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Questions marked thus [R] indicate that a relevant interest has been declared. 
Questions with identification numbers of 900000 or greater indicate that the question was originally 
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ANSWERS 

 BUSINESS, ENERGY AND INDUSTRIAL STRATEGY 

 Productivity 

Dr Paul Monaghan:         [56191] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy, what recent steps 
he has taken to improve productivity. 

Margot James: 
The Government has made significant progress on delivering the policy 
recommendations in the 2015 Productivity Plan. In addition to the £23 billion 
announced at Autumn Statement for the new National Productivity Investment Fund, 
the government’s forthcoming Industrial Strategy will focus on raising productivity to 
increase living standards for people across the UK. 

 DEFENCE 

 Army Foundation College 

Mrs Madeleine Moon:         [55981] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Defence, what procedure is available to (a) recruits and (b) 
parents of recruits for reporting allegations of sexual abuse or inappropriate sexual 
relationships at the Army Foundation College, Harrogate; and if he will make a statement. 

Mark Lancaster: 
In line with Ministry of Defence direction, the Army Foundation College (AFC), 
Harrogate has an extensive Supervisory Care and Safeguarding Directive in place, and a 
Code of Conduct for recruits is issued and explained to recruits within the first two days 
of training. This outlines procedures on how to report any form of harassment. On 
enlistment recruits are also issued a booklet explaining the AFC complaints procedure, 
including contact details for external agencies. 

Recruits wishing to report any allegations of sexual abuse or inappropriate sexual 
relationships can seek initial advice from their Company or College Equality and Diversity 
Advisors. All allegations are thoroughly investigated. All serious incidents are reported 
and managed through established procedures involving welfare officers, the police and 
external agencies as required. 

Parents are also provided with details of the welfare team, military permanent staff and 
Duty Chaplain at the AFC Reception Day. All recruits and parents have the freedom to 
inform civilian police of any concerns. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-12-05/56191
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-12-02/55981
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 Army Foundation College: Vetting 

Mrs Madeleine Moon:         [56016] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Defence, how many and what proportion of staff at the 
Army Foundation College, Harrogate had up-to-date Disclosure and Barring Service checks 
prior to arriving in post at that college in each of the last five years; and if he will make a 
statement. 

Mark Lancaster: 
All posts at Army Foundation College (AFC), Harrogate require Disclosure and Barring 
Service (DBS) checks. 

Any military personnel arriving on site without clearance are either returned to their 
previous unit or are subject to a supervisory plan to ensure they are not left unsupervised 
with recruits. Data is not held prior to April 2014. Between April and December 2014, 
12% of Permanent Staff arrived without DBS clearance. In 2015, it was 13% and in 
2016 5% arrived without clearance. 

All current Ministry of Defence Civil Servants at AFC have DBS clearance. In 2014 68% 
of all posts required DBS checks. The requirement is now 100%. 

Any contract staff at AFC awaiting DBS clearance will also be escorted. 

 Veterans: Radiation Exposure 

Hywel Williams:         [55999] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Defence, what support his Department has given to the 
children of nuclear test veterans who have suffered congenital deformities and unidentified 
illnesses as a result of their fathers being stationed on Christmas Island during nuclear tests 
in the 1950s. 

Mark Lancaster: 
The Ministry of Defence (MOD) has seen no published peer-reviewed evidence of excess 
illness or mortality among nuclear test veterans or their offspring as a group that could 
be linked to their participation in the UK's atmospheric nuclear tests or to exposure to 
radiation as a result of that participation. Formal and well-documented procedures were 
in place to ensure the health and safety of those participating in the tests. 

Any veteran who believes they have suffered ill health due to service has the right to 
apply for no-fault compensation under the War Pensions Scheme. War Pensions are 
payable in respect of illness or injury as a result of service in the Armed Forces before 6 
April 2005, with the benefit of reasonable doubt always given to the claimant. Decisions 
are medically certified and follow consideration of available service and medical evidence 
and carry full rights of appeal to an independent Tribunal. 

