablement Benefit (IIDB). 

The Department carefully considered the recommendation from the Industrial Injuries 

Advisory Council but decided not to add Dupuytren’s contracture to the list of 

prescribed diseases, in order to continue to help as many people as possible, and 

ensure that we’re focussing support to those with the greatest needs. 

People with Dupuytren’s contracture who are already in receipt of IIDB for other 

health conditions or disabilities will continue to receive their payments at the same 

rate. If a person with Dupuytren’s contracture is not eligible for IIDB they may still be 

eligible for support through other benefits such as Personal Independence Payment 

or Employment and Support Allowance. 
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Grahame Morris:         [132406] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Work and Pensions, what representations she has 

received on not including Dupuytren's Contracture on the list of prescribed diseases. 

Sarah Newton: 

One Parliamentary question, PQ119611 and one item of ministerial correspondence 

from David Hanson MP have been received since the decision was taken not to add 

Dupuytren’s contracture to the list of prescribed diseases. 

 Occupational Pensions 

Thangam Debbonaire:         [132798] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Work and Pensions, if she will take steps to review the 

regulatory framework for occupational pension schemes including the Universities 

Superannuation Scheme. 

Guy Opperman: 

On Monday we published our White Paper; Protecting Defined Benefit Pension 

Schemes, which sets out our proposals for strengthening the regulatory framework 

following a thorough review of the current system of pension protection. 

 Private Rented Housing: Natural Gas 

Alex Chalk:         [132561] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Work and Pensions, what steps the Government is 

taking to ensure that the Health and Safety Executive has the necessary powers to 

enforce the requirement for landlords to hold a gas safety certificate for the property they 

are letting. 

Sarah Newton: 

Health and safety inspectors appointed under section 19 of the Health and Safety at 

Work etc. Act 1974 (HSWA) exercise powers under section 20 of HSWA to enforce 

the requirement for landlords to hold a record of the gas safety check for the property 

they are letting. 

 Social Security Benefits: Medical Examinations 

Grahame Morris:         [132400] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Work and Pensions, what proportion of assessment 

centres have no (a) disabled parking and (b) disabled access. 

Sarah Newton: 

The contracts awarded by DWP to carry out health assessments state that all sites 

must be compliant with the Equality Act 2010. Assessment providers are required to 

consider the needs of claimants such as proximity to public transport routes and 

access to suitable parking e.g. Blue badge parking (there is no requirement in the 

specification to provide on-site parking). Additionally, the Department for Transport 

(DfT) has been consulting on proposals to extend Blue Badge eligibility to include 
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people with hidden disabilities who encounter similar levels of difficulty to those with 

physical disability when making their journeys. It has also recently undertaken a 

consultation on its draft Accessibility Action Plan (AAP), which sought views on the 

range of barriers potentially impacting on the ability of people with disabilities to travel 

confidently on the transport system. DfT are currently considering the responses to its 

consultation on the AAP and will publish its response to the consultation later this 

year. 

If a claimant believes they will have any difficulties attending their appointment they 

should discuss this with the assessment provider as soon as possible using the 

contact details on the appointment letter. 

 Universal Credit 

Frank Field:         [132452] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Work and Pensions, how many people receiving their 

first universal credit payment have had money deducted from that payment to repay debt 

from (a) the Social Fund and (b) other benefits; and how much and what proportion of 

that debt has been repaid to date. 

Alok Sharma: 

The information requested is not readily available and to provide it would incur 

disproportionate cost. 

 Universal Credit: Feltham and Heston 

Seema Malhotra:         [132996] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Work and Pensions, what information her Department 

holds on the number of people in Feltham and Heston constituency transferred onto 

universal credit who are in rent arrears. 

Alok Sharma: 

The information requested is not currently available. 

In our published research available at 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/481865

/universal-credit-extended-gateway-evaluation.pdf, the proportion of Universal Credit 

claimants who were in arrears at the start of their claim fell by a third after four 

months. To note, the relevant section is Page 33, Table 3.5. This report is from 2015. 

Additionally, research carried out by the National Federation of ALMOs shows over 

three quarters of their tenants come onto Universal Credit with pre-existing rent 

arrears. This research can be accessed at 

http://www.almos.org.uk/include/getDoc.php?did=7944&fid=9326. To note, the 

relevant section is page 10, section 3. 

We are currently carrying out further analysis of this issue with a number of housing 

providers, to investigate and understand the true level of rent arrears for their tenants, 
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what is causing them and any impacts Universal Credit may be having. It will be 

published when completed. 

 Universal Credit: Lincoln 

Karen Lee:         [132929] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Work and Pensions, if she will make an assessment of 

the effect of the reduction in funding for Lincoln’s Citizens Advice on the provision of 

advice to claimants of Universal Credit in Lincoln. 

Alok Sharma: 

The Department does not directly fund Lincoln’s Citizens Advice to provide Universal 

Support. 

For 2017/18, we estimated the City of Lincoln Council’s funding to help them provide 

Universal Support to Universal Credit claimants to be £4,107, and for 2018/19 we are 

increasing this funding to £11,131 to reflect that the City of Lincoln went live with 

Universal Credit full service on 7 March 2018. 