The provision of healthcare to nuclear test veterans and their children is primarily the 
responsibility of the National Health Service, who work in close partnership with the 
MOD and Service charities to ensure that veterans get the best possible care. The MOD 
is determined to ensure that veterans who require help are provided with appropriate 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-12-02/56016
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-12-02/55999
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support including through the Veterans UK helpline and the Veterans Welfare Service 
which can be contacted on Freephone: 0808 1914 2 18 

On 11 November 2016 the MOD announced a consortium of charities led by The Royal 
British Legion had been selected to provide the Veteran's Gateway. The Veterans 
Gateway programme, funded by a £2 million Covenant Fund grant, will provide a one-
stop service to better support the veterans' community and help in accessing public, 
private and charitable services in the UK. It will provide a 24/7 telephone number, 
dedicated website and mobile app to make it easier for veterans to access support on 
issues including housing, employability and health. It will be formally launched in the 
first half of 2017. 

 EDUCATION 

 Grammar Schools 

Mr Jim Cunningham:         [54658] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Education, what external research and evidence, other than 
the Sutton Trust's report, Evidence on the effects of selective educational systems, published 
in October 2008, she has used to formulate her policy on grammar schools; and if she will 
make a statement. 

Nick Gibb: 
The Department has reviewed a wide range of external research and evidence on 
grammar schools, including research on the impact of selection on the educational 
attainment of disadvantaged pupils. 

We are still currently consulting on new proposals regarding selection in education and 
the Government’s policy will be informed by this consultation. All the evidence 
considered in preparing the consultation document, Schools that work for everyone, is 
referenced and available publicly. 

Existing evidence is based on the current grammar school system. We are proposing 
significant changes to the requirements placed on selective schools to ensure that they 
raise standards for all pupils as part of a diverse schools system. 

Our proposals are aimed at delivering a schools system that works for all children and 
offers parents genuine choice by increasing the number of good and outstanding school 
places. 

 Grammar Schools: Admissions 

Justin Madders:         [52769] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Education, pursuant to the Answer of 2 November 2016 to 
Question 48790, how many children in Year 7 whose ethnic backgrounds were (a) white 
British, (b) white British eligible for free school meals, (c) white non-British, (d) white non-
British eligible for free school meals, (e) black, (f) black eligible for free school meals, (g) 
Indian, (h) Indian eligible for free school meals, (i) Chinese, (j) Chinese eligible for free school 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-11-23/54658
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-11-14/52769
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meals, (k) Bangladeshi, (l) Bangladeshi eligible for free school meals, (m) Pakistani, (n) 
Pakistani eligible for free school meals, (o) other Asian, (p) other Asian eligible for free school 
meals, (q) any other ethnicity and (r) any other ethnicity eligible for free school meals 
received a place in a grammar school in each of the last five years; and what the total 
number was of Year 7 pupils and the total number was of Year 7 pupils eligible for free 
school meals in each of those ethnic groups in each of those years. 

Justin Madders:         [52770] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Education, pursuant to the Answer of 2 November 2016 to 
Question 48789, how many and what proportion of boys in Year 7 whose ethnic 
backgrounds were (a) white British, (b) white British eligible for free school meals, (c) white 
non-British, (d) white non-British eligible for free school meals, (e) black, (f) black eligible for 
free school meals, (g) Indian, (h) Indian eligible for free school meals, (i) Chinese, (j) Chinese 
eligible for free school meals, (k) Bangladeshi, (l) Bangladeshi eligible for free school meals, 
(m) Pakistani, (n) Pakistani eligible for free school meals, (o) other Asian, (p) other Asian 
eligible for free school meals, (q) any other ethnicity and (r) any other ethnicity eligible for 
free school meals received a place in a grammar school in each of the last five years; and 
what the total number was of Year 7 male pupils and the total number was of Year 7 male 
pupils eligible for free school meals in each of those ethnic groups in each of those years. 

Justin Madders:         [52771] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Education, pursuant to the Answer of 2 November 2016 to 
Question 48788, how many and what proportion of girls in Year 7 whose ethnic 
backgrounds were (a) white British, (b) white British eligible for free school meals, (c) white 
non-British, (d) white non-British eligible for free school meals, (e) black, (f) black eligible for 
free school meals, (g) Indian, (h) Indian eligible for free school meals, (i) Chinese, (j) Chinese 
eligible for free school meals, (k) Bangladeshi, (l) Bangladeshi eligible for free school meals, 
(m) Pakistani, (n) Pakistani eligible for free school meals, (o) other Asian, (p) other Asian 
eligible for free school meals, (q) any other ethnicity and (r) any other ethnicity eligible for 
free school meals received a place in a grammar school in each of the last five years; and 
what the total number was of Year 7 female pupils and the total number was of Year 7 
female pupils eligible for free school meals in each of those ethnic groups in each of those 
years. 

Justin Madders:         [52778] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Education, how many pupils were in (a) selective and (b) 
non-selective state schools in Year 7 in each of the last five years; and what proportion of 
those were (i) boys, (ii) boys eligible for free school meals, (iii) girls and (iv) girls eligible for 
free school meals. 

Nick Gibb: 
The requested data can be found in the attachment. 

Attachments: 

1. Attachment [52778; 52769; 52770; 52771 attachment 211116.xls] 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-11-14/52770
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-11-14/52771
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-11-14/52778
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 Schools: Costs 

Lucy Powell:         [54557] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Education, what recent estimate she has made of the 
average cost to the public purse of opening a new (a) maintained nursery, (b) primary and (c) 
secondary school. 

Nick Gibb: 
New school places are delivered through a variety of programmes across England and 
supporting local authorities to create sufficient school places is one of this Government’s 
top priorities. The Government has already committed £7 billion for school places, which 
along with our investment in 500 new free schools we expect to deliver 600,000 new 
places by 2021. 

The cost of building schools varies significantly depending on local factors, including: the 
size of the school; the size of the project; forecasts of construction inflation; and 
regional variations in the cost of construction. All of these are subject to change over 
time. 

Local authorities report the cost per place of providing new school places through the 
annual School Capacity data collection. The Department is currently reviewing cost data 
as reported by local authorities for both primary and secondary schools for 2014/15 and 
expects to publish this information in due course. 

Previously published information on the cost per place of primary schools in academic 
year 2013/14 can be found at: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/primary-school-places-local-authority-
basic-need-scorecards-2014. 

 Secondary Education: Admissions 

Ian Austin:         [54622] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Education, what recent estimate her Department has made 
of the average capital cost of a new secondary school place (a) in and (b) outside London. 

Nick Gibb: 
New school places are delivered through a variety of programmes across England and 
supporting local authorities to create sufficient school places is one of the Government’s 
top priorities. The Government has already committed £7 billion for school places, which 
along with our investment in 500 new free schools we expect to deliver 600,000 new 
places by 2021. 

The cost of building new places varies significantly depending on local factors including: 
the size of the project; forecasts of construction inflation; and regional variations in the 
cost of construction. All of these are subject to change over time. 

Local authorities report the cost per place of providing new school places through the 
annual School Capacity data collection. The Department is currently reviewing cost data 
for secondary schools for 2014/15 and expects to publish this information in due course. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-11-23/54557
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/primary-school-places-local-authority-basic-need-scorecards-2014
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/primary-school-places-local-authority-basic-need-scorecards-2014
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-11-23/54622
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 Summer Schools 

Royston Smith:         [56180] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Education, what financial assistance is available from the 
public purse to secondary schools seeking to run a summer school programme for 
disadvantaged pupils. 

Royston Smith:         [56181] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Education, what financial support her Department plans to 
offer secondary schools which provide summer school programmes for pupils transitioning 
from primary school to secondary school for September 2017. 

Edward Timpson: 
The Department is not providing separate financial support to secondary schools for 
summer schools programmes, but schools can draw on their wider budgets to fund such 
provision. 

Schools can prioritise support for disadvantaged pupils making the transition from 
primary to secondary school, including summer school programmes, through use of 
their pupil premium funding. 

 FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH OFFICE 

 Asia: Politics and Government 

John Glen:         [55921] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, what plans the 
Government has to support the US administration in promoting regional security in (a) the 
South China Sea and (b) other parts of Asia. 