The City of Lincoln Council has full discretion as to whether they provide this 

Universal Support themselves or contract out to another organisation, such as 

Citizens Advice. 

Any such sub-contraction is a matter between the council and the sub-contractor. 
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MINISTERIAL CORRECTIONS 

 HEALTH 

 Tobacco: Packaging 

Alex Burghart:         [110024] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Health, what recent assessment he has made of the 

effect of the introduction of plain cigarette packaging on smoking rates. 

An error has been identified in the written answer given on 3 November 2017. The 

correct answer should have been: 

Steve Brine: 

The Standardised Packaging of Tobacco Products Regulations 2015 came into force 

on 20 May 2016. The Government consulted on the introduction of standardised 

packaging and published an impact assessment, which included benefits to public 

health. The Government will review these regulations by 20212020. 
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WRITTEN STATEMENTS 

 HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE 

 NHS Workforce 

Secretary of State for Health and Social Care (Mr Jeremy Hunt):           [HCWS574]        

The Government is committed to the delivery of world class public services, and ensuring 

that public sector workers are fairly remunerated for the vitally important work that they 

do. 

Public sector pay restraint was necessary to tackle the deficit left by the last Government. 

However, in September last year we ended the 1% pay award policy for public sector 

workforces, recognising that some flexibility would be required in certain areas, including 

in return for improvements to public sector productivity. There is still of course a need for 

fiscal restraint - our debt is the highest it has been in 50 years, and it is not fair to pass an 

increasing burden of debt onto future generations. 

As a result of constructive dialogue over recent months, I am today announcing that I 

have agreed to NHS Employers and the NHS Trade Unions going out to consultation on 

a three year pay agreement for NHS staff employed under the Agenda for Change Pay 

Agreement. This agreement covers over one million staff employed in the NHS excluding 

employed doctors and very senior managers and is a good example of where public 

sector employers and Unions can work together to agree a pay rise in return for wider 

reform. 

The 3-year deal aims to ensure that every pound of the £36bn pay bill delivers value for 

and is fair to patients, staff and the taxpayer. It targets recruitment, retention and capacity 

issues to support staff and help them meet demand within the NHS. 

The deal will help ensure the NHS can continue to recruit the skilled compassionate 

workforce it needs by: 

 Targeting the greatest pay uplifts at the lowest paid in the NHS, affecting over 

100,000 FTE staff, so that the lowest starting salary increases from £15,404 this 

year to £18,005 in 20/21, through reform. 

 Investing in higher starting salaries for staff in every pay band by reforming the pay 

system to remove overlapping pay points; so a newly qualified nurse will receive 

starting pay 12.6% (£2,779) higher in 2020/2021 than this year and starting pay for 

a midwife on moving to Band 6 will increase by 18.1% (£4,800) as a result of pay 

band reform. 

It will support the retention of staff by: 

 Guaranteeing fair basic pay awards for the next three years to the 50% of staff who 

are at the top of pay bands – a cumulative 6.5%. 

 Guaranteeing fair basic pay awards and faster progression pay for the next three 

years to the c.50% of staff that is not yet on the top of their pay band. 
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Through important reforms to pay progression, the deal will help improve staff 

engagement and ensure that all staff have the knowledge and skills and support to make 

the greatest possible contribution to patient care. 

 It will put appraisal and personal development at the heart of pay progression - with 

virtually automatic incremental pay replaced by larger, less frequent pay increases 

subject to staff meeting the required standards for their role. 

 Staff will be supported to develop their skills and competencies and demonstrate 

that they meet the required standards before moving to the next pay point. 

 The system will be underpinned by a commitment from employers to fully utilise an 

effective appraisal process. 

The deal will release capacity for provider organisations: 

 The partners commit to working together to improve the health and wellbeing of 

NHS staff so as to improve levels of attendance in the NHS with the ambition of 

matching the best in the public sector. NHS Digital data suggests that latest 

sickness absence rate for the NHS is 4.13%. For AfC staff, this is estimated at 

4.5%. Estimates suggest that a 1% drop in sickness absence could save the NHS 

£280m. 

Finally, the deal will encourage greater consistency and modernisation of terms and 

conditions: 

 New provisions will be agreed to give staff access to consistent Child Bereavement 

Leave, Enhanced Shared Parental Leave (extension of statutory), and a national 

framework for buying and selling annual leave. 

 Steps will be taken to ensure that, over time, the calculation for sickness absence 

pay is the same for all staff. 

 There will be very modest changes to the value of the higher rates of unsocial 

hours pay for staff in pay bands 1 to 3, over the period of the multi-year deal to 

ensure the difference between these staff and all other AfC staff is narrowed over 

time. 

Overall, this pay deal is fair to staff and taxpayers and will help to improve productivity 

through stronger evidence based appraisal systems and through that, better staff 

engagement which we know can help improve outcomes for patients. 