Alok Sharma: 
We continue to work closely with the US in promoting regional security across Asia. In 
line with our Strategic Defence and Security Review 2015 commitments to the Asia 
Pacific region more broadly, we are active with a range of like-minded security partners 
in the region. For example, in November 2016 Exercise Eastern Vortex saw the Royal Air 
Force participate in a military exercise with Malaysia, Singapore, Australia and New 
Zealand; in joint exercises with Japan; and in a trilateral exercise with the US and the 
Republic of Korea. 

 Human Rights 

Jim Shannon:         [55795] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, what steps the 
Government plans to take to ensure that the UK remains a leader in promoting human rights 
after the UK has left the EU. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-12-05/56180
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-12-05/56181
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-12-01/55921
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-12-01/55795
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Alok Sharma: 
The United Kingdom is a strong and long-standing advocate of universal human rights 
based on our values and our respect for international law and the rules-based 
international system. Through our strong international diplomatic presence we are 
influential members of the main institutions in which human rights issues are handled, 
as is evidenced by our recent re-election to the United Nations Human Rights Council. 
Our diplomatic network works to defend human rights globally. We dedicate significant 
programme funds to support human rights projects, including through our Magna Carta 
Fund for Human Rights and Democracy. This strong global engagement on human 
rights will be unchanged by the United Kingdom leaving the European Union. 

 Islam: Religious Freedom 

Jim Shannon:         [55794] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, what support the 
Government is providing to (a) Iraq, (b) Afghanistan and (c) Nigeria to ensure the protection 
of minority Shi'a Muslims in those countries. 

Mr Tobias Ellwood: 
Iraq The only way of safeguarding minority communities in Iraq is by defeating Daesh 
and establishing a lasting peace. The UK Government is committed to this. We have a 
comprehensive strategy for defeating Daesh and continue to support the Government of 
Iraq in its efforts to build a more inclusive society. Since June 2014, the UK has 
committed £169.5 million in humanitarian assistance to the crisis in Iraq. This includes 
access to clean water, food, medicines and other life-saving assistance for the most 
vulnerable. All UK funded aid is distributed on the basis of need, irrespective of race, 
religion or ethnicity to ensure that civilians are not discriminated against. We prioritise 
reaching the most vulnerable people across Iraq, including Shia Muslims and others who 
have suffered from such violence. 

Nigeria  It is important that all Nigerians enjoy the right to freedom of religious belief 
and assembly, and that the security forces act within the law. UK military training and 
assistance to the Armed Forces of Nigeria has consistently emphasised the importance of 
adherence to internationally recognised Rules of Engagement, as well as the importance 
of International Human Rights and International Humanitarian Law. We continue to 
work with the Nigerian Government, NGOs and civil society to improve the security 
situation and human rights for all the people of Nigeria. 

Afghanistan  The UK is working closely with the Afghan Government as it seeks to 
overcome the legacy of conflict and become a more prosperous and stable state for all 
Afghans without discrimination. We currently have 450 military personnel in 
Afghanistan serving in a non-combat role, advising and assisting the Afghanistan 
National Defence and Security Forces (ANDSF) as part of the NATO Resolute Mission. In 
addition to military support, we recently pledged £750m in development aid at the 
Brussels Conference on Afghanistan for the period 2017-2020, this is expected to 
deliver improved health systems, boost education opportunities and assist with steps to 
tackle corruption. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-12-01/55794
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 Papua 

Mr Andrew Smith:         [55810] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, whether he has 
received reports of restrictions by the Indonesian government on access to West Papua for 
international non-governmental organisations and media. 

Alok Sharma: 
We are not aware of any changes in restrictions on access to West Papua. During a visit 
in 2015, President Joko Widodo announced the lifting of travel restrictions for foreign 
journalists and international organisations. Since then, a number of foreign journalists 
have successfully visited and reported from Papua and West Papua. British Embassy staff 
have visited the province on a number of occasions, most recently in August, and we 
continue to follow the situation with close interest. 

 South China Sea 

John Glen:         [55920] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, what recent 
discussions he has had with his US counterparts on the security situation in the South China 
Sea. 

Alok Sharma: 
The Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my Rt Hon. Friend the 
Member for Uxbridge and South Ruislip (Mr Boris Johnson), most recently discussed the 
security situation in the South China Sea with his US counterpart at a G7 Foreign 
Ministers' meeting in September. A joint statement at this meeting underlined G7 
opposition to unilateral actions that raise tensions in the South China Sea, and urged all 
parties to comply with their obligations under international law and refrain from such 
actions. The UK has a clear interest in regional peace and stability and respect for 
freedom of navigation and overflight. 

 HEALTH 

 Alzheimer's Disease: Hormone Replacement Therapy 

Jim Shannon:         [56215] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Health, what discussions he has had with (a) the Royal 
College of Nursing and (b) other Royal Colleges on the role of hormone replacement therapy 
in reducing the incidence of Alzheimer's Disease. 

David Mowat: 
My Rt. hon. Friend the Secretary of State has not had any formal discussions with the 
Royal College of Nursing and other Royal Colleges on the role of hormone replacement 
therapy in reducing the incidence of Alzheimer's Disease. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-12-01/55810
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-12-01/55920
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-12-05/56215
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 Ambulance Services 

Justin Tomlinson:         [55837] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Health, what steps his Department takes to monitor the 
performance of NHS ambulance trusts. 

Mr Philip Dunne: 
I refer the hon. Member to the answer I gave to the hon. Member for Denton and 
Reddish (Andrew Gwynne) on 7 December 2016 to Question 55662. 

 Breast Cancer: Drugs 

Mr Nigel Dodds:         [55802] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Health, what discussions his Department has had with the 
Northern Ireland Executive on (a) best practice and (b) other issues relating to the treatment 
of breast cancer by bisphosphonates; and if he will make a statement. 

Nicola Blackwood: 
Whilst officials in the Department engage regularly with the Northern Ireland Executive, 
no conversations have specifically been had on bisphosphonates. 

 Children: Incontinence 

Sir David Amess:         [56027] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Health, whether his Department has had discussions with 
NHS England on auditing the effect of NHS England's Excellence in Continence Care 
guidance on the quality of paediatric continence services. 

Sir David Amess:         [56028] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Health, how he plans to promote the commissioning of 
integrated paediatric continence services as a means of preventative healthcare in line with 
the aims of the Five Year Forward View. 

David Mowat: 
The Department has had no formal discussions with NHS England on auditing the effect 
of its guidance Excellence in Continence Care on the quality of paediatric continence 
services. 

NHS England continues to promote extensively its guidance both through traditional and 
social media and through engagement with key stakeholders. 

The Department of Health, in conjunction with the Department for Education, has 
published links to the Paediatric Continence Commissioning Guide as part of its support 
for commissioners, providers and health professionals implementing the new system for 
Special Educational Need and Disability. Developed by the Paediatric Continence Forum 
and accredited by the National Institute for Health and Care Excellence this provides a 
specification for paediatric continence services which puts integration at its heart. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-12-01/55837
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-12-01/55802
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-12-02/56027
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-12-02/56028


12 Daily Report         Friday, 9 December 2016 ANSWERS  

 

 Department of Health: Personnel Management 

Louise Haigh:         [56116] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Health, how many people employed in human resources 
roles in his Department have (a) prior experience and (b) qualifications in human resources. 

David Mowat: 
The numbers of people employed in human resources (HR) roles in the core Department 
who have prior HR experience are set out in the table below: 

OVERALL HR EXPERIENCE NUMBER 

Less than 1 year 5 or fewer 

1 to 10 years 13 

10 to 20 years 18 

20 to 40 years 11 

 
Of the above people, 22 individuals have formal qualifications in HR–related subjects. 

This number does not include those in the Department’s HR directorate who are 
currently working towards formal qualifications in HR-related subjects. 

 Down's Syndrome 

Mr Edward Vaizey:         [55833] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Health, what steps his Department is taking to ensure that 
health professionals have training on providing positive information and advice to pregnant 
women who are expecting a child with Down's syndrome. 