At the Budget in November my Right Honourable Friend the Chancellor of the Exchequer 

announced that if discussions with health unions on pay structure modernisation for 

Agenda for Change staff were successful, he would protect frontline services by providing 

additional funding for such a settlement. I can confirm that through Autumn Budget 2017, 

we set aside in the reserves £800 million per annum which funds the first year of the 

Agenda for Change pay deal. If the NHS Trade Unions accept this agreement following 

consultation with their members, the Government will release this funding. The 

Chancellor will provide for additional funding required to fulfil his commitment through the 

2018 Autumn Budget, and so make available the £4.2 billion over three years needed to 



fund the deal. This is all part of our balanced approach that keeps debt falling, while 

investing in our public services and keeping taxes low. 

I will also be publishing a draft Equality Statement to meet my Public Sector Equality 

Duty. A final Equality Statement will be published, when the agreement is implemented. 

This agreement will be shared with the independent NHS Pay Review Body and I look 

forward to their report in due course. 

 HOUSING, COMMUNITIES AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

 Housing Investment 

Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and Local Government (Sajid Javid): 

          [HCWS572]        

Today, the Government announces that we are now working with a further 44 areas 

across England to develop projects with the remaining £4.1 billion of the £5 billion 

Housing Infrastructure Fund, with the potential to deliver over 400,000 homes in areas 

where housing need is greatest. This is in addition to the West Midlands, where Housing 

Infrastructure Fund funding for co-development was announced as part of a housing 

package at Spring Statement. These are strategic, long term projects which will deliver 

housing not just for now, but for generations to come - creating new settlements, growing 

places and backing local authority ambition for growth and regeneration. They follow on 

from our announcement made on 1 February 2018 to take forward 133 Marginal Viability 

Fund projects worth £866 million from the Housing Infrastructure Fund to provide 

infrastructure to unlock up to 200,000 homes. This announcement reinforces our 

continued commitment to fix the broken housing market and support projects that would 

otherwise struggle to go ahead or take years for work to begin. 

We are committed to helping to create a new generation of strong, vibrant communities 

where people want to live, work and build families. We are supporting the development of 

24 new locally-led garden cities, towns and villages, ranging in size from 1,500 new 

homes to over 40,000 homes. Over half of these settlements will go forward to the next 

stage of Housing Infrastructure Fund Forward Funding co-development. 

We also want to back places with ambitious plans for new homes where they are needed. 

Today the Government announces housing packages for Greater Manchester, who will 

commit to deliver 227,000 homes by 2035, and the West of England, to accelerate annual 

housing delivery to 7500 homes over the next three years. Both of these areas will also 

go forward to the next stage of Housing Infrastructure Fund Forward Funding co-

development. This is in addition to the housing packages agreed with Oxfordshire and the 

West Midlands.The Forward Funding component of the Housing Infrastructure Fund was 

available to the uppermost tier of local authorities in England to bid into, with a focus on 

strategic, high impact infrastructure projects. 

The full area breakdown of successful Forward Fund projects we will be working with 

through co-development can be found on the Ministry of Housing, Communities and 
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Local Government website at: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/housing-

infrastructure-fund 

As this is still a competitive process, success at this stage is not a guarantee of Housing 

Infrastructure Fund funding. Shortlisted local authorities will submit their final business 

cases and successful funded bids will be announced from Autumn 2018 onwards. 

The Housing Infrastructure Fund is divided into two streams: 

A Marginal Viability Fund – available to all single and lower tier local authorities in 

England – to provide a piece of infrastructure funding to get additional sites allocated or 

existing sites unblocked quickly. Bids have a soft cap of £10 million. 

 A Forward Fund – available to the uppermost tier of local authorities in England – 

for a small number of strategic and high-impact infrastructure projects. Bids have a 

soft cap of £250 million. 

 Housing packages are agreements between central and local government, in which 

local areas agree to build more homes in return for a package of support from 

government. 

Detail on the housing packages for Greater Manchester, West of England and West 

Midlands can be found at: https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/housing-deals 

 TREASURY 

 UK Contribution to the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank Special Fund 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer (Mr Philip Hammond):           [HCWS573]        

In 2015, the UK became a founding member of the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank 

(AIIB). The AIIB supports economic growth in Asia and drives up living standards. The 

UK’s membership deepens economic ties with Asia and creates opportunities for British 

businesses. 

At the ninth UK-China Economic and Financial Dialogue (EFD) in Beijing on 16 

December 2017, the Chancellor of the Exchequer signed a Contribution Agreement with 

the AIIB, formalising the UK’s commitment, made at the previous EFD in 2016, to provide 

US$50m to the AIIB’s Special Fund for Project Preparation. This fund provides grant 

support to low income developing country members of the AIIB to prepare infrastructure 

projects for the Bank to finance. China and the Republic of Korea have committed US$50 

million and US$ 8 million, respectively, and the Fund is open for more contributions. 

The Contribution Agreement states that the UK will make four equal payments of $12.5m 

by the end of March in 2018, 2019, 2020 and 2021 respectively. The UK’s contribution to 

the Special Fund will score as 100% Official Development Assistance (ODA) as projects 

using UK money will only take place in low income countries. 

HM Treasury will make these payments, and any future payments to the AIIB, under the 

powers of the International Development Act (IDA) 2002. The first payment will be made 

before the end of March. 
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