Mr Philip Dunne: 
The NHS Fetal Anomaly Screening Programme offers Down’s, Edwards’ and Patau’s 
syndrome screening to all pregnant women in England. A range of e-learning training 
materials, for healthcare professionals on fetal anomaly screening, are available on the 
GOV.UK website at: 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/fetal-anomaly-screening-programme-overview#training 

On 29 October 2016 the Department announced the evaluative roll out of non-invasive 
prenatal testing (NIPT) for Down’s, Edwards’ and Patau’s syndromes. NIPT will be 
introduced as an additional test into the NHS Fetal Anomaly Screening Programme in 
England. Public Health England, who lead the NHS Screening Programmes, is working 
with a range of stakeholders including Antenatal Results and Choices, the Down’s 
Syndrome Association, Support Organisation for Trisomy 13/18 and the Down Syndrome 
Research Foundation to develop information and training materials for healthcare 
professionals and information for prospective parents in preparation for the roll out of 
NIPT as an additional option in the NHS Fetal Anomaly Screening Programme in England. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-12-05/56116
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-12-01/55833
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/fetal-anomaly-screening-programme-overview%23training
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 Down's Syndrome: Screening 

Mr Edward Vaizey:         [55832] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Health, when he plans to make a formal announcement 
that the non-invasive pre-natal test for Down's syndrome will be made available for all 
eligible pregnant women in the UK; and from what date he plans to make that test available 
to all such women. 

Mr Edward Vaizey:         [55834] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Health, what estimate he has made of the annual cost to 
the NHS of making the non-invasive pre-natal test for Down's syndrome available for all 
eligible pregnant women in the UK. 

Mr Philip Dunne: 
On 29 October 2016 the Department announced the evaluative roll out of non-invasive 
prenatal testing (NIPT) for Down’s, Edwards’ and Patau’s syndromes. NIPT will be 
introduced as an additional test into the NHS Fetal Anomaly Screening Programme in 
England. The evaluative roll out will provide further information to ensure the full 
national implementation is optimised and safe. This will include, but not be limited to, 
test turnaround times, numbers of women accepting the offer of screening, impact on 
invasive procedures, and; information and training materials required. 

Public Health England (PHE), which leads National Health Service Screening Programmes 
in England, is currently working through the procurement and the evaluative roll out 
process for NIPT for Down’s, Edwards’ and Patau’s syndromes, including the 
development of tender documents specification and criteria for tendering. The 
expectation is that laboratories will be contracted to provide NIPT for Down’s, Edwards’ 
and Patau’s syndromes as part of the NHS Fetal Anomaly Screening Programme as part 
of the evaluative roll out during financial year 2018-19. 

PHE is working through the procurement and the evaluative roll out process for non-
invasive prenatal testing (NIPT) for Down’s, Edwards’ and Patau’s syndromes. It is 
estimated that the test will cost £200-300 per test and PHE has estimated that 
approximately 10,000 tests will take place per year. The final additional cost or saving 
will depend on actual uptake rates (i.e. how many women take the test) and on the 
actual unit costs of tests which NHS England will need to agree with providers. 

 Health Service Medical Supplies (Costs) Bill 

Derek Thomas:         [55917] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Health, what impact assessment his Department has 
undertaken on the potential effect of the Health Service Medical Supplies (Costs) Bill 2016 
on small and medium enterprises. 

Mr Philip Dunne: 
The Government has published the Health Service Medical Supplies (Costs) Bill. This can 
be accessed on the following link: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/health-service-medical-supplies-costs 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-12-01/55832
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-12-01/55834
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-12-01/55917
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/health-service-medical-supplies-costs
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The Government fully recognises the need to balance the interests of the National 
Health Service and patients in having medicines available on reasonable terms with the 
need to minimise burdens on small and medium sized companies. In relation to the 
proposed changes to the statutory scheme for branded medicines the Government has 
proposed an exemption from any new payment mechanism for companies with sales of 
branded health service medicines below £5 million in the previous calendar year. 

The Bill includes new information powers which would be exercised through regulations. 
Companies are already required to keep information on sales and income for six years 
for tax purposes and the Government will consult industry to consider whether the 
information regulations would create any additional burden on companies beyond this. 

Subject to the passage of the Bill through Parliament, the Government intends to 
undertake a public consultation on the regulations which will include a full impact 
assessment. 

 NHS: Sustainable Development 

Justin Madders:         [55991] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Health, how many sustainability and transformation plan 
leads have requested changes in their governance mechanisms. 

David Mowat: 
Sustainability and Transformation Plans (STPs) are being developed by local organisations 
coming together to cooperate. Each footprint was asked to consider and manage its 
governance arrangements for agreeing and implementing its STP - this was set out in 
the STP Guidance Letter (February 2016). As local proposals develop and take shape, 
many areas have developed and iterated their governance structures. 

Justin Madders:         [55992] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Health, what estimate he has made of the total cost to the 
public purse of the sustainability and transformation plan process. 

David Mowat: 
The Department does not hold this information centrally. 

Sustainability and Transformation Plans have been supported by local programme teams 
which have been funded by the constituent local organisations. 

Justin Madders:         [55993] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Health, whether his Department plans to make available the 
full capital requirement set out in each sustainability and transformation plan. 

David Mowat: 
Each Sustainability and Transformation Plan area is still working through the details of its 
capital requirements. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-12-02/55991
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-12-02/55992
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-12-02/55993
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Justin Madders:         [55994] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Health, if he will make it his policy to reject any 
sustainability and transformation plan proposing to reduce the number of qualified nurses. 

David Mowat: 
Health and care leaders in every part of England have come together for the first time to 
plan around the overall needs of whole areas, not just individual organisations, and to 
find practical ways to deliver the Five Year Forward View. 

These are locally led plans. 

 Social Services: Pay 

Paul Blomfield:         [56017] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Health, whether the Care Quality Commission makes an 
assessment of whether social care providers are compliant with the national living and 
minimum wages as part of its Market Oversight responsibilities to assess the sustainability of 
social care providers. 

David Mowat: 
The Care Quality Commission’s (CQC’s) Market Oversight function does not assess 
whether social care providers are compliant with the national living and minimum 
wages. Market Oversight’s purpose is to help local authorities to protect people using 
care services, and their families and carers, from the anxiety and distress that may be 
caused by the failure of a major care provider. By monitoring the performance and 
finances of the most significant social care providers in England, Care are required to 
notify local authorities if a provider is likely to experience business failure and that 
services will cease as a result. Local authorities can then ensure continuity of care for 
those affected. 

CQC’s role includes understanding providers’ financial and operational strategies to 
manage their businesses and to meet a range of external challenges, including but not 
limited to the impact of the national living wage and other cost and regulatory changes. 
CQC’s Market Oversight function typically monitors the 50 most significant providers 
that local authorities would find difficult to replace should they fail. 

Her Majesty’s Revenue and Customs have responsibility for investigating and enforcing 
compliance with the national minimum wage and the national living wage. 

 Statins 

Jim Shannon:         [56216] 

To ask the Secretary of State for Health, what discussions he has had with (a) the Royal 
College of Nursing and (b) other Royal Colleges on the role of statins in reducing the number 
of premature deaths caused by heart disease. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-12-02/55994
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-12-02/56017
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-12-05/56216
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David Mowat: 
There have been no recent discussions between the Department and the Royal College 
of Nursing or other Royal Colleges on the role of statins in reducing the number of 
premature deaths caused by heart disease. 

 HOME OFFICE 

 Borders: Personal Records 

Mr David Hanson:         [55053] 

To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, when her Department plans that 
the warning index and Semaphore systems update will be completed. 

Mr Robert Goodwill: 
The Digital Services at the Border (DSAB) Programme was launched in 2014 to deliver a 
new generation of Border Security Systems including replacing the Warnings Index (WI) 
and Semaphore. This has a scheduled end-date of 31 March 2019. 

 Counter-terrorism 

Chris Evans:         [51247] 

To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what assessment she has made of 
the effectiveness of the list of vulnerabilities and warning signs tutors are advised to look out 
for as part of Workshop to Raise Awareness of Prevent training. 

Mr Ben Wallace: 
The Workshop to Raise Awareness of Prevent training provides attendees with case 
studies to help build an understanding of how to recognise potentially vulnerable 
individuals who may be at risk of radicalisation, and how to share concerns so that the 
right support can be offered when it is required. All the case studies used in the training 
are based on real-life accounts. Feedback from attendees of WRAP training is 
consistently positive, and the content of the product is frequently revised and updated. 

 Extradition: Republic of Ireland 

Tom Elliott:         [54552] 

To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, how many applications the 
Government made to the Department of Justice and Equality of the government of the 
Republic of Ireland seeking extradition of persons within that state's jurisdiction for alleged 
criminal offences not related to acts of terrorism within the UK from 1969 to 1998. 

Tom Elliott:         [54553] 

To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, how many applications the 
Government made to the Department of Justice and Equality of the government of the 
Republic of Ireland seeking extradition of persons within that state's jurisdiction for alleged 
criminal offences related to acts of terrorism within the UK from 1969 to 1998. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-11-28/55053
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-31/51247
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-11-23/54552
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-11-23/54553
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Mr Ben Wallace: 
This information is not held centrally, but the information that is available covers 1973 
and 1999 eight people in total were extradited to the UK from Ireland for terrorism 
offences and the UK made 110 extradition requests to Ireland in relation to terrorist 
offences. No information is available on how many requests were made for alleged 
criminal offences not related to acts of terrorism. 

 Home Office: UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Sue Hayman:         [50463] 

To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, with reference to the Written 
Ministerial Statement of 6 December 2010, Official Report, column 7WS, what consideration 
her Department has given to the articles of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 
when making new policy and legislation since May 2015. 

Sarah Newton: 
On 17 October the Minister for Vulnerable Children and Families laid a Written 
Ministerial Statement reaffirming the Government’s commitment to the UN Convention 
on the Rights of the Child. It stated that both the UNCRC articles and the Committee’s 
recent Concluding Recommendations serve as a helpful and important guide to making 
sure that our policies – whether they hold direct or indirect consequences – consider 
children. 

Home Office Ministers and Officials consider the rights, freedoms, and protections for 
children throughout the policy-making and legislative process. A recent example is the 
Modern Slavery Act 2015 which specifically provides additional protections for children. 
Cabinet Office guidance encourages all government departments to consider, and set 
out in summary, the anticipated effects of legislation on children and on the 
compatibility of draft legislation with the UNCRC. This guidance can be found at: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/450239/
Guide_to_Making_Legislation 

 Immigration Controls: Heathrow Airport 

Sir Nicholas Soames:         [55565] 

To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what recent assessment she has 
made of the adequacy of levels of Border Control officers at Heathrow Airport; and what 
steps she is taking to increase those levels. 

Mr Robert Goodwill: 
Border controls at Heathrow are among the most stringent in the world. Border Force 
employs a rigorous and effective control regime at the UK’s borders, predicated on a 
policy of carrying out full checks of all arriving passengers and an intelligence-led 
approach to searching for contraband goods that ensures resources are used as 
effectively as possible. Border Force Heathrow has transformed its working practices, 
command and control and leadership in order to keep the UK safe. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-26/50463
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We have also invested in new technology to enhance security and improve the service 
delivered to legitimate passengers and deliver efficiencies. 55 ePassport Gates are 
operational across Heathrow terminals. A total of 8.8 million passengers used the 
ePassport gates at Heathrow in the past year (to end of October 2016), which represents 
64.3% of eligible passengers. This is a 27% increase from the same period ending 
October 2015. 

 INTERNATIONAL TRADE 

 Multinational Companies 

Ann Clwyd:         [55863] 

To ask the Secretary of State for International Trade, whether his Department plans to 
respond formally to the findings and recommendations set out in Amnesty International's 
report, entitled Obstacle course: How the UK's National Contact Point handles human rights 
complaints under the OECD Guidelines for Multinational Enterprises, published on 19 
February 2016. 

Greg Hands: 
The Government has noted the content and recommendations contained in the 2016 
Amnesty International report. 

The Government has no plans to provide a formal response. However, the National 
Contact Point (NCP) has discussed the report with Amnesty International and where 
appropriate, the report’s conclusions will be considered as part of the normal process for 
improving the operations of the NCP and the Steering Board. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-12-01/55863
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